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By Stewart Grant

A unique and powerful performance is in store on 
December 17th at 7 p.m. when Harmony of Friends 
takes to the stage at St. Marys Presbyterian Church 
in a goodwill fundraiser for the St. Marys Health-
care Foundation.

“We’re doing the Christmas Story in concert,” said 
Tom Donati, who along with friend Bob Poirier 
founded Harmony of Friends back in 1986. They’ve 
now grown into an 8-piece band that plays con-
certs, receptions and Irish nights all over the local 
area and throughout Ontario, including cities such 
as London, Hamilton and Toronto.

“It’s really powerful,” Donati said of the Christmas 
concert which they have played to rave reviews in 
other venues previously. “We’ve got an amazing 
song list of modern contemporary music, includ-
ing titles from Tim McGraw, Barenaked Ladies, 
Michael Buble, Michael Card, Francesca Battistelli 
and Shawna Edwards.”

For those who are looking for something a little 
more upbeat than traditional Christmas songs, Do-
nati says that this will be the place.

“Your not going to hear any traditional music. In 
some cases, we’ve taken old traditional music and 
turned it into contemporary pop. It’s going to touch 
everybody.”

“There’s going to be some verbal dialogue but 
mostly music,” he described of the fundraising con-
cert. “We have Lanny Hoare coming in as one of 
our actors who will come in midway through the 
performance and he’s going to give us the innkeep-
er’s view of what really happened that night. Lanny 
does a great job with this.”

There is no designated cost to the 7:00 p.m. event 

By Frank Doyle

Following a resounding success last 
year, the Coca Cola Holiday Christ-
mas Caravan is back again this year. 
Thanks to Bill Pickering, Senior Man-
ager, Equipment Operations for Co-
ca-Cola Refreshments, the Caravan 
will hit just about every street on Sat-
urday, December 17. The “Deliver the 
Magic” Christmas Caravan will start 5 
PM at the Flats and end back at the 
Flats at 10 p.m. approx. Santa will 
drive slowly up and down the streets 
of St Marys, making frequent stops 
throughout, allowing for conversation 

and pictures with Santa.

As mentioned the Caravan will hit 
most streets in town starting in the 
North Ward and then hit the East end 
followed by the South end and then 
the West Ward. Here is a brief sum-
mary of where the Caravan will hit. 

The Caravan leaves Milt Dunnell field 
heading north on Water Street and 
out to Thamesview Crescent

Back across Glass St. to Edison/Mill-
son/Guest.
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
5.48
5.55
5.57

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.12 - 3 YR 5.10 - 5 YR 5.05

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Harmony of Friends’ fundraising concert for 
St. Marys Healthcare Foundation

Coca Cola Christmas Caravan is back!
www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

TUBE PARK 
OPENING 
Dec. 26th - Jan. 7th
10am - 10pm
Jan. 8th
10am - 6pm
Online booking is now live for 
all bookings this winter! Book 
your spots now!
Gift cards available online 
for Golf & Tubing!
Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Starts at 5 p.m. this Saturday

December 17th show at Presbyterian Church is the first of 3 area performances

SAVE UP TO $14000 OFF ON 
RAM CLASSIC 4X4'S

Pickup a great deal on a truck today 
at AllRoads Dodge. We have over 30 

new classics instock ready to go. 
425 Queen St W, St. Marys, ON

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

COLDWELL BANKER HOMEFIELD 
LEGACY REALTY, BROKERAGE

Sales Representative for Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-2264 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

Owen Lewis-Havard

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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COMMUNITY —

Continued from page 1

Shoplifter to be Identified

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

The Stratford Police Service is active-
ly investigating an incident of shop-
lifting that occurred at the Canadian 
Tire, located at 84 Wellington Street 
South, St. Marys.

On Thursday, December 1 shortly 
before 2:00 p.m. the suspect in this 
matter exited the Canadian Tire with 
approximately $2,500 worth of mer-

chandise without making any attempt 
to pay.

The suspect is described as a white 
male in his 50’s or 60’s. At the time of 
the offence, he was wearing a tan co-
loured jacket, black face mask, and a 
black toque with a white circle on it. 
The male left the store and entered 
the passenger seat of a grey Nissan 

Rogue that was waiting for him in the 
parking lot.

The Stratford Police are looking for 
assistance from the public with iden-
tifying this suspect. A photo of him 
has been attached to this release for 
reference. Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Cst Ryan Stelmachuk 
at 519-271-4147 ext. 129, or Crime 

Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

For further information regarding 
this matter, please contact:

Contact: Cst Darren Fischer

Phone: 519-271-4147 ext. 186

Cell: 519-703-1305

Email: dfischer@stratfordpolice.com

and thus no advance tickets are re-
quired. Harmony of Friends hope to 
see a full house to raise a nice amount 
for the St. Marys Healthcare Founda-
tion through goodwill donations that 
evening.

The following night, December 18th, 
the band will be performing in Dublin 
at St. Patrick’s Church, raising mon-
ey for a refugee family that is com-
ing to Canada. Two nights later, on 
December 20th, they will perform the 
Christmas story at Stratford’s Immac-
ulate Conception Church at 8:00 p.m., 

raising money for the Stratford Food 
Bank.

Band members are Tom Dona-
ti (rhythm guitar and vocals), Bob 
Poirier (lead guitar and vocals), Ni-
cole Malcho (piano and vocals), Mary 
Starnamen (harp, mandolin and vo-
cals), Joan Smith (synthesizer and 

vocals), Nicholas Donati (percussion 
and sound), Lana Coghill (bass and 
vocals), and Christina Donati Costan-
zo (vocals). Lanny Hoare will appear 
as a special guest actor. With a strong 
cast of vocalists, Harmony of Friends’ 
three-part harmonies are not to be 
missed.

Harmony of Friends’ fundraising concert for Hospital Foundation

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY

TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY
WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM



Thursday, December 15, 2022 3St. Marys Independent
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INTERNET

STARTING AT

PER MONTH

This Holiday Season

*Fibre optic technology & GIG speed not available in all areas.  Price subject to change.
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Quote of the Week

“Not having enough money affects people’s ability to buy food. They 
often have to choose between paying rent, paying for utilities and 
buying food. What is very concerning is that when people can’t afford to 
buy enough food, they are more likely to have poorer health.”

 - Candace Cunningham, Registered Dietitian at HPPH.

COMMUNITY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Age is a very high 
price to pay for 

maturity. 

Artificial 
intelligence is no 
match for natural 

stupidity. 

My idea of 
housework is to 
sweep the room 

with a glance. 

Not one shred of 
evidence supports 
the notion that life 

is serious
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Shouldn't there be 

a ribbon cutting 

ceremony for the 

reopening of

Wellington Street?

According to my 

chocolate Advent 

Calendar, there are 

only 3 days until

Christmas.

 

Huron Perth Public Health 
(HPPH) has released a new re-
port, The Real Cost of Eating in 
Huron and Perth. The report 
found that in 2022, the average 
cost of groceries for a family of 
four in Huron Perth was $249 per 
week, or $1,076 per month. This 
does not include non-food items 
such as toiletries, personal care 
items or cleaning products. 

The report shows different in-
come scenarios and the percent-
age of income a household would 
need to spend on food. For ex-
ample, a family of four receiving 
Ontario Works in Huron Perth 
would need to spend 39% of their 
income on food to meet the rec-
ommendations in Canada’s Food 
Guide. This leaves only $261 each 
month for all other expenses, not 
including rent. 

“Not having enough money af-
fects people’s ability to buy food. 
They often have to choose be-
tween paying rent, paying for 
utilities and buying food,” says 
Candace Cunningham, Regis-
tered Dietitian at HPPH. “What 
is very concerning is that when 
people can’t afford to buy enough 
food, they are more likely to have 
poorer health.”

The cost of groceries was deter-
mined by calculating the average 
retail price of 59 food items at six 

local grocery stores. These food 
items meet the recommenda-
tions from Canada’s Food Guide, 
and assume that people have the 
time, skill, and equipment needed 
to prepare them. 

In 2022 a new tool was used to 
monitor food affordability and 
therefore the results cannot be 
compared to previous years. 
However, it is known that food 
costs have risen in Ontario.

The report also includes sug-
gestions for addressing food in-
security. Since poverty is the 
root cause, the report identifies 
that solutions need to be in-
come-based. Solutions include:

- Implementing a Basic Income 
Guarantee

- Increasing social assistance and 
disability pension rates

- Implementing a Living Wage

- Increasing minimum wage

- Increasing investments for sub-
sidized, affordable and stable 
housing

- Income protection for precari-
ous employment and low wages

- Providing accessible and af-
fordable child care

- Investing in affordable public 
transit

Health Unit releases 
report on cost of eating

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week. 

1) Bravo to those responsible for 
decorating store windows, streets 
and bridges so wonderfully at this 
Christmas season. Thank you.

2) A Big Bravo to Deb who gave a 
Foodland customer a ride home af-
ter they realized there are no taxis.   

3) Bravo to Pat Payton for keeping 
the community informed on the 
local sports scene the past number 
of decades in your sports writings 
at the St. Marys Journal Argus and 
the St. Marys Independent. Enjoy 
your retirement.

We have two Boos thia week. 

1) Boo to the individuals who van-
dalized the Central Manor dog run 
fence during the early hours of 
Sunday morning. Such a cowardly 
and juvenile act.

2) Boo to drivers who block traf-
fic on Peel Street when they are 
turning into Tim Hortons drive 
through.
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COMMUNITY —
A Very St. Marys 
Christmas continues 
throughout December
There’s no shortage of holiday spirit 
in St. Marys this year!

New this month is the Holiday Light 
Tour, which launched on Friday, De-
cember 9. This year’s tour features 
over 15 beautifully decorated homes. 
Download and print the map at www.
discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays or 
access it via the free Driftscape app. 
Hard copies of the map are available 
at municipal facilities. The tour runs 
until January 1, 2023.

Our wonderful WinterLights contin-
ue to be lit every evening from 5:00 
to 11:00 p.m. at Milt Dunnell Field. 
The ever-popular horse and wagon 
rides will return on December 16, 17, 
23 and 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. This 
beloved tradition is being offered at 
no charge thanks to the generosity of 
our WinterLights sponsors. You can 
contribute to WinterLights using our 
convenient online form: www.townof-
stmarys.com/winterlights.

For indoor fun, check out “A Wish 
Book Christmas,” the St. Marys Muse-
um’s 90s-themed holiday exhibit, run-
ning until January 6, 2023. The Pyra-
mid Recreation Centre is also offering 

free skates and swims throughout the 
holiday season, thanks to sponsor-
ships from the Downie Optimist Club, 
Petals and Foliage, and Stone Home 
Creatives. Pre-registration is recom-
mended. For specific dates and times, 
visit www.discoverstmarys.ca/happy-
holidays.

For last-minute holiday gifts, head 
to our historic downtown. Our local 
shops, restaurants and services have 
festive ideas for everyone on your list. 
You can also give the gift of shopping 
local by buying St. Marys Money. Re-
quest yours using our simple online 
form: https://forms.townofstmarys.
com/Request-St-Marys-Money

On December 31, St. Marys will wel-
come the new year with a stunning 
fireworks display from the Grand 
Trunk Trestle, courtesy of the Rotary 
Club of St. Marys. The show will begin 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Have a “Very St. Marys Christmas” 
and be sure to follow the Town of St. 
Marys’ Facebook, Instagram and Twit-
ter accounts for updates and remind-
ers.

WinterLights
Our wonderful WinterLights have been lit for the season!

Enjoy the display nightly from 5 - 11 PM until Sunday, 
January 1, 2023. Free horse and wagon rides will be 
offered on December 16, 17, 23 and 24. 

You can help keep the WinterLights free for all by 
donating to the display online at townofstmarys.com/
winterlights.

Details: townofstmarys.com/happyholidays or 519-284-2340, ext. 272

Holiday Light Tour

See the Stonetown’s best dressed homes on the 
Holiday Light Tour!  

The tour map is available now:
• On the free Driftscape app
• On our website (discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays)
• In hard copy at Town Hall

Details: events@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-2340, ext. 249

St. Marys Money

Give the gift of supporting local with St. Marys Money!

St. Marys Money can be used like cash at over 40 
local shops and services. Look for the decal in store 
windows or visit our website for a full list of participating 
businesses.

Details: discoverstmarys.ca/money or 519-284-2340, ext. 272

Festive Skates & Swims

Enjoy a free, festive skate or swim at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre, courtesy of local sponsors! 

Free Skates 
Sponsored by Petals & Foliage
Dec 24, 10 am - 12 PM

Sponsored by Downie Optimist Club
Dec 28, 1:30 - 3:15 pm
Dec 30, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Jan 3, 1:15 - 3:15 pm
Jan 5, 9:45 - 11:15 am

Sponsored by Stone Home Creatives
December 31, 2 - 3 PM

Free Swims
Sponsored by Downie Optimist Club
December 27, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 
December 29, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 
January 4, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!

FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY
TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM
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COMMUNITY —

The Indy’s sister paper, Stratford Times, is available in St. Marys

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

By Stewart Grant

Did you know that, along with publishing the weekly 
Independent, that we also have two other newspa-
pers?

One is the weekly Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette, which 
dates back 127 years to the first Tavistock Gazette 
published in 1895. The other is the monthly Strat-
ford Times, which is only 17 months old - having 
been first published in August of 2021.

Something that I’ve come to realize in the last few 
years is just how interconnected St. Marys is with 
nearby communities. Many people live in town and 
work somewhere else, or vice versa. Or many people 
have moved to St. Marys from neighbouring com-
munities or have current family ties in these places.

With these connections in mind, I thought it would 
be worthwhile to let you know that we do produce 
these other newspapers because perhaps you’d be 
interested in reading them.

Like the Independent, these newspapers are free for 
everyone to enjoy and are available to read online 
as well at www.stratfordtimes.com and www.wilm-
otpost.ca.

With our Stratford paper being new, we’ve started it 
as a monthly to keep our costs under control as we 
build up our advertising base. This format has prov-
en to be quite popular so far, and we receive compli-
ments all the time on the fact that we are 100% lo-
cally focused. This is in contrast to Stratford’s other 
newspaper which has to balance local with national 
and world news.

Some of the featured subjects of our December is-
sue, which just came out last week, are new Strat-
ford Mayor Martin Ritsma, Stratford native Dennis 
Williams (coach of Canada’s World Junior hockey 
team), new dining options Bluebird Restaurant, and 

Full House Bar & Grill. There are about 40 more lo-
cal stories included within the 36 page newspaper.

The Stratford Times is available throughout Strat-
ford of course, but in St. Marys you can find it at 
our Independent newspaper office, as well as Mc-
Donald’s Independent Grocer, Foodland, and Delmar 
Foods. The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette is available in 
town at the Independent Newspaper office. We’d 
also consider adding other locations in St. Marys if 
there proves to be demand.

If you are interested in Stratford (or Wilmot-Tavis-
tock) news, please take a look at the new edition(s) 
and let us know what you think.

Interested in Stratford news?

Our senior of the week is Nelda 
Mossip-Oliver who will be celebrating

her 86th birthday on Tuesday 
December 20. Born in Downie 

Township, Nelda has 4 sons and 4 
grandchildren. Happy Birthday Nelda!
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October 3 - December 19, 2022 October 3 - December 19, 2022 October 3 - December 19, 2022 September 15 - December 11, 2022 

1)What is the NHL record 
for points in consecutive 
games? 

2)What do the letters stand 
for in TV station CP24?

3)What laundry detergent 
got lots of mileage out of 
the ad line, “ring around 
the collar”? 

4)Who, after anchoring off Hawaii in 1779, was 
mistaken for the god Lono? 

5)What continent is cut into two fairly equal halves 
by the Tropic of Capricorn? 

6) What explorer introduced pigs to North America? 

7)Who was billed as the “Killer of Custer” in Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show? 

8)What nation was bounced from the Organization 
of American States in 1962? 

9) What element begins with the letter “K”? 

10)What Lewis Carroll book was banned in China 
after censors decided: “Animals should not use 
human language”?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288
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Write for Rights at Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters
COMMUNITY —

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Parts Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Sportage2023 Kia Seltos 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Many thanks to all those who came out on Sunday, Dec. 4 to write letters for Amnesty International’s yearly Write for Rights campaign. Thanks also go to the staff of 
Snapping Turtle for providing a welcoming and comfortable space and great coffee. Over 140 letters and solidarity cards were written on behalf of prisoners who had 
spoken out against injustice, in many parts of the world. If you would like to write letters, all the information can be found at http: amnesty.ca/writeathon. The local 
St.Marys/Stratford/London Amnesty Group meets once a month and warmly welcomes new members.  Please contact elenadumitru1983@yahoo.ca  (Contributed)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COMMUNITY —
“The Turtles” and Meet Me in St. Marys

As construction on Wellington St. progresses, to access the funeral home, take 
Church St. South from Queen St. and then turn right (West) onto Jones St. to 

enter the funeral home parking areas.
Parking either in the half circle driveway next to Jones St. or driving around the 

building on the East side to the parking lot on the South side of the funeral home.
The Wellington St. door entrance is still open.The accessible entrance to the 

funeral home is at the end of the porch at the Northeast corner of the building.

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

By Cathy Atwell ... for Janis, Kate, Jan, 
Jan, Jane, Vicky and Carol

We have two groups here, both com-
prised of the same eight women ... Ja-
nis Fread, Kate Graham, Jan McClel-
land, Jan Mustard, Jane Graham, Vicky 
Vine, Carol Passmore and me. One is 
The Turtles, a Tuesday morning coffee 
group, and the other is Meet Me in St. 
Marys.

I'll start with The Turtles. Sometime 
in late-ish 2019, Janis said she'd be at 
Snapping Turtle on Tuesday morning 
for coffee, if anyone wanted to join 
her. That started a loose, informal 
group that met over the course of a 
few months. Then, the pandemic hit 
and put an end to coffee at Snapping 
Turtle. 

For a while, we met on Facebook chat. 
Then, when the weather became nice, 
and we were able to meet safely out-
side with suitable distancing, this core 
group of eight started meeting in Ja-
nis' backyard on the river. As the nice 
weather turned to fall and winter, we 
bundled up and continued meeting 
on Kate's back deck. So, for the last 2 
1/2+ years, we have met outside in all 
kinds of weather, except rain, for cof-
fee on Tuesday mornings. And, when 
it rained, we'd meet in the pavilion in 
the Kin park on Trout Creek. Because 
of our origins at Snapping Turtle Cof-
fee Roasters, Janis called the get to-
gether "Turtle Talk", and we came to 
refer to ourselves as the "Turtles".

The origin of the Meet Me in St. Marys 

group also goes back to pre-pandem-
ic, late 2018 to early 2019. Janis and 
Vicky talked about a day away they 
had attended a few years before, and 
thought we should do something sim-
ilar in St. Marys - an event that would 
bring people from other communi-
ties to St. Marys. So, the group started 
throwing out ideas and, before long, 
Meet Me in St. Marys was born. 

We canvassed the downtown mer-
chants who, always generous and 
ready to jump in to promote our Town, 

pledged discounts or specials or some 
incentive to entice visitors to come 
and shop and spend the day in St. 
Marys. It all came together on May 4, 
2019. We had 60 people register for 
the day, which started with coffee, tea 
and a snack at the United Church. Par-
ticipants were gifted a handmade tote 
bag, filled with certificates from down-
town merchants. They were hosted 
to a lunch at the United Church and 
entertained with a fashion show, pre-
sented by O'Gradys and SunRayz. An 
historical walking tour by Paul King 

was also available to attendees. The 
day was a great success. The event 
was meant to be an annual event, but 
... Covid happened.

As these two groups are made up of 
the same eight women, the ideas are 
usually generated on Tuesday morn-
ings over outdoor coffee, but are 
generally executed under the aus-
pices of Meet Me in St. Marys. Some 
of the ideas have been to yarn bomb 
the downtown at various times with 
crocheted banners attached to down-
spouts alongside stores, and crocheted 
valentines and sunflowers attached to 
lampposts. Last year for Giving Tues-
day, we baked and packaged cookies 
to take to the volunteers and staff at 
Community Living. This year for Giv-
ing Tuesday, we decided to decorate 
a chair, and it seemed to be a given 
that it would be a turtle chair, which 
graced the window of Snapping Turtle 
Coffee Roasters, leading up to the auc-
tion on November 29th. As a group, we 
decided to bid on our own chair, with 
the thought of gifting it to Sal and his 
daughter, Paige, to say thank you for 
the inspiration and to welcome them 
to our downtown community.

With regard to Meet Me in St. Marys 
2023, we are hoping that we will be 
able to host it again next year ... final-
ly! We are still in the planning stages, 
as we want to make sure that we take 
every precaution to ensure that it's a 
safe, as well as fun, event for every-
one.

The Meet Me in St. Marys group graciously donated the turtle-themed chair that 
they had painted to owner Sal Vaianisi of Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters on 
Tuesday morning. Pictured from left are Sal Vaianisi, Vicky Vine, Jan McClelland, 
Kate Graham, Carol Passmore, Jan Graham, Janis Fread, Cathy Atwell, and Jan 
Mustard. (Stewart Grant photo)
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St. Marys 
Imagination Library 
Endowment Fund

Help us fund The St. Marys Imagination Library 
Your donation will benefit the children of St. Marys for 

many years to come. 
 To learn more go to: www.stmarysimaginationlibrary.com

Charitable Number #88488 4305 RR0001

®

Independent Shorts
By Stewart Grant

Who wants a Christmas Dinner?

Rachael Roberts O’Neill contacted the Independent to announce that free 
Christmas dinners are back for the third consecutive year. “This year, the 
Creamery will be making the dinner with help from the Sparta House 
Tearoom. If you would like a Christmas dinner delivered to your house on 
Christmas Eve ready to be reheated for whenever you would like it, please 
email roberts_rachael@hotmail.com with your name, address and phone 
number. Families, couples or individuals are welcome. The deadline to re-
quest a Christmas dinner is December 18th. Let’s celebrate the holidays 
together as a community! If you would like to donate, please e-transfer 
the email above with the password Christmas or email Rachael for pick 
up info.

World Cup finals this Sunday

The 2022 World Cup, which has featured a thrilling set of matches thus far, 
will conclude this Sunday in Qatar with the final game getting underway 
at 10:00 a.m. Eastern Time. As we go to press, the semi-final matches of 
Argentina vs. Croatia (Tuesday) and France vs. Morocco (Wednesday 2 
p.m. start) have yet to be played.  

Little Rocker Curling 

Registration is now open for the St. Marys Curling Club’s junior “Little 
Rocker” curling program which provides a fun introduction to the sport. 
The program, which is open to school age children from grades 1 to 12, 
starts January 8th and runs for 6 weeks. For more information, visit st-
maryscurling.ca. 

COMMUNITY —
Porter & Colton's Toy Drive

It all started in 2018 when Porter Huffman found some Canadian Tire money and
decided he wanted to use the funds to buy toys for kids in need. He got his best 
friend, Colton Lawrence, involved and the 2 boys conducted bottle drives and col-
lected cash and Canadian Tire money for this purpose. Year one, four years ago, 
they collected $350. That sum has grown considerably over the years with this 
year's sum totalling $7,400. Canadian Tire in St. Marys has provided great dis-
counts over the last four years to stretch their dollars even further. Pictured L to 
R are Blake Robertson (shopping helper), Porter Huffman and Colton Lawrence. 
(Nancy Bickell photo)

It will then head south on James St. 
N. across Widder to Church St. up to 
Queen and then heading east down to 
Cain.

It will go south on Cain to Elgin and 
cover Elgin and Jones St.  

At that point it will travel down Wa-
terloo and cover Rogers Ave,  Sparling 
Crescent.  

It will turn East onto Maxwell and 
head down to Southvale and back 
up James St. S. where it will carry on 
through the side streets west of James.

The truck will go over the bridge on 
Park St West and loop through the 
west end.  Starting on Ontario St and 
going across to Widder and back up 
Ingersoll, across to Maiden Lane. It 
then will head down William and 
cross over to Salina St. S to Elgin St. 
W, Pelisser and back up to Queen St. 
and ends back at the Flats. 

Bill Pickering says that at Coca-Cola 
“Our Daily Mission is to deliver opti-
mism to the communities where we 
work, live and play. The Coca-Cola 
Holiday Caravan is all about Santa 
and on December 17th, is all about 
the community of St. Marys.”

Coca Cola Christmas 
Caravan is back!

Continued from page 1
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U16 'A' Snipers claim the gold medals on weekend
Three-day St. Marys ringette tournament, featuring 33 teams, another big success
By Pat Payton

There were a total of 33 teams, seven 
divisions, six St. Marys teams and 59 
games over three days.

After a three-year absence due to 
Covid, the event was the annual St. 
Marys Snipers ringette tournament 
last weekend at the PRC.

Snipers entered teams in the U16 
'A', U16, U14 and U12 divisions. The 
18-plus 'C' team and the FUN2 team 
each played one exhibition game.

The U16 'A' Snipers took the spot-
light among St. Marys teams, winning 
the gold medals in their competitive 
five-team division.

The championship game featured the 
home-town Snipers (2-1-1), coached 
by Samantha Henderson, and the un-
defeated Waterloo Wildfire (4-0). The 
Wildfire are also in first place in the 
Great Lakes Ringette League.

Snipers had lost to Waterloo in their 
opening game of the tourney. How-
ever, in front of a big crowd Sunday 
morning, they likely played their 
best game of the weekend–skating 
to a convincing 6-1 victory over the 
Wildfire.

Well-deserved win

It was a well-deserved win by the 
Snipers, who didn't let the Waterloo 
team get on track the entire game.

St. Marys carried the play to the 
Wildfire early, building a 2-0 lead 
on goals by Payton Blight and Emi-
ly Deighton before the five-minute 
mark of the first half. After Waterloo 
closed the gap to 2-1, goals by Raella 
Brodhagen and Charlee Henderson 
left the Snipers with a 4-1 advantage 
at the half-time break.

The Wildfire pushed to get back in 
the contest early in the second half, 
but St. Marys goalie Parker Hawkes 
continually made the timely stops.

Midway through the half, Trinity 
Greene made it 5-1. The desperate 
Waterloo team pulled their goalie for 
an extra attacker with just over two 
minutes remaining, and Adrianna 
Hollestelle-Black hit the open net 
with 48 seconds left on the clock to 
complete the scoring.

Coach Henderson was very proud of 
her team.

"Our team played with their hearts, 
and they showed Waterloo that they 
came to play today," she said follow-
ing the game. "Waterloo is the top 
team in our league, and I think they 
have zero losses.

"Our girls have worked really hard 
and they've practiced really hard. 
They take every step it takes to win – 

outside of the game and at the game."

Round-robin play

The U16 'A' Snipers lost their open-
ing game Friday morning 4-2 to Wa-
terloo, with Payton Blight and Avery 
Jennings scoring for St. Marys. Snip-
ers bounced back with a convincing 
8-1 victory over Sudbury later in the 
day.

Pacing the St. Marys offence against 
Sudbury were Raella Brodhagen, 
Chloe Bouchard and Avery Jennings 
with two goals apiece. Trinity Greene 
contributed three assists.

On Saturday morning, the U16 'A' 
Snipers and Paris engaged in a hard-
fought, physical game from the start. 
Both teams came out attacking, re-
sulting in exciting, end-to-end action.

St. Marys opened up a 2-0 lead late in 
the first half on goals by Marcy Tow-
ton and Chloe Bouchard. Early in the 
second half, Paris tied it 2-2 with a 
pair of goals–just 61 seconds apart–
and then took a 3-2 lead with 4:48 
remaining.

Snipers' chances appeared bleak 
when they took a penalty with just 
over two minutes to play. However, 
the home team wouldn't quit and 
Adrianna Hollestelle-Black tied it 
3-3 with a shorthanded goal with 
1:52 left on the clock.

Parker Hawkes had another strong 

game, continually making save after 
save to keep St. Marys in the game.

The U16 'A' Snipers clinched a spot 
in the final with an 8-1 romp over 
Mississauga Saturday afternoon. 
St. Marys opened up a 3-1 first-half 
lead, and then tacked on five unan-
swered tallies in the final 15 minutes.

Charlee Henderson netted a pair of 
goals for the winners, while the sin-
gles came off the sticks of Natalie 
Parsons, Adrianna Hollestelle-Black, 
Avery Jennings, Payton Blight, Rael-
la Brodhagen and Emily Deighton. 
Brodhagen also collected four assists.

Other Snipers' results

The U16 Regional Snipers, coached 
by Rudy Taylor, opened their week-
end with a 3-3 tie against London 
Lynx Friday afternoon. Natalie Tay-
lor, with two, and Jill Sterkenburg 
scored for St. Marys.

On Saturday morning, the Snipers 
rolled to a 10-0 victory over God-
erich, although the score went into 
the books as 7-0.

Abby Martin powered the offence 
with four goals, while Jill Sterken-
burg and Megan Richardson each 
had two goals. Martin, Richardson 
and Ella Taylor picked up three as-
sists apiece.

The U16s watched their chances of 
making their division final evaporate 

Saturday night when they lost 7-3 to 
Chatham.

The U14 Snipers lost 5-3 to Mitchell 
in their opening game Friday morn-
ing. Scoring for St. Marys were Syd-
nee Wilker, with two, and Sydney 
McLeod. In their second game Friday 
afternoon, the St. Marys girls lost to 
Walden (Sudbury).

In their third game Saturday after-
noon, Snipers lost 9-4 to another 
Sudbury-area team. Scoring for St. 
Marys were Brooke Hahn (power-
play), Sydney McLeod, Deanna Muir 
and Sydnee Wilker.

End weekend on bright note

In a U12 game Friday morning, Mary 
McCutcheon and Meredith Stokes 
scored goals for St. Marys, and goal-
ie Maelle Hachler played a strong 
game against a big, physical Kitchen-
er squad. Snipers also lost to Walden 
later in the day.

The U12 squad, coached by Kari 
Stokes, ended their weekend on a 
bright note. They skated to a big 
10-3 win over Elora-Fergus Saturday 
night.

Mary McCutcheon and Meredith 
Stokes both clicked for hat tricks, 
while Madison McCutcheon added 
two goals. Ava Bastien and Brenna 
Bearss both scored their first goals of 
the season.

No. 1 at Snipers tourney. The U16 'A' Snipers pose for team photos in the community centre after winning their five-team 
division at the annual Snipers tournament this past weekend. The Samantha Henderson-coached team skated to a well-de-
served 6-1 victory over the Waterloo Wildfire in Sunday morning's championship game.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
Some weekend action from the Snipers ringette tourney

Snipers' tournament notebook . . .
By Pat Payton

Teams came from as far away as Sud-
bury, Richmond Hill and Mississauga 
to compete in the Snipers' tourna-
ment last weekend.

–The St. Marys U18-plus 'C' team 
played an exhibition game against 

London Friday night and won 4-2.

–The tournament chairman was once 
again Peter Westelaken, who always 
does a great job of scheduling, or-
ganizing and keeping the three-day 
tourney running on time.

"The tournament ran very smoothly," 

Westelaken said Sunday. "We were 
lucky again this year to have a full 
tournament. We only have so many 
hours of ice, and we ran from early 
Friday morning to 3 o'clock this af-
ternoon.

"There were no major issues and 
no major injuries," he continued. 

"Teams came from as far away as 
Sudbury, Mississauga and Richmond 
Hill. They all represented their asso-
ciations well. And our volunteers did 
a great job this weekend."

–The Snipers' tourney, hosted by the 
St. Marys Ringette Association, dates 
back to 2008.

Goalie Parker Hawkes, left, and teammate Erin Green celebrate after the Snipers 
soundly defeated Waterloo Wildfire 6-1 Sunday morning in the U16 'A' champion-
ship game.  (Payton photo)

Thumbs up at the Snipers tournament. Assistant coach Evan Habermehl and U12 
Snipers players Mary McCutcheon and Georgia Hunter, left, pose for a quick pho-
to during a game last Friday. St. Marys entered six teams in the Snipers ringette 
tourney.  (Payton photo)

Brooke Hahn, of the U14 Snipers, celebrates her powerplay goal against Walden 
(Sudbury) on Saturday. Thirty-three teams competed in the annual Snipers' tour-
ney at the PRC.  (Payton photo)

Charlee Henderson (4), of the U16 'A' Snipers, scores against the Waterloo Wild-
fire during the annual Snipers ringette tournament at the PRC. St. Marys won the 
game 6-1 Sunday morning to claim the gold medals in their competitive five-team 
division.  (Payton photo)
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ANAF U15 'B' boys team wins another tournament
Rock out-scores opponents 27-5 in Paris on Dec. 2-4 weekend
By Pat Payton

PARIS - The St. Marys ANAF U15 'B' boys out-
scored their opponents 27-5 en route to winning the 
Art Coombs Memorial Rep. tournament here on the 
Dec. 2-4 weekend.

Twelve teams competed.

In round-robin play, Gord Cookson's Rock opened 
with a 7-2 victory over the Lucan Irish. Grier Ma-
honey and Hayden Wright each had two goals for 
St. Marys.

After a 2-0 loss to Listowel, only the team's sec-
ond defeat this season, the ANAF crew defeated 
the Dorchester 'C' Dragons 7-0. Evan Ballantyne 
sparked the offence with four goals, while the sin-
gles came off the sticks Jared Ballantyne and de-
fencemen Simon Taylor and Nathan Wolfkamp. 
Isaac Cousineau notched the shutout.

In the quarter-finals Saturday night, the ANAF 
squad downed the Huron-Bruce Blizzard 4-1. Myles 
Clinton connected twice, while the singles went to 
Mahoney and Wolfkamp.

In the semi-finals Sunday morning, Reid Taylor re-
corded the shutout as St. Marys skated to a 4-0 vic-
tory over the Lambeth Lancers. Goal scorers were 
Donovan McGregor, Hayden Wright, Jared Ballan-
tyne and Sam Johnson.

In the championship game Sunday afternoon, the 
Rock blanked the Kincardine Kinucks 3-0, with 
Taylor again chalking up the shutout. Sam Johnson, 
Donovan McGregor and Jared Ballantyne provided 
the goals.

Earlier this season, the U15 'B' boys won the Strath-
roy Olympics tournament undefeated.

Regional Silver Stick results

At the Roy Caley Memorial Silver Stick tournament 

this past weekend in Watford, the Firefighters U13 
'B' boys made the playoff round.

The Rock lost its opening game 4-2 to St. Thomas Jr. 
Stars. "We played a good first and third periods, but 
lost focus in the second," coach Bob Davis reported. 
"They scored two goals less than a minute apart in 
the second."

Firefighters met the Lambeth Lancers in their sec-
ond start. Lancers were the number one seed in the 
tourney.

"We played arguably our best game of the year," Da-
vis said. "We lost 3-1, but it was really a 2-1 game. 
Weve been the only team to score on them so far. 
Good solid play, cleared the house in front of the 
net, and offensively took away time and space. We 
had several good chances to score."

The U13 Rock bounced back with a tight 1-0 victory 
over Dorchester Dragons on Saturday.

"We carried on our strong  defensive play," the coach 
noted. "The last two games have been a total team 
effort, with lots of heart in our play. We are getting 
much better at playing the passing game and being 
in position. We're learning to know what to do with-
out the puck; it has been huge so far this weekend."

The road came to an end for the Firefighters Satur-
day night when they lost a rematch with Lambeth, 
7-1.

Other minor hockey games

In other St. Marys minor hockey action this past 
weekend, the ANAF U15 'B' boys tied the Oilers 
2-2 Sunday in Petrolia. It improved their first-place 
Shamrock League record to 8-1-3.

Also on the road Sunday, the Legion U16 'A' squad 
defeated the Centre-Wellington Fusion 5-3 in 
Tri-County League play. After weekend action, Dan 
Schiedel's team was 10-2-3 – good for 23 points and 
third place in the 15-team Smith Division regu-
lar-season standings. The Rock are just four points 
behind the front-running Owen Sound Jr. Attack 
(13-2-1).

On Saturday, the ANAF U15 'B' boys defeated Lucan 
Irish 'C' 3-1. On Friday, the Cement U18 'B' boys 
tied Lambeth 4-4.

In other SMMHA games last week, the Legion U16 
'A' boys tied the visiting Milton Winterhawks 1-1 
last Wednesday, Dec. 7.

In a Shamrock game last Wednesday at the PRC, 
the Cement U18 'B' boys lost 2-1 to the Dorchester 
Dragons.

On Monday, Dec. 5, the ANAF U15 'B' boys tied the 
Cougars 2-2 in Mt. Brydges, while the U15 'C' boys 
edged the South Huron Sabres 2-1 at the PRC.

Defenceman Zach Larmer, of the ANAF U15 'B' boys 
team, follows the action from the bench during a re-
cent Rock game at the PRC. The team has already won 
two tournaments this season.  (Payton file photo)

???
??? We wish you and 

yours a Merry 
Christmas and a 

healthy, happy and 
prosperous New Year.

Our office will close on Dec. 22 
and re-open on January 3

Meat Draw Saturday December 31 Starts at 2 PM.
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SPORTS —
Home Hardware U15 'C' girls are goal-setting team
Rock has lost just one hockey game all season to date

By Pat Payton

The Sam's Home Hardware U15 'C' 
girls are a goal-setting hockey team.

Before the start of the season, coach 
Nathan Brown said the girls got to-
gether and set several goals for the 
2022-23 season. "The girls estab-
lished their own goals at the start of 
the year. We walked into the room 
and asked them what their goals 
were."

Team aspirations include: win-
ning two tournaments, reaching the 
league final, and qualifying and win-
ning Provincials next spring. Other 
goals are: "always to put the team 
first, always first to the puck, and 25 
shots every game," Brown said.

The coach says the team's "compete 
level" is always very high. "All we 
did was skate them for the first six 
weeks of the year; now we just out-
skate everybody."

Recent tournament win

The U15 Rock recently won the 10th 
annual 'Pink on the Rink' tourna-
ment – hosted by South Huron mi-
nor hockey. The team won all six of 
their games over a busy weekend, 
out-scoring their opponents 16-4 
in the process. St. Marys defeated 
Wingham-Lucknow 2-0 in the cham-
pionship game.

Goalie Marta Rintoul, who coach 

Brown describes as the "backbone" 
of the team, had an outstanding tour-
nament.

Third-best record in league play

The Home Hardware squad is also 
one of the top teams in the WOGHL's 
U15 'C' division. Brown notes that 
Rintoul has allowed only eight goals 
against in 11 games (a league best). 
The team, meanwhile, has scored 49 
times.

Last Tuesday, Dec. 6 at the PRC, the St. 
Marys girls skated to a close-check-
ing 1-1 tie with the West Oxford In-
ferno. The Rock continues to be un-

defeated in league play with a 9-0-2 
won-loss-tied record (good for 20 
points) and have the third-best re-
cord overall out of 14 teams. They 
are the only team that still hasn't 
suffered a regulation-time loss.

In last Tuesday's home game, Re-
gan Jones gave St. Marys a 1-0 lead 
at 1:10 of the second period from a 
scramble. Assists went to Sophie 
Richardson and Tegan Mace. The 
Woodstock team tied it with 1:41 re-
maining in the middle frame.

Both sides had powerplay opportu-
nities early in the third, but the score 
remained deadlocked.

Rintoul was sharp late in the con-
test, making several in-close stops 
as the Inferno pushed for the go-
ahead goal. The St. Marys defensive 
unit of Cammie Lobb, Cortney Lin-
ton, Abagail McMillan and Libby Mc-
Curdy played a strong game in front 
of Rintoul.

With less than 20 seconds left on the 
clock, Rock centre Maddie Monis-
it-Brown cut in on the right side and 
fired a high shot at the West Oxford 
net. The shot cleanly beat the Infer-
no goalie, but bounced off the post 
and out.

Notes:

–The U15 'C' girls team has lost just 
one game all season to date. That was 
in the final of the recent Fergus tour-
nament.

–In addition to Nathan Brown, other 
team coaches are Jeff McCurdy and 
Scott Lobb. Melissa Rintoul is the 
trainer and team manager.

–The Rock hosts the Central Perth 
Predators this Sunday, Dec. 18 at 7 
p.m.

–The WOGHL's U15 'C' grouping is 
divided into two seven-team divi-
sions. St. Marys is in first place in 
the North-East division, and Cha-
tham-Kent and Wallaceburg are the 
top two teams in the South-West di-
vision.

Centre Maddie Monisit-Brown (10), of the Sam's Home Hardware U15 'C' team, 
fires a shot at the West Oxford net during a WOGHL game Dec. 6 at the PRC. The 
teams battled to a hard-fought 1-1 tie. Goalie Marta Rintoul had a strong game 
for the Rock.  (Payton photo)

Regan Jones looks for a loose puck in the West Oxford crease during a WOGHL 
game last Tuesday, Dec. 6 at the PRC. The Sam's Home Hardware U15 'C' girls 
have one of the best won-loss-tied records (9-0-2) in the entire league.  (Payton 
photo)

Coaches Jeff McCurdy, left, and Nathan Brown and the Sam's Home Hardware 
U15 'C' girls pose for a team photo after winning their division at the 'Pink on the 
Rink' tournament in Exeter recently. The Rock out-scored their opponents 16-4 
in six tourney games. They blanked Wingham/Lucknow 2-0 in the championship 
game.  (Contributed)
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By Spencer Seymour

It has been more than two months 
since the St. Marys Lincolns lost two 
games in a row, a streak that was pro-
longed this past Sunday.

Stars squeak out 4-3 victory

On a rare Friday night not spent at 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre, the 
Lincolns had their winning streak 
stopped at six games with the Stars 
edging St. Marys 4-3.

The Lincolns, unfortunately, had an-
other slow start in the opening peri-
od, giving up the game's first goal just 
92 seconds into the game on a 2-on-1 
involving the Stars' top two players, 
Michael Levin and William Nicholl, 
the latter being the one to pot the 
1-0 goal. Less than four minutes lat-
er, a good forecheck by Owen Brud-
er behind the net caused a turnover 
by goaltender Wyatt Sloetjes and the 
rookie forward from Baden was able 
to feed Adrian Stubberfield in front 
who had an open net to shoot at.

St. Marys failed to score on three 
powerplays in the first period and 
missed on five man advantages in to-
tal on Friday. Head Coach Jeff Brad-
ley cited this as a significant reason 
for the loss.

"Going zero-for-five on the power-
play definitely was a factor," Bradley 
told the Independent. "There were 
times when we reverted back to some 
bad habits and we had trouble mov-
ing the puck out of our own zone."

After another quick start in the sec-
ond period in which Tyler Alexan-
der scored just 56 seconds in, Chase 
MacQueen-Spence scored his sixth 
of the year to tie the game at two 
apiece. Jimmy Schiedel had the lone 
assist. It was one of two goals scored 
by MacQueen-Spence, both of which 
came with primary assists by Schie-
del.

"It was great to see Jimmy get a cou-

ple of points," said Bradley. "He's re-
ally starting to step up to the plate 
when he gets opportunities. As for 
MacQueen-Spence, he's an extreme-
ly skilled player and when he plays a 
lot of minutes, he's able to get into a 
groove."

Luca Spagnolo had an assist on Mac-
Queen-Spence's second goal of the 
game in the third frame, extending 
his point streak to three games. Mat-
teo Lalama made 24 saves in between 
the pipes. Eric Smith left the game 
just 1:59 into the first period with an 
injury after being hit from behind 
into the boards. The Lincs outshot 
St. Thomas 40-28, including a 30-16 
deficit in the final 40 minutes.

Lincs dominate Maroons, win 4-1

As the Lincolns have done time and 
time again this year, they bounced 
back in a big way on Sunday in Cha-

tham, knocking off the Maroons 4-1 
in a dominant performance

"Top to bottom, we were outstanding. 
We got off to a really quick start and 
we kept it going for pretty much the 
entire game. For the most part, every 
player was at their best. We were re-
ally short, missing four key forwards 
and a defenseman."

Jacob Chantler found the scoreboard 
a little over three-and-a-half min-
utes into the game with a shorthand-
ed marker to make it 1-0 St. Marys. It 
also gave Chantler a goal in six of his 
last seven games. MacQueen-Spence 
gave the Lincs a 2-0 lead five minutes 
later with a perfect pass from Austin 
Keleher on a two-on-one. Keleher 
was one of several depth forwards 
praised by the bench boss.

"Bruder, Keleher, and Schiedel were 
outstanding," said Bradley. "They all 

had more opportunities, whether it 
was Bruder playing on the penalty 
kill and killing a five-on-three. We 
put Schiedel on the powerplay and 
he won some key faceoffs. Keleher 
was physical and played with confi-
dence."

Bradley also thought that rookie de-
fenseman Grayden Strohack played 
"one of his best games" since joining 
the Lincolns.

"Grayden's decision-making was 
very good. He was using his size and 
his range very well and playing phys-
ical. He used his strength and power 
to win 50-50 puck battles."

David Brown got the Maroons on the 
board in the second period by less 
than two minutes later, Chantler re-
stored the Lincolns' two-goal lead 
with his 11th of the season. Bruder 
potted an empty netter in the third to 
make it 4-1, while Lalama turned in 
an excellent 29-save effort.

"We have a lot of really good char-
acter in our dressing room. With the 
character we have in the room, they 
really hate losing. They love winning, 
but I honestly think they hate losing 
even more, which is extremely im-
portant."

The Lincolns were on the road 
Wednesday night in LaSalle before 
returning home for a rematch against 
the Maroons this Friday night. On 
Monday, the GOJHL announced the 
rosters for the Top Prospects and Fu-
ture Stars games, with three Lincolns 
being chosen to participate. Grayden 
Strohack and Carter George will 
suit up for Team Black in the Future 
Stars game, while Luca Spagnolo will 
play for Team Black in the Top Pros-
pects game. Lincs' Equipment Man-
ager Tyler Scott was also selected to 
serve as Team White's Equipment 
Manager in the Future Stars game. 
Both games take place on December 
27th in Ayr.

By Spencer Seymour

With his illustrious 40-year career 
covering local sports concluding at 
the end of this year, the St. Marys 
Lincolns will be holding a special 
ceremony to honour the local legend, 
Pat Payton.

Payton has been keeping St. Marys 
residents updated on the local sports 
scene for almost exactly four decades 
to the day. Whether it's been base-
ball, golf, or soccer in the summer, to 
hockey, ringette, and curling in the 
winter, and everything in between, 
kids and adults alike participating in 

local sports have been positively im-
pacted by Payton, who has provided 
a level of sports coverage that small 
communities seldom get to enjoy.

As a result of this legendary run, 
Payton will be honoured this Friday, 
December 16th, at the Pyramid Rec-
reation Centre, when the St. Marys 
Lincolns host the Chatham Maroons. 
There will be a special ceremony be-
fore the game and the Lincolns are 
hoping for a massive turnout to help 
celebrate and show appreciation for 
Payton's work.

Lincolns President Brandon Boyd 

thanked and congratulated Payton 
for all his work in his career.

"The Lincolns are incredibly fortu-
nate to have Pat Payton's dedication, 
shining a big city spotlight on our 
small town club," Boyd said. "This 
passion has helped build the sport-
ing fabric of St. Marys, enabling each 
organization to build an identity 
through story."

If you're able, everyone is encour-
aged to come out to the game and 
help give Payton a deserving send-
off.

Lincs tied for second place with 7th win in last 8 games

Lincs honouring Pat Payton this Friday night

Chase MacQueen-Spence, above, had three goals in two games last weekend while 
defenceman Grayden Strohack had one of his best games as a Lincoln on Sunday, 
according to Head Coach Jeff Bradley. Photo credit to Pat Payton, who will be hon-
oured this Friday night at the PRC when the Lincs host a rematch from Sunday 
against the Chatham Maroons.
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SPORTS —
Romano wins Baseball Hall of Fame's Tip O'Neill Award
Toronto Blue Jays' closer Jordan Ro-
mano has been named the winner of 
the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum's 2022 Tip O'Neill Award.

Canada's baseball shrine presents 
this honour annually to the Canadian 
player judged to have excelled in in-
dividual achievement and team con-
tribution while adhering to baseball's 
highest ideals.

Romano, who saved 36 games and 
was selected to his first MLB All-Star 
Game in 2022, is a first-time winner of 
the award. He staved off strong com-
petition from fellow Major Leaguers 
Cal Quantrill (Port Hope, Ont.) and 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. (Montreal, Que.) 
to secure the honour.

"Jordan Romano had one of the best 
Major League seasons ever by a Ca-
nadian relief pitcher, and the fact 
that he enjoyed it with the Blue Jays, 
his hometown team, made it even 
more special," said Jeremy Diamond, 
chair of the Canadian Baseball Hall 
of Fame's board of directors. "Sever-
al Canadians had outstanding Major 
League seasons, but Jordan's perfor-
mance really stood out. We're proud to 
recognize him with this award."

In 63 games in 2022, the hard-throw-
ing Romano recorded a 2.11 ERA, 
which is the eighth best ERA ever by 
a Canuck reliever that has thrown at 
least 50 innings in a season.

The Markham, Ont., native also reg-
istered 36 saves, which was the third 
most in the American League, and he 
also became the first Canadian to reg-
ister 30 saves in a season for a Cana-
dian Major League team. Eric Gagne 
(Mascouche, Que.), John Axford (Port 
Dover, Ont.) and John Hiller (Toronto, 
Ont.) are the only three Canadians to 
have registered more saves in a single 
Major League season.

Despite being used exclusively as a 
late-inning reliever, Romano topped 
all Canadian Major League pitchers in 
2022 with a 2.9 WAR (Wins Above Re-
placement). He also held opponents to 
a .190 batting average.

Romano was at his best in the second 
half for the Blue Jays, posting a 1.50 
ERA with 16 saves, while striking out 

34 batters in 30 innings, in 28 appear-
ances.

The Canadian right-hander also fin-
ished first among American League 
pitchers in Win Probability Added 
(3.7) and third in games finished (52). 
For his efforts, he was named Ameri-
can League Reliever of the Month in 
April and July, and was a first-time 
All-Star.

The 2022 campaign was Romano's 
fourth with the Blue Jays. After honing 
his skills with the Ontario Blue Jays 
and Junior National Team, Romano 
was selected in the 10th round of the 
2014 MLB draft by the Jays. He made 
his Major League debut on June 12, 
2019 at the age of 26.

Romano has been active in charitable 
and community endeavors.

"This is really special to win this 
award," Romano said. "I've followed 
the award over the years and I have 
a lot of respect for the previous win-
ners. It will be great to have my name 
on the trophy alongside their names. 
Thank you to everyone who voted for 
me."

Named after Woodstock native

The Ball Hall's Tip O'Neill Award is 
named after Woodstock, Ont., native 
James 'Tip' O'Neill, who was one of 
Major League Baseball's first legit-
imate stars. With the American As-
sociation's St. Louis Browns in 1887, 
O'Neill set big league records in hits, 
doubles, slugging percentage and to-
tal bases, while compiling a Major 
League record .492 batting average. 
Walks were counted as hits in 1887, 
but if O'Neill's average was calculated 
by today's standards, it would be .435, 
the second highest in big league histo-
ry to Hugh Duffy who hit .440 in 1894.

To determine the winner of the Tip 
O'Neill Award, the Hall takes into ac-
count a number of criteria, including 
each candidate's on-the-field perfor-
mance, contributions to their team, 
community and charitable endeavors 
and their support in fan voting. The 
Hall also has a Tip O'Neill Award com-
mittee, consisting of a panel of Cana-
dian baseball experts, that votes on 
the honour.

519-305-1003519-305-1003

126 Downie St, Stratford126 Downie St, Stratford

“STRATFORD’S ONLY TRADITIONAL WALK-IN SHOP”“STRATFORD’S ONLY TRADITIONAL WALK-IN SHOP”

HOURS OF TRADINGHOURS OF TRADING

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. 

SATURDAY 8 P.M. - 6 P.M. | CLOSED SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS SATURDAY 8 P.M. - 6 P.M. | CLOSED SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS 

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS Pop Up Indoor Markets
Saturday Dec 17 and January 21
8 a.m. until 12 noon at the PRC.

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-5:30PM

 Ph: 519-284-1302 - St. Marys, ON
info@harrisgreigauto.com | www.harrisgreigauto.com

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Gift Certificates Available
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2023 GMC
Terrain

AWD SLT

1 AVAILABLE

$500 HOLIDAY
BONUS EVENT
FOR A LIMITED TIME,

GET A $500 GIFT CARD BONUS
ON EVERY NEW OR

USED VEHICLE

449 Queen Street West • (519) 284-3310 • stmarysgm.com

USED VEHICLES

2023 GMC
Acadia

SLT AWD

1 AVAILABLE

2023 GMC
Sierra

2500 HD 
Crew Cab 4WD

3 AVAILABLE

2023 GMC
Yukon

XL 4WD

2 AVAILABLE

2022 GMC
Sierra

1500 Crew Cab
4WD

10 AVAILABLE

2022 GMC
Canyon

Denali AT4
Crew Cab, SB

1 AVAILABLE

$500
GIFT
CARD

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 4X4
63,919 kms., P2301

$60,995 OR $391 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Ford Explorer ST
48,998 kms., G33627A

$54,495 OR $354 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 GMC Sierra 2500 HD AT4
100,012 kms., G33650A

$76,995 OR $498 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Chevrolet Suburban 1500 4X4
43,711 kms., P2206Z

$68,995 OR $448 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2022 Toyota Tundra Limited 4X4
23,890 kms., G33672A

$68,495 OR $442 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

Finance example: $20,000 @ 8.69% APR with $2,500 down payment for 96/84 months with a cost of borrowing of $7,077/$6,121 and a total obligation of $27,077/$26,121. HST and lic. extra. Other terms may be available O.A.C.
Finance example: $20,000 @ 2.99%/4.49%/5.49% for 72 mos. = $303/$317/$326 per mo. Total interest $1,872/$2,851/$3,519. Total obligation $21,872/$22,851/$23,519. Other finance examples: $20,000 @ 2.99%/5.99% for 60/84 mos. = $359/$264 per mo.
Total interest $1,557/$2,190. Total obligation $21,557/$22,190. HST and license extra.

2021 Toyota RAV4 LE AWD
51,424 kms., G33664A

$36,995 OR $231 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 4X4
34,655 kms., P2217

$78,888 OR $510 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2021 GMC Canyon Crew Cab 4X4 SB
8,625 kms., P2225

$46,995 OR $297 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Chevrolet Camaro LT Convertible
42,348 kms., P2291

$47,995 OR $304 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2019 GMC Terrain SLE AWD
100,169 kms., G33552A

$26,495 OR $161 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2019 Honda Civic Sport
72,956 kms., P2311

$26,995 OR $164 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Nissan Rogue Midnight Edition AWD
36,388 kms., P2256ZA

$26,995 OR $164 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD
122,541 kms., G33580A

$24,595 OR $148 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Compass Trailhawk AWD
103,953 kms., G336228A

$25,495 OR $154 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee SRT AWD
118,451 kms., G33659A

$57,995 OR $371 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Buick Encore CX AWD
130,151 kms., P2191B

$22,495 OR $134 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Compass Limited AWD
71,491 kms., P2220A

$28,495 OR $174 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Toyota C-HR
64,582 kms., P2242ZA

$24,995 OR $151 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 GMC Canyon EXT CAB, SLE 4X4
103,772 kms., P2249ZA

$28,495 OR $174 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2017 Honda CR-V AWD
95,662 kms., G33649A

$28,995 OR $192 bi-weekly +HST
84 mos.

$500 HOLIDAY
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8.69%
$2,500
down

NEW ARRIVALS

3.49%
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60
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up
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SPORTS —
Senior Salukis post convincing hoops win over Panthers

Senior Salukis' guard Jimmy Schiedel drives past a South Huron player and towards the Panthers' basket 
during a recent Huron-Perth basketball game at DCVI. Schiedel scored seven points and set up several team-
mates with nice passes.  (Payton photo)

Hitting for two points with a jump shot is Peyton Lobb 
of the Senior Salukis during a recent Huron-Perth 
basketball game at DCVI. Lobb had a strong game, 
helping St. Marys defeat the South Huron Panthers 
61-35.  (Payton photo)

St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend

Rewards

CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM
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FARM LANDS FOR SALE 
BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH

Property: Lot 17, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be 
Retained on the sketch below.
Municipal Address: 4664 Line 26, Perth South
Total of 100 acres, approx. 90 workable acres (more or less), systematically 
tiled, 9 acres of bush.
The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be 
Severed on the sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. 
The buyer must qualify for the severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules. 

Property: Part of Lot 19, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the 
Area to be Retained on the sketch below.
Municipal Address: 4742 Line 26, Perth South
Total of 90 acres, approx. 63 workable acres (more or less), systematically 
tiled, 26 acres of bush.
The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be 
Severed on the sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. 
The buyer must qualify for the severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules. 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 11, 2023. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

6 Wellington Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6W3

FARM S FOR SALE BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH
Property: Lot 17, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be Retained 
sketch below. 
 

Municipal Address: 4664 Line 26, Perth South 
 

Total of 100 acres, approx. 90 workable acres (more or less), systematically tiled, 9 acres of bush
 

The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be Severed 
sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. The buyer must qualify for th
severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

 

 
Property: Part of Lot 19, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be Retained 
on the sketch below. 
 

Municipal Address: 4742 Line 26, Perth South 
 

Total of  acres, approx. 63 workable acres (more or less), systematically tiled, 26 acres of bush.
 

The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be Severed 

severance under the Perth County surplus farm dwelling severance rules.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For tender forms contact: Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
 Attention:  Andrew Phillips 

, P. O. Box 846    154B Ontario Road, P. O. Box 608 
      Mitchell, ON N0K 1N0 

Phone:   519-271-6770 ext. 2226     Phone: 519-348-8112 
Email:  phillips@stratfordlawyers.com    Email:  phillips@stratfordlawyers.com 
 

Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

Stocking Stuffers
Available just in time for Christmas!

COME AND SEE THE STORY 
OF CHRISTMAS IN 

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC

LIVE: SATURDAY, DEC. 17 AT 7PM    
ST. MARYS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, DEC. 18 AT 7 PM                  
DUBLIN ST. PATRICKS CHURCH 

TUESDAY, DEC. 20 AT 8PM 
STRATFORD IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION CHURCH 
ADMISSION: FREE WILL OFFERING

HARMONY OF
FRIENDS
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Thorndale - ‘Holiday Treat Trail’
THORNDALE NEWS —

By Nancy Abra

The holiday season is fast approaching. And with the 
movement of recent years with the focus on ‘shop lo-
cal’, I Love Thorndale (ILT) wanted to encourage new 
and area residents to see what Thorndale has to offer. 

Together with their business partners, ILT organized 
a Christmas ‘Holiday Treat Trail’ on Friday, December 
9th from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. People were encouraged to 
pick up a ‘treat trail’ map at the Youth Club House at 
160 King and follow along King Street in Thorndale 
to visit participating businesses, which many of them 
extended their ‘open’ hours to join in the festivities.

This unique event was an opportunity to see what the 
businesses had to offer, to grab some supper at the 
restaurant or the food truck at Thorndale Farm Sup-
plies, and to take in the many planned activities along 
the way, before heading over to the Thorndale Com-
munity Centre to see the Lion’s Santa Claus Parade.

The ILT Christmas event was a huge success. People 
of all ages participated in this ‘downtown’ affair; side-
walks were full of families, laughing and talking, fill-
ing up their treat bags as they went. 

One couple commented, “Wow we didn’t realize there 
was so much here in Thorndale”. Another family said, 
“This is a great family event. We have really enjoyed 
all the activities and look forward to taking in the 
Santa Claus Parade too.”

Leslie Andrew, retail assistant manager at Thorndale 
Farm Supplies commented, “We are thrilled to see so 
many new faces come into our store, to get their treat 
and see what we have to offer.”

Raffle tickets were also sold that day for people to 
win donated gift baskets and $500 of Thorndale dol-
lars to spend at local businesses. The ILT organizers 
were very pleased with the outcome of these festiv-
ities and plans are already underway for next year's 
Thorndale Christmas event.

Pictured is the Thorndale Farm Supplies retail store staff. From left, Riley Chowen, Wendy Wort and Leslie 
Andrew, Retail Assistant Manager.

The baking staff at Sassy's in Thorndale made 150 
sugar cookies for children to  decorate, then take 
home as part of their activity at the 'Holiday Treat 
Trail' in Thorndale. Priyank Shah said 'we are thrilled 
to be part of this Christmas event'.

For almost 20 years the Thorndale Lions have hosted 
their annual Santa Claus Parade. Twenty-eight illu-
minated and colourful floats from area businesses, 
churches, service clubs, organizations, and families 
were part of this year’s event. After the parade people 
gathered at the Thorndale Community Centre to take 
in the holiday music, enjoy the refreshments supplied 
by the Thorndale Lions and for the little ones, to chat 
with Santa.  Millie Hurrell, age 3, of the Belton area, 
was a little shy but still thrilled to see Santa.

Gift Baskets
Custom made featuring local 
products. Stop in to see our 

selection or call to order

197 King St., Thorndale | 519-461-1490
Mon-Fri: 8-5 Sat: 8-12

Books Puzzles Toys Toys
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COMMUNITY —

WAGHORN, STEPHENS, 
SIPOS & POULTON
LAW PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Holiday Hours of Operation:
Regular business hours 

8:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday to Friday
Closed the week of December 26

We will be closing at 4:30 pm on Dec. 23rd and reopening 
Tuesday, Jan. 3/23 at 8:30 am for regular business hours. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a safe Holiday Season

Entertainment at the 
Rotary Apartment Complex

St. Marys Beaver Scouts 
donate $250

Bowling for Soup

The Adams family grew up in Mitchell and there was always music in their home 
so they decided to take their music into long term care homes and seniors centres.  
On Saturday they entertained the residents of the Rotary apartment complex.  They 
play a variety of music including old tunes, gospel and bluegrass.  Many musical 
instruments are featured - harmonica, fiddle, brass, guitar, banjo, mandolin, violin, 
spoons, keyboard and the cajon drum.  Pictured L to R are Karen Wolfkamp, Inez 
Cleland, David Adams, Bonnie Adams and Joan Adams.  Karen, Inez and David are 
siblings. (Nancy Bickell photo)

The St. Marys Beaver Scouts donated $250 and many supplies to help dogs and 
cats in need through Feline Friends and Paws United. The proceeds were split 
between the two organizations. Special thanks to the community support and sup-
port from Ms. D's Gr.7/8 class. The grade 3 aged Beaver scouts organized, adver-
tised and collected donations for their year end project.  (Contributed)

The St. Marys Bowling Lanes YBC brought three boxes of canned goods recently 
to the Anglican Church pantry. The bowling lanes, as part of their Giving Tuesday 
campaign, gave a free game of bowling to their youth bowlers who brought in 5 
items. (Contributed photo)
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Poison Causing Death

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

Thomas Boy Guest’s younger broth-
er, Robert, had operated a successful 
grocery store in St. Marys until his 
death in January 1875. As well as his 
widow, Sarah, he left four sons and 
three daughters, the youngest just 
seven years of age. Sarah inherit-
ed the business and carried on with 
the help of her oldest sons, Thomas, 
age 21, and Robert, age 18. The two 
young men had been working in the 
store ever since they left school. The 
Robert Guest family may not have 
been as prosperous as T. B. Guest & 
Son bankers but perhaps the fam-
ily’s home life was more stable. In-
stead of a separation agreement (like 
the one for T. B. and his wife, Lizzie 
Guest,) records show a regular pat-
tern of their children’s baptism and 
confirmation at St. James Anglican 
Church and diligent attendance at lo-
cal schools. Robert and Sarah Guest 
seem to have been strong partners 
both in their grocery business and in 
their child-rearing practices. Robert’s 
death was undoubtedly felt strong-
ly; his paternal guidance was missed 
when it was most needed.

In St. Marys at that time, alcoholic 
beverages were cheap and easy to ob-
tain. At the beginning of every year, 
one of the first acts of town council 
was to issue licenses to taverns and 
saloons within the corporation. For 
many years, beer, wine and spirits had 
also been available in grocery stores. 
These beverages were probably more 
reliable than water (untreated in the 
1800s) or milk (not yet pasteurized.) 
But excessive drinking was a serious 
problem and many families suffered 
when the breadwinner’s pay packet 
didn’t make it any closer to home than 
the nearest tavern. In reaction, there 
was a strong temperance movement, 
a crusade against the social and mor-
al evils of drinking. In 1878, the fed-
eral government passed the Canada 
Temperance Act. (It was also known 
as the Scott Act, named after its pro-
ponent, Sir Richard William Scott, 
a prominent cabinet minister and a 
life-long teetotaler.) The Act gave lo-
cal governments the option to ban the 
sale of alcohol. While there was no 
ban at that time in St. Marys, the Act 
did give local temperance advocates a 
strong platform. They were particu-
larly forceful in urging young men in 
the community to sign the “Pledge” – a 
solemn oath “to abstain from the use 
of intoxicating liquors.” 

At one of the Temperance rallies, 
young Robert Guest had signed 
the pledge. Although his uncle, T. B. 
Guest, seems to have been moderate 
in habits, it is not likely that a prom-
ise of abstinence appealed to his live-
ly sons, Dr. Thomas F. Guest or his 
brother, Albert, the young men who 
had threatened Dr. A. E. Ford in June 
1877. Neither would it have attracted 
the ones who enjoyed Dr. Ford’s late 
night hospitality following various 
social and sporting events. Partly be-
cause of the influence of the temper-
ance movement, the doctor, who had 
been acclaimed mayor in 1877, was 
opposed in his attempt to secure a 
second term. At the nominating meet-
ing, David A. Robertson was chosen to 
run against him. Robertson, 59 years 
old and a long-time resident, owned a 
farm along Widder Street East as well 
as other properties in town. He had 
ample political experience and had 
served as reeve of Blanshard in 1858-
59. A former innkeeper, he was not 
likely in favour of total abstinence, 
but voters knew him as a staunch 
Presbyterian and the respected father 
of a large family. On election day, he 
defeated Ford by a solid margin. D. A. 
Robertson became mayor of St. Marys 
for the upcoming year. No members 
of the Guest family even stood as can-
didates for council. 

With no council obligations, Dr. Ford 
now had more free time but he rarely 
spent it in his charming family home, 
shown in this week’s photograph. (It 
is still standing at 157 Queen Street 
West.) Instead he continued to enjoy 
regular evening sessions in his office 
with friends and admirers. He was the 
life of any gathering, a singer and a 

raconteur of spicy stories. Young men 
were attracted to the free and easy 
environment – a contrast, perhaps, to 
their more restrictive homes. And Dr. 
Ford, with teenage sons of his own, 
enjoyed the company of lively young 
people. Robert Guest, in spite of sign-
ing the Pledge, became a regular at 
these evening sessions. His mother, 
Sarah, and, probably, his older broth-
er would have strongly disapproved. 
That, of course, might have been part-
ly why Robert went to Dr. Ford’s, look-
ing for some pleasure after a day’s 
work as a grocery clerk under family 
supervision. From today’s perspec-
tive, these gatherings do not seem 
healthy and, indeed, things ended 
very badly. On the evening of June 3, 
1878, Robert Guest went to Ford’s of-
fice as he and his friends had often 
done before. About midnight, Robert 
came out, clutching his stomach in 
pain, and, according to witnesses, ac-
cused Dr. Ford of poisoning him. He 
was taken home to his family and an-
other doctor summoned. The young 
man died in the early hours of June 4. 
He was 21 years old.

The coroner’s inquest held the fol-
lowing day recommended that Guest’s 
stomach and contents be sent for 
testing to a laboratory in Toronto. A 
few days later, Dr. Ford was arrested 
in London where he was attending 
the races. In spite of his strong dec-
larations of innocence, he was held to 
await the resumption of the inquest. 
Although the laboratory results were 
inconclusive and the witness state-
ments inconsistent, the coroner’s jury 
found that Dr. Ford had administered 
a poisonous substance, causing the 
death of Robert Guest. The doctor 

remained a prisoner. The case was a 
sensation, not only in St. Marys, but 
throughout the area. The Argus re-
ports tried to be unbiased. Although 
the Guests were a powerful family, 
Dr. Ford also had influential relatives. 
It would be unwise to alienate either 
side. The Toronto and London dailies 
felt no such restrictions. They sent 
reporters to cover the inquest and 
dredged up – or invented – as many 
sordid details as possible. 

By the end of June, Dr. Ford’s lawyer 
argued successfully for bail and Ford 
returned home to await trial. When 
his case was finally brought before 
a Grand Jury at the Spring Assizes, 
held in Stratford in March 1879, many 
questions and inconsistencies ob-
scured the Crown’s evidence against 
Ford. The Argus reported in a short 
article: “The case of the Queen vs Dr. 
Ford of this town for the alleged poi-
soning of Mr. Robert Guest came be-
fore the Grand Jury at the Stratford 
Assizes this week. After hearing the 
testimony of the witnesses for the 
Crown, the jury immediately reported 
“No Bill.” There was insufficient evi-
dence to take the case any further.

Dr. Ford was free but the damage had 
been done. During the months await-
ing trial, he had been the subject of 
vicious rumours. The lack of a clear 
verdict from the jury was not help-
ful. Ford had lost respect and credi-
bility as a doctor and as a communi-
ty leader. In November of that year, 
the Fords took out a mortgage on the 
family home (the one in the photo-
graph) to finance the relocation of 
the doctor and his older son, Arthur, 
to Denver, Colorado, for a fresh start. 
Before leaving, Dr. Ford transferred 
ownership of the house and its entire 
contents – and the mortgage – to his 
22-year-old daughter, Julia, so that 
she had a home for herself and her 
mother. 

T. B. Guest would have followed these 
proceedings from his comfortable 
downtown office or from his grand 
new home overlooking the Thames 
River on Emily Street. He too would 
certainly have preferred a clear ver-
dict, rather than the dismissal which 
left questions about his nephew’s 
death unanswered. A guilty verdict 
would have been the most satisfac-
tory. While Ford’s departure from St. 
Marys may not have been directly due 
to T. B. Guest, he had done nothing to 
quell the rumours against him. An 
enemy had been vanquished.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  St Marys Rotary Club
By VJ Knutson

“This is a win-win for both the Ukrai-
nians and the Rotary members.  The 
conversations, learnings and relation-
ship building has benefitted no matter 
the language struggles.”

- Diane O’Shea, Rotary Club member

From the moment Diane first contact-
ed me about the possibility of the St. 
Marys Rotary Club helping Ukraini-
ans, I have felt like a kid at Christ-
mas.  I was tasked with approaching 
each of the families and asking if they 
would accept support from the Rotary 
Club and then writing a letter on their 
behalf.

Ukrainians are proud people.  They 
actually ask for very little, but the tim-
ing of this request coincided with the 
first snowfall, and although our coat 
drive was quite successful, procur-
ing boots that fit and warm clothing 
through donations was hit and miss.

“Would we be able to do our own 
shopping?”  Tania asked.

“Yes,” I explained.  “A volunteer will 
take you shopping.”

“Super!”

It really was super.  I put together a 
letter to present to president Char-
lie Hammond and within days Diane 
called to say the project was approved.

Get your lists ready, I messaged each 
family.  Someone from the Rotary 
Club will be contacting you.

Alona Vasylieva was the first to send 
me a note with photo:  I am not afraid 
to stay in Canada for winter with my 
new boots.

While the Ukrainians continued to 
convey their appreciation, Diane 
kept me updated on the progress and 
shared tidbits from each outing.  Like 
a proud mama, I glowed with each 

report not just for the procurement 
of much needed goods, but because 
more people in the community were 
coming to know my beloved new-
comers.  These are good people, who 
landed in our midst due to devastat-
ing circumstances.  With every new 
connection their worth is validated, 
and that gift is immeasurable.

“Humbling” is the way Diane ex-
plained her outing with Alona Zabi-
hailo, whose newest son David was 
born November 11th.  Alona came 
from Ukraine with her 7-year-old son, 
leaving behind her husband, who is 
required to stay and serve his coun-
try.  I know exactly what Diane means.

Another woman gushed, not only 
over her new clothes, but also about 
the people who took her shopping.  

“You know Mary and her husband?” 
she asked, surprised that I didn’t.   Af-
ter describing their day shopping, in-
cluding their lunch at McDonalds, she 
closed with the highlight: “They invit-

ed me over for coffee.  I like these Ca-
nadian people!”

I smile even as I write this, know-
ing that more shopping excursions 
are planned for the upcoming days.  
When Diane first contacted me, she 
indicated that the Rotary Club’s plan 
was to help ten families, but when I 
submitted the list it contained eight 
families with children, four singles, 
and one couple, as well as at least one 
new family who arrived Sunday.  The 
Rotary Club has extended the offer to 
include all.

Warmest gratitude to all who have 
taken time out of their busy holiday 
schedules to make this miracle hap-
pen.  A special thank you to Charlie 
Hammond for having the vision, and 
to Diane O’Shea for doing the ‘leg-
work’.

I leave you with the words of my hus-
band, Ric, who when asked recent-
ly about the experience of hosting 
Ukrainians responded:

“It fills my heart more than it ever 
cost my heart.”

Till next time.  Reach me at english.
knutson@gmail.com.

Alona Zabihailo, Alona V’s boots, Anastasia Vecherenko, Lidya and Anastasia 
with volunteers John and Janet Uren
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I have to admit, it didn’t 
look promising. The itiner-
ary read, “Indian River Boat 
Tour” and yes, we were on a 
dock on the Indian River. The 
boat in question was a row-
boat with planks for seats 
and peeling paint. I had been 
expecting something with a 
powerful motor and comfort-
able seats. But no.

And before we launch our 
unexpected craft, let me 
make something clear. I 
know that the word “Indian” 
is no longer politically cor-
rect when used in the Amer-
icas. But the island of Dom-
inica, where we were about 
to enter the precarious craft, 
celebrates the heritage and 
current culture of its indig-
enous people, the Kalinago, 
with more appreciation and 
enthusiasm than you will 
find almost anywhere else. 
In fact, a large part of this 
beautiful island nation is of-
ficially designated as Kalina-
go Territory, and a fact sheet 
from Dominican tourist folk 
points out that “the Kalina-
go… represent the last re-
maining tribe of the pre-Co-

lumbian Carib Indians, going 
back to about 3000 B.C.”. So, 
it’s called the Indian River, 
and that was where we were 
taking a tour.

One other point. We’re 
talking Dominica here, not 
the Dominican Republic. 
Two destinations that could 
not be more different, one 
from the other.

Now, back to the boat. Our 
small group of travel writ-
ers clambered aboard with a 
considerable amount of trep-
idation. At worst, it was going 
to be an uncomfortable hour 
and a half. At best I thought, 
a very slow ride to nowhere 
special.

Wrong. On all counts. This 
river tour was a highlight 
of my time in this beautiful 
and largely unknown coun-
try. We used a small outboard 
for about three minutes and 
then our guide, Aze, shut 
it off and took up two large 
oars. We slowly made our 
way up-river and that lei-
surely pace allowed us time 
to see birds, animals and 
amazing plants that you nev-
er would have noticed if you 
were hurrying by.

And a couple of other sur-
prises, notably a riverbank 
hut that looked vaguely fa-
miliar. It turned out to be 
the now-abandoned witch’s 
house built for the movie, 
“Pirates of the Caribbean – 
Dead Man’s Chest.” (We later 
heard a story about Pirates’ 
star Johnny Depp and his 
Hollywood colleagues in-
sisting that the windows on 

the local SUV’s driving them 
about the island be tinted 
even darker than they al-
ready were!)

But while movie sets are in-
teresting, the tropical birds 
and beasts were fascinat-
ing. I spotted birds including 
green-backed herons, a ba-
nanaquit and a spectacular 
Antillean crested humming-
bird, so amazingly neon blue 
it took my breath away.

Along the shore, among the 
multitude of tropical plants 
and trees (torch ginger, heli-
conia, bird of paradise plants 
and more), we found bright 
green iguanas, a surprising-
ly blue Dominican ground 
lizard and many varieties 
of large, menacing-looking 
crabs.

The good news by the way, is 
that Dominica has no poison-
ous animals or insects. There 
are some large boa constric-
tors, but they (apparently) 
pose no threat to humans. I 
didn’t see one, which was not 
a disappointment.

But everything else is either 
friendly or harmless.

By the time we were fifteen 
minutes into the tour, ev-
eryone was having a terrific 
time. Which only got better 
when we reached the Bush 
Bar, where Bianca, working 
behind the bar, mixed me 
their unique specialty, the 
Dynamite Rum Bunch.

It lived up to its name. And 
was delicious. But one is en-
tirely sufficient.

Our guide and oarsman, Aze, 

was superb. He knew every 
tree, flower, bird, and detail 
about the Indian River en-
vironment and shared them 
with the expertise of a pro-
fessor and the wit of a sto-
ry-teller. And then he fash-
ioned hummingbirds from 
the leaves of one of the plants 
at the bar and presented one 
to each of the women on the 
tour. Sweet.

The Indian River tour is ob-
viously a popular activity. We 
met two or three other row-
boats carrying other tourists 
on the same adventure. But 
because the trip is silent, 
save for the dipping of the 
oars and the stories from 
your guide, you can feel as 
though you are alone in an 
unspoiled tropical paradise.

The island of Dominica is, to 
a large extent, exactly that. 
An unspoiled paradise. It’s 
small – population is 70,000 
or fewer– and it is home to 

nine active volcanoes. None 
are spewing lava, but there is 
hot water flowing down hill-
sides and natural “hot tubs” 
are another popular feature 
of the island. Many of the 
warm places we Canadians 
like to visit are essentially 
flat – think Florida, for in-
stance. Dominica, rising dra-
matically from the sea, with 
its mountains often shroud-
ed in cloud, is the antithesis 
of this.

It’s beautiful, natural, and 
rejoices in the simple motto 
“The Nature Island”. And the 
Indian River boat tour is just 
one of many ways you can 
revel in the nature that sur-
rounds you on this, my new 
favourite Caribbean island.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

"Johnny Depp was here"… the witch's house, from Pirates of the Caribbean. Simple and spectacular – a rowboat on a river flowing through a tropical paradise.

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Slow, steady and spectacular: a boat tour on Dominica

By Paul Knowles

Guide, oarsman and story-teller Aze. All photos by Paul Knowles.
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LOOKING
BACK

Lights Out
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

Neville and Jackie Kirkman of Church Street were left 
shaking their heads after pranksters stole 154 light bulbs 
off their outdoor Christmas tree. They’re wondering what 
joy kids would get from destroying a Christmas display.

They’re still dissecting frogs and mixing metals to see 
how they react, but now DCVI students are doing ex-
periments in state-of-the-art science rooms. Most of the 
construction of the estimated $350,000 project was com-
pleted this past summer, with work wrapped up just this 
past week.

St. Marys Horticultural Society honoured piano play-
er George Harris at its Christmas meeting. He has been 
playing the piano at society events for many years.

50 years ago (1972)

Santa Claus will be at the Cable TV studio, Church Street 
North, this Friday and Saturday from 2-5pm. 

An addition is underway at the 40 Winks Motel, at the 
intersection of Highways 7 and 19.

The Campbell Soup Company are now in the process of 
seeking 200 production employees to staff their new St. 
Marys addition to be completed soon. Jobs will be avail-
able in early Spring. 

Salary negotiations between Town Council and the local 
branch of the Professional Firefighters Association have 
been going on since May of this year in closed meetings. 
A break in secrecy came this week with the publication 
of an advertisement placed by Council in this issue of 
the Journal Argus. Council has expressed concern over 
the ever-increasing costs to operate the St. Marys Fire 
Department as compared to other Ontario communities 
of similar size.

75 years ago (1947)

Maurice Sgagrilia is the only bicyclist in these parts who 
can maneuver his bike with ease and at the same time 
deliver a fair-sized Christmas tree.

The two-car diesel propelled train which runs between 
Sarnia, St. Marys and Stratford, night and morning each 
weekday, tossed a car into the air at a crossing east of 
Sarnia on Highway 7 on Tuesday. The driver of the car, 
Bentley Baldwin of London, was only slightly injured.

Despite the addition of 700 telephones in service in the 
area from Stratford to Goderich including St. Marys, un-
filled orders still total 153. The Bell workers are at work 
harder than ever reducing this backlog of deferred ap-
plications.

There are over 30 local mink ranchers with a St. Marys 
address who have sold more than 5,000 pelts this season. 
The prices ranged from $15 to $20 a pelt at the Montreal 
auction.

100 years ago (1922)

The town tax collector has successfully collected $87,000 
in taxes this year leaving $4,000 to be collected. This is 
the total taxes levied by the town, a larger amount having 
been collected this year than was the case last season.

Take your laundry to E.F. Marshall’s barber shop. He is 
the local agent for Parisian Laundry.

The eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Bernice Gregory had the 
misfortune to break an arm while playing football at 
school last Friday.

On January 1, the gross load for trucks travelling on pub-
lic highways will be cut down from 12 tons to 10 tons, and 
perhaps less.

COLUMN —

LETTER TO THE EDITOR —

Sudoku

Id: 136121

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 30

3 1 7
9 2 4 8
2 8
6 8 4 3

6 9
8 3 1
1 8 5 9 7 6

2 1 3
7 2 1

Solution
4 6 8 3 1 9 7 5 2

9 5 1 6 2 7 3 4 8

2 7 3 5 8 4 6 1 9

6 1 9 8 4 3 5 2 7

5 2 4 1 7 6 9 8 3

8 3 7 2 9 5 1 6 4

1 8 5 9 3 2 4 7 6

7 9 2 4 6 1 8 3 5

3 4 6 7 5 8 2 9 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 31

10% off McCully's spirited jams & jellies

Store Hours in December

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Tuesday – Sunday – 10 – 5
Saturday – 9 – 5  |  Closed Mondays

Christmas Baking
Let McCully's take care of your Christmas Baking. Give us a 

call to order fruit pies, tarts, apple crisp and cookies
In the Freezers

McCully's freezers are full of locally raised meat, including 
large roasting chickens, turkey breasts, and lamb as well as 

pork, beef and bison. 
Christmas Gift Baskets

McCully's Gift Baskets full of our homemade and local 
products are always a welcome gift during the holiday season.
We have prepared baskets or you can customize a basket for 

that special someone on your list.

Christmas at McCully's

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

If you’ve been to the Pyramid Centre lately, you 
may have noticed a new addition by the pool. At 
first glance, this device may look like a vending ma-
chine, but it is so much more. The Pyramid Pickup 
is a special machine that lets you check out Library 
books! Simply scan your Library card by placing it 
in the slot under the scanner and enter your PIN 
(usually the last four digits of your phone num-
ber). Then, open the door, take the items you would 
like, close the door, choose your receipt option, and 
you’re all set! Please put any returns in the book 
drop nearby.

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

“On a Snowy Night” tells the story of Rosa Rabbit, a 
bunny gifted to Brandon on his fifth birthday. On a 
cold night before Christmas, Brandon accidentally 

leaves Rosa outside. Cold and scared, Rosa is res-
cued by wild animals who use their various talents 
to help her get warm and lead her back home. Writ-
ten by Jean Little and illustrated by Brain Deines, 
this story reminds us of the commitment involved 
with having a pet and shows us how it feels to be 
neglected by those we love, even if it’s unintention-
al. “On a Snowy Night” can be found in our picture 
book section.

Up This Week

Friday, Dec. 16th: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Dec. 17th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Dec. 19th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Dec. 20th: Book Club (11:00am)

Wednesday, Dec. 21st: Writing Club (6:00pm)

Thursday, Dec. 22nd: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Thank you St. Marys! On behalf of the Giving Tuesday 
Committee we would like to extend our most heartfelt 
thanks for making St. Marys part of the World's Larg-
est Generosity Movement! So many amazing things 
happened in St. Marys on Tuesday, November 29, 2022. 

More than 70 businesses, groups and organizations 
had initiatives to give back to local charities in our 
community. Our Pull Up a Chair Event saw more than 
70 stunning chairs auctioned off to raise more than 
$6,000 for the Community Dinners held at the United 
Church. 

All of these things happened because of the kindness 
and generosity of the citizens of St. Marys. You all 
pulled together and did what you could and it mat-
ters! From bake sales, to warm clothes drives, to food 

drives, to giving life to old chairs, to buying lunch for 
a group of kids, to donating the proceeds from sales 
and to buying the guy behind you their coffee, all of 
those things and many, many more happened in Our 
Town on Giving Tuesday! And during this amazing 
day, there were lots of smiles and conversations that 
had not been had for a long time, those things mat-
tered even more! 

So St. Marys, please be proud of what you participated 
in, lots of you do special things every day and that is so 
important but on this day, together we did an incred-
ible thing! Thank you so very much! We can't wait to 
see the magic in 2023.

With Love and Gratitude, The St. Marys Giving Tues-
day Committee

Straight from the Shelves
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

To find the 

Purrr-f
ect gift

Why did the cat 

go downtown?

Jacklyn Kittmer (7)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
Why did the 

tightrope walker visit 
the bank?

He wanted to get his 
balance

Why did Patrick eat 
money?

His mom said it was 
his lunch money.

Why can't computers 
play tennis?

They try to surf the 
net.

What does the 
Invisible Man drink 

at snack time?

Evaporated milk.

What kind of running 
means walking

Running out of gas.

What goes up and 
down but never 

moves?

The stairs

Why did the kid put 
his head into the 

piano?

He wanted to play 
by ear.

Why did the kid run 
to school?

Because he was 
chased by the 
spelling bee.

What did the tie say 
to the hat?

"You go on a head 
and I'll hang around 

here."

Where do snowmen 
keep their money?

In a snowbank.

What do you get 
when you cross a 

monkey and a pansy?

A chimpansy.

- Word Search -

Ice hockey

Ringette

Bobsled

Snowboarding

Curling

Figure skating

Luge

Speed skating

Cross country 

skiing

Biathlon

Ski jumping

Skeleton

WINTER SPORTS
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Crockett, a 2 year old 
border collie/heeler mix. He loves pestering 

the cats, going to doggie daycare, barking at the 
neighbors, his best friend Alicia, his brother 
Jarrett, playing frisbee and walks with his 

Daddy.  But his most favorite is when Grandma 
Joyce comes to visit.  He rules the Whatley home.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Holiday Pet Safety Tip #2
Tinsel

Avoid decorating with tinsel. If 
swallowed , tinsel can obstruct a 

pet's digestive system.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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COMMUNITY —

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Laramie

$73,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,302 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,167 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Rogue

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
46,738 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

New Perth South Council

The 2022-26 Council for the Township of Perth South are pictured above following 
their inaugural meeting. From left to right, Councillor Jim Van Nes, Councillor Jai-
me Martin, Councillor Robert Wilhelm, Mayor Jim Aitcheson, Deputy Mayor Sue 
Orr, Councillor Sam Corriveau, Councillor Mark Bell.  (Contributed)

Generous donation from 
Royal Canadian Legion

Perth Regiment Veterans' Branch 236 R.C.L. recently presented Jennifer Morris  
(middle) of the Salvation Army with a car load of donated food and toys collected 
at the Branch as well as two cheques totaling near $4,000.  Making the presenta-
tions  are L.A. President Marion Golz (left) and Branch President "Bim" Graham.
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Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday 
& Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or
519-271-7755

OBITUARY

Bearss
James “Jim” Bearss, 85, 
formerly of Exeter, passed 
away peacefully on Decem-
ber 9, 2022, with family by 
his side. 
Loving spouse to Colleen 
Swanson of 32 years, won-
derful father of Dan Bearss 
(Irene), Rob Bearss (Janet), 
and Marnie MacMeekin 

(Gordon), predeceased by his beloved son Mark 
Bearss. Proud grandfather of nine grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren, with another on her 
way. Also survived by his loving sisters, Barbara 
Jefferson, and Donna MacGregor (Barry), as well 
as many much-loved nieces and nephews and 
great nieces and nephews. Jim is also predeceased 
by his brother, Ken Bearss, and his sisters, Carolyn 
Bradford, Marj Hutchison, Brenda Ostler, and his 
brother-in-law Norman Jefferson. 
Jim began his career as a farmer, focused on mixed 
farming. From there he developed J.Bearss Machin-
ery his own farm machinery business, sold farm real 
estate, and was a trusted salesman working for var-
ious farm businesses throughout the years. 
Later in life Jim was well known for his column with 
the Exeter Times, writing the ‘Senior Perspective’ 
keeping Seniors apprised of upcoming events, 
available resources, and providing them with a joke 
or two. His personal contribution to the Senior Com-
munity gained him recognition as Exeter’s Citizen of 
the Year in 2004, an honour he was very proud of. 
Cremation has taken place. 
A private family funeral will be conducted. A grave-
side memorial service will be held in the spring at 
the Kirkton Union Cemetery. Memorial donations 
may be made to Diabetes Canada, or the charity 
of your choice. Arrangements are with Andrew L. 
Hodges Funeral Home (519) 284-2820. On-line 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

McArthur
Peacefully, surrounded by 
her children, Carol Anne 
(Hogg) McArthur, passed 
away on December 9, 2022 
at Stratford General Hospital. 
Carol is survived by her 
sons, Cory (Renee) and 
Mark (Erin) and her 8 grand-
children: Magdalene, Chloe, 
Maryn, Henry, Benjamin, 

Jack, Everett and Annie. Also survived and loved by 
her siblings, Jane (Jacques), Marlene (Dave), and 
Rick as well as many cousins, nieces, nephews, 
and extended family. Predeceased by her loving 
husband of 39 years, Kim, as well as her parents 
Lorne and Fern Hogg (Nelson).  
Carol was born and raised in St. Marys and loved 
her town. She had just celebrated her 66th birthday, 
and did it doing what she loved best - spending time 
with her boys. She loved scrapbooking, cheering on 
the Montreal Canadiens, spoiling her 8 grandchil-
dren, and spending time up at the trailer. Some of 
Carol’s favourite times of the year were Christmas 
and the annual Nelson Family Reunion, her pres-
ence will be greatly missed in years to come. 
Cremation has taken place.  Family and friends 
are invited to the ST. MARYS UNITED CHURCH, 
85 Church St. S. St. Marys, on January 6, 2023 for 
visiting from noon until the time of the Memorial Ser-
vice at 2 pm. Interment to follow in St. Marys Ceme-
tery. Memorial donations can be made to St. Marys 
Friendship Centre as well as the St. Marys Minor 
Hockey Association. Online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca

IN MEMORIAM

Smith
In Loving Memory of

Kenneth Smith 
Mar. 16, 1928-
Dec. 30, 2016

Patricia Smith 
Mar. 27, 1930-
Dec. 2, 2017

Daniel Smith 
Sept. 24, 1954-
Jan. 24, 2018

MISSING YOU MOM AND DAD AT CHRISTMAS
It’s sad that you’re not with us

At this lovely time of year,
But we have precious memories

Of when you both were here.
You made Christmas special

The way it’s meant to be,
Filled with love and kindness

And generosity.
You were the dearest Mom and Dad.

We know that we were blessed,
And pray that Christmas Angels

Bring you sweet eternal rest.

$180 / Team

JANUARY 14TH, 2023 

CONTACT:
Melanie Curtis

melcurtis08@gmail.com

Jamie O'Shea
osheafarms@hotmail.com

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. Dec. 04 - Carol Richardson, Stratford   $50.00

Mon. Dec. 05 - Keith Finnie, St. Marys   $50.00

Tues. Dec. 06 - Tanya Drouillard, Stratford   $50.00

Wed. Dec. 07 - Barb Heppler, Waterloo   $50.00

Thurs. Dec. 08 - David Jutzi, Tavistock   $50.00

Fri. Dec. 09 - David Hunt, Stratford   $50.00

Sat. Dec. 10 - Laurie Tannahill, Stratford   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
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Baby Faces of 2022
Baby’s Name___________________________________________________

Male or Female _______________  Date of Birth___________________ 

Place of Birth __________________________________________________

Weight (birth) _______________ Weight (now)____________________

Parent(s) Name ________________________________________________

Siblings (Name[s] & Age) _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Grandparents __________________________________________________

What I Liked best about 2022: (a reply your baby might make) 

_________________________________________________________________

  ONLY $49.99 + HST

EMAIL YOUR PHOTO TO INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM 
BY DEC 15TH AND SEE YOUR LITTLE ONE IN OUR DEC 29TH 

YEAR IN REVIEW EDITION.

Mon to Fri 9 am - 5 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm 
5021 Perth Line 8, St. Marys, ON 

519-229-6856 
info@stonetowncheese.com 
www.stonetowncheese.com

The taste of the Swiss Alps close to home. 
From our farm to your table award winning 

handcrafted alpine style cheese.

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF LOCAL FOOD 

with our gift boxes 
and gift baskets!

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

VVOOYYAAGGEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  
MMIIDDNNIIGGHHTT  SSUUNN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS ON 
THE HOLLAND AMERICA ROTTERDAM

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL
MENDING

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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HOME CARE

End of life care providers 
in the comfort of your 

own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
519-777-9393
gracepalliation@gmail.com
www.gracepalliation.com

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com
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Sudoku

Id: 136121

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 30

3 1 7
9 2 4 8
2 8
6 8 4 3

6 9
8 3 1
1 8 5 9 7 6

2 1 3
7 2 1

Solution
4 6 8 3 1 9 7 5 2

9 5 1 6 2 7 3 4 8

2 7 3 5 8 4 6 1 9

6 1 9 8 4 3 5 2 7

5 2 4 1 7 6 9 8 3

8 3 7 2 9 5 1 6 4

1 8 5 9 3 2 4 7 6

7 9 2 4 6 1 8 3 5

3 4 6 7 5 8 2 9 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) 51 by Wayne Gretzky 
2) Cable Pulse 
3) Wisk 
4) Captain James Cook 
5) Australia 
6) Christopher Columbus 
7) Sitting Bull 
8) Cuba 
9) Krypton 
10) Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Found
Amazon Card Call 519-284-4443

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE FOR 
JUST $10 

PER WEEK

PLEASE CALL 
Charity 519-273-3564

Or Sharon 519-305-0445

LOOKING FOR AN APPRENTICE OR 
A LICENSED HAIR STYLIST AT 

STRATFORD FIRST CHOICE
Full and part-time available 

Hiring bonus 
$250 Part Time
$500 Full Time

HELP WANTED

Stratford Police Service
We currently have openings for the following position: 

Please refer to the Stratford Police Service website at 
www.stratfordpolice.com for details of the duties for this 
position, minimum qualifications, and application 
submission process. This is volunteer position with no 
financial remuneration.

Application forms will be available on the Stratford Police 
Service website at www.stratfordpolice.com under the 
“Careers – Auxiliary Unit” link. Applications will also be 
available at the front counter of the Stratford Police 
Service.

Completed applications packages for this position will be 
accepted until 4 pm on Friday December 30th, 2022. 

Please mail or deliver completed applications to Stratford 
Police Service, 17 George Street West, Box 21041, 
Stratford, ON   N5A 7V4.

Applications can also be emailed to: 
auxiliary@stratfordpolice.com

The initial training will take place in the spring of 2023.
We thank all applicants for their interest; however only 

those selected for an interview will be contacted. 

Auxiliary Police Constable

HELP WANTED

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier 
on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – see Page 25
St. Marys Holiday Light Tour – December 9, 2022 – January 
1, 2023 – See Page 5
Friday, December 16
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw (turkeys and hams)  – 6:30 pm
- Horse and wagon rides from Milt Dunnell field – 6:30 to 
8:30 pm
- St. Marys Presbyterian Church “Carolling around the 
block” – 6:30 pm, Please pre-register
- Pat Payton Night at the PRC
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at the PRC – 
7:30 pm
Saturday, December 17
- Coca Cola Christmas Caravan starts at The Flats – 5 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- Horse and wagon rides from Milt Dunnell field – 6:30 to 
8:30 pm
- Harmony of Friends concert at the Presbyterian Church 
– 7 pm, Donations welcome
- St. Marys United Church “Classical Christmas Concert” – 
7 pm, $20 admission
Sunday, December 18
- A.N.A.F. Mixed darts – 12:30 pm
Monday, December 19
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys United Church – 5 
pm, Sponsored by the United Church
Wednesday, December 21
- St. Marys Presbyterian Church “Longest Night Worship” 
– 7 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs London Nationals at Western Fair 
– 7 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per  
week advertise your          

business in need
Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or email 

ads@stmarysindependent.com
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Winter 
Relief Fund 

The Hydro One & Design trademark is owned by Hydro One Inc.

At Hydro One, we believe in bringing hope 
to families, when they need it most. With 
our Winter Relief Fund, we’re providing 
financial assistance, payment flexibility  
and more choice, so you can focus on  
what truly matters. 

Connect with our Customer Care Team  
to access Winter Relief  1.888.664.9376   
HydroOne.com/WinterRelief


