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Black’s Financial Services

2018 MAZDA CX3 GT TECH $ 165 B.W.

2018 Mazda CX3 GT Tech

Call us for details 519.284.1340

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
1.65
2.48
2.80

Has every option available, htd, leather/suede seats, nav,
bluetooth, cam, radar cruise, power seat & roof, forward collision
alert, all wheel drive, bose sound, blind spot & much more, clean
local trade with clean history

GIC INSURED

*All rates subject
to change without
notice*

FREE

$

165 B.W.

$

23,795

Payment over 84 months at 6.74% o.a.c,
HST & licensing extra

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

Giving Tuesday Flag Raised

Black’s Financial Services

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 1.32 - 3 YR 2.14 - 5 YR 2.35
For more products and
Financial Advice call us today!

Rae to vie for Pettapiece’s
seat at Queen’s Park
Mitchell man seeks to replace
Perth-Wellington conservative MPP

Gift cards now
available online
for both Golf &
Tube Slide

By Matt Harris, Regional Editor

As one man prepares to step aside, another man
rises to take his place.
It didn’t take long for possible successors to
Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pettapiece to put
their hands up and be counted, and Matthew
Rae is the first to do so. The Mitchell resident announced his intention to run for the Conservative
MPP’s seat at Queen’s Park once Pettapiece finishes his term.

Thursday Wing Night:
Featuring: Pad Thai, Fish
Tacos, Reubens & more.

GIVE THE GIFT

of golf lessons with Andrew Ross!
Call us for details 519-225-2329
www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Giving Tuesday committee member Julie Docker-Johnson and St. Marys Mayor Al
Strathdee teamed up to help raise the Giving Tuesday flag outside of the Town Hall
on November 23rd. The flag with be flying for one week leading up to Giving Tuesday
on November 30th. Other committee members responsible for organizing the Giving
Tuesday activities in St. Marys were Marg McLean, Cindy Taylor, Julie Shackleton, Jennifer Congsberry, Nancy Wojcik, and Marilyn Haywood. For more information, please
see pages 18-19 of this week’s newspaper. (Wendy Lamond photo)

The “Source” is closing
By Frank Doyle
After almost 17 years in business, Bill
Schneider has announced that he is
closing the “Source’ which is the retail
section of his business. He says that
he will be continuing to operate the
service and support of computers and
computer related issues. Schneider
says that the supply chain for parts
has been very difficult during the
pandemic.
“I have some items on order for over a
year with no idea on when I will have

delivery of parts ordered,” Schneider
says.
Bill Schneider has been operating the
business since June 2005 when he
purchased the franchise from Al Hosein who operated the business under the “Radio Shack” name for over
20 years in St. Marys.
Although he will be closing the business on November 30, Schneider says
he would like “to take this opportunity
to thank each and everyone of my loy-

Continued on page 2

A statement released on November 17 said that
Pettapiece will not run again whenever the next
provincial election is called. Having served since
2011, Pettapiece decided that another four-year
term would be too much to take on at this stage
of his life.
“For over ten years, it has been an honour and
privilege to represent the people of Perth-Wellington as their Member of Provincial Parliament.
In this job, trust is earned by helping people – one
constituent at a time, one day at a time. I am grateful for their trust,” he said. “This month, I turned
73. Running again would mean committing, potentially, to another four-year term. For a full-time
MPP, the hours are often long. In retiring, I choose
instead to spend those hours as a full-time husband, father and grandfather.”
Rae steps up as the first potential candidate to declare their intent to fill Pettapiece’s shoes. In the
decade since MPP Pettapiece was first elected,
Rae has been heavily involved in the provincial
Conservative party: working for MP John Nater as
well as MPP Pettapiece. He has also worked for
the University of Waterloo, and currently works
for SHAD Canada, an education non-profit that
runs experiential STEM programming for Grade

Continued on page 2
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Rae to vie for Pettapiece’s seat at Queen’s Park
Continued from page 1

ture for this and future generations.

10 and 11 students across the country.

“One of the most pressing issues in
Perth-Wellington, and across Ontario, is affordability,” he said. “I know as
a young person it’s very difficult to
purchase a home. I was lucky a few
years ago to be able to purchase a
home. Right now, I wouldn’t be able
to afford my home if it was on the
market.”

“Working for both the local MP
and MPP has provided me with
an opportunity to learn about the
unique needs of every community in
Perth-Wellington,” he said. “I’m also
passionate about education and open
to supporting new ideas on how we
can bring our education system into
the twenty-first century.”
Rae’s website also states that he
served as the Perth-Wellington Progressive Conservative Riding Association president since 2017 as well
as Pettapiece’s campaign manager in
2018. He studied political science and
international development (bachelor
of arts, honours) at the University of
Guelph, then he obtained his Masters of Advanced International Studies from the Diplomatic Academy of

Matthew Rae
Vienna, where his primary focus was
on international relations and economics.
But it’s his roots on the family dairy
farm near Harriston that grounds
him in Perth-Wellington. His website states that he’s running to help
agriculture and rural communities
thrive, and to help make a better fu-

Rae said that Pettapiece has not given him an endorsement nor has he
sought that from him at this time.
He is, however, preparing to hit the
ground running should he win the
nomination.
“I will be ready on Day One to fight
for you and your family,” he said. “I’m
running on a commitment to be accessible and approachable. I can be
reached at matthew@electmatthewrae.ca.”

cerned, his job hasn’t wrapped up
just yet.
“While in government, we saw GO
service expand to Stratford and St.
Marys following years of advocacy;
we brought high-speed internet to
countless rural households and businesses; we opened new long-term
care beds throughout the riding; we
successfully pushed the government
to introduce Ontario Tourism and
Hospitality Business Support Grant;
and we finally saw the opening of
the Louise Marshall Hospital extension in Mount Forest,” he said. “There
is still much more to do. I will continue working hard for my constituents until the end of my term in June
2022. I also look forward to continuing to support the government as we
further recover from the pandemic
and work to build a better future for
everyone.”

As far as the sitting MPP is con-

After almost 17 years, The “Source” is closing
Continued from page 1

ful to my family for their support. My
wife and three sons have all worked
with me at some point during those
years. I also want to thank the many
staff members that have worked here
throughout the years.”

al customers. It has been my pleasure
to meet so many wonderful people
and I have appreciated your business
for almost 17 years. I am also grate-

With less than a week left in business,
Schneider said there will be deals
available on all remaining inventory.
And not only will there be inventory
to sell but all the shelving in the store
will be available for sale.

And finally Bill Schneider says that
if you want to contact him for the
computer business, which is BSCS
Limited, the mobile number is 519949-9494 or e-mail him at bscsltd@
protonmail.com

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)
695 Levitt Street, Granton
ON, N0M 1V0
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BLACK FRIDAY

deals
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S

DON'T MISS OUT ON AMAZING DEALS!
Bring your own device and
save up to $175 for new
activations on select plans.
Ask us for details about how we
accessorize your device for FREE
on a new 2-year plan.

NOVEMBER 26th - 29th, 2021

CALL 519-229-8933 TODAY!

some conditions apply
while supplies last
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Bravo

Traditional Kinsmen Santa
Claus Parade returns this
weekend!
“Save space for Santa” parking closures Saturday,
November 27
Santa makes his traditional parade
return to St. Marys this Saturday,
November 27 at 7:00 p.m.!
After a year’s absence, the community is asked to “save space for Santa” in the downtown so that those
who choose to watch the parade
will be able to do so in a socially
distanced manner, without the risk
of moving and idling vehicles.
Volunteers will begin closing parking stalls on Queen Street between
Water and Peel at 4:00 p.m. so that
all stalls will be empty by the start
of the parade at 7:00 p.m. Shortterm parking spots for food pickup only will be designated on Wellington Street. Spots will reopen at
the parade’s end.
This year’s parade route will be
longer to also encourage social
distancing. The parade leaves the
Pyramid Recreation Centre at 7:00
p.m., and follows its familiar route
up James Street, west on Queen
Street through the downtown, then
south on Water Street. It will turn
left onto Park Street to return to
the Pyramid Recreation Centre via
James. Santa will not stop at Milt
Dunnell Field this year.
For those unable to watch the parade in person, the Front Porch
Show will live stream the event
with colour commentary, on its

Facebook page beginning at 7:00
p.m. Be sure to “Like” The Front
Porch Show page to be able to
watch.
In anticipation of the warm tidings brought about by Santa’s return, the St. Marys Youth Council
will have a socially distanced Toy
Drive in the downtown on Saturday, November 27 between 10:00
a.m. and noon and again between
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Look for
these young volunteers and their
festive wagons in the streets for
contact-free donating! Donors are
asked to focus on items for teens
and pre-teens, as this demographic is often overlooked during the
holiday season.
Find more information on all Town
of St. Marys Christmas activities at
www.townofstmarys.com/celebratetheseason, and be sure to follow
the Town of St. Marys’ Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter accounts for
any updates and reminders.

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:
in St. Marys

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555 • OPEN 24 HOURS!
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Boo

We have four Bravos this week.

We have two Boos this week.

1) Bravo to the lovely employee at Canadian Tire who carted a bookshelf
out of Canadian Tire and all the way
to my house. Truly above and beyond.
Thank you so much.

1) A big Boo to Canada Post rural mail
with NO delivery for a week

2) Bravo to the staff of BMO for preventing a senior from being scammed
out of a large sum of money.

2) Boo to the drivers who feel compelled to make U turns on our downtown streets. Our town is not a movie
set for Fast & Furious and it will only
take one misstep for someone to be seriously injured.

3) Bravo to pedestrians that activate
the walk buttons at street corners,
making it safer for all.
4) Bravo to St. Marys Cement for considering and testing the use of low
carbon fuels. We all hope that the end
result will be less greenhouse gas
emissions in St. Marys to help us get to
Net 0 by 2050. If you don't think that
climate change is impacting St. Marys,
just count how many times the river
and creek have flooded this past year
which has nothing to do with the operation or mis-operation of Wildwood
Dam.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Ron Morrison, Broker

Sponsored
by:

150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON • 519-272-7666
Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage

Quote of the Week
“There are going to be pipelines blowing up if our leaders don’t pay attention
to what’s going on. People in Extinction Rebellion are saying we’re headed in
a direction of extinction and we’re rebelling against it. That’s why I’m here.”
- David Suzuki, at a protest in Victoria, with a warning for politicians
and global leaders if they fail to act on climate change.
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Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others?
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"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!
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RADAR

AUTO PARTS

395 Queen Street West

A ship in the
harbour is safe, but
that is not what
ships are built for.
A closed mouth
gathers no feet.
He who never made
a mistake never
made a discovery.
You cannot get to
the top by sitting on
your bottom.
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Enbridge Gas assists St. Marys
Fire Department in supporting
Firefighter training

Thursday, November 25, 2021

Stonetown
Crier
Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

Covid-19 Updates
Current Public Health Measures

From left, St. Marys Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson and Chief Fire Prevention Officer Brian Leverton display firefighter training materials purchased with
donation. (Contributed photo)
Enbridge Gas is helping the St. Marys
Fire Department purchase firefighting training materials, through Safe
Community Project Assist–a program
with the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire
Safety Council that supplements existing training for Ontario volunteer
and composite fire departments in the
communities where Enbridge operates.

vital for any fire department,” says St.
Marys Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson. “We are very grateful for this
donation as it has allowed us to purchase important fire safety education
training materials for our firefighters
to use to continuously update their
knowledge on the newest techniques
and information on fire safety.”

“At Enbridge Gas, safety is our priority.
We’re proud to support Ontario firefighters who share our commitment to
keeping our communities safe,” says
Steven Jelich, Director, Southwest Region Operations, Enbridge Gas.

The St. Marys Fire Department is a
highly trained fire service, comprised
of community ambassadors who have
committed to serving the Town of St.
Marys, focused on minimizing loss of
life, property and the environment.
The fire department includes a fulltime fire chief, part-time fire prevention officer and a team of dedicated
part-time professional firefighters.
Equipment includes one 1,050 GPM
pumper, one 1,500 GPM 75 foot aerial
ladder truck, one tank truck and one
rescue vehicle.

This year’s $250,000 donation from
Enbridge Gas will be shared by 50
Ontario fire departments, including
the St. Marys Fire Department. Funds
will be used to purchase educational
materials for firefighters to enhance
life-saving techniques.
Since the launch of Safe Community
Project Assist in 2012, 244 grants have
been provided to Ontario fire departments for additional firefighter training.
“Safe Community Project Assist improves access to training materials
for fire departments,” says Jon Pegg,
Ontario Fire Marshal and Chair of
the Fire Marshal’s Public Fire Safety Council. “Firefighting can be dangerous and unpredictable, and these
training materials positively contribute to the health and safety of firefighters and the broader community.”
“Ongoing education and training are

About the St. Marys Fire Department

About Enbridge Gas
Enbridge Gas Inc., formed on January 1, 2019 from the amalgamation of
Union Gas Limited and Enbridge Gas
Distribution, is Canada's largest natural gas storage, transmission and distribution company based in Ontario
with a more than 170-year history of
providing safe and reliable service to
customers. Enbridge Gas Inc. is owned
by Enbridge Inc., a Canadian-based
leader in energy transportation and
distribution. For more information,
visit www.enbridgegas.com or follow
us on Twitter @EnbridgeGas.
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St. Marys is operating under Ontario’s Plan to Safely
Reopen Ontario and Manage COVID-19 for the LongTerm. Please continue to follow all health and safety
guidelines when using town services and facilities.
The Municipal Operations Centre and Town Hall are
open for service. Hours for both locations are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Prearranged appointments and
drop-box services are still available; call 519-284-2340
to book.
Patrons 12 years of age and older wishing to access
the PRC, Aquatics Centre and Friendship Centre for
programs and recreational services must show proof
of being fully vaccinated (two doses plus 14 days)
along with photo ID upon entry, subject to Provincial
exemptions.
Details: townofstmarys.com/covid19

Community Wellness & Stonetown Supports
Community Wellness Programs
Our Community Wellness Programs are available to
people of all ages and abilities who need assistance with
essential needs such as:
• Hot and frozen meal delivery
• Delivery of groceries and other essentials
• Social connection calls and telephone reassurance
• Virtual and telephone programming
Contact us 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday to Friday)
Details: townofstmarys.com/communitywellness or 519-284-3272
Stonetown Supports
If you are in need of supports and resources for food
security, mental health and addiction, financial aid,
housing, youth services and more, visit our website.
Details: townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

General Municipal Updates
Holiday Events and Parade Parking Reminder
Have a Very St. Marys Christmas!
Be sure to fill your festive season with all of the exciting
local holiday events in St. Marys! Enjoy Winterlights
(a FREE holiday light display), the Holiday Home Tour
(launching Nov. 29), the Kinsmen Santa Claus Parade
(Nov. 27) and more!
Details: discoverstmarys.ca/HappyHolidays
Parade Parking Reminder - November 27
As during past parades, parking on Queen Street from
Water to Peel is prohibited during the parade.
Closures will begin at 4:00 p.m. on November 27, with
designated 15-minute food pickup parking on Wellington
Street.

Contact us: 519-284-2340 | townofstmarys.com
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Grand opening of Betty's Bookshelf
566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Seniors of the Week

Our senior of the week is Carolynne O'Hearn who
will be celebrating her 77th birthday next week.
Carolynne was born and raised in Shaunavon,
Saskatchewan and before moving to St. Marys in
2015, lived in Calgary to attend school, and also
lived in Canmore, Alberta and Manitoba. She
moved to St. Marys to be close to her husband’s
family. Carolynne and her husband Jim have been
married coming up on 52 years and they have two
sons. Happy Birthday Carolynne!

Pictured from left to right are Robert Scott (co-owner), Carol Miller, Kathryn Blandford and Betty's Bookshelf
co-owner Jan Scott. (Contributed photo)

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041
or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Weekend Quiz
Sponsored by:

Gordy's

17 Water St. S
519-860-8662

1)What was the name of the land where Gulliver
met the Little People?
2)Which animal’s name comes first in the
dictionary?
3)Which Canadian singer/songwriter was born
Roberta Joan Anderson in November 1943?
4)What is the common name beginning with 'J'
for a young Kangaroo?
5)Which Latin phrase translates to 'before
midday'?
6)Which monarch did Queen Elizabeth II surpass
as Britain's longest reigning monarch?

ST. MARYS LIONS CLUB

KOATS FOR KIDS
DONATIONS:
Warm, wearable outerwear can be dropped off
now at TD/Canada Trust, Royal Bank, Bank of
Montreal, Scotia Bank, Meridian Savings, GC
Boyle law ofﬁce and Cascade Cleaners. If you
have any spare hangers, please put them with
your donations, Cascade needs them.

PICK UPS:

Clothing will be available at 12 Water Street
South from 9 AM to 7 PM Monday through
Saturday November 15 to December 13.
Closed Sundays.

7)If dogs bark and lions roar what do eagles do?
8)Which musical duo were previously known as
Tom and Jerry?
9)Which entertainer is known as The Boss?
10)What is the meaning of the Latin phrase
Carpe diem?

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

How to Listen to st. Marys radio
Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
2. Click play on the online player
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Hodson’s journey culminates in new wellness centre
Reiki practitioner has big plans for town’s newest wholistic health business

Roots will offer a more intimate feel.
Hodson believes that’s the best way
to promote this kind of healing.

By Matt Harris, Regional Editor
Residents and visitors alike now have
a new place in St. Marys to go to invest in a number of self-care modalities, as Bare Roots Wellness has
opened their doors for business.

“In January, we’re going to be offering
training, group workshops and weekly classes,” she said. “Reiki training,
introduction to meditation, working
on your intuition, and breath work
classes are all coming up, and I like
keeping the numbers small because
I find its more open that way. When
the weather is better, I plan on having outdoor meditations by the falls
behind the shop, and every third
Thursday we offer a free Reiki practice group at 7 p.m. – anyone with any
level of Reiki is welcome to join us.”

Offering Reiki sessions, past life
regression, Indian head massage,
Akashic record reading and more,
owner Susan Hodson said that Bare
Roots is the result of her desire to
help people – something she’s felt
since she was a child. Her first experience with Reiki literally came at the
hands of her mother’s friend.
“I can remember the night exactly: I
was sitting at the dinner table eating
supper with my parents and a few
of their friends, and after dinner my
mom’s friend came over to me and
placed her hands on my shoulder,”
she said. “I just about melted into the
chair, and I said, ‘what the heck is
happening to me? What’s wrong with
your hands and why are they so hot?’.
She said she was giving me Reiki, and
I said, ‘Okay, please don’t stop’.”
Hodson said that treatment lasted
another 20 minutes and when she
woke up the next morning, she felt an
inner sense of peace, happiness, and
mental clarity. The more she explored
those treatments, the better she began to feel. After gaining her Canadian Reiki Association Master Teacher
and International Centre for Reiki
Training certifications, Hodson began
to share her craft at another business
in town. The opportunity to open
Bare Roots came when the building
she occupies on Water Street North
became available. She didn’t hesitate.
“I started out giving treatments in my
house, then moved to Revive here in
town,” she said. “This place (16 Wa-

WELCOME -- Susan Hodson is the owner/operator of Bare Roots Wellness, a
new Reiki-based centre located on Water Street North in St. Marys. The centre
offers a number of different treatment options for anyone interested in trying
them. (Matt Harris photo)
ter Street North) just dropped into
my lap. We got a phone call that this
building was going to be available,
and the rest has taken care of itself.”
Hodson will be joined by fellow Reiki Master Teacher Jess Damen, and
by Nikki Carradine, who will be Bare
Root’s Theta and Astrology go-to gal.
A blend of modalities helps give Bare
Roots a wider appeal, something
Hodson hopes catch people’s attention.
“I was a young mom and I needed something to help me believe in
myself, and that was Reiki,” she said.
“I’m hoping to share that with people
here.”
While COVID-19 has put limits on
the number of people able to gath-

Huron Perth

COVID-19 Vaccination

70 and over?
Healthcare worker?
Indigenous?
Immunocompromised?
• Find out when you can receive your third dose of COVID-19
vaccine. Enough time needs to pass between your second
and third dose.
• Call 1-833-753-2098 or visit www.hpph.ca/thirddose

er and take part in group activities –
many of which Hodson has planned
in the short and long term – Bare

Bare Roots Wellness is currently
open 11-6 on Thursdays and 10-3 on
Fridays. Session appointments can be
booked online (www.bare-roots.com),
or by stopping in to the shop and
booking an appointment in person.
Hodson is hoping to see a lot of new
faces open to the experiences Reiki
has to offer.
“I want the public to become more
open and aware of the benefits energy healing has to offer,” she said.
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Trash fuels carbon-neutral goals for SMC
Cement plant fields public questions during initial info session
By Matt Harris, Regional Editor
The St. Marys Cement (SMC) plant
took another step towards its nottoo-distant future goal of carbon
neutrality when they hosted a public information session on Thursday,
Nov. 18, giving locals a chance to find
out more about their project focused
on using alternative low-carbon fuels (ALCFs) to power their operation.
Currently fueled by conventional
fuel and fuel adjunct materials, SMC
has proposed the use of ALCFs as
part of their strategy to lower greenhouse gas emissions. They began
their application to amend the Environmental Compliance Approval
(ECA) to incorporate permanent usage of ALCFs as well as hydrogen.
This amendment comes under Ontario Regulation 79/15 – Alternative
Low Carbon Fuels.
Among the examples of low-carbon
fuels that could be used at SMC include, but are not limited to, the following: non-recyclable plastics like
plastic bags, shrink wrap packaging;
construction and demolition waste
like carpets and textiles, sawdust,
floor laminates; non-recyclable paper fiber/wood/plastic composites
like single-serve coffee pods and paper towels.
Ruben Plaza, the corporate environmental manager for both Canada
and the United States at SMC, said
that when it comes to reducing their

greenhouse emissions, there is no
single solution that offers a complete
package for cement plants.
“I think it will take a combination
of solutions to enable us to reduce
greenhouse gasses – it’s a long process that starts with this public
meeting, where we’re showing the
scope of intent to use low-carbon
fuels,” he said. “Then we’re going to
hear the concerns of the public before we schedule a second public
meeting in January, where we’ll have
some answers to those concerns. It’s
a very good project, and I think it’s
a win-win situation for everyone.
We can reduce our greenhouse gasses and we can reduce some of the
material that has some value but is
going to a landfill, which is not good
for everyone.”
The plant’s greenhouse gasses come
from two different areas: the calcination of the rock creates about 60
per cent of the plant’s emissions,
while the combustion of fuels makes
up the remaining 40 per cent. And
during the initial testing phase that
has been conducted over the last 10
years since the project’s inception in
2011, Plaza said they have seen no
statistically significant differences
in ambient air concentrations of any
contaminants resulting from the use
of the ALCFs.
“Everything we’ve measured so far
shows us there is no significant difference between the fuels we have

been burning and the (alternative)
low-carbon ones we tested,” he said.
Among the questions posed at the
meeting, many dealt with smell issues that may arise from the use of
alternative fuels. Plaza said that this
part of the process puts the onus on
SMC to obtain answers before the
January meeting. It’s also something
that St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee
said he’d overheard at the meeting
during his time there.
“I do know that got brought up to the
consultants at the meeting, and it has
been included in the ECA – it wasn’t
in there before,” he said. “This process isn’t new, as I understand that
Sweden and Germany have been
using it for a while now. The consistency and quality of the fuel source
makes a difference, so if you’re getting a consistent source then smell
shouldn’t be an issue.”
Strathdee said his conversations
centred around how the materials
will be stored and what impact any
additional truck traffic will have on
the town. But as with anything new,
figuring it out requires change and
that can take time for people to accept.
“I think this is a very positive step in
the right direction because we’ve become very cognizant and concerned
about environmental issues,” he said.
“I saw that some people were engaged in very vigorous discussions,
and every time someone mentions

burning plastic there is a feat that
comes with that. I think this is something we have to look at – if the climate emergency is a real thing, and
I believe it is, then we have to start
making changes. And sometimes
that means making choices like this.”
Part of the information presented at
the meeting included commitments
laid out by the global cement and
concrete manufacturing industry
that would see greenhouse gasses
reduced by 25 per cent by 2030, with
carbon neutrality targeted for 2050.
Plaza thinks those goals are within
reach.
“That’s one of the reasons we’re
moving as fast as possible – we’re
planning on meeting those targets,
and this is one of the ways we’re
working on to get there,” he said.
“We’re looking for new technologies, and hydrogen is one of those
we’re going to start looking into as
an emerging technology … we’re being very aggressive in trying to meet
those goals.”
The complete presentation can be
found on the St. Marys Cement website (www.stmaryscement.com) under the Sustainability menu, and the
public is invited to submit their comments to SMC up until December 17,
2021. Future notices and presentation materials will also be posted
to the site. Anyone with additional
questions can contact the company
by email at stmarys_alcf@golder.com.
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COMMUNITY —
Salvation Army kicks off Christmas Kettle Campaign
Kettles placed at three locations in St. Marys; volunteers needed
By Pat Payton

that's great."

The Salvation Army kicked off its annual Christmas Kettle Campaign in St. Marys last Friday, Nov.
19.

Foodbank requests keep rising, Honcharsky pointed out.

The kettles have again been placed at three locations: Scotiabank downtown, McDonald's Independent Grocer and Stonetown Foodland.
"Our goal for our kettles in St. Marys is $50,000,"
Sally Ann Major Rick Honcharsky told the Independent. "We are in need of volunteers (who need
to be double-vaccinated) at our locations in St.
Marys."
Those wishing to volunteer at the kettles should
contact Jennifer Morris at 519-703-5892.
Very generous community
Honcharsky describes the generosity of St. Marys
people as "unprecedented" to anything he's seen
in his long Salvation Army career, he told the media at last Friday's kick-off.

"It's kind of discouraging, but what's very positive is that food donations keep increasing as well.
For instance, schools in this community have done
food drives. I've picked up all the food, and I realize I need a bigger truck," he said with a laugh.
"To see the young people take an active interest in
their community is very positive."
More important than ever
St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee was on hand to help
launch last Friday's Christmas Kettle Campaign.
"I think the Kettle Campaign is more important
than ever," Strathdee told the newspaper. "We've
seen it through the pandemic, a lot of people are
hurting in terms of housing costs, the cost of living
and increased food prices.

"People are very generous in this community, and
we really appreciate their support," the Major said.
"I've been with the Salvation Army in Ontario and
British Columbia, and flip-flopping back and forth.
I've never seen the strong community sense like I
have here in St. Marys.

"There's people in the community who are struggling, and small businesses are struggling, too, so
more than ever this campaign is very important.
Local people have been very generous and supportive of the Salvation Army in the past, and it's
incredibly important that we support them again
this year," he added.

"We see that with our foodbank donations. When
people come to us and say 'how can we help?',

On the kettles, it states, 'Change a life. Your donation will make a difference in someone's life.'

Our Holiday Gift Guide
Is Here!

Visit sunshinedrugs.com/jacksons

Thoughtful Words
Mugs, Candles
& Plaques
3 Piece Queen Comforter Set
99
99
8 21
7499
Assorted Arts
& Crafts!

Mayor Al Strathdee, left, and Major Rick Honcharsky
pose for a photo beside the kettle in McDonald's Independent Grocer. The Salvation Army kicked off its
annual Christmas Kettle Campaign last Friday, with
kettles at three locations in town. (Payton photo)

Weekly Holiday
Promo

Spend $75 on giftware, toys, fashion
or fragrance, and receive
a...

$20
Guardian
Gift Card
JACKSON’S

Douglas Teether
1699

Nov. 26thDec. 2nd

PHARMACY
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Lincs defeat Stars 5-2, improve road record to 7-3
Lincolns take four of a possible six points last week, move into tie for fifth

Chatham goalie Luka Dobrich deflects a hot shot over the net during a Lincolns'
powerplay last Friday night at the PRC. Looking for a rebound is Lincs' winger
Damian Pancino. Lincolns lost 5-1 to the Maroons, but won two road games last
week. Lincs host the Strathroy Rockets this Friday at 7:30 p.m. (Payton photo)
By Pat Payton
ST. THOMAS - St. Marys Lincolns continue to be a strong road team in the
GOJHL's Western Conference.
Lincs skated to a 5-2 victory over the
home-town Stars here Sunday night,
their seventh win in 10 road trips to
date this season. Now, they just have
to get the puzzle solved on home ice,
where they are 3-6 at the PRC.
"The big change we're trying to make
as a team is to make plays and move
the puck," coach Jeff Bradley said
following Sunday's win. "The strong
point of our team is our work ethic all
over the ice and our physicality.
"I've asked our guys to play well defensively, and for the most part, we
have. We've been very responsible
that way. There's nothing but time; we
still have 30-plus games left. There's a
ton of time to work on what we want to
achieve and to become a better team."
Lincolns' win improved their record to
10-9, moving five points ahead of St.
Thomas (7-11-0-1) and into a fifthplace tie with LaSalle Vipers (9-6-1-1).

The strong start was an obvious key to
the win, coach Bradley said.
"Having a quick start was a huge bonus
tonight. When you have a game plan
and you stick to that game plan, it pays
off. We're trying to find consistency in
our game, and that consistency is from
the first minute to the last minute.
"Our goal is to play a certain way for
60 minutes. For how well we played tonight, we know we can still get better
and the players know we can still get
better."
The St. Marys goal-scorers were newcomer Thomas Harbour (on his first
shift), Noah VandenBrink (his ninth)
and Eric Smith, who returned from
injury. Smith (his seventh) and Kieran Moore extended Lincs' lead to 5-0
before the midway mark of the second.
Mitchell's Tanner Dietz (shorthanded) and Mathieu Paris finally got St.
Thomas on the board before the end
of the period.
Stars out-shot the Lincs 13-5 in a
scoreless third, but couldn't close the
gap any further.

After weekend action, London Nationals (13-3-1-1) sit in first place with 28
points -- two more than the Leamington Flyers (13-5-0-0). Chatham Maroons (11-5-1-2) moved into a thirdplace tie with Komoka Kings (12-7-10) Sunday after defeating the visiting
Nats 3-2 in overtime.

Smith and veteran Ethan Lamoureux
finished the night with two points
apiece for the visitors.

Lincolns 5 - Stars 2

Maroons 5 - Lincolns 1

At the Joe Thornton Community Centre Sunday night, Lincolns scored
three times before the first period was
a little over five minutes old--knocking Stars' starting goalie Tyler Roberts
out of the game.

Overall, St. Thomas out-shot St. Marys
30-26. Bryce Walcarius (7-4) made 28
saves for the win.
It was the first meeting between the
two teams this season.
At the PRC Friday night, Lincolns suffered their sixth defeat on home ice -a 5-1 decision to the surging Maroons.
Lincs went into the game three points
behind Chatham, and were looking to

Hard-working Lincolns' centre Joe Mazur (91) checks the puck off a Chatham
forward's stick during a Maroons' powerplay last Friday night's game at the PRC.
Lincs (10-9) won two of three games last week and have moved into a tie for fifth
place with LaSalle Vipers in the Western Conference standings. (Payton photo)
carry their momentum from a big win
in Leamington the previous night into
Friday's game. However, it didn't happen.
Lincolns seemed to be a step behind
the quick-skating Maroons all night.
The visitors took a 2-0 advantage into
the third period, and then extended
their lead to 5-0 before Lincs' defenceman Eric Lalonde spoiled Chatham
goalie Luka Dobrich's bid for a shutout
with 33 seconds remaining to play.
Dylan Glinski, with two, David Brown,
Owen Sculthorp and Warren Clark
(powerplay) scored for the Maroons.
Overall, Chatham out-shot St. Marys
51-24. Walcarius replaced injured
starter Ryan Wheeler late in the second period.
"I don't want to make excuses, but we
simply didn't look ready to go . . . we
didn't look engaged," coach Bradley
admitted. "We got home from Leamington early in the morning and you
have to play a game less than 24 hours
later. You could tell when we got on
the ice that we weren't ready to match
what Chatham was bringing to us.
"It was by far our worst game in the
last four since I've been here. Backto-back games, it's hard to match the
effort of the previous night."
Maroons now lead the season series
2-1.
Lincolns 2 - Flyers 1
At Leamington Thursday night, newcomer Ryan Cooper's first goal as a
Lincoln lifted St. Marys to a well-deserved 2-1 victory over the Flyers.
It was Lincs' first win against Leamington this season, after losing twice
on home ice to the Flyers (13-5) earli-

er in the schedule.
"It's not an easy place to win, but we
didn't give them much at all," coach
Bradley reported. "The chances we did
give up, we were lucky to have Bryce
back there to stop them.
"We committed to playing sound defensively, and everybody bought in.
We were patient and capitalized on the
chances we did get."
Leamington's Jack Cotter scores the
only goal of the first period. Lincolns
ran into a little penalty trouble in the
opening 20 minutes and mustered
only three shots on net.
Ethan Lamoureux (his seventh) tied
it midway through the second period,
leaving the teams deadlocked 1-1 going into the final 20 minutes. Cooper's
winner came with 4:40 remaining, just
15 seconds after Flyers had hit a goal
post at the other end. Eric Lalonde
earned his second assist of the night
on Cooper's goal.
Walcarius, making his third straight
start for the Lincs, earned the win with
a great 31-save performance. St. Marys
out-shot Leamington 33-32, including
30-23 over the final 40 minutes.
Lincolns' strong defensive effort featured great penalty-killing by veteran
forwards Kobe Ferreira, Joe Mazur and
Cole Schnittker. Flyers went 0-for-5
with the man advantage.
Upcoming: Lincs have another threegame week ahead to complete their
November schedule. They travel to
LaSalle to meet the Vipers on Wednesday, host Strathroy Rockets on Friday
at 7:30 p.m., and then play the Stars
again in St. Thomas on Sunday evening.
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New coach sees 'positives' to build on with Lincolns
By Pat Payton
Taking four out of a possible six
points this past weekend, new head
coach Jeff Bradley believes St. Marys
Lincolns are heading in a positive direction.
Lincs (10-9) won twice on the road,
including a 5-2 victory Sunday in St.
Thomas, and have moved into a fifthplace tie with LaSalle Vipers (9-6-11) in the Western Conference standings. Bradley sees lots of things to
build on going forward.
"We've had four games since I've
been here, and we've practiced less
than we've played," the coach said
following a 5-1 home-ice loss to
Chatham Maroons last Friday night.
"We're still adjusting. It seems we
take a couple of steps forward and
then step back, but there's still some
good things happening."
Bradley says "a ton of information"
has been thrown at the players in
the past couple of weeks, and it's all
being processed. Priority No. 1 right
now is turnovers and reducing opponents' scoring chances. The Lincs
must get better at managing the puck.
"These players are smart, and they're
learning how to defend," the coach
says. "We need to learn how to move
the puck properly and put it in good
spots for the guys to get to. It just
seems that we're turning the puck
over a ton right now.
"But that's something that will improve with reps and confidence

and practice. We have a good group
of guys. They do everything for the
team, but we have to start playing as
a team with the puck. Without the
puck, we play great. But with the
puck, we have to protect the puck a
little bit more. We're giving up far too
many scoring opportunities."
One of the concepts Bradley wants to
instill in the players is to be defensively responsible in the offensive
zone.
"I know we have a good team here
in St. Marys, and there's a lot of positives to build on. We just have to
work on some things, and add a little
bit of structure, and it will pay off later on down the road.
"It's a hungry group and they want to
learn. The players are proud to play
for this team, and they want to do everything they can to make this team
successful."
The coach says he "leans heavily"
on veteran forwards such as Joe Mazur, Kobe Ferreira and Cole Schnittker when it comes to killing penalties and he "appreciates their hard
work." Lincolns have one of the best
penalty-killing percentages (86) in
the conference.
--Lincs have struggled with consistency at home, posting a 3-6 wonloss record to date.
"It's unfortunate that we're not winning at home," captain Max Mulder
said following last Friday's loss to
Chatham. "We just have to bear down

and figure out what we need to do,
and come prepared to play.
"I think it all starts in our defensive
zone. It seems we're having trouble
getting out of our end. I think when
we get that figured out, we'll be good
to go."
--One of the hottest teams in the
Western loop is the Chatham Maroons (11-5-1-2), who have gained
points in their last six games -- including four wins -- and have moved
into a tie for third place.
"It's just been about finding that consistency," Maroons' coach/GM Tyler
Roeszler said last Friday night in St.
Marys. "There's a lot of new faces
on a lot of rosters in this league, and
you're going to find inconsistency.
"But we like our group. We have a
good mix of veteran players and
young hungry players who have
come in and are pushing for spots.
Our problem has been, we play well
against the top half of our league,
and then we take the foot off the gas
a little bit against the other teams."
Roeszler says Chatham recruits players who can skate, and his line-up
has good speed.
"We want the puck and we want to
possess the puck. We recruit players who play our system, and it's the
same way that Chatham teams have
played in the past. From our defencemen right through to our forwards,
we want guys who can skate, make
plays and are highly competitive.

"We want all five guys on the ice involved, playing a swarming style. If
you have guys who can skate, you can
play an aggressive, up-tempo style."
--London coach Colin Martin was recently asked the reasons for the Nationals' strong start this season.
"I think the guys have just come together and are playing hockey the
right way," the former Lincoln (200709) said during a recent stop in St.
Marys. "We have a lot of good kids
in our room and they've bought into
our systems. We've got guys who
want to get better every day, and I
feel our team collectively has been
doing that.
"I'm a coach who likes to coach by
committee. We have some good assistant coaches and really good players. When we work as hard as we do,
good things are going to happen."
After weekend action, Nats (13-31-1) remain in first place with 28
points.
--St. Marys native Kaleb Pearson
suffered a broken wrist in an Atlantic university hockey game last Friday night against Saint Mary's, and
is expected to be sidelined for six to
eight weeks.
Pearson, 21, is a freshman with UPEI,
and had 14 points (5-9) in his first 14
league games with the Panthers.
--This Saturday, Nov. 27, the Lincolns' players will be involved in the
Santa Claus parade in St. Marys.

Lincolns' GM Smale makes two-for-one deal with Nats
Lincs send veteran defenceman Munro to London for forward Harbour and blueliner Cornfield
Munro, and he's going to help them
run their powerplay. It's a great opportunity for him.

By Pat Payton
St. Marys Lincolns are hoping a twofor-one deal with London Nationals
this past Saturday will help provide
a little much-needed offensive spark.

"From our standpoint, I feel we're a
deeper hockey team today with Harbour and Cornfield. It's a good deal
for us," the GM added.

Going to the Nats is 20-year-old defenceman Thomas Munro. Coming to
the Lincs are 20-year-old centre-right
wing Thomas Harbour and 18-yearold defenceman Josh Cornfield.

Both players were in the Lincolns'
line-up Sunday night in St. Thomas.
Harbour had one of the goals in a 5-2
St. Marys win.

In 18 games before the trade, Lincolns were averaging just three goals
a night.
"I think Harbour comes in and helps
our scoring issues," Lincs' Director of
Hockey Operations/GM Greg Smale
told the Independent. "He's a good
two-way centreman as well. He reminds me a lot of (former St. Marys
centre) Jacob Bloomfield to be honest.
He's going to help us down the middle as guys like Joe Mazur and Kyle
Morey have been logging a lot of minutes.

13 points for Harbour

Thomas Harbour
"Josh Cornfield is a great young defenceman. He's going to Western, so
he's going to be here for years to come
and help us on the back-end. If you
want to get something good in this
league, you have to give up something
good. London really wanted Thomas

Harbour was tied for sixth in team
scoring with the first-place Nationals.
The Oakville native had six goals and
13 points. He played in the OJHL two
years ago with Brampton. Cornfield, a
strong-skating blue-liner from Kitchener, had one goal and six points in 14
games with London.
Munro, meanwhile, was the top
point-getter among Lincs' defencemen and fourth overall in team scoring with four goals and 14 points. A

Western student, Munro hails from
Caledon (north of Toronto). Two years
ago, he played for two teams (Cobourg
and Collingwood) in the OJHL.
Smale has now acquired three members of the Nationals in the past two
weeks. On Nov. 13, the GM obtained
forward Ryan Cooper in a straight
cash deal.
Smale thinks the 17-year-old Ilderton resident will add a little offensive
punch to the Lincolns' attack as well.
"Ryan is a great skater, with great
hands and vision," Smale said at
practice last week. "I feel he'll help us
score, and we're excited to add him to
our line-up."
Cooper fired the game winner in
Leamington last Thursday night,
snapping a 1-1 tie late in the third
period.
Two years ago, he played for the U16
Huron-Perth 'AAA' Lakers and collected 29 points (10-19) in 32 games.
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DCVI boys volleyball squads earn berth in 'A' finals
Seniors sweep Central Huron; Juniors defeat Blue Devils 3-1 in Mitchell

With Senior Salukis' coach Steve Chateauvert looking on, Alton Douglas sets up a spike for a teammate
during their Huron-Perth semi-final volleyball match
against Central Huron last Tuesday. (Payton photo)

DCVI's Thomas Kooy, left, and R.J. Martin attempt to
make a block at the net during the Huron-Perth 'A'
semi-final playoffs last Tuesday against the Central
Huron Phoenix. Salukis won 3-0. (Payton photo)

Jake Littlejohn (4), left, and Senior Salukis teammate Jack Thorup discuss strategy during their Huron-Perth 'A' semi-final volleyball match against
Central Huron last Tuesday. (Payton photo)

By Pat Payton

Chateauvert called a time-out. "The boys know
what to do; they just have to execute," he said. The
visitors also led 20-17 and 21-18, before St. Marys
pulled out the hard-fought, two-point victory.

the better team and if we played with confidence
that we would beat them handily.

The first-place DCVI Senior boys volleyball team
qualified for the 'A' conference final this week, with
a semi-final sweep of the Central Huron Phoenix
last Tuesday afternoon at the collegiate.
But the seventh-place Clinton team made the Salukis work for it. Steve Chateauvert's squad won the
best-of-five Huron-Perth match 3-0, with scores of
25-17, 27-25 and 25-15.
"I don't think we played as well as we could have,
and it's a little disappointing coming into the playoffs," coach Chateauvert said. "We had a really good
match against Goderich (a three-game sweep) in
our final regular-season game (Nov. 2). It was the
best we played all year, and I was hoping we would
replicate it today . . . but it is what it is.

The third set was also close early (8-5 and 10-7 for
DCVI) until the midway point in the match. That's
when the Salukis went on a 10-3 run and pulled
away for a relatively easy win.
In the sweep, Thorup and Loghan Hodkinson provided strong serving, and Thorup, Alton Douglas,
Arthur Douglas and R.J. Martin contributed several
big hits.
The H-P 'A' final was Tuesday of this week at DCVI.
Salukis hosted the Goderich Vikings, who swept
Mitchell Blue Devils 3-0 in the other semi-final last
week.

"I have a great group of kids and they put the work
in at practice. It was just a matter of executing."

There is no WOSSAA tournament this year.

Strong serving by Thorup

At Mitchell last Tuesday, the DCVI Junior boys volleyball team rebounded to win their 'A' semi-final
match against the Blue Devils, 3-1.

The Senior Salukis rode the serving of fifth-year
setter Jack Thorup to their opening win last Tuesday. With the score tied 11-11, Thorup served 10
straight winning points to put St. Marys in control.

Juniors also reach final

"Jack is always steady," Chateauvert said. "He's obviously very skilled and holds the team together.
He's a pretty important part of our team."

After losing a six-point lead and the opener 27-25,
Ian Moore's Salukis won 25-12, 25-17 and 25-13 to
earn a spot in this week's final against the Vikings
in Goderich. Second-place Mitchell had gone 3-0 in
the regular-season standings.

The second set was much closer, with Central Huron twice holding late three-point leads. Salukis
jumped out to a 10-4 advantage, but the Phoenix
battled back and went in front 15-13. At that point,

"We started out strong in the first set, and got up six
points, but then we got lackadaisical and a bit overconfident," coach Moore reported. "Between the
first and second sets, I told our kids that we were

"The basics for volleyball are serving and passing.
If you do those two things well, everything else just
falls into place. We served exceptionally well, and
had great passing as well."
Moore also tipped his hat to starting setter Nate
Schiedel.
"Nate did a great job of setting up some nice sets
for his teammates." he noted. "And defensively, we
did not want the ball to hit the floor. The other team
got frustrated and started making mistakes and we
didn't."
The Junior boys 'A' final was on Tuesday of this
week.

Calling all Pet Owners

Submit a photo of your pet dressed in
their Christmas attire to be featured as
our Pet of the Week
in the 4 weeks of December
With the photo we need:
Name, Age, Breed, Owner’s name
Any other info you wish to add - habits/
traits of your pet

Email info/photo to info@stmarysindependent.com
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Junior girls defeat Warriors by a single point, again
Seniors win 32-30 in Mitchell to also earn a berth in conference final this week

Candela Vila Cilleros, of the Junior Salukis, drives towards the St. Mikes basket late in the fourth quarter last Wednesday at DCVI. Via Cilleros scored what
proved to be the winning basket in a narrow 27-26 semi-final basketball victory
over the Warriors. (Payton photo)
By Pat Payton
Two weeks ago, the DCVI Junior girls
travelled to Stratford St. Michael and
came home with a thrilling 27-26 Huron-Perth League basketball victory
over the Warriors.
The two evenly-matched teams met
again last Wednesday at the collegiate
in the H-P semi-finals, with a berth in
the conference final on the line.
The final result was again a 27-26 win
for Tim O'Connor's Salukis in a game
that honestly could have gone either
way. It was too close to call, right down
to the final seconds. To Salukis' credit,
with the game up for grabs, they made
a couple of clutch shots late to claim
their fourth straight victory.
"That was a battle against a very good
team; I'm proud of you," coach O'Connor said while addressing his team.
"It was another good game for our
girls," he later told the newspaper.
"We knew St. Mikes would play hard,
and we knew they would be especially strong defensively. For us, I was
very happy with our defensive play.
St. Mikes has a really good guard
(Mia Morris) and we made her work
for her points."
During the game, O'Connor admit-

Charlee Pickering, left, Niko Taylor and Rebecca Sleeper (2) team up to stop Warriors' guard Mia Morris during last Wednesday's Junior girls semi-final playoff
game at DCVI. Salukis won another thriller, 27-26, to advance to this week's H-P
final. (Payton photo)

ted being frustrated with his team's
unforced turnovers. "We were a little
careless with the ball today; we've got
some stuff to work on," he said with
a smile.

tage. After Warriors again made it a
two-point game (25-23), Vila Cilleros
nailed what proved to be the winning
basket with just 35 seconds remaining.

Salukis grab lead in second quarter

Olivia Van Straaten netted a
three-pointer for St. Mikes with 1.6
seconds left on the clock, but it was
too little, too late.

Warriors scored the game's first four
points and led 6-2 after the first quarter. Early in the second quarter, Salukis scored the first eight points to go
in front 10-6. Sydney Grant provided
a spark for St. Marys with two baskets
and four points, and the home team
never trailed again.
DCVI led 14-10 at the half-time break.
Salukis extended their lead to 20-10
in the third quarter. St. Mikes finally
scored its lone basket of the period
with just six seconds remaining, and
the visitors trailed by eight going into
the final eight minutes.
Warriors pushed to get back in the
game early in the fourth quarter, and
quickly closed the gap to 21-17. After
a huge basket by smooth-shooting
Candela Vila Cilleros, St. Mikes scored
the next four points and trailed just
23-21.
Guard Niko Taylor responded with
a key bucket with 1:45 remaining to
restore a four-point St. Marys advan-

"That was a big bucket from Candela;
that was huge," O'Connor said. "She
was solid and Niko played excellent
defensively, but we got good minutes
from everybody. They're supportive
of each other, and they're a fun group
of kids to work with.
"They make it interesting, we've won
three games by a total of four points."
Vila Cilleros, a Spanish International student, led Salukis with 12 points.
Eden Sinnett added five points and
good hustle and defence. Other defensive standouts for St. Marys included
Abbey Martin, Charlee Pickering and
Rebecca Stevens.
Morris topped the Warriors' scorers
with 10 points. Katie Antonio contributed six points and Van Straaten five
more.
Last Wednesday's win gives the Jr. Salukis a berth in the conference final

against Goderich Vikings. That final
game goes this Wednesday, Nov. 24 at
the DCVI gym at 3 p.m. The fourthplace Vikings (1-3) pulled an upset
in the other semi-final, defeating
first-place (4-0) Stratford Secondary
Schools 29-27 in Stratford.
Senior girls hold off Devils
At Mitchell last Wednesday, the DCVI
Senior girls also earned a berth in
this week's 'A' final with a 32-30 victory over the Blue Devils.
"It was a good team effort," coach
Monica Ryan reported. "We were
up 20-4 in the first half and then let
Mitchell back in the game. Strong
defence, especially by Garazi Irazabal-Urrutia on Mitchel's top scorer,
kept us in the game. Good team work
overall secured this win for us."
Japanese International student Honoka Terai paced the Salukis' offence
with 11 points. Ellen Thorup added
nine points and Anna Ropp six. Maya
Belfour scored 20 of the Devils' 30
points.
The 'A' final goes Wednesday in Clinton against Central Huron. In the other semi-final last week, the Phoenix
defeated Goderich 29-22.

14

Thursday, November 25, 2021

St. Marys Independent

SPORTS —
Great weekend for U13 boys at Mitchell tournament
Firefighters finish strong second in 12-team division at 65th annual Meteors' event
By Pat Payton

The Rock also hit three goal posts,
while two of the Ilderton goals came
on powerplays.

MITCHELL - It was a "great weekend" for the St. Marys U13 'BB' boys
team at the 65th annual Mitchell Meteors (Peewee-age) minor hockey
tournament, held on the Nov. 12-14
weekend.

Trailing 3-1 with 65 seconds left in
the third, Firefighters went on a powerplay and also pulled their goalie for
a 6-on-4 advantage. St. Marys scored
with 48 seconds remaining to close
the gap to a single goal.

Sponsored by the Firefighters, the
Bob Davis-coached team won its first
four games and went into the championship game undefeated. However,
in the final, the Rock lost a very close
3-2 decision to Shamrock rival Ilderton Jets.

"For the rest of the game, Ilderton
never got out of their end and we had
three great chances," the head coach
said. "We just couldn't get it done."
"We were very proud of how the boys
played in Mitchell," assistant coach
Mike Davis added. "They did everything that we asked of them, and they
left everything on the ice."

Overall, Davis was very pleased with
his team's performance.
"It was probably the best hockey
we've played all year," the veteran
coach said. "It was a real team effort.
We play better when we play together.
"They're a great bunch of kids, and
they're buying into everything that
we're teaching them. We've been
working a lot on offence, and we're
learning how to attack the zone and
spread the defence out."
It obviously paid off in the Meteors'
tournament as the Firefighters outscored their opponents 26-11 in their
five games.
Twelve teams in division
There were 12 teams in St. Marys' division (BB-B-CC). There were a total
of four divisions altogether. In total,
38 teams competed in the long-running tourney, which dates back to
1956.
On the Friday morning, the Firefighters opened against Porcupine Jr. Gold
Kings from the Timmins area and
skated to a 4-1 victory. That afternoon, Davis and company made it 2-0

Tourney notebook:
--From all reports, the Mitchell tournament was a very well-run event.

Defenceman Zach Larmer, of the U13 'BB' boys hockey team, makes a pass to a
teammate during a recent Shamrock League game at the PRC. Larmer, the team
captain, and the U13 squad finished a strong second in their 12-team division at
the recent Mitchell tournament. (Payton photo)
with a 7-3 win over the Listowel Cyclones. The Rock trailed 3-1 after two
periods, but scored six unanswered in
the third. "We got goals from everybody," Davis noted.
On the Saturday, the Firefighters had
just one game, but had their offence
in high gear as they easily handled
the Erin-Hillsburgh Devils 8-1. With
a goals for-and-against record of
19-5 to that point, St. Marys was the
top seed going into Sunday's playoff
round.
In the semi-finals in the morning, the
Rock defeated Listowel for a second

time, 5-3, to earn their spot in the division final.
Close final game
In the championship game in the afternoon, Firefighters faced Ilderton -a team coached by former Jr. 'B' star
Carson Brookshaw and a Jets team
that had recently defeated St. Marys
5-0 in Shamrock League play.
"Five-on-five, we had the edge," Davis reported. "We controlled a lot of
the play, and missed more chances
than they did. I think we out-chanced
them."

--Two forwards who scored big goals
in the tourney were Hayden Wright
and Donovan McGregor.
--In addition to Bob Davis and his
son Mike, the remainder of the Firefighters' staff consists of assistant
coach Rick O'Donnell, trainer Brett
O'Drowsky and manager Brandon
Boyd.
"For all the years I've coached minor
hockey, I've always enjoyed it," Bob
Davis said. "But I've had more fun this
year than I've had for a long time."
--Coach Davis is hoping the Firefighters' strong showing in Mitchell
will carry over to their Regional Silver Stick tournament in Watford, Dec.
9-12.
--Next SHL home game for the U13s
is Wednesday, Nov. 24 against Belmont, starting at 7:10 p.m.

U15 Frayne A-E team wins Regional Silver Stick
U18 Legion A-E team finalists at Silver Stick tourney in Exeter on weekend

By Pat Payton
COLLINGWOOD - The U15 Additional-Entry boys team, sponsored by
Frayne Custom Cabinets, has earned
a spot in the International Silver
Stick tournament in the Niagara area
early in the New Year.
At the 2021 Regional Silver Stick
tourney here this past weekend,
Gord Cookson's squad defeated rival
Dorchester Dragons 2-1 in Sunday
afternoon's final at the Eddie Bush
Memorial Arena. Sam Johnson and
Jonah Lariviere scored the St. Marys
goals, and Reid Taylor was the winning netminder.
In their five games in Collingwood,

the Rock allowed only four goals
against.
The U15 AE crew finished first in
their five-team division (with seven
points) and earned a bye to Sunday's
final. In the round-robin portion of
the tourney, St. Marys and Dorchester tied 2-2 after the Rock had taken
a 2-0 lead.
Dorchester advanced to the championship game by defeating Centre-Wellington Fusion 4-0 in the
semi-finals Saturday night after
the two teams had tied their earlier
round-robin game.
In their four round-robin games, the
U15 Rock defeated Centre-Welling-

ton 4-0, tied Dorchester, blanked Listowel Cyclones 5-0 and defeated
Collingwood Jr. Blues 4-1. It left St.
Marys with a goals for-and-against
record of 15-3.
In the U13 AE division at Collingwood, the Rock lost two of their three
games and didn't advance to the playoff round in the six-team division.
The Rock is sponsored by St. Marys
Building Centre.
Legion U18 team finalists in Exeter
At a Regional Silver Stick tournament in the Exeter area this past
week, Adam Zurbrigg's U18 A-E Rock
team reached the championship final
in the eight-team division.

Sponsored by the Royal Canadian
Legion, Branch 236, the U18 Rock
tied Wallaceburg Lakers 1-1 in their
opening game last Friday. On Saturday, after a 6-1 loss to the host South
Huron Sabres, St. Marys edged the
BCH Ice Dogs 4-3 at Stephen Township Arena to even their record at
1-1-1.
In the semi-finals Sunday morning,
Zurbrigg's charges defeated Strathroy Rockets 3-1 to punch their ticket to Sunday afternoon's final. South
Huron edged Petrolia Oilers 5-4 in
the other semi.
In the championship game, Sabres
edged the Rock 4-3.
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SPORTS —
New backstop erected at Hall of Fame's Cement Field

New cement footings were recently poured for the new 30 ft. high backstop at the Baseball Hall of Fame's Cement Field. Large posts were then installed by Fortress Fencing, a Blyth company. (Payton photos)
By Pat Payton
A beautiful new backstop was recently erected at the Baseball Hall of
Fame's Cement Field.
It was part of the multi-project site
improvements that have gone on

throughout 2021 with support from
the Jays Care Foundation, the Town
of St. Marys, Trillium Mutual Insurance Company and St. Marys minor
ball.
After dismantling the old backstop,
Fortress Fencing, a company based in

Employees from Fortress Fencing recently installed
the mesh on the new backstop at Cement Field.

Blyth, installed the sturdy 30 ft. high
backstop, with some assistance from
the Town of St. Marys and Savile
Construction. The Town of St. Marys
crew removed the enormous old cement footings. New cement footings
were poured on Oct. 18, then the

large posts were installed and finally
the mesh.
Work on the project officially started Oct. 5 and was completed Nov. 10.
There were a few delays, due to all
the wet weather this fall.

Salukis compete in provincial cross-country championships
KINGSTON - The Athletics Ontario
provincial cross-country championships were held here on Sunday, Nov.
14. Several Salukis made the long
drive to test themselves against the
foremost runners in Ontario.
Starting with the U14 boys, Kaleb

Dingman and Abe Bender tackled the freezing temperatures and
muddy course. Dingman ran a great
race, powering to a 14th-place finish against the best in the province.
Bender, running against boys a year
older, also ran well -- finishing with

St Marys Farmers’Market
FARM FRESH PRODUCE
LOCALLY RAISED MEATS
LOCALLY CRAFTED ITEMS
FRESH BAKED GOODS
At the Pyramid Centre

December 4

&

December 18, 2021

8am to noon

(Pyramid Centre Covid protocols:
Screening & masks but vaccination NOT required for
customers)

With thanks to our winter sponsor:

a 44th-place finish in a stacked field.
Three secondary Salukis also measured their skills at the provincials.
Charlotte Clinton and Bailey Ross
competed in the U16 girls division,
and Ezra Bender competed in the
U18 group.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.
519-284-4390





  

      
       

 

  

 

    



  

Clinton and Ross both ran well, battling the cold and windy conditions to
cross the finish line in 42nd and 70th
spots, respectively. Bender, meanwhile, posted a 76th-place finish,
against runners who were mostly a
year older than him.

For Hall Rentals call Hall
Manager Terry Heinbuch
519-273-0447
Sun. Nov. 14 - Mac Skanes, Cambridge

$50.00

Mon. Nov. 15 - Lesley Heinbuch, Stratford

$50.00

Tues. Nov. 16 - Scott Wreford, Stratford

$50.00

Wed. Nov. 17 - S. Scarrow, London

$50.00

Thur. Nov. 18 - Rick & Golda Wilson, St. Marys

$50.00

Fri. Nov. 19 - Marloes Aitcheson, Stratford

$50.00

Sat. Nov. 20 - Rose Kraal, Mitchell

$200.00

FRASER ASPHALT
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

16

Thursday, November 25, 2021

St. Marys Independent

Thank You for your generosity, St. Marys!
Together, we’ve been able to donate over
$5,000 worth of toys through the
Toy Drive to help every kid in the
community have a present this
holiday season.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25 TO SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021





Auto Service Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 8am-Noon | Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/CT
St. Marys Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-8pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 9am-5pm | PH: (519) 284-1690
84 Wellington Street South, St. Marys, ON N4X 1C3
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Locally owned businesses create communities that are
more prosperous, connected, and generally better-off
across a wide range of metrics.
When we buy from independent, locally owned
businesses, for every $1 spent locally - $0.70 will stay
within the local community.

Heather grew up in the industry alongside her grandmother who sold clothes for over 40 years. Her
mother owned the family business for the final 5 years under the name “Mrs. O’Grady’s Ladies Wear”,
in Cobalt, Ontario. So when the pandemic hit and their doors were closed, it’s no surprise that Heather
Parkinson was able to keep her valued customers engaged by posting continuous photos of their
favourite lines and pieces, even if customers had no place to go! Keeping the excitement of clothing
alive during a very interesting time in history was the goal.
With a background in marketing, Heather knew she eventually wanted her career to include owning her
own business, it is what she knows through osmosis.
“I grew up in a small town and have lived in St. Marys for 27 years. When Ivy was retiring, I did not
want to see the store close.”
To Heather, a ladies clothing store is more than just what is seen at the surface, “I recognize the
importance of a ladies clothing store to a small town and the role that it plays. We attract many women
that in turn stay for lunch and continue to shop locally.” A women’s clothing store evokes a sense of
community within a community. Heather is a long-time supporter, not only of a long list of charitable
organizations but of shopping locally. Referring her clients to other local businesses further highlights
the sense of community that holds such importance to her.
When we asked Heather what her favourite part of the business is, she shared: “I love making women
feel good about themselves. Having a woman come in that has struggled to find an appropriate outfit
and we send her away feeling fantastic.”

Book your tee time at St. Marys Golf & Country Club
for your shot at our Indoor Simulated Golf Game.
Book your game time at www.stmarysgolf.com to
make your Game Card purchase. A great way to
keep your game sharp all season.

One of our favourite Canadian brands
is Parkhurst. The last Canadian knitting
mill, these 100% cotton sweaters are
washer/dryer friendly, knit with
pre-shrunk yarns.
An ever changing selection 12 months
of the year. So perfect for the sweater
enthusiast!

St. Marys Golf & Country Club has been a landmark in the community for 90 years. It has always been
the place where people meet, play, and socialize.
Matt & Ashton Staffen have transformed the St. Marys Golf & Country club into a welcoming family-run
business. Wherever you turn you will see a member of the family, soon-to-be brother-in-law Brandon
as the Director of Golf, and cousin Mark as the manager of operations. You’ll often see members of the
family supporting the business stopping by for brunch, dinner, or even to golf!
Matt Staffen has entrepreneurship in his DNA. Now as a third-generation family business holding
company, owning and managing many businesses in Southern Ontario, Matt’s focus is on St. Marys
Golf & Country Club.
With incredible tenacity, this team quickly pivoted in the midst of a pandemic to develop ‘Social ThirtyOne’, a restaurant (of all things). “It allowed us to keep our key staff employed while resulting in a whole
new line of business for us.
Drop-in and see why Social Thirty – One is so special. Experience handcrafted burgers, globally-inspired
handheld sandwiches, heart-healthy salads, unique appetizers, and full dinner plates, that are sure to
satisfy your fresh food cravings.
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COMMUNITY —
Community Giving Returns Tuesday
The event flag has been raised, the
Town proclamation has been shared,
and Giving Tuesday is again vibrantly active in St. Marys with close to 70
local partners ready to help bolster
community needs on November 30th.
Local businesses, schools, churches
and service clubs are all thoughtfully
taking part in this year’s philanthropic civic movement with unique personally-chosen community support
initiatives.

deeply involved digging, cleaning,
sorting, and donating hundreds of
rocks that are being colourfully decorated by Holy Name of Mary Catholic
School and Little Falls Public School
students. On Giving Tuesday, Mayor
Strathdee and Town Councillors will
accept voluntary donations for these
one-of-a-kind gems at Town Hall.
Proceeds will go to the Humane Society and St. Marys Salvation Army
Food Bank.

were donated by Stonetown Supply
Company. In addition, DCVI is conducting a non-perishable food drive.
Donations can be dropped off at the
high school.

Community giving will be visible everywhere in Town on Tuesday. St.
Marys Cement Company has been

DCVI students are also creatively
contributing by decorating placemats
for local participating eateries that

Guardian Drugs, Hubbard Pharmacy
and Foodland are accepting feminine

The combined artistic talents of Kingsway Lodge and Wildwood Care Centre residents will be beautifully showcased in a downtown mural display
on upper Queen Street that was generously donated by Partners in Employment – Perth & Huron Counties.

hygiene product donations that will
be added to Stratford Police Services
annual community Christmas Cruiser
program.
For the complete list of St. Marys Giving Tuesday partners, see the corresponding full-page ad in today’s paper that was complimentarily provided by St. Marys Independent Newspaper or look for the red and white
Giving Tuesday participant decals in
windows around town that were graciously supplied by Thames Label
and Litho Limited.

HPPH preparing for vaccinations of children 5-11
Huron Perth Public Health (HPPH)
will open its COVID-19 vaccine appointment booking system for children aged five to 11 years old starting
the morning of November 23, 2021.
The decision follows Health Canada’s
approval of the paediatric Pfizer-BioNTech (Comirnaty) COVID-19 vaccine on November 19, 2021 for five to
11 year olds. Children turning five by
the end of 2021 (born in 2016) and
older are eligible to receive the vaccine.
“We are excited to begin welcoming

children to our vaccine clinics,” says
Dr. Lauren Hayward, Physician Consultant at HPPH. “Vaccination is our
most important and effective layer of
protection against COVID-19. Along
with other measures, vaccination can
help children to safely participate in
more activities and reduce the disruptions to school.”
Once the HPPH booking system
opens on November 23, appointments can be booked online at www.
hpph.ca/vaccinebooking, or by calling 1-833-753-2098. HPPH does not
use the provincial booking system.

Some primary care provider offices
and pharmacies are also offering the
vaccine to children.
Many of HPPH’s clinics will be
child-friendly starting November 30.
These clinics will provide a welcoming and engaging space for children
and their parents/caregivers. While
anyone eligible for vaccine can book
into any clinic, we encourage people
to book into the clinic most appropriate for them. We also recommend
parents/caregivers bring something
along to help their child relax during
their appointment, such as head-

phones and music, a toy, or a fidget.
HPPH has set up a webpage, www.
hpph.ca/vaccine-kids, with information for parents/caregivers about
the vaccine. Parents with questions
or concerns are encouraged to call
HPPH, or to speak with their primary
care provider or pharmacist.
For more information:
- Call 1-888-221-2133
- Visit www.hpph.ca
- Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
@HPPublicHealth

Letters to Jesus Letters to Santa Giving Tuesday
Hey Kids!

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO JESUS!

Hey Kids!

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS & DRAWINGS TO SANTA!

Letters will be published in our December 23, 2021 issue of

Letters will be published in our December 23, 2021 issue of

Deadline to submit your letters is

Deadline to submit your letters is

Please email your letter to info@stmarysindependent.com

Please email your letter to info@stmarysindependent.com

the St. Marys Independent.

Monday, December 15, 2021.

the St. Marys Independent.

Monday, December 15, 2021.

INITIATIVE

Harris-Greig Auto Hoodies
and Toques
YOUTH HOODIES - $35
ADULT - $40
TOQUES - $20

with all profits going to Atlohsa Family Healing
Services in London (atlohsa.com)

All prices include tax

Order deadline is November 30th so your items can
arrive in time for the holidays

To order please email: info@harrisgreigauto.com
or phone 519-284-1302.

St. Marys Independent

St. Marys Independent

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO
STAY UPDATED
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY | TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

If you would like to support this amazing organization, but
aren’t interested in clothing we have a donation jar in the shop.
The shop will match all donations and profits from the clothing
to this wonderful organization.

Thank-you for your support with our first
Giving Tuesday initiative

St. Marys Independent
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ST. MARYS GIVING
TUESDAY 2021 PARTNERS
On November 30th, those listed below will be giving
back to our local community in meaningful ways:
- AD Permanent Makeup and
Esthetics
- Baristas
- BeBeauty Counter - By Belinda
- BeautyCounter by Jackie
- Bitsy and Bean Handmade Stuff
- Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame
and Museum
- Community Living St.Marys and
Area
- Delmar Foods Food Factory
Outlet
- Family and Friends Helping
- Foodland
- Glassy Girl
- Holy Name of Mary Elementary
School
- Hubbard Pharmacy
- Hyggeligt Fabrics
- Independent Newspaper
- Jackson Pharmacy Guardian
Drugs
- Jane Fuller Photography
- Kerry V Photography
- Kingsway Lodge and Fairhill
Residence
- Kinnette Club of St.Marys
- Kitchen Smidgen Bakery

- Kristy and Allan Stewart
- Langford Lumber and Building
Supplies
- Lauren Whitney Lifestyles
- Little Falls Public School
- Lyric Flowers
- McLean Taylor Construction
Limited
- McPhails Pet and Animal Needs
- Meet me in St.Marys
- Mill Race Barber Co.
- Nail Effects
- O'Gradys Clothing and
Accessories
- Partners in Employment
- Pass it On Store
- Peak Select Reality
- Reflexology by Ruth
- Revive Holistic Health Centre
- Rotary Club of St.Marys
- Rotary Hospice Stratford Perth
- Royal Lepage Don Hamilton Real
Estate
- Sams Home Hardware
- Sensations Salon and Day Spa
- Skippy's Pizza
- Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters
- Social Thirty-One Restaurant

- St. Marys Imagination Library
- St. Marys Building Centre
- St. Marys Cement Plant
- St. Marys DCVI
- St. Marys Insurance Group Inc
- St. Marys Museum
- St. Marys Optometry
- St. Marys Pickle Ball
- St. Marys Veterinary Clinic
- St. James Anglican Church
- StoneHome Creatives
- Stonetown Coffee Co.
- Stonetown Supply Services Inc
- Stratford Police Service
- Sunrayz
- Sunset Diner
- Thames Label and Litho Limited
- The Chocolate Factory
- The Flower Shop and More
- The Front Porch Show
- The Town Of St.Marys
- Towne and Country Cheese
Shoppe
- Troyer's Spices
- Veterinary Purchasing
- Wildstone Bar and Grill
- Wildwood Care Centre
- Zenfire Pottery

Special Thanks: Giving Tuesday Committee Members and Volunteers
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COMMUNITY —
The Front Porch Show is live again

Pictured from their last live show, which happened to be the 2019 Christmas
show. (Photo by Lori Anne Franklin)
By John Stevens
Now that Covid restrictions have
been eased, the gang at the Front
Porch Show is springing into action
with two live programs in the next
few weeks.
First, it will be covering the Kinsmen
Santa Claus Parade. Liane Gregory-Sterritt, Peter Rice and Spencer
Seymour will be providing their expert commentary of the event.
Two years ago, the parade coverage
was a hit. Why? Those who aren’t able
to get out of their homes can watch

it on the Front Porch Show Facebook
group live or at any time afterwards.
Retirement home residents can watch
it individually or as a group. People
who grew up here, but now live elsewhere, can connect with this hometown event. Finally, people who are in
the parade can watch it at a later time
and date.
A new feature this year will be Don
Van Galen, Frank St. Germain and a
friend or two providing Christmas entertainment in front of the town hall
from when the show starts at 7 pm
until the parade arrives around 7:30.

Pictured are 2019 parade commentators, Peter Rice and Liane Gregory Sterritt
who will be there again this year. (Photo by Lori Anne Franklin)
So if there is any reason you can’t
physically be at the parade or view it
live, be assured that you can watch it
in the comfort of your home.
Next, on December 5 in Cadzow Park,
we will be performing the Front Porch
Christmas Show starting live at 6 pm.
The show will feature lots of musical
entertainment, including guests Chris
Brine, Tom Donati and friends, Paul
Droog, and Kim Blanchard-Stram and
Steve Stram.
Following a How the Grinch Stole
Christmas theme, there will be surprises along the way that will delight

children of all ages.
The Front Porch Christmas Show is
becoming a tradition to kick off the
holiday season. There are more details to follow due to potential changes in Covid protocols. However, circle
December 5 at 6 pm. We will be performing live with the option of being
there, the best idea, or watching it at
home on the Front Porch Show Facebook group.
Both the Kinsmen Santa Claus Parade
and the Front Porch Christmas Show
will be available on YouTube after the
broadcast.

www.samshomehardware.com

Preserve of the Month
10% off all McCully's Chutney

Shop McCully's for Local Products
McCully's is pleased to carry local Honey products and local cheese
from Gordon's Goat Cheese and Stonetown Artisan Cheese. We also
carry Feige's Dips and Dressings, Kintore Coffee, Cider Keg Sparking
Cider and gluten free products from Hilray Oats.

Christmas at McCully's

FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19
RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

Come Home for
Christmas and walk
into a savings
wonderland until
December 24.
63 Wellington St. N, St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6
Phone: (519) 284-4142 | Fax: (519) 284-3592

McCully's has fresh cut locally grown Balsam and Fraser Firs, ranging in
height from 6' – 10'. We are now taking orders for fresh, local Christmas
Turkey, 12 – 22 lbs. Need a beautiful hostess gift or something for the hard to
buy for person on your list? McCully's has ready made gift baskets full of
beautiful local products or you can select exactly what you want and we can
make up a basket just for you.

Local Ontario Apples
Fresh Ontario Apples are now available at the store, including
Ambrosia, Gala, Jonamac, Macintosh, Mutsu and more.

Store Hours
Open Daily: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m • Open Saturday: 9 .m. – 5 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON. N4X 1C5
www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564
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A successful Downtown Merchants Open House weekend

Twyla Nethercott and her Mother, Doris Pearson, were downtown on Saturday to take in the Downtown Merchants Open House and made some special purchases at The Chocolate Factory. (Photos by Nancy Bickell)

Mr. & Mrs. Claus took time out of their busy day to
pose for a photo on the steps of the Town Hall.
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Fighting to Keep Our Hospital
Hospital and to address the possible
withdrawal of these services. Board
members and medical staff gave a series of public information meetings in
town and in all the adjacent townships
where users of the hospital lived. All
these locations were filled to capacity. The largest, held at the community
centre, had 700 people in attendance.
The main speaker was Dr. Peter Johnston who described a typical night in
the emergency room, emphasizing its
importance in a small town. The task
force did not send representatives to
these public meetings, calling community action groups “not helpful.”

By Mary Smith
The St. Marys Healthcare Foundation has recently launched a two-year
hospital rebuild campaign. The goal is
to raise $3,000,000 from the community towards a $6,000,000 project to
upgrade many areas within St. Marys
Memorial Hospital to improve patient
care. These include mechanical patient lifts, wheelchair accessible washrooms, new staff sanitation stations
and much more. (Details are on the
Foundation’s website: stmaryshealthcare.foundation/two-year-hospital-rebuild-campaign/) This ambitious initiative would have been hard
to imagine in the autumn of 1996. Exactly 25 years ago, St. Marys seemed
to be dangerously close to losing the
hospital altogether. Many Independent readers will remember this situation very well. But for those who are
younger or who are new to the community, this column recalls a dramatic
period in our recent history.
In the final years of the 20th century,
the costs of Canada’s publicly funded
health care were rising at an alarming rate. In Ontario, various provincial governments, regardless of political affiliation, all sought ways to curb
these costs. But it wasn’t until Mike
Harris was premier of Ontario, from
1995 to 2002, elected on promises to
reduce the deficit, that serious cuts to
services were implemented. Harris’s
“Common Sense Revolution” targeted
education and all social services. The
Ministry of Health made it clear that
restructuring Ontario’s healthcare
system was an inevitable part of the
process. Almost immediately, several
large, old and inefficient city hospitals
were slated for closure. What could
small, rural hospitals expect?
In the summer of 1996, the Huron
Perth District Health Council created
a committee of volunteers representing the municipalities within the two
counties. Its official title was “Huron
Perth Hospitals and Related Health
Services Task Force.” With input from
a professional consulting company
and the authorization of the Ministry
of Health, this group’s mandate was
to study and review the eight hospitals in the two counties and report
its findings and recommendations
by January 31, 1997. At first, few St.
Marys residents realized how ominous the task force’s review might
be. Dr. Fred Jewson, hospital chief of
staff, issued the first alarm, published
in a Journal Argus front page story,
September 18, 1996. “I don’t think

at the end of the study there will be
eight hospitals supported by the Ministry of Health. There’s no longer any
guarantee there will always be a St.
Marys Memorial Hospital.”
People began to pay attention and
to realize just how important the
hospital was to the community. Joan
Grenda, a teacher at Central School,
had her Grade Two class draw pictures, explaining why the hospital
was needed. When they posed for
the photograph, reproduced for this
week’s column, they looked both serious and anxious as they held up
the banner with their pictures. They
wondered, for example, what would
happen to people who got hurt but
couldn’t reach their own doctor! They
were especially worried about old
people. “The children understand this
issue so well,” Mrs. Grenda said. “This
is very real stuff to them.” In response
to the warnings, letters to the editor
began to appear in the Journal Argus,
all supporting the hospital and its vital services.
But John O’Drowsky, a highly respected, retired history teacher from St.
Marys District Collegiate and a former hospital board member, felt that
an organized approach was needed
to address the threat. He presented
his suggestions to a meeting of the
hospital board and members voted to
endorse and support his recommendations. There was a public invitation
issued through the Journal Argus for
community members to help form
and implement a “Save Our Hospital”
action plan. A letter-writing campaign

began, directed to Premier Harris, the
Minister of Health, the MPPs for Perth
and Huron ridings, and the members
of the task force. Many of these letters
were also sent to the Journal Argus
for publication.
The newspaper itself stepped up,
proving the value of a local, smalltown publication. Editor Laura Payton interviewed the chair of the task
force, Janet Hook, and the chief executive officer of the District Health
Council, Fraser Bell, and published
the Q & A in the October 9 issue. Both
Hook and Bell were emphatic that
area residents would have the opportunity to express their opinions on the
restructuring process. There would be
focus groups, telephone surveys and
a questionnaire available to all to fill
out. Finally, on December 5, a public
forum would be held at the community centre for feedback on the restructuring options. But, further questioning revealed that all these methods
would be tightly controlled. Payton
suggested that St. Marys residents
would prefer an open, town-hall style
meeting allowing presentations from
the audience. The task force officials
dismissed this idea as non-productive. “Will that give us information
back that we can actually use? You’re
likely to get this emotional stuff and
how do you use that to a constructive
end?”
The community action group did not
agree. They believed that local and
area residents deserved to know as
much as possible about services currently offered at St. Marys Memorial

In the meantime, the task force members met to review the “useable” data
collected from their approved sources
and to consider several “potential service delivery models” for Huron Perth
communities. These meetings were
closed, although several press releases were issued containing very general information. On November 22, the
task force released its three options
for hospital restructuring. In all three
options, Stratford General, the largest
hospital in the largest municipality,
was the secondary referral hospital
for all key services in Perth County.
The hospital in Goderich would be
expanded to offer enhanced services
in Huron County. Seaforth and either
Listowel or Wingham, would retain
some acute and chronic patient beds.
None of the three options provided
any in-patient beds in Clinton, Exeter
or St. Marys. These hospitals would
be “Primary Care Centres,” essentially group practice clinics offering very
limited services to their communities.
The newspaper headline was blunt:”No Beds for St. Marys in Task Force
Scenarios.” Reaction ranged from
profound disappointment to outrage.
Hospital CEO Terry Fadelle said: “In
each of the three options, services are
enhanced in some communities at the
expense of others – St. Marys coming
out on the losing end in every case.”
But, John O’Drowsky maintained, “At
least the community now knows what
it’s up against.” He urged people not
to lose faith, to continue to be positive. Another opportunity for input
would be the open house on December 5 at the community centre, scheduled for the task force to receive input
on its three options. “The big thing
right now is to get people to attend.
We need big numbers! We’re down
but not out!”
(To be continued next week.)
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COMMUNITY —

Giving Tuesday
On Tuesday, November 30, 2021 the
Stratford Police Service will be joining the rest of the world as we come
together to share in the generosity of
this year’s Giving Tuesday!
Giving Tuesday is a world-wide
movement aimed to inspire generosity and the act of giving.
Whether it be a smile, an act of kindness to a neighour, donating some of
your time, or giving some of what we
have to those in need, we all have
something to give and every act of
generosity counts.
The Stratford Police Service will be
joining the Town of St Marys this
Giving Tuesday by participating in
a Stuff-a-Cruiser event at Foodland, located at 84 Wellington Street
South, in the Town of St Marys from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. We are aiming
to stuff our cruiser full of feminine
hygiene products, which will all be
donated to the St Marys Salvation
Army.

Feminine hygiene products are a
commonly forgotten product when
donating, especially at this time of
year when people are more focused
on food and toy donations. By participating in this event, our goal is to
collect enough tampons and pads to
alleviate this need until next Giving
Tuesday.
Help us meet our goal by attending
and participating in Giving Tuesday
this November 30th from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m., and Stuff-a-Cruiser with
feminine hygiene products to support the women in our community!
For further information regarding
this, or any other events, please contact:
Cst Darren Fischer, Community Resource & Media Relations Officer
Phone: 519-271-4147 ext. 186
Cell: 519-703-1305
Email: dfischer@stratfordpolice.com

JOIN OUR TEAM
ST. MARYS, ON

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT OUR ST.MARYS PLANT:
q Production Attendants
q Warehouse Attendants

We take care of our employees by offering:
Many opportunities for advancement
A fixed permanent, full time schedule
Competitive base salary with benefits
Comprehensive group insurance offered by Saputo

Check out our job offers at www.saputo.com
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COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Why we need to get travelling again
we are starting to follow the
example of the highly tribal
divisions in the United States,
where so many Americans
have lost the ability to understand others’ points of view.

By Paul Knowles
Whenever I hear the bickering that goes on between
politicians and their followers and especially when I see
those way-too-early Ontario pre-election commercials,
I am struck by the fact that I
and all of us need to be travelling again. No, not so we
can escape all the politicizing, although that would be a
bonus, but because over the
last couple of years, our world
has shrunk so badly and with
it, our own perspectives have
become way too narrow.
Let’s be honest – most of us
travel, first of all, for entertainment. And that’s okay. But
there is almost always an important side benefit to travel
– it truly, to borrow a cliché,
broadens the mind. It introduces us to realities that are
beyond our own day-to-day
reality.
And if ever we needed that
kind of broadened perspective, it is now. It feels, to me
at least, that even in Canada

Canadians have carried a reputation for being more tolerant than that, but I wonder
if we are losing some of that
empathy. And if we are, one
solution is to get back in touch
with the wider world.
Personally, considering all the
people I have met in my travels – including truth be told,
a heck of a lot of Americans
– I have found myself liking
and learning from almost all
of them. From the marvelous
Filipino service people on a
Rhine River cruise to the cook
at a Key West bed and breakfast; from two young women
who guided me on a walking
tour of the forest in Costa
Rica to the French-speaking
server in the Hotel Tadoussac in Québec, I have enjoyed
conversations, and learned so
much.
Such as the sacrifices the Filipino workers make to earn
money to send home to their
families; the terror inherent
in being an undocumented
worker in the US; the unique,
peaceful,
education-oriented culture of Costa Rica; and
the fun one can have when an
English writer tries to speak
French while a Francophone
server answers in almost-asbad English.

Every one of these encounters
and hundreds more over the
years have left me just that
much richer in spirit, and better-informed.
In writing this travel column,
I tend to focus on places I
think people will enjoy, where
they will feel comfortable and
entertained. But reflecting on
my theme this week – that
we are much better human
beings because of a variety
of experiences – I have to
say that a couple of my most
challenging destinations have
made the most difference in
my outlook.
First on that short list is Haiti,
a country of despair and disaster. Years ago, I had the opportunity of touring the Cité
Soleil, the desperate, enormous slum that is in the heart
of the Haitian capital, Port au
Prince. There, I saw people living on the edge of hell – large
families crammed into shacks
made of cast-off lumber and
even cardboard, where the
street out front served both
as latrine and kitchen. In one
such shack, the family slept in
shifts on one bed – each person kneeling on the floor with
only the upper part of their
body resting on the bed.
I have no pictures of the Cité
Soleil, because my guide, a
Salvation Army officer from
Sweden, said that the gang
members in the slum would
kill me for my camera.
I saw much more of the same

Guides Naomi and Maria, at the Reserva Conchal forest reserve
in Costa Rica. (Photo by Paul Knowles)
kind of distress in that country, images of a reality I never
knew, and which I can never
forget.
I have experienced similar
epiphanies in visiting a refugee settlement on the West
Bank; during a stop at a primitive fishing village that authorities were trying to re-locate (against the residents’
will) on Lantau Island, in
Hong Kong; and in an uncomfortable stroll through the red
light district of Amsterdam on
a Sunday morning, when the
real squalor of the situation
was on sordid display.
These are, without question,
rather extreme cases, but
there are many such opportunities to expand our own reality if we take off our blinkers
when we travel. Many tourist

destinations are islands of
prosperity in the midst of poverty, and we will be better citizens of the world if we have
encountered these truths.
And we will also appreciate all
the good things about Canada
when we come home which
might just lower the level of
tribal antagonism between
neighbours to share the enormous blessing of living in this
country.
So get out there, as soon as
you can. Travel where you
will. Enjoy yourselves – we
all need a break. But keep
your eyes and your heart wide
open.
Paul Knowles is an author
and travel writer. To contact
Paul about travel, his books, or
speaking engagements, email
pknowles@golden.net.

Royal Canadian Legion

Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St. Marys

Hot Dog lunch every Friday at noon
Meat Draw
Every Saturday at 5 PM. 5 tickets for
$5.00, good for all 20 meat prizes
50/50 draw
66 Church Street North, St. Marys
FREE WIFI
FREE INTERAC
A curiously named bed and breakfast in Key West (no relation to the author). (Photo courtesy Knowles House)
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HELP WANTED:
Looking for qualified snow
operators and salt truck drivers.
Full and part time positions
available.
Call 519-281-3737 for more
information.

Landscape

Design & Build
•

Excavation
•

Trucking
Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D

7 Meadowridge Court, St. Marys ON N4X 1A9

TO ARRANGE A CONSULTATION
CALL OR EMAIL US

519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

Saturday, December 11th, 2021
2:30 & 6:30pm Concerts
Register at www.communitybible.ca
Tickets:$10 ~ Payable at the Door
Community Bible Church
24294 Adelaide St. N.
(Corner of Hwy 7 & Adelaide St. N.)
Everyone is Welcome!
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COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: Fall reflections
past garden season.

By Nancy Abra
As the winter season fast approaches, finishing up fall
garden chores always seem to
be a battle between time and
weather. The fall can be as
busy as the spring. There is
weeding, digging up summer
tubers, planting spring bulbs,
watering newly planted trees
and shrubs, cleaning tools etc.
Sometimes the list is endless
just so we can have a jump on
Spring when it comes.
Often, we become too focused
on the tasks at hand, and forget to see and enjoy our garden as it evolves. Fall brings a
unique beauty to the garden
with colour, sounds and even
the earthy, musky aroma that
permeates the air. Also, Fall is
a good time to reflect on this

Many of us get pleasure from
our gardens, but we tend to
concentrate on the failures of
the past season rather than
the small successes. We have
to remember we have a partnership with Mother Nature,
and sometimes She has more
to do with our horticultural
shortcomings than we do. We
should not ignore our garden
disappointments but learn
from them.
For instance, I wasn’t very
happy with my dahlias this
summer after an amazing
success with them the year
before. My blooms this year
were late, inconsistent, and
small. When I was planting
the tubers in May, I was concerned about their size and
structure and now realize not
very vibrant either. So, more
research was needed on how
to store tubers better this fall
and I will split them when I
plant them next May.
I was also disappointed with
my peppers this year ~ actually, a disastrous outcome. I
planted 18 ‘Shepherd’ peppers and 18 jalapeno pep-

pers and only able to harvest
a few jalapenos. With all the
rain we received, the plants
struggled and didn’t grow. But
I have noted for next year to
plant them in a higher and
sunnier area in our garden.
As for a small success, we
were delighted with a small
picking of tomatoes this summer. Many gardeners boost
about their heavy tomato harvest. But we struggle growing
tomatoes as our property is
surrounded by large mature
black walnuts. Every year
we plant a couple of tomato plants in various pots and
sunny spots on our property
hoping they will survive and
produce. This year – success.
We transformed a small perennial garden into a tomato
garden, away from any walnut trees. Finally, we were
able to pick and enjoy tomatoes fresh from our garden. A
small success but it is a start.
Our gardens are wonderful
teachers, and we are its students. I have been gardening
for five decades and learn
something every year. It
teaches us patience and de-

ferred fulfilment as success
in growing something may
take a few years.
The garden aligns us with the
changes that take place day
by day, week by week as the
seasons evolve. It’s a place
that absorbs our mind and
energy to help us lay aside
our worries. It's a place where
we become engaged with na-

ture, both of flora and fauna.
We may be exhausted and
frustrated by our gardens but
as the cold wintery weather
approaches, it is good to reflect and remember what we
love about gardening - the
beauty, and those simple successes.
A garden blooms hope for tomorrow.

Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages
Family Law
Estate planning
and most areas of Law
STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822
WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca

visit our new website at
www.sherwinlaw.ca
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I'm back!
By Rev. Jason Richards
As my son yesterday pulled out his
own little bottle of sanitizer from his
‘purse’ (he’s four) and proceeded to
tell me I needed to sanitize, I was reminded of a video I saw that has really stuck with me. It was of a twoyear-old girl, walking up to anything
on the sidewalk and putting her hand
under it. It took me a moment to realize that she thought everything was
a sanitizer dispenser, and I recoiled
abit in horror as I wondered what effect covid is having on our youngest.
We, the ones who can read this paper,
can much more put into word and
voice how we are feeling, and that
is a step in working through what is
turning from a pandemic (emergen-

cy) to an endemic (covid, like the cold
or flu, may be with us for some time
to come…) Not a thought that evokes
rainbows and unicorns, but one that
scientists are having these days.
In amongst covid I made the stupid
decision to have cancer and overcome said cancer. I always considered my mind to be strong. I have
long been aware of my shortcomings, my ‘shadow self’ and been able
to navigate everything into a center
that can function well enough in life.
The cancer/covid double whammy
has cracked that strength and left me
at times a blubbering mess. I know
that having oneself broken up from
time to time is again, not a bad thing,
there is wisdom there, and the coun-

selling, colouring, journaling, friends
and family supports are there to help
pick me back up and get back to my
vocation – the ministry.
I have not read too much into the
‘Great Resignation,’ what people
smarter than I are calling the shifting
of, and even loss of, the workforce. I
do understand one piece of it though
– work with your mental health as a
priority. I am still not sure entirely
what that looks like, but it will mean
more walking to discern out sermons;
rather than sitting at my desk. Less
distractions; I have already shut off
a lot of my phone notifications. I am
also planning more meditative time
with God. God must have a reason
why I am still here; I want to know

why.
I share this, again, because I am used
to writing (and speaking!) and perhaps it will help someone to read
it. Who knows! As with sermons, I
never know what kernel people take
with them, same with writing for the
paper, or from a video I saw months
ago of a little girl wanting more sanitizer. I do know that I will be back
speaking after what has been an almost year and a half disability leave
on November 21st! 10:30am at the
United Church. We are also on Facebook Live and St. Marys Radio!
I’m Baaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaack!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR —
Dear Editor:

till today.

The Stories Project that Community
Living St.Marys and Area began in
2018 is ready. We are excited to invite
you to the premiere of a collection of
films that tell the stories of Community Living from the 1960s right up

This collection of stories on film not
only documents the history of the organization, it is a celebration of people coming together to build a stronger community for all of us. Over 100
community members shared their

Three Dead Snow Leopards

iar touch to ferry them across the divide to the afterworld fill our screens.
These images have been normalized.

Global crises by now fill the media
wall to wall. Images of fires in Lytton, Kamloops and Greece, floods in
Merritt, Hope and India, not to mention dying intubated patients in ICUs
without the comfort of a warm famil-

Three snow leopards died two weeks
ago at the Lincoln Children’s Zoo
in Nebraska. Ranney, Everest and
Makalu all died of complications

stories about their connections to
Community Living.

person capacity at the St.Marys R.C.
Legion.

Join us for the virtual presentation
of The Stories Project on Friday December 3, 2021, International Day of
Persons with Disabilities, beginning
at 1pm. As well, we have limited in

To register for the event, email lcannon@clstmarys.ca or for more information, call 519-284-1400 x 225.

from Covid-19. It is almost a subtle
and nuanced allegory that two of the
globe’s major crises, pandemic and
environment coalesced into the fate
of three representatives of a species
that can ill afford to lose any more of
its members. It is a sad epitaph to a

planet that in a short period of time
may constitute nothing more than a
passing memory and a small blip on
the radar of galactic history.

Hope you can join us!
Marg McLean

Dr. Yale Erenberg
St. Marys, Ontario
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- Word Search -

Sudoku

Sponsored by:

Real Estate
Broker

PRE-CHRISTMAS CHORES

Word List

Fern Pridham
519 274 2885

Make a list
Decorate
Outdoor lights
Christmas tree
Shopping
Cleaning
Letter to Santa
Letter to Jesus
Baking
Cookies

Solutions on page 31

Nativity scene
Advent calendar
Wreath

Have you been affected by
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday &
Saturday. Call for time and place.

Garland

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS
EVERY WEEK!
The

Presents

Riddle Kid

call
you es
o
d
do
at
Wh ig that
a p arate?
k

PET OF THE WEEK

OF THE WEEK

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

!

op
k Ch

Por

Suzie McCutcheon (7)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that
appears in the paper gets a FREE
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

CONGRATULATIONS

“PET OF THE WEEK”
OWNER YOU HAVE WON
A TREAT BAG FROM MCPHAIL’S
See store for details

Our Pet of the Week is Lollipop! "Lolli" is a
4.5 year old Tabby. She loves crawling inside
anything that creates a fort or bed for her!
Lolli is owned by the Heinbuck family.

To nominate a Pet of the Week call
The St. Marys Independent at 519-284-0041.

Treat Special
Old Mother Hubbard dog treats!
"Grillin Grub" $3.49 SAVE $1.50
Lazy Kitty Cat Treats
$4.49 SAVE $1.50
127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net
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Doyle

Adams

Pickell

Merton Jerome “Jerrie” Doyle

June 27, 1959 – October 19, 2021

Merton Jerome Doyle, age 62, passed away in Red
Deer, Alberta, on Tuesday, October 19, 2021. Son
of Marie and Leo (Murph) Doyle (dec.), and his
stepfather Len Hiuser (dec.). Father of Calvin (Crystal), grandfather of two granddaughters, Lucy and
Leighton, and two stepdaughters Penny and Tammy.
Brother of six “J’s”; Jim (Martusha), Jean (Fred), John
(Peg), Joe, Jaye and Jody (Sue). Many nieces and
nephews, too. He will be remembered fondly by all.
Thank you to all the neighbours for phone calls, flowers, meals and cards, too. It was all much appreciated.

As expressions of sympathy memorial donations may
be made to Heart and Stroke through the W. G. Young
Funeral, 430 Huron St, Stratford, ON 519.271.7411.
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Ryan
Joseph “Ronald” Ryan, of
Lambton Shores formerly of
St. Marys and Témiscaming,
Quebec, passed away suddenly on November 20, 2021
at the age of 78.

Husband of Marcia “Marti”
(nee Middleton) married for
54 years. Father of Kelly, Dan
and Pam. Grandpa of Taylor
(Steve), Mason and Felicity. Great-grandpa of Blakelyn
and Braxton. Best friend to Maggie. Brother of Yvonne
Dufoe. Ronald will also be missed by many nieces and
nephews and extended family.
Raised in Témiscaming, came to St. Marys to play
for the St. Marys Lincolns and was a member of the
62-63 Sutherland Cup team. Ronald fell in love with a
local girl, was a die-hard Montreal Canadiens fan and
enjoyed golf, happy hour, and made it to Level 3933
in Candy Crush (his family might be able to catch up
with him now). At the end of the day FAMILY was his
everything.

A gathering of family and close friends to take place,
cremation to follow with in interment in St. Marys Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the Ontario
Heart & Stroke Foundation. Online condolences at
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Are You A Newcomer
To The St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome
Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

Donald Adams passed away
at St. Marys Memorial Hospital
on Nov. 17, 2021 at the age
of 85. Loving husband of Gail
(Alberts) for 55 years. Father to
Beverley (Terry) Smith, Cathie
(Brian) Szmon and Deanna
(Andrew) Cunningham. Proud
grandfather to Nathan, Matthew,
Sawyer, Sam, Jillian and Abby.
Predeceased by his parents
Stanley and Florence Adams
and granddaughter Josie Szmon.
Don was born and raised on Concession 9 of East Nissouri Township. Don farmed for many years as well as
worked off the farm at Standard Tube in Woodstock and
Stackpole International in Stratford. Don was an active
member of the East Nissouri Union Church, and he was
an integral part of getting the East Nissouri History Books
published. Don moved off the family farm in 1994 however he was fortunate enough to go back and continue to
spend time tinkering in the shed or walking through the
bush.
Despite the challenges and struggles with dementia he
found much happiness spending time with his grandchildren and listening to their recounts of the day. Ours sincere thank you to Dr. Gatfield, Dr. Scheidel, Dr. Trevail,
the staff of St. Marys Memorial Hospital and Perth County EMS. Cremation has taken place.
A private family service was held in Vinings Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be made to the Alzheimer Society of Perth County, East Nissouri Union Church or the
St. Marys Memorial Hospital Foundation. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

William E. “Bill” Pickell, of
Thorndale, born January 31,
1934 passed away peacefully
on November 17, 2021 at Wildwood Care Centre, St. Marys, at
the age of 87.

Loving husband of Mary (Burgess) for over 65 years. Amazing father of Margaret Watt
(John, deceased) of St. Marys,
Donald Pickell and David Pickell, both of Thorndale. Loving grandfather of Steven
and Cheryl Watt, Brandon, and Jordan Pickell. Dear
brother of Norma and Lewis Haves of St. Marys, Dorothy
McLeod (deceased), Brenda and Leonard Person of St.
Marys. Also remembered by his friend and roommate at
Wildwood Care Centre, Stephen Cookson. Predeceased
by his parents Ken and Verla Pickell (Cooper) and
step-mother Ina Pickell (Carr, King).

Bill’s passion was repairing farm machinery which eventually led to his own business “Bill’s Place.” Devoted to
his community, Bill was a 50-year charter member of the
Thorndale Optimist Club and a 32-year member as a volunteer firefighter. He loved travelling, square dancing and
snowmobiling.
Sincere thanks to the nurses and caregivers at Wildwood
Care Centre. Cremation has taken place. No funeral service is planned at this time.
Memorial donations may be made to Ontario Heart &
Stroke Foundation, Alzheimer Society of Perth County or
Golden Years Wildwood Care Centre. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

Bushfield
Robert “Bob” Bruce Bushfield
passed away at Wildwood Care
Centre on November 20, 2021
at the age of 84. Beloved husband of Joan Patricia Bushfield
(nee Stewart) who predeceased
him in 2003.

Father of Peter of St. Marys,
Judy Brookshaw and husband
Jeff of Wiarton and Paul and wife Mellissa Hogan of London. Missed by grandchildren Ben, Ryan, Jessica, Olivia,
Maddy and great granddaughter Lexi. Predeceased by
his parents Bruce Bushfield and Leah (nee Porter) and
sister Betty Oliver.

Long-time member of the Perth Regiment Veterans St.
Marys Br. 236 Royal Canadian Legion. Family and friends
are invited to the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, 47
Wellington St. S. St. Marys, on Thursday, Nov. 25, 2021
for visiting from 10 am until the time of the funeral service
at 11 am with Rev. Pirie Mitchell officiating.
Those wishing to attend, please RSVP through the funeral home online at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca or by calling 519-284-2820. This will be a full capacity gathering.
Proof of full COVID-19 vaccination is required to attend.
Interment in St. Marys Cemetery. A reception will follow at
the St. Marys Legion, 66 Church St. N. St. Marys.

Proof of full COVID-19 vaccination is required to enter the
Legion Hall. Memorial donations to the Terry Fox Foundation or the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. Online
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
BARBER

EAVESTROUGH

MORTGAGE

Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

REAL ESTATE

WINDOW

Mill Race Barber Co.
Phone: 226-661-0222
Find us and
Book online
108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS


  




CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICIAN

STORAGE
THORNDALE

PLUMBING
 
    





www.cathieszmon.com



ST. MARYS

 

 
Specializing in Heritage
Renovation, installing brick
& stone on custom homes as
well as specializing in laying thin
stone for fireplace installation

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades,
Panel changes
• Automatic backup generator
systems, NG,Propane,diesel,
• Electric Motor Repairs
and Sales

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing
Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

REAL ESTATE


Sales Representative
Office: 519-284-4322
Cell: 519-301-0798
Email: mccc502@rogers.com

    

COUNTRY STORE

Call Joel Drinkwalter

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural


 

NEED A PLUMBER?

Owner Operator
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker, Homeﬁeld
Legacy Realty Brokerage
owen-lewishavard@coldwellbanker.ca

HEAT/COOL



Toni McLean Sales Representative

519-274-1120 Direct

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5

tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

Proud St. Marys resident!

REPAIR & SERVICE

 

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys
St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Pickup truck service available
Can help load





TAKE OUT


  

  
 





 

WATER TREATMENT



SENIORS

Robson

519.284.2800


 

REPAIR

INSURANCE

DISPOSAL




RENTALS




 
 

Scrap Metal
Open 8 to 4:30
Monday - Friday



Owen Lewis

   

   
 

New toys, puzzles and books!

SEAMSTRESS

ELECTRICAL WORK
519-284-0833

519-461-1050 • thorndalestoragecity@hotmail.com

www.thorndalestoragecity.com



     
  

STORAGE CITY

GORDON DANN
PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.



670$5<6

Install Gas
gas &
propane
• Install
and
Oil furnaces,
furnaces and a/c units
$&·V8QLWV
Service of
both
& propane
• Service
gasgas
& oil
furnaces,
furnaces and a/c units
 $&·VDQG)LUHSODFHV
,QVWDOO%%4/LQHV)LUHSODFHV
• Install/Maintain Ductless
 $&6SOLWV+59·V
+RW:DWHU+HDWHUV*DV

Electrical, and Navien Tankless
:KROHKRXVHHOHFWULFKHDW

 FRQYHUVLRQVWRFHQWUDODLUDQGJDVKHDW

HEATING & COOLING
Residential | Commercial

519-284-0833

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL,
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS,
TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

  


COUNSELLING

MUSIC

1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

Authorized dealer for

NOVO

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT
Water Treatment Specialists
• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

Cell: 519-671-0470

1-800-328-0392

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES

St. Marys Independent

CLASSIFIED ADS

Thursday, November 25, 2021
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Palmers Home
Renovations

Seeking newspaper boxes and stands

Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Currently immdiately seeking
2 full-time employees with
construction background for year
round positions. We specialize in
siding, soffit, fascia and eaves
installations. Wages are based on
experience and qualifications.

Buy, sell or trade

All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc
Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814

Wanted

Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular
interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226972-5750

Call 519 301 3931 or
email dpalmer@cyg.net

For Sale

Winter tires – 4 Firestone Winter Force
P255/70R16 on steel rims.
New Nov 2018 less than 10,000 KM total 2 winters.
New $720 now $350. Call Alan 519-284-2480

Collecting

Collecting blankets, sleeping bags, winter coats, snow-pants,
toques, boots, sweaters, anything you can to be given to the
hundreds of homeless people in London. Your help could be
the difference between life or death, amputation of fingers or
not, it is that serious. Your love and support will be seen by
God but only faith in Christ can save you. Contact 519-2840687 or thewaysofthepresent@live.com

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED
AD HERE FOR JUST
$10 PER WEEK

Community Liaison Committee
IN MEMORIAM

Smith

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Lilliput

6) Victoria I

2) Aardvark

7) Screech

3) Joni Mitchell
4) Joey

8) Simon and Garfunkel

5) Ante Meridiem
(AM)

10) Seize the day

9) Bruce Springsteen

SUDOKU ANSWERS

Wayne Smith

November 25, 2012


       
       
     
      
     
      
 
       
     

FIRST BAPTIST

CHRISTMAS COOKIE

We miss you.

SALE IS BACK!

THANK YOU

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
10.00 AM UNTIL NOON

Roberta and Family

Millson

The family of the late Glen Millson would like to
thank friends and family for their kind tributes and
expressions of sympathy shown to us. Special
thanks to Dr. Gatfield, Wildwood Care Centre, Dr.
Pirie Mitchell and Andrew Hodges Funeral Home.
Everything was much appreciated.

Starting as low as $35 per week
run your Help Wanted, Thank
You, or Memoriam ad here!
Contact info@stmarysindependent.
com or call 519-284-0041

First Baptist
Church of St. Marys
34 Church Street
South
Prepackaged variety assortment of our
traditional, home-made holiday favourites!
$25 per 2 lb box.
Payment by cash, major credit card or debit
Face masks and social distancing required.
Enter by South door, pick up as many boxes
as desired, payment and exit by North door
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