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By Spencer Seymour

The Ontario Health Coalition is extremely con-
cerned about the provincial government's current 
approach to dealing with healthcare, and last week, 
they brought their run of community-specific town 
hall-style meetings to St. Marys.

According to Ontario Health Coalition Board Chair 
Ross Sutherland, the Ontario government is try-
ing to privatize the provincial healthcare industry, 
which he is vehemently fighting against.

"The Ford government has a very aggressive agen-
da to cut back on the public healthcare system in 
favour of shifting work to for-profit companies," 
Sutherland said. "The government has brought in 
legislation that deepens the chaos in home care, 
leaving unknown people in charge."

"We've all seen the serious, negative, life-threaten-
ing effects of privatization of long-term care from 
when the government privatized most of the homes 
30 years ago. The government is ignoring the worst 
homes in this crisis and extending their contracts."

Sutherland also took issue with Bill 7, which the 
Ontario Nurses' Association says "fundamentally 
changes the way seniors, patients with disabilities 
and those with diverse mental health needs are 
treated in our healthcare system."

"Under this new legislation, which took effect on 
September 21, Alternate Level of Care (ALC) pa-
tients can be coerced into long-term care (LTC) 
homes that are not of their choosing and without 
their consent," says the ONA on their website. "If 
patients refuse to move, hospitals will charge $400 
per day that they remain in the hospital."

Sutherland then talked about Bill 124, a law limit-
ing wage increases for public sector workers, which 
an Ontario court struck as unconstitutional. The 
Ford government stated they plan to appeal that 

As a challenging respiratory illness 
season continues, Huron Perth Public 
Health (HPPH) is extending the avail-
ability of flu shots at its COVID-19 
vaccine clinics until the end of De-
cember. 

HPPH began offering flu shots on 
November 15 to individuals receiv-
ing a COVID-19 vaccine and has seen 
good uptake.

Anyone aged five and older who is 
receiving a COVID-19 vaccination at 
an HPPH clinic can also receive a flu 
shot if they wish. HPPH is not offer-

ing influenza vaccines on their own at 
these clinics.

“I strongly recommend that everyone 
six months and older get a flu shot, es-
pecially as we head into the busy hol-
iday season,” says Dr. Miriam Klassen, 
Medical Officer of Health for Huron 
Perth. “Influenza is a serious illness 
that can lead to severe outcomes to 
the very young, the very old and those 
who are immunocompromised. The 
flu shot is your best defence against 
the flu.”
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Ontario Health Coalition Board Chair Ross Sutherland led a virtual discussion 
with community members last week about the state of healthcare in Ontario and, 
in particular, St. Marys. The 'town hall'-style meeting is available to watch on the 
Ontario Health Coalition's YouTube page.
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Influenza is circulating in Huron 
Perth and causing severe illness in 
children and youth this year. Together 
with respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) 
this is putting pressure on the pediat-
ric acute care system.

Influenza vaccines continue to be 
available at pharmacies, for those 
ages two and older, and at primary 

care provider (family doctor or nurse 
practitioner) offices for those ages six 
months and older. 

For more information about influen-
za vaccines, visit www.hpph.ca/flu. To 
find a list of HPPH COVID-19 vacci-
nation clinics for the month of De-
cember, visit www.hpph.ca/getvacci-
nated. 

Layers of Protection 

Protect yourself, your loved ones and 
the community by using layers of 
protection during this “triple threat” 
season of COVID, RSV and influenza 
circulating at the same time. These 
layers include: 

- Staying home if you are sick 

- Screening for respiratory symptoms 
daily 

- Wearing a mask in indoor public set-

tings 

- Staying up-to-date with vaccines 
(including COVID-19 and influenza) 

- Practicing good hand hygiene 

- Regularly cleaning high-touch sur-
faces

More information on using layers of 
protection can be found at www.hpph.
ca/layerup.

decision.

"By refusing to withdraw [Bill 124] 
in the face of the worsening staffing 
crisis," continued Sutherland, "this is 
a fork in the eye of people who work 
in the healthcare sector. And, unbe-
lievably, the government denies that 

there is a staffing and funding crisis 
in healthcare."

Sutherland called the number of clo-
sures by emergency rooms and other 
health care services "unprecedented", 
saying there have been 100 emer-
gency department closures since the 
Summer in Ontario. He also stated 

that "every large hospital is running 
at close to or over 100 percent capac-
ity." According to Sutherland, a well-
run hospital should be operating at 
approximately 85 percent.

The meeting, including its ques-
tion-and-answer portion, is available 
for viewing on the Ontario Health 

Coalition's YouTube page. To find the 
video, go to youtube.com and search 
for "St. Marys Hospital Emergen-
cy Town Hall Meeting". You can also 
contact the Ontario Health Coalition 
by emailing ohc@sympatico.ca and 
for more information, go to ontario-
healthcoalition.ca.
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $8.16
New Crop – $7.43

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $19.29
New Crop – $18.05

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $9.09
New Crop – $9.41

Sponsored by

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

Ontario Health Coalition holds town hall-style 
meeting about St. Marys Memorial Hospital

Flu shots now available at COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
throughout December 
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Quote of the Week

“McLean Taylor is a strong local business that has 
supported us in the past and continues to support us. We’re 
just very grateful for their donation”.

- Cindy Bilyea, Hospital Foundation Board Chair after a 
pledge of $300K was received from McLean Taylor.

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Chocolate covered 
raisins, cherries, orange 
slices & strawberries all 
count as fruit, so we can 
eat as many as we want. 

Take time to relax 
especially when you 
don’t have time for it. 

Life is not measured by 
the number of breaths 

we take, but by the 
moments that take our 

breath away. 

Do for others with 
no desire of returned 
favour. We all should 
plant some trees we’ll 

never sit under.

Sponsored by:

395 Queen Street West
AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAR

36 Water St. St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
Info@stmarysindependent.com

Phone: 519.284.0041

Publisher
Stewart Grant • stew@granthaven.com

Editor in Chief
Frank Doyle • info@stmarysindependent.com

Graphic Design / Layout
Tyler Carruthers • info@stmarysindependent.com

Sales Representative
Stewart Grant • ads@stmarysindependent.com

Billing Administrator
June Grant • junegrant48@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant
Wendy Lamond • wendylamond74@gmail.com

Contributors
Pat Payton, Rob Edney, Nancy Bickell, Mary Smith, Nancy Abra,           

Lauren Eedy, Spencer Seymour,  Sarah Cairns, Paul Knowles

www.stmarysindy.com

facebook.com/stmarysindy twitter.com/stmarysindy

St. Marys Independent

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Haven't been to the 

Post Office in three 

months.

I complimented a co-

worker on taking part 

in the ugly Christmas

sweater day......... 
 She 

wasn't.

 

By Martin Straathof, Ontario Farmland 
Trust's Executive Director 

“Extremely disappointing” are the 
words Ontario Farmland Trust’s (OFT) 
Executive Director Martin Straathof 
uses to summarize the recently passed 
Bill 23, More Homes Built Faster Act, 
2022. Despite all the briefs, demon-
strations, letters and submissions from 
many groups and citizens of Ontario 
urging the government to drop Bill 23 
as many argued it will be ineffective 
at dealing with housing affordability, 
the Ontario Government decided to 
pass the legislation. OFT was among 
these groups and provided eight writ-
ten submissions on the issues, as well 
as signing onto an inter-agency let-
ter, citing the threat this Bill poses to 
farmland. 

The controversial Bill 23 will signifi-
cantly reduce protections for farm-
land in provincial land use planning 
allowing for sprawling development 
instead of sustainable communities. 
The bill was passed on November 28, 
2022, despite the public comment pe-
riod still being open. 

We know that the rate of farmland loss 
in Ontario has increased dramatically 
since the 2016 Census of Agriculture, 
from 175 acres to 319 acres of farm-
land being lost every single day. In the 
past 35 years, Ontario has already lost 
nearly 20% of its farmland. With the 
increased rate of farmland loss, On-
tario’s 11.8 million acres of farmland 
in production today will be gone with-
in the next 100 years.

 “The passing of this Act is a regres-
sion of our current planning process-
es. What we need are creative and 

innovative solutions to balance the 
intersecting needs of farmland pro-
tection and housing development,” 
Martin said. “The Ontario Farmland 
Trust is now calling on developers to 
do their part and work with us to de-
velop these solutions so that the out-
comes benefit society as a whole.” 

He added that opening Ontario’s farm-
land up for development should en-
courage more people to permanently 
protect their farms with OFT. The fight 
to preserve farmland, natural areas, 
and the Greenbelt does not stop here. 

During the Bill 23 consultation period 
there was a substantial support calling 
for farmland protection, natural area 
conservation, and securing a healthy 
future for Ontarians. 

Martin described this as truly inspir-
ing and noted that this kind of col-
lective action does have the power 
to make a difference. That is why the 
Ontario Farmland Trust encourages 
people to not stop here. Here are four 
ways that you can help: 1) Reach out 
to Ontario Farmland Trust and other 
conservation groups to see how you 
can support their work 2) Call your 
MPP and let them know you disagree 
with Bill 23 3) Join a local rally in sup-
port of farmland and natural habitat 
4) Talk to your friends, family, and co-
workers and encourage them to join in 
these activities 

Please, continue to add your voice to 
the opposition of Bill 23, continue to 
support real affordable housing ini-
tiatives, and continue to support our 
farmland and natural areas. OFT is 
here to support

Innovative policies needed 
to protect farmland 

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week. 

1) Bravos to the young hockey 
players who addressed their men-
tal health and addiction issues in 
a public forum and sharing it in 
the paper last week. Their honesty 
and courage will benefit many and 
open the door for others to speak 
their truth.

2) Bravo to the new Canadian Tire 
owners and their mechanic Sean 
who were very obliging when my 
car died and required a new bat-
tery. The customer service, prompt 
service and expertise was beyond 
commendable and deeply appreci-
ated.

3) Bravo for the great experience 
with the young people working the 
window at McDonalds drive-thru 
who were so accommodating, per-
sonable and greeted me with kind 
respect on the weekend.

We have two Boos this week. 

1) Boo for the traffic lights not 
having a better timing schedule 
which is causing unnecessary bot-
tlenecks. 

2) Boo to the guy complaining last 
week about no bagpipes in the pa-
rade. He should have played his 
bagpipes since nobody else signed 
up to do it.
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COMMUNITY —

WinterLights

Our wonderful WinterLights have been lit for the season!

Enjoy the display nightly from 5 - 11 PM until Sunday, 
January 1, 2023. Free horse and wagon rides will be 
offered close to Christmas. 

You can help keep the WinterLights free for all by 
donating to the display online at townofstmarys.com/
winterlights.

Details: townofstmarys.com/happyholidays or 519-284-2340, ext. 272

Holiday Light Tour

See the Stonetown’s best dressed homes on the 
Holiday Light Tour!  The tour will be available on Friday, 
December 9:

• On the free Driftscape app
• On our website (discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays)
• In hard copy at Town Hall

Details: events@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-2340, ext. 249

Festive Skates & Swims

Enjoy a free, festive skate or swim at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre, courtesy of local sponsors! 

Free Skates 
Sponsored by Petals & Foliage
Dec 24, 10 am - 12 PM

Sponsored by Downie Optimist Club
Dec 28, 1:30 - 3:15 pm
Dec 30, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Jan 3, 1:15 - 3:15 pm
Jan 5, 9:45 - 11:15 am

Free Swims
Sponsored by Downie Optimist Club
December 27, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 
December 29, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 
January 4, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Updated Census Data

Even mathematicians make mistakes! 

When the last census pegged St. Marys at just 7,386 
residents, we asked Statistics Canada for a re-count. 

Turns out they misallocated 308 residents and our 
actual population is 7,694.

Statistics Canada has apologized for the error and plans 
to update the census numbers on their website.

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
Crier

St. Marys Hospital 
Foundation receives two 
large bequests

Thanks to the generosity of community-minded MacLean Taylor Construction, the 
St. Marys Healthcare Foundation was the recipient of a $300,000 donation.  Pic-
tured front row, L to R, are Cindy Bilyea, chair of the Foundation; Lisa Luyten, 
Damodar Khanal, Carol Anne DeNeve, Vicki Inchley, Jeff Jones and Andrew Wil-
liams, CEO of the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance.

Back row, L to R are Ken McLean, Braeden Marcaccio, Matt Holliday, Steve Fife, 
Cory McLean, Mike Doupe, and St. Marys Healthcare Foundation Vice Chair, 
Amanda McCurdy and Campaign Chair, Ken McCutcheon.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

The Town of St. Marys is pleased to announce that $300,000 has been donated to the 
St. Marys Healthcare Foundation for rejuvenating patient and staff rooms, making 
washrooms more accessible, and improving the electrical and mechanical systems 
up to today's standards which will provide better care for the next 30 years.

Front row, L to R - Deputy Mayor Fern Pridham, Foundation Vice Chair Amanda 
McCurdy, Councillor Marg Luna, Mayor Al Strathdee, Foundation Chair Cindy Bil-
yea, and Andrew Williams, CEO of the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance.  

Black row, L to R - Councillor Dave Lucas, Councillor Jim Craigmile, Foundation 
Campaign Chair Ken McCutcheon and Councillor Rob Edney.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Ron 
“Hammer” Dunseith who is celebrating 

his 79th birthday on Friday Dec 9. 
Born and raised in St. Pauls, the mayor 

has 2 children and 6 grandchildren. 
Happy Birthday Ron! 

������������
��������������������
	
���
���
��
��
���
�����

��������������������
�����������
�������������������������������

����������������������������


	��������������������������������	���	������	�����  �

��   

�����������������������
��������������������������������������
�����������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������

������������
����

�����������������

������
���

��������������

����������
����

�����������������

����������
����

�����������������

����������������������������������

October 3 - December 19, 2022 October 3 - December 19, 2022 October 3 - December 19, 2022 September 15 - December 11, 2022 

1)If you are from Toronto 
you are a Torontonian. What 
are you if you were born on 
Manitoulin Island? 

2)Which type of wine does 
Alanis Morissette mentioned 
in her song "Ironic? 

3)The FIFA World Cup is 
on. What do the letters FIFA 
stand for?

4)The colorless cells in the blood that help combat 
infection are known by what name? 

5)Located in southeast England along the Thames 
River opposite Windsor is what large public school, 
founded in 1440 by Henry VI? 

6)Dry ice is the solid form of what chemical 
compound? 

7) In the 1970’s Jim Henson and his Muppets released 
two single records that became national hits on the 
Billboard music charts. Which songs? 

8)Who was the first person to break the sound barrier? 

9)How many tiles are there in a game of Scrabble? 

10)What chess piece can move in any direction, one 
space at a time?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

In an election held on Decem-
ber 1, 2022 at the Best Western 
Arden Park Hotel in Stratford, 
Perth County Council elected 
Rhonda Ehgoetz, the Mayor of 
Perth East, as Warden of Perth 
County. The position of War-
den is elected each year and the 
2022-2023 term will be the first 
term for Ehgoetz as Warden.

Warden Ehgoetz has served 
twenty-two years in politics with 
twelve years serving on County 
Council. Three of her terms on 
County Council have been serv-
ing in the role of Deputy Warden 
alongside Jim Aitcheson. During 
her time on County Council, she 
has served as County repre-
sentative on all but one of the 
Boards and Committees.

“I want to thank past Warden Jim 
(Aitcheson) for his time serving 
as Warden for the past 3 terms. 
I look forward to stepping into 
this new role, and appreciate 
the support of my fellow Coun-
cil members.” said Ehgoetz. “The 
County has a lot of exciting proj-
ects and priorities to move for-
ward over the coming year and I 
look forward to leading Council 

through these tasks.”

“I look forward to working as a 
team alongside staff to continue 
progress towards a new Official 
Plan, updated Strategic Plan, 
and the ongoing construction on 
the County’s Courthouse Cam-
pus.” said Ehgoetz. “It remains 
my main goal to continue mak-
ing Perth County a great place to 
live, work, and play.”

In addition to the election of 
Ehgoetz as Warden, Doug Kel-
lum, Deputy Mayor for North 
Perth, was acclaimed to the role 
of Deputy Warden. “I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to be 
Deputy Warden. This will bring 
a new facet to my role on Coun-
ty Council.” said Kellum. “I look 
forward to working alongside 

Warden Ehgoetz and staff for 
the upcoming term.”

“On behalf of County staff, I 
want to extend my heartfelt con-
gratulations to Warden Ehgoetz 
and Deputy Warden Kellum on 
their election and acclamation 
respectively.” said Chief Admin-
istrative Officer Lori Wolfe. “We 
look forward to working togeth-
er over the coming year to con-
tinue work on a variety of excit-
ing projects and initiatives.”

Perth County Council is com-
prised of 10 members repre-
senting the four lower-tier Mu-
nicipalities: The Municipality of 
North Perth, The Township of 
Perth South, The Township of 
Perth East, and The Municipality 
of West Perth.

Rhonda Ehgoetz elected as Perth 
County Warden for 2022-2023
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The St. Marys Fire Department is 
honored to announce Deputy Fire 
Chief Brent Dundas as the December 
2022 “Firefighter of the Month.”

Dundas joined the department as 
a firefighter in December 1982. 
Throughout his career he displayed 
a keen interest to steadily progress 
through the ranks to becoming a Dep-
uty Fire Chief. In 1989, he was pro-
moted to Captain and in 2008 attained 
the rank and position of Deputy Fire 
Chief. He will be retiring on Decem-
ber 31, 2022, after 40 years of service.

“As a highly dedicated and exempla-
ry public servant, Deputy Fire Chief 
Dundas has been vital to the senior 
leadership team at the St. Marys Fire 
Department,” said Fire Chief Richard 
“Andy” Anderson. “Deputy Fire Chief 
Dundas has served the St. Marys Fire 
Department for 40 years and his jour-
ney to becoming deputy chief is a tes-
tament to the organization’s focus on 
professional development and men-
torship. I extend my congratulations 
to Deputy Fire Chief Dundas and his 
family on this well-deserved recogni-
tion.”

Dundas is the recipient of the 20-
year Fire Services Exemplary Service 
Medal, the 25-year Ontario Fire Ser-
vices Long Service Medal and 30-year 
Bar Firefighter Award.

Brent Dundas has an impressive re-
cord of accomplishments as the Dep-
uty Fire Chief. His experience is an 
asset to the leadership team of the 
St. Marys Fire department and com-
plements Chief Anderson’s vision to 
modernize the service and to focus on 
innovation.

“When I started in 1982, we did not 
have near the equipment we are so 
fortunate to have now.” said Dundas. 
“The equipment that we have pro-
cured over the last six years to fight 
fires, conduct water rescues and ve-
hicle extraction operations, is top 
of its class.  This makes it safer and 
easier for us to perform our duties. 
Thank you to Fire Chief Anderson, 
Town Council and the community for 
their vital roles in helping us procure 
equipment, it makes a huge differ-
ence in the way we go about saving 
lives.”

“Being Deputy Chief comes with its 
challenges such having the ability to 
make quick decisions in ever-chang-
ing conditions.” says Dundas. “From 
the time you arrive on the scene and 
throughout the operation, you are 
constantly evaluating how to keep the 
firefighters safe so that they are able 
to complete the task at hand. I always 
tell myself that I would never send 
anyone anywhere, that I wouldn’t go 
myself. In the end, I want to make 
sure all firefighters come home safe! 
I have learned a lot from past Fire 
Chiefs, Captains and firefighters, and 
I am still today from Fire Chief An-
derson, Fire Officers and all the fire-
fighters.”

Dundas was raised in St. Marys. “I 
wanted to join the fire department be-
cause both my dad and brother were 
firefighters in town. Watching them 
respond to emergencies sparked my 
interest, so I ended up going to some 
calls with my dad and watching what 
they did… that’s when I knew one day, 
I wanted to join the St Marys Fire De-
partment too!” says Dundas.

He is married to Darlene, and they 

have three children Justin, Bran-
don, and Nate. They also have seven 
grandchildren. Brent is retired from 
St. Marys Cement. “I am proud to have 
two of my sons that have completed 
Fire College and are serving on the St. 
Marys Fire Department, and my third 
son was also accepted to Fire College, 
but instead chose a different path in 
landscape design.”

Deputy Fire Chief Dundas will be for-
mally recognized for his service in the 
new year.

Deputy Fire Chief Brent Dundas named Firefighter 
of the Month for December

COMMUNITY —

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

NOW OFFERING ORTHODONTICS, 
TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

Adopt   Give   Extend   Gift
Hope for the Holidays

KWSPHUMANE.CA

ADOPT  a furry friend 
GIFT a wish list item
GIVE a donation
EXTEND a hand & volunteer 

Give the gift of hope to people and pets
this holiday season!
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COMMUNITY —

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

Giving Tuesday – Pull Up a Chair Event

By Lauren Eedy

On Tuesday November 29th, the St. 
Marys United Church opened its 
doors to the St. Marys Giving Tues-
day committee. Over 100 painted 
and refinished chairs created by 
locals were offered for live and si-
lent auctions with proceeds being 

donated to Community Dinners 
held bi-weekly at the Church every 
month. 

The event was held between 6-8pm 
with a baked goods sale put on by 
both Holy Name of Mary Catholic 
School and Little Falls Public School 
as well as featuring two food trucks 

- Chris Campbell of Campbells' Ca-
tering and Dave Stewart from Sun-
set Diner. 

In addition, DCVI band students 
provided upbeat, musical entertain-
ment for bidders. Mayor Al Strath-
dee impressed everyone with his 
auctioneering expertise, capping off 

an entertaining evening for charity. 

In total, the evening raised over 
$6,000 for Community Dinners 
making this another successful Giv-
ing Tuesday event showing just how 
wonderful our community is when it 
comes to supporting one another. 

Another Giving Tuesday project was the auction of individually decorated chairs 
at the St. Marys United Church on November 29.  Mayor Al Strathdee was the 
auctioneer for the event and was assisted by Julie Docker-Johnson.  Approximate-
ly $6,000 was raised with the funds designated for the Community Dinners held 
throughout the year.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

As part of the Giving Tuesday initiative, Stratford Police auxiliary officers, Gracie 
Defoe and Tyson Robinson, along with the local Salvation Army, collected hygiene 
products at Stonetown Foodland on November 29.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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698 Ontario St., Stratford | 519-271-8100
www.anniesseafood.ca

Home of the Navigator 
Stratford’s flight of fish!

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN STRATFORD
AND 9 YEARS OF GLUTEN FREE!

Simplify the holiday entertaining process!
GLUTEN FREE frozen appetizers and finger foods that are oven ready! 

Safe for your gluten-free guests

Regular Menu

Gluten Free Menu 
cooked with gluten 

free dedicated fryers

Don’t be worried 
about serving your 
guests. We do the 

work for you!

WAGHORN, STEPHENS, 
SIPOS & POULTON
LAW PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Holiday Hours of Operation:
Regular business hours 

8:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday to Friday
Closed the week of December 26

We will be closing at 4:30 pm on Dec. 23rd and reopening 
Tuesday, Jan. 3/23 at 8:30 am for regular business hours. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a safe Holiday Season

The Front Porch Christmas Show

The audience at the Front Porch Christmas Show held on Sunday, December 4 were entertained by the Stone-
town Carollers pictured above.  Other musical acts featured Kelly Baker, Paul Droog, Anya Bila, Don & Ade-
line Van Galen and Lee Pickel & Stephen Habermehl.  A special shout out to Chris Campbell who supplied free 
hot chocolate and apple cider.

A Christmas show would not be complete without the 
appearance of Santa Claus.
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SPORTS —
Red-hot Lincolns stay hot on the heels of Nationals
Back-to-back wins over Sarnia, LaSalle leave St. Marys four points back of London

By Pat Payton

Jacob Chantler of the St. Marys Lin-
colns is arguably the best defensive 
centre in the entire Western Confer-
ence.

He recently caught fire and has 
shown that he can contribute offen-
sively as well. In the last nine games, 
the 20-year-old Londoner has seven 
goals and 16 points to move into sec-
ond place in team scoring.

Last Friday night at the PRC, Chantler 
extended his points streak to six 
games with a goal and three assists as 
Lincs downed the LaSalle Vipers 5-4 
in front of about 700 spectators.

"It feels good to get those points," 
Chantler said. "I couldn't do it without 
my linemates getting me the puck. At 
the start of the season, it wasn't going 
for me. I got a lot of chances, but the 
puck wasn't bouncing my way.

"Fortunately, in the last few games, 
things have been going my way and 
the puck has been going in the back 
of the net. I've always believed that if 
you take care of the defensive zone, it 
leads to offence."

Coach Jeff Bradley says it's one of the 
reasons Chantler wears an 'A' on his 
jersey.

"Jacob is one of our heart-beats, and 
we kind of go where he takes us," he 
said. "We're extremely fortunate to 
have a guy like that on our team."

Lincolns on a great roll

Lincolns improved their record to 19-
5-3-0 with their 16th win in the last 

21 games–dating back to the start of 
October.

After weekend action, the sec-
ond-place Lincs sit four points behind 
the front-running London Nationals 
(21-3-2-1) in the West standings.

The Nats picked up three points in 
LaSalle on Sunday. They won a game 
that was stopped in the third period 
back on Oct. 2 when a player was se-
riously injured. The teams played the 
final 12:28 of that game, with London 
leading 5-4, and Nationals tacked on 
an empty-netter to win 6-4. After a 
short break, the teams then played a 
full regulation-time game and Vipers 
won 3-2 in overtime.

Leamington Flyers (17-6-3-0) cur-
rently hold down third place, with 37 
points – four behind St. Marys. LaSal-
le (16-10-1-1) is in fourth spot with 34 
points, followed by Strathroy Rockets 
(12-10-5-1) with 30 points.

Lincolns 5 - Vipers 4

At the PRC last Friday, the red-hot 
Lincolns temporarily moved to with-
in a single point of London with their 
sixth straight win and 12th in the last 
14 games.

Vipers led 3-2 after the first period on 
goals by captain Spencer Lecot (pow-
erplay), Ethan Martin and Nich Gra-
niero. Defenceman Adam Barkley and 
Michael Elliston (with his team-lead-
ing 18th on a powerplay) replied for 
the Lincs.

In the opening 20 minutes, LaSalle 
out-shot St. Marys 25-13. "If it wasn't 
for (goalie) Matteo Lalama, the game 

could have been over pretty quick," 
coach Bradley said. "I don't think we 
realized the game started at 7:30. Af-
ter the first period, we just tried to re-
set."

Lincolns dominated large chunks of 
the middle frame, and were rewarded 
with the tying goal by captain Ethan 
Lamoureux (his eighth) at the 10:57 
mark. Chantler set up the goal with a 
perfect goal-mouth pass.

"I thought we had an outstanding sec-
ond period," Bradley said. "We got a 
little more physical and pushed the 
pace a little bit, and LaSalle seemed 
to have some trouble with that."

Early in the third, Vipers were given 
a four-minute head-contact penalty, 
and Barkley (his sixth) put St. Marys 
ahead 4-3 with a blast from the point 

at 4:57.

With exactly three minutes remain-
ing, Lincs picked up a four-minute 
head-contact penalty – meaning they 
would play the remainder of the game 
shorthanded. LaSalle also pulled goal-
ie Ian Michelone for a 6-on-4 advan-
tage, but it back-fired when Chantler 
(his ninth) scored what proved to be 
the winner into an empty Vipers' net 
with 2:22 left on the clock.

Lecot fired his second powerplay tally 
of the night with 20 seconds remain-
ing, but that's as close as the visitors 
would get.

Overall, shots were 51-38 in favour of 
LaSalle. Lalama, with 47 saves, was 
named Lincolns' player-of-the-game.

"Our top players were our top play-
ers tonight," Bradley added. "With the 
injuries we have right now, these last 
two games really tested our depth. We 
had no passengers in this game."

With the win, Lincs are now 3-0 
against the Vipers to date.

Lincolns 6 - Legionnaires 5 (OT)

At the Pat Stapleton Arena Thursday 
night, Michael Elliston's 17th goal of 
the season – at 1:31 of overtime – lift-
ed Lincolns to a wild 6-5 victory over 
the Legionnaires.

It was the veteran winger's third game 
winner of the season. Matt Prender-
gast set up the winner with a pass to 
the slot, while the teams were play-
ing three aside. "It was a goal scorer's 
goal, a heckuva shot," coach Bradley 
reported.

Jacob Chantler (67) celebrates his shorthanded goal with Lincolns' teammates Mi-
chael Elliston (11) and defenceman Adam Barkley (24) late in last Friday night's 
game against the LaSalle Vipers. The Chantler goal gave Lincs a 5-3 lead, and it 
would stand up as the winner in a 5-4 victory. It extended St. Marys' GOJHL win-
ning streak to six games.  (Payton photo)

Jacob Chantler

While on a second-period powerplay, Lincolns' captain Ethan Lamoureux at-
tempts to tip a point shot past Vipers' goalie Ian Michelone last Friday night at 
the PRC. After weekend action, the second-place Lincs sit just four points behind 
the front-running London Nationals.  (Payton photo)

Continued on page 11
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By Pat Payton

St. Marys Lincolns (19-5-3-0) are on a very good 
roll these days. They've won six in a row and are 
12-2 in the last 14 Western Conference games. 
Coach Jeff Bradley gives the players the lion's 
share of the accolades.

"It's a process, and all the credit goes to the players," 
Bradley told the Independent last week. "They're 
coachable, they work hard, they want to win, they 
care. Not only did (GM) Greg (Smale) assemble a 
good group of hockey players, but a fine group of 
young men.

"It speaks to the character we have in that room. We 
have 23 outstanding guys, and I'm really proud of 
them. I'm really fortunate to be able to coach play-
ers like that. It's hard to find 23 players who care 
about the same thing. It's fun to be around them."

–The Greater Ontario Junior Hockey League (GO-
JHL) recently announced that the Dairy Farmers of 
Ontario (DFO) are the title sponsor for the upcom-
ing GOJHL Future Stars and Top Prospects games. 
The event is being hosted by the Ayr Centennials 
and will take place Tuesday, Dec. 27 at the North 
Dumfries Community Centre.

"We are very pleased to be teaming up with the 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario for this fantastic event. 
I couldn't think of a better partner to help us pro-
mote the best young talent the league has to offer," 
says Brent Garbutt, GOJHL Commissioner.

The Future Stars game features the top 16-year-
olds in the league, while the GOJHL's best 17 and 
18-year-old players will skate in the Top Prospects 
game. Names of the Lincolns taking part in these 
two games will be published at a later date.

–The second-place Lincs have eight games in the 
month of December, including five on the road. St. 
Marys has a great road record (11-2-1-0) to date, 
second best in the entire GOJHL.

–Lincolns' defenceman Adam Barkley recently ac-
cepted the Quadro Communications' Player-of-the-
Month Award for October.

The talented 19-year-old from the Ottawa area has 

six goals and 22 points in 27 games. He leads all St. 
Marys blue-liners in points.

–Lincs have scored 27 powerplay goals in 27 games 
to date. Michael Elliston has seven man-advantage 
goals, Adam Barkley five, Jacob Chantler four, and 
rookie centre Luca Spagnolo three.

Interestingly, Lincolns have had great penalty-kill-
ing this season, but have only scored one short-
handed goal. That came this past Friday night when 
Chantler scored into an empty LaSalle net, and it 
proved to be the game winner in a 5-4 victory over 
the Vipers.

–Lincs dressed St. Marys native Ryan Hodkinson as 
an affiliate skater last Friday night. The 16-year-old 
forward has eight goals and 14 points in 19 games 
with the U18 Huron-Perth 'AAA' Lakers.

Lincolns' veteran forward Cole Schnittker is cur-
rently out of the line-up with appendicitis.

–The first-place London Nationals lost a key player 

when big forward Jacob Julien was recently signed 
by the OHL's London Knights.

Julien, an 18-year-old from London, was one of the 
top scorers in the GOJHL this season with 19 goals 
and 41 points in 22 games.

–Like all GOJHL coaches these days, Matt Beaudoin 
is looking for consistency – game in and game out – 
from his LaSalle Vipers.

"We're starting to play some good hockey and find-
ing that level of consistency that's very important 
at this time of year," Beaudoin said before last Fri-
day's game in St. Marys. "We've had a couple of 
resilient wins in the last couple of games, coming 
back from some big deficits.

"I love breaking the season into segments. We just 
came off a five-game segment and we've started a 
10-game segment. It helps us set goals as a group. 
We want to find a consistent level of play, and build 
on that foundation."

Vipers recently added two players–forward Ethan 
Martin, of Stratford, and goalie Ian Michelone–
from the OHL's Windsor Spitfires.

"Ethan's a nice addition for us, a big, strong kid 
who can skate and hit," Beaudoin said. "The Spits 
traded for a goalie, and Ian gives us a nice one-two 
punch in net."

–There are still two opportunities this month to do-
nate to the Lincs' Toy and Food Drive. Please bring 
an unwrapped toy and non-perishable food item to 
Lincolns' home games on Dec. 16 and Dec. 23 to 
help families in need this holiday season.

–Former Lincs' forward Noah VandenBrink (2021-
22) has four goals and 12 points in eight GOJHL 
games with the Hamilton Kilty B's.

The 17-year-old Belmont native is a Hamilton Bull-
dogs' draft pick, and has one assist in six games 
with the OHL club to date.

VandenBrink was named Lincolns' playoff MVP 
last spring. He also shared the team's rookie-of-
the-year honours with Kyle Morey, now with the 
OHL's Kitchener Rangers.

SPORTS —
Lincs' coach praises players for their current 12-2 run

Elliston goal gives Lincolns 6-5 OT win in Sarnia

GOJHL partners with title sponsor Dairy Farmers of Ontario for upcoming games on Dec. 27

Executive member Jamie McFadden, left, presents 
the Quadro Communications Lincolns' player-of-the-
month award to defenceman Adam Barkley recently. 
The 19-year-old Barkley leads all Lincs' blue-liners in 
points with 22 (6-16) to date.  (Photo by Brandon Boyd)

It was Lincs' third OT victory this 
season, and their second win in a row 
on Sarnia ice, but it didn't come easy.

Lincolns out-shot the Legionnaires 
52-25, but had to battle back from 
2-1, 3-2, 4-3 and 5-4 deficits to earn 
the two points. Lincs pulled rookie 
goalie Carter George for an extra at-
tacker with 1:56 remaining, and Jacob 
Chantler forced extra time with just 
34 seconds left in regulation time. The 
late equalizer was set up by Chase 
MacQueen-Spence.

"Real early in the year, we were find-
ing ways to lose, but now we're find-
ing ways to win," Bradley noted. "It's 
the sign of a good team and a skill in 
itself."

Eric Smith gave St. Marys an early 1-0 
lead, but goals by Nathan Lavender 
and Brayden Kruger (shorthanded) 
put Sarnia ahead 2-1 before the end 
of the first period.

After Lincolns' winger Ethan Lamou-
reux tied it 2-2 at 1:27 of the second 
period, Jackson Birkbeck put Sarnia 
back in front at 7:14.

After that, Lincs dominated the re-
mainder of the period, out-shooting 
the Legionnaires 23-6. Sarnia goalie 
Logan Phillips was sharp, making 22 
saves in the middle frame. After 40 
minutes, Lincolns held a 42-20 ad-
vantage in shots.

The third period opened with a flur-
ry of goals as the teams combined for 
three goals in the first 76 seconds. El-

liston (powerplay) tied it 3-3 just eight 
seconds into the frame. Jaxon Priddle 
put the Legionnaires back on top 4-3 
at the 56-second mark, but Smith tied 
the score again 20 seconds later with 
his fifth of the campaign.

George made a huge stop on a Sarnia 
powerplay late in the period to keep 
the game deadlocked. But with the 
teams back at even strength, Adam 
Maitland gave the home team their 
fourth one-goal lead of the night (5-
4) with 2:19 remaining.

"If it wasn't for the will, and how bad 
we wanted it, things could have caved 
in for us and we could have lost that 
game," Bradley added. "But to come 
away with that one, in that fashion, 
was big for us. We showed no quit."

Smith and Lamoureux finished the 
night with three points apiece for the 
Lincs, while Elliston, Chantler and 
Austin Keleher all earned two points. 
Carter George made 20 saves to im-
prove his record to 5-1-0-1, while 
Phillips made 46 stops for the Le-
gionnaires.

The loss left seventh-place Sarnia 
with a 9-14-4-0 record and 22 points.

This weekend: Lincolns hit the road 
for two games this weekend. They 
travel to St. Thomas Friday for a 7:30 
p.m. date with the Stars. On Sunday, 
they're in Chatham for a 7 o'clock 
face-off against the Maroons.

Next Wednesday, Dec. 14, Lincs make 
the long trip to LaSalle to meet the 
Vipers at 7 p.m.

Continued from page 10
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SPORTS —
Hubbard U18 'B' girls have been good tournament team
Rock splits pair with Woodstock Wildcats on weekend

REFILL NOT 
LANDFILL

YOUR PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES

804 Ontario St. C2 (A&W Plaza) Stratford, ON
Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm

rob@tonerandinkshop.ca
www.tonerandinkshop.ca

519-273-5777
519-305-1003519-305-1003

126 Downie St, Stratford126 Downie St, Stratford

“STRATFORD’S ONLY TRADITIONAL WALK-IN SHOP”“STRATFORD’S ONLY TRADITIONAL WALK-IN SHOP”

HOURS OF TRADINGHOURS OF TRADING

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. 

SATURDAY 8 P.M. - 6 P.M. | CLOSED SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS SATURDAY 8 P.M. - 6 P.M. | CLOSED SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS 

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

By Pat Payton

Coach Don Scott admits that his Hub-
bard Pharmacy U18 'B' girls have 
played their best hockey at tourna-
ments to date this season.

The Rock have won two tournaments 
already – in Windsor and Stratford.

At the Festival Cup in Stratford, The 
U18 Hubbard squad went 4-1 en 
route to bringing home the gold med-
als.

They opened with a 3-1 victory over 
the Woolwich Wild and a 5-1 win over 
the Waterloo Ravens. After a 3-1 loss 
to the Walkerton Capitals, the Rock 
defeated Woolwich 1-0 in the semi-fi-
nals and Waterloo 1-0 in the final. In 
their five tournament games, the Rock 
out-scored their opponents 10-5.

"Honestly, we've been coming to 
play in tournaments, but we've been 
struggling a bit in league (WOGHL) 
games," coach Scott told the Inde-
pendent last week. "We've only won a 
couple of games in league.

"But in tournaments, they show up 
and do the things that the coaches 
ask. It's been coming together more 
in tournaments for us. The effort lev-

el has been there. We haven't tak-
en those shifts off like we have in 
league."

Scott notes that he has a 19-player 
roster. He says the team has been 
getting good goaltending from Matt 
Luyten and Gracey Hillman.

"Both of them have been playing well, 
and we've been getting the timely 
goals and we've been able to defend 
when we do get the lead."

Following the Stratford tournament, 
the Hubbard crew blanked Belmont 
2-0 in WOGHL play. Hillman notched 
the shutout.

Split pair with Woodstock

The U18 girls squad split a pair of 
back-to-back WOGHL games with 
the Woodstock Wildcats this past 
weekend.

The Wildcats won the first meeting, 
2-1 in Woodstock, on Saturday. Back 
at the PRC Sunday night, the Hub-
bard crew built a 3-0 lead and then 
hung for a 3-2 victory in a physical 
and hard-checking affair.

After a scoreless first period, 
hard-working Avery Jones gave St. 

Marys a 1-0 lead on a powerplay just 
16 seconds into the middle frame. 
Lucy Petrie assisted. Only 17 seconds 
after that, centre Natalie Johnston 
made it 2-0 from Avery Faulhafer and 
Hailey Scott.

At the 6:20 mark of the period, Jones 
fired what proved to be the winner for 
the Rock. Assists went to Ally Wheal 
and defenceman Neave Goris.

Late in the period, Wildcats started 
pressing and scored goals–just 21 
seconds apart–to close the gap toi 3-2.

During a Woodstock powerplay mid-
way through the third, Rock goalie 
Gracey Hillman made several good 
saves to keep her team in front. A 
couple of defensive standouts for 
the home team were Goris and Anna 
Standeaven.

2022-23 U18 'B' roster

The Hubbard Pharmacy U18 'B' ros-
ter for 2022-23 is as follows:

Gracey Hillman, Matt Luyten, Abbie 
Boyd, Ally Wheal, Anna Standeav-
en, Ava Ansley, Avery Jones, Char-
lee Pickering, Neave Goris, Deirdre 
Parsons, Ella Carter, Delanie McKay, 
Rory Brockman, Hailey Scott, Keirsyn 

Wood, Lucy Petrie, Kylie Fifield, Na-
talie Johnston and Avery Faulhafer.

In addition to Scott, other members of 
the coaching staff are Bridgid Goris, 
Chris Boyd and Kirsten Vandenheu-
vel. Team manager is Deirdre Goris.

The Hubbard U18s play the majority 
of their home games on Sundays at 8 
p.m. They also play a few games on 
Thursday evenings.

Last Wednesday's results

In a Shamrock League game last 
Wednesday night at the PRC, the 
ANAF U15 'B' boys team improved its 
first-place SHL record to 8-1-1 with a 
lopsided 10-0 victory over the Petro-
lia Oilers.

In other games Wednesday, the Fire-
fighters U13 'B' boys tied their Petro-
lia counterparts 2-2, while the Dun-
ny's Source for Sports U11 'C' boys 
tied the St. Thomas 'B' Jr. Stars 1-1.

In a U18 'B' boys game, Petrolia Oil-
ers downed the St. Marys Cement 
Rock 5-1.

Last Thursday, the Firefighters U13 
'B' boys team edged the Dragons 2-1 
in Dorchester.

Avery Jones celebrates her powerplay goal with teammate Ava Ansley (14) just 16 
seconds into the second period Sunday night at the PRC. Jones scored twice, helping 
the Hubbard Pharmacy U18 'B' girls defeat the Woodstock Wildcats 3-2.  

Lucy Petrie, of the Hubbard Pharmacy U18 'B' girls, is stopped by the Woodstock Wild-
cats' netminder during Sunday night's WOGHL game at the PRC. At the other end, 
goaltender Gracey Hillman had a strong game for Don Scott's squad.  (Payton photos)
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SPORTS —
Legion U16 'A' hockey team brings home Irish Cup
ANAF U15 'B' team claims gold at Paris tournament

By Pat Payton

SOUTH BEND, Indiana - The St. 
Marys U16 'A' boys team, spon-
sored by the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 236, won the Irish South Bend 
Cup this past weekend here in South 
Bend, Indiana.

There were six teams in the 'A-AA' 
division.

On Friday, Dan Schiedel's squad 
edged Richmond Hill 3-2 at the Notre 
Dame University rink.

"We played our first game at the big 
rink at Notre Dame, and it was great 
for the kids," coach Schiedel report-
ed. "We got off to a bit of a slow start, 
but as the tournament went on we 
seemed to get stronger and stronger."

On Friday night, the Rock skated to a 
1-1 tie with Guelph. "That was a real-
ly good game," Schiedel noted.

On Saturday morning, the Legion 
crew faced York, a Chicago entry, 
and lost 3-1. On Saturday night, the 
fourth-seed Rock squared off against 
south Pittsburgh, the first seed. St. 
Marys won 2-1 in overtime.

On Sunday in the championship 
game, the Rock played York again and 
defeated the Chicago team 5-3. The 
final Legion goal was into an empty 
York net.

"We had a couple of injuries, but 
the guys just stepped up and played 
meaningful minutes," Schiedel add-
ed. "We became a hard team to play 
against by the time today's game was 

over."

Other tournament results

The ANAF U15 'B' team also won 
their tournament in Paris this past 
weekend. The event is called the Art 
Coombs Memorial Rep. tournament.

For Gord Cookson's squad, it was 
their second tourney win this season. 
In earlier November, they captured 
the Strathroy Olympics tournament, 
undefeated.

St. Marys girls teams also posted 
great results at South Huron's 10th 
anniversary 'Pink on the Rink' tour-
nament this past weekend.

The Home Hardware U15 'C' girls, 
coached by Nathan Brown, won their 
division. In six consecutive wins, the 

Rock out-scored their opponents 16-
4. They defeated Wingham-Lucknow 
2-0 in Sunday's final after blanking 
West Oxford 4-0 in the semi-finals.

"The girls played very, very well," 
coach Brown said. "We got the job 
done. We only have 11 skaters and 
the girls dug deep."

Brown added that Marta Rintoul was 
"outstanding" in net all weekend. 
"Marta stood on her head in all six 
games," he said.

The U15 'C' have lost only one game 
all season. That was in the final of the 
recent Fergus tournament.

The U13 'B' and U11 'B' squads were 
both finalists in Exeter. The U13 girls 
are coached by Dan Gracey and the 
U11s by Jamie Matheson.

The St. Marys U16 'A' boys hockey team, sponsored by the Royal Canadian Le-
gion, Branch 236, won the Irish South Bend Cup this past weekend in South Bend, 
Indiana.  (Contributed)

The St. Marys U15 'B' boy hockey team, sponsored by ANAF, Unit 265, won the 
Art Coombs Memorial Rep. tournament this past weekend in Paris.  (Contributed)

???
???



St. Marys Independent 14 Thursday, December 8, 2022

By Pat Payton

It was a dominating performance 
by the DCVI Senior boys basketball 
team last Wednesday afternoon at 
the collegiate.

Salukis charged out to a 24-point 
half-time lead, and then cruised to 
a 61-35 Huron-Perth League victory 
over the South Huron Panthers from 
Exeter.

The DCVI squad got off to a quick 
start, grabbing 6-0, 8-1 and 10-2 
leads very early. At the end of the 
first quarter, St. Marys owned a 16-6 
advantage.

Boonstra rebounding force

With power forward Mason Boonstra 
unstoppable under the boards, Salu-
kis extended their lead to 24-6 ear-
ly in the second quarter. The home 
team kept attacking, building 25-8, 
28-10 and 34-10 leads by the half-
time break. Boonstra finished with 10 
first-half points.

Guard Jimmy Schiedel kept the mo-
mentum going in DCVI's favour with 
a three-pointer early in the third pe-
riod. St. Marys continued to control 
the game, staying well ahead with 41-
12, 43-22, and 45-25 leads.

Early in the fourth quarter, Panthers 
attempted to close the gap somewhat, 
before Salukis pulled away again. 
They held comfortable 51-27 and 59-
29 leads as they ran down the clock.

St. Marys dominated the contest more 
than the final score might indicate.

"We ran the ball very well, in terms of 

a fast-break," DCVI coach Ian Moore 
told the Independent. "We had lots of 
guys who were looking at getting to 
the basket and cutting to the basket. 
When you have good movement on 
offence, it leads to scoring opportu-
nities."

Leading the way with a game-high 
18 points was Boonstra, who was 
also the best rebounder on the court. 
Rourke McEwan added 10 points, 
Peyton Lobb nine, Schiedel seven 
and Sebastian Linares six more. A 
well-balanced offence saw 11 differ-
ent players get on the scoresheet for 
DCVI.

Mike Gregus had 13 points for South 
Huron.

It was an all-round good game for 
the Salukis, who distributed the ball 
very well as five-man units. Great 
playmaking and passes by Schiedel, 
McEwan and Lobb contributed to the 
convincing win.

In their morning game, the DCVI 
Seniors lost 48-25 to the St. Michael 
Warriors.

Mason Boonstra and Peyton Lobb 
both had seven points for the Salu-
kis, with Sebastian Linares adding 
four more.

"Even though we lost the St. Mikes 
game, I was really pleased," coach 
Moore reported. "We did some things 
very well. It was the first game of the 
season and we had a couple of men-
tal lapses. We just have to play with a 
little more control, and we'll do good 
things."

Taylor paces Juniors' win

The Junior Salukis, meanwhile, de-
feated the St. Mikes Warriors 40-23 
last Wednesday in their only H-P 
game of the day.

St. Marys guard Simon Taylor topped 
all scorers with 14 points, including 
nine in the first half. Nathan McDon-
ald added eight points and Trevor 

Richardson six more.

Grayson Boreham had a strong de-
fensive game.

The DCVI boys hoop teams are back 
in league action on Dec. 14 at Listow-
el and Dec. 21 at Stratford District. 
The Stratford District games were 
originally scheduled for Wednesday, 
Dec. 7.

SPORTS —
Senior Salukis dominate Panthers in home-court tilt
Junior hoops team defeats St. Mikes Warriors as H-P regular season starts

Senior Salukis' power forward Mason Boonstra (4) drives to the basket against 
the South Huron Panthers last Wednesday at DCVI. Boonstra had a game-high 18 
points, pacing St. Marys to a convincing 61-35 Huron-Perth Conference basket-
ball victory.  (Payton photo)

Guard Simon Taylor (21) sinks two of his game-high 14 points for the Junior Sa-
lukis basketball team last Wednesday at DCVI. St. Marys defeated the St. Mikes 
Warriors 40-23 in their Huron-Perth Conference regular-season opener.  (Payton 
photo)

First female to ever pitch
in men's baseball game

Jaida Lee, left, was the first woman to ever pitch in a men's baseball game at the 
Canada Summer Games. She performed that feat in the Niagara area last Au-
gust with the Newfoundland-Labrador team. With Jaida, soon to be 17, is her mom 
Amanda Lee and her aunt Krista Cameron, right, of Mississauga. The Lees live in 
St. John's, Nfld. The trio visited the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 
last Friday. There will be a baseball display of Jaida at the Hall.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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Community Liaison Committee 
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting is going 
to be held on December 9th at 10am. Members of the 
public who wish to observe as the members of the 
Committee discuss information with respect to St Marys 
Cement can watch the live meeting online. Please see the 
Town of St Marys Events Calendar for the link to the 
online meeting.

Please submit any questions and concerns for the meeting 
by December 7th to kara.terpstra@vcimentos.com.

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. Nov. 27 - Tyler Brooks, Stratford   $50.00

Mon. Nov. 28 - Betty Borland, Woodham   $50.00

Tues. Nov. 29 - Dan Douglas, St. Marys   $50.00

Wed. Nov. 30 - Frances Evans, Stratford   $50.00

Thur. Dec. 01 - Marty Thomson, St. Marys   $50.00

Fri. Dec. 02 - Lynn Huras, Stratford    $50.00

Sat. Dec. 03 - Matt McLaughlin, Heidelberg   $200.00

Thur. Dec. 01 Early Bird Draw 2023 Downie Optimist Cash Calendar - Laura Thomson, Stratford  $500.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

By Pat Payton

After a three-year absence, the St. Marys Ringette 
Association will again be hosting their popular 
Snipers tournament this weekend, Dec. 9-11, at 
the PRC.

Tourney games start Friday morning at 9 o'clock 
and end late Sunday afternoon with the various 
championship games.

"We will have local vendors in the two-thirds hall 
Saturday and Sunday as well as the ringette store," 
SMRA president Kim Garniss says. "You can get 
some local Christmas shopping done." Altogether, 40 teams will be competing this week-

end in the fast-paced sport. Seven St. Marys teams 

are taking part (UFun1, UFun2, U12, U14 and U16, 
plus the Open 'A' and Open 'C' teams will play 
showcase games). Teams are coming from as far 
away as Sudbury, Richmond Hill and Mississauga.

"We are thankful for all our sponsors that we are 
able to make this happen," Garniss says. "Come 
out and cheer on our SMRA teams – all for free."

The entire schedule is on the St. Marys ringette 
website.

The tournament chairman is once again Peter 
Westelaken, who always does a great job of sched-
uling, organizing and keeping the three-day tour-
ney running smoothly.

By Pat Payton

Jonathan Hahn has had quite the successful 
standardbred horse racing career over the 
past nine years.

The St. Marys driver is approaching 1,500 
starts (1,477 to date) and is just two wins shy 
of 65 in his career. He also has 109 seconds 
and 152 thirds (as of Thursday, Dec. 1).

It all started in 2014 when Hahn had 25 starts 
in his inaugural season. Since 2016, he has 
always made well over 100 starts per racing 
season. In 2018, he made a career-high 303 
starts.

Hahn has made over 200 starts the past two 
years, including approximately 275 in 2022 to 
date.

Hahn races 12 months of the year at a hand-
ful of tracks in southwestern Ontario.

At the present time, he is racing at Western 
Fair in London. The London season contin-
ues to the end of May. "We take off Dec. 24 
and Christmas Day, then we're right back at 
it on Boxing Day," he says.

"The horses don't go as fast in the winter 
time," Hahn points out. "It's colder and just 
like us, it's easier to run in the summer time 
than it is in the winter. You have to dress a lit-
tle bit warmer. I prefer summer racing, that's 
for sure."

In the summer months, he races at tracks in 
Dresden, Sarnia and Leamington. The Dres-
den track offers racing from May to August, 
the Sarnia season (Hiawatha Horse Park) 
runs from early May to late September, and 
Leamington operates from August to October.

"As soon as London's season is done, I'll start 
going to Dresden and Sarnia, and then Leam-
ington and right back to London again," he 
explained. "Those are the main four." All are 
half-mile tracks except for Sarnia, which is 
five-eighths of a mile.

He also races occasionally at Flamboro 
Downs (Hamilton) and Grand River (Elora).

A goal to shoot for

One hundred wins is a milestone Hahn would 
like to reach, he admitted in a recent inter-
view with the Independent.

"For sure, I'd like to get 100 wins in my ca-
reer, that would be pretty cool," he said. "It's 
a tough little business, and some nights can 
be up and down.

"I want to continue to race. I tell people that 
as long as I get listed, I'll be there to race. 
We'll keep battling it out."

At the present time, Hahn races horses for 
five or six different owners. "Any chance I 
get, I enjoy driving them all," he said with a 
laugh.

Hahn having great career as a standardbred driver

Snipers ringette tourney returns to PRC this weekend

A goal for the St. Marys native is reaching 100 wins

Standardbred driver Jon Hahn, of St. Marys, guided 'Don't Doubt 
The Lakers' to a first-place finish on Oct. 23 at Leamington Race-
way. The time was two minutes flat. It was one of two race wins for 
Hahn that day.  (Contributed)
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OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-5:30PM

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

We are back operating at 402 Queen Street W! 

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

COMMUNITY —
Firefighters U13 'B' boys team helps the community

U13 forward Dominic Marziali helps a U7 youngster with his skates last Friday 
night at the PRC.  (Contributed)

The U13 boys not only helped another team (U7), but also collected a number of food items for The Salvation 
Army that will help our local community this holiday season.  (Contributed)

Quinn Porter, of the U13 'B' team, gives a youngster a 
Timbit last Friday.  (Contributed)

Last Friday night, the St. Marys U13 'B' boys team held a food drive at the PRC in 
support of the local Salvation Army Food Bank.  (Contributed)
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Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/OwnerFollow us on:

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

OUTLET OPEN every 2nd & 4th full weekend

STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN DEC. 10 & 11!

In stock only, other conditions apply, see store for details. Main store only. Prices will be reduced by the equivalent of the applicable taxes. Total price paid will equal the advertised price.

Swivel Chair

$899
taxes in

Recliner$639taxes in

Lift C
hair

$1,379
taxes in

Leather 
Recliner

$1,579
taxes in

SALE
SALE
onon

STOREWIDESTOREWIDE

EVENTEVENT
GET SALE GET SALE 
PRICES PRICES 

PLUS HST PLUS HST 
INCLUDED*INCLUDED*

Sofa$1,349taxes in

Lift 
Chair

$1,399

taxes in

Sofa$2,739taxes in

Queen Bed$999 taxes in

Queen Bed$1,929 taxes in

COMPLETE SHOWROOM ON SALE PLUS TAXES INCOMPLETE SHOWROOM ON SALE PLUS TAXES IN
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2023 GMC
Terrain

AWD SLT

1 AVAILABLE

$500 HOLIDAY
BONUS EVENT
FOR A LIMITED TIME,

GET A $500 GIFT CARD BONUS
ON EVERY NEW OR

USED VEHICLE

449 Queen Street West • (519) 284-3310 • stmarysgm.com

USED VEHICLES

2023 GMC
Acadia

SLT AWD

1 AVAILABLE

2023 GMC
Sierra

2500 HD 
Crew Cab 4WD

3 AVAILABLE

2023 GMC
Yukon

XL 4WD

2 AVAILABLE

2022 GMC
Sierra

1500 Crew Cab
4WD

10 AVAILABLE

2022 GMC
Canyon

Denali AT4
Crew Cab, SB

1 AVAILABLE

$500
GIFT
CARD

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 4X4
63,919 kms., P2301

$60,995 OR $391 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Ford Explorer ST
48,998 kms., G33627A

$54,495 OR $354 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 GMC Sierra 2500 HD AT4
100,012 kms., G33650A

$76,995 OR $498 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Chevrolet Suburban 1500 4X4
43,711 kms., P2206Z

$68,995 OR $448 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2022 Toyota Tundra Limited 4X4
23,890 kms., G33672A

$68,495 OR $442 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

Finance example: $20,000 @ 8.69% APR with $2,500 down payment for 96/84 months with a cost of borrowing of $7,077/$6,121 and a total obligation of $27,077/$26,121. HST and lic. extra. Other terms may be available O.A.C.
Finance example: $20,000 @ 2.99%/4.49%/5.49% for 72 mos. = $303/$317/$326 per mo. Total interest $1,872/$2,851/$3,519. Total obligation $21,872/$22,851/$23,519. Other finance examples: $20,000 @ 2.99%/5.99% for 60/84 mos. = $359/$264 per mo.
Total interest $1,557/$2,190. Total obligation $21,557/$22,190. HST and license extra.

2021 Toyota RAV4 LE AWD
51,424 kms., G33664A

$36,995 OR $231 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 4X4
34,655 kms., P2217

$78,888 OR $510 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2021 GMC Canyon Crew Cab 4X4 SB
8,625 kms., P2225

$46,995 OR $297 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Chevrolet Camaro LT Convertible
42,348 kms., P2291

$47,995 OR $304 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2019 GMC Terrain SLE AWD
100,169 kms., G33552A

$26,495 OR $161 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2019 Honda Civic Sport
72,956 kms., P2311

$26,995 OR $164 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Nissan Rogue Midnight Edition AWD
36,388 kms., P2256ZA

$26,995 OR $164 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD
122,541 kms., G33580A

$24,595 OR $148 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Compass Trailhawk AWD
103,953 kms., G336228A

$25,495 OR $154 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee SRT AWD
118,451 kms., G33659A

$57,995 OR $371 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Buick Encore CX AWD
130,151 kms., P2191B

$22,495 OR $134 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Compass Limited AWD
71,491 kms., P2220A

$28,495 OR $174 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Toyota C-HR
64,582 kms., P2242ZA

$24,995 OR $151 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 GMC Canyon EXT CAB, SLE 4X4
103,772 kms., P2249ZA

$28,495 OR $174 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2017 Honda CR-V AWD
95,662 kms., G33649A

$28,995 OR $192 bi-weekly +HST
84 mos.

$500 HOLIDAY
BONUS EVENT

8.69%
$2,500
down

NEW ARRIVALS

3.49%
Financing

60
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up
to5.99%

Financing
84
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up
to
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up
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2023 GMC
Terrain

AWD SLT
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$500 HOLIDAY
BONUS EVENT
FOR A LIMITED TIME,

GET A $500 GIFT CARD BONUS
ON EVERY NEW OR

USED VEHICLE

449 Queen Street West • (519) 284-3310 • stmarysgm.com
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2022 GMC
Sierra

1500 Crew Cab
4WD
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2022 GMC
Canyon

Denali AT4
Crew Cab, SB
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$500
GIFT
CARD

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 4X4
63,919 kms., P2301

$60,995 OR $391 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Ford Explorer ST
48,998 kms., G33627A

$54,495 OR $354 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 GMC Sierra 2500 HD AT4
100,012 kms., G33650A

$76,995 OR $498 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Chevrolet Suburban 1500 4X4
43,711 kms., P2206Z

$68,995 OR $448 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2022 Toyota Tundra Limited 4X4
23,890 kms., G33672A

$68,495 OR $442 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

Finance example: $20,000 @ 8.69% APR with $2,500 down payment for 96/84 months with a cost of borrowing of $7,077/$6,121 and a total obligation of $27,077/$26,121. HST and lic. extra. Other terms may be available O.A.C.
Finance example: $20,000 @ 2.99%/4.49%/5.49% for 72 mos. = $303/$317/$326 per mo. Total interest $1,872/$2,851/$3,519. Total obligation $21,872/$22,851/$23,519. Other finance examples: $20,000 @ 2.99%/5.99% for 60/84 mos. = $359/$264 per mo.
Total interest $1,557/$2,190. Total obligation $21,557/$22,190. HST and license extra.

2021 Toyota RAV4 LE AWD
51,424 kms., G33664A

$36,995 OR $231 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 4X4
34,655 kms., P2217

$78,888 OR $510 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2021 GMC Canyon Crew Cab 4X4 SB
8,625 kms., P2225

$46,995 OR $297 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2020 Chevrolet Camaro LT Convertible
42,348 kms., P2291

$47,995 OR $304 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2019 GMC Terrain SLE AWD
100,169 kms., G33552A

$26,495 OR $161 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2019 Honda Civic Sport
72,956 kms., P2311

$26,995 OR $164 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Nissan Rogue Midnight Edition AWD
36,388 kms., P2256ZA

$26,995 OR $164 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD
122,541 kms., G33580A

$24,595 OR $148 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Compass Trailhawk AWD
103,953 kms., G336228A

$25,495 OR $154 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee SRT AWD
118,451 kms., G33659A

$57,995 OR $371 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Buick Encore CX AWD
130,151 kms., P2191B

$22,495 OR $134 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Jeep Compass Limited AWD
71,491 kms., P2220A

$28,495 OR $174 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 Toyota C-HR
64,582 kms., P2242ZA

$24,995 OR $151 bi-weekly +HST
96 mos.

2018 GMC Canyon EXT CAB, SLE 4X4
103,772 kms., P2249ZA
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COMMUNITY —

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Parts Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Following the loss of the area’s only 
taxi company, the Town of St. Marys 
is reminding residents of alternative 
public transportation options.

St. Marys & Area Mobility Services

St. Marys & Area Mobility Services of-
fers accessible transportation for peo-
ple living in St. Marys, Perth South, 
and the northern areas of Zorra and 
Thames Centre. Services are available 
for seniors, individuals recovering 
from illness or injury and those with 
varying abilities.

Door-to-door service is available sev-
en days a week and must be booked 
at least one day in advance. Booking 
hours are between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m., Monday to Friday. Rides with-
in St. Marys cost $5 one way; out of 
town trips are billed by the kilometer. 
Charges for wait time may apply.

Residents must register with the Mo-
bility Services before booking a ride. 

For more information, call 519-272-
9875 (1-877-500-9875 toll free) or vis-
it www.stmarysmobility.com.

Perth County Connect

PC Connect is a public transit service 
that provides transportation through-
out Perth County, Stratford, St. Marys, 
Kitchener/Waterloo and London. PC 
Connect provides affordable, accessi-
ble bus service on weekdays and Sat-
urdays and provides connections to 
other services such as GO Transit.

Riders can catch PC Connect in St. 
Marys at Town Hall (175 Queen St. E) 
and St. Marys Memorial Hospital (267 
Queen St. W). There are three routes 
that serve St. Marys: Route B, Route 2, 
and Route 3. Route B stops in Kirkton, 
Mitchell, and Stratford; Route 2 stops 
in Stratford, Shakespeare, New Ham-
burg, Waterloo, and Kitchener; Route 3 
stops in Stratford and London.

Costs to ride PC Connect vary by 

route and age group. Route B is $6 for 
adults, $5 for students and seniors 60+; 
Routes 2 and 3 are $12 for adults, $10 
for students and seniors 60+. Veterans, 
support persons and children five and 
under ride free.

Users can pre-book a ride online 
at  ride.blaisetransit.com, through the 
Blaise Transit app or by calling 1-888-
465-0783. Riders using cash are asked 
to arrive at the bus stop 5 minutes ear-
ly with exact change.

For more information, visit www.perth-
county.ca/pcconnect or call 1-888-465-
0783.

VIA Rail/GO Transit

Residents and visitors can access VIA 
Rail and Go Transit services at the St. 
Marys Train Station, located at 5 James 
St. N.

VIA train service runs daily at 10:46 
a.m. and 8:20 p.m. GO Train service 

runs on weekdays at 6:13 a.m. (east-
bound) and 7:27 p.m. (westbound).

VIA and GO passengers are encour-
aged to purchase tickets online or at 
the self-service computer located in 
the train station. A customer service 
attendant is available to assist and 
print tickets for passengers during the 
hours listed below.  

Monday to Friday

- 5:45 – 6:45 a.m. (GO travel)

- 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (VIA travel)

- 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. (GO and VIA travel)

Saturday and Sunday

- 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (VIA travel only)

- 8:00 – 9:00 p.m. (VIA travel only)

For more information about VIA, call 
1-800-681-2561 or visit  www.viarail.
ca. For details about GO service, vis-
it www.gotransit.com.

Town reminding residents of local public 
transportation options

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Sorento LX Premium 

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
16,672 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Guests and Dr. Adam Ford

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

When Thomas Boy Guest and his 
brothers became businessmen in the 
small village of St. Marys, they joined 
a number of other entrepreneurial 
families who would make their mark 
on the community’s history. These 
families tended to band together ac-
cording to place of origin, religious 
denomination or political affiliation. 
Level of income also made a differ-
ence. Early Canadians may have left 
the British class system behind but 
late 19th century St. Marys was not 
without cliques and social distinc-
tions. How did T. B. Guest see himself 
within the town’s structure? He was 
wealthy, ambitious, active in poli-
tics. He belonged to the militia for 
years and so must have liked the drill 
nights and training camps. But he 
did not participate in leisure activ-
ities such as curling, as many of his 
contemporaries did. Certainly he was 
never one of the entertainers at con-
certs or variety evenings on the town 
hall stage. He was a Mason – but Ma-
sonic membership was something al-
most taken for granted in many 19th 
century protestant families. Nominal-
ly, he was a member of the Church of 
England. Presumably the Guests had 
a family pew at St. James in St. Marys, 
but T. B. was not particularly involved 
in church activities. 

Guest was definitely well-known in 
the community. He was on friendly 
terms with William Veal Hutton, an-
other builder of limestone commer-
cial blocks in St. Marys. This week’s 
photograph of downtown St. Marys 
in the early 1880s shows Hutton’s 
three-storey commercial block on the 
right. Farther to the east, behind the 
maple trees, the high roofs and chim-
neys of the first Guest block are visi-
ble. The two men served together on 
council and Guest named Hutton as 
an executor of his will. But it is diffi-
cult to picture Guest paying a social 
call on the Hutton brothers at Westo-
ver Park and strolling through their 
beautiful gardens admiring the ros-
es. Nor did Guest seem to have been 
the sort of man to have colleagues to 
his office for after hours smoking and 
drinking sessions. Perhaps because 
he was always busy working on some 
project or another he had no time for 
excessive habits. At any rate, he did 
not need alcohol to get worked up and 
aggressive. The colourful language 
he used in his speeches and letters 
flowed naturally. For Guest, his most 
trusted friends were his brothers. As 
his children grew older, he wanted 
them as his closest business associ-
ates.  

Dr. Adam Enoch Ford was very dif-
ferent. Born in 1831 on a farm near 
Beachville in Oxford County, he was 

the youngest in Robert and Ann Ford’s 
large family. At some point in the 
1840s, the Fords decided to relocate to 
St. Marys, joining other families from 
the Beachville area who had moved 
to this new settlement. Adam and his 
brother, William, were listed as liv-
ing with their parents in St. Marys in 
the 1851 census. A. E. Ford graduated 
from McGill University in 1855, and 
the same year earned a certificate in 
medicine from Victoria College in Co-
bourg (now part of the University of 
Toronto.) With these qualifications, he 
set up a medical practice in St. Marys. 
In 1857, he married Jane Cruttenden, 
the 17-year-old daughter of one of the 
village’s most prominent families. The 
Fords had three children: a daughter 
and two sons. Dr. Ford was an affec-
tionate father but he was not a home-
body. Outgoing and sociable, he was 
very involved in the life of the town, 
taking part in municipal politics, per-
forming in concerts, and enjoying all 
sports offered – with a special love of 
curling and baseball. Late night gath-
erings in his downtown office were 
common, sharing drinks and stories 
with friends following these athletic 
endeavours.  

Dr. A. E. Ford was an intriguing man 
and his story has been well told sev-
eral times. He is, for instance, a major 
figure in Brian (Chip) Martin’s 2013 
book, Baseball’s Creation Myth, for 
sale at the Canadian Baseball Hall of 
Fame. But this column is concerned 
only with his interactions with the 
Guests. The main point of contact 
was politics. When T. B. Guest became 
the town’s first mayor in 1864, Dr. 
Ford represented the west ward on 
the first town council. Ford was one 

of the nominators for Guest when he 
stood as a Conservative candidate in 
the 1871 provincial election. The St. 
Marys Argus was very skeptical about 
Ford’s participation because he had 
previously been a Reform Party sup-
porter. The newspaper suggested that 
Guest had persuaded Ford to be his 
nominator to show voters that he had 
an unusually broad base of support 
across party lines.

By the mid-1870s, T. B. Guest was in 
his 60s. A. E. Ford, 15 years younger, 
was in his prime. He had built a good 
medical practice and was a popular 
figure in the community. He had been 
on town council for several terms and 
in December 1876, he put his name 
forward as mayor for 1877. He was un-
opposed and the Argus approved the 
acclamation: “He has served a good 
apprenticeship on the council board 
and is thoroughly tested on municipal 
matters.” An election for councillors 
was held in January and T. B. Guest’s 
oldest son, Dr. Thomas F. Guest, was 
elected to represent the north ward. 
Special concerns for the upcoming 
year included the completion of the 
new South Perth registry office in 
the west ward and ongoing negotia-
tions with the Grand Trunk Railway 
to build a station close to downtown 
St. Marys to supplement the service 
offered at the Junction. 

The new council started out smoothly. 
But at the March meeting, young Dr. 
Guest handed Mayor Ford a letter of 
resignation, stating that he expected 
to be absent from St. Marys for some 
months and thought he should with-
draw for the good of the town. Mayor 
Ford accepted the letter with regret 
and called a new election for the north 

ward. At the April meeting, the win-
ning candidate, Thomas Boy Guest, 
took the vacant seat in his son’s place. 
Guest immediately made his presence 
known. He insisted on being added to 
the town’s most important committee 
– finance. During council meetings, 
he questioned many earlier decisions 
and resolutions. He called for an au-
dit of Richard Box, the tax collector. 
He saw no reason to build a pedes-
trian walkway along the side of Vic-
toria Bridge although the project had 
already been approved by council. He 
thought the budget for laying side-
walks had been spent in the wrong 
parts of the town. He questioned why 
Mayor Ford had gone as a delegation 
to Ottawa about the GTR station and 
he believed the plans to relocate the 
station were needlessly expensive. 
He also questioned Dr. Ford’s claim 
for expenses when, as the town doc-
tor, he had treated an elderly, indigent 
patient.

Town residents who read the Argus 
would have been aware of these ten-
sions in council. But on June 25, a 
much more public incident occurred. 
Dr. T. F. Guest (who had not left St. 
Marys after all) and his younger 
brother, Alfred, confronted Dr. Ford 
one morning as he was walking to 
his office from his home on Queen 
Street West. The Guest brothers ac-
cused Ford of beating Alfred when he 
was drunk and challenged him to try 
now that Alfred was sober. Ford had 
the impression that they were armed. 
Their actions were so threatening and 
their language so violent and abusive 
that he turned and ran home. He then 
had them charged with assault. The 
case was tried before two local mag-
istrates the following day. Local law-
yer C. S. Jones appeared for Dr. Ford 
and T. B. Guest represented his sons. 
A number of witnesses – mostly shop-
keepers in the area – confirmed Dr. 
Ford’s story about the Guests’ abusive 
language and threatening behaviour 
although no one saw a revolver be-
ing drawn. The magistrates fined Dr. 
Guest $5 and costs or 20 days, and Al-
fred Guest $10 and costs or 20 days. 
The affluent Guests had no trouble 
paying the fines. Ford still had to deal 
with their father on a regular basis in 
council.

Local residents were left wonder-
ing what alcohol-fueled incident had 
caused Alfred Guest to accuse Dr. Ford 
of hitting him. Ford’s reputation as a 
respectable town leader was ques-
tioned. But much worse was to come. 
About a year after Ford’s encounter 
with the Guest brothers, their cous-
in – T. B. Guest’s nephew – 20-year-
old Robert Guest, died in mysterious 
circumstances. Dr. Ford was arrested 
and charged with his murder.
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FARM LANDS FOR SALE 
BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH

Property: Lot 17, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be 
Retained on the sketch below.
Municipal Address: 4664 Line 26, Perth South
Total of 100 acres, approx. 90 workable acres (more or less), systematically 
tiled, 9 acres of bush.
The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be 
Severed on the sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. 
The buyer must qualify for the severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules. 

Property: Part of Lot 19, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the 
Area to be Retained on the sketch below.
Municipal Address: 4742 Line 26, Perth South
Total of 90 acres, approx. 63 workable acres (more or less), systematically 
tiled, 26 acres of bush.
The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be 
Severed on the sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. 
The buyer must qualify for the severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules. 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 11, 2023. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

6 Wellington Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6W3

FARM S FOR SALE BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH
Property: Lot 17, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be Retained 
sketch below. 
 

Municipal Address: 4664 Line 26, Perth South 
 

Total of 100 acres, approx. 90 workable acres (more or less), systematically tiled, 9 acres of bush
 

The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be Severed 
sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. The buyer must qualify for th
severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

 

 
Property: Part of Lot 19, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be Retained 
on the sketch below. 
 

Municipal Address: 4742 Line 26, Perth South 
 

Total of  acres, approx. 63 workable acres (more or less), systematically tiled, 26 acres of bush.
 

The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be Severed 

severance under the Perth County surplus farm dwelling severance rules.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For tender forms contact: Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
 Attention:  Andrew Phillips 

, P. O. Box 846    154B Ontario Road, P. O. Box 608 
      Mitchell, ON N0K 1N0 

Phone:   519-271-6770 ext. 2226     Phone: 519-348-8112 
Email:  phillips@stratfordlawyers.com    Email:  phillips@stratfordlawyers.com 
 Sponsored by Partners in Employment
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COLUMN —

Sudoku

Id: 103227

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

5 3 8 6
1 5 7

8 2
6 7

9 4 1 6
2 3
7 5 8 6 4

2 3 9
9

Solution
4 2 5 3 9 8 7 1 6

1 6 9 5 2 7 4 3 8

3 7 8 1 4 6 5 9 2

5 3 6 9 8 4 2 7 1

9 4 7 2 1 3 8 6 5

2 8 1 6 7 5 9 4 3

7 5 3 8 6 9 1 2 4

6 1 4 7 5 2 3 8 9

8 9 2 4 3 1 6 5 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 35

HOSTING UKRAINE: Adolescents
By VJ Knutson

“What supports are in place for ad-
olescents?” Viki Scott asks during a 
recent Zoom call in support of those 
hosting Ukrainians. “Adolescents are 
most at risk.”

Viki Scott, R.C(c)); BSc: R.R.P; 
C.H.R.M; M.B.A.ADR(c) – don’t ask; I 
just know her as an angel -connect-
ed with me back in the late Spring.  
Her expertise is working with trau-
ma, PTSD, and refugee resettlement.  
When war broke out, Viki put togeth-
er a team of volunteers to help with 
these issues, but like me, didn’t get 
any response from the typical refu-
gee channels.  She found me on Face-
book and offered to run a seminar 
on Compassion Fatigue and Trauma 
Transference.  Since then, she offers 
monthly check-ins for hosts.

“Adolescents often get overlooked,” 
she goes on to say.  I think about the 
teenagers we have here, and I can see 
why.  On the surface they are mature, 
well-spoken young adults, who seem 
to have no problem taking on respon-
sibility.  Closer consideration reveals 
that this age group are often the in-
terpreters for their parents, having 
recently been schooled in English.  
If there are younger children in the 
household, they are required to pro-
vide childcare while parents are at 
work.  I recall that the two teens that 
we hosted often expressed concern 
about their parents, suggesting an 
unhealthy reversal of roles.

I decided to research the issue on my 
own, and found Caring for Kids New 
to Canada, a site created by the Ca-
nadian Pediatric Society in conjunc-
tion with other related expert ser-
vices.  Regarding adolescents, this site 
states:

Along with issues common to most 
Canadian adolescents, the processes 
of adaptation, social integration, and 
identity development affect health in 
this group.

While there are many factors that 
contribute to the well-being of newly 
immigrated children, such as finan-
cial status, family stability, conditions 
of migration (including exposure to 
violence), I am concerned about how 

we as hosts and supporters can best 
help this population.

“Our teens have their own secret so-
ciety,” I offer, referring to the three 
14-year-old Ukrainian girls who have 
fast become friends.

“That’s good,” answers Viki, “but at the 
risk of marginalization, it’s important 
they have Canadian friends too.”

Viki suggests an information night for 
teens, discussing safe sex and men-
tal health. Anxiety is more prevalent 
in this group, as is drug dependency.  
She warns that we live in a Human 
Trafficking corridor, and that aware-
ness is all important.

Bonnie Forron, also in attendance, 
and I share the information with the 

hosts who were not present during 
the Zoom call.  We talk about creating 
teen events like the pizza night Com-
munity Living St Marys held back in 
the summer.  Heidi Van Galen offers 
to connect with Community Living.  
Bonnie puts a call into River Valley 
and the bowling alley.

“What would you think if we started 
teen nights?” I ask Sofiia.  Her face 
light up.  I take it as a yes.

The moms keep brainstorming:  we 
could do a movie night, ice skating, a 
paint night.

Community Living offers their space 
and suggests creating a similar event 
for preteens.  River Valley offers free 
passes (stay tuned).  Things are com-
ing together.

School counsellors, mental health 
services, and teen organizations are 
all essential in helping these vulnera-
ble teens succeed.  I have confidence 
in the people and services of St Marys.

Caring for Kids New to Canada can be 
found at kidsnewtocanada.ca.

Kids Help Phone is a service that of-
fers information, resources, and live 
chat for kids in crisis.  Their services 
can now be accessed in Ukrainian.  
Connect via internet: kidshelpphone.
ca, or by phone: 1-800-668-6868, or 
by text to 686868.

I can be reached at english.knutson@
gmail.com.

Till next time.

Pictured is Sofiia Romaniuk.  (Contributed)

As construction on Wellington St. progresses, to access the funeral home, take 
Church St. South from Queen St. and then turn right (West) onto Jones St. to 

enter the funeral home parking areas.
Parking either in the half circle driveway next to Jones St. or driving around the 

building on the East side to the parking lot on the South side of the funeral home.
The Wellington St. door entrance is still open.The accessible entrance to the 

funeral home is at the end of the porch at the Northeast corner of the building.

10% off McCully's spirited jams & jellies

Store Hours in December

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Tuesday – Sunday – 10 – 5
Saturday – 9 – 5  |  Closed Mondays

Santa is Back
Photos with Santa by Lucid Musings Photography

Sat/Sun Dec. 10/11  from 11 -2
Only $15.00 with canned good donation

Christmas Gift Baskets
McCully's Gift Baskets full of our homemade and 

local products are always a welcome gift during the 
holiday season.

We have prepared baskets or you can customize a 
basket for that special someone on your list.

Christmas at McCully's
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Mon to Fri 9 am - 5 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm 
5021 Perth Line 8, St. Marys, ON 

519-229-6856 
info@stonetowncheese.com 
www.stonetowncheese.com

The taste of the Swiss Alps close to home. 
From our farm to your table award winning 

handcrafted alpine style cheese.

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF LOCAL FOOD 

with our gift boxes 
and gift baskets!

Delmar's Weekly Specials 
 

25 South Service Rd. St. Marys (519 349 3022)

 
J.J. Wilk Pierogies

2 for $7.00/907g bags
More Specials & Features

TCF Boneless Skinless Chicken Breasts $17.99/1kg Bag
Value Beef Burgers $3.99/4 x 6 oz. 

Rachel's Tarts - Pumpkin or Raspberry Coconut
2 for $8.00

 
 PRICES IN EFFECT  Dec  9 - 15, 2022

Senior Discount  Day:  Dec  15
WEEKDAYS 9-6

WEEKENDS 10-5

 

Caing a Pet Owners
Submit a photo of your pet dressed in their Christmas 

attire to be featured as our 
Pet of the Week in the 4 weeks of December

With the photo we need:
Name, Age, Breed, Owner’s name

Any other info you wish to add - habits/traits of your pet

Email info/photo to info@stmarysindependent.com

St. Marys 
Imagination Library 
Endowment Fund

Help us fund The St. Marys Imagination Library 
Your donation will benefit the children of St. Marys for 

many years to come. 
 To learn more go to: www.stmarysimaginationlibrary.com

Charitable Number #88488 4305 RR0001

®
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Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

Stocking Stuffers
Available just in time for Christmas!

COLUMN —

Sweet Potato Cornbread

Sweet potatoes are still in 
season so now is the time to 
take advantage of this vitamin 
packed root vegetable. This 
cornbread is the perfect side 
dish to serve along soup, chili, 
or simply on its own. I recom-
mend using a cast iron skillet 
for baking. 

Prep: 10m Cook: 40m Total: 
50m Serves: 12

2 c plain yellow cornmeal

1 c all-purpose flour

¼ c granulated sugar

¼ light brown sugar, packed

1 tsp baking soda

1 tbsp baking powder

1 tsp salt

½ - 1 tsp pumpkin pie spice or 
cinnamon

1 c puréed sweet potato*

1 c milk

½ c sour cream

4 large eggs

½ c unsalted butter melt-
ed (plus additional to grease 

skillet)

1 tbsp turbinado sugar op-
tional

To make pureed sweet potato, 
preheat oven to 425°F. Scrub 
skin of a large sweet pota-
to. Prick with a fork all over. 
Place on a pan and bake for 
40-50 minutes or until a knife 
inserts easily into the flesh. 
Cool 20m then peel and purée. 

Method:

-Preheat oven to 375°F. Butter 
the bottom and sides of a 10” 
skillet or similar, set aside.

-In a medium sized mixing 
bowl, whisk together corn-
meal, flour, granulated sugar, 
brown sugar, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt and pump-
kin pie spice.

-In a separate bowl, whisk 
together puréed sweet pota-
to, milk, sour cream and eggs. 
Mix well then mix in melted 
butter. Add wet to dry ingredi-
ents, mixing well. 

-Pour evenly into skillet, 
sprinkle top with turbinado 
sugar.

-Bake for 40-45 minutes just 
until a toothpick inserted 
comes back clean.

-Serve with butter, drizzled 
with maple syrup or honey. 

-Can keep covered at room 
temperature or in fridge for 3 
days. 

Creamy Cabbage Soup

Hearty and comforting, this 
delicious and easy soup is 

loaded with tender cabbage, 
carrots, celery, ham and spic-
es. To make vegetarian, sim-
ply omit ham and use vegeta-
ble broth in your recipe. 

Prep: 15m Cook: 40m Total: 
55m Serves: 8

4 c chicken broth (or sub veg-
etable broth)

2 celery stalks, chopped

½ medium head of cabbage, 
shredded 

1 onion, chopped

1 carrot, chopped

¼ c butter

3 tbsp flour

¼ tsp pepper

1 tsp salt

2 c half & half cream

1 c milk

2 c ham, cooked and cubed 
(can omit if making vegetari-
an)

1 tsp fresh thyme

Chopped parsley to garnish if 
desired

Method:

-Add chicken broth, celery, 
cabbage, onions, and carrot to 
a large pot and bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat and simmer for 
20m or until vegetables are 
tender.

-Stir together milk and cream 
in a bowl.

-In a medium saucepan, melt 
butter over medium high heat. 
Add flour, salt and pepper. Stir 

to form a roux. Gradually add 
cream and milk mixture, stir-
ring constantly. Continue to 
cook and stir until it reaches 
desired consistency. 

-Gradually add cream mixture 
to vegetable mixture, stirring 
to combine. Add in ham and 
thyme. Heat through.

-Garnish with parsley if de-
sired and serve hot. 

3-Ingredient Chocolate 
Mousse

Serves: 8

8oz bittersweet chocolate (70% 
cacao or higher), chopped, 
plus chocolate shavings.

30 regular size marshmallows

2 c heavy cream

Method:

-In a large bowl, combine 
chocolate, marshmallows, 
and ½ c heavy cream. Micro-

wave on high for 2m, stir un-
til marshmallows are melted 
and mixture is smooth. If not 
melted after 2m, microwave 
on 15-second intervals, stir-
ring in between. Let cool at 
room temp for 45m.

-Once mixture is cool, whip 
remaining cream in a bowl 
until soft peaks form; transfer 
1/2 c to a small bowl for top-
ping. Refrigerate.

-Stir half of the remaining 
whipped cream into cool 
chocolate mixture until fully 
incorporated, then gently fold 
in the rest. Spoon into eight 
4oz ramekins. Refrigerate un-
til set, at least 2 hours or over-
night. 

-To serve, top with reserved 
whipped cream and sprinkle 
with shaved chocolate if de-
sired. 

Enjoy!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Something Seasonal

By Lauren Eedy

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: The Christmas Star Flower

There are specific things we 
associate with Christmas… 
evergreen wreaths, candy 
canes, turkey, gingerbread, 
and certain songs. As for 
plants, many think the poin-
settia represents the holi-
day season. It is sometimes 
referred to as the Christmas 
Star Flower.

Poinsettia, Euphorbia pul-
cherrima, is native to Mexico 
and Central America. It is a 
member of the spurge family, 
a diverse group of over 6700 
species and about 215 genera 
of flowering plants growing 
primarily in the tropics.

The Poinsettia was intro-
duced in the late 1820’s to the 
United States by Joel Poinsett, 
an enthusiastic botanist who 
was the first U.S. ambassa-
dor to Mexico. While visiting 
a certain region in Mexico, 
he noticed unique red leaved 
lanky shrubs growing on a 

hillside. He removed a few 
and sent cuttings of them to 
his home in South Carolina. 
These plants grew well in his 
greenhouse, and he distrib-
uted them to his friends. The 
Aztecs and Mexican people 
had different names for this 
colourful plant but in English 
countries it was called ‘Poin-
settia’ after Poinsett intro-
duced them to the U.S.

The credit for making the 
Poinsettia one of the most 
popular indoor plants at 
Christmas belongs to the 
Ecke family of California. In 
the 1920’s, they began field 
growing poinsettias in the 
Hollywood and Beverly Hills 
area and sold them there. 
Today the Paul Ecke Ranch 
located in Encinitas, Califor-
nia is the major producer of 
poinsettia mother plants used 
for cuttings by commercial 
growers. 

When I was chatting with a 
couple of gardener friends 
about Christmas plants, the 
poinsettia came up. One of 
them said the ‘Poinsettia Fes-
tival’ at Huron Ridge Green-
house near Zurich was a 
must see. She mentioned that 
a greenhouse full of poinset-
tias amongst candlelight and 
twinkling white lights is al-
most magical. I am not some-

one who can resist an outing 
to a greenhouse. She was 
right, it was an amazing sight.

The most common Poinsettia 
is the vibrant red. The wide 
array of colours that were on 
display at this greenhouse 
was endless. Besides five dif-
ferent kinds of reds, there 
were pinks, peach, creamy 
whites, speckled and mar-
bled. And believe it or not, 
an orange one. In fact, Huron 
Ridge Greenhouse grows a 
kaleidoscope of 25 different 
coloured varieties. Lorraine 
Stecale, one of the owners, 
said, “our Poinsettia Festival 
was started by my mother-in-
law and has been a tradition 
for twenty years. We love it 
and so do our customers.” 

The colorful parts of the 
poinsettia are not flower pet-
als but bracts or leaves. The 
actual flowers of poinset-
tias are contained within the 
small yellow-green globes in 
the center of the bracts.  The 
growing process of the poin-
settias starts months before 
now. Stecale said they get 
15,000 poinsettia cuttings 
from California in July and 
over the months, careful at-
tention to requirements of 
temperature, watering and 
fertilizing are important. But 
what is essential to this crop 

is the lighting. Poinsettias are 
short-day plants, meaning 
that waning daylight triggers 
the colouring of the bracts. To 
be ready for the Christmas 
season, a poinsettia needs 
12-14 hours of darkness each 
day, beginning around Octo-
ber 1. Even a short light in-
terruption during the dark 
period can reset the plant’s 
clock and prevent it from the 
bracts colouring.

A Poinsettia is easy to care 
for. Water it only when the 

plant is dry, or the pot is light; 
keep it at room temperature, 
away from any cold drafts or 
heat source. And if you have 
bright sunny spot, it will love 
it. 

Whatever colour you choose, 
the Christmas Star Flower 
will add beauty and jazz up 
your holiday décor.

Source: https://exten-
sion.psu.edu/botany-les-
sons-from-a-holiday-poin-
settia

By Nancy Abra

Murphy Bus Lines serving Southwestern Ontario since 1946 is looking for an
enthusiastic person to manage our St. Marys location. Murphy Bus Lines, has
been busing students in the St. Marys area since the 70’s and has been part of a
community team of drivers and staff.

Manager Full Time with benefits and a competitive salary. Must be able
to obtain a Bus licence and experience in busing industry an asset.

NOW HIRING - Manager (St. Marys)

Please send resume to
rob@murphybus.ca
CALL: 519-229-8956
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As you may know, if you are 
a regular reader of this fea-
ture, Ottawa is one of my fa-
vourite destinations. The city 
benefits hugely from being 
our nation’s capital – muse-
ums, galleries and other at-
tractions seem to spring up 
naturally in this well-funded 
centre of government.

And that makes it a great 
destination for a Canadian 
traveller like me. So I thought 
I knew Ottawa.

At least, I thought that until 
a few weeks ago when I was 
invited to hop on to the Cob-
blestone trolley for a winter 
tour of Ottawa.

I have to confess that when 
people ask me about visit-
ing major destinations like 
Rome, London England, or 
Key West, I tell them to im-
mediately grab a city tour, 
ideally a hop-on, hop-off bus 
or trolley. That way, you get to 
see all the highlights and can 
then ride the bus back to hop 
off and visit the ones that 
catch your fancy.

Good advice which I had 
completely failed to follow in 

Ottawa. But I’m so glad that 
someone else suggested it 
and now, I will recommend 
the same thing to you.

Cobblestone offers the only 
winter tour in Ottawa; in 
the summer, there is a dou-
ble decker bus tour and also 
the unique Amphibus, which 
follows some streets before 
plunging onto the Ottawa 
River.

The winter tour though is by 
trolley, this time of year dec-
orated for the season - warm, 
cozy and fascinating.

And I (remember the guy 
who thought he knew Otta-
wa?) saw a great deal of the 
city I have never visited be-
fore. The brochure lists 25 
key sites and attractions you 
will see on the tour and then 
tells the truth when it adds, 
“And much more!”

The tour starts near the Cob-
blestone kiosk at the Byward 
Market, just across from the 
famous, and delicious, Bea-
verTails bakery. (A word of 
advice, based on experience. 
When you get your Beaver-
Tail, don’t sit down to enjoy 
a leisurely dining experience. 
Walk with it. Why? One word 
– pigeons. (Enough said.)

The Cobblestone Trolley then 
carries its guests through al-
most every important part of 
the city. And it does not rely 
on a recorded script to give 
the highlights. Our thorough-
ly bilingual guide did not 
miss a beat as she pointed 
out every major site along 
the way.

I love walking in Ottawa but 

the trolley takes you far be-
yond a normal winter-time 
walking route. We drove 
down the famous Sussex 
Drive, passing 24 Sussex, 
usually the Prime Minister’s 
residence, but currently un-
der renovation (and appar-
ently, full-scale reevalua-
tion). And we made a circle 
at Rideau Hall, the home and 
headquarters of our Gover-
nor-General, Mary Simon. 
All along Sussex are em-
bassies of various countries 
and it’s clear no expense has 
been spared by Saudi Arabia, 
France, or even Ecuador, in 
their constructions of their 
homes away from home. But 
they pale against the impos-
ing, actually terrifying edifice 
that houses the U.S. embassy.

Of course, you see Parliament 
Hill from both sides, because 
the guide delights in telling 
her guests that this is an in-
ter-provincial tour, crossing 
the Ottawa River into Gatin-
eau, Québec, where the sites 
include the fabulous Muse-
um of History and a perfect 
view across the river to Par-
liament.

But Cobblestone has worked 
a bit of magic on the Ontario 
side. Ever since the notori-
ous truckers’ convoy inflicted 
chaos on Wellington Street in 
front of Parliament Hill, the 
street has been closed to ve-
hicular traffic except for the 
Cobblestone Trolley, which 
someone has permission 
to drive all along the iconic 
street.

I learned a lot on the trip in-
cluding information about 

the Canadian War Museum 
(did you know it includes 
Hitler’s Mercedes limousine, 
captured by Allied soldiers 
in 1945?). Perhaps appropri-
ately, the striking National 
Holocaust Monument rises 
in solemn remembrance, just 
across the road.

The tour includes some of 
the key Ottawa parks includ-
ing the famed Lansdowne 
Park, home of both the Otta-
wa Redblacks of the CFL and 
the Lansdowne Christmas 
Market.

You also discover the impor-
tance of Ottawa’s waterways, 
crossing both the Ottawa 
River, and the Rideau River, 
as well as meandering along 
the Rideau Canal which in 
winter is the world’s longest 
skating rink and in warmer 
seasons is the location of the 
fascinating lock system, now 
managed by Parks Canada.

So yes, I highly recommend 

the Cobblestone tours. If you 
do it as a hop-on, hop-off 
tour (your ticket is good for 
24 hours), the cost is $42.79 
for adults, somewhat less for 
seniors, students and kids. 
If you simply take the tour 
non-stop, it’s $34.79 for an 
adult. This time of year, there 
is also an evening “Holiday 
Lights Tour”.

When you finish the tour be 
sure to spend some time at 
the famed Byward Market. 
And one final tip. The market 
is great and well worth your 
time, but there are also a 
couple of nearby deli/conve-
nience store/ gift shops – one 
Asian, one eastern Europe-
an – that are superb sources 
for all kinds of unique, tasty 
treats.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

Riding the holiday trolley. (Photo courtesy Adventureawaits.ca) The iconic BeaverTails kiosk, at the Byward Market. (Paul Knowles photo)

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The Cobblestone Trolley – a great way to see all of Ottawa

By Paul Knowles

Your faithful correspondent, doubling as a trolley conductor. 
(Photo by Jantine Van Kregten)
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LOOKING
BACK

The Stonetown Millionaires
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

A portrait of Arthur Meighen, ninth prime minister of Canada, 
has found a new home in St. Marys. On Monday afternoon ap-
proximately 50 people gathered for a short presentation cer-
emony in Council Chambers. The Arthur Meighen portrait is 
hanging in the Town Hall committee room adjoining council 
chambers, where residents and visitors are welcome to come 
see it.

Blue Circle Cement is relatively new to the community, but al-
ready they’ve laid a good “foundation” in St. Marys. The cement 
conglomerate, which purchased St. Marys Cement earlier this 
year, has donated all the cement products, valued at $60,000, 
for the new curling rink/multi-use facility which opened in late 
November.

Why not build in St. Marys? New home prices start at $155,000.

50 years ago (1972)

Perth County Board of Education approved a budget of $386,250 
for alterations and additions to the North Ward School in St. 
Marys. The work is scheduled for completion by September 
1973 and includes a 10,400 square foot addition.

Small red arms attached to rural mailboxes are becoming more 
common throughout the countryside. The arms, like the mail-
box, must be supplied by the householder. The idea of the de-
vice is to alert the rural courier to the fact that there is mail in 
the box for pickup. The courier does not stop unless he carries 
mail for the box.

The Starlette Strutters Baton and Drum Corps representing St. 
Marys in the Hamilton Grey Cup parade last Saturday morn-
ing gave the Stonetown a nice publicity boost on a nationwide 
scale. One of the commentators noted that St. Marys has more 
millionaires per capita than any other place in Canada. The 
Starlette Strutters are under the leadership of Darcy Smith 
Wheal.

75 years ago (1947)

A pair of enterprising youngsters were delivering their morn-
ing papers to local customers one day last week by horse and 
cutter.

A few of the local skiing enthusiasts have been finding the 
slope to Trout Creek from Queen St. East quite suitable for this 
great winter sport. They have been using the downward run 
between houses opposite the Cox Service Station.

The St. Marys and District Ministerial Association received 
word this Thursday morning that the permit for export of the 
two tons of foodstuffs for Britain, donated by residents of this 
district, will be along in a few days. When the permit arrives, 
the food will be shipped to Halifax for transhipment to Britain.

The eighteen or twenty healthy looking wild ducks which are 
now swimming in the open water of the Thames just below Vic-
toria Bridge are not just sitting birds for any old hunter. These 
ducks may be wild, but they are not half as wild as Lt. Col. Rice 
will be if someone lets go with a double-barrelled gun in their 
direction. The mallards are part of the Colonel’s menagerie 
flock.

100 years ago (1922)

A number of the foreign delegates attending the World’s Tem-
perance Convention in Toronto visited St. Marys on Tuesday. In 
the afternoon they held a meeting at the Presbyterian Church. 
At the meeting they gathered short addresses from citizens of 
the town on their feelings on the present temperance legisla-
tion. At the evening meeting, the delegates themselves were 
the speakers and were listened to for some hours by a most 
appreciative audience. 

While up at J.J. McDonald’s in the North Ward on Monday, Mr. 
Dan McLeod picked in the garden a bouquet of daisies for the 
Journal, and this is December in Ontario! On the same day, Mrs. 
George Carr of Peel Street South picked pansies in her garden.

T. Wybrow and Wesley Adair were injured at the St. Marys 
Wood Specialty Company on Monday. Both had their hands cut, 
one seriously, by the same machine. Mr. Wybrow received his 
injury first and when Mr. Adair was put on to operate the ma-
chine, he too got his little finger caught. Both are doing as well 
as possible.

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier 
on Page 5
Friday, December 9
- Final day to submit fruit order to the St. Marys Kinsmen
- St. Marys Cement online Community Liaison Committee 
meeting See Town of St. Marys events calendar for a link to 
the online meeting
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- Thorndale downtown businesses festivities – 4 to 7 pm
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 pm
- Thorndale Lions Santa Claus Parade – leaves the 
Community Centre at 7 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Thomas Stars at Joe Thornton 
Community Centre – 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 10
- Photos with Santa at McCully’s Hill Farm – 11 am to 2 pm, 
$15 with canned good donation
- St. Marys Station Gallery discussion on “12 Hours that 
Saved a Country” – 2 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
Sunday, December 11
- Photos with Santa at McCully’s Hill Farm – 11 am to 2 pm, 
$15 with canned good donation
 St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at Chatham 
Memorial Arena – 7 pm
- Avonbank Church Candlelight Service – 7:30 pm, Featuring 
The GeeGees
Wednesday, December 14
- St. Marys Lincolns vs LaSalle Vipers at Vollmer Culture Rec 
Complex – 7 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

John Nater, Member of Parliament for Perth—Wel-
lington, announced that the employer application 
process for funding under the Canada Summer 
Jobs 2023 program is now open. 

“Through Canada Summer Jobs, young Canadians 
have the opportunity to gain the skills and experi-
ence they need to get jobs now and in the future. I 
encourage employers to apply for funding to create 
jobs that will help students, employers, and our lo-
cal economies. Last summer more than 350 young 
people were employed across Perth—Wellington, 
creating jobs in our communities.” - John Nater, MP.

Nater noted that while the application period 
opened slightly earlier this year, he is once again 
disappointed that the Minister responsible for the 
program still has not taken action which would 
move up the date by which employers would be no-
tified of program funding.

“The April notification date is much too late for 
most students to find out if they have a summer 
job, but employers also must budget and therefore 
need confirmation of whether or not they will re-
ceive funding well in advance of this date” said MP 
Nater. “University and college students in particu-
lar must have an idea of where they will be working 
in the summer by mid-February.” 

Canada Summer Jobs provides funding to help em-

ployers create summer job opportunities for young 
people. It is designed to focus on local priorities 
while helping both students and their communities. 

Funding will be available to not-for-profit organiza-
tions, public-sector employers, and small business-
es (under 50 employees) to hire qualified young 
people aged 15 to 30. Thousands of young Canadi-
ans will be able to develop and improve their skills 
through summer employment while employers will 
be assisted in addressing skills shortages. Employ-
ers interested in applying for CSJ 2023 funding can 
submit their applications electronically via the on-
line fillable application or the Grants and Contri-
butions Online Service (GCOS). 

The online fillable application is the fastest way for 
employers to complete an application online with-
out having to create an account. The application 
period for Canada Summer Jobs 2023 is November 
29, 2022, to January 12, 2023. 

Employers can find further information at: www.
canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/
services/funding/canada-summerjobs.html

Canada Summer Jobs 2023
COMMUNITY —

The Town of St. Marys is hosting an educational 
session about homelessness, facilitated by Grant 
Martin, the City of Stratford’s Housing Stability 
Policy and Program Coordinator.

All residents are encouraged to attend to learn 
what homelessness is, what is being done to end 
homelessness in Perth County and how you can 
help.

“As the weather gets colder, homelessness is be-
coming more apparent in St. Marys.” says Brit-
tany Petrie, the Town’s Community Outreach 
Worker. “One of the first steps in creating change 
and challenging stigma around homelessness is 
to be educated.”

The session will be held on Tuesday, December 
13 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre (317 James Street South, St. 
Marys). Please note this session will be record-
ed and shared on the Town of St. Marys You-
Tube channel (Town of St. Marys) for those who 
are unable to attend.

If you know of someone experiencing homeless-
ness or are concerned about a person or fami-
ly in need of help, please reach out to Brittany 
Petrie, Community Outreach Worker at bpetrie@
town.st.marys.on.ca or 226-261-0098, or City of 
Stratford Social Services at 519-271-3773 ext. 
200 (after hours  call 519-272-2294).

Town offers 
education 
session on 
homelessness
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

The drumsticks!

What's the most 

musical part of 

the chicken?

Natalie Kittmer (5)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
Why did the girl bring 

a ruler to bed with 
her?

She wanted to see 
how long she slept.

If you have a referee 
in football and an 
umpire in baseball, 

what do you have in 
bowls?

Goldfish.

Why was the 
calculator sad?

Because it had too 
many problems to 

solve

What can you serve 
but never eat?

A tennis ball

How did the 
telephone propose to 

his girlfriend?

It gave her a ring

Why do 
mathematicians like 

airlines?

They use Pi-lots.

Which letter of the 
alphabet keeps us 

waiting?

 Q. (queue)

What's black and 
white and red all 

over?

A sunburned zebra

If there was a spelling 
test, which animal 

would win?

The bee

What do you call a 
bunny with fleas?

Bugs Bunny.

What do you call a 
lazy baby kangaroo?

A pouch potato.

- Word Search -

Rhonda Ehgoetz

Doug Kellum

Todd Kasenberg

Matt Duncan

Jim Aitcheson

Sue Orr

Hugh McDermid

Jerry Smith

Walter McKenzie

Dean Trentowsky

PERTH COUNTY COUNCIL
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Wrigley, a 
2-year-old male golden retriever. 
He enjoys long walks and playing 

with his friends. His favourite 
activities include stealing socks, 

shoes and playing hide and seek.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Holiday Pet Safety Tip #2
Tinsel

Avoid decorating with tinsel. If 
swallowed , tinsel can obstruct a 

pet's digestive system.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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ASK THE PREACHER: The birth of Jesus

We are now headlong into 
the Christmas season.  Music 
in the stores is playing rendi-
tions of 'O Come All Ye Faith-
ful' and 'Here Comes Santa 
Claus.'  We have had Black 
Friday for this year and the 
credit card debts are mount-
ing up in order to make sure 
everyone in the family is re-
membered with something 
nice.  Little children are wait-
ing expectantly for the arriv-
al of Santa with his custom-
ary bag of toys and reindeer 
on the roof.  

Speaking theologically about 
the birth of Jesus, it’s inter-
esting that we, as a Christian 
community, have never wor-
ried that the two accounts of 
Jesus’ birth do not compute 
with each other.  

What are the differences?  
Matthew’s account seems to 
have Joseph and Mary al-
ready living in Bethlehem.  
The wise men find the Holy 
Family at a house.  Luke’s 
gospel has Mary and Joseph 
journeying from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem in Judea, over 
100 kilometres to register for 
a census in Joseph’s home 
town.  Luke has Jesus born 
in a barn.  Matthew makes no 
mention of a barn being the 
neonatal unit.  Matthew has 
wise men coming to visit the 
child guided by a star.  Luke 
has visiting shepherds and 
angels guided by the Heav-
enly Host.  After the birth, 
Matthew’s gospel writes that 
Herod the King sends his 

troops to Bethlehem to kill 
the Christ child and ends up 
killing many children in King 
David’s birth place.  Luke 
simply has the Holy Family 
journey to Jerusalem, name 
the child at the Temple, of-
fer a couple of pigeons as 
a sacrifice in a purification 
rite and then return to their 
hometown Nazareth.   Mat-
thew has the Holy Family 
rush off to Egypt to escape 
Herod’s wrath, and return a 
few years later to Nazareth 
after Herod’s death.  Other 
than having Jesus born in 
Bethlehem of Mary and Jo-
seph on that first Christmas 
night, and Mary being a vir-
gin, their story paths never 
seem to cross.  

There are two ways you can 
see this story.  If you are one 
who believes that the Bible 
was written by God then each 
story is true, as hard as that 
is for us as human beings to 
grasp.  Perhaps one is true 

and the other is fictional, and 
now we have the problem of 
figuring out which one is ac-
curate.  

Could the two stories be 
misunderstood oral tradi-
tion stories?  Or was each 
writer so impressed with the 
ministry of Jesus, they each 
simply filled in the blanks 
by describing his birth as a 
Holy event befitting a child 
of God?  We just don’t know.  
The Bible was written by 
men who kept the writing 
conventions of the day, and 
those conventions did allow 
for fictional accounts.  

For us in the Historical Jesus 
camp, these are two stories 
composed by later believers 
in Jesus the Christ.  They be-
lieve Jesus was God’s son who 
came here in this miraculous 
way.  The truth is that there 
were no living witnesses to 
the actual birth event which 
happened nearly 80 years 

before the time of the gos-
pels’ writing.  When we look 
at the two stories there is no 
way they are well-matched 
with each other.  Those of us 
who grew up in the church 
remember the many Christ-
mas pageants we all took 
part in.  The two stories were 
always morphed into one.  
Shepherds and angels and 
wise men paid homage to-
gether.  

One character is missing, 
however.  The only woman 
mentioned in the gospels was 
Mary.  No midwife?  No way!  
Merry Christmas!

Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell is a re-
tired ordained minister with 
the United Church of Canada.  
He has served congregations 
in rural Ontario, London, Hen-
sall, St. Marys, Stratford and 
Palmerston.  His doctorate de-
gree is in preaching the Jesus 
of history.  

By Rev. Pirie Mitchell

COMMUNITY —

Baby Faces of 2022
Baby’s Name___________________________________________________

Male or Female _______________  Date of Birth___________________ 

Place of Birth __________________________________________________

Weight (birth) _______________ Weight (now)____________________

Parent(s) Name ________________________________________________

Siblings (Name[s] & Age) _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Grandparents __________________________________________________

What I Liked best about 2022: (a reply your baby might make) 

_________________________________________________________________

  ONLY $49.99 + HST

EMAIL YOUR PHOTO TO INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM 
BY DEC 15TH AND SEE YOUR LITTLE ONE IN OUR DEC 29TH 

YEAR IN REVIEW EDITION.
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Are You A Newcomer 
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

Pop Up Indoor Markets
Saturday Dec 17 and January 21
8 a.m. until 12 noon at the PRC.

OBITUARY

May
Doris Mae May (Schatzke) for-
merly of St. Marys and Kitch-
ener, Ontario, passed away at 
Ritz Lutheran Villa in Mitchell 
on November 20, 2022 at the 
age of 96. 
Doris was predeceased by 
her husband, John Ken-
neth May in 2006. Loving 

mother of Dianne (Jim), Bradley (Josephine) and 
Donna (Brian). Proud grandmother of David, Sean 
(Emily) and great-grandmother of Ellie. Predeceased 
by her parents John and Matilda Schatzke, sisters 
Joyce Schatzke, and Ruth Gutpell and brother-in-law 
Robert Gutpell. 
Doris was a member of the McConnell Club for over 
60 years of service. She also served on St. Marys 
Town Council and was a supporter of the Canadian 
Baseball Hall of Fame. She loved her Blue Jays and 
having lunch with her friends. 
At Doris’ request, cremation has taken place and buri-
al with interment in St. Peter’s Cemetery, Kitchener, 
at a later date. Memorial donations may be made 
to West Perth Village or the St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation. Online condolences at www.hodgesfu-
nealhome.ca

OBITUARY

Hyde
Joyce (Henry) Hyde

    1942 -2022
Our beautiful mother, grand-
mother, great grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend is at 
peace. Joyce Hyde passed 
away peacefully in the early 
hours on the morning of No-
vember 30th, 2022 just days 

after losing her own mother. 
Joyce is survived by her two daughters, Jenny (Steve 
Jones) and Jody (Mike “Fletch” Fletcher). She loved 
enjoying  a cocktail with her two favourite son in 
laws. Joyce leaves many wonderful memories to be 
cherished by her grandchildren Brittney Jones (Matt 
Ward), Morgann Jones (Andrew Crowley), Cameron 
Fletcher and Zackary Fletcher.  She was an extra 
special great grandma to Carter and Bentley Crow-
ley.  She is predeceased by Jim Hyde, Gary Douglas, 
her parents Oliver(1973) and Edith Henry(2022),and 
brothers Allen (1975) and Keith (1963).  Joyce is 
survived by her brother Ike Henry, sister Rita Henry 
(Chris Glue) and sister-in-law Judy Fischer.  She will 
be fondly remembered by her nieces, nephews and 
friends. 
All people die, but not all people live and Joyce “lived”. 
Dressed to kill, always in high heels with a cigarette 
between her lips she was a rock star in her sports car 
speeding down the road. Her extensive vocabulary 
was more than highly proficient at knowing more curse 
words than most people. After decades of work, she 
retired from Hutton Farm Supplies to spend time golf-
ing and winters in Mexico. 
Her work ethic and dedication was second to none. All 
the farmers in the area knew they could count on her 
to be there early even before the mill opened. Special 
thanks to the staff at Amica London and the palliative 
care team members from St Elizabeth and the VON 
for taking such great care of her. 
One in a million, she was an independent woman who 
provided us with memories to last several lifetimes 
and so we invite you to join us to celebrate together 
on Sunday December 18th, 2022 from 2pm to 5pm 
at RIVER VALLEY GOLF COURSE, 4725 Line1 , St. 
Marys, ON. A special dedication service will begin at 
2:30 pm. Dress comfortably with a splash of leopard 
print if you have it. Bring your best memory of Joyce, 
we’d love to hear your stories. 
In Joyce’s memory, donations can be made to the St. 
Marys Healthcare Foundation. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Payton
Norma June (Gregory) Pay-
ton died November 30, 2022.  
She was in her 96th year. 
Norma was predeceased by 
her parents Ernie and Hazel 
Gregory, her husband Jack 
Payton, and her sisters Doris 
(Alex) Hewitt and Marilyn (Pat) 
Schaefer. She is survived by 

her brother Richard Gregory and his wife Gayle.  Also 
survived and loved by her three children, Mike, Paula 
(Lorne) Ross, and Pat (Laura), granddaughter Melissa 
Comyn (John), and great grandchildren Stuart, Liam 
(who died in 2020), Sean (Page), and great great 
granddaughter Ivy. She will be missed by many cous-
ins, nieces, and nephews. 
A family service will be held in early summer. Norma 
was born in Detroit, Michigan, on December 27, 1926. 
The family returned from the US when she was five 
years old and lived just outside Harrington, where 
Norma attended school. Once Norma and Jack Pay-
ton met there was to be no other suitor for either. They 
married September 24, 1948, and enjoyed a unique 
partnership in the home and the workplace. 
Jack and Norma made canoes and sailboats in 
the shop they built on Cain Street, working side by 
side, for over 30 years. In leisure, they enjoyed many 
holidays canoeing, fishing, and camping up north. 
Norma loved her family best, but also, nature, garden-
ing, and, of course, animals. 
Norma was a remarkable woman.  Beautiful, smart, 
warm, talented, kind, unassuming, empathetic, hard-
working, compassionate, unique, nurturing, and wise.  
She is, quite simply, irreplaceable. Godspeed Norma, 
to the lovely shade of a beautiful tree in heaven. Jack 
is there waiting for you. Memorial donations could be 
made to the Stratford Perth Humane Society. Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

Trees
I think that I shall never see

A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest

Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in Summer wear

A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;

Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,

But only God can make a tree.
Joyce Kilmer

OBITUARY

Chambers
CHAMBERS; James Ewart-
passed away peacefully at 
Jessica’s House – Hospice 
in Exeter, on Saturday No-
vember 26, 2022, at the age 
of 83. Born in Mount Pleas-
ant, Ontario, son of the late 
James and Jessie (Duncan) 
Chambers. Ewart was em-
ployed as an electrician with 
Canadian Pacific Rail for 

many years. Beloved husband of 60 years to Jane 
(Manning) Chambers. Loving father of Colin (Kim) 
and Scott (Cheryl). Cherished grandfather of Carlee, 
Loghan, Hillarie and Nicholas. Predeceased by his 
sister Mary Brown. Cremation has taken place. A Pri-
vate family service will be held at a later date. Dona-
tions can be made to Jessica’s House Hospice Exeter.
Messages and condolences may be left at
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/CW16Qpqd



Thursday, December 8, 2022 33St. Marys Independent

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & 
Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755

OBITUARY

Reynolds
REYNOLDS: David
July 25, 1947 – November 30, 
2022
Suddenly at his home on No-
vember 30, 2022 of Seaforth 
and formerly of St. Marys at 
the age of 75. Beloved hus-
band of Georgina (Scheur-
man) Reynolds for 52 years. 

Cherished father of Karl Reynolds (Lindsay Prentice) 
of Copetown, and Lisa Reynolds (Ewen Bower) of 
London, England. Loving grandpa of Walker Reyn-
olds. Dear brother of Ron Reynolds (Mary), and broth-
er-in-law of Caroline Thompson (Thomas), Christie 
Penner (Clint), Barbara Scheurman, and brother-in-
law Clarence Scheurman (Nancy). Fondly remem-
bered by many nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
parents Josephine (Blackwell) and Percy Reynolds, 
and 3 sisters. 
David enjoyed attending both his son and daughter’s 
sporting events, watching all types of racing, including 
his grandson’s motocross. As one of the husband’s of 
summer, he was always by George’s side for all her 
sporting events and cheering her on. 
David was a very talented woodworker; he made 
many projects which he shared with his family and 
friends. He also was an avid collector of model cars, 
a photographer and lover of nature. His projects and 
collections will forever be treasured. 
In keeping with David’s wishes, cremation has taken 
place. A private celebration of David’s life will be held 
Inurnment at Maitlandbank Cemetery. Donations to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation would be appreci-
ated by the family. Messages of condolence may be 
forwarded to the family through www.haskettfh.com. 

OBITUARY

Hinge
HINGE: Wayne
Peacefully at Ritz Lutheran 
Villa, Mitchell on Sunday, De-
cember 4, 2022 of St. Marys 
at the age of 79. Beloved hus-
band of the late Darlene (Nel-
son) Hinge (2010). Cherished 
father of Sherrie Simpson and 
John Medd, the late Lezlie 
(2009) and John Szekely, 

David Hinge, Randall O’Connor and Michael Brown, 
Patti Hansen, and Stephen and Camas O’Connor. 
Proud grandpa of Jason, Jordan (Marissa) Simpson; 
Josh, Meghan, Brandon Taylor; Logan Hinge; Cheryl 
Lendvoy (Chris), Riley Hansen (Kayla), Jesse Hansen 
(Owen); and Kaitlyn O’Connor and great-grandpa of 
Chloe, Sienna, and Paisley. Dear brother and broth-
er-in-law of Allan Hinge, and Wayne Norris. Fondly 
remembered by many nieces and nephews, and the 
Nelson family. Predeceased by his parents Leslie 
and Olive (Robbins) Hinge, son-in-law Ron Simpson, 
daughter-in-law Janice O’Connor, great-grandchildren 
Jayden and Aiden Simpson, sister Barbara Norris and 
sister-in-law Elizabeth Hinge. 
Wayne worked as a salesman for Pioneer Electronics 
for many years. He enjoyed many camping trips to 
Horseshoe Lake in Parry Sound, and trips out west to 
visit family. He had a passion for fishing and always 
looked forward to his fishing trip to the camp on Coo-
per Lake in the Temagami area.
Cremation has taken place. A celebration of Wayne’s 
life will be held in the new year when everyone is 
home and can gather together. Inurnment St. Marys 
Cemetery. 
Donations to a charity of your choice would be appre-
ciated by the family. Condolences may be forwarded 
online through www.haskettfh.com. 

IN MEMORIAM

Ward
Ward, Kevin 1962 – 2010
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
You are loved beyond words
Missed beyond measure.

Loved forever
Mom, Dad, 

Dean and Colin 

IN MEMORIAM

Wakem
In loving memory of our Dad, Ray Wakem who 
passed away December 26, 2017
I thought of you today
But that is nothing new,
I thought about you yesterday
And days before that too.
I think of you in silence
I often speak your name,
Now all I have are memories
And your picture in a frame.
Your memory is my keepsake
With which I'll never part,
God has you in his keeping
I have you in my heart.
Always in our hearts, Forever in our memories

Love Christine & Rob, Grandchildren - Crystal & 
Chris, Whitney & Tom, Kyle & Melanie and your 
great grandchildren - Aurora, Kendall, Bronson, 

Anna, Corbyn and Grace 

IN MEMORIAM

Harris
In loving memory of our Dad, Bob Harris who 
passed away December 13, 2019
Gone is the face we loved so dear,
Silent is the voice we loved to hear,
Too far away for sight or speech,
But not too far for thought to reach,
Sweet to remember him who once was here,
And who, though absent, is just as dear.
Sadly missed, but never forgotten
Love Rob & Christine, Grandchildren - Crystal & 
Chris, Whitney & Tom, Kyle & Melanie and your 
great grandchildren - Aurora, Kendall, Bronson, 

Anna, Corbyn, and Grace 

IN MEMORIAM

Hughes
In loving memory of our parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents, Reta (December 6, 2012)  and 
Harry (February 6, 1995)
The special years will not return
When we were all together
But with the love within our hearts
You will walk with us forever.

Always remembered and forever loved
Your family. 

SUBMIT YOUR
MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, 

OBITUARY, OR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Email us at
info@stmarysindependent.com

or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent

Avonbank Church 
Candlelight Service
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

AT 7:30 PM 
featuring The GeeGees

Bagpipes and violin are part of their show
Masks appreciated
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL
MENDING

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com
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Sudoku

Id: 103227

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

5 3 8 6
1 5 7

8 2
6 7

9 4 1 6
2 3
7 5 8 6 4

2 3 9
9

Solution
4 2 5 3 9 8 7 1 6

1 6 9 5 2 7 4 3 8

3 7 8 1 4 6 5 9 2

5 3 6 9 8 4 2 7 1

9 4 7 2 1 3 8 6 5

2 8 1 6 7 5 9 4 3

7 5 3 8 6 9 1 2 4

6 1 4 7 5 2 3 8 9

8 9 2 4 3 1 6 5 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) A Haweater 
2) Chardonnay
3) Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association
4) White blood cells 
5) Eton 
6) Carbon Dioxide 
7) Rubber Duckie by Ernie (1970) / Rain-
bow Connection by Kermit (1979) 
8) Chuck Yeager 
9) 100 
10) King

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

For Sale
2 stage Troy snowblower, 24 inch, electric start, gas power,  power 
steering, forward light, excellent condition
$650 - Call 519-521-6425

Found
Amazon Card Call 519-284-4443

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 
HERE FOR JUST 
$10 PER WEEK

PLEASE CALL 
Charity 519-273-3564

Or Sharon 519-305-0445

LOOKING FOR AN APPRENTICE OR 
A LICENSED HAIR STYLIST AT 

STRATFORD FIRST CHOICE
Full and part-time available 

Hiring bonus 
$250 Part Time
$500 Full Time

HELP WANTED

Stratford Police Service
We currently have openings for the following position: 

Please refer to the Stratford Police Service website at 
www.stratfordpolice.com for details of the duties for this 
position, minimum qualifications, and application 
submission process. This is volunteer position with no 
financial remuneration.

Application forms will be available on the Stratford Police 
Service website at www.stratfordpolice.com under the 
“Careers – Auxiliary Unit” link. Applications will also be 
available at the front counter of the Stratford Police 
Service.

Completed applications packages for this position will be 
accepted until 4 pm on Friday December 30th, 2022. 

Please mail or deliver completed applications to Stratford 
Police Service, 17 George Street West, Box 21041, 
Stratford, ON   N5A 7V4.

Applications can also be emailed to: 
auxiliary@stratfordpolice.com

The initial training will take place in the spring of 2023.
We thank all applicants for their interest; however only 

those selected for an interview will be contacted. 

Auxiliary Police Constable

HELP WANTED
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huron-Perth Centre is seeking a Bookkeeper/Payroll Clerk for a 12 month contract position. 
 
STRATFORD OFFICE – 21 hours per week starting January/February 2023 
 
Business Unit Support – Salary Range is $22.28 to $27.17 
 
An experienced bookkeeper with time-keeping functions.  Areas of responsibility will include but are not 
limited to: administrative functions, accounts receivable, accounts payable, payroll, staff stats for vacation, 
sick days, compensatory time, travel reimbursement and conference tracking. 

 
 College diploma in a related discipline an asset 
 Payroll experience in ADP payroll an asset 
 1-3 years’ experience in a bookkeeping role  
 Proficient in Microsoft Office suite (Excel, Word, Outlook) 

 
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS is Friday, December 23rd at 3 pm 
 
SEND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO:  Katie Louwagie at katiel@hpcentre.on.ca  
 
Expressions of interest require the following: 

 cover letter and current resume 

*applicants selected for interview must meet minimum qualifications as specified in the Job Description on the 
second page. 
 
**HPC reserves the right to distribute hours of service based on the operational needs of the Centre. 
 
Information about services and the Job Descriptions are available on the website – www.hpcentre.on.ca 

 

Huron-Perth Centre is seeking a Bookkeeper/
Payroll Clerk for a 12 month contract position.
STRATFORD OFFICE – 
21 hours per week starting January/February 2023 
Business Unit Support – Salary Range is $22.28 to $27.17
An experienced bookkeeper with time-keeping functions. Areas of 
responsibility will include but are not limited to: administrative 
functions, accounts receivable, accounts payable, payroll, staff stats 
for vacation, sick days, compensatory time, travel reimbursement and 
conference tracking.
• College diploma in a related discipline an asset
• Payroll experience in ADP payroll an asset
• 1-3 years’ experience in a bookkeeping role
• Proficient in Microsoft Office suite (Excel, Word, Outlook)
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS is Friday, December 23rd at 3 pm
SEND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO:                                                 
Katie Louwagie at katiel@hpcentre.on.ca

*applicants selected for interview must meet minimum qualifications as 
specified in the Job Description on the second page.
**HPC reserves the right to distribute hours of service based on the 
operational needs of the Centre.

Information about services and the Job Descriptions are available                
on the website – www.hpcentre.on.ca

Expressions of interest require the following:
• cover letter and current resume 

PLACE YOUR 
HELP WANTED 

AD HERE!
For as low as $35 per 
week advertise your 

business in need
Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or email 
ads@stmarysindependent.com
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