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By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Golf and Country Club could soon 
increase the supply of accommodations in the 
form of two two-storey short-term buildings con-
sisting of 21 rental units.

At last week's Planning Advisory Committee 
meeting, Town Planner Mark Stone presented 
the proposed development for feedback from the 
committee. The golf course hosts many weddings 
and other events but currently, there are limited 
offerings for attendees looking to stay the night. 
The 21 proposed units would include one- and 
two-bedroom rooms.

According to the presentation, the buildings 
would be located in the southwest corner of the 
golf course's property. A new driveway will be 
created to allow for easier access to the proposed 
buildings. 

Short-term rental accommodations are in short 
supply in St. Marys, not only with the low num-
ber of hotel rooms available but also with the lack 
of a policy related to businesses such as Airbnb 
and Vrbo. This means that many people coming to 
St. Marys aren't actually able to stay in town and 
thus, their tourism dollars get spent elsewhere.

Although the committee expressed a high lev-
el of support for the project, one concern about 
the project is how much parking will be available. 
Currently, the proposed development includes one 
parking space per unit, which the committee ex-
pressed concerns about being inadequate. It was 
noted that the golf course's parking overflow this 
past summer was due to renovation and paving 
work being completed and that, once it's done, the 
golf course will actually have more parking spac-
es. This was countered by the notion that someone 
visiting the proposed development is more likely 

Great celebrations often start with 
a welcoming invitation.  That is cer-
tainly true for St. Marys Giving Tues-
day’s 2022 community engagement 
initiative called “Pull Up a Chair” 
that was locally created to help sup-
port inclusive monthly dinners at St. 
Marys United Church.

In Giving Tuesday’s sixth year of lo-
cally-focused giving back, St. Marys’ 
volunteer committee of Ellen Bettger, 
Julie Docker-Johnson, Marilyn Hay-
wood, Julie Shackleton, Cindy Tay-
lor, and Nancy Wojcik literally upped 

outreach while also artfully placing a 
chair in their charitable movement.  
First, the Committee collectively 
invited area residents to freely do-
nate chairs for others to artistically 
decorate - at individual artist’s own 
expense.  Next, they welcomed all 
local amateur, professional, and stu-
dent artists to grab a donated chair 
and get creative with their furni-
ture treatments with finished piec-
es going for sale at their upcoming 
silent & live auction taking place at 
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Taylor Bridges and Candra Staffen represented Zelinka Priamo Ltd. and the St. 
Marys Golf & Country Club at last week's Planning Advisory Committee and pre-
sented plans for short-term accommodations to be constructed next to the golf 
course. Pictured is a rendering of the proposed two-storey buildings.
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St. Marys United Church on November 29th.  Both 
chair donors and crafty decorators jumped at the 
invitation.

Committee Co-Chair Cindy Taylor gratefully 
shared that community response was both imme-
diate and overwhelming to the committee’s August 
social network appeal. “Chairs instantly started 
flowing in from area donors and right out to ea-
ger artists.  One incredibly generous person even 
donated 50 different chairs she had sourced for 
guests at her summer wedding!”   Taylor estimates 
100 chairs were re-distributed for artistic treat-
ment for the forthcoming auction.  All proceeds 
from chair purchases will go towards funding free 
monthly community dinners served at the church.

Energetic Co-Chair Julie Docker-Johnson enthu-
siastically echoes the way greater St. Marys has 
fully embraced the “Pull Up A Chair” invitation 
and notes how this collaborative initiative whole 
heartedly represents area residents.  “Generosity, 
creativity, diversity and inclusivity are what makes 
our community so special.  This event will beauti-

fully showcase the unique talents of our amazing 
local artists while helping provide meals where 
everyone is welcome.”

Their Committee has marvelled at all the fabulous 
finished pieces submitted – many of which are now 
being showcased in the windows of participating 
downtown businesses’ that also will be support-
ing local causes on Giving Tuesday.  Though addi-
tional chairs are no longer available to decorate, 
people can personally view and purchase seats 
from this one-of-a-kind collection at Giving Tues-
day’s “Pull Up a Chair” silent & live auction on 
November 29th at St. Marys United Church.  Free 
event registration and silent bidding begins at 6 
p.m. with live auctioning of select chairs occurring 
throughout the evening until 8 p.m. by celebrity 
auctioneer Mayor Al Strathdee.  The charity event 
will also offer hot beverages from Barista’s, Tim 
Hortons and Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters, 
takeaway meals from chef Chris Campbell and 
Sunset Diner food trucks, bake sale treats courte-
sy of Holy Name of Mary Catholic School and Lit-
tle Falls Public School, plus musical performances 
by elementary and DCVI students.

to park on the side of Queen Street 
than in the golf course's parking lot 
due to the walking distance from the 
course's main building to the accom-
modations.

An interesting feature pertaining 
to the property's check-in process 
was also mentioned in response to a 
question from a community member. 
Rather than a typical key or card to 
unlock the property, the golf course 

is looking into new technology in 
which guests would receive a code 
on their phone which they would 
scan on the door to unlock it. It was 
also made clear that the units would 
be made available to everyone and 

isn't just restricted to visitors to the 
golf course.

A public meeting still needs to be 
held before the development can 
receive the green light from Town 
Council.
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $8.37
New Crop – $7.58

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $19.15
New Crop – $18.07

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $10.13
New Crop – $10.40

Sponsored by

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

Golf course looking to construct two-storey 
short-term accommodations

Giving Tuesday Artfully Ups Inclusivity

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca
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ATTENTION ST. MARYS
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MUST QUOTE PROMO CODE: “TRY IT”Call to book your
free installation TODAY!

*Available for new St. Marys customers only using promo code.  Not valid for business customers. Some restrictions apply.

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER

Switch to Quadro Internet  or TV  before November 30th, 2022 & 
receive your first 3 months FREE*

519-229-8933
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Quote of the Week
“I strongly recommend that Huron Perth residents mask in all indoor 
public settings, including schools and in childcare settings, Wearing a 
mask in indoor public settings is a simple way to reduce the spread of 
illness, to protect our community members young and old and to protect 
our healthcare system. I also encourage everyone to get their flu shot 
and stay up to date on their COVID-19 vaccinations.” 

- Dr. Miriam Klassen, Medical Officer of Health.

COMMUNITY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

There is no pleasure 
in having nothing 
to do; the fun is in 

having lots to do and 
not doing it. 

If you want to be 
successful, it’s just 
this simple: Know 
what you’re doing. 
Love what you’re 

doing. And believe 
in what you’re doing. 

The future belongs 
to those who believe 

in the beauty of 
their dreams.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Sorry Yellowstone, 

I'm not paying for 

another streaming 

service!

Trump just managed 

to lose an election 

that he wasn't even a 

candidate in.

 

The festive season starts this week-
end.

The first snow has fallen, the gar-
land is hung, and the lights are 
strung – just in time for Christmas 
to return to St. Marys!

Beginning this Friday, November 
18 and continuing until Sunday, 
November 20, the Downtown Mer-
chants' Open House is the perfect 
opportunity to cross everyone off 
your gift list. Participating mer-
chants are "paying the tax" all week-
end long! Look for extended shop-
ping hours on Friday, free horse-
drawn wagon rides, a Warming Cen-
tre and live music on Saturday, and a 
farmers' market, Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
and Victorian carolers on Sunday.

Also on Friday, the fabulous Win-
terLights will be lit for the season 
live at 7:00 p.m. Some special guests 
will help turn on this beloved dis-
play – be sure to join us at Milt Dun-
nell Field! Enjoy the display nightly 
from 5:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. until 
Sunday, January 1, 2023. Donations 
to the display are gratefully appre-

ciated online (www.townofstmarys.
com/winterlights), at the donor wall 
or at Waving Santa.

On Saturday, stop by the St. Marys 
Craft Show at the Pyramid Rec-
reation Centre. The show will run 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and will 
feature over 100 artisans. Admission 
to the show is free and a delicious 
lunch is available for purchase, with 
proceeds supporting the St. Marys 
Friendship Centre.

There's still time to enter your float 
or financially support the Kinsmen 
Santa Claus Parade, happening on 
Friday, November 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
As during past parades, parking on 
Queen Street from Water to Church 
is prohibited during the parade. 
Closures will begin at 4:00 p.m. on 
November 25. Visit www.stmarys-
kinsmen.com for more information 
about the parade route, donations 
and entering a float.

For more information on all these 
events, visit www.discoverstmarys.
ca/happyholidays.

Have a "Very St. Marys" 
Christmas!

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have five Bravos this week. 

1) Bravo to Andy Forman and his 
crew for another great job of erect-
ing the Veteran’s banners. 

2) Bravo to those who signal at the 
round-abouts to indicate which 
way they are going. 

3) Bravo to the young man who 
works at our Service Ontario. His 
friendly voice and patient manner 
make the world a better place.

4) I was impressed by the Town’s 
Remembrance Day service to hon-
or the war heroes.  

5) Bravo and Thank You to the 
St. Marys and Area Euchre Club 
who donated their funds to the St. 
Marys Healthcare Foundation.

We have two Boos this week. 

1) Boo to those who rake their 
leaves onto the road. Why not bag 
them and leave them out to be col-
lected. 

2) My Boo this week goes to the 
poor audio quality of the Remem-
brance Day ceremony at the ceno-
taph. The audio speakers were 
positioned such that those 10 or 
more rows back could hardly make 
out what was being said. 
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COMMUNITY —

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

Merchants’ Open House

This popular event will again run for 3 days this year:

• November 18, 9 AM - 8 PM 
• November 19, 9 AM - 5 PM 
• November  20, 12 - 5 PM

Participating downtown merchants will pay the tax and 
offer festive promotions and experiences.

Follow along with the festive fun on Facebook and 
Instagram and support your local businesses!

Details: @stmaryschristmasevents on social media

WinterLights

Our wonderful WinterLights will be lit on Friday, 
November 18! Join us at Milt Dunnell Field at 7 PM as 
we illuminate this beloved display for the season. 

Enjoy the display nightly from 5 to 11 PM until Sunday, 
January 1, 2023

You can help keep the WinterLights free for all by 
donating to the display. It’s easier than ever now with 
our new online form! 

Find it here: townofstmarys.com/winterlights

Details: townofstmarys.com/happyholidays or 519-284-2340, ext. 272

Friendship Centre Events 

Get out and get social with the St. Marys Friendship 
Centre! Join us for the following events: 

• St. Marys Craft Show - November 19, 9 AM - 3 PM
• Winter Paint Night - November 23, 6:30 PM 
• Christmas Lunch - December 7
• Holiday Social - December 16, 1 PM

Some events require pre-registration; call the Friendship 
Centre for further details. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/friendship or 519-284-3272

Youth Paint Night

Stretch those creative muscles! 

The St. Marys Youth Centre and Paint & Palette are 
offering a Paint Night for youth. 

Date/Time: November 24, 4 - 5:30 PM
Location: 2/3 Hall, Pyramid Recreation Centre
Cost: $15 for Youth Centre members/$20 for 
non-members

Online pre-registration is required.

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
Crier

Delmar's Weekly Specials
 

25 South Service Rd. St. Marys (519 349 3022)

 
metzger ham steaks

$5.99/lb
More Specials & Features

TCF Boneless Skinless Chicken Breasts $17.99/1.2kg
Soloway's Breakfast Patties $29.95/50g x 48

Pizza Dippers - Regular or Jalepeno $6.99
 

 PRICES IN EFFECT  Nov  18 - 24
Senior Discount  Day:  Nov  17WEEKDAYS 9-6

WEEKENDS 10-5

 

K-W Optimist bursary award

At a recent meeting of the Kirkton-Woodham Optimist Club, the Club's annual 
student bursary was awarded to Kinsley Richardson of Kirkton who is studying 
massage therapy.  The $1,000 award is given to a student entering post-secondary 
education who has demonstrated outstanding academic and community achieve-
ment. Pictured left to right are Optimist Ellard Brandt, Kinsley Richardson, and 
Optimist Steven Hern.  (Contributed photo)
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1) Who is the Greek 
god of wine? 

2) Who won a Grammy 
for “Tears in Heaven”? 

3) According to the 
proverb, what should 
you do before you 
leap? 

4) What was ABBA’s only number one hit in 
the US? 

5) The word Tsunami comes from what 
language? 

6) What is the second longest river in the 
world? 

7) Which bird has the largest wing span? 

8) In Greek legend, who turned everything 
he touched into gold? 

9) Who was the first solo female host of the 
Academy Awards? 

10) What tree gives us prunes?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 35

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Our senior of the week is Ruth 
Graham who turned 97 years young 
on Friday November 4. Born in St. 

Marys, Ruth was the Head Secretary 
at DeLong Scovill (The Pin Factory) 
on Egan Avenue for many years and 
is an ardent Blue Jays and Leaf fan.       

Happy Birthday Ruth! 
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Police and School Board Officials 
Tight-Lipped Following Lockdown

AMDSB reports low EQAO results 

By Lee Griffi 

Officials with the Stratford Police Service and the 
Avon Maitland District School Board have released 
very few details following a lockdown at the Strat-
ford District Secondary School on Monday.

The board sent an auto call out to parents saying, 
“we have been working with Stratford Police to 
resolve an alleged threat at Stratford District Sec-
ondary School that resulted in the initiation of our 
lockdown procedure earlier today. Stratford Police 
announced that the threat no longer exists, and an 
arrest has been made. We recognize that this may 
create anxiety for some students, and we are en-
suring that students are properly supported. We are 
also continuing to inform families of the situation.” 

At 11:53 a.m. the police force’s twitter feed asked 
the public to stay clear of the school as an active 

lockdown was in place and they were investigating 
a possible weapons call. Another tweet went out 
at 12:21 p.m. saying a male was in custody and the 
lockdown was being lifted. A police spokesperson 
says no other details will be released at this time, 
but a news release may be issued next week. No 
word on if any charges were laid. The individual 
who was arrested posted a threat on social media 
which resulted in the lockdown.

A school board spokesperson says something 
called Administrative Procedure 179 kicks in when 
a lockdown occurs. “It basically keeps all students 
in their classrooms. No one is allowed in or out of 
the building. It keeps everyone in place so that po-
lice can conduct their investigation.” A second mes-
sage was sent to parents explaining that support 
will be available to students (Tuesday) as this may 
have been anxiety provoking for some. 

EQAO results from the 2021/2022 school year were 
released publicly on Friday, November 4 on eqao.
com. These are the first results since fall 2019 and 
overall they are lower across the province in all 
subject areas. AMDSB reminds students, families 
and the general public that EQAO data represents 
only a snapshot of time, and that the data is most 
useful when examined as long-term trends. 

“Educators in the AMDSB worked tirelessly to 
deliver quality learning to all of our students 
throughout the pandemic and I am so proud of 
how they supported our students.” said Dr. Lisa 
Walsh, Director of Education. However, given the 
impact of school closures, self-directed (asynchro-
nous) and online (synchronous) learning, the in-

ability for our board to host regular educator pro-
fessional learning, labour shortages contributing 
to the need to re-assign central support staff, and 
the overall impact on mental health, the results 
are not surprising and were even predicted. 

AMDSB scores are lower across all subject areas 
but in particular, grade 9 math was much lower 
than the trajectory of growth enjoyed prior to the 
pandemic. This too is not surprising given the re-
cent change to a new de-streamed math curricu-
lum and limited time for educators to review and 
learn together. Over the 3 years prior to the pan-
demic, academic and applied grade 9 math test re-
sults showed steady improvement. 
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COMMUNITY —
Riverwalk Commons opens this Friday 
Hosting Art Show and Sale November 18-20

By Stewart Grant

This Friday will be your first chance 
to see the beautiful transformation 
which has been underway at the 84 
Water Street historical building, now 
known as Riverwalk Commons.

The Commons will be hosting the 
opening reception for the Stonetown 
Arts’ Annual Art Show and Sale, oc-
curring from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, 
followed by two days of additional 
viewing on Saturday (10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.) and Sunday (noon to 4 p.m.).

I had the opportunity to get a sneak 
peak on Monday at both the restored 
facility and some of the art that had 
already been brought in by a few of 
the 28 local artists that are involved 
in Stonetown Arts’ show. On both ac-
counts, I’m sure that those in atten-
dance this weekend will be glad that 
they stopped by.

For those who aren’t immediately 
aware of where 84 Water Street is, 
it is across the street from Canadian 
Tire. Some readers will recall that it 
was the former home of The Flooring 
and Paint Store before that business 
moved to James Street North.

Melissa Barton, who co-owns the 
building with Marianne De Braban-
dere, told the Independent that the 
building’s original purpose was as a 
general store, way back in the 1850’s. 
During my visit, she pointed out that 
many features from the original con-
struction had been incorporated into 
the new design. In the accompanying 
photo, you’ll see an example of some 
of the original exposed limestone 
walls, as well as attractive shelving 
that utilizes wood from the building’s 
first ceiling trusses.

The bulk of the renovation work was 
performed by John Bolton’s company, 
JSB Construction, while the concept 
drawings were completed by Tara 
Porter. The work has been somewhat 
fluid, with adjustments being made 
as new information was obtained. For 
example, upon peeling back layers of 
flooring during renovation, some of 
the initial wood floor was found to be 
salvageable and has been restored 
within the new open concept.

This weekend’s Art Show is an ex-
ample of the endless number of pos-
sible ways in which the space can be 
used. The business’ website, www.
rwcommons.com, describes it as “a 
place where people come together 
and creativity flows.”

Some of the uses identified include 
small group workshops, team re-
treats, co-working opportunities, 
special community events, dinner 
parties, and small gatherings for a 
variety of purposes. Melissa added 
that they are always looking for new 
ideas as well, and she’s interested to 
see how things evolve with the use of 
the space.

For those interested in the “shared 
workspace” option, co-working space 
is limited to 10 people so that every-
one has plenty of room to spread out. 
The time currently set aside for this 
use is Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with a 
flat $20 per day cost which includes 
coffee/tea, an ergonomic chair, high-
speed WiFi, and onsite parking.

Regarding event space rental, Bar-
ton explained that the space is suit-
able for gatherings of up to 30 seated 
guests, with a maximum capacity of 
40 people. The event space includes 

a 28-foot-long table, a lounge area, 
two washrooms, a kitchenette and 
WiFi.

For more information, visit www.

rwcommons.com, email Melissa at 
info@rwcommons.com, or simply 
stop by at 84 Water Street and pay a 
visit.

INITIATIVE
Giving Tuesday

We’re excited to be selling our Harris-Greig Automotive merchandise 
again this year to support our Giving Tuesday initiative. 

All profits will be donated to the St. Marys Fire Department; 
we are beyond grateful for this community service!

Price List: 
**All prices include HST

Toques: $25
Mesh Back Ball Cap        

(orange/grey/white or 
black/grey colour options 

available): $25
Black Youth Hoodie: $35
Black Adult Hoodie: $40
Adult Zip Up Fleece: $60

Orders can be placed by emailing us at info@harrisgreigauto.com or by phoning 519-284-1302. Order 
deadline is November 30th. If you would like to support our local Firefighters, but aren’t interested 

in clothing we are accepting monetary donations at the shop. Harris-Greig Automotive will match all 
donations and profits from the clothing to enhance our contribution.

Thank-you for your support with our Giving Tuesday initiative.

Riverwalk Commons co-owner Melissa Barton can’t wait to welcome visitors to 
the beautifully restored heritage building at 84 Water Street this weekend. (Stew-
art Grant photo) 

Melissa’s father, Grant Barton, got an early opportunity to enjoy some of the local 
art pieces as they were being hung at Riverwalk Commons on Monday. (Stewart 
Grant photo)
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By Spencer Seymour

The All-Wheels Park Steering Com-
mittee will be seeking public input 
on two design concepts in the near 
future, according to Town of St. 
Marys' Recreation Manager Darcy 
Drummond.

Drummond presented the munici-
pal politicians with an update on the 
expansion of the All-Wheels Park at 
last week's St. Marys Town Council 
meeting. According to the report, the 
Steering Committee selected Radius 

Contracting Inc. for the design-build 
of the project in April of this year, 
which provided two design options 
this past October. Both come with 
flexible building pathways that can 
be phased based on monies raised 
and both carry an estimated budget 
of $315,000, not including minimal 
repair needed to the existing park.

Public engagement related to the 
design options is slated to begin 
this month and last until January 
2023, with the construction planned 
to start next Fall. The project didn't 

ask the Town for more funds at this 
time but due to the high demand for 
skate park constructions currently, 
the group may come back to Coun-
cil seeking funds if they don't meet 
their fundraising goals by the time 
the contractor needs confirmation on 
the construction date.

Mayor Al Strathdee echoed a sen-
timent expressed originally by Jim 
Craigmile that the current members 
of Council, four of whom will be 
serving in the next term of Council 
as well, greatly support the project 

and they believe the Town should 
make a "significant contribution" to 
the expansion. Craigmile and Strath-
dee both mentioned this for the pur-
pose of a financial contribution be-
ing included in 2023 budget consid-
erations.

That means they are still seeking do-
nations from the public. To donate to 
the project, you can visit the Munic-
ipal Operations Centre at 408 James 
Street South or you can go to www.
townofstmarys.ca/allwheelspark.

Town Council hears update on All-Wheels Park 
Expansion project
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Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

LIGHT

Ghost Island

the

10% off all McCully's Chutneys

Store Hours in November

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Tuesday – Sunday, 10 – 5

Saturdays – 9 – 5   (Closed Mondays)

Santa is Back
Photos with Santa by Lucid Musings Photography

Sat/Sun Dec. 3/4 & 11/12  from 11 -2
Only $15.00 with canned good donation

Christmas Turkeys
Give the store a call (prior to Dec. 4) to order your fresh turkey for 

Christmas Dinner. 
Christmas Trees

6' – 9' Balsam and Fraser Firs
Christmas Gift Baskets

McCully's Gift Baskets full of our homemade and local products are 
always a welcome gift during the holiday season.

We have prepared baskets or you can customize a basket for that special 
someone on your list.

Christmas at McCully's

Remembrance Day service at cenotaph

Pictured above, a large crowd was in attendance to pay their respects during the November 11th service. Queen Street was closed between Peel Street and Church 
Street North for the ceremony. (Gary Cumming photos)

Pictured above, citizens placed poppies upon the wreaths laid during the Remembrance Day service at the Town Hall cenotaph. (Gord Barnett photos)
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WALK IN FLU SHOT CLINICS
The Happy Valley Family Health Team, in partnership with the Town of St. Marys, will 

be offering WALK IN flu shot clinics at the Pyramid Recreation Centre for Residents of 
St. Marys and surrounding rural areas with a valid Health Card.

Please note that masking is required by all attendees over the age of 2 years. Please wear a 
short-sleeved shirt and be prepared to wait 15 minutes after your flu shot. The flu shot can be 
given to anyone over the age of 6 months. High dose and adjuvanted products for adults 65 

years and older will be available while quantities last. 

Thursday December 1st 
10:00am-5:30pm

Stratford Times 5.1 x 3.6

Rabies Vaccination
& Microchip Clinics
Wednesday, 
November 30
1-4 pm
Stratford Perth Humane Society
125 Griffith Rd., Stratford

Rabies
Vaccination  

$30

Microchip   
$30

Both  $50

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Book through our website at kwsphumane.ca
Clinics run monthly except July, Aug. and Dec.

In partnership with Huron Perth Public Health

By Cameron Porteous

This exhibition at the St. Marys Sta-
tion Gallery is a collection of 14 ren-
derings that document, in the time-
line, the invasion of Canada on Oc-
tober 13, 1812. The renderings and 
stories attempt to question the myths 
and official documents that exist de-
scribing this event.

For the 2012 bi-centennial of the War 
of 1812, I set out to create renderings 
honouring the “Battle of Queenston 
Heights”. For over 30 years I lived on 
what was the battlefield in the village 
of Queenston and had studied the 
documents and diaries written by the 
soldiers who fought and witnessed 
the battle. It became quite clear to 
me that much of the history we read 
and is portrayed has been romanti-
cized. These documents uncovered 
mutiny, sabotage, failed organization 

and questionable leadership on both 
sides. In other words, the army that 
makes the least amount of stupid de-
cisions will most likely win the bat-
tle. Because most of the battle took 
place at night and in foul weather, it 
was important to walk the battlefield 
in the “timeline” with an attempt to 
see what it must have been like. So 
on October 13 at 4 a.m. I set out to 
document each important hour of the 
battle.

It is here in this little historic village 
of Queenston, home of Laura Secord, 
daughter of Thomas Ingersol whose 
name is synonymous with the found-
ing and development of St. Marys, 
that the fate of a country was in the 
balance. Here on the banks of the Ni-
agara River at the village of Queen-
ston is where it all started.

It was no secret that the United 

States had its eyes on the vast ter-
ritory to its north. America had a vi-
sion to create one country in North 
America and it was just biding its 
time to invade and make that vision a 
reality. The Americans believed that 
the British could not support a war 
in North America. While the Brit-
ish Government viewed this war-
like posturing as a pure bluff, one 
man with more military prescience 
than most noted: “It is impossible to 
view the late hostile measures of the 
American government towards En-
gland without considering a rupture 
between the two countries as proba-
ble to happen”. That man was Major 
General Sir Isaac Brock, Administra-
tor in Upper Canada and commander 
of his majesty’s forces. He was soon 
to have his name engraved forever 
in the history of this young country. 
Just four months before the declara-

tion of war, Brock was ready and had 
formulated an offensive campaign 
against America.

Regardless of all the problems the 
Americans had in organizing the in-
vasion, on October 13th, 1812, Ma-
jor General Stephen Van Rensselaer 
ordered the attack. He gave the in-
structions, “get across, seize the vil-
lage and gain the heights”.

At approximately 3:45 a.m. on Octo-
ber 13th, 1812, the invasion of Cana-
da was on! “12 HOURS THAT SAVED 
A COUNTRY” opens on Friday, No-
vember 25 and closes on Friday, 
December 30. A reception will take 
place Friday at 7 p.m., and a meet 
and greet with the artist to talk about 
each rendering and to answer ques-
tions will take place on Saturday, No-
vember 26 from 1 p.m. to 4:30.

“12 Hours that saved a Country”
Renderings of an important day in Canadian history
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HuronTractor.com

CHRISTMAS SALE 
AT HURON TRACTOR

FREE PICTURES WITH SANTA 
with a John Deere Tractor!

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2022, 9:00 AM TO 11:00 AM
Santa Pictures at Huron Tractor Exeter and Thamesford locations

NOVEMBER 19-25, 2022

*All Store Locations. Discount excludes Peg Perego Ride-on Toys.

15OFF
%

John Deere Clothing, 
Toys & Merchandise*

Get Kid’s Colouring Contest Details Online
HuronTractor.com/Christmas

*Sales event offer valid November 19 to 25, 2022 only at Huron Tractor. Some details specific by event date. See dealer for complete details on event/offers. Event details/offers 
subject to change without notice at any time. Additional taxes/fees may be required.

Many respiratory illnesses are cir-
culating; Huron Perth Public Health 
(HPPH) urges the community to use 
all layers of protection, especially 
masking and vaccination, to protect 
themselves, their families, and the 
broader community.

HPPH has seen an earlier start to the 
influenza and respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) season this year, and has 
received several reports of influen-
za A (flu) in children under the age 
of five. HPPH does not typically see 
this number of lab-confirmed cases 
of influenza in children this young. 
COVID-19 also continues to circulate 
widely.   

Across the province, influenza and 
RSV are causing severe illness in 
children and strain on the pediatric 
healthcare system.

“I strongly recommend that Huron 
Perth residents mask in all indoor 
public settings, including schools and 
in childcare settings,” says Dr. Miriam 
Klassen, Medical Officer of Health. 

“Wearing a mask in indoor public set-
tings is a simple way to reduce the 
spread of illness, to protect our com-
munity members young and old and 
to protect our healthcare system. I 
also encourage everyone to get their 
flu shot and stay up to date on their 
COVID-19 vaccinations.” 

Until Dec. 1 at HPPH COVID-19 clin-
ics, anyone aged 5 and up who is re-
ceiving a COVID-19 vaccination can 
also receive a flu shot. HPPH is not 
offering influenza vaccines on their 
own at these clinics.

Influenza vaccines continue to be 
available at pharmacies, for those 
ages 2 and older, and primary care 
provider (family doctor or nurse 
practitioner) offices for those ages 6 
months and older. 

For families with children 6 months to 
less than 2 years of age who do not 
have a family doctor or nurse prac-
titioner, HPPH is offering a clinic on  
Monday, November 21, 3-6 p.m. at 
HPPH Stratford West Gore site at 653 

West Gore Street, Stratford.

For more information regarding in-
fluenza vaccines, visit www.hpph.ca/
flu. For more information regarding 
COVID-19 vaccination opportunities, 
visit www.hpph.ca/getvaccinated. 

Layers of Protection 

Residents are encouraged to use lay-
ers of protection during this “triple 
threat” season of COVID, RSV and in-
fluenza circulating at the same time. 
These layers include: 

- Staying home if you are sick 

- Screening for respiratory symptoms 
daily 

- Wearing a mask in indoor public set-
tings 

- Staying up-to-date with vaccines 
(including COVID-19 and influenza) 

- Practicing good hand hygiene 

- Regularly cleaning high-touch sur-
faces

More information on layers of pro-
tection can be found at www.hpph.ca/

layerup. 

Changes to COVID data reporting

HPPH is changing how it displays 
local COVID-19 information for Hu-
ron-Perth. Up until this point, we 
have been updating our own dash-
boards on COVID-19 testing, cases 
and vaccination; now, similar weekly 
information for Huron Perth region is 
also available through Public Health 
Ontario’s COVID-19 and Influen-
za Activity dashboard.  While HPPH 
prepares a new way to display local 
information on respiratory illness 
that will be the most helpful to res-
idents, the previous Tableau dash-
boards will not be updated. 

Public Health Ontario’s dashboard in-
cludes a wide range of COVID-19 data 
about Huron Perth, including case 
counts by hospitalizations and deaths, 
vaccine uptake by age, sex and public 
health unit, outbreaks, and more. 

Please visit COVID-19 and Influenza 
Activity dashboard for weekly COVID 
data for Huron Perth. 

Masks, vaccination strongly recommended as 
respiratory illnesses surge
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Lincolns climbing up the Western Conference ladder
Back-to-back wins last week move Lincs to within three points of first place

By Pat Payton

St. Marys Lincolns are one of the 
hottest teams in the entire GOJHL.

With back-to-back wins over Lon-
don Nationals and St. Thomas Stars 
last week, Lincs are currently 10-2 in 
their last 12 starts and climbing up 
the Western Conference ladder.

Lincolns temporarily moved to with-
in a point of the first-place Nation-
als with a 6-2 victory over the Stars 
last Friday night in front of about 650 
spectators at the PRC.

Last Wednesday night, Lincs im-
proved their road record to 8-1-1 
with a well-deserved 7-1 victory over 
the Nationals in London. It was a big 
bounce-back win for the Lincolns, 
who had lost 6-1 on home ice to 
Strathroy Rockets five days earlier.

"We like our progress; we feel we're 
getting better every day," head coach 
Jeff Bradley said following Friday's 
win over St. Thomas. "That was 
the whole plan this year, we talked 
about not putting the buggy before 
the horse and understand that this 
is a process. We have to enjoy learn-
ing and enjoy getting better, and the 
guys are doing that right now.

"One point out of first place gives us a 
taste of what the top of the mountain 
tastes like. With the hunger these 
guys have, we'll just keep pushing 
and pushing."

After weekend action, London (15-
3-1-1) has a three-point lead of both 
St. Marys and Leamington Flyers, 
who have identical 13-4-3-0 records 
in the West standings. Lincs and Fly-
ers meet twice this week.

With back-to-back wins on Saturday 

and Sunday, Strathroy (11-6-3-1) has 
moved into sole possession of fourth 
place – two points ahead of the La-
Salle Vipers (11-7-1-1).

Lincolns 6 - Stars 2

At the PRC Friday, Lincolns scored 
two goals in the final minute of the 
first period and took control of the 
game after that. Goals by Austin 
Keleher and Eric Smith – just 39 sec-
onds apart – gave Lincs a 3-1 lead 
and they never looked back.

Smith added his second of the night 
on a powerplay at 3:25 of the middle 
frame, and Jaden Lee put Lincolns up 
5-1 at the 13:09 mark.

While on a four-minute powerplay 
midway through the third, Stars' An-
drew Seminara closed the gap to 5-2. 
Lincs' winger Michael Elliston, with 
his team-leading 13th, completed the 
scoring on a powerplay in the final 
minute of play.

The teams had traded goals before 
the 10-minute mark of the opening 
frame, with Michael Levin scoring 
for St. Thomas and St. Marys centre 
Jacob Chantler tying it 1-1.

Lincolns showed their offensive 
depth as seven players picked up two 
points: Smith, Chantler, Elliston, Lee, 
Keleher, Chase MacQueen-Spence 
and Adam Barkley. Workhorse Mat-
teo Lalama made 42 saves for his 
11th win of the campaign.

"I think it took us a little while to 
catch up to St. Thomas' work eth-
ic, but once we did we were fine," 
coach Bradley said in his post-game 
summary. "After the first period, we 
started making more simple plays, 
and our plan was to get lots of pucks 
on net and use our size and skill in 

front of the net. And it worked.

"It was nice to see Smitty (Eric 
Smith) get a couple tonight, and our 
fourth line chipped in with two. Our 
powerplay is starting to heat up a lit-
tle bit, too, we got two with the man 
advantage."

The eighth-place Stars slipped to 
6-12-1-1 with the loss.

Lincolns 7 - Nationals 1

At the Western Fair complex last 
Wednesday, Lincolns handed the 
Nationals their first regulation-time 
loss on home ice and St. Marys 
moved to within three points of first-
place London in the process.

A couple of former Nats helped do the 
damage as veterans Jacob Chantler 
and Nathan Small both scored goals. 
Small finished the night with four 
points, while Chantler had two.

Chantler ended a 13-game goal-scor-
ing drought when the big centre 
opened the scoring at 13:13 of the 
first period. Defenceman Small made 
it 2-0 just over three minutes later 
with the teams playing four aside. It 
would stand up as the game winner.

After Nationals' Ryan Bowers con-
nected on a powerplay early in the 
middle frame, Lincs extended their 
lead to 4-1 on goals by Luca Spagno-
lo (his 10th) and Adrian Stubberfield 
before the 10-minute mark of the pe-
riod.

Lincolns held a 30-16 edge in shots 
over the first 40 minutes.

In the third, Lincs tacked on power-
play goals by defenceman Adam Bar-
kley at 8:38 and captain Ethan Lam-
oureux just under two minutes later. 
Lamoureux's goal was a beautiful ef-

fort and it was the 100th point of his 
Junior career. Owen Bruder complet-
ed the scoring with 1:46 left to play 
after a set-up by Jimmy Schiedel.

St. Marys out-shot London in every 
period and 43-25 overall. Lalama 
made 24 stops for the win. Fifteen 
different Lincolns picked up at least 
one point, with Michael Elliston and 
Jaden Lee also earning two points 
apiece.

It was easily the Nats' worst drub-
bing of the season. The convincing 
win was also a little pay-back as Nats 
had stung the Lincs 7-1 in their last 
visit to St. Marys on Oct. 21.

"We talked about being disciplined 
within the structure," coach Brad-
ley said when explaining his team's 
game plan. "For the most part, we did 
it. We moved the puck a lot better to-
night. We're happy; it was a big two 
points.

"London's at the top of the mountain 
right now, and we're trying to run 
up there. We understood it was a big 
game between two of the top teams. 
It was an exciting opportunity for the 
players to play in these big games. It 
was a challenge and we rose to the 
occasion tonight."

Busy stretch ahead: Lincolns have a 
busy stretch ahead with four games 
in a six-day stretch. They travel to 
Leamington this Thursday, and then 
host the Flyers on Friday at 7:30 p.m.

After a road game in Chatham Sun-
day, Lincs play the Komoka Kings 
at home on Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 7:30 
p.m. That game was originally slated 
for Friday, Nov. 25, but re-scheduled 
because of the Santa Claus parade in 
St. Marys.

Lincolns celebrate a goal by Eric Smith (17) in the last minute of the first period 
last Friday night at the PRC. The goal would stand up as the game winner. Other 
Lincs in the photo are: Owen Bruder (91), Grayden Strohack (23), Adam Barkley 
and Austin Keleher (77).  (Payton photo)

Veteran Michael Elliston (11) fights off a check from the Stars' Callum Snedden 
during last Friday night's game at the PRC. Lincolns erased an early 1-0 deficit 
with five straight goals and went on down St. Thomas 6-2. Lincs host Leamington 
Flyers this Friday.  (Payton photo)
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Workhorse Lalama improves personal record to 11-3-2
Lincs' netminder has made more starts than any other goalie in the GOJHL to date

SPORTS —

By Pat Payton

St. Marys Lincolns' goalie Matteo 
Lalama improved his personal re-
cord to 11-3-2 with back-to-back 
wins over London and St. Thomas 
last week. He is now 9-2 in his last 
11 starts.

The 20-year-old Lalama has start-
ed more games (16) than any other 
goaltender in the GOJHL to date. He 
has a 2.92 goals-against average and 
a .906 save percentage.

The St. Catharines native spent the 
previous two seasons in the OHL 
with Barrie Colts, and is now attend-
ing Western University.

Carter George, meanwhile, is 4-0 
with the Owen Sound Attack, with a 
2.22 G.A.A. The 16-year-old Thun-
der Bay native started the season 
with the Lincs, and then was recently 
called up by the Attack (12-6).

–This past Saturday, Lincolns' play-
ers were at River Valley G&CC to 
listen to a guest speaker, from Puck 
Support, on mental health and ad-
diction, with a focus on hockey.

On a related note, the GOJHL has 
partnered with Heroic Minds (Ben 
Fanelli, Registered Psychotherapist, 
former Kitchener Ranger) to offer a 
support system with an online plat-
form.

–Lincs held their annual Remem-
brance Day service prior to last Fri-
day night's home game against St. 
Thomas.

"On this special day, Remembrance 
Day, I realize we can never fully ap-
preciate the ultimate sacrifices made 

by Canadians for the sake of free-
dom and peace," said Lincolns' pub-
lic address announcer Jamie Hahn. 
"May we, as Canadians, never take 
this freedom for granted, but stand 
on guard to keep our country strong 
and free."

The ANAF, Unit 265 Colour Party, was 
on hand for the ceremony. It consist-
ed of Acting Sgt. At Arms Dave Ellis, 
ANAF vice-president Shaun O'Neil, 
first vice-president Charlie Albers, 
and George Hayes, a Veteran Peace 
Keeper.

Hayes also dropped the ceremoni-
al first puck between Lincs' captain 

Ethan Lamoureux and Stars' captain 
Nick Houben.

–St. Thomas Stars' coach Rob Coutts 
said his team has suffered from in-
consistency to date this season. After 
a hot start, Stars sit in eighth place 
with a 6-12-2-1 record.

"We didn't play very well at the 
Showcase Weekend (in late Septem-
ber) and it's lingered on a little bit," 
Coutts said before last Friday's game 
in St. Marys. "We've been in a lot of 
games, but the mental mistakes that 
we make seem to end up in our net. 
We've worked a lot in our own end, 
and we're trying to clear up the mis-

takes."

Coutts says he has "a mix" of young 
and older players.

"I think we have a good, hard-work-
ing group, with a lot of speed and 
some skill mixed in. But that stuff 
only matters when you apply it. We 
want consistency from our group, 
and we're slowly getting there.

"The team that is consistent, night 
in and night out, is going to have 
the best chance. That's really what 
it comes down to. For our team, we 
have to compete every night, and 
minimize the mistakes in our own 
end."

–Leamington Flyers have lost 
high-scoring forward Gavin Grund-
ner to the OHL's Guelph Storm. 
Grundner, who had 29 goals and 52 
points in 2021-22, had a strong play-
off series against the Lincolns last 
spring in the conference semi-finals.

LaSalle Vipers, meanwhile, recent-
ly acquired forward Ethan Martin, 
of Stratford, from the OHL Windsor 
Spitfires.

–Former Lincs' defenceman Jordan 
Daer (2019-22) is now a member of 
the Dorchester Jr. 'C' Dolphins. The 
20-year-old Londoner has two goals 
and seven points in 12 games.

–Lincolns will honour former St. 
Marys defenceman Tyler Bryson on 
Sunday, Jan. 22 before a home game 
against St. Thomas Stars, starting at 
7:30 p.m. Bryson played five seasons 
with the Lincs (2008-13). An Exeter 
native, he is now head coach of the 
Exeter Jr. 'C' Hawks.

Veteran Peace Keeper George Hayes dropped the ceremonial first puck between 
Stars' captain Nick Houben, left, and Lincolns' captain Ethan Lamoureux last 
Friday night at the PRC. Hayes was a member of the ANAF, Unit 265 Colour Party, 
which took part in Lincs' annual Remembrance Day service.  (Payton photo)
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Jr. Salukis battle hard in Huron-Perth hoops final
Warriors claim banner with 29-26 win; DCVI team off to WOSSAA this week

By Pat Payton

STRATFORD - This time, there was no magic 
ending for the DCVI Junior girls basketball team.

But the Salukis fought hard to the final buzzer in 
the Huron-Perth Conference championship game 
here last Wednesday at St. Michael Catholic S.S.

Twice, Tim O'Connor's squad pulled to within a 
point late in the fourth quarter. However, in the 
end, the host Warriors emerged with a 29-26 vic-
tory in a full and noisy gymnasium.

"My Salukis, I'm bursting with pride; two road 
games in the playoffs and they battled right to the 
final whistle," O'Connor said during the medal 
presentations.

"I don't think you could have asked for a more ex-
citing final," added St. Mikes coach Alex Blando.

The previous week in the conference semi-fi-
nals, the Jr. Salukis battled back from an early 
12-2 deficit to defeat the Golden Bears 18-17 in a 
thriller at Stratford District. DCVI's Abby Martin 
intercepted a pass and scored the winning basket 
with just 13 seconds left to play.

Hard-fought, intense final

Last Wednesday's H-P final was another hard-
fought, intense battle. The widest margin between 
the two teams was six points the entire game.

Salukis jumped out to an early 4-0 lead, but War-
riors were on top 6-4 at the end of the first quar-
ter and 10-6 at half-time. "Keep defending," were 
the two words coach O'Connor repeated the most 
to his players during time-outs.

The two sides came out shooting early in the sec-
ond half, and the game opened up offensively. 
St. Mikes extended its lead to 16-10 and 18-12, 
before a couple of back-to-back baskets by Eden 
Sinnett left DCVI trailing just 18-16. At the end 

of the third quarter, Warriors led 20-16. To that 
point, Sinnett had scored 14 of her team's 16 
points.

St. Mikes grabbed 22-16 and 24-18 leads early 
in the fourth period, but Salukis refused to quit. 
Baskets by Sinnett and Charlee Pickering and a 
free throw by Abby Martin left St. Marys down 
24-23 with less than two minutes to play.

After Warriors went up 26-23, another basket 
by Sinnett brought the visitors to within a sin-
gle point again, 26-25, as the clock ticked under a 
minute. However, the home team scored on their 
next possession, and the basket gave St. Mikes 
a three-point cushion (28-25) again. The teams 
exchanged free throws in the final 30 seconds to 
complete the scoring.

Sinnett, in possibly her best game as a Junior, 
fired a game-high 18 points for the Salukis. Pick-
ering added four points and lots of rebounds at 
both ends of the court.

The two best Warriors were Liv Leppington and 
Katie Antonio. Leppington had 13 points and An-
tonio seven more.

"We battled hard; I'm very proud of the girls, great 
kids," coach O'Connor told the Independent. "We 
didn't quite get the rebounding we needed today, 
that hurt us in the fourth quarter. But the effort 
was fabulous.

"That's sports; you get some wins and you get 
some losses. The girls are upset today, but they're 
upset because they care and they played hard. We 
still have WOSSAA to get ready for, and we're ex-
cited about that," he added.

Notes:

–Coach Tim O'Connor and assistant Kelsey Lau-
ersen have done a great job with the DCVI Ju-

niors this season.

–WOSSAA 'A' for the Jr. Salukis is Wednesday, 
Nov. 16 at Holy Cross in Strathroy. The four teams 
competing are: St. Marys, Holy Cross, Woodstock 
C.l. and North Middlesex.

–In the H-P Senior girls final last Wednesday, 
first-place St. Mikes defeated the visiting F.E. 
Madill Mustangs from Wingham, 46-33. Warriors, 
who are hosting OFSAA 'AA' this year, are unde-
feated to date.

Eden Sinnett, of the Junior Salukis, looks for an open teammate during last 
Wednesday's Huron-Perth Conference basketball final at Stratford St. Mikes. Sin-
nett played a strong game, leading St. Marys with a game-high 18 points.  (Payton 
photo)

Salukis' Abby Martin has her game face on as she brings the ball up court against 
St. Mikes last Wednesday. Warriors emerged with a hard-fought 29-26 win. The 
Jr. Salukis are in Strathroy this Wednesday, Nov. 16 for the WOSSAA 'A' tourney.  
(Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
Senior boys volleyball team punches ticket to WOSSAA
Conference playoffs held last week in Stratford

By Pat Payton

The DCVI Senior boys volleyball 
team punched their ticket to the 
WOSSAA 'A' tournament with a 
thrilling, five-set victory over the F.E. 
Madill Mustangs from Wingham last 
Thursday at the collegiate.

Steve Chateauvert's squad played 
some of their most inspired volley-
ball of the season, working hard to 
keep every ball in the air and transi-
tioning to a strong attack. Setter Wil 
Boreham led the Salukis in face digs, 
and also in assists as he distributed 
the ball effectively to his teammates. 

RJ Martin found his serve at a crucial 
time in the season and scored some 

big points in the middle, while Kaden 
Einwechter stepped up as an effec-
tive alternative on the right side. Ar-
thur Douglas found his hitting stride 
and Owen Littlejohn had some big 
swings from the left side as well. 

The DCVI Seniors travel to London 
this Wednesday (Nov. 16) to compete 
for a chance at OFSAA.

Huron-Perth playoff results

The Senior Salukis were eliminated 
in the Huron-Perth semi-finals last 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 at the Stratford Agri-
plex.

Stratford District Golden Bears took 
the match, 25-17, 25-21 and 25-18. 

Golden Bears advanced to the con-
ference final Thursday against Strat-
ford St. Mikes. Warriors won in a 
sweep: 25-20, 25-18 and 25-23.

The Junior Salukis faced F.E. Madill 
in the quarter-finals last Tuesday. 
They played well, but lost the match 
three games to one.

Mustangs took the first set 27-25 and 
the second set 25-16. In the third set, 
Salukis played their best volleyball, 
jumping out to 8-2, 11-3 and 15-5 
leads. Madill closed the gap to 22-14, 
before DCVI put it away, 25-15.

The fourth set was very close as Sa-
lukis battled to stay alive. It was 10-
10 early before Mustangs grabbed an 

18-12 lead. St. Marys closed to 22-
20, 23-21 and 24-22, before Madill 
claimed a hard-fought 25-22 win.

"I was glad we went out fighting af-
ter being down 2-0," DCVI coach Ian 
Moore told the Independent.

Standouts for the Salukis included: 
Trevor Aarts, Chase McDougall, Oli-
ver Black, Simon Taylor, Cyler Pick-
ering, Adam Turner and Trevor Rich-
ardson. Turner, in particular, scram-
bled to keep a lot of balls in play.

Stratford District swept Goderich Vi-
kings 3-0 in the Junior conference 
final Thursday. The scores were: 25-
15, 25-21 and 25-22.

Cyler Pickering serves for the Junior Salukis during 
a Huron-Perth quarter-final volleyball match against 
the F.E. Madill Mustangs last Tuesday in Stratford. 

Ready for serve. Arthur Douglas (11), RJ Martin (17 and Jack Switzer (15), of the Senior Salukis, wait for a 
serve from the Stratford District Golden Bears. The Huron-Perth Conference semi-final playoff match was 
played last Tuesday at the Stratford Agri-plex.  (Payton photos)
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SPORTS —
Three-goal first period propels Firefighters U13 'B' team
Home Hardware U15 'C' girls squad undefeated and in first place

By Pat Payton

A strong start was key for the Fire-
fighters U13 'B' boys team last 
Wednesday night at the PRC.

Bob Davis's squad built a 3-0 lead en 
route to a 4-2 Shamrock League vic-
tory over the Strathryoy Jr. Rockets.

Scoring for St. Marys in the first pe-
riod were Landon McDonald, Ryder 
Blight and Luke Showers. Hustling 
centre Graeme Froud, the Rock's 
captain, assisted on two of the goals. 
Showers' tally would stand up as the 
game winner.

Rockets scored the only goal of the 
second period, and then closed the 
gap to 3-2 in the opening minute of 
the third. However, Firefighters re-
sponded quickly as McDonald scored 
his second of the night on the next 
shift.

A couple of big saves by goalie 
Landon Lichti helped protect the 
two-goal St. Marys lead in the final 
frame. Strathroy pulled its goalie for 
an extra attacker twice in the last two 
minutes, but didn't seriously threat-
en.

Team continues to improve

Following the game, Firefighters' 
coach Bob Davis said he was pleased 
with his team's effort and the win.

"I thought we played an excellent 
offensive game," Davis said. "We've 
been working on playing better po-
sitional hockey in both ends. They 
are finally starting to gel in this area. 

Wednesday night, the boys played 
with heart and that was the piece we 
have been missing.

"Lichti was strong between the pipes 
and let us keep our momentum go-
ing. The team has come a long way in 
the last month."

The U13 'B' team hosts Dorchester 
Dragons on Wednesday, Nov. 16 at 6 
p.m. Davis and company then trav-
el to Belmont on Saturday for a 3 
o'clock face-off.

In other SHL action last Wednesday, 
the ANAF U15 'B' boys team blanked 
visiting Strathroy 2-0 to remain un-
defeated in league play. Hayden 
Wright and Evan Ballantyne scored 
for St. Marys, and goalie Reid Taylor 
earned the shutout.

Gord Cookson's squad is now 5-0-1 
in the Shamrock standings, and have 
allowed only seven goals against in 
six 'B' games.

In two other games on Nov. 9, the So-
cial Thirty-One Restaurant U11 'B' 
boys team tied St. Thomas Jr. Stars 
3-3, while the Cement U18 'B' boys 
team lost 6-1 to Strathroy.

U15 'C' girls in first place

In the past week, the U15 'C' girls 
team – sponsored by Sam's Home 
Hardware – defeated the Central 
Perth Predators 4-1 and the South 
Huron Sabres 5-1 and 6-1.

The three wins put Nathan Brown's 
squad in first place in the North-East 
division with an undefeated 7-0-1 re-

cord. In eight league games, the Rock 
has scored 32 goals and allowed only 
seven against.

At a 'B' tournament in Fergus and 
Arthur over the Nov. 4-6 weekend, 
the U15 girls reached the champion-

ship game. After a 0-0 tie, a 1-1 tie 
and a 5-1 victory in round-robin play, 
the Rock blanked West Oxford Infer-
no 3-0 in the semi-finals. In the final, 
St. Marys lost 2-0 to the Grand River 
Mustangs.

Forward Ryder Blight (16) celebrates his first-period goal for the Firefighter U13 
'B' team last Wednesday night at the PRC. The Blight tally gave the Rock a 2-0 
lead and they went on to double the Strathroy Jr. Rockets 4-2 in Shamrock League 
action.  (Payton photo)

Firefighters U13 'B' team captain Graeme Froud (8) leads a rush for his team last 
Wednesday night at the PRC. Froud and his teammates had a strong game against 
their Strathroy Jr. Rocket counterparts. Coach Davis says his team continues to 
improve.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —

By Pat Payton

UXBRIDGE - At the 2022 OF-
SAA cross-country running 
championships held here at the 
Dagmar Ski Resort on Satur-
day, Nov. 5, three DCVI runners 
proved that having trained on 
hills in St. Marys is beneficial to 
success.

All of the boys climbed four to 
six steep hills, but the monster 
of all hills was on the Senior 
6-kilometre course. The hill 
was the length of the "Hearn's 
hill" in town, but much steeper, 
Salukis' coach Annette Wrigley 
noted.

With many hill practices un-
der his belt, Senior athlete 
Ezra Bender chased his oppo-
nents up the hill with much en-
couragement from family and 
friends, but a week-long illness 
prevented him from continuing 
and he had to finish his race at 
the top of that hill. It was an un-
fortunate end to his OFSAA day, 
but a smart one for his health.

Myles Clinton, meanwhile, ran 
his 5 k.m. Junior boys race be-
tween hockey games. The Sa-
luki placed 91st out of almost 
250 athletes, with a solid sprint 
to the finish line. His time was 
18:27.82 minutes.

Jonah Lariviere, of St. Marys, 
placed 26th in the Junior boys 
event. The time for the Stratford 
St. Mikes runner was 17:27.07.

Dingman finishes strong

DCVI's Kaleb Dingman ran a 
gritty 4 k.m. course in the Nov-
ice boys category. He was deter-
mined to push himself outside 
of his comfort zone, coach Wrig-
ley reported.

In the first lap, Dingman held 
24th position, but in the final 
kilometre the runner's high 
kicked in and he pushed past 11 
more runners to claim 13th out 
of over 250 of the best runners 
in the province. His time was 
14:50.41.

Strong defensive play sparks ANAF U15 'B' boys team

DCVI's Kaleb Dingman finishes 13th in Novice boys race

Rock brings home gold, goes undefeated at recent Strathroy Olympics tourney

At recent OFSAA cross-country running championships in Uxbridge

By Pat Payton

STRATHROY - Strong team defen-
sive play certainly took the spotlight 
for the ANAF U15 'B' boys hockey 
team here at the annual Strathroy 
Olympics tournament, Nov. 4-6.

Gord Cookson's squad went a perfect 
5-0, and out-scored their opponents 
20-3 in four round-robin games 
leading up to the final.

The Rock opened the weekend with 
a convincing 10-1 victory over the 
Mitchell Meteors. After a close 2-1 
win over the Ayr Flames, the ANAF 
crew defeated the South Huron Sa-
bres 4-1 and Mid-Huron Huskies 
(BCH) 4-0 to complete round-robin 
play.

In the championship final at Gem-
ini Sportsplex, St. Marys defeated 
the host Strathroy Jr. Rockets 3-1 to 
claim the gold medals.

"We do a good job of limiting the oth-
er team's chances," coach Cookson 
reported. "We had a good team effort 
overall in Strathroy."

The U15 'B' team recently improved 
its Shamrock record to 5-0-1 with a 
2-0 home-ice victory over Strathroy 
on Nov. 9. The Rock will also face a 
good SHL opponent this week. They 
host Dorchester (6-0) on Wednesday, 
Nov. 16 at 7:15 p.m., and then travel 

to Dorchester on Sunday, Nov. 20 to 
meet the Dragons at 6:30 p.m.

U16 'A' team semi-finalists in 
Woodstock

At the Woodstock Regional Silver 
Stick tournament Nov. 4-6, the Le-
gion U16 'A' boys team reached the 
semi-finals before being sidelined.

Dan Schiedel's squad opened with a 
2-1 win over the Burlington Eagles 
on the Friday night. On the Satur-
day, the Rock tied Cambridge Hawks 
3-3 and Woodstock Jr. Navy-Vets 3-3. 
In the Cambridge game, they fought 
back from an early 3-1 deficit.

In the Woodstock game, St. Marys 

held a 3-2 lead, but Woodstock 
scored with 15 seconds remaining 
to play–and their goalie pulled for 
a sixth attacker–to send the contest 
into overtime. Five minutes of extra 
time solved nothing, and it was left 
as a tie. "That was a really exciting 
game; it was back and forth," coach 
Schiedel reported.

It left the Rock in second place in 
their division.

In the semi-finals Sunday, the Le-
gion crew lost 4-1 to Brantford 99ers, 
the eventual champions, in a well-
played game. St. Marys trailed just 
2-1 in the third period, and had a 
couple of quality chances, before the 
99ers scored with about six minutes 
remaining, and then tacked on an 
empty-netter.

"I think we kind of ran out of gas, but 
the guys gave it everything that they 
had and we were proud of them," 
Schiedel said. "We'll learn from it 
and keep pushing forward.

"Brantford are a pretty deep team. 
They went undefeated and seemed 
to be the best team," he added.

Brantford went on to blank Cam-
bridge 3-0 in the final, and the 99ers 
will advance to the International Sil-
ver Stick event in Newmarket in Jan-
uary.

Gold medalists! The ANAF U15 'B' boys team went a perfect 5-0 and captured 
the annual Strathroy Olympics tournament on the Nov. 4-6 weekend. The Rock 
out-scored their opponents 20-3 in the first four round-robin games, and then de-
feated Strathroy 3-1 in the final. The St. Marys U15 'B' squad is coached by Gord 
Cookson and staff.  (Contributed)

Salukis' Kaleb Dingman finished strong and 
placed 13th overall in the 4 k.m. Novice boys 
race at the OFSAA cross-country champion-
ships in Uxbridge on Nov. 5.  (Contributed)

Jonah Lariviere, of St. Marys, placed 26th over-
all in the 5 k.m. Junior boys division at OFSAA 
Nov. 5 in Uxbridge. Lariviere is a student-ath-
lete at Stratford St. Mikes.  (Contributed)
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SPORTS —
Former Salukis playing university and college sports

2022 will mark end of an era

'It speaks a lot about our coaches at the high school': St. Marys parent

Pat Payton to retire; Spencer Seymour to take over sports

By Pat Payton

St. Marys DCVI has produced a lot of 
great athletes over the years.

And many former Salukis have gone 
on to play a variety of sports at the 
post-secondary school level. This sea-
son is no exception.

Freshman student Owen Wrigley ran 
cross-country for Sarnia's Lambton 
College. The OCAA provincial cham-
pionships were recently held just 
northwest of Thunder Bay and Wrig-
ley finished 18th overall – earning 
him a spot at the CCAA nationals on 
the Nov. 11-12 weekend in Medicine 
Hat, Alta. A Lions' teammate on the 
Lambton cross-country team is Curtis 
Taylor.

Owen is the son of Rob and Annette 
Wrigley, of St. Marys, and Curtis is the 
son of Ryan and Marcie Taylor.

Duncan Massie, a second-year stu-
dent at Conestoga College, is playing 
for the men's school volleyball team. 
The Condors' OCAA season is just 
starting. Duncan is the son of Mike 
and Connie Massie, of Lakeside.

Thomas Wrigley is beginning his 
third season of volleyball at Nipissing 
University in North Bay. The Lakers' 
season is just getting started as well. 
Thomas is also the son of Rob and 
Annette Wrigley.

Jack Thorup is also attending Lamb-
ton College, and the freshman is play-
ing for the Lions men's basketball 

team. Their season is also just start-
ing. Thorup, the son of Ken and Tanya 
Thorup, was a standout on his DCVI 
teams last season.

Tournament in Alabama

Thorup's older sister Abbey is attend-
ing Loyola Marymount University in 
west Los Angeles on a beach volley-
ball scholarship. She is starting her 
second season with the NCAA Lions 
after a great freshman year.

Thorup was recently selected to take 
part in a new program. The inaugural 

pairs championship, called the AVCA 
Fall Collegiate Beach Championships, 
was held in Huntsville, Alabama on 
the Nov. 4-6 weekend. The women's 
side of the tournament consisted of 
64 pairs teams. The facility features 
10 to 12 courts.

Loyola Marymount sent two teams to 
Alabama, including the duo of Thorup 
and playing partner Jacinda Ramirez. 
The matches were best-of-five sets. 
Thorup and Ramirez finished as the 
top pair from Loyola Marymount, 

placing 18th out of 64 teams.

Skiing for Carleton

Jake Littlejohn, another DCVI grad 
and multi-sport athlete, is attending 
Carleton University in Ottawa. The 
freshman will be Nordic skiing this 
winter for the Ravens. Following the 
2021-22 season, Littlejohn and Lydia 
Taylor shared the prestigious Gradu-
ating Athlete Award at DCVI.

Jake is the son of Mac and Mary Jane 
Littlejohn, of Uniondale.

Ethan Aarts recently competed at the 
OUA cross-country running champi-
onships in London for Nipissing Uni-
versity. Aarts is also a member of the 
school's Nordic ski team, along with 
Joe Hutton, another former Saluki.

Ethan is the son of Mike and Joan 
Aarts, of Uniondale, and Joe is the 
son of Steve and Stephanie Hutton, of 
Medina.

Alex Humphrys, of St. Marys, played 
softball for Mohawk College in Ham-
ilton this fall. She is the daughter of 
Matt Humphrys and Melissa Near.

"I think it's exciting that so many local 
kids are doing post-secondary athlet-
ics," a St. Marys parent told the In-
dependent. "It speaks a lot about our 
coaches at the high school, and how 
dedicated they are and how well-pre-
pared the kids are to move on to this 
level."

By Stewart Grant

After 40 years covering the sports 
scene in St. Marys, legendary report-
er Pat Payton plans to retire at the 
end of this year.

In an era where so many communi-
ties have seen their local news and 
sports coverage dwindle signifi-
cantly, St. Marys newspaper readers 
have been fortunate enough to have 
had uninterrupted and meaningful 
weekly reporting from Mr. Payton 
ever since he was first hired on by 
his hometown publication, the Jour-
nal-Argus, in January of 1983.

It didn’t take long for Pat to build the 
Journal-Argus’ sports section into 
one of the best in the country, and he 
has deservingly received many in-
dustry awards for his coverage over 
the years.

Just like so many kids growing up in 
St. Marys over the past 40 years, I 
still have clippings from back in the 

day when it was such a thrill to “be 
in the paper”, whether it was from 
soccer, hockey, or whatever sport. Pat 
Payton was there.

When I bought the Independent 
newspaper in 2014, we did not have 
a sports section and I didn’t change 
that, except for our basic ‘Team of 
the Week’ feature. “Nobody does 
sports better than Pat Payton,” I said 
at the time. “Read your sports in the 
Journal-Argus.”       

This continued to be the case until 
late 2017 when the Journal-Argus, 
along with many other community 
newspapers, was abruptly and cold-
ly closed following a transaction be-
tween media giants Postmedia and 
Metroland.

Within a week, Pat and I were in 
touch, and it wasn’t much longer be-
fore he was back in the saddle, doing 
what he loved to do but now working 
for the Independent.

Earlier this year, Pat turned 67 years 
old, and has been debating on when 
the right time would be to step down. 
I know that it hasn’t been an easy 
decision for him, but like another 
“Great One” in the sports industry, I 
think he’s going out on top and with 
plenty left to give in whatever capac-
ity he chooses. I also know that Pat 
and Laura enjoy traveling and will 
have increased opportunity to do 
that in the future. At the same time, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he continues 
to pop up from time to time on the 
sports scene. 

I think something that made Pat’s 
decision easier was knowing that the 
St. Marys sports section is in good 
hands. Over the past few years, Pat 
has gotten to know Spencer Seymour 
quite well from their time together 
with the St. Marys Lincolns: Pat as 
sports reporter, and Spencer as radio 
broadcaster. Both have been mem-
bers of the Board of Directors with 

the club, and both have an undeni-
able passion for sports.

Upon Pat’s decision, it was very 
quickly determined that Spencer 
would be the appropriate choice to 
step into the lead sports reporter 
role. Over the past number of weeks, 
Spencer has been learning from Pat, 
and will surely incorporate some 
new ideas of his own. 

Both Pat and I are confident that St. 
Marys sports is in good hands with 
Spencer, who will take over the sports 
section full-time on January 1st. In 
the new year, sports tips can be sent 
to Spencer at spencer.seymour88@
gmail.com or cell 519-859-1049.

In the meantime, I wanted to get this 
announcement out to the public to 
give time for people to absorb and 
react to the news, and to give folks an 
opportunity to thank Pat for his in-
credible years of service to the com-
munity over the past four decades.

Abbey Thorup, of St. Marys, right, was recently selected to represent Loyola Ma-
rymount University in the inaugural pairs championship, called the AVCA Fall 
Collegiate Beach Championships. They were held in Huntsville, Alabama on the 
Nov. 4-6 weekend. Thorup and her player partner Jacinda Ramirez finished 18th 
out of 64 women's teams.  (Photo courtesy of Loyola Marymount)
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FARM LANDS FOR SALE 
BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH

Property: Lot 17, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be 
Retained on the sketch below.
Municipal Address: 4664 Line 26, Perth South
Total of 100 acres, approx. 90 workable acres (more or less), systematically 
tiled, 9 acres of bush.
The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be 
Severed on the sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. 
The buyer must qualify for the severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules. 

Property: Part of Lot 19, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the 
Area to be Retained on the sketch below.
Municipal Address: 4742 Line 26, Perth South
Total of 90 acres, approx. 63 workable acres (more or less), systematically 
tiled, 26 acres of bush.
The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be 
Severed on the sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. 
The buyer must qualify for the severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules. 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 11, 2023. 
Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

6 Wellington Street
Stratford, ON N5A 6W3

FARM S FOR SALE BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH
Property: Lot 17, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be Retained 
sketch below. 
 

Municipal Address: 4664 Line 26, Perth South 
 

Total of 100 acres, approx. 90 workable acres (more or less), systematically tiled, 9 acres of bush
 

The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be Severed 
sketch below. The Severed Lands will be retained by the seller. The buyer must qualify for th
severance under the Perth County surplus farm 
dwelling severance rules.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

 

 
Property: Part of Lot 19, Concession 6, Downie, Perth South shown as the Area to be Retained 
on the sketch below. 
 

Municipal Address: 4742 Line 26, Perth South 
 

Total of  acres, approx. 63 workable acres (more or less), systematically tiled, 26 acres of bush.
 

The sale is conditional on a severance of the lands shown as the Area to be Severed 

severance under the Perth County surplus farm dwelling severance rules.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For tender forms contact: Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
 Attention:  Andrew Phillips 

, P. O. Box 846    154B Ontario Road, P. O. Box 608 
      Mitchell, ON N0K 1N0 

Phone:   519-271-6770 ext. 2226     Phone: 519-348-8112 
Email:  phillips@stratfordlawyers.com    Email:  phillips@stratfordlawyers.com 
 

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISEAVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISE  
WITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAMWITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAM

OCTOBER 14-26, 2023OCTOBER 14-26, 2023

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

BOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSONBOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSON

www.mcnaintv.com

5656 Line 34, Mitchell • 519-348-8967
(HWY 8, Just east of Mitchell)

*FREE LOCAL DELIVERY IS WITHIN 30 KM OF MITCHELL

LOCAL DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY INCLUDED!LOCAL DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY INCLUDED!

Proudly ServingProudly Serving

62 Years!62 Years!
MITCHELL & AREA FOR OVERMITCHELL & AREA FOR OVER

PROVIDING QUALITY BRANDPROVIDING QUALITY BRAND
NAME PRODUCTS FOR NAME PRODUCTS FOR 

YOUR HOME & BUSINESSYOUR HOME & BUSINESS

PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL &PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONSCOMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS

WE PRICE MATCH!WE PRICE MATCH!
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COMMUNITY —
Scott Graham celebrates his 70 years in St. Marys

It was a celebration all around at the St. Marys Legion on Saturday, when long time local celebrity Scott Graham celebrated his 70th birthday. Hockey star, St. Marys 
Lincoln coach, Beef producer, Egg farmer, chair of the Egg Farmers of Ontario are among the many organizations that Graham has represented over the years. Many 
friends and family gathered to wish the family man and father of 3 all the best. Pictured above are Scott Graham and his family.  (Gary West photos)



Thursday, November 17, 2022 21St. Marys Independent

St. Marys is  
merry and bright!

Downtown Merchants' Open House 
Friday, Nov. 18 to Sunday, Nov. 20
Enjoy three days of savings, promotions and seasonal fun in our downtown,  
including carollers, carriage rides, a farmers’ market and Mr. and Mrs. Claus!

WinterLights at Milt Dunnell Field 
Friday, Nov. 18 to Sunday, Jan. 1
Take in more than 100 seasonal displays on foot or by vehicle nightly from 5 to 11 p.m. 
Donations always appreciated at Waving Santa!

St. Marys Craft Show 
Saturday, Nov. 19
With more than 50 local artisans, there’s something for everyone at this  
Pyramid Recreation Centre show! Drop in between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Lunch available.

Kinsmen Club of St. Marys Santa Claus Parade 
Friday, Nov. 25
Santa Claus officially comes to town during this charming traditional parade, 
departing from the Pyramid Recreation at 7 p.m.

Giving Tuesday  
Tuesday, Nov. 29
Join this national movement to give back with many local businesses and organizations! 

St. Marys Museum Open House 
Sunday, Dec. 4
Visit the St. Marys Museum for children’s crafts, festive treats, and tours 
between 2 and 4 p.m. Free admission, donations always appreciated.

Free Public Skating and Swimming 
Various dates and times
Enjoy a festive skate or swim at the Pyramid Centre! Thank you to the Downie Optimist Club 
and Petals and Foliage for their sponsorships! Pre-registration required.

Find holiday cheer right here:

Learn more at discoverstmarys.ca/happyholidays

tourism@town.stmarys.on.ca
519-284-2340, ext. 272

Festive fun at the  
Friendship Centre

Holiday Paint Night 
Wednesday, Nov. 23
Paint a winter scene at 6:30 p.m. 
Registration deadline Nov. 18. 

Drive-Thru/Delivered 
Christmas  Lunch
Wednesday, Dec. 7 
Registration deadline Nov. 18.

In-person Holiday Social 
Friday, Dec. 16
Enjoy seasonal fun from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Registration required.

Christmas movie 
on the big screen
Wednesday, Dec. 22
Popcorn and a festive film at 1 p.m.!
Registration required.

Please preregister and prepay for 
events via ActiveNet or by  

calling 519-284-3272. 

Clip and save me!
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Baby Faces of 2022
Baby’s Name___________________________________________________

Male or Female _______________  Date of Birth___________________ 

Place of Birth __________________________________________________

Weight (birth) _______________ Weight (now)____________________

Parent(s) Name ________________________________________________

Siblings (Name[s] & Age) _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Grandparents __________________________________________________

What I Liked best about 2022: (a reply your baby might make) 

_________________________________________________________________

  ONLY $49.99 + HST

EMAIL YOUR PHOTO TO INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM 
BY DEC 15TH AND SEE YOUR LITTLE ONE IN OUR DEC 29TH 

YEAR IN REVIEW EDITION.

Vitalux
Advanced Healthy Eye Vitamins 
Select Types 50, 60

SALE STARTS THURSDAY! OFFERS VALID NOVEMBER 17 - 23, 2022

5 99

Voltaren 
Emulgel Back & Muscle,
Extra Strength, 100g - 150g

11 99

10 99

Cold, Flu, Sinus Medication
Select Types 20, 24

St. Marys Clicks November contest winners

The November winner for the theme of 'mushroom/fungi' is Darlene McBride with 'Three's a crowd' (above left) and the runner up is Margaret Herlick with 'Umbrel-
las' (above right). The next St. Marys Clicks meeting is Thursday, December 1st at the St. Marys Presbyterian Church Boardroom (downstairs), 147 Widder St. East. 
Guests are always welcome!  (Contributed photo)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 
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Sasidharan
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Forte2023 Kia Seltos 2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend

Rewards

CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM
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???
???

Living Wage Week in Ontario runs Nov. 14–18 and 
United Way Perth-Huron’s (UWPH) Social Re-
search & Planning Council (SRPC) is announcing 
the new living wage of $20.70 an hour, up from 
$17.95 just one year ago.

“More than ever, it’s important that communities 
engage in a discussion around the concept of a 
living wage,” says Kristin Crane, director of Social 
Research & Planning. “As we’re seeing, prices are 
increasing across the board. That means workers 
need to earn more to keep pace with economic 
pressures and to thrive, not just survive. The living 
wage reflects the realities of living in a commu-
nity much better than a minimum wage does. For 
workers in our region, if they’re relying on a job 
paying minimum wage, a person would be short 
about $728 per month as far as covering expenses. 
That’s a huge gap, and why the living wage is so 
important.”

Based on a 35-hour work week, the Perth-Huron 
living wage was calculated using local data and 
considered the living expenses of a weighted av-
erage of family types including a family of four, a 
single mother supporting a seven-year-old child 
and a single adult, once government transfers and 
deductions were taken into account. Everyday ex-
penses in the calculation included food, housing, 
utilities, clothing, childcare and transportation. 
For more information about Perth-Huron’s living 
wage, visit perthhuron.unitedway.ca.

“We also understand that businesses face obsta-
cles in the current climate,” added Crane. “It’s a 
struggle for many, so the idea of paying employees 
more when there are so many pressures may seem 
counterintuitive. But when we talk with organiza-
tions that have certified we’re hearing a living wage 

helps reduce turnover and improves recruitment 
and productivity thanks to higher morale and less 
fatigue because workers don’t need multiple jobs 
to make ends meet. So on a very practical level, a 
living wage is improving the outlook for employers 
even if it initially seems like a difficult transition 
to make.” 

“In the end, this is another facet of helping make 
sure there’s a brighter future waiting for all mem-
bers of our community,” added UWPH Executive 
Director Ryan Erb. “Poverty is the larger issue 
that informs so many others, from homelessness 
to mental health challenges to intimate partner vi-
olence. That’s why UWPH wants to keep the liv-
ing wage at the top of people’s minds. If we want 
a better, fairer, and more welcoming community, 
the living wage is another tool in our toolbox to 
use to make sure that as we continue to build back, 
it’s equitable and inclusive for all our community 
members.”

About the Social Research & Planning Council

The SRPC is operated by UWPH and includes 
community volunteers dedicated to increasing 
well-being through the collection, analysis and 
distribution of information related to local social 
justice issues including poverty reduction, in-
come security, community safety and well-being, 
housing and homelessness, mental health and ad-
dictions and equity, diversity and inclusion. The 
SRPC’s research and advocacy helps UWPH better 
understand root causes of local issues and mobi-
lize the community to create effective, innovative 
solutions. To read more about the SRPC’s research, 
visit  perthhuron.unitedway.ca/research. For a 
source of current, locally sourced insights into the 
well-being of Perth-Huron, visit myPerthHuron.ca.

Social Research & Planning Council 
announces new living wage

Christmas Tree
BLOWOUT SALE

NOW 
50% OFF!

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

In-Store ONLY!

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – See Page 29
Friday, November 18
- Merchants Open House – 9 am to 8 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw – 6 pm
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale at 84 Water St S and 147 Queen St – 6 to 9 pm
- WinterLights illuminated at Milt Dunnell Field – 7 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Leamington Flyers at the PRC – 7:30 pm
- SMCP opening night of Ghost Island Light at the Town Hall theatre – 8 pm
Saturday, November 19
- Merchants Open House – 9 am to 5 pm
- Christmas Craft Show at the PRC – 9 am to 3 pm
- Free pictures with Santa at Huron Tractor, Exeter & Thamesford – 9 to 11 am
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale at 84 Water St S and 147 Queen St                   
10 am to 5 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- SMCP performance of Ghost Island Light at the Town Hall theatre – 8 pm
Sunday, November 20
- Merchants Open House – Noon to 5 pm
- Christmas Craft Show at the St. Marys Legion – 11 am to 3 pm
- St. Marys Farmers Market at the Town Hall – Noon to 3 pm
- Stonetown Arts art show & sale at 84 Water St S and 147 Queen St                  
Noon to 4 pm
- SMCP matinee performance of Ghost Island Light at the Town Hall theatre        
2 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at Chatham Memorial Arena – 7 pm
Monday, November 21
- Community Dinner at the St. Marys United Church – 5 pm, Sponsored by Town 
Council Admission is free but donations are greatly appreciated
Tuesday, November 22
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Thursday, November 24
- ANAF NFL Turkey Dinner day
- SMCP performance of Ghost Island Light at the Town Hall theatre – 8 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD
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Are You A Newcomer To
The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome Package 
for you to pick up at the library!

• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

The above newspaper clipping was submitted to the Independent by John & Shirley Near.  It features John's 
3 uncles and aunt from one St. Marys family that served in World War II.  We believe this was published in 
1944.  The caption read as follows:

The family of Mrs. Casper Near, Water St. South, is well represented in the armed forces of Canada.  
The three brothers and sister wearing the King's colors were all born in St. Marys and attended Public 
School and Collegiate Institute.  Morris enlisted with the Perths over five year ago, away back in Octo-
ber, 1939.  He is in the fighting lines in Italy with the same unit.  His younger brother, Leonard, who en-
listed on May 5, 1941, on his eighteenth birthday, is with Morris and the Perths in the Italian campaign.  

Ronald is an "AB" with the R.C.N.V.R.  He is now stationed at the Pacific Coast after having had two 
voyages to the Orient.

Wren Kathleen Near, enlisted in the W.R.C.N.S. on Sept. 9, 1943.  She is a Writer, stationed at Ottawa.

Earl, a younger member of the family, now attending Collegiate Institute, is a member of St. Marys Com-
pany of the Royal Canadian Cadets.

In conversation with John, we were pleased to hear that all members of his family returned home safely 
after the war's end.

The Nears of St. Marys Independent 
Shorts
By Stewart Grant

New Dentist Office coming to town

According to the signs on the window, the vacant 
store location at 153 Queen Street East (between 
St. Marys Optometry and Hubbard Pharmacy) 
will soon be home to St. Marys’ third dentist of-
fice, currently dubbed St. Mary’s Family Dentistry. 
The Independent is in the process of reaching out 
to the owner for more information, and to talk to 
them about that apostrophe. 

Responding to Domestic Violence in Perth County

Next Wednesday, November 23, from 7-9 p.m., 
The Local Community Food Centre at 612 Erie 
Street in Stratford will host the launch of the lo-
cally-made Domestic Violence Training Video, 
“Supporting Survivors: Responding to Domestic 
Violence in Perth County”. The video includes 
personal stories from survivors of abuse along-
side local professional experts in intimate part-
ner violence. It illustrates that intimate partner 
violence does happen at home here in Perth 
County and that there are active steps everyone 
can take to better support survivors. November is 
Women’s Abuse Prevention Month. 

Earth: Population 8 billion

Yesterday, November 15, was estimated to be the 
day in which Earth’s current human population 
surpassed 8,000,000,000. Many of us will recall 
the world reaching previous “billion” milestones 
in the past. Seven billion was reached 12 years 
ago, in 2010. Twelve years before that, in 1998, 
Earth surpassed the 6 billion level. In 1987, the 
human population reached 5 billion, and in 1974, 
it was half of today’s total as 4 billion humans 
roamed the planet. The world’s human popula-
tion has quadrupled in the 95 years since 1927 
when the two billion level was reached and has 
grown eight-fold since 1804 when the milestone 
of one billion humans was noted.
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Thomas Boy Guest, Part Three

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

When St. Marys became an incorporated town in 
1864, the years ahead held the promise of prosper-
ity for the community and also for its first mayor, 
Thomas Boy Guest. Although he had campaigned 
hard to become mayor, Guest held that position for 
only one year. Through the mid-1860s, as the col-
onies of British North America drew closer to the 
agreement that would unite them as one country, 
T. B. Guest envisioned himself representing this 
electoral district in the first Canadian parliament 
following Confederation. Turning from municipal 
government in 1865, he began to work to secure 
his dominant position in Perth County’s Conserva-
tive Party. He would have two years to work for the 
nomination before the first federal election. 

Guest was certainly well-known in St. Marys and 
beyond. Not only had he been involved in local and 
county politics, he belonged to the militia and was 
an officer in the St. Marys Company of the 28th 
Regiment (Perth Infantry.) As a merchant, a farm-
er and a banker, he had contacts throughout the 
area. He was from a family of seven brothers, four 
of whom were living in St. Marys, involved in busi-
ness ventures and all mutually supportive. He was 
also responsible for considerable commercial de-
velopment in downtown St. Marys. In 1858, he had 
completed a row of five buildings (the first Guest 
block) on the south side of Queen Street between 
Wellington and Water Streets. In early 1867, work 
began on the second Guest block – a three-storey 
L-shaped commercial block on the southeast cor-
ner of Queen and Wellington Streets. This week’s 
photograph shows this block, ca 1980, after it had 
been standing for more than a century. Today, 40 
more years farther on, it is still impressively sub-
stantial. From the time it was built, it included 
storefronts facing Queen with apartments, offices 
and meeting rooms on the second and third floors. 
These two limestone blocks were Guest’s most im-
pressive buildings but he also owned other prop-
erties – commercial, residential and agricultural – 
within the municipality.

On council, he tended to be authoritarian. He invit-
ed controversy but reacted violently to criticism. If 
local and area newspapers published unfavorable 
editorials and letters to the editor about him, Guest 
usually responded with long letters of his own, el-
oquently defending himself and counter-attacking, 
using a wide range of insults. For example, when 
he was reeve of the village of St. Marys, a fellow 
member of council, T. D. Tims, organized a citizens’ 
petition, urging Guest to move more quickly on the 
gravelling of Water Street. Tims not only presented 
this petition at a council meeting but also described 
the situation in a letter to the Stratford Beacon. 
The Beacon published Guest’s letter of response 
soon after. His opening sentences set his tone: “In 
your last issue, I observed correspondence signed 
T. D. Tims. This low, unmanly fellow has had the 
assurance to publish another vile production, the 
emanation of his dark, vulgar mind, and Mr. Tims, 
in attempting to justify his conduct, has only sunk 
himself deeper in the vortex of degradation.”

Part way through his term as mayor in 1864, Guest 
assaulted Councillor McDougall by throwing an 
inkstand at him during a council meeting. McDou-
gall was not injured and did not press charges but 
the St. Marys Argus had a great time reporting the 
incident. Clearly, during his years in St. Marys, 
Guest had made enemies. But he also had sup-

porters and he won the nomination as the riding’s 
Conservative candidate for the 1867 election. Fol-
lowing Confederation, new electoral districts were 
set, based on population. Perth County was divided 
into north and south ridings, each entitled to elect 
a member to the House of Commons in Ottawa and 
to the provincial legislature in Toronto. St. Marys 
was part of the south riding, along with Mitchell 
and the townships of Blanshard, Downie, South 
Easthope, Fullarton, and Hibbert. The rest of the 
county, including Stratford, made up the north rid-
ing. Guest hoped to win the south riding for the 
Conservatives, the party of Sir John A. Macdonald, 
Canada’s first prime minister.

The first federal election was a drawn-out affair, 
held between August 7 and September 20, 1867. 
Within this timeframe, the eligible voters in the 
181 new federal ridings in Ontario, Quebec, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia elected their repre-
sentatives to the House of Commons in Ottawa. 
As there had not been time to develop laws and 
procedures specific to federal elections, they were 
held, in each of the four provinces, according to 
the rules used before Confederation. In all prov-
inces, the franchise was very restrictive. To be el-
igible, voters had to be male, British subjects, and 
21 years of age or older. They also had be owners 
or tenants of property above a set assessed value. 
Only New Brunswick had a form of secret ballot; 
in the other three provinces, voters had to declare 
their choice openly at their polling place. 

Very unfortunately, the archived issues of the lo-
cal newspapers during those interesting summer 
months following Confederation on July 1, 1867, 
are either very incomplete or missing altogether 
and so it is hard to get a sense of the election from 
a St. Marys viewpoint. On August 30, 1867, the 
Mitchell Advocate endorsed Guest, stating: “In the 
various branches of business in which he has been 
engaged he has given employment to hundreds of 
men, and has thus done good to others while doing 
well himself.  He has been liberal with his means 
and the friend to the poor without respect to creed 
or country. ... From his wealth and social standing, 
as well as his large business and municipal expe-
rience, he is well qualified to represent us in the 
House of Commons of the new Dominion.” 

However, T. B. Guest did not achieve that signifi-
cant additional “first” in his political career. He lost 
by 97 votes to the Liberal candidate, Robert McFar-
lane, a 32-year-old Stratford lawyer who had prop-
erty in South Easthope and therefore was qualified 
to run in the south riding. McFarlane had served 
the previous term as the Perth representative in 
the legislature of Canada West in Toronto but his 
time as a federal parliamentarian ended when 
he died, while still in office, in June 1872, age 37. 
James Trow of Tavistock succeeded him and held 
the federal seat for the Liberals for 20 years.  

The election disappointment was just the first in 
a series of personal challenges for T. B. Guest. His 
younger brother, George, a widower, became ill 
and died in August 1868, age 43, leaving a young 
daughter in the care of close relatives. T. B. Guest 
and his older brother, William, bid to construct 
sections of the Intercolonial Railway in 1869. Al-
though both were successful businessmen, their 
tender was not accepted. Then, in early 1870, Jane 
Ann Carrigan accused T. B. Guest of “assault with 
the intent to commit a rape upon her person.” Mrs. 
Carrigan, about 25 years of age, worked with her 
husband on Guest’s farm. The case was scheduled 
to be heard by local magistrates at the end of Feb-
ruary. The St. Marys Argus reported: “The charge 
has given rise to some excitement, the defendant 
in this case being one of our most prominent and 
wealthy citizens.” Guest was now in his mid-50s. 
What effect would this serious charge have on his 
political aspirations? 

REFILL NOT 
LANDFILL

YOUR PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES

804 Ontario St. C2 (A&W Plaza) Stratford, ON
Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm

rob@tonerandinkshop.ca
www.tonerandinkshop.ca

519-273-5777
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Thorndale …. Respectful tradition
By Nancy Abra

Thorndale has always had a good 
attendance at their Remembrance 
Service, with continued support 
from many organizations, with the 
laying of wreaths and contribution 
in other ways. For many years this 
service was arranged for area cler-
gy. The arrangement for last week’s 
remembrance service was changed 
slightly, under the guidance of the 
Royal Canadian Legion DonnyBrook 
Branch 513 and working collabora-
tively with Thames Centre, Director 
of Community Service, Steve Mc-
Donald along with a committee of 
area residents.

A few years ago, Jodi McGuffin start-
ed to research the names of the 
young men carved on the cenotaph. 
She wanted to learn more about 
them and thought it was import-
ant to share their stories at the Re-
membrance Service. Each year, two 
of these soldiers’ profiles are read 
aloud to the assembly. These are poi-
gnant reminders of how young those 
fellows were, and they gave their 
lives to serve their country.

Another part of the tradition of the 
Thorndale Remembrance Service 

has been Ted Bestard playing the 
‘Last Post, and Rouse’ on his trum-
pet. 

Bestard shared, “I learned to play the 
trumpet at St. Marys High School. 
Back in the 1960’s, St. Marys had a 
marching band under the musical 
direction of Andy Hoe. I was able to 
join them. We played all over South-
western Ontario in parades, espe-
cially in the 1967 Centennial Year.” 

“In 1970,” Bestard continued, “after 
I had finished high school, the local 
Thorndale remembrance committee 
asked if I could play at their service 
at the cenotaph. They needed some-
one who could play a trumpet and 
the ‘Last Post and Rouse’. I had tak-
en up farming, so I was available to 
do this. And have taken part every 
year since.”

“Looking back,” Bestard remarked, 
“it is hard to imagine where all the 
years have gone. I am happy and 
proud to be part of the Thorndale 
Remembrance Service every year. 
And I hope to continue to do so as 
long as I can. Remembrance Day is 
an important observance, and we 
should be prepared to do what it 
takes to keep it going.”

COMMUNITY —

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

VVOOYYAAGGEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  
MMIIDDNNIIGGHHTT  SSUUNN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS ON 
THE HOLLAND AMERICA ROTTERDAM

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

An Evening of Appreciation

Elaine Miller Stephen (left) and her daughter Marie Ballantyne were checking out 
the Christmas arrangements on display at The Flower and Shop and More during 
the "Evening of Appreciation" on Thursday, November 10th. (Nancy Bickell photo)
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Because I have written a 
number of whimsical books 
about gardens and gardening, 
and because I continue to be a 
sporadically enthusiastic gar-
dener, I often get invited to be 
the guest speaker at garden 
clubs and horticultural soci-
eties. During my talk, I usu-
ally mention some wonderful 
gardens I have visited around 
the world on travel writing 
tours. And I admit that, as a 
travel writer, I am treated 
much better than anyone de-
serves and that if members of 
my audience resent me for it, 
I totally understand.

A good example of this over-
the-top treatment is summed 
up in the word “Fairmont”. I 
have been the guest of Fair-
mont hotels from Victoria B.C. 
to Québec City. Never have I 
been disappointed. These ho-
tels are lovely places to stay, 
with exceptional service be-
ing the rule.

But the Fairmont Winnipeg 
is something else again.  The 
accommodation is typically 
superb, the service is spot-
on (we stayed on the Gold 
Floor where the amenities 
are amazing), and the loca-
tion is ideal, steps from the 
iconic intersection of Portage 

and Main.

But while all of that im-
pressed me, what really got 
my attention was the Fair-
mont Winnipeg’s connection 
to its community.

We had dinner with Stel-
la Gu, the hotel’s Marketing 
and Public Relations Manag-
er, and clearly its biggest fan. 
Stella grew up in Shanghai 
and moved to Winnipeg in 
2018 to take on her current 
job. Why this hotel? She says 
it was an easy call: “Fairmont 
is a super brand… my first 
choice.”

She’ll happily tell you all 
the plusses at her hotel, in-
cluding the superb service 
and amenities on the Gold 
Floor and the advantages of 
its “very historic” location 
– right in the heart of Win-
nipeg’s 20-block Exchange 
District, a large swath of her-
itage commercial buildings 
so significant that it doubles 
for Chicago in many televi-
sion and movie shoots. You 
can take a guided walking 
tour of the Exchange District, 
May through August, and get 
the inside stories about these 
intriguing buildings. The 
filming boom has been good 
news for the Fairmont. Stel-
la told me that many of the 
stars and the crew members 
are their guests during their 
stay in Winnipeg.

But Stella gets most excited 
when she talks about how the 
Fairmont connects with its 
community. That means part-
nering with Winnipeg attrac-
tions and also offering the 
hotel’s services to the com-
munity.

For example, Stella mentions 
that the Fairmont “works 

closely with the Royal Win-
nipeg Ballet”, long known as 
one of the finest dance com-
panies in North America. At 
least once a year, the Fair-
mont lobby is filled with cos-
tumes from the Ballet. When 
the Ballet is presenting The 
Nutcracker, the Fairmont will 
offer Nutcracker High Tea.

Earlier this year, Winnipeg 
hosted the amazing Rolling 
Stones exhibit, “Unzipped”, 
which coincidentally was 
staged at Kitchener’s themu-
seum prior to the Winni-
peg gig. You couldn’t walk 
through the lobby of the 
Fairmont without spotting 
posters advertising the event 
and in the VG Lounge at the 
hotel, a special menu includ-
ing English Banger Sausage 
and “unzipped cocktails” like 
“Satisfaction” celebrated the 
hotel’s Stones’ connections. 
Mick, Keith and the lads had 
stayed there during their 
“Bridges to Babylon Tour” in 
1997.

Earlier this year, the Fairmont 
collaborated with the Canadi-
an Museum of Human Rights 
with a display of artifacts in 
the lobby, and a visitor pack-
age including the hotel and 
the CMHR. And in case you 
missed my earlier feature 
in this space, the Canadian 
Museum of Human Rights 
should be a must-see on any 
Canadian’s travel list. It is a 
life-changing experience.

While the hotel collaborates 
with the other attractions 
in the community like the 
CMHR and the Ballet, it also 
gets involved in the many 
community festivals. And – 
I like this one – people who 
work in the Exchange Dis-

trict (or anyone else for that 
matter) is welcome to show 
up on Thursdays to pick up a 
hamburger at the back door 
of the hotel. The back lot be-
comes a picnic area, full of 
office workers and friends. 
That may be a small gesture 
but it tells me that Stella 
and her colleagues really do 
work at being an integral and 
supportive part of the larger 
Winnipeg community.

It’s hard to be both a bit elite 
and a bit neighbourly at the 
same time but I think the 
Fairmont Winnipeg is pulling 
it off.

Like everyone and everything 
in the tourism and hospitality 
industry, the Winnipeg Fair-
mont took a big hit during 
the height of Covid. But Stel-
la says visitors are back. The 
hotel is again greeting wed-
ding guests, hosting confer-
ences and welcoming busi-
ness travellers. She says that 
even though virtual meetings 
proliferated during the pan-
demic and some will continue 
because of the convenience, 
“meeting in person is totally 

different” and people are em-
bracing the return to face-to-
face events.

The Fairmont Winnipeg 
opened in 1970 with 340 
rooms; 36 of them are now 
included on the Gold Floor. 
Covid even delayed the ho-
tel’s 50th anniversary cele-
bration by a year, so the first 
half-century was celebrated 
a year late! But the second 
50 years look very promis-
ing. Visitors are arriving from 
across Canada and the U.S. as 
well as from sundry interna-
tional locations.

And Stella told me that when 
they arrive, they are greeted 
and served by staff who have 
typically been with the hotel 
for many years; almost every-
one returned to the Fairmont 
after the Covid hiatus. That 
too says something very posi-
tive about the environment at 
this iconic Winnipeg hotel.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The hotel is a pleasant stroll away from the important Canadian Museum of Hu-
man Rights. (Paul Knowles photo)

The hotel is in the heart of the Exchange District, 20 blocks of historic commercial 
buldings.  (Photo courtesy Fairmont Winnipeg)

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: A Winnipeg hotel connected to its community

By Paul Knowles

There are many historic commercial buildings within a few 
blocks of the Fairmont Winnipeg. (Paul Knowles photo)
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After a warm start to November, the season’s first snow arrived on Saturday, November 12th, as pictured above-left on Water Street The timing seemed perfect as 
throughout the town, preparations for the Christmas season were evident through store window displays and the stunning arrangement of garland and bows that were 
hung by The Flower Shop and More and Lyric Flowers and funded by the St. Marys BIA. Pictured above-right, Wendy Calcott from Green Haven Garden Design has 
been very busy with seasonal arrangements such as this one that she completed in Sensations Salon’s window box on Monday.   

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELSLUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Dodge Challenger R/T 

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
5,822 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
18,524 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Sorento LX Premium 

$43,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
16,672 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Downtown St. Marys shifts into Christmas mode
COMMUNITY —
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

I lava you.

What did the 

mommy volcano 

say to her baby 

volcano?

Maggie Barton (6)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What do you call 
a snail with no 

shell?

Homeless.

Why did the rope 
go to the doctor?

It had a knot in 
its stomach.

What kind of 
witch lives at the 

beach?

A sandwich.

How did Burger 
King propose to 
his girlfriend?

With an onion 
ring.

What do you call 
a rabbit with the 

sniffles?

A runny bunny.

Why did Peter 
Pan always fly 

and never stop?

Because he could 
never never land.

What word of only 
three syllables 

contains 26 
letters?

Alphabet.

What did the 
bee say when he 
returned to the 

hive?

 "Honey, I'm 
home"

How do you 
keep someone in 

suspense?

I'll tell you 
tomorrow.

- Word Search -

Three day event

Friday to Sunday

No tax

Promotions

Wagon rides

Warming centre

Santa Claus

Mrs Claus

Farmers market

Winterlights

Milt Dunnell

Craft show

Art show and sale

MERCHANTS’ OPEN HOUSE WEEKEND
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our pet of the week is Chrissy. 
Chrissy was a stray until she 

showed up at the Hitching Post. 
She earns her keep by mousing, 

cheering up the staff, and greeting 
customers. Come meet her today!

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the new sponsor of 

Tips to Keep your Pet Healthy During 
the Winter

- Products like anti-freeze and coolant are highly toxic to 
dogs and cats. Ensure all products are stored out of reach. 

If you suspect, your animal may have ingested a toxic prod-
uct, contact your vet immediately

- Make sure your pet has a warm place to sleep, with a blan-
ket or bed, away from drafts. If your animal lives outdoors, 
ensure they have a place to shelter from the cold with ac-

cess to clean unfrozen water

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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HOSTING UKRAINE:  A New Beginning
By Alona Vasylieva  (edited by VJ Knut-
son)

“Imagine living your life without be-
ing afraid to take a risk and to explore 
life…not afraid to lose anything…it is 
entirely possible.

You can live in the state of grace, the 
state of bliss, the dream of heaven.  But 
in order to experience this dream, you 
must first understand what it is.  Only 
love has the ability to put you in the 
state of bliss.”

- Don Miguel Ruiz, The Four Agree-
ments

After the war in Ukraine started, I 
went through several phases of per-
ception. From desperation, to fear, to 
hate and anxiety, to the awareness 
that I needed to do something with 
my mental health in order to be in the 
state of bliss.  It is not easy to accept 
a new reality.  One day we had every-
thing and then next nothing, but this 
fact didn’t impact on my positive atti-
tude toward life and people.  I still be-
lieve the best about people and when 
the Universe challenges me, I prefer 
to perceive it as an opportunity to 
evolve, not as an obstacle.

You can always find something to be 
grateful for.

When VJ helped us find a host fami-
ly, I immediately felt confidence and 
trust in this amazing family.  June and 
Murray were so supportive from the 
beginning of our Canadian journey, 
even when were still in Ukraine.  The 
same can be said for all the host fami-

lies who have gone above and beyond 
to make the Ukrainian newcomers 
welcome.  In our case, it is all the more 
special because of June’s Ukrainian 

ancestry.

I remember our first night, after a long 
flight, we honestly didn’t know what 
to expect.  But I realized that June and 

Murray had the same feeling about 
our upcoming meeting.  It’s hard to 
express my feelings in words…I was 
speechless, because they had thought 
over all the details in order to ensure 
that we felt at home.  We so appreci-
ated the printed photos of us and lot 
of toys and books for our son, Alex.  
These memories will be etched in my 
mind for a long time.

We are so honoured to be here in St 
Marys surrounded by charitable peo-
ple with open hearts, who will help us 
start a new life in a safe environment.

I’d like to express special gratitude to 
VJ Knutson and her husband, Ric.  It’s 
hard to imagine that they have any 
rest at all.  They are constantly deal-
ing with issues facing Ukrainian new-
comers.  Their support and energy are 
so inspiring.

The world is always changing. We 
never know where the Universe will 
lead us.  We can choose…what to eat, 
where to live, and how to respond in 
tough situations. We can complain and 
whine but it doesn’t change anything. 
An upbeat attitude, however, will al-
ways be of benefit.

(Note:  Alona worked as a flight atten-
dant for 8 years before giving birth 
to her son, Alex. She studied Inter-
national Journalism at school before 
aviation caught her attention.  Alo-
na, Sergii, and Alex are now settling 
into life in St Marys. It is a pleasure to 
have come to know this enthusiastic 
and loving family.)

COLUMN —
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As construction on Wellington St. progresses, to access the funeral home, take 
Church St. South from Queen St. and then turn right (West) onto Jones St. to 

enter the funeral home parking areas.
Parking either in the half circle driveway next to Jones St. or driving around the 

building on the East side to the parking lot on the South side of the funeral home.
The Wellington St. door entrance is still open.The accessible entrance to the 

funeral home is at the end of the porch at the Northeast corner of the building.

Sudoku

Id: 129459

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 31

3 9
2 6 9 7 3

1 6
2 3 1 4

1 8 6 2
9 7 8
8 4 7 6

1 2 9
6 5 1 4

Solution
5 3 6 1 7 4 9 2 8

1 2 4 8 6 9 7 5 3

8 7 9 2 5 3 1 6 4

2 6 7 3 1 8 4 9 5

3 1 8 4 9 5 6 7 2

4 9 5 7 2 6 3 8 1

9 8 3 5 4 7 2 1 6

7 4 1 6 8 2 5 3 9

6 5 2 9 3 1 8 4 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 35
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Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & 
Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755

PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!
For as low as $35 per week 

advertise your business in need
Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or email ads@stmarysindependent.com

Call 519-284-0041 or email
info@stmarysindependent.com for details.

Hiring paper deliverersHiring paper deliverers  
We have paper routes available at:

- Ann Street
- Peel / King St South 

If you're interested please contact us.

St. St. Marys IndependentMarys Independent

HELP WANTED

Successful ladies clothing store looking for a mature 
staff member.

Located in beautiful St. Marys, the ideal candidate will 
have ladies retail experience, customer service, or 
business background. The position includes Saturday 
hours. Start date to be discussed.

Must be flexible in nature, high energy, love a small 
town environment. 

Please apply with cover letter and resume to:

ogradysstmarys@gmail.com

no phone calls or walk-ins please.

O'Grady's Clothing & Accessories
143 Queen St. E., St. Marys, ON, N4X 1A5
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Do you thrive in an innovative 
and exciting environment that's

continuously evolving?
Famme & Co. is looking to add hardworking,

dedicated, team-oriented individuals to join our 
ever-growing team within our

Accounting Department
With over 100 employees and 3 locations, our respectful 

and friendly workplace culture provides great 
employment with many opportunities for career 

advancement. �is opportunity is partnered with an
excellent bene�ts plan for the diverse life circumstances 
and needs of our employees along with four-day work 
weeks during the months of July through to the end of 
October. Additionally, we o�er overtime pay as well as a 

�ex time policy for you to enjoy a well-balanced
lifestyle for both professional and personal successes.

If this sounds like you or someone you know, we'd love 
to hear fromyou! Please reach out with a resume to 

resumes@fammeandco.on.ca

We thank all applicants equally for their interest 
in working with Famme & Co. but only those 

selected for an interview will be contacted.
For more information on our Firm, kindly visit 

our website: www.fammeandco.on.ca
Come �nd out why Famme & Co. is such a great 

place to work!
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LOOKING
BACK

It was no teddy bear picnic 
in ‘47

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

People for Education are sponsoring an Apple Green Ribbon 
Campaign to protect publicly funded education in Ontario 
and show opposition to Bill 160. Citizens are encouraged to 
tie apple green ribbons on the trees and fences at area school 
and to wear an apple green ribbon.

The municipal election results are in! Top votes went to Don 
Van Galen, David Cunningham, Heather Goad, Barb Kanne-
giesser, Eugene Dufour, and Kerry Campbell. Voter turnout 
was down significantly from the last election with only 41% 
of eligible voters making the trek to the polls compared to 
57% in 1994.

The Town of St. Marys community compost at the town barns 
has been a busy place with Neville and Jackie Kirkman con-
tributing 44 bags of leaves. Also seen among these environ-
mental citizens were Lorne Culbert, Brian Langford, and Jack 
Taylor. Unfortunately, others continue to bag their leaves for 
the garbage man. 

50 years ago (1972)

It is estimated that over four hundred St. Marys homes are 
now either connected directly to sewage or in the process of 
making a connection.

A mud slide, resulting from recent heavy rainfall, knocked out 
a hydro pole Friday at noon along the north bank of Trout 
Creek below the fill area along Widder east. Service was 
re-routed temporarily until repairs were carried out.

St. Marys Police would appreciate any who may have wit-
nessed an accident at the Park and Water Street intersection 
around 12 noon on Sunday. A five-year-old girl was taken to 
Memorial Hospital with a broken leg, cracked pelvis and un-
determined internal injuries.

A large aerial photo with town boundaries clearly marked will 
soon be hung in the Board Room at Town Hall. The photo 
was prepared by the Margison firm of planning consultants 
in connection with the work the firm is carrying out for the 
local Planning Board.

75 years ago (1947)

Wintry weather with about an inch of snow arrived Sunday 
morning, following one of the finest stretches of warm fall 
weather ever remembered.

At least one St. Marys merchant is using fancy Christmas 
wrapping paper already. The truth is that his supply of the 
plain stuff ran out.

Two deer and a small sized bear was the bag of a group of 
Ohio hunters who passed through town yesterday at noon. 
They had the animals fastened to their car roof.

The Free Immunization Clinics established by the Ministry 
of Health have proved very popular so far. At the first Clinic 
at Central School, 308 children received immunization treat-
ment against Diphtheria, or Whooping Cough, or both.

100 years ago (1922)

The show window of W.E. Butcher’s jewelry store is attract-
ing some favourable comments these days. The beautiful 
Chrysanthemums and other flowers give the tastily displayed 
jewellery a very pleasing appearance. The store and window 
have recently been redecorated, making it one of the most 
attractive fronts on the main street.

A new cash and carry grocery store will be opened by Mr. Dan 
Cappa on Saturday, November 18 on Water Street South. Mr. 
Cappa will carry a full line of fresh groceries, canned goods, 
fruits, plants, and confectionary. 

When you see nothing but silk stockings at the windy street 
corners these cool days, it keeps a person puzzling to know 
whether it’s a husband or pneumonia she’s after.

A few days ago, a man was convicted of shooting a black 
squirrel near Hamilton. He was fined and his gun and squir-
rel were confiscated. He was a year ahead. The next open sea-
son for black and grey squirrels will begin November 1, 1923.

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Book your appointment today for the Kids Christ-
mas Makerspace Madness! Make the perfect gift 
for your friends, family, or yourself by customiz-
ing a tote bag ($20), pouch ($6), or water bottle 
($10) for one set price (vinyl included). Choose 
from one of our designs, or we'll help you create 
your own.

Not sure where to start in the Makerspace? Drop 
into our Open House, Tuesdays from 2:00pm-
4:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm through to December 
13th, to see how the Makerspace works and to get 
inspired.

When you’re ready to create, fill out the form at 
the following link to make your appointment: 
www.townofstmarys.com/librarymakerspace.

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

Poor Douglas the dog is having a little trouble. He 
sees the world a little differently than everyone 
else and it keeps getting him into sticky situations. 
Fortunately, his friend Nancy sees the problem 
very clearly; Douglas needs glasses! Head to the 
eye doctors with Douglas and Nancy in “Douglas, 
You Need Glasses!” by Ged Adamson, a charm-

ing book about something many of us have done 
or will do in our lives. Find “Douglas, You Need 
Glasses!” in our picture book section

Up This Week

Friday, Nov. 18th: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Nov. 19th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Nov. 21st: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Nov. 22nd: Makerspace Open House 
(2:00pm-4:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm)

Wednesday, Nov. 23rd: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Thursday, Nov. 24th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Straight from the Shelves
COLUMN —

Sunday, Nov. 20 
Noon to 3 p.m. at the Town Hall

Saturday, Dec. 3 and 17
8 a.m. to noon at the PRC

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. Nov. 06 - Dan Klinard, Pain Court   $50.00

Mon. Nov. 07 - Dave Boyce, Sebringville   $50.00

Tues. Nov. 08 - Ruth Rout, St. Marys    $50.00

Wed. Nov. 09 - Sandy Schauer, Stratford   $50.00

Thur. Nov. 10 - George Brodhagen, Mitchell   $50.00

Fri. Nov. 11 - Connie Ransberry, Stratford   $50.00

Sat. Nov. 12 - Lloyd Bald, Stratford    $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

IN MEMORIAM

Waters
In memory of our father and grandfather, Clifford Wa-
ters (Waters Jewellers) who passed away 40 years 
ago on November 19th  And, his son John, our brother 
and uncle who passed away 28 years ago on Novem-
ber 19th.
Those we love
don't go away.
They walk beside us
every day.
Unseen, unheard,
but always near,
still loved, still missed
and always dear.
Lovingly remembered by the Waters Family

THANK YOU

Haves
The family of Lewis Haves wish to thank everyone 
who helped us through our painful journey with kind 
messages of sympathy, flowers and food. Special 
thanks to Dr. Gatfield, Tom Small, Andrew Hodges 
and the doctors and staff at Clinton and St. Marys 
Hospitals. 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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WINDOWMORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

MENDING
CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE

���������������������������

��������������
����������������������
	

TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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Owen Lewis-Havard

owenlewis82@gmail.com
Cell: 519-852-8453

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

TREE SERVICE
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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HOME CARE

End of life care providers 
in the comfort of your 

own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
519-777-9393
gracepalliation@gmail.com
www.gracepalliation.com

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com

YOGA/REIKI
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OBITUARY

Fulcher
Marie Louise Fulcher, 55, passed away on Nov. 5, 
2022.  Marie is survived by her loving partner, Daime 
Oliver.  She was the proud mother of her son, Zeb.  
Also surviving are her mother, Betty Fulcher of St. 
Marys, brothers Darron (Diana) and Jeff.  Several 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins will re-
member her well.
Predeceased by her father, Robert Fulcher (2012) and 
grandparents, Edna & Edwin Fulcher and James & 
Clara Richardson.
A Celebration of her Life will be held   10 am  Sat., 
Nov. 26, 2022 at 240 Edgewater Blvd., Tecumseh 
N8N 2H2.  In lieu of floral tributes an on line donation 
would be appreciated to the Women’s Healthy Heart 
Initiative or Rainbow Health Ontario.

OBITUARY

Stevens
Entirely at peace and sur-
rounded by love, Fred Ste-
vens, of St. Marys, passed 
away on November 7, 2022 at 
the age of 77. 
Born in Westmount, QC on 
August 23, 1945 and prede-
ceased by his parents. Fred 
had six brothers and one sis-
ter. He had a special place in 
his heart for his brother Tom 

(Linda) of Listowel. Fred married the love of his life, 
Sue in 1972 and they were blessed with 43 years to-
gether before Sue’s passing in 2015. Cherished father 
of Antony (Sara), and Tony (Christine) and extremely 
proud grandpa of Chelsea, Dominick, Alex and Brid-
get. 
For 41 years Fred worked for Maple Leaf Foods, 
right from the time it opened as Campbell Soup. He 
proudly worked alongside his wife Sue. When the time 
came both of his sons joined them, Anthony for three 
years and Troy still remains at the plant which gave 
Fred great joy as he loved to hear all of the stories 
and changes after his retirement. 
For 25 years he was a goal light and time keeper for 
the St. Marys Lincolns and also enjoyed helping out 
with Minor Hockey. In his retirement, he enjoyed play-
ing cards, bowling, gardening and playing the lottery. 
He had many cherished days spending time with his 
granddaughters. 
In lieu of flowers or donations, Fred asked if you 
would try your luck in honour of him while supporting 
the St. Marys Memorial Hospital’s next 50/50 draw. 
Tickets can be purchased through the St. Marys 
Healthcare Foundation at https://stmaryshealthcare.
foundation/st-marys-5050/. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Damen
Ben Damen passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family at St. Marys Memo-
rial Hospital on November 
10th, 2022 at the age of 92. 
Beloved husband of the late 
Gysbertha “Beppy” Damen, 
married in July of 1955, who 
predeceased him on Novem-
ber 3, 2020. 
Loving father of Burt (Carey) 

and Sue. Opa of Benjamin and Hilary. Survived by 
his remaining family in Holland and Canada. Prede-
ceased by his brother Jan. Ben and Beppy immigrat-
ed to London Ontario in 1955. A man of many hats, 
operating backhoes, cranes, motels, restaurants, 
power tools, and waffle irons - Ben was no stranger 
to challenges. A true lover of his many dogs and his 
Mercedes. 
The family would like to thank Dr. Schiedel and the 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital. Cremation has taken 
place. An interment service will be held in St. Marys 
Cemetery, 150 Cain St. St. Marys, on Saturday, Nov. 
19th beginning at 1 pm in the Cemetery Chapel. 
Memorial donations may be made to the St. Marys 
Healthcare Foundation. Online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca .

OBITUARY

Eedy
William Chadler Eedy
November 22, 1970 – 
November 13, 2022
It is with overwhelming 
sadness that his family 
announces the passing of 
Chad. Son of Lynne Eedy 
(neé Needham) (Campbell 
McPhee) and Lorne Eedy 
(Nancy Patrick). Dear 

brother of Lauren Eedy (Lucas Fisher). Chad will 
be missed by his Aunt Linda (Jim) Smibert, Aunt 
Edith Eedy (the late Wilson), Uncle Lars Eedy 
(Patricia Hugo) and by many cousins, near and far. 
We are grateful for the unfailing love and support 
of Kevin and Samantha Mcauley and all of the 
loving friends, too numerous to list. We think of 
the fond memories and joy Chad brought to our 
lives. A celebration of Chad’s life will be held at 
Northview Funeral Chapel and Cremation Centre, 
1490 Highbury Avenue North, London, on Friday, 
November 25, 2022 at 1:30 p.m., with visiting one 
hour prior to the service. In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the Stratford Perth Humane 
Society, a special cause to Chad, or to a charity of 
your choice. To notify the family of a donation or 
to leave an online condolence, please visit www.
northviewfuneralchapel.com
“The highest tribute to the dead is not grief but 
gratitude.”

Sudoku

Id: 129459

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 31

3 9
2 6 9 7 3

1 6
2 3 1 4

1 8 6 2
9 7 8
8 4 7 6

1 2 9
6 5 1 4

Solution
5 3 6 1 7 4 9 2 8

1 2 4 8 6 9 7 5 3

8 7 9 2 5 3 1 6 4

2 6 7 3 1 8 4 9 5

3 1 8 4 9 5 6 7 2

4 9 5 7 2 6 3 8 1

9 8 3 5 4 7 2 1 6

7 4 1 6 8 2 5 3 9

6 5 2 9 3 1 8 4 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Dionysus 

2) Eric Clapton 

3) Look 

4) Dancing Queen 

5) Japanese 

6) The Amazon 

7) An Albatross 

8) Midas 

9) Whoopi Goldberg 

10) A plum tree

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com

or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc.Wayne Gretzky rookie 
card Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

For Sale
2 stage Troy snowblower, 24 inch, electric start, gas power,  power 
steering, forward light, excellent condition
$650 - Call 519-521-6425

High School Math Help
Retired Ontario teacher offers tutoring in mathematics from home
Evenings, 226-661-0058

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED 
AD HERE FOR JUST 

$10 PER WEEK
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2023 FORD - ORDER YOUR RIDE EVENT
2023 BRONCO 2023 ECO 

SPORT
2023 BRONCO

SPORT

2023 EDGE

2023 F150 
LIGHTNING

2023 
MUSTANG

2023 F250

2023 ESCAPE

2023 MACH-E

2023 RANGER

2023 
EXPEDITION

2023 
EXPLORER

2023 
MAVERICK

2023 TRANSIT 
& E-TRANSIT

2023 F150

Larry Shamblaw Tim Knott Jeremy Eaton

FUN AT THE LOCAL FORD STORE FOR OVER 36 YEARS

See us at 
the Santa 

Claus 
Parade 

Fri Nov. 25

519-284-1870

2021 WINNER


