
HAPPY THANKSGIVINGThursday, October 7, 2021Issue #1075

FIGHTING CANCER  PAGE  7QUADRO FIBRE OPTIC  PAGE  2

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
1.38
1.90
2.55

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 0.93 - 3 YR 1.65 - 5 YR 2.01

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

HOPE FOR HAITI
NOW Sunday Oct. 17
Tee times start at 1pm
$65/per person

9 & DINE for $36
Anytime after 2pm

Tuesday WINGS & things 
featuring the REUBEN!

Happy 

Thanksgiving ��������������������������������
����������������

As of September 22, 2021 all Ontarians will require 
proof of vaccination in an attempt to help combat 
the fourth wave of the Covid-19 pandemic. Mean-
ing, residents of Stratford, St Marys, & Perth South 
will require proof of vaccination to attend at any 
indoor public setting considered to be higher risk. 
These new rules have been implemented to help 
reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19 among 
residents in our community, and to help keep our 
valued businesses open. This requirement focuses 
on higher-risk indoor public settings. 

It includes, but is not limited to the following loca-
tions:  

- Indoor areas of restaurants, bars, and other food 
and drink establishments

- Indoor areas of meeting and event spaces  

- Indoor areas of facilities used for sports and rec-
reational fitness activities including: gyms; fitness/
sporting/recreational facilities, such as hockey are-
nas and indoor public pools; and indoor areas of fa-
cilities where spectators watch events; Indoor areas 
of concert venues, theatres, and cinemas.

All individuals attending these venues and engag-
ing in the above listed activities will be required to 
show proof of vaccination, as well as valid photo 
identification, prior to entering. 

Businesses and organizations are responsible for 
ensuring that they meet the requirements regarding 
proof of vaccination as outlined in the legislation. 

As we transition to this new phase we ask everyone 
to be patient and understanding with one another. 
The Stratford Police Service will continue to use 
the approach that has been used throughout this 
pandemic of: Engage, Educate, and Enforce. How-
ever, any acts of violence, threats, or aggressive be-
haviour will not be tolerated and will be dealt with 
accordingly. The residents of Stratford, St Marys, 
and Perth South have shown a great level of re-
silience and kindness throughout this pandemic 
so please keep strong and keep kind; we will get 
through this together!

With this coming Monday being 
Thanksgiving there is the usual open-
ing and closures for the weekend. The 
two main grocery stores, Foodland and 
McDonalds Independent are open 
all weekend, as is Canadian Tire. All 
three stores will have holiday hours 
on Thanksgiving Monday. The Post 
Office and the banks are closed all 
three days.  The Beer Store, the LCBO 
and Delmar Foods are open Saturday 
and Sunday but closed Monday. Most 
of the eating establishments are open 
all weekend including Subway and 
the Sunset Diner but Joe’s Diner will 

be closed Monday. 

The following Town hours was re-
leased by Beverly Brenneman, the 
Town’s Corporate Communications 
Manager:

Please note the following hours will 
be in effect for Town of St. Marys fa-
cilities for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Closed Monday, October 11:

- Administrative offices (Town Hall 
and Municipal Operations Centre)

- Adult Learning

Continued on page 5

Police issue proof of 
vaccination guidance 

What’s open or not for the holiday weekend

St. Marys Pickleball Club Food 
Drive Donation

On Wednesday, September 29, St. Marys Pickleball Club members presented Jennifer 
Morris (4th from right) of the Salvation Army with a donation of 217 lbs of non-per-
ishable food items from the club's September food drive.  The St. Marys Pickleball Club 
would also like to challenge other clubs and teams to support the Salvation Army Food 
Bank throughout the coming weeks to provide support within our local community.
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $6.21
New Crop – $6.23

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $15.55
New Crop – $15.56

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $7.78
New Crop – $8.14

Sponsored by




  
  
  
 
 



  

   
   
   







  
  
  
 
 



  

   
   
   




Quadro fibre optic now accessible throughout St. Marys
By Stewart Grant

Quadro Communications’ $10-million fibre-to-the-
home (FTTH) project in St. Marys is now complete.

The co-operative announced recently that with the 
completion of the project that was originally an-
nounced in January of 2019, the Town of St. Marys 
is the first municipality in Southwestern Ontario to 
have a fully fibre optic infrastructure for telecom-
munications. 

John DeHeer, General Manager of Quadro Com-
munications stated, “We are thrilled to be able to 
offer state-of-the-art communication technologies 
to the residents and businesses of St. Marys. Being 
a local company which employs local people, this is 
another way Quadro can give back to the areas we 
serve. That is why we use the tag line 'We’re local, 
just like you'. 

Residents will recall that Quadro began rolling out 
their services in stages throughout St. Marys as 
defined geographical areas came online. With the 
project complete, Quadro is able to offer every res-
ident and business in St. Marys internet speeds up 
to 1 Gigabit (the gold standard of internet speed), 
with a dedicated fibre optic line run directly to each 
premise. 

“The Town of St. Marys is excited to be one of 
the first small communities in Canada to be fully 
built out with a fibre optic network,” said Mayor Al 
Strathdee. “We are grateful for the investment that 
Quadro Communications has made in our commu-
nity. We are now able to offer first class internet 
service to residents that will support those who 
work from a home office." 

Residents’ relate their experiences

St. Marys resident Cliff Sterritt spoke to the Inde-
pendent about his experience with Quadro after 
making the switch earlier this summer. After twen-
ty years with a large national internet provider, 

what really stood out to him was a dramatic im-
provement in customer service. 

“Having a local company that answers their phone 
right away with a real person is so different. It’s a 
wonder how we got away from that in the first place. 
As far as the actual service goes it’s been terrific. It 
works all the time and is so much faster than I had 
before...and at a much lower price.”

“It’s been so nice having a local company invest so 
much money in the community to provide a better 
service,” Sterritt added. 

Local businessman Andrew Atlin echoed Sterritt’s 
comments about the new service. Atlin, a Chartered 
Professional Accountant, switched to Quadro in 
July after 17 years with the same national internet 
and cable provider. 

“The benefits of the switch were immediate and the 
transition was very smooth,” Andrew told the Inde-
pendent. “Our internet download speed increased 
10x and upload speed more than doubled. The new 
service allows our remote staff to have rock-solid 
VPN connections and makes off-site backup, and 
disaster and recovery services easier to connect 
with. Quadro’s bills and service explanations are 
clear and customer service responses are very fast. 
Even better, the cost is about half of what we paid 
previously. As for TV, the QTV internet option al-
lows me to feed my live sports addiction from any 
of our devices at a fraction of what we were paying 
previously. The TV service is reliable from the in-
ternet and the DVR function is easy. In summary, 
we have a better, faster, more affordable service 
provided by local people who understand and ap-
preciate our business.”

About Fibre Optics 

Fibre optics is a glass strand (comparable in size 
to a human hair) designed to guide light along its 
length. When used in communication applications, 
fibre optics permit transmission over longer dis-
tances and at higher data rates than other forms of 
communications. Fibre is less susceptible to poten-
tial disruptions from inclement weather or other 
interference. 

About Quadro

Quadro Communications Co-operative Inc., was 
established in November 1994, after converting 
from the Blanshard Municipal Telephone System 
(established in 1924.) Quadro is a full-service tele-
communications co-operative offering Internet, TV, 
Phone and Mobility to both residential and busi-
ness customers. As a Co-operative, the company is 
owned by its members. All customers can become 
members for a onetime $1 membership fee. Mem-
bers control the Co-op through a member elected 
Board of Directors.
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Quote of the Week
“On Thanksgiving I will stop to give thanks that my family is 
safe and healthy, especially because I realize that, following 
the tragedies of this year, it is all too real a possibility that they 
might not have been” 

- Bobby Jindal

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

If the only prayer 
you said in your 
whole life was, 

“thank you,” that 
would suffice. 

Thanksgiving Day 
is a jewel, to set in 

the hearts of honest 
men; but be careful 
that you do not take 
the day, and leave 
out the gratitude. 

A thankful heart 
is not only the 

greatest virtue, but 
the parent of all the 

other virtues.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555 • OPEN 24 HOURS!
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title 

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Vegetables are a must 

on a diet. I suggest 

carrot cake, zucchini

bread, and pumpkin 

pie.

It seems that the 

Optometrists and the 

Government are not 

seeing eye to eye.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week. 

1) Thank you to St. James Angli-
can Church for hosting a success-
ful fundraiser for Shelterlink. Your 
support is greatly appreciated. St. 
Marys is definitely a town with a 
huge heart.

2) Bravo to all the members of the 
fire department for all that the do 
to protect the community. Also Bra-
vo to the effort to promote “Cindy-
slaw” with Lorne Culbert.

3) Bravo to all those who offered 
assistance at the serious crash on 
Saturday at Line 20. Your efforts 
are much appreciated.

We have one Boo this week. 

1) Boo to Elections Canada for of-
fering an archaic alternative mail 
in ballot system. Prior to departure 
on vacation in Ontario, September 
7th, we attempted to request the 
mail ballot package. Because we 
rent our home here we have a post 
box and therefore a postal code as-
sociated with it and not our phys-
ical address. After numerous at-
tempts to register our address and 
first receiving confirmation emails, 
that all was fine, we were subse-
quently informed that our address 
was in conflict with "their '' infor-
mation. First time in over 50 years 
that we could not cast our votes. 
Election Canada could surely de-
velop a robust and secure online 
system to supplement their prim-
itive methods.

How did Canadian Thanksgiving 
begin?

In 1578 English explorer Martin 
Frobisher arrived in Newfound-
land and wanted to celebrate his 
safe arrival to the new world. It 
wasn’t until 1879 that it was de-
clared a national holiday, and it 
wasn’t until 1957 that its October 
date was set.

When is the Canadian Thanksgiv-
ing held?

The second Monday in October (it 
has coincided with Columbus Day 
in the US since 1971). A proclama-
tion was issued that stated it was to 
be “A Day of General Thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for the bountiful 
harvest with which Canada has 
been blessed.”

Why is it earlier than the Ameri-
can Thanksgiving?

Our harvest season is earlier in 
Canada, as we get colder sooner.

How did “Breaking the Wishbone” 
start?

The ancient Romans used to pull 
apart chicken bones hoping for 
good fortune. The English picked 
it up in the 16th century, where it 
was referred to as “merrythought.” 
In the New World, Pilgrims played 
tug-of-war with the bones of wild 
turkeys. The term “wishbone” 
didn’t emerge until the 1800’s. Each 
person grabs an end and pulls it 
apart. It is believed that if you get 
the bigger piece, your wish will be 
granted.

Is it a Statutory holiday in all 

Provinces?

Canadian Thanksgiving is a statu-
tory holiday except in Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, PEI, and New-
foundland and Labrador.

Why do we eat turkey on Thanks-
giving, and not some other bird?

The birds are large enough that 
they can feed a table full of hun-
gry family members rather than 
a chicken. Plus, chicken and cows 
were considered much more valu-
able to keep around for their eggs 
and milk.They were highly regard-
ed back when the Thanksgiving 
tradition first began.

By the way, wild turkeys can fly, 
unlike domestic turkeys. They can 
also run up to 20 miles an hour. We 
eat domestic turkeys which have 
been bred for their size and speed 
of growth to the point where they 
now cannot fly, walk normally or 
even breed on their own.

Other interesting facts:

From 1921 to 1930, Thanksgiving 
was combined with Armistice Day 
(now Remembrance Day), which 
was observed on the Monday of 
the week of November 11.

And finally, the American Thanks-
giving long weekend runs from 
Thursday to Sunday, whereas 
the Canadian Thanksgiving long 
weekend runs from Saturday to 
Monday. Americans celebrate it on 
the fourth Thursday in November 
— so they essentially get a four-
day weekend versus our three-day 
weekend.

Some facts about the Canadian 
Thanksgiving!

Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON • 519-852-8453
Owen Lewis-Havard, Sales Representative

Sponsored 
by:
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Stonetown 
Crier

Covid-19 Updates
Current Public Health Measures
St. Marys is operating under Step Three of Ontario’s 
Roadmap to Reopen. Please continue to follow all health 
and safety guidelines when using town services and 
facilities. 
The Municipal Operations Centre and Town Hall are 
open for service. Hours for both locations are  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Prearranged appointments and 
drop-box services are still available; call 519-284-2340 
to book.
Patrons 18 years of age and older wishing to access 
the PRC, Aquatics Centre and Friendship Centre for 
programs and recreational services now need to show 
proof of being fully vaccinated (two doses plus 14 days) 
along with photo ID upon entry.  
Effective October 31, all patrons 12 years of age or older 
will be required to show proof of vaccination prior to 
entry, subject to Provincial exemptions.
Details: townofstmarys.com/covid19

Community Wellness & Stonetown Supports
Community Wellness Programs 
Our Community Wellness Programs are available to 
people of all ages and abilities who need assistance with 
essential needs such as:

• Hot and frozen meal delivery 
• Delivery of groceries and other essentials
• Social connection calls and telephone reassurance
• Virtual and telephone programming 
Contact us 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday to Friday)
Details: townofstmarys.com/communitywellness or 519-284-3272 
 
Stonetown Supports 
If you are in need of supports and resources for food 
security, mental health and addiction, financial aid, 
housing, youth services and more, visit our website.  
Details: townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

General Municipal Updates
 Racket Courts Reserved and Council Meeting
Racket Courts Reserved 
Please note that our racket courts have been reserved on 
various dates and times for use by gym classes from our 
local schools. 
Details: townofstmarys.com/courts
Regular Council Meeting 
The next Council meeting will be October 12 at 6:00 p.m. 
It will be live streamed on our YouTube channel and the 
agenda will be available on our website on October 8, 
2021. 
Details: townofstmarys.com/Meetings

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

COMMUNITY —

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

- Mobility Service Office

- St. Marys Child Care Centre

- St. Marys Fire Station

- St. Marys Landfill

- St. Marys Museum

Friendship Centre/Senior Services

- Closed Monday, October 11 for rec-
reational programming. Home sup-
port services such as Meals on Wheels 
and Telephone Reassurance calls will 
continue.

Garbage and Recycling Collection

- Will continue as scheduled. De-
tails: http://www.bra.org/my-services/
st-marys-town/.

Library

- Closed Monday, October 11. Open 
Friday, October 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 9 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Pyramid Recreation Centre

- The Aquatics Centre will be closed 
on October 11. Open  Saturday, Octo-
ber 9 and Sunday October 10 for reg-
ular programming. Please visit  www.
townofstmarys.com/aquatics  for de-
tails and registration.

- Ice programming at the PRC will 
continue throughout weekend includ-
ing Monday October 11.

VIA Rail Station

- Open for regular hours: 7:45 a.m. to 
8:45 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Continued from page 1

What’s open or not for the 
holiday weekend
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COMMUNITY —

1)Who were the main characters in Wayne’s 
World? 

2)Who sang the song, “My Way”? 

3)What’s the first letter on a typewriter or 
keyboard? 

4)In which video game did Super Mario first 
appear? 

5)Whose face was said to have launched 
1,000 ships? 

6)Name Fred Astaire's famous red-haired 
dancing partner. 

7)Paul Newman ate fifty eggs in which film? 

8)Which Russian town suffered an infamous 
nuclear disaster in 1986? 

9)Which planet shares its name with a dog? 

10)Which famous novel featured Jo, Meg, 
Beth and Amy March?

Sponsored by: 17 Water St. S  
519-860-8662Gordy's

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for 
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Robert 
Good who will be celebrating his 

90th birthday on Sunday October 10. 
Robert is a life long resident of 

Perth South, who still lives on the 
family farm, and has 4 children and 3 

grandchildren. 
Happy Birthday Robert! 

Town hosting Municipal Hazardous 
and Special Waste Event Oct. 23
The last event for 2021 in the Town of St. Marys 
enhanced Municipal Hazardous and Special Waste 
(MHSW) program will be held on October 23, 2021

The event will run from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 
St. Marys and Perth South residents can dispose of 
their hazardous waste at the Municipal Operations 
Centre (MOC) located at 408 James Street South 
(enter off South Service Road).

Items that will be accepted at the disposal event 
include:

• Acids, aerosol cans (full), antifreeze

• Bases, batteries, bleach

• Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs), fluores-
cent tubes

• Fertilizers, fuels, garden and pool chemicals

• Household cleaners, motor oil, paints, pesticides

• Propane tanks/cylinders, solvents, stains, Varsol

All materials must be sealed and in their original 
containers with labels. Materials should be trans-
ported in the rear of vehicles (trunk, truck bed, 
etc.), and contained in boxes for safe transport and 
unloading. Vehicles with materials in the back or 
front seat will be re-directed to a separate area of 
the parking lot where they can be moved to the 
trunk or tailgate. Residents are asked to remain in 
their vehicles at all times as materials will be un-

loaded by trained staff.

Please note that the MHSW depot that was located 
at the St. Marys Landfill has now been closed, and 
MHSW material will no longer be received at the 
landfill.

For more information about waste disposal services 
in St. Marys, visit townofstmarys.com/MHSW.

Have your Thanksgiving baking ready when you need it.  Give the 
store a call to pre-order your Thanksgiving pies and other goodies. 

Apples, Carrots, Garlic, Melons, Onions, Peppers, Potatoes, Squash

Preserve of the Month
Tomato based preserves

Store Hours

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Visit McCully's for all your Fall Decor needs.  
We have beautiful pots of mums and mixed plants and lovely grasses.   
Lots of pumpkins in all shapes and sizes and ornamental gourds, corn 

stalks, hay bales and everything in between. 

Fall Decor Has Arrived

Join us for some Fall fun this year, including Wagon Rides, Pumpkin 
Patch, Barn Tours and Corn Maze.  Fall Festival is every weekend in 

October, weather permitting.

McCully's Fall Harvest Festival

Thanksgiving Baking

Open Daily:   10 a.m. – 5 p.m • Open Saturday:   9 .m. – 5 p.m.
Closed Thanksgiving Monday

Local Produce

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN 
THE INDEPENDENT

CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM



Thursday, October 7, 2021 7St. Marys Independent

By Matt Harris

The complexities of fighting cancer 
are measured in different ways. De-
pending on the form and rarity of the 
disease, it can affect those in the fight 
physically and mentally. In Canada, we 
don’t normally associate that fight with 
financial burden. But a local woman 
now faces that reality while taking on 
the rare colorectal (defective mismatch 
repair) form of cancer. 

Deb Sterkenburg got the diagnosis for 
this after being checked out following 
an accident falling from her horse.

“That first diagnosis was for Stage 4 
bowel cancer, back in 2015,” she said. 
“I’d had a dormant tumour there for six 
months, and I had no symptoms. When 
they operated, they removed a solid, 
20-pound tumour from me.”

That was just the start. Because of the 
size of the initial tumour, Sterkenburg 
said they had to take it out in pieces 
and that meant leaving some cells be-
hind. She consulted Dr. Stephen Welch, 
an oncologist in London, and then be-
gan 12 rounds of chemotherapy. De-
clared to be in remission by October 
2015, Sterkenburg kept up with the CT 
scans every three months. A routine 
scan on October 4, 2017, revealed the 
bad news – Dr. Welch saw tumours on 
her spleen, and it wound up spread-
ing to her bowel again. More radiation 
eventually killed off her spleen, and 
the cancer continued to spread.

“I knew after they removed that huge 
tumour that it would come back, that 
I was on borrowed time,” she said. “We 
found this treatment for the colorectal 
cancer, but the only issue with it is that 
OHIP doesn’t cover the cost fully.”

There’s the catch. The treatment plan 
Sterkenburg’s medical team put to-
gether for her is a combination of the 
drugs Opdivo and Yervoy, drugs that 
are approved for use by Health Cana-
da but not covered by Ontario’s health 
plan. For every single treatment (of 
which Sterkenburg requires four), the 
cost is nearly $19,000. With just over 
22 per cent of every treatment being 
covered by OHIP, Sterkenburg sees 
a charge of $14,479.13 appear on her 
VISA card for every treatment.

Some funding was available to her 
through a patient support program, but 
that still left a huge gap for Sterken-
burg to fill while staring down a daunt-
ing gauntlet of treatment and recovery.

“My husband and I are retired dairy 
farmers, and we don’t want to lose the 
farm over this,” she said. “Since the 
beginning of my fight with cancer, it’s 
been tough because it feels like every 
step forward has been met with 10 
steps back. But I’m a fighter, and that’s 
what led me to getting this petition 
started.”

With the help of her family and friends, 
Sterkenburg has begun to petition the 
provincial government to include the 
immunotherapy drugs in its coverage 
plan. One of her sisters, Sandy Brand-
er, helped craft the petition with the 
goal of getting the Ontario Ministry 
of Health to fund drug therapies that 
have received a Notice of Compliance 
with Conditions (NOC/c) from Health 
Canada.

“The entire organizing committee 
backs the creation and support of this 
petition,” Brander said. “We have been 
circulating the petition using the plat-
form www.change.org via social media, 
posters … we are just connecting with 
an advocacy group called Colorec-
tal Cancer Canada in Toronto as well. 
We are all extremely frustrated (with 
the pace of the process). Although we 
are blessed with health care in Cana-
da, why, when there is sound evidence 
(without cost as studies have already 
been done in the United States), to 
support the positive results of this 
treatment, is the approval not given. 
COVID has impacted the approval pro-
cess due to the number of COVID-spe-
cific resolutions/treatment approvals 
Health Canada has had to make, which 
adds another layer to this. There is no 
crystal ball to know if and when the 
approval will occur, so how much does 
Deb invest in this while still respect-
ing the livelihood of her family to go 
forward? Right now, it’s a no-win situa-
tion. She has such a will to live … she’s 
done her part, now it is time for gov-
ernment to do theirs.”

Friends Marg Van Nes and Caro-
lyn Klomp have, among other things, 

helped organize a fundraising pork 
chop dinner to be held at the Van Nes 
farm on Friday, Oct. 22, at a cost of $25 
per ticket. Wanting to help their friend 
was a given, especially since they saw 
how the government seeming had their 
wallet open for other things but not 
this.

“That was hard to grasp,” Van Nes 
said. “Deb has been extremely positive 
during her whole fight with cancer, and 
you wouldn’t have picked her out as the 
one who was fighting this fight. This 
treatment is one of her last options, as 
the cancer has spread through her. We 
put out 1000 tickets for the dinner and 
they’re selling really fast. Some compa-
nies have donated the cost of dinner, 
and we are happy to accept donations 
as well. Deb just wants this so the pe-
tition gets more exposure. There’s no 

end date, since we want as many signa-
tures as we can get.”

Fighting for both her health and for 
change hasn’t changed who Sterken-
burg is, according to both Klomp and 
Brander. Klomp said that Sterkenburg 
is the kind of person who would turn 
around and donate the money raised if 
she could, while Brander said that she 
and her youngest sister, Dianne, see 
how strong-willed Deb is now more 
than ever.

“She doesn’t back down from doing 
what is right, and she always gives 100 
per cent,” Brander said. “She’s a do-er, 
the contributor, the organizer, the sup-
porter. Everyone marvels at how strong 
she is, and this illness has only given 
her another way to give back. She’s not 
letting it define her.”

Ask her about this petition (https://
www.change.org/p/ontario-minis-
try-of-health-deb-sterkenburg-can-
cer-therapy-funding-approval) and 
you get the tiger coming out in her, 
but change the topic to what she wants 
life to be like after this and the kitten 
shows its face.

“I have two young grandchildren I want 
to see grow up,” she said while hold-
ing off some tears. “I’m overwhelmed 
by the support I’ve gotten so far. I’m 
a do-er, and I’m always asking ‘what’s 
the next step’ in this process. My mom 
got sick and she became angry about 
it. I can’t let my kids see me that way. 
I’ve had days with the pity party, but 48 
hours later I pulled myself out of that. 
I’m still working as a bookkeeper and 
I still want to get back on my horses – 
that’s my happy place.”

Tickets for the dinner are close to sell-
ing out, but there are 50/50 tickets that 
can be purchased as well in addition 
to making an independent donation. 
Anyone interested in doing so can 
reach out to Marg Van Nes and Carolyn 
Klomp on Facebook for more details.

The Wilmot Post
St. Marys Independent

STRATFORDTIMES

HERE WE GROW AGAIN

Reach out to Bob at 519-276-8778 or bob.shannon.media@gmail.com and find 
out why we are pleased to welcome Bob Shannon to our team…and yours!

We are pleased to welcome and introduce to you the 
newest member of our team. 

Bob Shannon has joined us to direct our new Business 
Development/Sales Division. 

His focus is on executing your plan to expose your im-
portant message to a larger and well defined market. He 
can expand your reach, to increase your sales. 

Bob brings you his years of media experience to ensure 
your eye catching, motivating message is delivered to 
your target, within your budget. 

His prime objective is to demonstrate to you how you 
can achieve your goals and target your message across 
each of our media opportunities.

COMMUNITY —
Fighting back against cancer – with porkchops
Local woman battles for change amid health challenges

Deb Sterkenburg rings the gong at the Victoria Hospital Cancer Clinic on Aug. 
18 of this year. It marked her tenth and final round of radiation to eliminate 
her spleen as part of her ongoing fight against cancer.  (Contributed photo)
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COMMUNITY —
New Road Safety Signs weren’t enough to prevent 
severe accident

By Stewart Grant

The above photographs of these 
brand-new blue road safety signs 
alongside Road 130 northeast of St. 
Marys were taken on Thursday, Sep-
tember 30, 2021. 

The photo top-left shows a sign 
marked “Slow Down – Obey Speed 
Limits” which was positioned as a 
reminder for drivers to reduce their 
speed as they enter the hamlet of 
Avonton.

The photo top-right, where the sign 
indicates “Look Twice – Save A Life” is 
from the intersection of Line 130 and 
Road 20. Sadly, just two days after this 
photo was taken, a serious multi-ve-
hicle accident occurred at this very 
intersection, on October 2. As a result, 
five people were sent to hospital, in-
cluding a woman who was airlifted 

from the scene with serious injuries.  

According to reports, the accident 
occurred just before 10:45 a.m. on a 
clear Saturday morning. Police be-
lieve that the crash was caused by 
Honda Civic running through the stop 
sign at Line 20 while headed north 
on Road 130, colliding with a Chrys-
ler Pacifica who had the right of way 
headed east. A third vehicle, a Chev-
rolet Equinox headed west, was then 
struck by the vehicles from the initial 
collision. Police reports indicated that 
the driver of the Pacifica was airlifted 
by helicopter and transported to hos-
pital in London, where treatment for 
serious, non-life-threatening injuries 
was provided. Two young children, a 
three-year-old and one-year-old from 
the Pacifica were also transported to 
hospital as a precaution, later being 

released with no injuries. The drivers 
of the other two vehicles were trans-
ported to Stratford General Hospital 
and were later released after receiv-
ing treatment for minor injuries.   

In a local Facebook discussion group 
where people were alerted to avoid 
the area of the collision on Saturday 
when the intersection was closed, 
many commenters noted the rela-
tive frequency of accidents at that 
spot, including previous fatalities. 
“Terrible intersection... so many bad 
accidents there!” said one comment-
er who also noted “Most are entirely 
preventable”. Ideas generated within 
the public group included the instal-
lation of stop lights, or a round-about, 
or simply the need for drivers to be 
focused on the road while operating 
their vehicles.

The scene of the accident was closed 
for several hours on Saturday as col-
lision reconstruction experts from the 
Stratford Police Service performed 
their analysis. Charges have not been 
laid yet, pending completion of the 
investigation.

In a statement released by Stratford 
Police Service, they wished to thank 
the many passersby and witnesses 
who provided immediate first aid to 
the involved drivers and passengers, 
and for providing information that 
will assist in the investigation.

On the other hand, Stratford Police 
Service did issue several tickets to 
drivers who drove around the road 
closure signs and attempted to drive 
directly through the scene of the col-
lision, where officers were investigat-
ing. 
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Landscape 
Design & Build

•
Excavation

•
Trucking

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
7 Meadowridge Court, St. Marys ON N4X 1A9

TO ARRANGE A CONSULTATION
CALL OR EMAIL US

519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

COMMUNITY —
Firefighters from St. Marys, Perth East and North 
Perth team up to learn lifesaving skills

A group of firefighters from St. Marys, 
Perth East, West Perth and North 
Perth spent the weekend building 
skills – and relationships – that will 
keep all their communities safer.

Firefighters from Perth County joined 
Peter Methner of On Scene Rescue 
Training Inc. for a two-and-a-half-
day advanced vehicle extrication 
training course organized by the St. 
Marys Fire Department. Most of the 
training involved hands-on learning, 
including two full days of crash res-
cue simulations at Robson Scrap Met-
al yard, using varied pieces of equip-
ment to cut open old cars.

“A combination of experienced and 
recruit firefighters attended the 
course.” Said St. Marys Fire Chief 
Richard “Andy” Anderson. “Some of 
the recruits had little to no experi-
ence using the specialized extrica-
tion equipment during motor vehicle 
collisions. Attending this weekend 

training helped them gain knowledge 
and build confidence that is needed 
during actual emergency responses.”

The course that took place during the 
weekend covered the basics, includ-
ing new vehicle technology, vehicle 
stabilization, glass removal, using the 
cutters for cutting through the body 
of a vehicle, spreaders to pry open 
doors and rams to conduct a dash dis-
placement.

“I’ve been in firefighting for 40 years 
and have had the opportunity to see 
how equipment and techniques have 
evolved and improved through those 
years.” Said Chief Anderson, “I am 
a constant advocate for continued 
training and education so that our 
firefighters can improve their skills 
and perform their duties as effective-
ly and efficiently as possible.”

The St. Marys Fire Department would 
like to thank the most trusted and 
experienced Lead Instructors, Peter 

Methner and Brad Weins of On Scene 
Rescue Training Inc. The instruc-
tors have a combined 55 years of fire 
service. Their willingness to pass on 
their invaluable source of knowledge 
based on their real-world experience 
allowed members of our departments 
to reach optimal levels of achieve-
ment. Their passion and love for the 
firefighting trade and what they do 
created a climate of trust and respect 
amongst all the firefighters. 

Anderson expressed his gratitude on 
behalf of the department to Tim Hor-
tons for supplying coffee and donuts 

for the firefighters. As well this train-
ing could not have taken place if it 
was not for Kent Robson of Robson 
Scrap Metal Limited for the donation 
of vehicles and his property. The St. 
Marys based company generously do-
nated 14 vehicles for this weekend’s 
training and vehicles throughout the 
year in order to conduct these type of 
extrication exercises.

For more information on the St. 
Marys Fire Department and training, 
visit their website at townofstmarys.
com/fire. 

Firefighters from St. Marys, Perth East and North Perth teamed up for an advanced vehicle extrication training course.
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SPORTS —
Lincs bounce back with 6-2 road win over Kings 
After disappointing 5-0 loss to the Nationals Friday night at home

By Pat Payton

KOMOKA - Kyle Morey and former 
King Kobe Ferreira fired two goals 
apiece to spark St. Marys Lincolns to 
a come-from-behind 6-2 victory over 
Komoka here Saturday night.

For both rookie Morey and veteran 
Ferreira, the goals were their first of 
the GOJHL regular season.

After a poor effort Friday night at 
home, the win was huge for the Lincs 
as it evened their record at 2-2 and 
moved them into a third-place tie 
with three other teams in the Western 
Conference standings.

Lincolns travelled to the game with 
just 15 skaters and two goaltenders, 
but it didn't stop them from recording 
their second straight road win. Assis-
tant coaches Mike Siddall and Ryan 
Shipley ran the bench in the absence 
of head coach Trent McClement.

"It was a team effort," Siddall report-
ed. "We came down here with three 
lines, so we had a short line-up. We 
kept our shifts short and got pucks 
out. We battled tonight."

Lincolns 6 - Kings 2

At Komoka Saturday night, Lincolns 
scored six unanswered goals to erase 
an early 2-0 deficit.

After goals by Josh Tidgwell (power-
play) and Kaeden Johnston put the 
Kings up by two before the 14-minute 

mark of the opening frame, Lincolns 
scored twice in the final four minutes 
of the period to pull even. The marks-
men were Noah Vandenbrink (pow-
erplay) and Ferreira with 47 seconds 
left in the period.

Cole Schnittker's shorthanded unas-
sisted goal midway through the sec-
ond period put the visitors ahead to 
stay. It was Schnittker's team-leading 
third of the young season.

After Ferreira put St. Marys up 4-2 at 
3:50 of the third, Morey tacked on two 
more insurance goals--less than three 
minutes apart--midway through the 
period.

"We didn't get off to the start we 
wanted," Siddall said. "But it was a 
good road win, coming back to get the 
two points. It was a good bounce-back 
game after Friday's loss."

Winless Komoka (0-2-1) finished with 
a 36-35 edge in shots. Veteran goalie 
Bryce Walcarius picked up his second 
win for the Lincs.

Morey, Ferreira, Vandenbrink, Schnit-
tker, Ethan Lamoureux and defence-
man Thomas Munro all finished the 
night with two points apiece.

"In the last four games, I can't say 
enough about the efforts of guys like 
Austin Keleher and Damian Pancino 
and Max Mulder," GM Greg Smale 
added. "They've been eating up big 
minutes while we've had a short line-

up. That has been crucial. They have 
really stepped up and played import-
ant minutes for us.

"It was an overall team effort with 
guys working hard, trying to out-work 
a team that has more bodies than we 
do. But we got the job done."

Nationals 5 - Lincolns 0

At the PRC Friday night, London Na-
tionals were simply the better team 
as they skated to a well-deserved 5-0 
road victory over the Lincolns. Lincs' 
coach Trent McClement made no ex-
cuses for his team's performance.

"We talked about it before the game, 
if you want to be a good team in this 
league you have to prove that you can 
beat the Londons and Leamingtons," 
McClement said. "And tonight, there's 
no way to sugarcoat it, but London 
was better than us in all aspects of 
the game. We just couldn't get any-
thing going. A lot of their goals were 
on odd-man rushes that we created 
by bad choices in the offensive zone. 
I also thought we took too many pen-
alties.

"I know it's early in the season, but 
we're a team that has a lot to work on. 
Plain and simple, London was better 
than us tonight and that can't happen 
. . . especially in our own rink."

Late first-period goals by Zach Power 
(powerplay) and Ryan Nichols gave 
the Nationals all the offence they 

would need on this night. The visitors 
built a 4-0 lead with goals by Nicholas 
Beaupre and Power before the middle 
frame was seven minutes old.

Lincs made a goaltending change be-
fore the start of the third, replacing 
starter Ryan Wheeler with Bryce Wal-
carius. Nats' Logan Pace-Roth com-
pleted the scoring with 2:34 remain-
ing in the game.

"I think all the goals we allowed to-
night are fixable stuff," McClement 
said. "But no excuses, at the end of the 
day, they were better than us tonight. 
We have to correct those things if we 
want to be a good team in this league."

Announced shots were 36-29 in fa-
vour of St. Marys. London goalie Aid-
en Berry earned the shutout with 
a handful of spectacular saves. The 
18-year-old netminder finished with 
36 stops.

Nationals improved to 3-0 with the 
win, while Lincolns are still looking 
for their first victory on home ice.

Lincs dressed two affiliate skaters, 
forward Jimmy Schiedel and defence-
man Will Walker. Schiedel played 
well, generating a couple of good 
scoring chances.

Upcoming: Lincolns host Sarnia Le-
gionnaires this Friday, before hit-
ting the road Saturday for a game in 
Strathroy against the Rockets. Both 
contests start at 7:30 p.m.

Lincolns' forward Ethan Lamoureux (61) looks for a crack in the Nationals' armour during last Friday night's 
game at the PRC. Defending for London are defenceman Noah Arsenault and goalie Aiden Berry. Lincs host 
the Sarnia Legionnaires this Friday at 7:30 p.m.  (Payton photo)

Veteran defenceman Max Mulder (55) and rookie for-
ward Noah Vandenbrink (12) defend for the Lincolns 
against a London forward during last Friday night's 
game at the PRC.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
MacQueen guides Brasov to title in European league

Huron-Perth Lakers host U18 
'AAA' Face-Off at PRC

Swedish Kubb champs repeat

Huron-Perth Lakers host the 2021 U18 'AAA' Face-Off this past weekend at the PRC
By Pat Payton

Last season may have been a Covid 
hockey year, but it still ended up be-
ing a successful one for former St. 
Marys Lincolns' coach Dave Mac-
Queen (1991-93).

MacQueen led the Brasov Wolves to 
their most successful season in team 
history last spring. In his first full 
season with the team, the 62-year-old 
Woodstock native guided Brasov to 
the Romanian Cup. Wolves are one of 
three Romanian teams in the 10-team 
Hungarian pro hockey league.

Previous to joining Brasov, Mac-
Queen coached Dornbirn Bulldogs in 
the Austrian League for seven years. 
Brasov, meanwhile, has a population 
of just over 250,000 in Romania, and 
is located in the central part of the 
country.

MacQueen once coached on Terry 
Crisp's staff, with the NHL's Tampa 
Bay Lightning. He also coached sev-
eral years in the OHL, with Peterbor-
ough, Erie and Sarnia. While in Erie, 
he was selected OHL coach-of-the-
year in 2000-01.

--Lincs' assistant captains this sea-
son are defencemen Max Mulder 
and Jordan Daer, and forwards Ethan 
Lamoureux and Joe Mazur. They join 
captain Jacob Bloomfield in Lincolns' 
leadership group.

--Bloomfield, meanwhile, hasn't 
dressed for the last three games. The 
20-year-old centre was injured in 
Lincs' home opener Sept. 24 against 
Leamington. "We're just being cau-
tious with him," St. Marys coach Trent 
McClement said last Friday.

Lincolns will have Joe Mazur and 
Nich Massa back in the line-up this 
weekend. Both forwards recently got 
their Covid-19 vaccine shots and are 
now eligible to play. Forward Kevin 

Perrott is expected back at the end of 
the month after completing his quar-
antine period.

--London Nationals have eight 
20-year-olds, but have just one player 
back from the 2019-20 team that fin-
ished in first place.

"We're an older team, and hopefully 
the veteran leadership will lead the 
way," new head coach Colin Martin, 
30, told the Independent last Friday. 
"We're a team that's still coming to-
gether. We're working hard every day 
to get better, but that's the same with 
every team in this league."

A key acquisition for the Nats has 
been Zach Power. The 20-year-old 
centre from Glencoe had 50 points 
(20-30) in 50 games with Chatham 
Maroons two seasons ago (2019-20). 
He currently has a conference-lead-
ing five goals.

"We're a hard-working team, but we 
have some skill, too," Martin contin-
ued. "Some of these guys have never 
had 400 to 500 days off, so it's a learn-
ing adjustment for them. I want these 
kids to come to the rink every day with 
their hard hat and work boots on.

"It's a privilege to play Junior hockey, 
and not many kids get to do it. I feel 
it's an honour to coach this (Nation-
als) team, which has a winning histo-
ry. This team has had some great peo-
ple before me, guys like Pat Powers 

and Kelly Thomson, who were great 
coaches. I'm honoured, and now the 
pressure is on to win."

--Colin Martin, meanwhile, was a 
member of the Lincs (2007-09) for 
two seasons, and then went on to play 
three years with the OHL's London 
Knights. In the 2008-09 season, Mar-
tin led St. Marys in scoring, clicking 
for 39 goals and 65 points in 37 games.

--Last week, Lincolns' Director of 
Hockey Operations/GM Greg Smale 
traded the rights to Mason Mantza-
vrokos to Caledonia Corvairs in a 
straight cash deal. Mantzavrokos, a 
19-year-old forward from London, led 
the Lincs in scoring with 52 points 
(21-31) in 45 games in 2019-20.

Over the past year, Mantzavrakos 
tried out for several Jr. 'A' teams, be-
fore signing with Nassjo HC, a Second 
Division team in Sweden. However, 
that trek overseas was short-lived, 
and he returned to Ontario.

--The Huron-Perth Lakers organiza-
tion hosted the 2021 U18 'AAA' Face-
Off this past weekend at the PRC.

Nine teams competed, playing a total 
of 18 games over three days. In addi-
tion to the Lakers, other 'AAA' teams 
were: Brantford 99ers, Elgin-Middle-
sex Chiefs, Hamilton Huskies, Kitch-
ener Jr. Rangers, Lambton Jr. Sting, 
London Jr. Knights, Waterloo Wolves 
and Windsor Jr. Spitfires.

Forward Jimmy Schiedel, left, goalie Kiefer MacNeil and defenceman Rourke Mc-
Ewan, all members of the Huron-Perth Lakers and residents of St. Marys, pose 
for a photo following a game on Saturday afternoon at the PRC. The three-day 
Alliance hockey event was called U18 'AAA' Face-Off and hosted by the Lakers. A 
total of nine U18 'AAA' teams took part.  (Payton photo)

The Swedish Kubb team known as the Kubbonic Plague has won the St. Marys 
Swedish Kubb League (SMSKL) for the third consecutive season and for the 
fourth time in six years. Ten teams were represented at this year's playoffs in 
Perth South on Sunday, with Mike Bender and Scott Lobb defeating Steve Reay 
and John McClelland (Kubbic Hair) in the finals, just as they did in 2020. The trio 
of Wayne Sterkenburg, Jeff Buckland and Gerald Devries (Dutch Wood) finished 
in third place. Pictured from left are McClelland, Reay, Bender, Lobb, Sterkenburg, 
Buckland, Devries.  (Stewart Grant photo)

Dave MacQueen



St. Marys Independent 12 Thursday, October 7, 2021

SPORTS —
Juggernauts earn huge 2-1 win over St. Columban

Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 
membership drive 2022

Final game of 2021 schedule this Saturday in London against LACFC

EXETER - Travelling to Exeter last 
Friday night, much was on the line 
for both teams as the St. Marys Jug-
gernauts matched up against the St. 
Columban 'A' Celtics.

A win for St. Columban would put 
them back in first place in the WOSL's 
Second Division, while the Jugger-
nauts looked to extend the team's five 
match unbeaten streak (one win and 
four draws).

In true St. Columban fashion, the 
Celtics took control for the early part 
of the first half as St. Marys took some 
time to get comfortable with play-
ers in unfamiliar positions. However 
the Juggernauts' back line of Ryan 
Fennema, Rob Pelders, Keaton Ruth-
erford, Aaron Wybrow, and Michael 

Reijnen capably kept the St. Colum-
ban attackers at bay, limiting them to 
just a single shot on goal.

As the half went on, the Juggernauts 
took control of the middle of the 
pitch with central midfielders Harri-
son Ritchie, Remco Scheele and Sam 
Triemstra all contributing solid tack-
les and winning headers to regain 
possession of the ball. The visitors 
were eventually rewarded for their 
strong play when Keaton Rutherford 
was in the right place at the right time 
on a corner kick as he controlled the 
ball in tight and snapped a shot off 
the inside of the post to provide a 1-0 
lead at the half.

Provides some cushion

St. Marys came out of the break de-

termined not to let another lead slip 
away and a clever finish by Kyle 
Fennema provided some cushion 
for the visitors. On a free kick from 
the halfway line, Pelders found the 
younger of the Fennema brothers un-
marked in the 18-yard box. Kyle cor-
ralled the long pass with his back to 
the net and snapped a cheeky back-
heel shot past the Celtics' keeper for 
his team leading third goal of the sea-
son.

St. Columban refused to go down 
without a fight and scored on a late 
penalty kick, but that was as close as 
they would get as the Juggernauts ran 
out the clock and earned the 2-1 vic-
tory.

The win improved St. Marys' 2021 

record to two wins, six ties and two 
losses. In their 10 games to date, they 
have scored 14 goals and allowed 14.

Final game of 2021 season

Next up for the Juggernauts is their 
final game of the season this Saturday 
evening in London against LACFC. A 
victory for St. Marys would earn the 
team a very respectable third-place 
finish in the seven-team division. 
Kick-off at the Portuguese Club is 
8:30 p.m.

Unfortunately, the team was unable 
to reschedule their final home game 
against LS Croatia that was originally 
postponed due to wet field conditions 
so local fans will have to wait until 
next spring for WOSL action to return 
to DCVI field.

It's a great time to be both a fan of 
baseball and a member of the Cana-
dian Baseball Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum as a full season of baseball is 
taking place with the exciting play-
offs just around the corner.

Thank you for your membership and 
your support.

Once again in 2021, the Hall made 
the difficult decision to postpone 
its annual Induction Ceremony in 
June, and the Museum and ballfields 
weren't open due to the pandemic 
until July. 

However, once the museum and the 
ballfields got the green light, the vis-
itors have returned and it is once 

again great to hear the laughter and 
joy from kids enjoying the great 
game of baseball emanating from the 
ballfields. 

The CBHFM looks forward to wel-
coming many more back in 2022 to 
celebrate this great game. In the 
meantime, the Hall will keep busy 
digitizing its extensive collections 
and planning for new initiatives, 
both at the Museum and across the 
country.

Additionally, the Hall is excited about 
the strong candidate list for the 2021 
Tip O'Neill Award with many Canadi-
ans, including Jordan Romano, Vlad-
imir Guerrero Jr., Cal Quantrill, Joey 

Votto and Tyler O'Neill, plus others 
enjoying very successful seasons.

The 2022 induction weekend is 
planned for June 16-18 at the Hall of 
Fame, with the Welcome Night event 
June 16, the celebrity golf classic and 
banquet June 17, and the 2022 induc-
tion ceremony on Saturday, June 18.

The purpose of the Canadian Base-
ball Hall of Fame has never been 
more evident than it is now as they 
remember the contributions to the 
growth and development of baseball. 
The legacy will remain in our Muse-
um forever, thanks to our many sup-
porters like you.

We truly appreciate your support 

and trust that we can count on your 
continued support in 2022, which 
promises to be an exciting year as we 
continue to operate our new muse-
um and establish new programming 
events.

Membership forms can be obtained 
on the Hall of Fame website (base-
ball@baseballhalloffame.ca). All lev-
els of membership receive a partial 
income tax receipt among the many 
other benefits as outlined on the 
form.

Please contact the Hall if you wish 
further information, and thank you 
in advance for your 2022 member-
ship.

Juggernauts' Rob Pelders wins this midfield battle with a Woodstock Stallions 
player during a recent WOSL game at DCVI field. In the background is hard-work-
ing teammate Harrison Ritchie.  (Payton photo)

Veteran Remco Scheele, of the Juggernauts, prepares to move the ball up field 
during a recent Second Division match against Woodstock. St. Marys plays its 
final 2021 game this Saturday in London.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
U13 boys hockey team battles Jets in pre-season

By Pat Payton

MITCHELL - Huron-Perth Athletics re-
turned to extra curriculars with their first 
championship (golf) here last Monday, 
Sept. 27 at the Mitchell Golf and Country 
Club.

Congratulations to St. Michael Catholic 
Secondary School in Stratford on winning 
the boys championship and to St. Marys 
DCVI who claimed the girls champion-
ship. The Salukis team consisted of Anna 
Ropp, Charlotte Clinton, Ava Ansley and 
Avery Jones. Jones was Junior girls club 
champion at St. Marys G&CC earlier this 
summer.

Rylan Hall, 14, from St. Mikes, who fired a 
two-over-par 73, is the overall boys cham-
pion, and Exeter South Huron's Ena Rae 
Stuckless, who shot a 95, is the overall 
girls champ. Hall won the individual title 
by a single shot over Warriors' teammate 
Patrick Holloway. Other St. Mikes team 
members were Jarrett Van Bakel and 
Brady Ballantyne.

The DCVI boys team consisted of Griffin 
McGregor, Sebastian Linares, Chase Car-
ter and Thomas Kooy, the Junior boys club 
champion at St. Marys. The team placed 
fifth and Kooy finished among the top 10 
individual scores. 

"Unfortunately, there is no WOSSAA 
championship this year so that will be 
the only tournament," reported Salukis' 
coach Chris Marcou. "Donna Greer was 
also there on Monday as she has been 
helping to coach both teams again this 
year."

Due to Covid-19, it was the first H-P sports 
event in this area since March, 2020.

At right, Avery Jones makes a nice putt on 
No. 18 during the Junior Club champion-
ships at St. Marys G&CC this past summer. 
Jones helped the St. Marys DCVI girls team 
win the Huron-Perth title early last week at 
Mitchell G&CC.  (Payton file photo)

Graeme Froud (20), left, and teammate Dominic Marziali (24) lead a rush for the 
St. Marys U13 boys hockey team last week at the PRC. The Rock, sponsored by 
the Firefighters, were playing Ilderton Jets in an exhibition game.  (Payton photo)

Assistant coach Rick O'Donnell poses for a photo 
with goalie Parker Levy prior to their U13 boys exhi-
bition hockey game against Ilderton Jets last week at 
the PRC.  (Payton photo)

Straight up the middle goes forward Graeme Froud, of 
St. Marys, during a U13 boys pre-season hockey game 
against the Jets last week at the PRC. The teams also 
played the following night in Ilderton.  (Payton photo)

Mack Hern (8) and a St. Marys teammate battle in 
the corner against the Ilderton Jets during a U13 boys 
pre-season hockey game last week at the PRC. The U13 
boys are sponsored by the Firefighters.  (Payton photo)

Will Jacobs, of the St. Marys U13 boys hockey team, gets a good scoring chance 
against Ilderton Jets during an exhibition game last week at the PRC. (Payton 
photo)

DCVI girls team wins Huron-Perth golf championship
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One of the top priorities for the Strat-
ford Police Service is protecting the 
safety and wellbeing for everyone 
within the communities of Stratford, 
St Marys, and Perth South. Improving 
upon community safety and wellbe-
ing provides a strong foundation to 
the building of a strong and healthy 
community where people feel safe, 
comfortable, and welcome. This is a 
responsibility that each and every 
member of the Stratford Police Ser-
vice takes very seriously, but it is a re-
sponsibility that we as a police service 
cannot fulfill without the assistance 
of our community members, which is 
why the Safety Tip of the month for 
October is titled, “See Something Say 
Something!”

The message of See Something Say 
Something typically applies to the re-
porting of suspicious activity within 
our community, but this message has 
a capability to be expanded to all ar-
eas of community safety and wellbe-
ing. This message can be used for re-
porting suspicious activity to the po-

lice; reporting incidents of theft when 
it occurs, no matter how minor it may 
seem; talking to your children about 
how to appropriately stand up to bul-
lying within their school; looking for 
the signs that a family member, friend, 
or neighbour is being abused and ap-
proaching them in a compassionate 
and helpful manner to let them know 
they are not alone and where they can 
seek out help; talking to someone who 
appears to be struggling with their 
mental health and encouraging them 
to seek out help when needed.

This message empowers all of us to 
take part in our community’s safety 
by asking anyone who sees something 
that does not seem right to say some-
thing about it. The important aspect 
of that is, knowing who to call and 
where to seek out help when some-
thing is happening. To help with this 
decision the numbers for the Strat-
ford Police Service with examples of 
when to call are listed below:

Is it an Emergency? Call 911!

Is this a situation in which someone’s 
safety or property is at an immediate 
risk of harm?

- Assault in progress, or about to oc-
cur

- Damage being caused to property, or 
a Break and Enter in progress

- Medical Emergency

- Fire

Non-Emergency Situations

Call the non-emergency number at 
519-271-4141 (Extension #2 goes di-
rectly to a dispatcher)

- Reporting a Theft after the fact

- Reporting of Property Crime

- Reporting any other criminal act af-
ter the fact, when safety is not at im-
mediate risk

- Reporting other incidents requiring 
police intervention when safety is not 
at immediate risk

Need Advice or Trouble with an On-
going Problem

Call the non-emergency number at 
519-271-4141 (Choose appropriate 
extension)

- Nuisance Issues

- Trouble with neighbour or another 
individual

Require Administrative Help?

Call the non-emergency number at 
519-271-4141 (Choose Appropriate 
extension)

Visit our Website at www.stratford.ca/
livehere/stratfordpoliceservices

- Records check

- Freedom of Information request

- Taxi Licences

We encourage you to become famil-
iar with these numbers and contact 
the Stratford Police Service whenever 
it is required. We ask that when you 
“See Something, you Say Something” 
and help with the reporting of prob-
lems within our community as this 
helps creates awareness of what is 
happening in our area, and is the first 
step to reducing crime and improving 
community wellness. We also encour-
age you to become familiar with the 
extensive amount of other support 
agencies available in our community 
that can provide assistance to those 
in need. We can all play a role in the 
safety and wellbeing of our commu-
nity, so if you “See Something, Say 
Something!

$45
ONLY

Happy thanksgiving from all of our families at the wildstone bar and 
grill, to you and all your families. We are so very thankful for all your 

support, and hope all of you have a safe and happy thanksgiving.

Wildstone Thanksgiving Menu
Turkey Medallions with choice of mashed or roasted potatoes AND Veggies

Available Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Pre-orders preferred for Takeout or Delivery orders
HOURS: Wednesday-Saturday 11am-8pm Sunday 3pm-7pm

CLOSED Thanksgiving Day | 519-284-1777

Entrees

Choice of Homemade Apple Crumble or Pumpkin Pie
Dessert

Mains $25 each | Sides $7 each | Desserts $7 each
Add Ons

Homemade Dressing (staff family secret recipe)

Homemade Sweet Potato Casserole

Homemade Cranberry Sauce

Sides

Safety Tip of the Month - See Something Say Something!

Monthly Feature
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Local musician Emm Gryner releases book, 
"The Healing Power of Singing"
By Spencer Seymour

St. Marys resident Emm Gryner is 
adding 'author' to her list of cre-
dentials with the release of her 
first book, "The Healing Power of 
Singing: Raise Your Voice, Change 
Your Life".

Published by ECW Press, Gryner's 
book is on sale now, can be pur-
chased at Fanfare Books in Strat-
ford, which Gryner specifically 
mentioned to encourage people to 
support local business. It can also 
be purchased anywhere books are 
sold.

The book is an eclectic mix of 
vocal health tips and voice im-
provement techniques to person-
al stories from Gryner's journey 
navigating the music industry. 
From touring with David Bowie 
to enduring a painful divorce and 
becoming a single parent, Gryner 
has ventured through her entire 

life with one secret central com-
pass; music.

Gryner has been working on the 
book since late 2018 and the idea 
came to her after Parlophone Re-
cords released a CD, vinyl, and 
DVD package of David Bowie's 
"Glastonbury 2000" concert, on 
which Gryner performed. Gryner 
spoke to the Independent about 
the book's release and explained 
how the idea for the book formed 
in her head after the Bowie pack-
age was released.

"I was in a pretty bad place," Gry-
ner said, "[I was] dealing with a 
marriage breakup, single parent-
ing, and generally feeling pretty 
low. I was quite scared to watch the 
concert back as I feared it would 
show me things about myself that 
I needed to face. Namely, I had 
dreamed my whole life of being 
a singer and had achieved great 
things with my voice but I had not 

been grateful for any of it."

At the same time, Emee Fink of St. 
Marys came to Gryner for vocal 
lessons. This led Gryner to take 
on more students, which then led 
to the realization that only did 
she have plenty of knowledge 
and experiences to share, but that 
she also loved doing it. "I'd like to 
thank my students in St. Marys for 
inspiring me in the best days of 
my life," Gryner said.

When asked to describe why one 
should buy the book, Gryner de-
scribed it as "a little friend in your 
back pocket." Its versatile con-
tents make it suitable for anyone, 
whether you're a singer or vocal 
performer or not. 

You can support a local business 
by buying Gryner's book. Fanfare 
Books is located at 92 Ontario 
Street in Stratford or can be found 
online at fanfarebooks.ca. 

COMMUNITY —

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION —
Town of St. Marys marks first National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation
By Spencer Seymour

A solemn yet hopeful day of educa-
tion took place last Thursday, Sep-
tember 30th, as St. Marys was one of 
many communities across Canada to 
take part in marking the first National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation.

The purpose of the national holiday 
was to educate Canadians about the 
suffering and inequality endured by 
Canada's Indigenous population and 
to promote true fairness and equal-

ity between all Canadians. To mark 
the occasion, a sacred fire led by local 
Indigenous educator Patsy Anne Day 
was held at Milt Dunnell Field along 
with handprint art and a reading and 
discussion of "Little Bear in Foster 
Care", a book written about Indige-
nous author S.P. Joseph Lyons.

Andrea Macko from the Town said 
there was a steady flow of visitors 
all day, keen to learn more about In-
digenous issues. She also noted that 

around eight or nine school classes 
from Holy Name, D.C.V.I., and Lit-
tle Falls visited the sacred burning. 
Sacred fires are lit in Indigenous 
cultures to honour Creation, to give 
thanks, and for personal reflection.

A large sheet was decorated through-
out the day with orange handprints 
and will likely be displayed by the 
municipality at some point. At around 
4:00 p.m., S.P. Joseph Lyons arrived 
to speak to the visitors and read his 

children's book, "Little Bear in Foster 
Care". The main character of Lyons' 
book is a young bear who is taken 
from their family and ends up in fos-
ter care. This fate is painfully common 
for Indigenous kids, so the book tries 
to help Indigenous kids stuck in the 
foster care system that feel angry or 
upset know that they're not alone. It 
isn't just for Indigenous kids, though, 
as it also should be considered an 
educational resource for non-Indige-
nous kids.

A large group gathered in Milt Dunnell Field to hear Indigenous author S.P. Joseph Lyons who spoke for about one hour on a various of issues and did a reading from 
his published book, “Little Bear in Foster Care.” 

S.P. Joseph Lyons read from his children’s book “Little Bear in Foster Care” as a group looked on, including 
Patsy Anne Day, pictured at right.

S.P. Joseph Lyons speaking at Milt Dunnell Field on 
September 30th.  (Stewart Grant photos)
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NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION —

The Reconciliation

The Truth

By Spencer Seymour

"Were we ever conciled to begin 
with?"

Author S.P. Joseph Lyons asked this 
question to the attendees of the sa-
cred burning at The Flats on the Na-
tional Day for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion. And when you really consider it, 
it's tough to say we were.

In the early days following to arriv-
al of the European settlers, there 
was trade and baseline cooperation. 
Though, deep bonds of friendship 
and an agreement to share the land 
and walk hand-in-hand were never 

really forged. Slowly, the settlers took 
more and gave less, until all that was 
left to take was the Indigenous peo-
ples' culture. 

Now, though, we are at a point as 
non-Indigenous Canadians where 
we are learning what the Indige-
nous peoples have gone through. As 
difficult as it is to hear, we need the 
First Nations communities to con-
tinue sharing these experiences and 
teaching us the whole truth of Cana-
da's history. And in return, they need 
their non-Indigenous counterparts to 
listen, learn, and care.

It's okay if you have misconceptions. 
It's okay if, during your process of 
learning more about the history of 
the Indigenous peoples, you find out 
something you'd always thought was 
actually incorrect; that's called learn-
ing. It's okay to not want to believe 
that the country you love could have 
done such terrible things to its own 
people. None of this is about feeling 
like all of this is somehow your fault, 
just like Lyons told the people listen-
ing to him speak in St. Marys.

What this is all about is reaching the 
ultimate goal of a country where In-
digenous communities have clean 

drinking water and aren't worried 
about discrimination because of the 
clothes they wear or the hair on their 
head. A country where the wide va-
riety of Indigenous languages and 
customs can thrive and be enjoyed by 
everyone who wants to enjoy them. A 
country where there is real friendship 
between the Indigenous person and 
the non-Indigenous person. A coun-
try of compassionate friends, aware of 
their history, who fix the systems that 
are broken, and who finally heal the 
wounds of the past. A country, at long 
last, conciled, never to be in need of 
reconciliation.

By Spencer Seymour

When the term "Truth and Reconcil-
iation" is mentioned, we rarely break 
down what it means. It's become 
somewhat of a blanket term for issues 
connected to the historical mistreat-
ment of the Indigenous peoples in 
Canada. During the National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation ceremony 
in St. Marys, Indigenous author S.P. 
Joseph Lyons spoke to St. Marys resi-
dents and one of the key ideas he dis-
cussed was what the truth in "Truth 
and Reconciliation" means. As he 
explained, the truth isn't just about 
residential schools -- though that is 
obviously a major part of it -- it's also 
about understanding that the Indige-
nous people weren't cavepeople be-
fore the European settlers arrived.

"When I was in school, history lessons 
about North America started with a 

covered wagon," Lyons remembered, 
"Wide-open free land for anybody 
who wants it. Nobody's living here." 
Of course, that disregarded the exis-
tence of the Indigenous people, and 
Lyons explained how, when the In-
digenous people were mentioned in 
those history lessons, the education 
given didn't come close to painting a 
complete picture.

There is some belief that, before the 
arrival of the Europeans, that Indige-
nous people were very primitive and 
unenlightened. That they wouldn't 
have survived long-term were it not 
for the settling by the Europeans. 
However, Indigenous populations 
had not only survived but thrived on 
Turtle Island.

"We were not savages. We were not 
cannibals. And we did fall behind be-
cause of the technological advance-

ments brought over from Europe. We 
were strong. We lived with the land. 
We lived with each other." Lyons also 
explained how the communities were 
run by den mothers and for over 
25,000 years, the women-led societies 
lived successfully, with respect and 
care for the land they borrowed from 
future generations. 

Then, there are the truths after the 
arrival of settlers. Many of us know 
very little about the interactions be-
tween the Indigenous peoples and 
the settlers because little has been 
taught about those interactions. And 
as Lyons made clear, making people 
aware of these truths about our his-
tory isn't to make non-Indigenous 
people feel guilty, but knowing what 
happened is the only way to begin to 
move forward and create a truly equal 
society.

At first, Indigenous communities wel-
comed the settlers and, in the early 
days, things were fairly harmonious. 
However, the settlers began to ask for 
more. More control over the land and 
its resources. More control over the 
Indigenous peoples. And when the 
indigenous peoples began pushing 
back at the overreach of the settlers, 
the settlers began to take rather than 
ask. Through economic manipulation, 
control over Indigenous children, and 
even the weaponization of smallpox 
-- a disease against which the Indig-
enous communities had no immuni-
zation -- the settlers seized more and 
more power. What once seemed like it 
had the potential for a collaboration 
of cultures and backgrounds became 
an unbalanced societal construct that 
favoured the European face and sup-
pressed the Indigenous culture.

Many school children visited Milt Dunnell Field on the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation and completed crafts relevant to the occasion.

Throughout the day, orange handprints were added to the large canvas pictured 
here.  (Stewart Grant photos)
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COMMUNITY —
St Marys part of joint police investigation 
The Waterloo Regional Police Service, 
in partnership with the Stratford Po-
lice Service and Woodstock Police Ser-
vice, have completed a six-month joint 
investigation that has resulted in the 
significant seizure of drugs and weap-
ons.

On September 15, 2021, the police 
services completed several high-risk 
warrants at multiple residences, tar-
geting illegal drugs, firearms and of-
fence-related property. 

The warrants – completed in Cam-
bridge, Kitchener, Stratford and the 
Town of St. Marys – led to the arrest 
of 14 individuals.

“This months-long investigation has 
eliminated a significant element of 
illegal crime in our communities and 
will have a positive impact on public 
safety,” said Bryan Larkin, Chief of Po-
lice. “On behalf of the Waterloo Region-
al Police Service, I would like to thank 

Chief Greg Skinner and the Stratford 
Police Service for their assistance with 
this investigation, as well as Chief 
Daryl Longworth and the Woodstock 
Police Service for their assistance on 
this project. This investigation reiter-
ates that the tentacles of crime expand 
beyond regional borders, and law en-
forcement agencies across the prov-
ince and country must work together 
to target those who harm our commu-
nities with illegal trafficking and gun 
violence.”

Warrants were completed in the fol-
lowing areas of Waterloo Region and 
Perth County:

Wilson Avenue in Kitchener, Saginaw 
Parkway in Cambridge,  Old Huron 
Road in Kitchener, Waterloo Streets in 
Stratford, Front and Ontario Streets in 
Stratford, Warwick Road in Stratford, 
Nile Street in Stratford and Water 
Street South in St. Marys

As a result of the investigation to date, 
14 individuals, ranging in age from 25 
to 51, have been charged with more 
than 90 criminal offences, including:

Conspiracy to traffic fentanyl, meth-
amphetamine and cocaine, Traffick-
ing fentanyl, methamphetamine and 
cocaine, Possession for the purpose of 
trafficking,

Trafficking firearms, Unauthorized 
possession of firearms, Possession of 
property obtained by crime

Police seized various quantities of sus-
pected illegal drugs, including more 
than: 

5,300 grams of methamphetamine

400 grams of cocaine and  2,400 grams 
of fentanyl

This equates to more than 95,000 street 
level doses of fentanyl.

Police also seized the following:  Sev-
en firearms including, three handguns, 

two assault rifles and a shotgun, Am-
munition

Three Conducted Energy Weapons, 
Equipment to process and mix fentan-
yl and Equipment to press and pack-
age drugs

The street value of all drugs seized is 
more than $760,000. In addition, po-
lice seized more than $565,000 in cur-
rency and approximately $100,000 in 
alleged proceeds of crime, such as lux-
ury watches and jewelry.

The Waterloo Regional Police Service 
remains committed to combating il-
legal drug crime in the community. If 
you know of or if you suspect any type 
of illegal activity, please call police at 
519-570-9777 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.

This project has been made possible 
by a grant from the Government of 
Ontario through the Criminal Intelli-
gence Service of Ontario.

Significant drugs and firearms seizure

*conditions apply.

JACKSON’S PHARMACY

We deliver same day free & offer curbside pickup!
jacksonsorders@sunshinedrugs.com•519.284.1491

Spend $50 on
Atoma Products
& get $10 OFF!

October 7th-9th

*

Thanksgiving Sale

Limit 1 per person. 
Valid October 7th-9th

$50 Atoma purchase required.
Must present this coupon. 

No cash value. 
Exclusions may apply.

$10 
off

After $50 purchase 
of Atoma products.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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By Mary Smith

Robinson Street in the west ward 
is lovely at this time of year. On the 
west side, just north of Queen Street, 
a group of 150-year-old brick houses 
look across the Thames River valley 
and seem peacefully remote from the 
busy traffic going up and down the 
Queen Street hill. All the houses along 
this street have interesting stories. 
Currently, the property research team 
at the St. Marys Museum is working 
on a history report for 18 Robinson 
Street. Built in the early 1870s, it was 
the home to the family in this week’s 
photograph – William and Susan Box 
and their handsome children. From 
the mid-19th century and well into 
the 20th century, the Boxes were a 
prominent presence in St. Marys.

William Box was born in Devon, En-
gland, in 1835. When he was still a 
little boy, his parents, Richard and 
Tamzin Box, brought their family to 
Canada. They stayed first in Eastern 
Ontario and then settled on a farm 
in London Township. There Wil-
liam met Susan (Susannah) Stand-
field Brine, daughter of James Brine 
and Elizabeth Standfield, who were 
farm neighbours. They were married 
in 1863 and soon after moved to St. 
Marys where William’s older brother, 
Richard, had a young family and was 
establishing himself in several differ-
ent ventures including milling. Their 
parents, Richard Senior and Tamzin, 
followed them to St. Marys along with 
the younger members of the family. 
By 1871, there were three genera-
tions of the family living in this town. 

When William and Susan first ar-
rived in St. Marys, they lived in the 
east ward but in 1869, they purchased 
property on Robinson Street. Assess-
ment records are sparse for these 
years but sometime in the early 1870s, 
they built the storey-and-a-half brick 
house that stands there today, num-
bered 18 Robinson Street. The census 
information in 1871 shows that the 
Boxes had four young children, the 
oldest seven and the youngest one 
year old. The family eventually in-
creased to eight children – four girls 
and four boys. William Box’s occupa-
tion was bailiff. He was appointed in 
the late 1860s to this patronage posi-
tion as an officer of the district court 
and held the office until he died in 
1915. It was the bailiff’s responsibil-
ity to ensure that court orders were 
discharged. 

William’s older brother, Richard Box, 
was very involved in local politics, 
serving as mayor of St. Marys in 1875 
and 1876. William found other ways 
to serve his community. For many 
years, he was secretary of the South 
Perth Agricultural Society and, as 
director, helped to make the annual 
fall fair a permanent event. He was a 
long-serving member of the Indepen-
dent Order of Odd Fellows, and acted 
as marshal for all their public events. 
He would have been an active mem-
ber in 1880 when the St. Marys Opera 
House was constructed, containing 
the IOOF lodge rooms. For over half a 
century, he presided as returning of-
ficer at every election held in the west 
ward. He and his family were all de-
vout Methodists. Their commitment 
to the St. Marys Methodist Church 
was the bedrock in their lives.

While William Box’s ancestors were 
respectable farmers and business-
men, his wife Susan’s parents were 
part of a group that influenced histo-
ry. Her father, James Brine, as a very 
young man, had been unjustly arrest-
ed, tried, convicted and sent by prison 
ship to Australia. He was one of the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs. His wife Elizabeth 
– Susan’s mother – was the daughter 
of Thomas Standfield, another mem-
ber of this group. The Martyrs’ sto-
ry is familiar to many people but it 
is worth remembering and retelling. 
Six farm labourers from Tolpuddle, a 
village in Dorset, England, were sen-
tenced in 1834 to seven years hard 
labour in penal colonies in Australia. 
The charges against them were com-
plex but basically, the men’s crime 

was demanding fair wages to support 
themselves and their families. Their 
courage in confronting establishment 
landowners became the focus of the 
growing trade union movement in 
England. After their transportation, 
there were demonstrations and pe-
titions demanding that they be par-
doned. Eventually they were. Be-
tween 1837 and 1839, they made their 
way back to England. In 1839, James 
Brine married the daughter of Thom-
as Standfield, who had also recently 
returned from this unjust, forced ab-
sence from his home and family.

But although the Tolpuddle Mar-
tyrs were welcomed home as heroes, 
there was little opportunity for farm 
labourers in England. The Brines and 
Standfields decided to emigrate. In 
1844, James and Elizabeth Brine with 
their three little children arrived in 
Canada, settling first on a farm near 
Goderich. By 1850, they had moved 
to London Township, closer to friends 
and relatives, including the Standfield 
family. James Brine farmed on several 
different properties in London Town-
ship and then in Blanshard. In 1873, 
he finally bought a farm of his own 
– Lot 18, East Mitchell Road Conces-
sion, Blanshard Township. This farm 
remained in the Brine family for al-
most a century.

When James and Elizabeth settled 
on this farm, they were parents and 
grandparents in late middle age. 
Their children had grown up and 
had homes of their own, some nearby 
in Blanshard Township or, like their 
daughter, Susan Box, in St. Marys. To 

all appearances, this hard-working, 
pioneer family was otherwise unex-
ceptional. It is not clear whether even 
their own children knew of the dra-
ma of their earlier life in Dorset. But 
after they died (James in 1902 and 
Elizabeth in 1906) this changed. As 
the story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs’ 
settlement in Ontario became widely 
known, they were honoured here as 
they were in England and their de-
scendants became intensely proud of 
their legacy. James Brine’s well-tend-
ed grave, with a commemorative 
plaque, is well worth a visit in the St. 
Marys Cemetery. 

On Christmas Day, 1909, the family 
of William and Susan Box celebrated 
what was, according to the St. Marys 
newspapers, “one of the brightest and 
happiest family reunions possible to 
any domestic circle.” The photograph 
with this column was taken to com-
memorate the occasion. William, with 
his full, white beard, and Susan are 
seated in the front row, flanked by 
their daughters. On the left is Mary 
Louise (Mrs. Bristol Evans) and beside 
her is Grace, who was a teacher, vis-
iting from Winnipeg for this occasion. 
On the right, beside Susan, is Evan-
geline (Mrs. Armon Ready.) The four 
Box sons are in the back row – James, 
Alonzo, John and William Charles. A 
fourth daughter was missing from this 
reunion: Lousina had died, age 33, in 
1899. Christmas Day was also Susan 
Box’s birthday and “most affection-
ate congratulations were showered 
on the mother and grandmother.”  For 
William: “Everything seemed to con-
tribute to his pleasure and satisfac-
tion.” William Box died a few years 
after this reunion in 1915 in his 80th 
year. Susan died in 1926. Her obituary 
made note of her family’s connection 
to the Tolpuddle Martyrs. 

The surname Box is no longer a fa-
miliar one in St. Marys. However, Su-
san’s family, the Brines, are still very 
much a part of this community. For 
many years, a family reunion cele-
brated the growth and spread of the 
descendants of James and Elizabeth 
Brine throughout North America. 

Anyone interested in more informa-
tion about James Brine’s life in Ontar-
io should read an excellent book writ-
ten and published by Don Macintyre 
in 2010: “Tolpuddle Martyr, Pioneer 
Farmer.” Copies are available at the 
Public Library and, as reference, at 
the St. Marys Museum.a

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The William and Susan Box Family

HISTORY —
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www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

RV Anti-Freeze 
ON SALE NOW

FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19

RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

COMMUNITY —
Lakeside resident wins 
$100,000 with instant plinko

Speeder Charged with 
Impaired Driving

Matthew Boulton of Lakeside is cel-
ebrating after winning $100,000 with 
INSTANT PLINKO (Game #2218)!

Matthew, an industrial millwright, 
said he played his ticket while at 
home when he discovered his big 
win. “I matched the number 37 and 
saw $100,000. I didn’t believe it – I 
used the OLG App and saw ‘Congrat-
ulations’ and that’s when I realized it 
was real,” he shared while at the OLG 
Prize Centre in Toronto to pick up his 
winnings.

“This is a really wonderful windfall 
after the difficult year and a half 
we’ve all had,” shared the 38-year-
old. “Seeing my name on a cheque for 

$100,000 is exciting!”

Matthew celebrated his win by tak-
ing his parents out for a fancy dinner. 
“For me, this is a great opportunity to 
be responsible for my future,” he con-
cluded.

$5 INSTANT PLINKO combines pop-
ular scratch play with prizes revealed 
in-store by an animated chip drop on 
the lottery terminal screen and po-
tentially, the chance to drop a chip 
on a real PLINKO Board at the OLG 
Prize Centre in Toronto.

The winning ticket was purchased 
at Market Lottery on King Street in 
London.

On Sunday, September 26, 2021 short-
ly after 1:00 a.m. an officer from the 
Stratford Police Service conducted a 
traffic stop on Highway 7 in the area 
of James Street South, in the Munici-
pality of Perth South, after the vehicle 
was observed to be driving at a high 
rate of speed. 

The driver of the vehicle was identi-
fied as a 24-year-old male resident of 
Perth South. While interacting with 
the driver, the officer observed signs of 
impairment and demanded the driver 
to provide a sample of his breath at the 
roadside. The test resulted in a “Fail” 
resulting in the driver being arrested 
for having Operating a Motor Vehicle 

with Over 80mg of Alcohol. 

The driver was transported to Strat-
ford Police Headquarters where fur-
ther samples of his breath were pro-
vided. These tests confirmed that the 
driver had over the legal limit of alco-
hol in his system and he was subse-
quently charged with Operation While 
Impaired – Blood Alcohol Concentra-
tion. 

The driver was issued with a 90-day 
suspension of his driver’s licence and 
the vehicle involved has been seized 
for seven-days. The driver was later 
released from custody and is required 
to attend court on October 25, 2021.

www.armstrongpavinggroup.com
Office: 519.284.3737 | 12 Industrial Rd., St. Marys

PAVING
and

MATERIALS GROUP LTD.

Thanksgiving
from Armstrong Paving
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1. Scan or take a photo of your completed colouring sheet. 
2. Email to communications@town.stmarys.on.ca or drop off at 
    the fire hall by October 9, 2021.
3. Winner of “Fire Chief Experience” will be contacted directly. 

CAN YOU HEAR IT? GET READY TO GET LOUD!
Test your smoke alarms and CO detectors every month! 

Name: _____________
Email: ______________
Phone: _____________
Age: ____

There’s an emergency! 
Get everyone out of the home 
immediately. Call 9-1-1 from outside. 

A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds 
means the batteries, or the alarms
themselves, need to be replaced.  

BEEP BEEP!

CHIRP!

Learn the Sounds 
of Fire Safety™

WIN A FIRE CHIEF EXPERIENCE! 
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Stratford Police Service

We currently have openings for the following position:

PART TIME CLERK-COMMUNICATOR
Please refer to the City of Stratford website

at www.stratford.ca for details of the duties for this position,
minimum qualifications, and application submission process.

Application forms will be available on the
Stratford Police Service website under the “Careers” link.

Completed application packages for this
Clerk-Communicator position will be accepted

until October 25, 2021.

Please mail or deliver completed applications to
Stratford Police Service,

17 George Street West, Box 21041,
Stratford, ON N5A 7V4.

We thank all applicants for their interest;
however only those selected for

testing will be contacted.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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● 519-284-1302 ● info@harrisgreigauto.com ●● 519-284-1302 ● info@harrisgreigauto.com ●
Ryan Harris & Bryan GreigRyan Harris & Bryan Greig

402 Queen St. W402 Queen St. W
PO. Box 8PO. Box 8

St. Marys, ONSt. Marys, ON
N4X 1A9N4X 1A9

#2407299 ONT. #2407299 ONT. INCINC

Book ahead for 

Book ahead for 

your winter tire 

your winter tire 

change! Call for 

change! Call for 

an appt. 
an appt. 

Call to book an appointmentCall to book an appointment

www.harrisgreigauto.comwww.harrisgreigauto.com
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Solutions on page 27

SudokuSudoku

Fern Pridham

519 274 2885

Real Estate

Broker

Sponsored by:

We are now seeing 
pumpkin spice fla-
voured everything in 
anticipation of the cozy 
season popping up ev-
erywhere. I don’t think 
any flavour encompass-
es Fall as much as the 
warm, comforting tastes 
of pumpkin spice. In 
fact, one of my favourite 
pies is pumpkin and it is 
one my family expects 
me to make every year 
to share. As that is an in-
escapable reality, I was 
also considering other 
desserts where pump-
kin can be incorporated 
and was so pleased to 
have come across this 
pumpkin crème brulèe 
recipe (another favour-
ite dessert of mine!) as 
well as a pumpkin cook-
ie recipe I must have 
acquired from grade 
school by looking at 
how I signed my name. 

This would be fun for 
the kiddos to make.

Pumpkin Crème Brûlèe

4 Servings

Prep: 15 min Cook: 35-
40 min Chill: 2.5 hours

3 egg yolks

1/3 c granulated sugar, 
plus 2-3 tbsp for cara-
melized topping

1 ¼ c heavy whipping 
cream (35%)

½ tsp pumpkin pie spice

1/3 c pumpkin purée 
(not pumpkin pie fill-
ing)

Special Equipment:

4x125 ml (1/2 c) rame-
kins

Deep-sided baking dish 
that will fit ramekins in-
side

Kitchen blow torch (op-
tional)

Method:

-Preheat oven to 300° 
and set full kettle to 
boil. Place ramekins in-
side deep-sided baking 
dish.

-Whisk egg yolks and 
1/3 c sugar in a medium 
bowl or pot until mix-
ture starts to thicken 
slightly and becomes 
pale. Set aside.

-Mix the cream and 
spice together in a small 
pot and heat until the 
milk is just about boil-
ing (bubbles will start 
to form around the edg-
es of the liquid) on the 
stovetop.

-Whisk gently but con-
tinually, add about ¼ 
c of the hot cream to 
egg mixture. Once com-
bined, add the rest of 
the hot cream, whisking 
gently until fully incor-
porated. 

-Add pumpkin purée to 
the cream mixture and 
whisk gently to com-
bine. 

-Strain the combined 
mixture using a met-
al sleeve over a large 
measuring cup or jug to 
ensure it’s smooth and 
lump-free.

-Pour mixture into ra-
mekins.

-Carefully pour hot wa-
ter from the kettle into 
the bottom of the baking 
dish until its about half-
way up the sides of the 
ramekins. 

-Bake the custards for 
30-35 minutes (they 
might be a tiny bit jiggly 
in the centre) and re-
move from oven.

-Allow to come to room 
temperature, then re-
frigerate until chilled (2 
hours).

-Once completely 
chilled, remove from 
fridge and sprinkle with 
about ½ tbsp granulat-
ed sugar on top of each 
custard (it needs to be 
a thick layer, not just a 
sprinkle).

-Use a kitchen blow 
torch to caramelize the 
sugar to a hard caramel, 
alternatively, you can 
do this under a broiler 
but keep a close eye on 
them).

-Serve once caramel 
tops are cool, about 3 
minutes.

Pumpkin Cookies

Yield is 4-5 dz. 

1 c white sugar

1 c shortening

1 egg

1 c pumpkin purée 

2 c flour

1 tsp baking powder

1 tsp baking soda

1 tsp cinnamon

1/8 tbsp salt

1 c nuts (optional)

1 c raisins

2/3 tbsp vanilla extract

Method:

-Preheat oven to 350°. 

-Cream white sugar and 
shortening.

-Add egg and pumpkin. 

-Mix in next 5 ingredi-
ents.

-Add nuts (optional), 
raisins, and vanilla.

-Drop spoonfuls onto 
cookie sheet and bake 
12-15 minutes. 

Enjoy!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Festive Flavours of Fall

By Lauren Eedy

COLUMN —
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Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages

Family Law
Estate planning

and most areas of Law
visit our new website at 

www.sherwinlaw.ca
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Holy Trinity Church, which Lewis attended, and where he is buried. (photo courtesy Holy Trinity Church)

COLUMN —

I’ve been a writer for my en-
tire adult life – in fact, an old 
friend sent me a scan of a col-
umn published in The Till-
sonburg News in 1970 with 
my name and very young 
picture on it. Amazingly, it 
was about travel… a trip to 
British Columbia.

Having then put in more 
than half a century as a pub-
lished writer, it’s not surpris-
ing that some of my personal 
heroes are writers, too – and 
some of my favourite plac-
es in the world have direct 
connections with writers. I 
love to stand in the places 
where they created the prose 
that has impacted the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of 
people – including mine.

So Hemingway’s studio in 
Key West is a must-visit ev-
ery time I am in Key West. 
Sir Walter Scott’s library at 
his home, Abbotsford, in the 
Scottish borders, may be my 
favourite room in the world. 
Rudyard Kipling’s home, 
called Bateman’s, in East 

Sussex, England, is a won-
derful visit – house, writing 
studio, and gardens included.

But my number one literary 
hero is the great writer and 
theologian, C.S. Lewis, and 
my visit to “The Kilns”, his 
home in Headington Quar-
ry, on the eastern border of 
Oxford, England, can only be 
described as a spiritual expe-
rience.

The house is now owned by a 
trust that runs seminars and 
other studious endeavours in 
the house, but you can still 
arrange to visit the rooms 
where Narnia was created, 
where the amazing space 
trilogy came to be, and where 
influential books ranging 
from Mere Christianity to the 
Oxford Guide to English Lit-
erature in the Sixteenth Cen-
tury were written. 

There are not a lot of Lew-
isian artifacts remaining in 
the home, but I was thrilled 
to find a genuine, antique 
wardrobe. Fans of the Nar-
nia Chronicles are nodding, 
wisely – the first of the seven 
books is “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe,” and the 
adventures begin through a 
magic wardrobe.

Perhaps as interesting was 
the landscape around The 
Kilns – gentle forests, wet-
lands, and an overall geog-
raphy that would be very 
familiar to readers of Lewis’ 
books.

Not far from The Kilns is Holy 

Trinity Church, where in the 
churchyard, if you look hard 
enough, you will find a hor-
izontal stone grave marker 
that reads, “In loving memory 
of my brother Clive Staples 
Lewis, born in Belfast 29th 
November, 1998, died in this 
parish 22nd November 1963.”

I find those dates intriguing, 
initially for the very personal 
reason that Lewis and I share 
a birthday. But the death day 
is more interesting – that’s 
the same day that John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated. 
I doubt Lewis’ passing re-
ceived much attention from 
the media on that sad occa-
sion.

You can visit the church too – 
and if it’s locked, there will be 
posted instructions on where 
to go to get a key.  An etched 
glass window in the church 
commemorates Lewis’ work 
– it includes wonderful im-
ages from the Narnia chron-
icles. Halfway up the nave, 
in the left aisle, is a short 
pew abutting a thick pillar. A 
small plaque on the shelf on 
the pew ahead notes that this 
was Lewis’ pew on Sunday 
mornings. It doesn’t mention 
that he abhorred bad church 
music, and often left before 
the final hymn.

Two sites long loved by fans 
of Lewis – and his literary 
friends, including J.R.R. Tolk-
ien – are sadly closed – the 
pubs where they met, and 
read their works in progress 
to each other. The Eagle and 

Child pub (affectionately 
known as the Bird and Baby) 
was closed in the past year 
or so for a redevelopment 
project (a hotel, I believe), 
and their other favourite, the 
Lamb and Flag, was shut-
tered due to loss of business 
during the current pandemic.

But Lewis’ college – where 
he wrote, taught, thought 
and debated – is open for 
visits. Magdalen College 
(pronounced “Maudlin”) has 
stood on the banks of the 
Cherwell in Oxford since 
1458. Its chapel is beautiful, 
and if you are lucky, the or-
ganist will be practicing or 
performing.

It is on the grounds of Mag-
dalen where Lewis walked 
and thought and moved 

from atheism to Christianity 
– which he wrote about in a 
number of books and essays, 
especially “Surprised by Joy”.

It’s a shame the pubs are 
gone – I hugely enjoyed 
having a pint of bitter in a 
booth decorated with photos 
of Lewis, Tolkien and their 
friends, collectively known as 
“The Inklings.” But for fans of 
this important writer, stops 
at The Kilns, Trinity Church, 
and Magdalen College will be 
uniquely inspiring.

And the rest of Oxford isn't 
bad, either!

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: In the footsteps of C.S. Lewis

By Paul Knowles

A beautiful view of Oxford University (Photo credit ©VisitBrit-
ain/Guy Richardson)

Royal Canadian Legion
Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St. Marys

Hot Dog lunch every Friday at noon

Meat Draw
Every Saturday at 5 PM

5 tickets for $5.00, good for all 20 meat prizes

50/50 draw

66 Church Street North, St. Marys

free wi-fi
free interac
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Because he had 

the drum sticks.

Why did they let 

the turkey join the 

Thanksgiving band?

Brysen Brenneman (8)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

To nominate a Pet of the Week call
The St. Marys Independent at 519-284-0041.

Our Pet of the Week is Stella, a one year 
old Great Pyrenees.  Stella is a great 
family dog and is full of personality 

and energy.  Her owner is Jackie Waugh.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK”

OWNER YOU HAVE WON
A GIFT CARD FROM MCPHAIL’S

See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am -5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

- Word Search -

Back to School
GO Train

Federal Election
Minority 

government
Trudeau 
reelected

Nater reelected
Proof of 

Vaccination
Blue Jays

Tribe Slo Pitch
Michael Kovrig
Michael Spavor

Flooding
Squid Game

Truth
Reconciliation

Trudeau in Tofino

SEPTEMBER 2021 HIGHLIGHTS
Word List

Riddles
What did the turkey 

say before it was 
roasted? 

Boy! I'm stuffed

What do you wear 
to Thanksgiving 

dinner? 

 A Har-VEST.

What do you call a 
running turkey? 

Fast food.

What is a pumpkin's 
favorite sport? 

Squash

What's the best 
dance to do on 
Thanksgiving? 

The turkey trot

What did the turkey 
say to the computer? 

Google, google, 
google

What kind of face 

does a pilgrim make 
when he's in pain? 

Pil-grimace.

What smells the best 
at a Thanksgiving 

dinner? 

Your nose.

Which side of the 
turkey has the most 

feathers? 

The outside

What happened 
when the turkey got 

into a fight? 

He got the stuffing 
knocked out of him

What’s the most 
musical part of a 

turkey? 

The drumstick.

What's the best way 
to stuff a turkey? 

Serve him lots of 
pizza and ice cream
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LOOKING 

BACK
Kirkton Fair hosts 3,000 
patrons

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1996)

Perth County Board of Education honoured retiring staff 
members at a reception at the education centre in Stratford 
on Thursday. Recognized from St. Marys D.C.V.I. were Dave 
Williams, Clare French, James Crich, Robert Osborne, and 
Shirley Richardson. From Central School, Jack Youngson.

The Paul Brothers and Shirley have been keeping audienc-
es entertained for 50 years. Their 50th anniversary in show 
business is being celebrated by the CBC show “On the Road 
Again” on October 9.

Lincolns organizers did a fine job of setting up a display of 
40-year memorabilia at Saturday’s reunion at the arena. Ter-
ry Crisp’s parents, Nesbit and Toots, came down from Parry 
Sound for the event.

50 years ago (1971)

Mrs. Jean Spearin, James Street North, received several tro-
phies and specials with her Red Factor canaries at the recent 
London Cage Bird Show.

Cpl. Gordon Smyth of St. Marys Police Department came 
second in a recent revolver shooting competition staged in 
Milverton by the Perth County Police Association.

Bradley Favacho, son of Mr. and Mrs. Don Favacho, had the 
misfortune to be struck by a flying puck while among the 
spectators at the hockey game here Sunday afternoon. Brad-
ley lost a number of teeth and required stiches.

For the first time in St. Marys political history, campaign 
lawn signs are appearing. To date, the NDP’s Larry McIntosh 
appears to be leading the “lawn” campaign. The technique 
was used successfully by the NDP in the Middlesex South 
provincial by-election several years ago.

75 years ago (1946)

The clock stopped, the bell wouldn’t ring, and the orderly 
functioning of the “house of lernin” was almost thrown into 
confusion on Tuesday afternoon at Central School. And it 
was all on account of a venerable old maple tree which gave 
up its fight with the wind and toppled over. It brought down 
the power lines and put a tilt on the lamp post as well.

A crowd of more than three thousand persons jammed the 
grounds of the Kirkton Agricultural Society on Friday after-
noon, the second day of the annual fall fair, which has been 
held in the community each year since 1869.

The present estimate of the 1946 honey crop is in the neigh-
bourhood of 25,000,000 pounds, down from 33,000,000 
pounds in 1945. The short crop is due largely to the crop 
failure in Ontario which beekeepers are at a loss to under-
stand in view of favourable weather and forage conditions 
that prevailed through the season. The clovers simply did 
not yield, and many of the larger commercial beekeepers of 
Ontario have had to feed their bees throughout the summer.

100 years ago (1921)

The St. Marys Alert Lacrosse team returned home from Os-
hawa on Saturday night with the Intermediate Champion-
ship of the Ontario Amateur Lacrosse Association, the great-
est honour ever achieved by a sporting organization in the 
Stone Town. 

It is recalled that at one time Arthur Meighen was taken out 
of school for a few months and given a job on one of his fa-
ther’s milk wagons. Many St. Marys people today can recall 
the time when they had their milk jugs filled by a future 
Prime Minister of Canada.

Many small towns and villages hide their identity complete-
ly from passing motorists. Others let their name be known 
by signs at the outskirts of town, warning automobiles that 
they are now entering a town and daring them not to exceed 
the speed limit. It would be just as effective and a whole lot 
nicer to hang out a welcome sign.

St. Marys Community!  HOW ARE WE DOING? 

Please help us make the Market the best we can be by filling out a quick, anonymous 2 minute survey. 

 Visit: www.stmarysfarmersmarket.ca 

 Facebook: stmarysfarmersmarket

 Instagram: stmarysfarmersmarket 
 

 
   Community Survey         Vendor Survey 

 

           

 
Or       
For a paper copy, stop by the Farmers’ Market welcome tent on Saturday mornings 
or at The Independent newspaper office on Water Street weekdays. 
  
Survey closes   Sunday October 24, 2021 
  
THANK YOU! 
Your input is truly appreciated 
 
And don’t forget, the market is at the Flats every Saturday in October! 
 

For Hall Rentals call Hall 
Manager Terry Heinbuch

519-273-0447

Sun. Sept. 26 - Mike & Nicoline Rieck, Stratford  $50.00

Mon. Sept. 27 - Ruth Fletcher, St. Marys   $50.00

Tues. Sept. 28 - Cathy Van Straaten, Gadshill  $50.00

Wed. Sept. 29 - Dennis Feltz, Stratford   $50.00

Thur. Sept. 30 - Dominic Akins, Stratford   $50.00

Fri. Oct. 01 - Scott Schmidt, Kitchener   $50.00

Sat. Oct. 02 - Norman Deakins, Wiarton   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

COLUMN —
Straight from the Shelves
By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Take and Make is back with macramé wristlet key-
chains! To sign up for the free kit, look for the link 
on our Facebook page or visit https://bit.ly/3mgq-
zRy. The sign-up deadline is October 11th and the 
window for picking up your kit is from Thursday, 
October 14th at 10:30am to Saturday, October 16th 
at 4:00pm. The Zoom instructional meeting will be 
Tuesday, October 19th at 7:00pm.

Feeling crafty? Check out Creativebug, an exten-
sive crafting database available to Library patrons 
for free! All you need is your Library card barcode 
to unlock unlimited access to tons of high-quality 
tutorials and resources. Find a link to Creativebug 
on our website or download the app directly to your 
device.

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

Most of us only think about colour when we’re buy-
ing a car or when examining paint swatches for a 
home reno. Although we don’t give it much thought, 

colour has a profound influence on our daily lives. 
Take, for example, the anecdote behind the title 
“Drunk Tank Pink”: research has shown that drunk 
tanks with walls painted a particular shade of pink 
lead to less violent occupants. Think also of how 
fast-food chains use specific colours to entice pa-
trons to eat. Learn even more about the power of 
colour in “Drunk Tank Pink: And Other Unexpected 
Forces That Shape How We Think, Feel, and Be-
have” by Adam Alter, found in our non-fiction sec-
tion.

Up This Week

Friday, Oct. 8th: Outdoor Storytime (10:30am)

Saturday, Oct. 9th: Read. Track. Win! Weekly Prize 
Draw (10:00am)

Monday, Oct. 11th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Oct. 12th: Kids Trivia (4:00pm)

Wednesday, Oct. 13th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Thursday, Oct. 14th: Cooking Club Digital (11:00am)
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

COUNSELLING

DISPOSAL
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Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick 
& stone on custom homes as 
well as specializing in laying thin 
stone for fireplace installation 
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load

519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

HEAT/COOL
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INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

519-284-0833

• Install Gas and Oil furnaces, 
 
• Service of gas & oil furnaces, 

• Install/Maintain Ductless 

 Electrical, and Navien Tankless

HEATING & COOLING
Residential | Commercial

Install gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units
Service both gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

�������������������������������
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www.cathieszmon.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

�������������
Sales Representative

Email: mccc502@rogers.com

Office: 519-284-4322
Cell: 519-301-0798
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REPAIR

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

Owen Lewis

owen-lewishavard@coldwellbanker.ca

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

TREE SERVICE

WINDOW

BEAVER
Bucket truck • Trimming

•  Stump Grinding •

MORTGAGE

REPAIR & SERVICE
������������������������������
�����
���������������������

SENIORS

RETAIL

����������������� ����������
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

STORAGE
THORNDALE 

STORAGE CITY

519-461-1050 • thorndalestoragecity@hotmail.com
www.thorndalestoragecity.com

SUDOKU

CLASSIFIED ADS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1)Wayne (Mike Myers) 
and Garth (Dana Car-
vey).

2)Frank Sinatra.

3)Q.

4)Donkey Kong.

5)Helen of Troy.

6)Ginger Rogers.

7)Cool Hand Luke.

8)Chernobyl.

9)Pluto.

10) Little Women.

Seeking newspaper boxes 
and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distri-
bution boxes or display stands. Please 
contact stew@granthaven.com or text 
or call 519-868-1290. Send picture of 
item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc
Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid. Free appraisals. 
Call Stan anytime 519-868-3814 
stanclark99@hotmail.com 

For Sale
22 Laying Hens, 4 Roosters $250
Call 519-274-3366

OBITUARY

Pickering
Lloyd “Pat” Kenneth Pick-
ering passed away at his 
home in Lakeside, sur-
rounded by his family, on 
September 20, 2021 at the 
age of 69. 
Loving husband of Joanne 
(nee Van Bergen), married 
48 years. Father of Mar-
cia and Greg Nakashima, 

Jackie and Don Corby and Dan and Lindsay Pick-
ering. Grandfather of Alicia, Kurtis, Josie, Lila, 
Mason and Jenna. Brother and Brother-in-law of 
Betty, Jim, Joe and Chris, George, Leonard and 
June, Brian and Barb, and David and Jean. Also 
will be missed by many nieces, nephews, extend-
ed family members and many friends. 
Predeceased by his brother Jack, sisters-in-law 
Marilyn and Jean, sister Jean and her husband 
Jack Noon, sister Joan, and brother Ronald.  Cre-
mation took place and a private family interment 
in Lakeside Cemetery on the Hill was held. Me-
morial donations may be made to the Sunshine 
Foundation. 
Arrangements with the Andrew L. Hodges Funer-
al Home, St. Marys (519-284-2820). Online con-
dolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

Roger
WILLIAM ROBERT ROG-
ER, after a long struggle 
with cancer, our best friend 
is pain free. Bill always 
lived life and did things 
on his own terms and that 
is exactly how he left this 
world. 
Our rock will always live 
on in our hearts and mem-

ories. Strong minded, but very fair and direct in 
all his thoughts and so true to family and friends. 
Community minded as Fire Chief, Road’s Board 
and Farmer in Trout Creek. He loved living at 
his picturesque heritage home in Fullarton Twp., 
which was homesteaded by the Roger Family in 
1861. 
Bill also homesteaded his property in Trout Creek 
Ontario where he built a log home, maple syrup 
shanty and shed for 2800 taps. He loved travel, 
animals (especially dogs, cats and mink), fishing, 
hunting, camping, cutting wood, having a great 
time with family and friends and cheering on his 
Toronto Blue Jays and Maple Leafs. Bill served 
as Deputy Conservation Officer with the Ministry 
of Natural Resources for many years. He left us 
on September 30, 2021 at the age of 72. 
Survived by his wife Marie (Fassbind), married 
43 years. Brother of John and Janet, Jim and 
Darlene and Ian. Brother-in-law of Paul (de-
ceased) and Sharon Fassbind, Marg and Marcel 
Deschamps, Rose and Ed Kraal. Bill will also be 
remembered by several nieces, nephews, friends 
and neighbours. Predeceased by his parents Wil-
liam E. Roger and Sarah Gilchrist. 
Cremation has taken place. A celebration of life 
will be held on Sunday, Oct 3, 2021 from 2 to 4 
p.m. at 2822 Perth Rd. 163, Fullarton, Ontario. 
Please join us and bring a lawn chair. Memorial 
donations may be made to the St. Marys Health-
care Foundation or the West Perth Village Se-
niors’ Community. Arrangements with the Andrew 
L. Hodges Funeral Home (519-284-2820). Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Happy birthday!

Robert Good is Turning 90 Years 
Old on October 10th 

Wishing Him a Very Happy Birthday 
Love from your family

ANNOUNCEMENT
Happy birthday!

Happy 30th Birthday
Brandon De Groote 

Love your family

THANK YOU
THANK YOU ST. MARYS
Once again, our wonderful neighbours have helped 
us make a difference in our community. 
Shelterlink is helping youth in our area to get back 
on their feet and get on with their lives. On Saturday, 
October 2nd, our community once again rose to the 
challenge. 
Special thanks to Sunset food truck, who served 
some of our donors tasty foods, and to all who gave 
so generously, enabling Shelterlink to carry on their 
worthwhile work. 
We at St. James are proud to be a part of this caring 
community.
St. James Anglican Church, St. Marys

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 
HERE FOR JUST 
$10 PER WEEK

Saturday October 9
YARD SALE

437 Rogers Ave
8 AM to ?
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October 4 - December 13, 2021 October 4 - December 13, 2021 October 4 - December 13, 2021 October 4 - December 12, 2021

Auto Service Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-7pm, Sat 8am-Noon | Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/CT
St. Marys Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 9am-5pm | PH: (519) 284-1690 

84 Wellington Street South, St. Marys, ON N4X 1C3

Get Ready For Winter With Canada Garage
����������������������������������������������������������

���	����������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 


