
Christmas is looking festive and fun – 
and safe – this year in St. Marys!

The Christmas season arrives in St. 
Marys on Friday, November 19 as 
the BIA again expands its Merchants 
Open House into three days of fes-
tive events and shopping promotions 
in the downtown. The lighting of the 
beloved WinterLights display at Milt 
Dunnell Field will be live streamed on 
the Town’s Facebook page at 7:00 p.m.

On Saturday, November 27 Santa 
Claus will arrive in St. Marys via the 
Kinsmen Santa Claus parade. The 
Kinsmen are planning a traditional 

parade with a departure from the Pyr-
amid Recreation Centre at 7:00 p.m., 
but with additional safety measures 
due to the continuing COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The parade route will be extended to 
provide more room for spectators. The 
parade will go north on James Street, 
pass through the downtown, then turn 
south onto Water Street. The parade 
will then turn east onto Park Street 
to return to the Pyramid Centre. San-
ta Claus will not stop at Milt Dunnell 
Field. Local variety show Front Porch 

The public service in St. Marys to commemorate 
Remembrance Day takes place Thursday, November 
11 at the Town Hall cenotaph at 10:45 a.m.

The community is encouraged to watch the service 
live on the Town of St. Marys Facebook page  (ac-
count not required to view) to encourage physi-
cal distancing and adhere to gathering guidelines. 
Queen Street in front of Town Hall and the Ceno-
taph will be closed to vehicular traffic at 10:30 a.m. 
for the duration of the service to encourage physical 
distancing. Anyone attending in person is asked to 
wear a mask.

The Friendship Centre is offering a call-in record-
ing of the service. Steps to listen live are:

Call the toll-free Zoom number: 1-855-703-8985.

Enter the meeting ID number followed by the # key. 
Please enter 519-284-3272#.

The next message asks for a participant password 
or to press the pound key. Please just press #.

You will be able to hear the audio from the St. Marys 
Remembrance Day Ceremony. Your microphone will 
be muted for the duration of the event.

Queen Street East will be temporarily closed from 
James Street South to Church Street North on No-
vember 11 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for the Re-
membrance Day Ceremony.  Please utilize the de-
tour route during this time from James Street South 
at Queen Street East, to Elizabeth Street, to King 
Street South, to Park Street, to Tracy Street, to Water 
Street South, to Queen Street East. We apologize for 
any inconvenience this may cause.
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St. Marys remembers 
on November 11

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

CHRISTMAS IN 
THE VALLEY

NOW HIRING
for winter slide. Submit resume to 
info@rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Fri. Nov. 12th 5-9pm
Sat. Nov. 13th 11-5pm
Christmas poutine & other 
yummy food will be available

Wing Night Thursday
Anytime after 5pm

Many ways to participate in municipal service

Santa Claus Parade November 27th 

2017 RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4 $179 B.W.

2017 Ram SXT Crew Cab 4x4
Clean Ram with clean history, v6, 8sp. auto, air, sat. radio, keyless, 

bluetooth, power windows, locks & mirrors, running boards, 
tonneau cover, alum. wheels, tow pkg, spray in liner & more

Certified for just $25995/ $179 b.w. hst & licensing 
extra, payments over 84 months at 6.74% o.a.c, or 

aks about a 5.99% quote over 72 mo's.
$25,995

$179 B.W. AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

St. Marys Town Council indicated at the last Council meeting that they were in 
support of the expansion plans as outlined by Jean Rowcliffe, with help from Quin 
and Sullivan Bolton for the s kateboard park on James Street South. The plans 
include more challenging runs and a water fountain among other things. Pictured 
is Quinn Bolton (14) showing off his skills on the weekend.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

Christmas season arrives in St. Marys



St. Marys Independent 2 Thursday, November 11, 2021

36 Water Street South (behind Independent Newspaper) 647-393-3821
Connect at kitchensmidgen.ca or via facebook and Instagram

Thanks St. Marys for your ongoing 
support of our bakery and greater 

community initiatives.
Gratefully, Cindy & Scott

Celebrating
5 Years!

The Board of Directors of the Huron 
Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) 
became the first hospital board in 
Canada to adopt a position that sup-
ports mandatory COVID-19 vaccina-
tions for health care workers in Au-
gust. 

At its regular meeting on Novem-
ber 4, 2021, the Board reiterated this 
commitment and is proud to confirm 
that 100% of HPHA’s 1,421 midwives, 
physicians and staff currently provid-
ing care are in compliance with the 

organization’s COVID-19 Immuniza-
tion Policy. 

To clarify, the recent decision by the 
Ontario government not to mandate 
vaccines for health care workers pro-
vincially does not impact the Board’s 
decision to implement a mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccine policy. While the 
Premier did ask hospitals for their in-
put ahead of this announcement, and 
the HPHA, along with most hospitals 
across the province expressed sup-
port for a broader mandate, the re-

sulting confidence placed in individ-
ual organizations by the government 
to make the right decisions for their 
communities is appreciated. 

This support reinforces the important 
role that HPHA’s Board plays in the 
provision of a safe environment for 
all working and accessing care at our 
hospital sites.

 “The HPHA Board values the confi-
dence placed in it by the government 
and wants to ensure our communities 
that safety, quality and continued ac-

cess to appropriate hospital-based 
service are paramount in all decisions 
made, including those relating to 
COVID-19 vaccination,” says HPHA 
Board Chair Ron Lavoie. 

The Board also received an update 
on the Family & Caregiver Presence 
Guidelines that now require proof of 
vaccination to support loved ones in 
most care settings. Overall reaction 
has been positive, with family and 
caregivers valuing the priority placed 
on the safety of loved ones.

9

HITCHING POSTThe
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $6.21
New Crop – $6.23

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $15.55
New Crop – $15.56

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $7.78
New Crop – $8.14

Sponsored by




  
  
  
 
 



  

   
   
   







  
  
  
 
 



  

   
   
   




Continued from page 1

Show  will offer parade coverage for 
at-home viewing.

Additionally, participants on floats 
must wear masks, and no candy or 
swag may be handed out to specta-
tors. Spectators are asked to socially 
distance and mask if they cannot. To 
enter a float or to make a donation to 
the parade, please complete the form 
on the  Kinsmen website  or contact 
parade chair Andrew Hodges.

The Holiday Home Tour returns af-
ter a successful inaugural year in 
2020. The map launches on Monday, 
November 29 on the free  Driftscape 
app  and as a downloadable PDF on 
the Town’s website. If your holiday 

decorations are among the best and 
brightest, contact Events Coordina-
tor Andrea Macko with your address 
and display name.

St. Marys will again end the year with 
a bang on Friday, December 31 with 
the Rotary Club of St. Marys’ New 
Year’s Eve fireworks from the Grand 
Trunk Trestle at 6:00 p.m.

All events are subject to change as per 
COVID-19 regulations. Town Council 
will continue to discuss its re-opening 
plans at its next regular meeting on 
Tuesday, November 9.

Be sure to follow the Town of St. 
Marys’ Facebook, Instagram and Twit-
ter accounts for more information and 
updates as events draw near.

Christmas season arrives

HPHA Board of Directors supports mandatory 
COVID-19 immunization
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ATTENTION ST. MARYS
Residents

MUST QUOTE PROMO CODE: “TRY IT”Call to book your
free installation TODAY!

*Available for new St. Marys customers only using promo code.  Not valid for business customers. Some restrictions apply.  

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER

receive your first 3 months FREE*
Switch to Quadro Internet  or TV  before December 17th, 2021 &

519-229-8933
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Quote of the Week
“Remembrance reminds us that our nation has been through even 
more challenging times. Whether at war or during peace support 
operations, Canada’s veterans and fallen heroes alike can take 
comfort in our remembrance.”

- Larry Murray, grand president of the Royal Canadian Legion

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

The greatest glory of 
a free-born people 
is to transmit that 
freedom to their 

children.

The living owe it to 
those who no longer 

can speak to tell their 
story for them.

Do you not know that 
a man is not dead 

while his name is still 
spoken?

A hero is someone 
who has given his or 
her life to something 
bigger than oneself.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555 • OPEN 24 HOURS!
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title 

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

I never got the extra 

hour of sleep because 

I had to get up to 

change the clocks at 

2:30 AM

No, the Independent 

newspaper does not 

have a pharmacy or a 

meat department

Of the thousands of Canadian sol-
diers who were wounded while 
serving in the First and Second 
World Wars, many returned home 
missing limbs. United by a com-
mon bond of amputation, these 
veterans not only served their 
country during wartime, but they 
made a difference in the lives of 
generations of amputees that con-
tinues today.

In 1916, on the battlefields at 
Ypres in Northern Belgium, Sid-
ney Lambert (1887 – 1971), a Lieu-
tenant Colonel and Army Padre, 
lost his left leg above the knee.

While recovering at a hospital in 
Toronto, Lambert conceived of the 
idea of a national association to 
bring together, support and fight 
the battles for amputee veterans, 
today known as The War Amps. In 
1920, he became the first Domin-
ion President of the Association 
and worked tirelessly to bring vet-
erans' issues before the govern-
ment.

It was these First World War am-
putee veterans, like Lambert, who 
welcomed the new contingent of 
amputee veterans following the 
Second World War, helping them 
adapt to their new reality and 
sharing all that they had learned.

One of these was Neil Conner 
(1918 – 2012) who served as a 
navigator with the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force. He was injured 
when his plane was shot down 

near Bremen, Germany, resulting 
in the loss of his right leg below 
the knee.

Another was Bert Coulson (1921 
– 1979) who served with the Ca-
nadian Army and lost both of his 
legs below the knee due to inju-
ries sustained while serving in 
Emmerich, Germany.

Along with their fellow War Amps 
members, these veterans went on 
to provide support to civilian am-
putees. Coulson said the best way 
to help was to "roll up my pant 
leg and show them we can dance, 
bowl, hold down a normal job. It's 
what you have left that counts."

The War Amps veteran members 
established the Key Tag Service, 
which is still going strong today, 
to fund the Association's many vi-
tal programs for amputees across 
Canada.

Rob Larman, a Director at The 
War Amps and a leg amputee him-
self, said Mr. Lambert, Conner and 
Coulson proved that they would 
not let their amputation hold them 
back in all aspects of life.

"Though they considered them-
selves to be 'ordinary guys,' our 
founding veteran members have 
left a legacy for generations of 
amputees that has gone on for 100 
years and counting," said Larman. 
"On Remembrance Day especially, 
but also throughout the year, we 
pay tribute to their sacrifice and 
service."  

War Amputee Veterans 
Started 100-Year Legacy

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week. 

1) Bravo to Ronald McDonald and the 
young customer service staffers of the In-
dependent Grocer who helped me after I 
fell from a medical episode

outside the store last week. Your kindness 
and prompt assistance ensured I was al-
right and is so deeply appreciated.

2)  I would like to say thanks so much to 
Ms. Nemeth at Service Ontario for the won-
derful service she provided this morning.  I 
needed to renew my health card and driv-
er's licence.   My husband told her that I 
lip read only and she very kindly dropped 
her mask, which allowed me to take care of 
business without any problem by myself.   
Not everyone has been so kind during these 
trying times and it was much appreciated.  

3) Bravo to Daniel Lubimcev for sharing his 
letter to the editor and describing the in-
cident of racism outside the Canadian Tire 
store in such a thoughtful and compassion-
ate way. Thank you for reminding everyone 
that St. Marys still has some work to do on 
ensuring there is acceptance and kindness 
shown to all our residents. Diversity is what 
makes it "the Town Worth Living In".

We have three Boos this week.

1) Boo to the ignorant, thoughtless person 
who made the racist comments to Daniel 
Lubimcev. It may be helpful for you to look 
up Ancestry.com and research where your 
ancestors came from. I suspect you will find 
it is from the country named "moron".

2) Boo to those drivers who blow through 
Yield signs. This weekend I was nearly hit 
at the corner of Peel St. S and Elgin and 
this was not the first time. The driver did 
not even slow down. There are other bad 
intersections such as Brock and Jones and 
Brock and Elizabeth. Please could we have 
all Yield signs replace with Stop signs al-
though some people would not slow down 
with that either. Does there have to be a 
serious accident before something is done?

3) On a beautiful Sunday morning Novem-
ber 7, I stood and watched a beautiful Re-
membrance Day service at the Cenotaph. 
Unfortunately you could not hear any of the 
remarks due to the constant traffic going by. 
Why could they not reroute the traffic for 
30 minutes? I thought it was totally disre-
spectful for the occasion.

Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON • 519-274-2234

Heidi James, Realtor
Sponsored 

by:
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Stonetown 
Crier

Covid-19 Updates
Current Public Health Measures
St. Marys is operating under Ontario’s Plan to Safely 
Reopen Ontario and Manage COVID-19 for the Long-
Term. Please continue to follow all health and safety 
guidelines when using town services and facilities. 
The Municipal Operations Centre and Town Hall are 
open for service. Hours for both locations are  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Prearranged appointments and 
drop-box services are still available; call 519-284-2340 
to book.
Patrons 12 years of age and older wishing to access 
the PRC, Aquatics Centre and Friendship Centre for 
programs and recreational services must show proof 
of being fully vaccinated (two doses plus 14 days) 
along with photo ID upon entry, subject to Provincial 
exemptions.  
Details: townofstmarys.com/covid19

Community Wellness & Stonetown Supports
Community Wellness Programs 
Our Community Wellness Programs are available to 
people of all ages and abilities who need assistance with 
essential needs such as:

• Hot and frozen meal delivery 
• Delivery of groceries and other essentials
• Social connection calls and telephone reassurance
• Virtual and telephone programming 
Contact us 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday to Friday)
Details: townofstmarys.com/communitywellness or 519-284-3272 
 
Stonetown Supports 
If you are in need of supports and resources for food 
security, mental health and addiction, financial aid, 
housing, youth services and more, visit our website.  
Details: townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

General Municipal Updates
Upcoming Meetings
Special Meeting of Council (Budget) 
A Special Meeting of Council will be held November 16 at 
9:00 a.m. This meeting will mark the start of Town Council 
budget deliberations. It will be live streamed on our 
YouTube channel and the agenda will be available on our 
website on November 12, 2021. 
Public Open House (Official Plan)  
A Virtual Public Open House will be held November 17 
at 6:00 p.m. to provide the public with the opportunity to 
review and ask questions about the proposed Official Plan 
and background materials. It will be live streamed on our 
YouTube channel.  
Details: townofstmarys.com/Meetings

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

REMEMBRANCE DAY
NOVEMBER 11, 2021

From the team at AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Limited
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COMMUNITY —

1) What is the capital of Iceland?

2) Who painted the Mona Lisa?

3) What is Queen Elizabeth II's surname?

4) What's a baby rabbit called?

5) To a single decimal point, many 
kilometers are in a mile?

6) If all of the states of America were placed 
in alphabetical order, what would be first 
and last?

7) How many elements are there in the 
periodic table?

8) How many valves does the heart have?

9) Who is the highest spiritual leader of 
Tibet?

10) In what franchise would you find the 
character Katniss Everdeen?

Sponsored by: 17 Water St. S  
519-860-8662Gordy's

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Seniors of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for 
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our seniors of the week are Shirley Pite 
and Sharon Haynes who are celebrating 
their 70th birthday on Friday, November 

12. Shirley and Sharon, were the first set of 
twins born at St. Marys Memorial Hospital. 

Shirley has 2 sons, 5 grandchildren and 
Sharon has 2 sons, 3 grandchildren, 2 step 
grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren. 

Happy Birthday!

The St. Marys Memorial Hospital was built in 1950 
to commemorate and honor lives lost during the 
Second World War. In 1960 a two-story addition was 
built to provide additional patient beds and out-pa-
tient care. Updates to the Emergency Department 
and patient rooms were completed in 1981 and in 
1992 the Cafeteria and dietary facilities were add-
ed. 

Today, the Foundation in partnership with the Hu-
ron Perth Healthcare Alliance is pleased to an-
nounce plans for a major two-year rebuild project 
for the St. Marys Memorial Hospital – Here For You 
Today, Building For Tomorrow. 

The St. Marys Healthcare Foundation is honoured 
to announce Shelley MacDonald as the Honorary 
Chair for this campaign. Shelley and Craig were the 
owners of our local Foodland grocery store. Sadly, 
Craig passed on March 29, 2020 due to complica-
tions from COVID-19. “The St. Marys Hospital plays 
a fundamental role in the health and well-being of 
residents, workers and visitors in our community, 
offering a wide range of services and medical ex-
pertise. As St. Marys and area continues to grow, so 
does the need for the hospital to have the most up-
to-date equipment and services available to pro-
vide the best care possible to its patients.” - Shelley 
MacDonald 

It has always been the Foundation’s mission to cre-
ate a healthy and active community by strengthen-
ing the health care systems in St. Marys and the 
surrounding area. Over the years, St. Marys Health-
care Foundation has provided funding for new pa-
tient beds, digital imagery equipment, an updated 
nurses station and communications station for the 
Emergency Department and a new tub room. 

However, since the pandemic, the need to provide 
a facility that meets the expectations of Canadian 
Healthcare Facilities Standards has been recog-
nized by the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance. 

The Foundation is taking a proactive approach to 
meet these guidelines by upgrading the St. Marys 
Memorial Hospital. “I have worked in the Emergen-
cy Department and the Inpatient Unit for 9 months 
now and I am certain that the proposed chang-
es in the hospital rebuild project will greatly im-
prove patient care. Renovating the patient rooms 
to include the necessities of a modern hospital will 

mean that patients are more comfortable and that 
staff are capable of providing the standard of care.” 
- Dr. Rachael Berta, Physician 

The rebuild project will be completed in two phases 
with phase one commencing in June 2022. The proj-
ect is estimated to cost $6M and the Foundation has 
committed $2M to date. Our goal is to raise another 
$3M through the Here For You Today, Building For 
Tomorrow campaign.

 The total contribution by the St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation to the rebuild project will be $5M. This 
project, born from the “Someone I Know” campaign, 
originally a refresh of patient rooms, has grown to 
a complete hospital rebuild project, which will in-
clude: 

- A zero-pressure isolation room 

- Mechanical patient lifts 

- Mechanized built-in headboards 

- Wheelchair accessible washrooms 

- Upgraded fire protection system 

- New healthcare staff sanitation stations 

To support these upgrades, new plumbing, electri-
cal and ductwork will be required throughout. 

“The improvements we will be making through this 
project are significant. Patient rooms will be saf-
er and more accessible for patients, caregivers and 
family members, and the improvements overall will 
greatly enhance our staff experience. Investments 
like this do not happen without the generosity of 
our community, the leadership of our Foundation 
and the vision and commitment of the Huron Perth 
Healthcare Alliance - all are commended for the 
commitment exhibited and we cannot wait to "rib-
bon-cut" this important step forward in health care 
at the St. Marys Memorial Hospital." - Andrew Wil-
liams, CEO of HPHA 

Help us make a difference in how we care about 
health in St. Marys. To see how you can give, visit 
our website (stmaryshealthcare.foundation). By do-
nating towards the hospital rebuild project – Here 
For You Today, Building For Tomorrow, you will be 
directly investing in the future and the continued 
tradition of high-quality healthcare in our commu-
nity.

$6 million rebuild project for 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
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By Pat Payton

Talk about a way to get family members together 
who hadn't seen each other in a number of years.

The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 236, and their 
Veteran banners program gets the lion's share of 
the credit.

A small story on the four Oliver brothers, sons of 
Hugh Oliver and raised in the Avonbank area, first 
appeared in an edition of the St. Marys Journal Ar-
gus newspaper, in February of 1945. The story, with 
four head shots of the brothers, outlined how each 
of them served their country during the Second 
World War.

Pte. John Oliver, R.C.E.M.E., enlisted in the Cana-
dian Ordnance Corps in January, 1942. He fought 
in Italy. Before enlisting, he worked on the family 
farm.

Pte. Grant Oliver enlisted in 1940. He injured a 
knee while in training at Camp Borden in Novem-
ber of 1940. The following January, he received a 
discharge and returned to work at Richardson's 
Foundry. He was then a Sergeant in 'D' Company 
Perth Reserves.

Pte. Hugh Oliver offered his services in November, 
1942 and went overseas in November, 1944. The 
21-year-old formerly worked at Richardson's.

Sergt. Bruce Oliver was an Air Gunner with the 
R.C.A.F. The 19-year-old enlisted in November, 
1943 and graduated in December, 1944 at Mont Joli 
in Quebec.

One young son, Stanley, remained on the family 
farm. The only daughter, Beth, attended St. Marys 
Collegiate Institute.

Cousin wanted to honour her four uncles

Fast-forward to today, and Legion Branch 236 
vice-president Bim Graham picks up the story.

"My cousin Margaret Oliver Smith wanted to know 
how to go about getting our four uncles on my 
mother's side on (Veteran) banners for this year," 
Graham told the Independent. "She started a group 
Facebook page with the aim of getting her cousins 
involved in getting their parents on banners."

Family members from London, Guelph, Niagara 
and British Columbia all got on board.

"Even though her father was too young and unable 
to serve, Margaret wanted her uncles honoured," 
Graham continued. "She got a lot of positive re-
plies, and the St. Marys Museum helped find the 
article on the Oliver boys and printed it off for us. 
With about a week to spare, she finally got every-
one to respond positively and now all four of the 
Oliver boys are proudly displayed on the streets of 
St. Marys."

All four of the Oliver banners are hanging on Wel-
lington Street. They are among the 112 Veteran 
banners on display on streets, bridges and in store-
front windows in the downtown core.

"These banners are not only helping to keep the 
memories of these four Oliver brothers alive, but it 
also got a group of cousins who have not seen each 
other in a number of years together to reminisce," 
Graham added.

Several family members were in town this past 
weekend to view the banners. They later gathered 
at the Legion to catch up.

Oliver brothers flying proudly on Legion Veteran banners
Raised in the Avonbank area, all four served their country in the Second World War

Royal Canadian Legion vice-president Bim Graham 
poses for a photo with his cousin Margaret Oli-
ver Smith, of the Guelph area, this past Saturday at 
Branch 236. Smith spearheaded a drive to get her 
four uncles on Legion Veteran banners in town this 
year.  (Payton photo)

The Legion Veteran banners of the four Oliver broth-
ers, from the Avonbank area, are displayed on Wel-
lington Street. The above banner tells the story of  
Sergt. Bruce Oliver, who was an Air Gunner with the 
R.C.A.F. The 19-year-old enlisted in November, 1943.  
(Payton photo)

COMMUNITY —

We Remember
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Part 1 of a two-week feature

By Pat Payton

Thirty-seven years as a soldier in the 
Canadian Forces (CF) took Tom Jen-
kins all across Canada and around the 
world.

In addition to serving from one end 
of this country to the other, including 
Haida Gwaii (formerly known as the 
Queen Charlotte Islands off British 
Columbia), the Labrador native spent 
time in places such as Bermuda, Ger-
many, Bosnia and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Jenkins, who retired from the mili-
tary in 2009, has served as president 
of Perth Regiment Veterans St. Marys 
Branch 236 Royal Canadian Legion 
since 2017.

In a recent interview with the Inde-
pendent, the St. Marys resident talked 
about his long military career.

"We enjoyed all the postings we went 
to," Jenkins said, but it's "the people 
by far" who stand above everything 
else when he reflects back on a career 
spanning almost four decades.

"We made friends in our first posting 
in Inuvik, who we're still really tight 
with today," he says. "It's been years 
since we physically lived in the same 
space together, but we're still good 
friends.

"The best part about making your way 
up the ranks in the military is when 
you get to help the guys behind you. 
There is nothing better than writing 
a performance evaluation report on 
somebody and watching them prog-
ress through the chain (of command). 
You really feel proud that you helped 
contribute to that person's career and 

brought them along."

Jenkins says the military is comprised 
of a "wonderful mixture" of citizens 
who live in this country. "You really 
meet some great guys and gals, you re-
ally do."

Born in Labrador

Tom Jenkins was born on May 20, 1955 
in Happy Valley, Labrador. His father 
Edgar Jenkins was stationed in Goose 
Bay at the time. Edgar served 26 years 
in the artillery, and another seven as 
a military firefighter for a total of 33 
years in the Canadian Forces.

While still in high school, Tom Jenkins 
joined the Reserves in July, 1972, with 
the 26th Field Regiment of the Royal 
Canadian Artillery in Brandon, Mani-
toba.

"I grew up on military bases my whole 
life," Jenkins recalled. "It's all I ever 
saw. Going to school, I initially didn't 
have any aspirations to join the mil-
itary. I got into the Reserves when I 
was still in high school, and I did 18 
months in the artillery. I got a taste of 
it."

After graduating from high school and 
a very brief stay at Brandon Universi-
ty, he left the Reserves early in 1974 
and joined the regular component of 
the CF at the recruiting centre in Win-
nipeg. "I liked what I saw in the Re-
serves and my dad made a good living 
in the military," he said. "And I en-
joyed the moving-around aspects that 
my family had done, so I went for it."

Various tests showed an aptitude in 
the communications field, and Jen-
kins signed on as a Communicator 
Research (Comm Rsch) Operator. The 
trade dealt in signals intelligence – in-

tercepting foreign military communi-
cations.

After three months of basic training at 
the Canadian Forces Recruit School in 
Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, he attended 
trades training at the Canadian Forc-
es School of Communications & Elec-
tronics (CFSCE), located at Canadian 
Forces Base (CFB) Kingston. It was the 
longest trades course in the CF at the 
time, and took nine months to com-
plete.

First posting in Inuvik

Jenkins reported to his first posting -- 
Canadian Forces Station (CFS) Inuvik, 
N.W.T. in January, 1975. In November, 
1975, he was transferred to CFS Alert, 

a listening post on the northern tip of 
Ellesmere Island (at that time it was in 
the N.W.T., but it is now in Nunavut). 
Located about 800 k.m. from the north 
pole, it's the most northerly perma-
nently inhabited settlement on earth. 
This was the first of five operational 
tours of Alert. The first three tours 
were six months, the fourth was five 
months, and the fifth was four months.

In May, 1976, Tom left Alert and trav-
elled straight to St. Marys. On June 5 in 
the St. Marys United Church, he mar-
ried his fiancée, Janice Thomson, with 
whom he'd been pen pals for a num-
ber of years. The couple then returned 
to Inuvik. In June of 1979, while Tom 

COMMUNITY —
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The military career of D77 312 110 Captain Tom Jenkins
St. Marys resident served 37 years across Canada and in different parts of the world

Private Tom Jenkins receiving his Top Student award at the end of his Communi-
cator Research trade training in late 1974. He went on to a 37-year career in the 
Canadian Forces (CF), taking him and his family all across Canada and around 
the world. Jenkins retired from the military in 2009.  (Contributed photo)

Tom Jenkins has been president of the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 236, since 
2017. In September of this year, Jenkins received a prestigious Legion Life Mem-
bership. It's the second-highest award a person can receive in the Legion. He has 
been a member of the Legion executive for the past seven years.  (Payton photo)

Continued on page 9
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The military career of D77 312 110 Captain Tom Jenkins
was in Alert for his second tour, Jan 
returned to St. Marys to give birth to 
their son, Gord.

In June, 1980, the young family left In-
uvik as they were posted to CFS Ber-
muda. In December, 1981, Jan gave 
birth to their daughter, Alana. Their 
time in the sun lasted only two years as 
another impending trip to Alert meant 
that they had to return to Canada.

CFS Gander, Newfoundland was the 
family's next stop in June, 1982. They 
enjoyed their time on 'The Rock' as 
Tom had a grandmother and other 
family members on the northern tip of 
the island at Quirpon.

In July, 1985, their next posting sent 
them to CFS Masset on what was then 
the Queen Charlotte Islands off the 
coast of British Columbia (since 2010 
it's been called Haida Gwaii). They 
took leave on top of the travelling time 
given by the military and drove from 
an island off the east coast to one off 
the west coast with a six-year-old and 
a four-year-old. "Quite an adventure," 
he remembers.

Off to Germany

In August, 1989, the Jenkins were ex-
cited to once again serve outside Can-
ada, this time assigned to an exchange 
position with the U.S. Army in Germa-
ny. Canadian Forces Supplementary 
Radio System Headquarters Detach-
ment Augsburg was created to place 
13 Canadian service personnel in with 
U.S. army troops at United States Army 
Field Station Augsburg, Germany. Lo-
cated in Bavaria about an hour outside 
of Munich, it was a "great experience." 
They were there when the Berlin wall 
fell.

The Jenkins were then posted to 
CFSCE, the communications school at 
CFB Kingston, in August, 1992. There, 
Tom developed training courses, in-
structed, and supervised instructors 
for various Comm Rsch courses. In 
1997, they stayed in Kingston, with a 
year-long French course as Tom's next 
task. He worked hard at it, but his suc-
cess was minimal.

The next assignment happened in 
July 1998, to Maritime Forces Atlantic 
headquarters in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
When they departed Kingston, they 
left without their son Gord. He had 

joined the Reserves and stayed be-
hind in the barracks. (Gord is still in 
the army and is now in his 25th year of 
service. Between Tom, his father and 
his son, their combined service totals 
95 years and counting).

In Halifax, Tom was the Senior Comm 
Rsch member and was responsible for 
coordinating the placement of Comm 
Rsch personnel on various Hali-
fax-based ships to provide signals in-
telligence capabilities. He stayed only 
two years as he was promoted to Chief 
Warrant Officer (CWO), the high-
est-enlisted rank in the CF.

In August, 2000, they were posted to 
CFS Leitrim in the southern part of 
Ottawa. Once again, they left behind 
a family member -- this time their 
daughter Alana. She had enrolled in 
a radio and television arts program in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia.

Jenkins' position in Leitrim was the 
Station Chief Warrant Officer. The 
position works closely with the Com-
manding Officer, keeping him/her in-
formed of issues within the ranks for 
over 600 personnel. He was in charge 
of discipline, including conducting 
military trials for various offenses. He 

also acted as Security Officer for the 
station.

Base in Sarajevo, Bosnia

Shortly after arriving, Jenkins saw that 
a volunteer was needed to serve a de-
ployment to Camp Butmir, a United 
Nations (UN) base located in Sarajevo, 
Bosnia. He applied, and was fortunate 
enough to get the position as the ser-
geant major of the Multinational Sig-
nals Group.

The unit was responsible for providing 
and maintaining communications for 
the various UN units serving with the 
Stabilization Force (SFOR) throughout 
Bosnia. He quickly found that main-
taining discipline was hard enough 
with one set of rules, but even more so 
when his unit contained soldiers from 
The Netherlands, Portugal, Germany, 
Poland, Italy, the United States and 
Great Britain in addition to Canada.

Jenkins was due to fly home at the end 
of his six-and-a-half month tour on 
Sept. 13, 2001. That return date was 
delayed due to 9/11 happening just 
two days before in New York.

(See Part 2 of the Tom Jenkins inter-
view in next week's Independent)

Continued from page 8
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ANAF U15 boys team off to a great start in 2021-22
Tipping strikes for four in convincing shutout win over Lambeth last week
By Pat Payton

Head coach Mark Brintnell says there is a lot trend-
ing in a positive direction with his ANAF U15 boys 
hockey team.

Brintnell's squad is 4-0-2 in Shamrock play, al-
lowing only eight goals against in those six league 
games to date. They trail only the Mt. Brydges Cou-
gars (6-1-1) in the SHL Tier 1 standings.

Late last month, the U15 team got things started 
with a tournament win in Tillsonburg, capturing the 
annual Roy Beechey Memorial event. The SMMHA 
crew lost its opening game 2-1, but roared back to 
win its next four--including a 4-0 victory over Ayr 
in the final.

Defensively, the Rock allowed only five goals 
against in their five tournament games. The offence 
also came alive in their two playoff games, produc-
ing eight goals.

"We're off to a great start this season," coach Brint-
nell told the Independent last Wednesday, just after 
his team skated to a convincing 5-0 Shamrock vic-
tory over the Lambeth Lancers.

"The boys have bought in right from the start. We 
picked this team because we knew we would be 
deep. We're a good skating club, we're relentless on 
the puck, and the guys have just a ton of grit.

"The model that we've put in place is that every-
body is going to go hard, each and every game, and 
in all three periods of hockey. You saw it out there 
tonight."

Good team depth

Brintnell reiterated that his team has great depth, 
right from goaltenders Cyler Pickering and Trevor 
Aarts out.

"We can run all three lines, and not worry about 
which one is on the ice," he pointed out. "We have 
two good sets of defencemen, with a fifth one rotat-
ing in there, as well as two strong goaltenders. So 
we're deep from the pipes out, and it gives us all 

kinds of opportunities to put different line combi-
nations on the ice, depending on what is going on 
in a particular game."

Early in the season, one area the coach said his 
team still needs to work on is puck movement.

"Particularly breaking out of our own zone," he said 

specifically. "We're fine moving the puck, and we've 
been working on it in practice. The plays are start-
ing to develop for us. I just think we need to move 
the puck a little more while we're in full stride."

Brintnell likes the progress of his team to date for 
two reasons, he said.

"On the ice, we've had some success this year al-
ready, both in the regular season and at the Tillson-
burg tournament. But more importantly, I see good 
things off the ice, too. This is a great group of kids 
and they love being around each other. Sometimes 
it's hard for the coaches to get the boys focused and 
motivated for the game," he said with a laugh.

"It's just a great group of kids who love playing the 
game of hockey, and they're fun to coach."

Helping Brintnell on the bench are assistant coach-
es Dan Schiedel, Robb McIntosh and Jake Watt.

Tipping strikes for four

Leading the way in last Wednesday's convincing 
win over Lambeth was winger Jayden Tipping, who 
fired four goals--including three in a row.

The line of Tipping, Nate Schiedel and Hayden 
Brintnell collected seven points. Oliver McHugh 
picked up the other St. Marys goal, while Brintnell 
and Colton Henderson both contributed two as-
sists. Goalie Cyler Pickering recorded the shutout 
and the defensive corps played a strong game in 
front of him.

The Rock totally dominated the contest, with the 
puck rarely leaving the Lancers' end. They buzzed 
around the Lambeth net the entire night, building 
period leads of 2-0 and 3-0.

Notes:

--The ANAF U15 boys team hosts Petrolia Oilers 
this Wednesday, Nov. 10 at 8:30 p.m.

--Brintnell and company head to their Regional 
Silver Stick tournament in Pelham on the Nov. 26-
28 weekend.

Four goals by winger Jayden Tipping sparked the 
ANAF U15 boys team to a 5-0 Shamrock victory over 
Lambeth Lancers last Wednesday night at the PRC.  
(Payton photo)

Cainen O'Doherty (12), of the U13 A-E boys team, fights off the checking from a 
Dresden Jr. Kings player during a recent Shamrock game at the PRC. Coached by Dan 
McIntosh, the U13 team is sponsored by St. Marys Building Centre.  (Payton photo)

Forward Will Jacobs (27), of the U13 A-E boys team, passes the puck to a teammate 
during a recent Shamrock League game against the Dresden Jr. Kings at the PRC. The 
contest was close until the third period when the Kings pulled away.  (Payton photo)
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By Pat Payton

CLINTON - The DCVI Senior and 
Junior girls basketball teams trav-
elled here to St. Anne's last Wednes-
day and came home with two Hu-
ron-Perth League victories.

Both games against the home-town 
Eagles were close through three 
quarters.

The Seniors let St. Anne's keep it 
tight until the fourth quarter, and 
then with better shot selection, an 
impressive press break, and some 
clock management, the Salukis (2-2) 
carved out a 40-30 victory.

Guard Ellen Thorup led DCVI shoot-
ers with 11 points. Seven of the 10 
St. Marys players hit the scoresheet. 
Lily McDermid had 13 points for the 
Eagles.

"Lots of energy from the team; they 
are developing real team chemistry 
and playing with a lot of heart -- div-
ing for balls, creating a lot of jump 
balls and driving," coach Monica 
Ryan reported.

The Junior girls found their rhythm 
and sailed through the fourth quar-
ter to a final score of 37-23, improv-
ing their H-P record to 2-1.

No scoring stats were available from 
the Junior game.

The DCVI hoop teams head to Strat-
ford St. Mikes on Wednesday, Nov. 10 
for their final regular-season games, 
and will begin league playoffs on 
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

Boys volleyball summaries

The Junior boys volleyball team 
notched a come-from-behind win 
against the Vikings last Tuesday in 
Goderich.

In the opening set, Ian Moore's Sa-

lukis struggled to wake up after the 
long drive, losing the set 25-19 and 
allowing the Vikings to earn nine un-
earned points from serving faults or 
simply letting the ball hit the floor 

without a player moving.

In the second set, the visitors again 
struggled at the beginning of the set 
-- getting down 14-6 due to a mental 
lapse. Thanks to some great serving 

from Griffin Van Bolhuis, the team 
got back into the game and gave 
Goderich a run, but lost 25-21.

At the start of the third set, the Vi-
kings came out confident, thinking 
they would easily claim another vic-
tory, but the Salukis had other ideas. 
Playing with a confidence they ha-
ven't shown much this year, the 
DCVI squad rolled to a 25-16 victory, 
thanks to a total team effort.

With the win from the pivotal set be-
hind them, Salukis continued their 
winning ways, earning the fourth set 
win, 25-20. In the fifth and final set, 
the team (1-2) went for their first 
match win of the season and defeat-
ed the Vikings 15-11.

It was a well-deserved, overall victo-
ry, coach Moore noted.

Senior boys finish 4-0

The Senior boys volleyball team fin-
ished their regular-season schedule 
in Goderich last Tuesday with anoth-
er three-game sweep.

The team got off to yet another slow 
start, but after adjusting their atti-
tudes, found their groove quickly and 
settled into a nice rhythm. Left side 
Jake Littlejohn had himself a game, 
covering the floor effectively on de-
fence and then sliding outside to put 
the ball to the floor.

Arthur Douglas provided some 
much-needed firepower from the 
right side of the court, in addition to 
a couple of nice blocks.

The final scores were 25-21, 25-18 
and 25-17 in favour of St. Marys.

Steve Chateauvert's first-place Sa-
lukis (4-0) will now prepare for the 
playoffs, which they'll host in the 
cozy confines of the 'Dawg Pound' 
this week.

SPORTS —
DCVI girls basketball teams gain wins at St. Anne's
Junior boys volleyball squad rallies from 0-2 deficit to defeating Vikings 3-2

Senior Salukis' guard Ellen Thorup (8) heads to the F.E. Madill Mustangs basket 
and scores two points during a recent Huron-Perth basketball game at DCVI. The 
hoop teams head to St. Mikes on Wednesday, Nov. 10 for their final regular-season 
games.  (Payton file photo)
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WANTED: Full time and part time staff required for snow removal duties in St. Marys. Day and night positions required. Must be reliable and
physically fit. Call Liz for more information or to arrange an interview. 519-801-3442.

Full time and part time staff required 
for snow removal duties in St. Marys.  

Day and night positions required. 
Must be reliable and physically fit.  
Call Liz for more information or to 

arrange an interview.  
519-801-3442.

HELP WANTED:  
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SPORTS —
Lincs continue to play .500 hockey in Western loop
Lincolns beat Legionnaires, but lose badly to Rockets at home last week
By Pat Payton

St. Marys Lincolns are 5-2 on the 
road and 2-5 at home to date this 
season.

It's a "puzzling" record, coach Trent 
McClement admitted after Lincs 
were dumped 7-1 by the Strathroy 
Rockets last Friday night at the PRC. 
It was probably the Lincolns' worst 
game this GOJHL season, while the 
Rockets certainly didn't look like an 
eighth-place team.

"I'm just wondering if we're too com-
fortable at home," said McClement, 
searching for answers. "The thing 
about Covid on the road, you're not 
allowed in the rinks too early. I'm 
just wondering if we're a little too 
lackadaisical at home. We come to 
the rink early, and maybe we get too 
comfortable. It's got to be something 
when you're 2-5 at home.

"We have an opposite record on the 
road at 5-2. But we have to correct 
things at home. If you want to be a 
good hockey team, you have to take 
care of home ice."

Rockets (3-10-1-2) went into the 
game without a win in their last six 
starts. Lincolns are now 7-7 and con-
tinue to sit in sixth place in the West-
ern Conference standings.

After weekend action, Leamington 
Flyers (11-3-0-0) sit atop the pack -- 
two points ahead of London Nation-
als (10-3-0-0). LaSalle Vipers (9-4-0-
1) and the surprising Komoka Kings 
(9-5-1-0) are tied for third place.

Rockets 7 - Lincolns 1

At the PRC Friday night, the Lin-
colns' struggles with consistency on 
home ice continued. After playing a 
great game in Sarnia 24 hours ear-
lier, Lincs failed to carry that mo-
mentum into the Strathroy contest. 
They seemed to be a step behind the 
Rockets all night, and continually 
lost one-on-one battles for the puck.

After taking a 1-0 first-period lead, 
Strathroy took charge in the mid-
dle frame with three unanswered 
goals--including two just 20 seconds 
apart. Bryce Walcarius replaced in-
jured starter Ryan Wheeler after the 
fourth Rockets' goal. The visitors 
built a 7-0 advantage in the third be-
fore Kieran Moore spoiled Strathroy 
goalie Gordie O'Dwyer's shutout bid 
with just 1:22 to play.

Riley Wood, with two, Jeff Luchanko 
(powerplay), Kane Johnson, Caden 
Faulkner, Carson Perry (powerplay) 
and Dylan Dundas scored for the 
Rockets.

Shots were 31-23 in favour of St. 

Marys, including 14-4 in the final 20 
minutes.

"We out-shot Strathroy by almost 
10 shots and we lose 7-1," McClem-
ent said with a shrug. "In all hones-
ty, we have to score on our chances, 
and tonight our goalies were fighting 
the puck a little bit. I didn't think it 
was a 7-1 game. If you don't score on 
your chances, you don't win hockey 
games.

"I don't think I've ever coached a 
team before that out-shot the oth-
er team by nine shots and lost 7-1. 
We came out in the third period and 
worked our tails off and they scored 
three goals."

Lincolns called up forward Jimmy 
Schiedel from the Huron-Perth U18 
'AAA' Lakers for the game.

Lincolns 5 - Legionnaires 2

At the Sarnia Arena last Thursday, 
a strong performance by Lincolns' 
powerplay was key in a well-de-
served 5-2 victory over the strug-
gling Legionnaires.

With the man advantage, Lincs cre-
ated good chances all night and 
they clinched the win with a pair of 
third-period powerplay tallies. The 
visitors, meanwhile, held a wide ter-
ritorial edge the entire night.

"I thought we could have eight goals 
tonight," coach McClement said. 
"Our powerplay was clicking and it's 
something we've really worked on 
in practice. The main thing was just 
moving the puck quickly."

Lincolns snapped a two-game losing 
skid with the victory, and improved 
their record to 2-0 against Sarnia. 
For the last-place Legionnaires (3-
12), it was their sixth straight defeat 
and 10th in their last 11 games.

"We had lost two games in a row, so 
to me it was a must-win tonight," 
McClement added. "We knew the two 
points were huge, and we were fo-
cused for 60 minutes. Overall, I think 
it was one of our better team efforts 

this season."

Wild second period

After a scoreless first period, the 
teams combined for five second-pe-
riod goals. St. Marys radio announc-
er Spencer Seymour described the 
middle frame as an "electrifying" 20 
minutes of hockey.

Sarnia opened the scoring on a pow-
erplay at the 1:12 mark, but Lincs' 
centre Kyle Morey (his fifth) tied it 
31 seconds later and Eric Smith put 
the visitors ahead 2-1 just 59 seconds 
after that. After the Legionnaires' 
Jett Morningstar tied it 2-2 at 6:38, 
Smith (his third) put St. Marys ahead 
to stay with 3:57 left in the period.

The two third-period powerplay 
markers came off the stick of Lin-
colns' veteran Ethan Lamoureux. His 
second man-advantage goal came 
with 2:19 to play and was his fifth of 
the season.

"(Defenceman Thomas) Munro hit 
Lammy for a couple of tap-in goals 
on the powerplay," McClement noted. 
"That's something we've been work-
ing on. We're trying to add things to 
our offence, and the powerplay is 
one of those ways."

Lamoureux finished the night with 
three points, while Munro contribut-
ed three assists and fellow blueliner 
Eric Lalonde helped set up a pair of 
goals.

Lincs out-shot the home team in ev-
ery period, and 38-17 overall. Sarnia 
got credit for just three shots in the 
final 20 minutes.

Bryce Walcarius (4-3) earned the net 
win. Legionnaires, meanwhile, have 
given up the most goals (68) in the 
conference to date.

Upcoming: Lincolns have a tough 
weekend ahead, facing two teams 
ahead of them in the standings. They 
host London Nationals Friday at 7:30 
p.m., then hit the road Saturday for a 
game in Komoka against the red-hot 
Kings at 7:15 p.m. Kings have won 
their last four games.

Forward Eric Smith (17) screens Rockets' goalie Gordie O'Dwyer, helping Kieran 
Moore score Lincolns' lone goal against Strathroy late in the third period last 
Friday night at the PRC. Lincs (7-7) host the second-place London Nationals this 
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  (Payton photo)

Wednesday Competitive Curling League Standings

Team W-L-T Pts
Adam Hudson 3-0-0 9
Ian Morton 3-0-0 9
Derek Shackleton 3-0-0 9
Chris Meyer 1-2-0 5
Pat Murray 1-2-0 5
Linda McFadyen 0-3-0 3
Mike Smith 0-3-0 3
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SPORTS —
Close race for St. Marys Lincolns' team scoring lead
By Pat Payton

It's a close race for St. Marys Lin-
colns' team scoring lead.

After last week's GOJHL games, rook-
ie Noah VandenBrink (6-8) and vet-
eran Ethan Lamoureux (5-9) were 
tied at the top with 14 points apiece. 
Next on the list are rookie centre Kyle 
Morey (5-7) and veteran defenceman 
Thomas Munro (3-9) with 12 points 
each.

VandenBrink, a Hamilton Bulldogs' 
OHL draft pick, also leads the Lincs 
with three powerplay goals to date. 
Lamoureux has two.

--VandenBrink, meanwhile, was not 
in the Lincolns' line-up last Friday 
night against Strathroy. The 16-year-
old Belmont native played three 
games with the OHL Bulldogs last 
weekend.

--Lincs held their annual Remem-
brance Day service last Friday prior 
to the Strathroy game.

Colour parties from the Royal Cana-
dian Legion, Branch 236, and ANAF 
Unit 265 took part in the on-ice cer-
emony.

Trumpeter Alan Lounds performed 
the Last Post and Reveille, and Pip-
er Les Brunton performed the Piper's 
Lament. Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell sang 
O'Canada.

Taking part from the ANAF were 
president Roy Maynard, Sgt. At Arms 
Evelyn Albers, and acting vice-presi-
dent Dave Ellis. Also representing the 
ANAF was Veteran George Hayes, a 
Veteran Peacekeeper.

Taking part from the Royal Canadi-
an Legion were president and Vet-

eran Tom Jenkins, Sgt. At Arms Dar-
ryl Golz, Veteran Service Officer Bill 
Taylor, Legion member Steve Gregg, 
and Poppy chairman Owen March-
ant. Taylor and Gregg were both flag 
bearers.

St. Marys mayor Al Strathdee also 
took part in the Remembrance cer-
emony. Strathdee, Maynard and Jen-
kins all dropped the ceremonial first 
pucks between the two team captains.

--Lincolns' coach Trent McClement 
told the Independent that the reg-
ular-season is a "50-game process" 

leading to the playoffs.

"I think you get a true look at the 
league by Christmas," McClement 
said recently. "I don't really look at 
the standings this early in the sea-
son. As a coach, I have to get my team 
playing the right way.

"We're trying to fix the little things 
with our team right now. I tell my 
players, 'how do we fix a mistake and 
make sure it doesn't happen again?' I 
think we're on the way."

--Strathroy (3-10-1-2) has had a slow 

start, but new coach Jason Williams 
says his team is getting healthy again 
and now icing a full line-up.

"We had a lot of injuries, at one time 
we had seven players out of the line-
up," the former NHLer said prior to 
last Friday's game in St. Marys. "We're 
looking forward to getting back to 
being a healthy team. There's lots 
of games left, and we're looking at 
turning things around. We just have 
to clean up the mistakes that we've 
made early in the season."

A team strength with the Rockets is 
speed.

"We're a pretty quick group," Williams 
noted. "We've talked about our identi-
ty, and we feel we're a team that nev-
er gives up. That's why we've been in 
a lot of games; we battle right to the 
end. It shows that we have good char-
acter guys.

"We're a pretty young team; we have 
a lot of 17-year-olds. We also have five 
20-year-olds."

--Former Lincoln Ryan Burke is tied 
for third in team scoring with Na-
van Grads of the Central Canada 
Hockey League, a 12-team Tier II Jr. 
'A' League in Eastern Ontario. The 
18-year-old Londoner has five goals 
and 14 points in 15 games after last 
weekend's CCHL games.

In his lone season in St. Marys (2019-
20), as a 16-year-old, the crafty cen-
treman had 13 goals and 41 points. He 
was selected Lincolns' Rookie-of-the-
Year and also named to the Western 
Conference All-Rookie team.

The Grads, meanwhile, are in third 
place in the CCHL's Yzerman Divi-
sion with a 9-5-0-1 record.

The Jr. 'B' Lincolns held their annual Remembrance Day service last Friday night, 
just prior to the Strathroy game. Colour parties from the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 236, and ANAF Unit 265 took part in the on-ice ceremony. ANAF presi-
dent Roy Maynard, St. Marys mayor Al Strathdee and Legion president Tom Jen-
kins dropped the ceremonial first pucks between Strathroy captain Carson Perry, 
left, and Lincs' captain Max Mulder.  (Payton photo)

The DCVI field hockey team posed for a photo before playing their final game of the 2021 season in Exeter recently. From left, front row: Rylee Nethercott, Keirsyn 
Wood, Skylar Fadelle, Rory Brockman, Ella Carter and Marcela Gil. Middle row: Coach Jessica Chateauvert, Neave Goris, Kylie Fifield, Alex Binning, Ella Boersma, 
Chandler Smith, Matt Luyten, Lydia Taylor, Josie Corby, Kiara McGregor, Minota Lovering, Jorja Linton and coach Bob Ellison. Back row: Megan Morning, Eve Greig, 
Emily Shrubsole, Anna Standeaven, Marissa Hawkins, Mackenzie Fierling, Emily McCurdy, Maitane Ostolaza, Olive Aarts, Candela Beltrain, Jenna Switzer and coach 
Katie Brine.  (Contributed)
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BRAMPTON - St. Marys resident Maia Moore re-
cently competed at the Canadian University Ulti-
mate Championships here last month where she 
helped the McMaster Marauders win a silver med-
al.

Moore is in her final year at McMaster University 
in the Integrated Science program. She has been 
on the Ultimate team since first year and has be-
come one of the seasoned veterans on the Maraud-
ers, playing a crucial role anchoring their defence 
and being a tall target in the end zone. Unfortu-
nately, she did not get to compete last year because 
of Covid.  

In the 2021 Ultimate Championships, Moore played 
a total of nine games -- three qualifying games on 
the Friday, three pool-play games on the Saturday, 
and finally three championship games on the Sun-
day. In the last qualifying game on the Friday and 
a must-win game to get into Division 1, Moore con-
tributed five points to McMaster's 13-7 win over 
the University of Ottawa. 

Throughout the entire tournament, Moore was a 
crucial part of the Marauders' defence, covering 
the deep and potential long throws down the field 
and in the end zone. As well, she was a force of-
fensively throughout the three days, particularly in 

the semi-final game where she made a fully layout 
end-zone catch against the University of Victoria 
that broke a 10-minute scoreless stalemate -- giv-
ing McMaster the outright lead.  

Despite being the lowest-ranked team, number 
8, in the Division 1 bracket, Moore had her team 
make it to the championship final where they lost 
to the number 1 team, the University of Toronto. 

Maia, a former DCVI student-athlete, is the daugh-
ter of Ian Moore and his wife Tracy Marshment, of 
St. Marys.

Background

Ultimate, originally known as Ultimate Frisbee, is a 
team sport played with a flying disc (frisbee). The 
object of the non-contact game is to score points by 
passing the disc to members of your own team, on 
a rectangular field, 120 yards (110 metres) by 40 
yards (37 metres), until you have successfully com-
pleted a pass to a team member in the opposing 
team's end zone.

Other basic rules are that players must not take 
steps while holding the disc, and interceptions, 
incomplete passes, and passes out of bounds are 
turnovers. Rain, wind or occasionally other adver-
sities can make for a testing match with rapid turn-
overs, heightening the pressure of play.

Moore helps McMaster win silver in Ultimate Championships

St. Marys runners shine at H-P cross-country championships 

Maia Moore, of St. Marys, recently helped McMas-
ter Marauders win the silver medals at the Canadi-
an University Ultimate Championships in Brampton.  
(Contributed)

Jonah Lariviere, of the St. Mikes Warriors, won 
the Novice boys race at the recent Huron-Perth 
cross-country running championships in Clinton.  
(Mark Dewan photo)

Kiara McGregor, of the DCVI Salukis, finished a 
strong second in the Novice girls race at the recent 
Huron-Perth cross-country championships in Clin-
ton.  (Mark Dewan photo)

Ezra Bender (125), Owen Wrigley (122) and Jake 
Littlejohn (119) compete in the Senior boys race for 
the DCVI Salukis. Littlejohn won the race at the H-P 
championships.  (Mark Dewan photo)
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By Pat Payton

The sixth-place St. Marys Lincolns have made a 
coaching change 14 games into the 2021-22 GO-
JHL season.

This past weekend, the Western Conference team 
released head coach Trent McClement. The Inde-
pendent has also learned that Ryan Shipley has 
resigned as a Lincs' assistant coach, apparently 
unhappy with the McClement firing.

Lincolns, who have lost three of their last four 
games, are 7-7 in the standings. McClement's fi-
nal game behind the bench was last Friday night 
when Lincs were soundly beaten 7-1 by the visit-
ing Strathroy Rockets. It left the Lincolns with a 
2-5 record on home ice to date.

Tough decision for GM

Lincs' Director of Hockey Operations/GM Greg 
Smale said it was a very tough decision, but one 
he felt was best for the team going forward. Man-
agement felt the change was needed because they 
feel the team is better than its record right now.

"I consider Trent a friend, but there was a discon-
nect between what the coaches were asking and 
what the players were doing," Smale said. "Ulti-
mately, the players weren't responding. Was it the 
players' fault, the coaches' fault, or is it somewhere 
in between? I think it lies somewhere in between. 
But you can't trade away a whole hockey team.

"I have nothing bad to say about Trent McClem-
ent. He's a good man, a great husband, a good fa-
ther. He came here when no one else wanted to 
come here (and coach). But we just weren't getting 

the results we needed to. I truly believe a change 
was needed at this time, but it's one of the hardest 
things I've ever done. The decision was based on 
what is best for the St. Marys Lincolns."

Smale said he's now focused on moving the Lin-
colns forward. "I have to make this team better. I 
think it will pay off in the long run. Doing what 
we've been doing hasn't been working."

McClement, a 38-year-old Palmerston native, was 
in his fourth full season with St. Marys, although 

there was no 2020-21 GOJHL season because of 
Covid-19. McClement and his staff were named 
coaches-of-the-year in the West following the 
2019-20 season. That year, Lincs won 30 games 
and finished third overall.

Smale said no players left the team when learning 
that McClement had been let go. Assistant coach 
Mike Siddall, video coach Hunter Bodenham, and 
goalie coach Terry Wickham all remain with the 
team as well.

The GM said the Lincolns are "actively" searching 
for another assistant coach to replace Shipley, who 
had joined the team this season.

Jeff Bradley new head coach

Smale also announced that former London Na-
tionals' assistant coach Jeff Bradley has accepted 
the head coaching job with the Lincs.

Bradley, who resigned from the Nats earlier this 
season, met with the St. Marys captains Sunday 
night and is running team practices this week.

Smale describes Bradley as a communicator and 
teacher. "He's a very energetic, very well-prepared 
person," he said. "I think you're going to see more 
structure, more team play, better zone coverage."

Bradley's first game with the Lincolns is this Fri-
day against his former team. Game time at the 
PRC is 7:30 p.m.

Notes:

--Over the past three seasons, with McClement at 
the helm, Lincs were 48-50-6-8 in regular-season 
play and 4-2 in the playoffs.

Lincolns release head coach Trent McClement on weekend

Jeff Bradley
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October 4 - December 13, 2021 October 4 - December 13, 2021 October 4 - December 13, 2021 October 4 - December 12, 2021

Former London Nationals' assistant coach Jeff Bradley new Lincs' bench boss
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Spend $75 on giftware, toys, fashion 
or fragrance, and receive... 

W�kly Holiday 
Promo

November
 12th-18th

10,000
 Guardian
Rewards
 Points

*conditions apply.

JACKSON’S PHARMACY

We deliver same day free & offer curbside pickup!
jacksonsorders@sunshinedrugs.com•519.284.1491

Our Holiday Gift Guide
Is H�e!

Visit sunshinedrugs.com/jacksons

Kids Hooded Throws 1999

Cobble Hill Puzzles 2249 

Hallmark Letters To Santa 599

Bamboo Pillow
3999

A $20
Value!

COMMUNITY —

If St. Marys felt extra safe on Wednes-
day, October 27, it was for good rea-
son: there were two Fire Chiefs on the 
job! 

St. Marys Fire Department Chief 
Richard “Andy” Anderson welcomed 
a new co-worker for the day, six year 
old Finn Reid. Finn was the winner of 
this year’s Fire Prevention Week co-
louring contest. 

Finn was awarded with a “Fire Chief 

Experience" where he received a tour 
of the new fire hall, tried on bunker 
gear, took a ride in a Pumper fire 
truck, visited with Perth County Para-
medics and assisted Chief Anderson 
at the station. Finn also had the op-
portunity to speak with his fellow 
firefighters to learn all about what it 
takes to keep our community safe.

Following his busy tour and activities 
Finn was introduced to all the Fire 

Officers and Firefighters as the new 
Fire Chief. He was presented with a 
“Fire Chief for a Day” certificate, a 
white Fire Chief helmet and a swag 
bag full of Fire Prevention and edu-
cation items.

“It was wonderful to share all about 
firefighting with Reid.” said Chief An-
derson, “We hope to be able to invite 
more residents into the fire hall as 
it becomes safer to do so. Being able 

to teach children about fire safety in 
such a fun and interactive way can be 
very impactful and help save lives.”

For information on fire safety, please 
visit townofstmarys.com/fire. To stay 
up to date on events and other St. 
Marys Fire Department news, follow 
the Town of St. Marys Facebook page 
(facebook.com/stmarysontario) and 
Twitter account (twitter.com/townof-
stmarys).

St. Marys Fire Department had a new “Fire Chief for a Day"

From left to right: St. Marys Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Anderson and “Fire Chief 
Experience” winner Finn Reid.

Chief Anderson teaches Finn Reid about how Jaws of Life work to help save peo-
ple trapped in dangerous situations. 
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The Huron Perth Healthcare Alli-
ance’s (HPHA) COVID-19 Assessment 
Centre, located at the Stratford Rotary 
Complex, is now able to test children 
aged three months to two years. 

Previously this population would re-
quire testing at their family doctor’s 
office or an Emergency Department. 
Testing and physician assessment for 
this age group is available Monday 
through Friday from 12 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. 

If testing is required for infants under 
three months of age, parents/caregiv-
ers should contact their family doctor 
or visit their nearest Emergency De-
partment. COVID-19 Testing at the 
HPHA Assessment Centre 

If you are worried you have COVID-19 
or have been exposed to it, you can 
self-refer for a test. You can also get 
tested at Assessment Centres if you 
are not showing symptoms and:  

Your public health unit or the COVID 
Alert app notifies you that you have 
been exposed to a confirmed case of 
the virus.  

You live or work in a setting that has 
a COVID-19 outbreak, as identified by 
your local public health unit.  

You belong to a specific group outlined 
in guidance from the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health, such as workers or 
visitors of long-term care homes, farm 
workers, etc. Please refer to the Ontar-
io Government’s website for the latest 
groups identified. 

Please remember tests for travel 
cannot be accommodated at the As-
sessment Centre. In order to receive 

a COVID-19 test for outbound inter-
national travel and to receive a valid 
travel certificate, you must pay for a 
private COVID-19 test. 

Locations for travel tests are found on 
the Huron Perth Public Health web-
site. The Assessment Centre is open 
Monday through Friday from 9:15 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. 

Booking your COVID-19 Test 

Here are some helpful tips: Use the 
online booking tool to book your ap-
pointment. It’s quick, easy to use, and 
means you won’t have to wait on hold 
to speak to someone. This link is also 
available on HPHA’s website at www.
hpha.ca  

If you don’t have access to a smart-
phone or computer, appointments may 
also be requested by phone at 519-
272-8210 ext. 2747.  

Please don’t duplicate your book-
ing efforts. There is no need to call if 
you’ve already completed an online 
booking and vice versa.

Duplication can slow down assessment 
centre staff in responding to calls and 
booking appointments.  

Please remember that appointments 
are required. We cannot accommodate 
walk-ins.  Each member of your fam-
ily requires an appointment time. We 
cannot accommodate group bookings. 

If your plans change, please resched-
ule or cancel your appointment so that 
other people can get tested.  If you are 
very ill and in need of immediate care, 
you should go to your nearest Emer-
gency Department or call 9-1-1. 

Things to know when attending a 
booked appointment at the HPHA 
COVID-19 Assessment Centre

Enter the Stratford Rotary Complex 
at the Community Hall Entrance and 
follow the signs to Hall D where the 

Assessment Centre is located.  

For more COVID-19 updates and in-
formation, follow the Huron Perth 
Healthcare Alliance on Twitter or 
Facebook, or visit our website at www.
hpha.ca.

│  www.hpha.ca        

November 25, 2021 at 7 p.m.  
via Zoom 

Please RSVP by November 22, 2021 by contacting Sue Davey at 
susan.davey@hpha.ca or 519-272-8205.  A Zoom link/
teleconference number will be provided to you in advance of the 
meeting.  Attendees are welcome to submit questions prior to this 
event.  Email your questions to Sue Davey by November 22, 2021. 

Please join HPHA leaders for this informative session where                    
updates will be provided including: 

 COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Patient & Caregiver Partner Program 

 Reduced Hours of Operation at our Clinton Public                  
Hospital Emergency Department 

 Financial Status 

 Ontario Health Teams  

COMMUNITY —
HPHA’s COVID-19 Assessment Centre Now Testing 
Children Aged 3 Months to 2 Years 
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Supportive Neighbour Opportunity
Looking for a kind neighbour to provide 
occasional support to a gentleman in 
St. Marys. Two bedroom apartment 

available in exchange for this support.
For more information contact:

 Don Dingwall at Community Living St. Marys and Area
ddginwall@clstmarys.ca

519-284-1400 - 223; 519-852-4249

MILK BAG SLEEPING MATS

Keep your outer milk bags and other plastic (non-biodegradable) shopping 
bags. The Rotary Club of St. Marys will be collecting these bags and giving    

them to an organization that makes sleeping mats and distributes them for               
free to the homeless.

Drop them off anytime at McDonald’s Your Independent Grocer. Rotarians will 
be in front of Scotiabank on November 30 to collect bags.Rotarians will also be 

accepting donations for the Salvation Army Food bank on November 30. 
Receive a Rotary Keepsake Tote for a minimum $5 donation to the Food Bank

Thank you, McDonald’s Your 
Independent Grocer, for   

sponsoring this advertisement

St. Marys, Ont. – The Canadian Base-
ball Hall of Fame and Museum’s class 
of 2021, which consists of 16 individ-
uals and one team, will be inducted in 
a virtual ceremony on Tuesday, No-
vember 16 at 7 p.m. E.T.

Along with the induction ceremony, 
the winners of the 2019 and 2020 Jack 
Graney Award, handed out annually 
for media excellence, and the James 
Tip O’Neill Award, which is presented 
to the top Canadian player each year, 
will be honoured.

The class of 2021 includes trailblaz-
ing players, executives, an umpire 
and an international championship 
winning team.

Here’s an alphabetical listing of the 

new inductees. A more extensive bio 
of each inductee follows:

Bob Addy, player, Port Hope, Ont.

James F. Cairns, executive, Law-
renceville, Que.

Helen Callaghan, player, Vancouver, 
B.C.

Jimmy Claxton, player, Wellington, 
B.C.

Charlie Culver, player and manager, 
Buffalo, N.Y.

William Galloway, player, Buffalo, N.Y.

Roland Gladu, player and scout, Mon-
treal, Que.

Vern Handrahan, player, Charlotte-
town, P.E.I.

Manny McIntyre, player, Devon, N.B.

Joe Page, executive, London, England

Ernie Quigley, umpire, Newcastle, N.B.

Hector Racine, executive, La Prairie, 
Que.

Jimmy Rattlesnake, player, Hobbema 
(Maskwacis), Alta.

Jean-Pierre Roy, player and broad-
caster, Montreal, Que.

Fred Thomas, player, Windsor, Ont.

Roy Yamamura, player and executive, 
Vancouver, B.C.

1877 London Tecumsehs, Internation-
al Association championship-winning 
team, London, Ont.

The 16 individual inductees, all of 

whom are deceased, and one team 
were selected by a six-person Com-
mittee comprised of Canadian base-
ball historians from across the coun-
try.

"We are excited and proud to cele-
brate such an important and diverse 
group of trailblazers and pioneers 
of Canadian baseball," said Jeremy 
Diamond, the chair of the Canadian 
Baseball Hall of Fame’s board of di-
rectors. "Their induction will ensure 
that the profound impact they have 
had on baseball in our country will 
live on and be shared in our museum 
for future generations."

To see the bio’s of the inductees, 
please see the Hall of Fame website. 

Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum to hold virtual induction 
ceremony and awards presentation on November 16

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19

RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

Fresh Ontario Apples are now available at the store, including 
Ambrosia, Gala, Jonamac, Macintosh, Mutsu and more.

Preserve of the Month
10% off all McCully's Chutney

Store Hours

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

McCully's is pleased to carry local Honey products and local cheese 
from Gordon's Goat Cheese and Stonetown Artisan Cheese.   We also 
carry Feige's Dips and Dressings, Kintore Coffee, Cider Keg Sparking 

Cider and gluten free products from Hilray Oats.

Shop McCully's for Local Products

Check out our selection of ready-made meals.   We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili and beef stew.  
Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple butter tarts or 

an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

Local Ontario Apples

Open Daily:   10 a.m. – 5 p.m • Open Saturday:   9 .m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Community Liaison Committee 
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By Barbara Wraith 

I was in St Marys to see the Veteran’s banners the Le-
gion had installed and was very impressed. It brought 
tears to my eyes, not just to see my father’s and broth-
er’s banners, but to see so many familiar faces and 
names that I knew growing up in St. Marys. I heard 
someone ask Don once that of all the places he had 
been, which was his favourite. He said “we live in the 
garden of Eden”. 

My brother, Don Fletcher, who was in the Ferry Com-
mand during the war was a radio operator and kept a 
diary. About ten planes would go overseas with only a 
skeleton crew for speed  - a pilot, navigator, and a ra-
dio operator. Then they would all fly back in one plane, 
only to do it all again.

Here is part of Don’s diary from early Spring 1945.

“On one of my trips I managed to hitch a ride on three 
different planes from Algiers to Rimini, Italy, where my 
dad was stationed. It was a good feeling to see the A 
– 30’s there on the field and to realize our work from 
Nassau was not in vain. One after another they left on 
their missions. 

I hitchhiked right to the door of Dad’s workshop. He 
repaired equipment and vehicles. It was great to see 
him again after 4 ½ years. He looked older, several grey 
hairs and the starting of a bald spot. He seemed smaller 
but I guess that is because I have grown. 

He introduced me to all of his pals and got two days 
leave. Talked of home and everything and drank vino. 
One soldier gave me a bed in dad’s room in an old Ital-
ian house. He found another bed that night but the next 
night he slept on the floor.

Art Washington, Dad and I went about 15 miles to 
where the Perth Regiment were on rest. Met a lot of 
fellows I knew, Len and Morris Near, Art Grasby, Horse 
Oliver, Stan Corbett, Bevington etc. Fellows told of the 
horrors of battle and their intense to go home. I es-

pecially missed Bing Richardson (killed in action) who 
was always the life of the party. Glad to see them all and 
intend coming back tomorrow. 

The party continued back at Rimini with Dad and his 
pals and lots of singing. Dad seemed to have fits of de-
jection now and then in the height of the revelry. Took 
numerous requests from the fellows to see, phone and 
give souvenirs to their families. 

Mail parade came and all the mess waited patiently 
to hear name called. Dad got four from home. Silence 
ruled for half an hour as letters were read. One of the 
fellows, sourfaced, said “I didn’t get any”, Dad read my 
youngest brother’s letter to me and then cried. His only 
happiness is his letters and wishes to get more. 

Everyone was asking me to tell the folks at home this 
and that and also “could you take me back with you?” 

Mud is up to everyone’s ankles and clothes and boots 
are a mess. They wanted me to stay over tomorrow and 
take me to the front and if I can’t get a ride back to Na-
ples, I will go. 

Dad and I talked together during the day. Said good-bye 
after supper to him and all. Told him we would all have 
a party at home in a few months.” 

A Veteran’s Diary

● 519-284-1302 ● info@harrisgreigauto.com ●● 519-284-1302 ● info@harrisgreigauto.com ●
Ryan Harris & Bryan GreigRyan Harris & Bryan Greig

402 Queen St. W402 Queen St. W
PO. Box 8PO. Box 8

St. Marys, ONSt. Marys, ON
N4X 1A9N4X 1A9

#2407299 ONT. #2407299 ONT. INCINC

Book ahead for 

Book ahead for 

your winter tire 

your winter tire 

change! Call for 

change! Call for 

an appt. 
an appt. 

Call to book an appointmentCall to book an appointment

www.harrisgreigauto.comwww.harrisgreigauto.com
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The Ministry of Health and Huron Perth 
Public Heath (HPPH) encourages ev-
eryone over the age of 6 months of age 
to get the influenza vaccine each fall to 
protect against the virus and stop the 
spread of influenza in our community.

Anyone six months of age and older 
who lives, works or attends school in 
Ontario can get the flu shot for free. It 
takes about two weeks after getting the 
flu shot to be protected. The vaccine 
is needed every year because the flu 
strains may change.

Children less than nine years old who 
are getting their flu shot for the first 
time need two flu shots, given at least 
4 weeks apart. They need one flu shot 
each year after.

Please note that while the influen-
za vaccine protects against the influ-
enza virus, it does not protect against 
COVID-19.

Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, 
we are unable to offer the flu vaccine 
within our clinic as we have in the past. 
Together, with the Town of St. Marys, we 
have again partnered to offer a series 
of community flu shot clinics that are 
available to Residents of St. Marys and 
surrounding rural areas.

These flu shot clinics will be walk-in 
only and no appointment is required. 
Both high dose (age 65+) and standard 
dose vaccines will be offered while 
quantities last.

If you are interested in receiving your 
flu shot through one of these clinics, 
please continue reading this article to 
ensure that you are eligible to attend. If 
you are over the age of 65, please note 
we are offering the high dose vaccine 
on all of our clinic dates.

Should we run out of the high dose vac-
cine, you will be offered a standard dose 
vaccine. While the high dose vaccine is 
recommended for individuals over the 
age of 65, the National Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunizations recommends 
that you do not delay receiving your flu 
shot. Please get your flu shot with what-
ever product is available.

Clinic Information:

• Wednesday November 10th 10:00am-
5:30pm

• Friday November 12th 10:00am-
5:30pm

• Friday November 19th 10:00am-
5:30pm

• Friday November 26th 10:00am-

5:30pm

All clinics will take place at the Pyramid 
Centre. All attendees must be screened 
for COVID-19 at Entrance B before en-
tering.

Who can Attend:

• You are a Resident of St. Marys or sur-
rounding rural area.

• You are over the age of 6 months and 
NOT receiving your first flu shot.

• You have a valid Ontario Health Card.

• You have not had a previous adverse 
reaction to the influenza vaccine.

How to Prepare:

• Please enter through Entrance B at 
the Pyramid Centre.

• Bring a valid Ontario Health Card to 
your appointment.

• Maintain physical distancing at all 
times, following the markers located on 
the floor of the building.

• Wear a short sleeve shirt or a sleeve 
that can easily be rolled up.

• Washrooms will be available, but we 
encourage you to use your household 
washroom before you arrive.

• Please arrive wearing a mask.

• If possible, wear a watch or bring your 
cell phone to monitor your 15-minute 
wait time after your immunization.

• Please do not attend the flu shot clinic 
if you are feeling unwell or develop any 
COVID-19 like symptoms, or if you have 
been instructed to self-isolate.

What if I Don’t Reside in St. Marys or 
Surrounding Rural Area?

• If you are over the age of 2 years, 
please obtain a flu shot from a pharma-
cy within your residential community.

• For children under the age of 2 years 
that are patients of Happy Valley and 
unable to obtain a flu shot in your resi-
dential area, please call the clinic.

• The pharmacies will again be carrying 
the high dose (65+) vaccines; however, 
they may be available in limited quan-
tities.

• If you are a patient of Happy Valley, 
please be sure to notify us when you 
have received your flu shot.

What If My Child Has Never Received 
a Flu Shot?

• Please call your doctors office to ar-
range an office appointment. 

Thanks to newspaper readers in the St. 
Marys area, a local history researcher 
was able to identify the man shown in 
the accompanying photo as Bill Callcott 
(1919 – 1984). Following the identifica-
tion, contact was made with Bill’s daugh-
ter-in-law and his grandson. Although 
both these family members proved to 
be helpful, the researcher has not been 
able to ascertain whether this photo was 
part of a newspaper story on Bill and his 

collection of artifacts. If it was, where did 
the story appear and what was the time 
frame? 

Anyone with information relating to Bill 
and his finds is asked to jot it down and 
drop it off at the St. Marys Independent 
office. The researcher would greatly ap-
preciate any bit of information in this 
effort to document some local history 
dealing with Bill and his success as an 
avocational archaeologist.  

Time to get your flu shot

Reader needs your help
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By Mary Smith

This year marks a century since the 
St. Marys cenotaph beside the town 
hall was unveiled. The ceremony 
took place on November 7, 1921, and 
this week’s photograph was taken 
very soon after the event. There had 
been an early snowfall but several 
memorial wreaths can be seen rest-
ing on the base of the monument. No 
trees or shrubs have yet been plant-
ed to beautify the area and the stone 
walls of the town hall and the public 
library provide a stark background. 
This was a brand new park, created 
specifically for the cenotaph. 

It had been three years since the 
Great War had ended on November 
11, 1918 and, of course, when Armi-
stice was declared, there was great 
jubilation. But this was accompanied 
by the realization that many in the 
community would not experience 
the joy of having their loved ones re-
turn. There was a strong need to re-
member those who died and to bring 
some comfort to their families. In St. 
Marys and in thousands of towns 
and cities across Canada, communi-
ties were discussing the best way to 
create significant war memorials. 

There were two main proposals in 
St. Marys. One group, headed by 
the newly formed Great War Veter-
ans Association (GWVA) wanted a 
memorial hall, a place where vet-
erans could gather for social and 
recreational activities. Other orga-
nizations would also be able to use 
the facility for community-related 
events. There was considerable in-
terest in this idea. However, a second 
group preferred another proposal. 
They wanted a monument in a place 
of honour dedicated to the men who 
had not returned from the war. The 
debate went back and forth in the 
St. Marys Journal Argus with letters 
to the editor supporting one side or 
the other. The newspaper was quite 
happy to provide the forum for pub-
lic opinion.

An ad hoc committee was formed 
to find the best solution. It includ-
ed representatives from the GWVA 
and the Women’s Patriotic League 
who had done major work towards 
the war effort. The churches, major 
businesses and industries, St. Marys 
Collegiate and, of course, town coun-
cil were also represented. Unfortu-
nately, the minutes of their meetings 
have not survived although from 
time to time summaries of their de-
liberations are reported in the news-
paper. 

In the end, the monument won the 
day. The decision might have been 

swayed by a very persuasive letter 
from Mary Robertson Wright, the 
widow of Lieutenant William Wright. 
He had been principal of the colle-
giate before enlisting and had been 
killed in action in August 1917, leav-
ing his wife and three young chil-
dren. Mrs. Wright argued that while 
a memorial hall would be of bene-
fit to the living, a less self-serving 
way to honour those who had died 
would be a monument, dedicated to 
them alone, reassuring their families 
that their deaths had significance to 
everyone in the community. Other 
means could be found in the future 
to cater to the needs of those who 
had survived. 

Other questions remained to be set-
tled. What sort of monument would 
be best? Where would it be placed? 
Would individual names be in-
scribed and, if so, how would they 
be selected, making sure no one had 
been forgotten? To begin, the com-
mittee probably invited proposals 
from a number of suppliers, ready 
to do business with the many com-
munities across Canada, all intent 
on erecting monuments. They cir-
culated catalogues showing various 
styles, some including bronze or 
marble statues, others ornate ped-
estals and carved blocks of stone. 
Some offered advice: “For memorials 
in the open air, granite and bronze 
are, in this climate, the only satisfac-
tory material.” As it turned out, the 
St. Marys memorial is both granite 
and bronze. It consists of a stepped 
base leading to a high four-sided 
granite pillar. A bronze statue of 

a Canadian soldier in battle gear 
stands on the capital. Hayes Broth-
ers, a local monument firm that sup-
plied gravestones for the St. Marys 
Cemetery, won the contract for the 
granite. The statue was purchased 
from a foundry in Toronto that cast 
similar bronze soldiers for a number 
of other communities in Ontario. 

Meanwhile, the question of the best 
site was under discussion. We are 
so accustomed to seeing the ceno-
taph beside the town hall that no 
other place seems feasible. But sug-
gestions included locating it in the 
centre of one of the three main in-
tersections downtown with a traffic 
circle around it or on the grounds 
of either Central School or the Col-
legiate in the north ward. The space 
beside the town hall was an unsight-
ly abandoned lot. Most of it had pre-
viously served as part of the market 
square but by the end of the war, the 
once daily produce market had been 
superseded by larger grocery stores 
with more varied stock. The commit-
tee agreed that the grounds could be 
cleaned up and made into a suitable 
space for a monument. 

The 65 names that the Hayes Broth-
ers carved into the four sides of the 
pillar were also chosen by the com-
mittee. In some cases, criteria for 
their selection remain a mystery. 
Most had obvious, well-known con-
nections to local and area families 
but others had only a passing associ-
ation with this town. Sheldon Uffel-
man, for instance, was born in Wa-
terloo, Ontario, and enlisted in that 

city. However, he worked briefly in 
St. Marys as a bank clerk before the 
war and may have made friends who 
were saddened at the news of his 
death at Passchendaele in Novem-
ber 1917. His name is on the east 
side of the local cenotaph and he 
is also named on the Waterloo War 
Memorial. It is also probable that at 
least some of the funds to pay for the 
cenotaph were raised by subscrip-
tion. Local banks, when asked for 
money, might have provided a list of 
names they wished to have included. 

The completed monument was ac-
tually ready and set in place weeks 
before the official unveiling. How-
ever, the committee wanted certain 
military dignitaries in attendance 
and the date and time were set for 
Monday, November 7, at 2 p.m. The 
Monday in the week of November 
11 was also, at that time, fixed by 
statute as both Armistice Day and 
Thanksgiving. Because it was a hol-
iday, the committee hoped for good 
attendance. The Journal Argus re-
ported that “notwithstanding the 
inconsistency of the weather, peo-
ple came from miles around to wit-
ness this event, surpassing all oth-
er events in the recent history of St. 
Marys.” The St. Marys band played 
“O Canada” while Mayor Norman 
Brandon pulled the rope releasing 
two flags that had been draped over 
the monument. There was a prayer 
of dedication and then the District 
Commander, Brigadier General H. 
A. Panet, read out the names of hon-
our. Several wreaths were laid at the 
base and the Last Post concluded 
this part of the service. The second, 
much longer portion took place in 
the large sanctuary of the Methodist 
Church and included more prayers, 
hymns and speeches by officials. 
The church service ended with the 
singing of “O Canada” followed by 
“God Save the King.” 

It was the sincere hope of the peo-
ple at this event in 1921 that the war 
they had just experienced was “The 
war to end all wars!”  Of course it 
wasn’t. There are memorials to fur-
ther conflicts in this park beside the 
town hall. But as General Sir Arthur 
Currie, Commander of the Canadi-
an Corps, said, while unveiling the 
monument in his home town, Strath-
roy, these memorials remind us that 
“ideals must always be fought for 
and are never entirely won.” 

For more information about the 
names on the cenotaph, contact the 
St. Marys Museum by phoning 519-
284-3556 or by email: museum@
town.stmarys.on.ca.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Cenotaph

HISTORY —
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LEST WE FORGET

COMMUNITY —
Kingsway Models

Rachael O'Neill and Tamara Pinnock, Managers from Laura at Masonville, treat-
ed the ladies of Kingsway to a fashion show on Monday, November 8th, showing 
off Fall and holiday looks. The models were Kingsway’s very own residents! Top 
row, left to right: Rachael O'Neill, Rita Young, Kathy Jefferies, Ruth Ann Flach, 
Tamara Pinnock. Bottom row, left to right: Trudy Rovers, Georgina Macgregor, 
Sharon Smith, Jean Robinson (Contributed photo)

 
 

Notice of Intention to Apply under Ontario Regulation 79/15 (O. Reg. 79/15) 
Alternative Low Carbon Fuel Use at the St. Marys Cement Plant  

Background 
St. Marys Cement Inc. (SMC) a company of Votorantim 
Cimentos North America (VCNA) is undertaking efforts to use 
Alternative Low Carbon Fuels (ALCF) as an energy source for 
their St. Marys Cement Plant (the Site). This initiative will 
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Ontario 
while diverting materials from landfills. The Site is located at 585 
Water Street South, in St. Marys, Ontario. St. Marys Cement 
(SMC) has current Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA), 
Number 4546-AQ9GMB that was issued on August 31, 2017.  

Demonstration Trial  
In April 2010, SMC was approved to undertake an Alternative 
Fuel Demonstration project under Certificate of Approval Number 
2589-826K83. The purpose of the Demonstration Project was to 
demonstrate the use of alternative fuels at the facility and assess 
potential environmental effects associated with the use of 
alternative fuels at the facility relevant to baseline conditions. 
SMC completed the alternative fuel demonstration trials from 
May 11, 2011, to May 25, 2011.  

Alternative Low Carbon Fuel Study  
In keeping with best practices being implemented around the 
world, SMC has initiated a study to support the preparation of an Amendment ECA Application under O. Reg. 79/15 of the 
Environmental Protection Act to permanently use ALCFs at the Site.  

SMC is proposing to undertake studies and prepare an application to support the following:  

 a daily throughput of ALCFs at the Site of up to 175 tonnes per day; 
 develop a list of approved ALCFs for the Site based on the demonstration project at the Site and other facilities that include 

wood, paper or plastics that can not be recycled and are not odorous;  
 install new equipment at the Site to feed ALCFs; and 
 install ALCF storage at the Site using enclosed containers and buildings. 

Public Meeting  

In support of this application, and in accordance with O. Reg 79/15 and SMC’s current ECA approval, SMC has scheduled the 
first of two public meetings.  The first public meeting will be a drop-in, open house format. You are welcome to attend any 
time between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The meeting is designed to provide information on the intent to submit an application 
for the Site under O. Reg 79/15, present and discuss the results of the Demonstration Project, provide background information 
on ALCFs, and provide an overview of the studies that are being undertaken. Site plans and display panels with more details 
will be available for review at this public meeting and members of the Project Team will be circulating to answer questions 
throughout the evening. Please note that the Public Meeting will comply with all provincial and venue COVID-19 requirements, 
including the need for proof of vaccination.  

Public Meeting / Open House #1 
November 18, 2021, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

St. Marys Golf & Country Club 
769 Queen Street East, St. Marys, Ontario, N4X 1B6 

Contact Us 
St Marys Cement values your input on this matter. Please contact our Project Team for more information about this study or to be 
added to the contact list for future updates: 

E-mail: StMarys_ALCF@golder.com 

Ruben Plaza 
St. Marys Cement, 

Environmental Manager, Canada 
Phone: 905-243-5841 

 

Kyla Suchovs 
Golder Associates Ltd. 

Environmental Assessment Specialist 
Phone: 416-524-1876 

 
If you are unable to attend, information presented at the public meeting will be made available on the project website: 
http://www.stmaryscement.com/Pages/Sustainability/St-Marys-Alternative-Low-Carbon-Fuels.aspx 
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LOOKING 
BACK

Jaywalking livestock struck 

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1996)

Nearly 700 were in attendance at a recent community meeting about the St. Marys 
Hospital. Dr. Peter Johnston gave a presentation, describing a recent “on call” shift 
and suggesting that any cuts to services at the St. Marys Memorial Hospital could 
mean serious harm for the people of St. Marys and area.

A development report approved at the last Council meeting is proposing a southeast 
collector road which would join Waterloo Street to Southvale Road. Although the ex-
act location of the road is not yet determined, this road could threaten Sparling Bush.

Five beer kegs were recently stolen from a property in Fullarton Township. Two of 
the kegs were returned to a beer store in Stratford for a refund. Suspects were ap-
prehended with the assistance of video surveillance in the beer store. The remaining 
kegs were recovered from a cornfield in Logan Township and a Mitchell residence.

Last week in Toronto, Donovan Bailey presented the Staffens with a gold medal after 
they were judged to have the best independently operated mid-size grocery store in 
Canada at the Independent Grocer of the Year awards dinner.

50 years ago (1971)

The question of extending the municipal vote to all St. Marys residents 18 years 
of age and over will be on this December ballot. Town Solicitor Robert Mountain 
brought up the matter, pointing out that this was now common practice in many On-
tario municipalities. 

License plates to be issues for 1972 starting in December in St. Marys will start with 
the number K69201 for cards, X2701 for station wagons.

A pumper truck with a crew of driver and three volunteer firefighters was stationed 
on Emily Street at the north end most of Saturday as sewage construction along Em-
ily blocked the road temporarily.

Sebringville detachment of the OPP report that during the past two months there 
have been eleven collisions between motor vehicles and livestock in this detachment 
area. Damage to vehicles has amounted to $2,130 and this does not include the value 
of the animals that have been killed. One person has been injured as a result of a 
collision. Sometimes the livestock straying onto the highway can be an open gate, but 
more often it is fences that are in poor condition.

75 years ago (1946)

The white frost of Monday night spoiled many of the late blooming flower gardens.

Carloads of United States hunters have been going through on Highway 7 the past 
few days. The meat shortage and high price of food across the line seems to be stim-
ulating the nimrods.

A firm of garbage van manufacturers had one of their machines in St. Marys for 
demonstration purposes on Tuesday. The machine had a collection of levers, hy-
draulic cylinders and crushing devices as well as automatic loading and discharging 
mechanisms. The price is said to be over $7,000.

When a shot rang out on the river above the mill dam one day the past week, G.D.L. 
Rice almost had a fit. He thought his pair of wild geese were right in the firing line. 
The hunter was apparently attempting to knock off one of the little pin-tails which 
linger on the waters. Firing of firearms in prohibited within town limits.

100 years ago (1921)

The unveiling on Monday afternoon of the Memorial Monument to the soldiers of St. 
Marys who fought and fell in the Great War, as well as to the valor and patriotism of 
those who were spared to return, was an event worthy of the impressive ceremonies 
that marked the occasion.

The fact that thousands of weekly newspapers have been forced out of existence in 
the past few years has brought the survivors to realize that all subscriptions must be 
paid in advance.

Prices for whiskey, or alleged whiskey, in Toronto are pretty high. Here are the city 
rates according to a writer in the Star Weekly: The better class bootlegger is selling 
whiskey at $7 or $8 a quart, for which he paid $2 to $3.50. The lower-grade operators 
charge 75 cents a glass. The glass they sell almost invariably holds one ounce.

A storekeeper residing in Birr has recently purchased 6½ acres adjoining his store, 
planting the whole grounds with mulberry trees with which to conduct the experi-
ment of silkworm raising on a small scale.

Landscape 
Design & Build

•
Excavation

•
Trucking

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
7 Meadowridge Court, St. Marys ON N4X 1A9

TO ARRANGE A CONSULTATION
CALL OR EMAIL US

519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

COMMUNITY —
Tropical Flavour has closed

By Stewart Grant

The ongoing COVID pandemic has 
claimed one of St. Marys’ most be-
loved restaurants. In a Facebook post 
on Monday night, Tropical Flavour 
restaurant announced that their busi-
ness has closed, with its last day of 
business occurring on Saturday, No-
vember 6, 2021. 

“A lot has changed in the last year, 
and because of that, we have all had 
to adapt. As we all know, the restau-
rant industry has been one of the 
hardest-hit sectors, and we are no 
different. It is because of this unsus-
tainability, we have made the decision 
to shut our doors for the foreseeable 
future,” the release stated.

Tropical Flavour was opened by Mi-
chelle Jacobs and Rajendra Ivan at 
105 Queen Street East on December 
29, 2018, offering dishes such as jerk 
chicken, curry, and roti which were 

representative of their native country 
of Guyana. A loyal following of diners 
were instantly drawn to the “tropical 
flavours” and spices that had not been 
available in St. Marys restaurants 
previously.

Michelle Jacobs spoke to the Indepen-
dent on Tuesday and wished to ex-
press their appreciation to all of their 
customers over the years.

“We thank you and are incredibly 
grateful to all of our wonderful cus-
tomers, some of whom have been with 
us since day 1, and others we’ve met 
over the last three years. It’s been a 
pleasure serving this community and 
surrounding areas, and we wish the 
best of luck to everyone and every 
business in these challenging times.”

Details on outstanding gift cards will 
be coming soon, according to the 
Facebook post.
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The imposing facade of Dover Castle.

COLUMN —

Last week, I received a press 
release announcing that the 
British government was giv-
ing £35 million in grants to 
142 individual heritage sites. 
No, I am not going to attempt 
to write about 142 individual 
heritage sites – but the an-
nouncement reminded me 
of one of the key reasons I 
love travelling to the United 
Kingdom – the depth of his-
tory, almost anywhere you 
go, on that wonderful island. 

One hundred forty two is 
just a handful of the histor-
ic sites in the UK.  I have 
visited British sites ranging 
from the Neolithic/ Iron Age 
settlement, Carn Euny, to a 
church hall hosting an ex-
hibit of hats owned by the 
late, lamented Queen Moth-
er. From Stone Age people 
to Vikings, to Normans, to 
Tudors, to Churchill, to the 
Beatles, to Ed Sheeran, it is 
easy to get immersed, if not 
completely lost, in the deep, 

deep history evident in the 
sites of the British Isles.

My favourites include Stone-
henge and the nearby sites 
including Old Sarum and 
Salisbury Cathedral; the 
city of York; Hadrian’s Wall; 
and… well, I could go on and 
on, and probably will, in sub-
sequent columns.

But I noted that one of the 
142 sites receiving some 
grant money is Dover Castle, 
and to stick to my theme of 
the day, there are very few 
sites where you can set foot 
in as many historical eras as 
you can at Dover. In fact, the 
tag line encouraging visits 
to this terrific site is simply, 
“Explore 2000 years of his-
tory.” And that’s not an ex-
aggeration – although it may 
actually be an understate-
ment.

As you may guess from the 
name “Dover”, the castle and 
its grounds sit atop the icon-
ic white cliffs of Dover, over-
looking the English Chan-
nel, between England and 
France.

It’s now operated by English 
Heritage, one of two highly 
reputable heritage organiza-
tions in the UK. The Dover 
Castle site covers over 80 
acres of castle grounds – 80 
acres and 20 centuries.

The oldest building on site is 
the incredible Roman Phar-
os, the oldest surviving light-

house in the country. The 
lighthouse – still standing – 
dates back about 2,000 years! 
And in the kind of delightful 
historical juxtaposition you 
find everywhere in this his-
torically rich country, you can 
walk out of the 2000-year-
old Pharos and enter the An-
glo-Saxon church, St. Mary 
in Castro, built in the 10th 
century – or about halfway 
between life of the Roman 
Centurion in charge of the 
Pharos, and that of the vis-
itor who wanders into the 
church today.

The larger buildings on the 
grounds of Dover Castle in-
clude the lavish Great Tower 
of Henry II – built by Henry 
in the latter part of the 12th 
century. Visitors can wander 
through towers, the great 
hall, the king’s private cham-
bers, and more, in this mas-
sive building. 

I have visited Dover Castle 
several times, and each time, 
I find I need to take a few 
minutes to sit on the grass, 
or a table outside a café, and 
get my head around the vast 
expanse of history rising in 
brick and stone right in front 
of me.

And under my feet, it goes 
back even further. Archae-
ologists believe the Romans 
built atop an Iron Age hill 
fort that could take the Do-
ver story back at least anoth-
er 500 years.

But let’s move ahead in time. 
British royalty used Dover 
as a palace – at least, inter-
mittently – until the 17th 
century.  Later, it became a 
prison that held French and 
Spanish war captives, and 
then, as a fort for British sol-
diers ready to defend Britain 
during the era of the French 
Revolutionary and Napole-
onic Wars (which ended in 
1815).

But, unusual for a British 
historic site, perhaps the 
most significant story to play 
out at Dover came in the 
20th century, as a vast net-
work of tunnels was creat-
ed under the castle during 
the First and Second World 
Wars, adding to some under-
ground rooms that had been 
dug out in previous eras. To-
day, visitors can tour some 
of these tunnels (although 
tours are more restricted 
than usual during COVID). 
These tunnels – stretching 
some three miles – housed 
barracks, hospital quarters, 
communications centres and 
a lookout onto the England 
Channel, famously used by 
Winston Churchill, who had 
personally ordered a signifi-
cant expansion of the tunnel 
complex.

The communications cen-
tres – which you can visit to-
day – were key assets lead-
ing to the D-Day invasion 
of Europe, because commu-

nications experts – includ-
ing Canadians, by the way – 
worked around the clock to 
send out false information 
that successfully misled the 
Nazis and paved the way for 
the successful re-conquest 
of mainland Europe in 1944. 
Four years earlier, the Dover 
tunnels had been the com-
mand centre for the evacu-
ation of Dunkirk, as the Al-
lied troops were dramatically 
rescued and brought back to 
England.

I find Dover a deeply mov-
ing place to visit. It is fasci-
nating, of course – all those 
centuries brought to life, 
something new in every sec-
tor of the castle grounds. But 
it’s more than that – here, I 
can touch history, I can stand 
where a Roman soldier kept 
watch, where a medieval 
knight practiced swordsman-
ship, where an unregarded 
maid cleaned out fireplaces 
before the rich and famous 
rose from their four-post-
ers… and where Winston 
Churchill watched his own 
strategies rescue his country 
and its allies from fascism.

Travel simply doesn’t get any 
richer than this.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, 
or speaking engagements, 
email pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The depth of history at Dover Castle

By Paul Knowles

Royal Canadian Legion
Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St. Marys

Hot Dog lunch every Friday at noon

Meat Draw
Every Saturday at 5 PM. 5 tickets for
$5.00, good for all 20 meat prizes

50/50 draw

66 Church Street North, St. Marys

FREE WIFI
FREE INTERAC
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www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

LOOKING TO UPGRADE 
YOUR HOME? 

Make Home Hardware your one stop shop 
during our Paint & Reno SALE! Oct. 21 to Nov. 10 STEVE NICHOLSON

OFFICE: 519-348-8822
WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA

smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 
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COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: Poppies for Remembrance

We are all familiar with the 
poem, ‘In Flanders Fields’, 
written by Lieutenant Colo-
nel John McCrae MD.  McCrae 
was a doctor at the Canadi-
an Field Dressing Station a 
few km from Ypres, Belgium. 
Here he treated and dressed 
many soldiers’ battle inju-
ries. But the tragic death of 
his friend, Lt. Alexis Helmer 
and witnessing his burial at 
Essex Farm Cemetery beside 
the dressing station, deeply 
moved McCrae to write his 
notable poem in May of 1915.  

If you have seen any WW1 
photos of the devasting bat-
tlefield landscape of Belgium 
and France, it is hard to imag-
ine how anything could pos-
sibly survive, let alone grow. 
The soil conditions of this re-
gion are chalky and poor. But 
the red poppy had no diffi-
cultly and seemed to flourish.

The Papaver rhoeas is com-

monly known as corn poppy, 
field poppy or Flanders pop-
py. It is an annual and native 
of Europe, North Africa, and 
parts of Asia. It is considered 
an agricultural weed, and still 
often blooming in fields left 
fallow, along roadsides and in 
uncultivated headlands. 

This variety of poppy is dif-
ferent to the perennial ones 
we grow in our gardens. But 
its cultivars such as the ‘Shir-
ley poppy’ are widely grown 
and are often found in ‘wild-
flower’ seed packages.

The corn poppy grows erect, 
normally up to 70cm. They 
produce an orangey red cup-
like flower of four petals 
above its fine textured fern-
like grayish green foliage. 
After the flower has spent, it 
forms a small dropping seed 
head. After it dries, the seeds 
fall to the ground. These 
seeds can lay dormant for 
years but will sprout when 
the soil is disturbed or turned 
over. This variety of pop-
py thrives on rich manured, 
ploughed land. So why did it 
grow and thrive on the WW1 
battlefields?

The war created ideal condi-
tions for the poppies to grow 
and flourish in Flanders (Bel-
gium) and northwest France. 
The constant bombardment 

disturbed the soil, sending 
seeds to the surface. Nitrogen 
in the explosives and lime 
from shattered building rub-
ble fertilized the soil. Sadly, 
it was the blood, the bones of 
millions of men, horses and 
other animals that richly fer-
tilized the soil. And the longer 
the war continued, with more 
men and animals killed, the 
more the poppies flourished.

It was those red poppies that 
grew amongst the graves 
of those fallen soldiers and 
throughout the barren bat-
tlefields that John McCrae 
mentions in his ‘In Flanders 
Field’. But many soldiers 
wrote about them also, in 
their poems, prose and letters 
to home.

In 1921 a French woman, 
Anna Guérin used the poppy 

as a symbol of remembrance 
when she was inspired by 
John McCrae's poem, In Flan-
ders Fields to raise money for 
veterans  and to remember 
those who had given their 
lives during the First World 
War.  This symbol was adopt-
ed throughout the world and 
this year marks the 100th an-
niversary of the Poppy of Re-
membrance in Canada.

By Nancy Abra
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Mark Messier

What NHL player 

needs to clean his 

room?

Hudson Monteith (7)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

- Word Search -

Memorial
Peace

Medals
Honor
Parade

Veterans
Poppy

Remember
Heroes

November
Brave
Salute

Wreath
Sacrifice

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Word List

To nominate a Pet of the Week call
The St. Marys Independent at 519-284-0041.

Our Pet of the Week is Lilly, an 11 week old 
Boston terrier.  Lilly loves her walks to school 
and greets all the kids along the way.  She also 

loves her treats.  Her proud owners are Judy and 
Jim Ulch.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK”

OWNER YOU HAVE WON
A TREAT BAG FROM MCPHAIL’S

See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

Treat Special
Old Mother Hubbard dog treats!
"Grillin Grub" $3.49 SAVE $1.50

Lazy Kitty Cat Treats
$4.49 SAVE $1.50

Solutions on page 31

SudokuSudoku

Fern Pridham

519 274 2885

Real Estate

Broker

Sponsored by:

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & 
Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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S t  M a r y s  F a r m e r s ’ M a r k e t  

at the Pyramid Centre      8am to noon 
(Covid: screening & masks but 

vaccination NOT required for customers) 
 
November 13 Vendors: 
Forest Hill Orchards * The Bark * 
Sheldon Berries * Breadtopia * 
JLP Hats * Taylor Heritage Hogs * 
Eshcol Farm * Bopa’s Bees * 
Uncle Dad’s Pizza * Greenhaven * 
Harvest Pillows * Syrian Bakers * 
Stonetown Cheese * …and ??? 

 
Plus: we will be at the Downtown Open House 

Sunday, November 21, 12 to 4pm 

For Hall Rentals call Hall 
Manager Terry Heinbuch

519-273-0447

Sun. Oct. 31 - Don Munro, Stratford   $50.00

Mon. Nov. 01 - Tom Kittmer, Embro   $50.00

Tues. Nov. 02 - Brad Ropp, Tavistock   $50.00

Wed. Nov. 03 - Julie Dittmer, St. Marys   $50.00

Thur. Nov. 04 - Ilene McGill, Stratford   $50.00

Fri. Nov. 05 - Kaeley Dunseith, Sebringville  $50.00

Sat. Nov. 06 - Don Loghrin, St Pauls   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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A thousand-mark banknote 
printed by Imperial Ger-
many’s Reichsbank in 1910, 
this piece of paper money is 
a bit larger than a modern 
banknote, and bears elab-
orate decoration very dif-
ferent from that seen today. 
In addition to the elaborate 
fraktur lettering common to 
official German documents 
of the period, floral motifs 
can also be seen decorating 
both sides of the note, as 
well as an impressive mural 
of allegorical classical fig-
ures flanking the Imperial 
German national crest on 

the reverse side. This was the largest denomination of banknote 
printed in Germany when it was first produced, though the hy-
perinflation of the 1920s would later completely destroy its value: 
by 1923, a 1000-mark banknote like this had been reduced to the 
value of a single British penny! 

Please contact the St. Marys Museum at 519-284-3556 or muse-
um@town.stmarys.on.ca for more information about this artifact 
or our upcoming virtual programs and research services.

St. Marys MuseumSt. Marys Museum
Artifact of the WeekArtifact of the Week

LETTER TO THE EDITOR —
Dear Editor

I read Daniel Lubimcev’s letter and was disgusted 
and disappointed at the verbal abuse he was sub-
jected to in the Canadian Tire parking lot. You could 
feel the hurt and pain experienced, this should 
never happen. 

Hardly a day goes by that on the website “St. Marys 
Life” someone will comment on how great the peo-
ple of St. Marys are. Yes, most of us are but it ap-
pears we still have some work to do. 

This slur indeed is an example of racial hatred 
which seems to be becoming more prevalent in the 
last few years. There is no place for such hatred as 
it is divisive, demeaning, debilitating and not based 
on fact. This individual owes Mr. Lubimcev an apol-
ogy and indeed owes all of St. Marys an apology but 

this will not happen as these people don’t apolo-
gize. 

To Mr. Lubimcev I say that this incident in no way 
reflects on you but on the one who uttered the slur. 
Your response to this individual was perfect, “I am 
already home”, and so you are and we are glad to 
have you. 

Bill Osborne 

By Laura McAsh

We have wonderful news: starting Friday, No-
vember 12th, Storytime will be held inside the 
Library at 9:30am! That’s right, the singing, danc-
ing, and storytelling program for little ones and 
their caregivers will now take place in the warmth 
of the Library before it opens to the public each 
Friday morning. Please note that pre-registra-
tion is required to attend and that all adults must 
wear masks while inside. Visit the following link 
to sign-up: https://tinyurl.com/smplstorytime. We 
can’t wait to see you!

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

The Windfall Ball is approaching, and you’re invit-
ed! Join all the woodland animals as they prepare 
for the festive occasion. There will be dancing, 
feasting, and rejoicing as the whole forest revels 

in the music, colours, and tasty treats of fall. At-
tend the party by reading “A Fall Ball for All”, writ-
ten by Jamie A. Swenson and illustrated by Chiara 
Fedele. Find this delightful story in the children's 
picture book section.

Up This Week

Friday, Nov. 12th: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Nov. 13th: Read. Track. Win! Prize Draw 
(10:00am)

Monday, Nov. 15th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Nov. 16th: Kids Trivia (4:00pm), Take and 
Make Zoom Session (7:00pm)

Wednesday, Nov. 17th: Writing Club (6:00pm)

Thursday, Nov. 18th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages

Family Law
Estate planning

and most areas of Law
visit our new website at 

www.sherwinlaw.ca
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COLUMN —
Straight From the Shelves

ST. MARYS LIONS CLUB 
KOATS FOR KIDS

DONATIONS:
Warm, wearable outerwear can be dropped off 
now at TD/Canada Trust, Royal Bank, Bank of 
Montreal, Scotia Bank, Meridian Savings, GC 
Boyle law office and Cascade Cleaners. If you 

have any spare hangers, please put them with 
your donations, Cascade needs them.

PICK UPS:
Clothing will be available at 12 Water Street 
South from 9 AM to 7 PM Monday through 

Saturday November 15 to December 13.       
Closed Sundays. 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

COUNSELLING

DISPOSAL
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Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick 
& stone on custom homes as 
well as specializing in laying thin 
stone for fireplace installation 
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load

HEAT/COOL
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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www.cathieszmon.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

�������������
Sales Representative

Email: mccc502@rogers.com

Office: 519-284-4322
Cell: 519-301-0798
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REPAIR

WINDOWMORTGAGE

REPAIR & SERVICE
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SENIORS

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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STORAGE
THORNDALE 

STORAGE CITY

519-461-1050 • thorndalestoragecity@hotmail.com
www.thorndalestoragecity.com

519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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Owen Lewis

owen-lewishavard@coldwellbanker.ca

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

MUSIC
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1)Reykjavík

2)Leonardo da Vinci

3)Windor. Her full 
name is Elizabeth Al-
exandra Mary Windsor

4)A kit

5)1.6km

6)First: Alabama. Last: 
Wyoming

7)118 elements

8)Four - the mitral, tri-
cuspid, aortic and pul-
monic valves

9)The Dalai Lama

10)The Hunger Games

RUN YOUR YARD SALE 

AD HERE FOR JUST $20 

PER WEEK

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc
Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. 
Call or text Stan anytime 519-868-3814

Four Snow Tires
Michelin X Ice Radials P205 55 R16
Like New, Low Mileage, used part of 2 winters.
$ 395 (new $800) call 519 284 2238

IN MEMORIAM

Corbett
In loving memory of Vi Corbett
June 24, 1924 – November 15. 2020
Those we love remain with us
For love itself lives on
And cherished memories never fade
Because a loved one’s gone.
Those we love can never be
More than a thought apart
For as long as there is memory
They’ll live on in our hearts.

Love, Sandra, Barb, Violet and family

OBITUARY

Cook
Kenneth Saunders Cook 
passed away at St. Marys 
Memorial Hospital on No-
vember 8, 2021 at the age 
of 87. He grew up in North 
Easthope Township. Ken 
had five sisters and four 
brothers (all deceased). 
Ken married Colleen Robin-
son-Willis on November 18, 

1960. She died on March 2, 2005. Loving father 
of Daniel and Sandra Cook of Egmondville, Linda 
and Earl Scott, Debrah and Michael Van Galen, all 
of Woodstock, Diana and Joseph Lambert of Strat-
ford. Proud grandfather of Amie, Rebecca, Joshua, 
J.R, Amber, Candice, Jessika, Emily and Thomas. 
Great-grandfather of 15. Cremation has taken 
place. His remains will be placed with Colleen at 
the St. Marys Cemetery. Due to the pandemic, the 
family has decided not to have a funeral service, 
instead a Celebration of Life will be held at a later 
date. Ken’s children would appreciate any stories 
or kind words that you would like to share about 
him. Please post to Ken’s page on the Andrew L. 
Hodges Funeral Home website www.hodgesfuner-
alhome.ca. 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Happy 75th Birthday
Come Celebrate Sandra Williams 75th Birthday

Saturday November 13th
Maple Lane Park

30 Thames Rd. Community Centre
From 1 – 5 | Must be vaccinated 

For Sale
Winter tires – 4 Firestone Winter Force
P255/70R16 on steel rims.
New Nov 2018 less than 10,000 KM total 2 winters.
New $720 now $350. Call Alan 519-284-2480

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular 
interest. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-
972-5750 

4 PASSENGER 
DEMOCRAT WAGON 

WITH SHAFTS

Wagon in good working order. Wheels are steel 
and  all spokes and hubs are in excellent condition. 
Shafts for a double team. This Democrat has been 
stored for 50 years in a dry workshop. Seating area 

requires new pads.
Serious Inquiries Only Please

Best Offer 519 663-9359

8am - 2pm at St. Marys United Church

FALL EVENT
November 20th

Baking Crafts, Silent Auction
Trunk Sale, Chili and hot cider for sale

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & 
Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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NOVEMBER 11th IS REMEMBRANCE DAY

Lest  We  Forget


