
Effective Wednesday, September 22, 2021, patrons 
18 years of age and older wishing to access the 
Pyramid Recreation Centre, Aquatics Centre and 
Friendship Centre for programs and recreational 
services will need to show proof of being fully vac-
cinated (two doses plus 14 days) along with photo 
ID upon entry. Effective October 31, all patrons 12 
years of age or older will be required to show proof 
of vaccination prior to entry, subject to Provincial 
exemptions.

Individuals who cannot receive the vaccine due to 
medical exemptions will be permitted entry with a 
doctor’s note and a negative COVID-19 test that is 
no older than 48-hours old until recognized medi-
cal exemptions can be integrated as part of a digi-
tal vaccine certificate.

Anyone wishing to access the PRC for ice or pool 
programs must use Entrance B. Those needing to 
access the Friendship Centre must continue to use 
Entrance C.

Individuals needing to obtain a copy of their vac-
cine receipt can do so by downloading or printing 
their vaccine receipt from the provincial booking 
portal at  covid19.ontariohealth.ca, or by calling 
the Provincial Vaccine Booking Line at 1-833-943-
3900.

Any individuals who have previously registered 
for Town programs that may not be able to partic-
ipate may obtain refunds or credits by contacting 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre’s Guest Services at 
519-284-2160 or  prccsr@town.stmarys.on.ca. Re-
funds and/or credits only apply to Town programs.

Updates will be posted to the Town website (town-
ofstmarys.com/covid19), Facebook page (facebook.
com/stmarysontario) and Twitter account (twitter.
com/townofstmarys), and will be shared in our 

The Town of St. Marys is pleased to 
announce that applications are being 
accepted for 12 new grant programs 
as part of the Community Improve-
ment Plan.

The goal of the Community Improve-
ment plan is to proactively support 
and invest in the beautification, re-
vitalization, and economic develop-
ment of St. Marys, to achieve a more 
attractive, prosperous, and complete 
community.

“A CIP establishes a framework for 

the municipality to invest in private 
properties,” explains Grant Brouwer, 
Director of Building and Develop-
ment for the Town of St. Marys. “Un-
der the Municipal Act, municipalities 
are prohibited from financially as-
sisting local businesses. Having a CIP 
in place allows us to financially assist 
privately owned land and buildings 
with physical improvements.”

The Town is currently accepting 
Pre-Consultation Forms for the 12 
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
1.32
1.85
2.25

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 0.85 - 3 YR 1.55 - 5 YR 2.00

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

ANNUAL HOPE 
FOR HAITI GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
Saturday Sept. 25th
1-4pm tee times 
$65/person. Includes 9 
holes, golf and dinner
Call to book at 
519-225-2329

Applications now being accepted for 12 grant programs

2017 FORD MUSTANG GT PREMIUM $265 B.W.

2017 Ford Mustang GT Premium
5litre v8, heated/vented leather seats, 6 sp. auto, keyless enter & go, power 

seat, windows, locks, alum. wheels, bluetooth, backup camera and 
sensors, dual exhaust, rear spiler, am/fm sat. radio, fog lights,& more 

includes certication, fresh l.of., & bal. of Ford powertrain warranty, 
just 48230kms
(Payment over 84 months at 6.74% o.a.c)  

HST & lic. extra
$39,795$265 B.W. AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

Proof of Vaccination 
to be required for 
municipal recreation 
facilities

Community Improvement Plan launched to 
assist private landowners and businesses

Since 2013, the Rotary Club of St. Marys has been donating books to the St. Marys 
Public Library in honour of their guest speakers. To date, almost 400 books have been 
donated to the library. On September 10, 2021, members of the Literacy Committee pre-
sented Sarah Andrews with a cheque to cover the cost of the books purchased for this 
program. Pictured in the Rotary Reading Garden at the library are Literacy Committee 
Chair, Linda Schuyler (seated L), Library CEO, Sarah Andrews(seated R) and standing 
are Rotarians Ron Aitken (L) and Pierre Chateauvert (R).  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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weekly column in the  St. Marys In-
dependent newspaper. Any questions 

regarding the vaccine passport poli-
cy implemented specifically for Town 
of St. Marys recreation facilities and 
services, can be directed to Guest 

Services at 519-284-2160 or prccsr@
town.stmarys.on.ca

For more information including 
the  Province of Ontario’s News Re-

lease  and  frequently asked ques-
tions  regarding the Vaccine Pass-
port, please visit townofstmarys.com/
Covid19.

22
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Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $6.21
New Crop – $6.23

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $15.55
New Crop – $15.56

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $7.78
New Crop – $8.14

Sponsored by
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Proof of Vaccination to be required

grant programs including:

1. Façade and Signage Improvement 
Grant

2. Building and Site Improvement 
Grant

3. Commercial Conversion and Ex-
pansion Grant

4. Downtown Rental Housing Grant

5. Accessory Dwelling Unit Grant

6. POPS and Public Art Grant

7. Sidewalk Café and Outdoor Patio 
Grant

8. Design and Study Grant

9. Planning Application and Building 
Permit Fee Rebate Grant

10. Redevelopment and Adaptive Re-
use Grant

11. Province of Ontario Brownfield 
Financial Tax Incentive Grant

12. Service Connection Fee Grant

To apply for any of the above grants, 
applicants must submit a Pre-Con-
sultation Form to Town Staff for a 
pre-consultation meeting to confirm 

requirements for a complete applica-
tion.

For more information about the Com-
munity Improvement Plan, please 
visit townofstmarys.com/CIP or con-
tact Morgan Dykstra, Public Works 
& Planning Coordinator at 519-284-
2340 ext. 213 or mdykstra@town.st-
marys.on.ca.

The Town of St. Marys is pleased to 
announce that the five kayaks in the 
popular ‘Yak Shack loan program 
through the St. Marys Public Library 
will be available on Sunday, Sept. 19 
for those wishing to participate in 
the Terry Fox “Your day, your way” 
fundraiser.

St. Marys has supported Terry Fox 
since the inspiring young man ran 
through St. Marys in July 1980 as 

part of his Marathon of Hope to end 
cancer by raising funds for research.

Volunteers have long organized a 
Terry Fox Run in St. Marys, and in 
2020 a paddling portion was added, 
which brought kayakers, canoeists 
and stand-up paddleboarders onto 
the Thames River to help raise funds 
for the Terry Fox Foundation.

There will be one kayak loan peri-

od, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. to 
coincide with the river event, which 
begins at 11:30 a.m. Kayaks must be 
reserved in advance by contacting 
the St. Marys Public Library by call-
ing 519-284-3346 or by visiting the 
library in person. Gear will be avail-
able and waivers may be signed at 
the ‘Yak Shack at Milt Dunnell Field 
when kayaks are picked up.

Donations to the St. Marys Terry Fox 

effort are suggested in exchange for 
the loan and can be made online or 
by cash or cheque on Sunday, Sept. 
19 when picking up gear and kayak.

St. Marys Town Council has declared 
September 13 to 19 as Terry Fox 
Week in St. Marys. For more infor-
mation on Fox’s Marathon of Hope, 
visit www.terryfox.org.

Community Improvement Plan launched to assist 
private landowners and businesses

Terry Fox event inspires special 'Yak Shack loan
An aquatic way to “Try like Terry” on Sunday, Sept. 19
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Huron Perth, ON – Huron Perth Pub-
lic Health (HPPH) has seen a signif-
icant rise in COVID-19 activity and 
outcomes since its last data update 
on September 3, similar to the in-
crease happening across Ontario 
that is driven by the Delta variant.  

HPPH recorded 20 new cases over 
the weekend, for a total of 38 ac-
tive cases in the region.  Seven peo-
ple are currently in hospital due to 
COVID-19.  In addition, HPPH is 
saddened to report three deaths, 
all associated with the outbreak at 
Knollcrest Lodge long-term care 
home.  We extend our condolences 
to the residents’ loved ones and to 
the staff at Knollcrest Lodge during 
this difficult time. The area’s public 
health unit also confirmed a new, un-
related COVID-19 death in the com-
munity Friday, bringing the pandem-
ic’s toll in the region to 62.

“This is a stark reminder that 
COVID-19 is still circulating and we 

all need to be vigilant in order to 
decrease community transmission,” 
says Dr. Miriam Klassen, Medical 
Officer of Health for Huron Perth.  
HPPH advises everyone to contin-
ue following public health measures, 
regardless of vaccination status, in-
cluding:

Screening before going to work or 
school

Staying home when ill, even with 
mild symptoms

Wearing masks in indoor public set-
tings

Maintaining distance of two metres 
from people not in your household

Washing hands frequently

Ontario is in the fourth wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  This wave is 
being driven by the highly transmis-
sible Delta variant, and the majori-
ty of new cases are in unvaccinated 
or partially vaccinated individuals.  
According to the Ontario COVID-19 

Science Advisory Table, the Delta 
variant is causing an estimated 98.8% 
of the province’s current COVID-19 
cases.

The Delta variant is more than twice 
as transmissible as the original form 
of the virus, and the risk of hospital-
ization and ICU admission is two to 
three times higher.  

Vaccination continues to be effective, 
and is highly effective at protecting 
against severe outcomes. The Ontar-
io COVID-19 Science Advisory Table, 
on their Ontario Dashboard, reports 
unvaccinated individuals have a sev-
en-fold higher risk of contracting 
COVID-19, 24-fold higher risk of 
hospitalization, and 43-fold higher 
risk of ICU admission compared to 
fully vaccinated people.

“Vaccination offers the best protec-
tion against severe illness, hospital-
ization and death due to COVID-19,” 
says Dr. Klassen.  “Getting fully vac-
cinated not only protects ourselves, 

but those around us, especially those 
who are more vulnerable.  I urge 
anyone who is not yet fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19 to do so as 
soon as possible.” 

HPPH continues to offer several vac-
cination options across Huron and 
Perth.  Clinics are open to anyone 
turning 12 in 2021, and older.  Walk-
ins are accepted at all clinics. Please 
visit www.hpph.ca/walkin for details 
on upcoming clinics. Appointments 
can be booked for some clinics either 
online at www.hpph.ca/vaccinebook-
ing, or by calling 1-833-753-2098.  

In addition to HPPH clinics, vacci-
nations are also available at local 
pharmacies and some primary care 
providers. Go to https://covid-19.on-
tario.ca/vaccine-locations for a list of 
pharmacy locations.

Please visit the HPPH website, Face-
book or Twitter for the latest updates 
on clinics and walk-in opportunities

COMMUNITY —
HPPH sees rise in COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, deaths 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Quote of the Week

“I share this honour with every Canadian. And I hope all you Canadian 
kids out there who have dreams of playing in the big leagues that seeing 
me here today gives you another reason to go after those dreams.”

- BC’s Larry Walker, who was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, 
in Cooperstown last week.

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Even the worst days 
have an ending, and 
the best days have a 

beginning.

The beautiful thing 
about life is, that we 
will never reach an 
age where there is 

nothing left to learn, 
see or be...

When you talk, you 
are repeating what 
you know, but when 
you listen, you learn 

something new. 

 The best sleeping pill 
is a clear conscience.

Sponsored by:

395 Queen Street West
AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAR

36 Water St. St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
Info@stmarysindependent.com

Phone: 519.284.0041

Publisher
Stewart Grant • stew@granthaven.com

Editor in Chief
Frank Doyle • info@stmarysindependent.com

Graphic Design / Layout
Tyler Carruthers • info@stmarysindependent.com

Sales Representative
Stewart Grant • ads@stmarysindependent.com

Billing Administrator
June Grant • junegrant48@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant
Wendy Lamond • wendylamond74@gmail.com

Contributors
Pat Payton, Rob Edney, Nancy Bickell, Mary Smith, Marvin Arthur, 

Nancy Abra, Lauren Eedy, Spencer Seymour, Sarah Cairns

www.stmarysindy.com

facebook.com/stmarysindy twitter.com/stmarysindy

St. Marys Independent

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555 • OPEN 24 HOURS!
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title 

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

With so many companies 

looking for workers, why 

is the Government still 

paying people not to 

work.

Hey anti-vaxxers, 

does “doing your own 

research” include 

comparing the number 

of visits to the ICU for 

COVID?

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have two Bravos this week. 

1)A huge Thank you to the persons 
who pushed Laura (my daugh-
ter) from Water St and Jones St to 
my house and up the ramp onto 
the porch when her wheelchair 
stopped in the rain Sunday after-
noon. Thanks.  There really are 
some wonderful people in our 
town

2)Bravo to Jeff Griffiths who has 
won his third Men's River Valley 
Championship in a row (4 Overall) 
and also to David Tkaczuk for an-
other great year at River Valley!

We have three Boos this week. 

1)Boo goes to the condition of 
Trout Creek across from the LCBO. 
Is there nothing the Town can do 
to clean up some of the mess? 

2)Boo goes to those people of all 
ages who do not look to see if there 
is traffic coming. This is especially 
true at the downtown crosswalks. 

3)Boo goes to the two cyclists who 
crossed Queen Street E at Hearns 
Ice Cream on Wednesday at about 
7:30 pm without activating the 
crosswalk signal. You are lucky 
you were not injured.

By Frank Doyle

With all the talk about “rigged elec-
tions” in the US, we thought we would 
take a look at how secure our elec-
tions are, and with the help of Elec-
tions Canada, we came up with these 
facts about our election. 

From voter registration to the count-
ing of ballots—and everything in be-
tween—each step of the electoral 
process has a number of safeguards 
in place. Here are some of the safe-
guards that keep our elections safe 
and secure:

Ballots have several security features, 
such as a specific colour of paper and 
a unique serial number that allows 
election workers to ensure ballots are 
not switched

Voters must prove their identity and 
address when they go to vote

After someone has voted, the poll 
clerk crosses their name off the voters 
list so they can’t vote again

Once voting is done, election workers 
must go through a series of steps to 
count the ballots. All counting is done 
by hand, and observers may watch the 
votes be counted

Ballots are kept in storage so they can 
be recounted if the results are close 
or disputed

In addition to these physical safe-
guards at the polls, Elections Canada 
also works closely with national secu-
rity agencies to protect our elections 
from cyberthreats.

Is it safe to vote in person?

Elections Canada has put many health 
and safety measures in place to keep 
everyone safe at the polls.

They encourage voters to wear a mask 
and stay two metres apart. Masks will 
be available for those who need them.

Poll workers will be provided with 
masks and face shields and will be 
behind Plexiglass barriers.

There will be hand-sanitizing stations 
at polling places.

Single-use pencils will be provided. 
Voters can also bring their own pens 
or pencils!

Polling places will be sanitized 
throughout the day.

Voters are encouraged to explore oth-
er ways to vote, like vote by mail, if 
they are self-isolating or experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19.

How does Elections Canada prevent 
false and misleading information 
about federal elections?

It’s important that Canadians have the 
facts they need in order to exercise 
their right to vote. Elections Canada 
makes sure that voters know it is the 
official source for information about 
when, where and how to register and 
vote in a federal election.

To help with this, the agency publish-
es on its website an archive of all its 
communications products, like ads or 
flyers, so that people can easily check 
whether a piece of information they 
came across actually came from Elec-
tions Canada. 

The agency also has a special team 
that monitors social media before and 
during a federal election to detect 
false and misleading information that 
could affect voters’ ability to register 
or vote.

(Continued next week)

How does Elections Canada 
keep our elections secure?

Coldwell Banker Homefield Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON • 519-274-2234

Heidi James, Realtor
Sponsored 

by:
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Stonetown 
Crier

Covid-19 Updates
Current Public Health Measures
St. Marys is operating under Step Three of Ontario’s 
Roadmap to Reopen. Please continue to follow all health 
and safety guidelines when using town services and 
facilities. 
The Municipal Operations Centre and Town Hall are 
open for service. Hours for both locations are  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Prearranged appointments and 
drop-box services are still available; call 519-284-2340 
to book.
Effective September 22, 2021, patrons 18 years of age 
and older wishing to access the Pyramid Recreation 
Centre, Aquatics Centre and Friendship Centre for 
programs and recreational services will need to show 
proof of being fully vaccinated (two doses plus 14 days) 
along with photo ID upon entry.  
Effective October 31, all patrons 12 years of age or older 
will be required to show proof of vaccination prior to 
entry, subject to Provincial exemptions.
Details: townofstmarys.com/covid19

Community Wellness & Stonetown Supports
Community Wellness Programs 
Our Community Wellness Programs are available to 
people of all ages and abilities who need assistance with 
essential needs such as:

• Hot and frozen meal delivery 
• Delivery of groceries and other essentials
• Social connection calls and telephone reassurance
• Virtual and telephone programming 
Contact us 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Monday to Friday)
Details: townofstmarys.com/communitywellness or 519-284-3272 
 
Stonetown Supports 
If you are in need of supports and resources for food 
security, mental health and addiction, financial aid, 
housing, youth services and more, visit our website.  
Details: townofstmarys.com/stonetownsupports

General Municipal Updates
 Strategic Priorities Meeting and Collection Days
Upcoming Leaf and Yard Waste Collection Days 
Southeast and Southwest Areas: September 20 
North and West Areas: September 27 
Details: townofstmarys.com/YardWaste
Strategic Priorities Meeting 
The next Strategic Priorities meeting will be September 
21 at 9:00 a.m. It will be live streamed on our YouTube 
channel and the agenda will be on our website on 
September 17, 2021. 
Details: townofstmarys.com/Meetings

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

COLUMN COVID-19 20210913.indd   1COLUMN COVID-19 20210913.indd   1 2021-09-13   2:01:56 PM2021-09-13   2:01:56 PM
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Perth County Connect 
transit system working 
on app for riders

By Spencer Seymour

Booking a ride on one of the Perth 
County Connect buses will become 
more convenient in the not-too-dis-
tant future.

PC Connect recently revealed that 
they are working on a booking app 
for smartphones and mobile devices. 
When it is unveiled and available for 
download, riders will be able to book 
and pay for their seat, as well as get 
real-time notifications on the location 
of their bus.

According to the local transit system, 
the app will improve the overall ex-
perience for the customers and collect 
data that will help the team improve 

the PC Connect service long-term.

An exact date hasn't been announced 
but it's expected that the app will be 
rolled out to the public sometime next 
month. 

Ridership for the PC Connect ser-
vice has increased 38 percent since a 
marketing campaign launched in July, 
according to Maggie Martin from PC 
Connect. COVID-19 safety protocols 
are still in place for riders. To book 
a ride on one of PC Connect's buses, 
call 1-888-465-0783, and for more 
information on the service including 
schedules and bus routes, go to perth-
county.ca/pcconnect.
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COMMUNITY —
Perth Wellington candidates sound off in all 
candidates debate
By Veronica Reiner

The Stratford and District Cham-
ber of Commerce held an in-person, 
all-candidates debate at the Arden 
Park Hotel in Stratford on Tuesday 
evening, September 7.

There were about 100 audience mem-
bers in attendance in accordance with 
COVID-19 health and safety protocols. 
The debate was also livestreamed on 
YouTube, and broadcast on Rogers TV 
and Wightman Cable TV. 

In attendance were each of the candi-
dates in the Perth-Wellington riding: 
Conservative Party incumbent John 
Nater, Liberal Party candidate Bren-
dan Knight, New Democratic Party 
candidate Kevin Kruchkywich, and 
People's Party of Canada candidate 
Wayne Baker. There was no Green 
Party candidate for the riding this 
election.

Fitting with their parties, Nater wore 
a blue face mask, Knight wore a red 
mask, Kruchywich wore an orange 
mask, and Baker took his mask off 
and didn't put it back on until the 
conclusion of the event.

Eddie Matthews, General Manager of 
the Chamber, moderated the debate. 
Each candidate had a limited time to 
answer each question.

Each candidate briefly introduced 
themselves at the beginning of the 
event. The first question from Mat-
thews was, "What would your party 
do to help small businesses recover?"

PPC candidate Baker said, "We func-
tion best without government in our 
face. We really need to open the econ-
omy up, open up opportunities, and 
get government interference out of 
our businesses."

Knight (Liberal) mentioned a recent 
party announcement was to help the 
arts and culture sector, such as ticket 
matching, adding that the tourism sec-
tor would likely be the last to recover. 
"I think local advocacy for the local 
area is going to be crucial in order for 
our area to thrive post-COVID."

Kruchkywich (NDP) said as an artist, 
he finds the Liberal program of ticket 
matching sometimes challenging. "We 
have a very large artistic community 
in this area and they have been strug-
gling. If not for the NDP forcing the 
Liberals to increase the benefits to 
get us all through, they may not be in 
this community."

Nater (Conservative) said the past 18 
months have been "devastating" for 
many small businesses. There is the 

Job Surge plan in the Conservative 
platform, which provides up to 25 to 
50% of a new hire salary, the Main 
Street Tax Credit to encourage invest-
ments in the local community.

Matthews said small businesses in 
this area continue to look for support 
to help them through the pandemic. 
Kruchkywich said beyond the small 
business support, the larger issue is 
affordable housing to attract workers 
to the area.

Affordability and availability of hous-
ing in the area was seen by all as a 
huge issue and much of the early por-
tion of the debate was dedicated to 
this topic. Other topics addressed in-
cluded climate change, stance on vac-
cine passports, how to attract workers 
to the area, how to protect farmland 
from urban development, lack of 
broadband for rural areas, and more.

After the issue of COVID response 
was brought up a second time with 
the PPC candidate whose stance 

on the subject differed greatly with 
the other candidates, Kruchkywich 
shared his personal experience with 
the virus.

"I contracted it last spring. I was in 
and out of the hospital twice. I de-
veloped pneumonia. It was probably 
the worst health issue I've ever gone 
through in my life," he said." I do not 
wish it on anyone. I will wear a mask 
as long as it takes."

Matthews also asked, "What are you 
willing to do to represent residents 
of this riding? Are you willing to vote 
against your own party if the legisla-
tion is not wanted for your constitu-
ents?"

Kruchkywich said that the NDP is a 
grassroots party, and will protect peo-
ple in the constituency. "We're a party 
that's about conversations and part-
nerships, so we are encouraged to 
represent our constituents in a very 
real and honest way."

Nater said to take a look at his voting 
record. There was one occasion where 
he voted on an NDP bill, just one of 
a handful of Conservatives who vot-
ed in favour of it. "There have been 
times where I've voted with the ma-
jority of my party, and times that I 
voted against my own party."

Knight said, "I think it's important for 
the elected members to vote for the 
best interest of their community and 
also to put forward private members 
bills that help their community and 
not for partisan reasons."

Baker said that there were specif-
ic issues where party members may 
have to be "whipped into place," par-
ticularly when it comes to budgetary 
issues. When it comes to "more open 
issues," he would favour issues that 
affect Perth Wellington.

The two-hour debate concluded with 
closing remarks from each candidate. 
The full video is available on You-
Tube.

Small business recovery, affordable housing discussed at all candidates debate

From left, Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce Chairman Eddie Matthews moderated the All-Candidates Debate 
at the Arden Park Hotel on Tuesday, September 7, with all four Perth-Wellington Candidates participating: John Nater 
(Conservative Party), Kevin Kruchkywich (NDP), Brendan Knight (Liberal), and Wayne Baker (People's Party of Canada).  
(Stewart Grant Photo)
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Legion president Tom Jenkins awarded Life Membership
Zone Commander makes presentation last Wednesday night at St. Marys Branch 236
By Pat Payton

It's the second-highest award a per-
son can receive in the Legion.

Zone Commander Jim Meyer, of Wa-
terloo, presented Tom Jenkins with 
a Life Membership last Wednesday 
night during an executive meeting 
at the St. Marys Legion. Jenkins has 
been president of Perth Regiment 
Veterans, Branch 236, Royal Cana-
dian Legion, St. Marys for the past 
four years.

First vice-president David 'Bim' 
Graham says it's the local member-
ship's belief that Jenkins has done 
more in his short tenure here than 
most do in a lifetime.

Jenkins joined Branch 236 in 2009, 
following his retirement from the 
Canadian Armed Forces (37 years). 
He's been on the Legion executive 
for the past seven years.

"He made an impact right away by 
acting as Parade Marshall for our 
Remembrance Service," Graham 
said. "He has held this position ever 
since. He has acted as padre at a Le-
gion Funeral Service and at a Re-
membrance service when our Padre 
was unable to be there."

Jenkins has also been the Legion's 
Veterans and Seniors Service Offi-
cer and helped many people get the 
help they deserve since 2013.

President since 2017

He has held the office of Branch 236 
president since 2017 and has also 
acted as Zone C-2 Veterans Officer 
since 2019. "Tom got approval to 
help a veteran who was a Canadi-
an citizen, but a veteran of the Brit-
ish Army who needed a prosthetic 
due to damage caused during his 
service," Graham explained. "Tom 
spent months negotiating with the 
town so that we could keep more of 
our lottery money in the Branch. It 
is still ongoing, but we can present-
ly keep 50 per cent compared to the 
eight per cent we were allowed be-
fore."

Jenkins has represented the local 
Branch at every Zone and District 
convention since he became presi-
dent.

"Tom also encourages others to par-
ticipate," Graham says. "He was di-
rectly responsible for getting close 
to 140 entries for the Books of Re-
membrance. He tries to have Legion 
presence at various town events, in-
cluding parades and heritage events. 
He is also working on a concise his-
tory of our Branch."

As well, Jenkins has come up with 
a number of successful fundraising 
ideas for the Branch in the past few 
years, including an indoor miniature 
18-hole putting course, a Games 
Night, and a 'Ladies Lip Sync and 
Beauty Contest.' Male members 
dress up as female singers and lip 
sync to a popular song. He even con-
vinced the mayor and fire chief to 
participate.

"Tom's aim is to have at least one 
major (fundraising) event each 
month," Graham notes.

Since Jenkins has taken over the 
reins of the Branch, attendance at 
their monthly meetings has gone 
up as well as memberships. "Not 
only are we getting new members, 
they are members who want to be 
involved, not just belong," Graham 
says.

Thanks to the president, the Branch 
also has a Financial Review Com-
mittee.

"Since Tom has become a mem-
ber, he has worn many hats that 
were not elected offices," the first 
vice-president adds. "He changed 
the way our weekly meat draw was 
being run and increased the number 
of people showing up by an average 
of 33 percent.

"He has been involved with helping 
to keep the Legion functioning al-
most from the day he joined."

Surprised and modest

Tom Jenkins was both surprised and 
modest after receiving the presti-
gious Life Membership honour last 
Wednesday.

"It's a very big surprise," Jenkins 
told the Independent. "This is nor-
mally given to somebody who has 
done a lot for the Legion for a long 
time. I do not qualify for that; I hav-
en't been here that long.

"So it was a bit of a shock, but I'm 
very grateful. It's a pretty good feel-
ing that they thought enough of me 
to put this (citation) forward and 
had it approved."

Jenkins also said that he will find 
a special place in his home for his 
framed Life Membership.

"In the military, what a lot of guys 
do is create what they call a: 'I Love 
Me Wall,'" he said with a laugh. "It's 
where they put their different cer-
tificates and things they've acquired 
over the years. This will fit right 
in very nicely with all my military 
stuff."

Zone Commander Jim Meyer, of Waterloo, left, presented Branch 236 president 
Tom Jenkins with a prestigious Legion Life Membership last Wednesday night 
in St. Marys. At right is first vice-president David 'Bim' Graham, who received a 
similar Life Membership in 2020.  (Payton photo)
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1)Who was the first female Prime Minister 
of Great Britain?

2)How many ribs are in a human body?

3)What is the world’s biggest island?

4)What did the Crocodile swallow in Peter 
Pan?

5)The Statue of Liberty was given to the US 
by which country?

6)Which US city is known as the City of 
Brotherly Love?

7)What was Babe Ruth’s first name?

8)Who was the first African American to win 
the Academy Award for best actor?

9)Greenland was a colony of which country 
until 1981?

10) Which organization was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1917?

Sponsored by: 17 Water St. S  
519-860-8662Gordy's

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for 
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Janet Quinn, 
who will be celebrating her 85th birthday 

on Monday, September 20th. Born in 
Westminster township, Janet married George 

on October 20,1956 and they farmed south 
of Kintore. Janet has retired from nursing 
at St. Marys Hospital. Janet and George 

have 4 children, 8 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren. Happy Birthday Janet!!

McHappy Day returning to Perth 
County September 22nd

Tools Stolen in Trailer break in

Purchases made at McDonald's locations in Perth 
and Huron County will have an added importance 
on September 22nd with the return of McHappy 
Day.

On Wednesday, September 22nd, a portion of pro-
ceeds from all McDonald's Canada menu items all 
day will help families with sick children supported 
by Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) in 
our community. You can place your order through 
the McDonald's mobile app or order McDelivery 
through Door Dash, Uber Eats, and Skip The Dish-
es. McHappy Day Hearts are now available for a $2 
donation. Each heart contains a special video mes-
sage from an RMHC family or celebrity. You can 
also donate every day when you make a purchase 
at McDonald's by rounding up your order to the 
nearest dollar.

Each year, thousands of families traveling from 
London to Windsor for medical care are helped by 
RMHC. Three core programs including RMH Lon-
don, RMH Windsor, and RMH Family Room Lon-
don, provide savings of $4.8 million in lodging, 
meals, and travel.

In the last five years, 390 families in Huron-Perth 
have remained together during medical treatments 
thanks to RMH London and RMH Windsor. One of 
those families is the McDonald family of Goderich, 
who have spent 100 nights in RMH since 2011. 
Brandon McDonald has received medical treatment 
and thanks to RMHC, he has been able to have his 
family alongside him including his brother Tyler, 
who has had fun with Brandon exploring the RMH 
and playing video games in between medical ap-
pointments.

On Friday, September 3, 2021 the Stratford Police 
Service received a report of a break in to a trailer at 
a property on Line 26, in the Municipality of Perth 
South. Police attended and learned that the lock 
had been cut on the trailer, which had been parked 
on the property and a number of power tools had 

been stolen. The theft occurred sometime during 
the overnight hours and at this time there are no 
suspects in this matter. The Stratford Police Service 
is asking anyone with information to please contact 
them at 519-271-4141, or to contact Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222- TIPS. 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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2022 DRIVEWAY 
BOOKING
Call or email now to set your 
quote appointment for 2022 

paving work.
sales@apmg.ca | 519.284.3737 

www.apmg.ca

www.armstrongpavinggroup.com
Office: 519.284.3737 | 12 Industrial Rd., St. Marys

Lots of local produce is available at the Store and at the Farm 
Stand on #19, Just south of Uniondale. Enjoy local sweet corn, 

tomatoes, melons, berries, plums, beans, carrots, onions, 
peppers, garlic and more while it's local and in season.

Preserve of the Month
10% off McCully's Pickles

Store Hours

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Visit McCully's for all your Fall Decor needs.  
We have beautiful pots of mums and mixed plants and lovely grasses.   
Lots of pumpkins in all shapes and sizes and ornamental gourds, corn 

stalks, hay bales and everything in between. 

Fall Decor Has Arrived

Open Daily:   10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Open Saturday:   9 .m. – 5 p.m.

Closed: Monday, September 6th

Field Tomatoes Available
Field tomatoes now available. Please call ahead for bulk orders.

Local Produce

St. Marys Station Gallery opens “Rural Roots” 
by St. Marys artist Maggie Jorna

On Friday September 17 the Station 
Gallery opens a retrospective of work 
by Maggie Jorna. Maggie has lived and 
worked in St. Marys since 2000. Born 
on a small farm outside Hagersville, 
Ontario she obtained a double ma-
jor degree in Fine Arts from Guelph 
University which served her well as a 
High School teacher in St. Marys. 

Although Jorna never returned to the 
life in the country, it is obvious from 

her work that she has always felt a 
deep connection to her rural roots. 
Returning time and time again to the 
open fields and rolling hills, her sub-
jects, trees, rocks, water, and plants 
are painted in such a way that the 
viewer seems to hear sounds emitting 
from the painting. Sounds such as wa-
ter babbling over rocks and the chat-
ter of bulrushes at the river bank. By 
attacking the canvas with such vigor 

and skill Jorna exposes the rhythms 
and patterns within the landscapes. 
Her paintings show an abundance of 
contrasting textures of which Jorna 
finds a way to organize in an effort to 
create order out of chaos.

Maggie Jorna will be at the Station 
Gallery for a “Meet and Greet” on 
Saturday September 18, 2021 at 1pm 
to 4pm. Covid 19 protocol will be in 
place. Masks are required inside the 

station.

Since re-opening after 2 lockdowns, 
the station gallery has had over 250 
visitors to the gallery with 1969 view-
ers on our website and 4641 pages 
viewed, both surpassing the numbers 
from 2019 -2020. We greatly appreci-
ate the support we are getting from 
our local sponsors and the visitors to 
the Station Gallery.
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OLD BY IONE GROVER
Ione Grover announces the 

publication of her new book Old
She will sign books at Zenfire Pottery boutique        

in St. Marys on

September 18 between 2 and 4pm
The books will sell for $20 or two for $35. 

10% of the proceeds will go to Rotary Hospice 
Stratford Perth.

We hear mostly about the down side of growing old.  
Ione, who has just turned 89, writes from firsthand 

experience as she navigates the challenges and 
losses of old age while also discovering it to be        

“a time for the soul to flourish.”
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United Way announces St. Marys and area kick-
off, welcomes new campaign co-chairs
September is here and United Way 
Perth-Huron (UWPH) is celebrating 
Campaign Kick-off in St. Marys and 
area with a town-wide pizza night on 
Friday, September 17.

“Kick-off is a great time of year for 
us,” said Leslie Edney, St. Marys & 
Area Community Committee co-chair. 
“And we thought, what better way to 
celebrate than with a St. Marys pizza 
party?”

“It’s still challenging to gather togeth-
er,” added Rob Edney, St. Marys & Area 
Community Committee co-chair. “So 

we’re inviting everyone to buy pizza 
from your favourite local restaurant 
and join us at 7 p.m. on United Way’s 
#LocalLove: St. Marys Facebook page 
— @LocalLoveStMarys — for a fun 
discussion about what a St. Marys 
pizza should be. Participating restau-
rants are donating a portion from 
every pizza sold to UWPH, so eating 
pizza isn’t only delicious, it’s the so-
cially responsible thing to do!”

Local restaurants taking part in the 
St. Marys pizza event include Piz-
za Hut, the Sunset Diner, New Orle-
ans Pizza, Pizza Pizza, Skippy’s Piz-

za, Gordy’s on Water Street, Delmar 
Foods and Little Caesars. People are 
also welcome to come up with their 
own pizza creations and post pictures 
at 7 p.m. exactly on the #LocalLove: 
St. Marys page. The Edneys will be 
joined by UWPH Executive Direc-
tor Ryan Erb to unveil the 2021/2022 
campaign goal.

Campaign Kick-off also marks the 
official introduction of the Edneys as 
campaign co-chairs, replacing Mar-
tin and Kathryn Ritsma, who served 
as co-chairs for three years. To hear 
more from Rob and Leslie, visit perth-

huron.unitedway.ca to watch their 
message to donors.

“First of all, I’d like to thank Martin 
and Kathryn,” said UWPH Executive 
Director Ryan Erb. “Their dedication 
and commitment to UWPH’s work 
helped make our community stron-
ger. We’re also very happy that Rob 
and Leslie agreed to join us as well as 
continuing their work as co-chairs of 
the St. Marys Community Committee, 
where they’ve been so successful. I 
know they’ll bring tremendous ener-
gy to the main campaign.”

St. Marys Cement looking to switch to low carbon fuels
By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Cement Plant held their 
community liaison committee meeting 
last Friday and informed attendees 
that they are applying to the Ontario 
government to use low carbon fuels at 
the plant.

Corporate Environmental Manager for 

the cement plant Ruben Plaza present-
ed the information on the proposed fuel 
change to the committee. According to 
the presentation, switching to Alterna-
tive Low Carbon Fuels will reduce the 
greenhouse gas emissions of the plant 
and improve the usage and allocation 
of the plant's natural resources.

Plaza stated that the plan is to submit 

the permitting application to the pro-
vincial government in early 2022. He 
also noted that the process to obtain 
the necessary permitting is "long and 
exhaustive," and two public meetings 
will need to be held to support the ap-
plication. Plaza said the plant expects 
the review to take at least a year, mean-
ing they expect to receive the permit in 

2023.

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
is a challenge for many cement plants 
and there is no one complete fix, said 
Plaza, to achieve the environmental 
targets. The switch to low carbon fuels 
is one of several initiatives the cement 
plant is looking at to reduce its emis-
sions.
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Kirkton Fall Fair's annual Tractor Pull 

Part of the Kirkton Fall Fair is the very popular tractor pull that was held this past 
Saturday. Many tractors, trucks and semi's took part in front of a large crowd. 
Pictured above, father and son duo Brian and Tanner Harris. In the Farm Stock 
Class, Brian took home 2nd place in the 6500lb class and Tanner took home 3rd in 
the 7500lb class. Kurtis Armstrong took home 1st in the 6500lb class.

Wade Bickell takes his turn getting hitched to the weight trailer. 

Many tractors line up to take their turn to pull.  (Wendy Lamond photos)
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By Pat Payton

It always seems to come down to the 
singles matches. And this year was 
no exception. Traditionally, the Old 
Guys grind it out and do well in Sun-
day's singles matches. But this year, a 
strong Young Guys squad dominated 
-- winning the head-to-head matches 
on the final day -- 13.5 points to 6.5 
points.

"That's where the depth of the Young 
Guys shone through," remarked Stew 
Grant of the Old Guys.

Going into the singles matches 
trailing by a point, the Young Guys 
claimed a 23-17 points victory overall 
in the 2021 edition of the annual Ry-
der Cup event at St. Marys Golf and 
Country Club.

This year's event featured the biggest 
field ever, 20 golfers per side. In re-
cent years, each team consisted of 16 
players.

"It feels pretty good," beamed Young 
Guys' captain Scott Kemp, who noted 
that it was his first time being a mem-
ber of the winning team. "I'm sure 
happy for all the guys.

"We have a really good team, but it's 
also a really fun team, too. We had a 
lot of fun before golf and after golf. 
It's a good, fun group of guys and we 
all played well. We had a very good 
team from top to bottom."

Kemp said both teams put their 
strongest players out last in Sunday's 
singles matches. "It came down to the 

big guys deciding it, which is probably 
the way it should be. Strategy-wise, I 
wanted to control who my top guys 
played. That was my plan today."

Young Guys won six of the final seven 
matches.

Singles winners Sunday

Winning singles matches on Sunday 
for the Young Guys were: Tristan Dun-
das, Taylor Booth, Dan Murrell, Mike 
Glover, Cole Stewart, Eddy Soek, Kel-
len Fifield, Mitch Watt, Kenny Hutton, 
Daryl Sterkenburg, Greg Wolfkamp, 
Chris Bond and Ben Dale.

Winning singles matches for the Old 
Guys were: Brian Hughes, Wayne 
Ross, Eric Henkemans, Dale Levy, 
Stew Grant and Andy Cunningham.

Another match between Young Guys' 
Kyle Heinbuch and Old Guys' captain 
Jamie Hodgins ended all square, with 
both players gaining half a point for 
their teams.

"We tried and we gave it a good go," 
Hodgins said. "The Young Guys had a 
really good team. They're young and 
they hit it a long, long way.

"It was a great weekend as always, 
and I'm just glad to be a part of it," 
he added.

Saturday's results

In the opening round Saturday morn-
ing, both teams picked up five points 
in the Better Ball format.

"The Ryder Cup is so much fun; I en-
joy playing in it every year and look 

forward to it every year," Captain 
Hodgins said. "It's always close. The 
Young Guys have a good team, and 
we're just trying to hang around with 
them and do the best that we can."

In Alternate Shots (Modified Chap-
man) in the afternoon, the Old Guys 
won by a slim margin -- 5.5 points to 
4.5 points. It left the Old Guys with 
a one-point lead (10.5 points to 9.5 
points going into Sunday's crucial 
singles matches).

Ryder Cup notebook:

--Co-MVPs this year were Young 
Guys' Mike Glover and Cole Stew-

art, who both went 3-0 in the two-day 
event. Brian Hughes and Stew Grant 
both went 3-0 for the Old Guys.

--Newcomer Eddy Soek won his sin-
gles match Sunday. Starting on the 
back nine, Soek collected four birdies 
and an eagle and shot a five-under 32.

--The 2022 captains are Kenny Hut-
ton (Young Guys) and Stew Grant 
(Old Guys).

--The Old Guys hoisted the Ryder 
Cup in both 2018 and 2019. Last 
year, due to Covid 19, two sides were 
picked -- with Young and Old guys on 
both teams.

SPORTS —
The Young Guys dominate singles matches on Sunday
Win 23-17 overall, hoist Ryder Cup for first time since 2017 at St. Marys G&CC

Old Guys' Merlin Malinowski, right, congratulates 
Young Guys' Daryl Sterkenburg after their great Ry-
der Cup singles match ended on the final hole (No. 9) 
Sunday at St. Marys G&CC.  (Payton photo)

2021 Ryder Cup champions! From left, front  row: Dan Murrell, Kellen Fifield, Jake Watt, captain Scott Kemp, 
Joel Parker, Greg Wolfkamp, Steve Hinz, Ben Dale and Chris Bond. Back row: Taylor Booth, Eddy Seok, Mitch 
Watt, Cole Stewart, Paul Shackleton, Tristan Dundas, Daryl Sterkenburg, Mike Glover, Kyle Heinbuch and 
Kenny Hutton. Absent is Stef MacNeil.  (Payton photo)

St. Marys Minor Soccer has 
wrapped up their 2021 season
Although a short season, many 
youth were able to enjoy the sport 
once again. 
St. Marys and Area Minor Soccer is a 
volunteer run community program 
and our season couldn't run without 
the help of many people. We extend 
a huge thank you to all the coaches, 
referees, student volunteers, exec-
utive, players and their families for 
all of your time and commitment to 
make this season a success. 
A very special thank you to the fol-
lowing local businesses for their 
support through sponsorship:
- Tim Hortons - U5 and U7 Teams

- The Rotary Club of St. Marys - U9 
Teams
- Bickell Built Homes - U11 Boys
- Hearn's Ice Cream - U11 Girls
- St Marys Legion - U13 Boys
- Graham Energy - U13 Girls
- Stonetown Travel - U15 Girls
- Quadro Communications - U15 
Boys
- Kirkton- St Marys Vet Clinics - 
U17 Girls
- Harris-Greig Automotive & Anon-
ymous Local Dairy Farmer- Website 
Sponsors
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By Pat Payton

The putter got hot at the right time 
for Rick Fifield last Wednesday at St. 
Marys Golf and Country Club.

Fifield fired a two-under-par 70 to 
claim a one-shot victory in the annu-
al Senior Men's Invitational. A total 
of 120 golfers competed in five differ-
ent age groups.

"I made a lot of putts," Fifield said 
after receiving the championship 
plaque from G&CC President and 
General Manager Matt Staffen and 
Director of Golf Operations Brandon 
De Groote.

"Probably the key was, I made about 
three five or six footers for par, which 
really kept the momentum going. I've 
really been struggling with my putter, 
especially from that length, so it was 
nice to see those ones go in. Overall, I 
had a lot of good birdie chances, so I 
didn't have to work very hard."

Competing in the 65 to 69 age group, 
Fifield had splits of 33 and 37. He col-
lected birdies on No. 4, No. 6, No. 7 
and No. 17.

Chris Webb, of London Thames Val-
ley, finished second overall with a 
one-under 71 (37-34). He competed 
in the 50 to 59 age group.

The day's third best score belonged 
to another St. Marys member, Rich 
Parsons. He came in with a one-over 
73 (36-37). Parsons competed in the 

60 to 64 age group.

Tim Zanini had the fourth best score, 
a 74 (38-36). He finished second to 
Webb in the 50 to 59 age group.

81-year-old shoots 75

There were four scores of 75 posted 
last Wednesday, and one was shot by 
81-year-old Cliff Brown, of London. 
He had splits of 35-40. A 12-handi-
capper, Brown was the overall new 

winner with a 63 -- one better than 
Dirk DeVries.

"Cliff's a legend," quipped Fifield, 
who remembers battling Brown in a 
Senior playoff several years ago. "We 
had a good playoff, that was fun."

Another player who shot 75 (39-
36) was St. Marys member Jamie 
Hodgins. He competed in the 50 to 
59 division. St. Marys member Bruce 
Kraemer had the second-best low net 

score (70) in 50 to 59.

Other age group winners

Other age group winners were as fol-
lows.

Rich Parsons' 73 gave him first place 
in the 60 to 64 age group, two shots 
better than John Malcolm.

St. Marys members took the top four 
spots in the 65 to 69 age group. Jim-
my Craigmile (42-35-77) was first, Eric 
Henkemans (37-41-78) second, Bri-
an Hughes (40-39-79) third, and Bob 
Mills (39-43-82) fourth.

In the 70 to 74 age group, Willy Keller, 
of Stratford, was first with an 83 (41-
42) due to retrogression. William 
Houilston, Don Wright and St. Marys 
member Greg Thompson also shot 83s.

Individual prizes

Several individual prizes were handed 
out.

Closest to the pin on No. 2 was Jay 
Lounsbury.

Closest to the pin on No. 5 was Wayne 
Ross.

Closest to the pin on No. 7 was Rick 
Fifield.

Closest to the pin on No. 16 was Brian 
Hughes.

Closest to the pin on No. 18 was Clay-
ton Bilyea, who had a hole-in-one. The 
Londoner says he now has seven or 
eight aces.

SPORTS —
Hot putter helps Fifield win Senior Men's Invitational
A total of 120 golfers tee it up last Wednesday at St. Marys G&CC

Rick Fifield, centre, fired a two-under-par 70 to win the 2021 Senior Men's Invita-
tional last Wednesday at St. Marys G&CC. Presenting Fifield with the champion-
ship plaque were: Director of Golf Operations Brandon De Groote, left, and G&CC 
president and general manager Matt Staffen.  (Payton photo)

By Pat Payton

Joel Carlberg gave him a last-day 
challenge, but Jeff Griffiths won this 
third consecutive Men's Club cham-
pionship at River Valley Golf and 
Country Club over the Labour Day 
weekend, Sept. 4-5.

Griffiths had rounds of 73 and 71 for 
a 144 two-day total. Carlberg fired 
a 69 on the second day, but finished 
two shots back of Griffiths. Carlberg 
had an opening-day 77.

Finishing third in 'A' Flight was 
first-day leader Mark Hedberg (69-
81-150). Hedberg finished second 
overall to Griffiths in 2020.

There was a very close race in the 
Men's 'B' Flight this year.

Josh Becker charged back from a 
10-shot deficit to finish atop the 'B' 
standings. After shooting 89 on the 
first day, Becker fired a 72 on the 
Sunday to win by a single shot. He 
finished with a two-day total of 161.

Second place went to Brady Wiffen 
(82-80-162), while first-day leader 
Joe Graff (79-84-163) was third.

New Ladies champion

There is a new Ladies champion at 
River Valley. In an interesting sto-
ry, April Clark defeated her mother 
Darlene, the defending champ.

In April Clark's first full year of golf-
ing, she posted rounds of 75 and 
86 for a 161 two-day total. Darlene 
Clark had rounds of 81 and 83 to fin-

ish three shots back.

Third place went to Theresa Simp-
son (83-87-170).

In the Senior men's division, Larry 
Henderson is the 2021 champion. 
He had consistent rounds of 75 and 
77 for a two-day total of 152.

Second place went to Brad Patter-
son, who shot a strong 74 on the sec-
ond day. He also had an 83 for a 157 
total. Ron Marriott was third with a 
159 (83-76).

In total, almost 50 golfers took part 
in the Club 'C' event at River Valley 
G&CC this year.

Hope for Haiti tourney Sept. 25

The 20th annual Hope for Haiti 

tournament goes Saturday, Sept. 25 
at River Valley.

It's again a nine-hole, four-person 
Texas Scramble format. For more in-
formation, call Sarah or David at the 
club at 519-225-2329. 

Seahawks golf tourney Saturday at 
River Valley G&CC

Just a reminder that the Seahawks' 
golf tournament is this Saturday, 
Sept. 18 at River Valley Golf and 
Country Club.

Meet and greet starts at 1:30 p.m. 
The first tee-time is 2:20 p.m.

The format is best ball for the nine-
hole tourney.

Jeff Griffiths three-time Club champion at River Valley
Becker, Clark and Henderson other division winners on Labour Day weekend

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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SPORTS —
Redhawks give Lincolns good test this past weekend
Lincs complete pre-season schedule with two games against Stratford Friday and Sunday

By Pat Payton

CAMBRIDGE - St. Marys Lincolns' 
coach Trent McClement says he uses 
exhibition games to measure the 
progress of his team and also identify 
the areas that need shoring up early 
in the season.

"We were a little better in our defen-
sive zone tonight," McClement said 
after Lincs dropped a 5-3 decision 
to the home-town Redhawks here 
Saturday evening. "We didn't turn 
the puck over in our end, so I think 
there was some improvement in our 
'D' zone. We got the puck out a little 
better than the night before.

"And offensively, I thought it was 
day and night. We were a lot better 
tonight, especially in the last half of 
the second period and the third as 
well. These exhibition games are all 
about creating good habits and get-
ting ready for the start of the season."

Lincolns travelled to Cambridge Sat-
urday a little shortstaffed. They had 
16 skaters, including just five de-
fencemen, plus two goaltenders.

The previous night in St. Marys, Red-
hawks edged the Lincs 5-4. The two 
close losses leave St. Marys with a 2-2 
record in pre-season action to date.

Lincolns complete their six-game ex-

hibition schedule with a home-and-
home series against Stratford War-
riors this weekend. The teams meet 
Friday at the Allman Arena in Strat-
ford at 8 p.m., and Sunday at the PRC 
at 7:30 p.m.

Lincs' GOJHL home opener is Friday, 
Sept. 24 against Leamington Flyers at 
7:30 p.m.

Redhawks 5 - Lincolns 3

At the Galt Arena Gardens Satur-
day, Redhawks led 2-0 after the first 
period on goals by Luke Bibby and 
Andrew Britton, but Lincolns tied it 
by the midway mark of the second 
frame. The marksmen were rookie 
Kyle Morey and defenceman Thomas 
Munro, with Kieran Moore assisting 
on both tallies.

Tanner Bibby put Cambridge back 
in front on a powerplay at the 14:20 
mark.

It stayed 3-2 until late in the third 
when Max Macerollo and Derek Pys 
scored goals, just under three minutes 
apart, to boost the Redhawks' lead to 
5-2. Lince' Kobe Ferreira completed 
the scoring with 2:09 to play.

Veteran goalie Bryce Walcarius 
played the first two periods for St. 
Marys, then Ryan Wheeler took over 
for the final 20 minutes. The shots 

were 35-26 in favour of Cambridge.

Redhawks 5 - Lincolns 4

At the PRC Friday night, Lincolns 
fought back to tie it three times be-
fore Redhawks scored the winner 
with 4:33 to play. Matt Dimaline's 
second of the contest snapped a 4-4 
tie.

Both teams had lots of veterans in 
their line-ups, but both sides were 
also guilty of turning the puck over in 
their own end of the ice.

"These games against Cambridge and 
Stratford are a good little test," coach 
McClement said. "I think they could 
be two of the top teams, and possibly 
Ayr, in the (Midwestern) conference. 
Cambridge is a bigger, older team, so 
it was a good test for our guys tonight.

"We definitely did have some turn-
overs tonight, but we caused some 
turnovers offensively on the other 
side as well. All in all, I was happy 
with the way the game went. We have 
some things to work on, but that's the 
good thing about pre-season. It's all 
about seeing where you need to get 
better, and you can work on those 
things in practice."

The teams traded first-period goals, 
with Dimaline connecting for Cam-
bridge and defenceman Ethan Coups 

for St. Marys.

After Lucas Carson gave the Red-
hawks a 2-1 lead just 13 seconds into 
the middle frame, Lincs' rookie Noah 
Vandenbrink tied it on a powerplay 
at the 5:24 mark.

The visitors then grabbed a 4-2 lead 
on goals by Tanner Bibby and Mi-
chael McKnight--just under five 
minutes apart. However, Lincolns' 
forward Cole Schnittker intercepted 
a pass late in the period and pulled 
St. Marys to within a goal.

Ryan Wheeler got the start for the 
Lincs, and veteran Sean Andrus 
played the final 30 minutes. Andrus 
made a number of solid point-blank 
stops early in the third, keeping his 
team within striking distance.

Finally with 5:36 to play, Ethan Lam-
oureux banged in his own rebound at 
the doorstep--tying the count at 4-4. 
Dimaline's winner came just over a 
minute later.

Lincolns pulled Andrus for an ex-
tra attacker in the final minute, but 
didn't seriously threaten.

Captain Jacob Bloomfield and Thom-
as Munro both earned two assists for 
the Lincs. Overall, Cambridge out-
shot St. Marys 34-27.

Lincolns' rookie centre Kyle Morey (19) tries to pick the short-side on the Cam-
bridge goaltender during a pre-season game against the Redhawks last Friday 
night at the PRC. The highly-touted Morey was one of the St. Marys goal-scorers 
in Saturday's game.  (Payton photo)

Lincolns' rookie Noah Vandenbrink (12) and captain Jacob Bloomfield head to the 
bench after Vandenbrink scored a powerplay goal against Cambridge last Friday 
night at the PRC. Lincs play Stratford Warriors in a home-and-home series this 
coming weekend.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
Lincs add former captain Siddall as new assistant coach
Defenceman Barkley still at Mississauga Steelheads' OHL camp
By Pat Payton

Former St. Marys Lincolns' captain and cen-
treman Mike Siddall is a new assistant coach 
with the team.

The St. Marys native spent two full seasons 
(2012-14) with the Lincs, then played two years 
in the OJHL and four more at the University of 
Waterloo.

Siddall, 26, was on the bench for both pre-season 
games against Cambridge this past weekend.

"Mike is a former player who wants to come back 
and help out," coach Trent McClement told the 
Independent. "It just shows what we're building 
here. Siddall was a leader who went on to play 
high-end hockey, and it will be nice for the boys 
to learn from him."

--Director of Hockey Operations/GM Greg Smale 
reports that defenceman Adam Barkley is the 
lone Lincoln still at an Ontario Hockey League 
training camp. He's trying out with the Missis-
sauga Steelheads.

Smale obtained the big blue-liner this summer 
in a straight cash deal. Last season, Barkley was 
a member of the Kemptville 73's of the Central 
Canada Hockey League (CCHL). The 18-year-old, 
who shoots right and is 6 ft. and 200 lbs., hails 
from Inkerman in eastern Ontario.

Barkley was drafted in the U18 Priority selection 
draft by the Steelheads.

--Former Lincs' forward Mason Mantzavrakos, 
19, has signed with the Nassjo hockey team in 
Sweden's Second Division.

The Londoner led Lincolns in scoring in the 
2019-20 season with 21 goals and 52 points in 45 

games. The quick-skating winger attempted to 
catch on with several Tier 2 Jr. 'A' teams before 
signing in Sweden.

--Goaltender Carter McDougall has signed with 
Listowel Cyclones of the Midwestern Conference. 
The 17-year-old St. Marys native has been play-

ing in the Huron-Perth Lakers 'AAA' system for 
several years.

Cyclones are icing a young squad this season, 
and they also added three new assistant coaches 
who are all in their 20s.

--Komoka Kings recently announced that they 
have promoted assistant coach Adam Casey to 
head coach. He replaces another former Lincoln, 
Colin Martin, who took the same job with rival 
London Nationals.

Casey has 25-plus years of coaching in the Junior 
ranks. The Londoner says he's "really excited" 
with his new opportunity.

Casey spent time with the Lincolns several years 
ago under head coach Merlin Malinowski. He lat-
er joined the Nationals as an assistant and was 
then elevated to head coach.

--Leamington Flyers have also named a new head 
coach. He's Dale Mitchell, 32, who was a member 
of two Memorial Cup championship teams (2009 
and 2010) as a player with Windsor Spitfires. He 
resides in nearby Kingsville.

Flyers will be the visitors for Lincs' home opener 
on Friday, Sept. 24.

--In LaSalle, John Nelson remains as general 
manager, but the Vipers recently announced that 
former player Matt Beaudoin, 29, is their new 
head coach.

Nelson held the dual post since 2017. Beaudoin, 
meanwhile, played four seasons for the Vipers 
(2008-12) and helped win a Sutherland Cup ti-
tle in 2010. He went on to play three seasons for 
the University of Windsor Lancers, winning a 
Queen's Cup title in 2013.

Former Lincolns' captain and centreman Mike Siddall 
is a new assistant coach with the team. The St. Marys 
native was on the bench for both games against Cam-
bridge this past weekend.  (Payton photo)
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www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6   |  Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

We would like to thank Jill O'Connell for all her 
hard work and dedication over the past 53 years at 
Home Hardware and want to wish her all the best 

for her retirement! Happy Retirement Jill!
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It's been an excellent season for ten-
nis in St. Marys.

On Saturday, Sept. 11, the St. Marys 
Social Tennis Club hosted the 2021 
Fall Classic mixed doubles tourna-
ment. Eleven teams put their skills to 

the test in a double elimination tour-
nament. 

Equally inspired by the impres-
sive Canadian showing at the recent 
US Open tournament, the day was 
marked by excellent net play, base-

line shots and uplifting sportsman-
ship. In the end, George Li and Tom 
Tong prevailed with their profession-
al play 6-4 over Navraj Singh Heer 
and Hui Zui.

The tournament may be a classic, but 

the tennis season isn't over yet! The 
St. Marys Social Tennis Club invites 
ALL teen and adult players to its free 
doubles nights on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Sundays at 7 p.m., weather 
permitting. New players welcome!  

Doubles tennis tournament attracts 11 teams Saturday

St. Marys Social Tennis Club representative Don Van Galen, left, con-
gratulates winners Tom Tong and George Li on their excellent play in 
the club's annual 'Fall Classic' doubles tournament this past Saturday.  
(Contributed)

The St. Marys Peewee OBA team were 'A' finalists at the year-end tournament in 
Exeter over the Labour Day weekend. The Rockies won two games and tied another to 
earn a spot in the 'A' final against Mitchell. The Peewees were coached this summer 
by Scott Walsh, Justin Ewing, Todd Dittmer and Jaden Ropp.  (Contributed)

James Walkom and Sabrina Horner were part-
ners in the 2021 'Fall Classic' mixed doubles 
tennis tournament this past Saturday at the St. 
Marys courts.  (Payton photo)

SPORTS —

Andrea Macko returns a shot during the 2021 
'Fall Classic' mixed doubles tennis tournament 
this past Saturday at the St. Marys courts. An-
drea's partner was her husband Andrew Hodg-
es.  (Payton photo)

Landscape 
Design & Build

•
Excavation

•
Trucking

Bryn Luckhardt, N.P.D
7 Meadowridge Court, St. Marys ON N4X 1A9

TO ARRANGE A CONSULTATION
CALL OR EMAIL US

519-272-3408 • bryn@luckhardtlandworks.com

St. Marys Peewee OBA 
team 'A' finalists in Exeter

EXETER - The St. Marys Peewee OBA 
team were 'A' finalists at the year-end 
tournament here over the Labour Day 
weekend.

The Rockies went undefeated in 
round-robin play, going 2-0-1 and 
finishing first in the pool with the fol-
lowing scores -- St. Marys 10, Clinton 
2; St. Marys 4, Exeter 4; and St. Marys 
26, Mitchell 8.

This set up for an 'A' Division final 
against Mitchell.  

"Mitchell's bats were hot early, build-
ing a seven-run lead in the first inning, 
which ended up being a deficit that 
St. Marys couldn't make up," Rockies' 
head coach Scott Walsh reported.  

Mitchell went on to post a 10-5 victory.

"It was a great season and the boys 
played their best," Walsh added.

The St. Marys Peewee OBA team fin-
ished with seven wins, six losses and 
one tie in their 14 games this summer.

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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By Pat Payton

The Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum recently honoured its 
first board member from Quebec and 
a man who also pitched professionally 
for 10 seasons.

Derek Aucoin, 50, died of brain cancer 
on Dec. 26, 2020. With his wife Isabelle 
and son Dawson present, a Memorial 
was unveiled for Aucoin on Saturday, 
Sept. 4. It's been placed on the wall of 
the first-base dugout at the CBHFM's 
St. Marys Cement Company Field.

"Derek was one of our board of direc-
tors when he passed away," said Scott 
Crawford, the Hall of Fame's director 
of operations. "He was our first board 
member from the province of Quebec."

Aucoin was also inducted into the 
Quebec Baseball Hall of Fame in No-
vember, 2019.

"It just shows what he did for baseball 
in Quebec and across Canada," Craw-
ford noted. "He was a well-loved per-
son who gave so much back to the kids 
in the Quebec communities where he 

lived."

He attended several induction week-
ends in St. Marys over the past 10 
years.

Pitched for Expos in 1996

Aucoin, a 6-foot-7 righthander, is the 

only Quebecer signed and developed 
by the Expos to have pitched for them 
at the big league level. The Montreal 
native posted a 3.38 ERA for the Expos 
in 1996 as part of his professional ca-
reer that also included 60 appearances 
for the Triple-A Ottawa Lynx in 1996 

and 1997.

He also joined the Lynx team in the 
post-season that won the Internation-
al League championship in 1995.

Also taking part in the Sept. 4 Memori-
al ceremony in St. Marys were: Craw-
ford, board chair Jeremy Diamond, 
board members Candy McEwan and 
Julie Docker-Johnson, and town coun-
cillor Rob Edney.

"Derek was a pitcher and we wanted to 
show his actual height, and that's how 
tall we made the Memorial," Crawford 
explained. "The reason we put it on 
the first-base dugout pointing towards 
the bullpens is because it allows Der-
ek to maintain his love for pitching. 
He's sort of overseeing the bullpen 
and watching the kids pitch.

"This also allows us to bring part of 
the museum outside for people to en-
joy while on the site watching a game."

Isabelle and Dawson Aucoin were also 
given a tour of the new museum at the 
Hall of Fame.

McDonalds Restaurant, St. Marys - Job Opportunities
We are more than just your local restaurant. We are a collection of hardworking 
small-business owners, students working part-time, career builders, and active seniors 
getting the most out of life. Did you know that from coast to coast, we serve delicious 
choices to more than 2.5 million people in over 1,400 locations every day, or that we 
have proudly helped more than 387,000 Canadian families with sick children through 
Ronald McDonald House Charities?
Your vibe and experience
While previous experience working in food service or retail as a barista, server, sales 
associate, cashier, team member, or customer sales representative is always helpful and 
appreciated, what is most important is who you are.
You are trustworthy and have trust in others. You find joy in the details and believe 
good quality is what keeps guests coming back. You remain cool, calm and collected 
in a fast-paced environment. You understand there is no “I” in team and thrive in social 
situations. You’re always willing to learn and grow. You get that service isn’t a transac-
tion, it’s about connection. That a smile can make all the difference in someone’s day. It’s 
genuine, and it’s who you are.
The job
We are sure that you have an idea about what working with us is like, but just in case 
here are some of the highlights on what your job will entail:

• Greeting guests, taking orders and processing payments
• Preparing food and drinks
• Managing delivery and mobile orders
• Assembling orders and packaging take-out and delivery
• Keeping all surfaces clean and sanitary to ensure the safety for our guests, fellow 
  crew members, and yourself

Whether you are working in the kitchen, at the Drive-Thru, or at the front counter you are 
a part of a dynamic team that works together to deliver an exceptional guest experience.
Our offer
Working with us means that you will have the opportunity to earn and learn, flexibility, 
and a safe and inclusive work environment. What this means in practice is:

• Access to education and skills development opportunities that take you further
• A total rewards package that includes discounts, incentives, and recognition perks
• Flexible hours/shifts that suit your needs
• A safe, respectful and inclusive workplace
• Bring your authentic self to work – welcoming people of every age, background, 
and culture – just like the guests who visit our restaurants every day

How to Apply
We are currently accepting applications at both Stratford locations, Erie St. and On-
tario St., or by email to Krysta.tyler2@post.mcdonalds.ca and jordanbucht@gmail.
com. Come join us to train in one of these locations to be part of the opening team at 
the NEW St. Marys location!

The Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum recently unveiled a Memorial on 
site for the late Derek Aucoin. Taking part in the Sept. 4 ceremony at St. Marys Cement 
Field were, from left: Board member Candy McEwan, town councillor Rob Edney, 
CBHFM director of operations Scott Crawford, Dawson and Isabelle Aucoin, Board 
member Julie Docker-Johnson, and Board chair Jeremy Diamond.  (Contributed)

SPORTS —
Aucoin Memorial honours former Expo at Cement Field
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JOHN NATER
Perth–Wellington

John is known for:

• Listening to all parts of our riding and 
speaking up for them in Ottawa

• Advocating for Perth-Wellington’s fair 
share of federal government funding

•  Sponsoring Bill C-219 to protect young 
people and those with disabilities from 
exploitation

•  Demanding reliable, affordable high-
speed internet for rural Canadians

•  Supporting farmers, farm families, and 

the agriculture and agri-food industry

Authorized by the Official Agent for John Nater 

www.nater.ca
johnnater@nater.ca
519-508-2019

With your support, I will continue to work 
hard for every person, in every community,  

in every corner of Perth—Wellington.
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By Mary Smith

John Mervyn Milne was born in 
March 1903 in West Nissouri Town-
ship, east of the village of Wellburn. 
His father, Alexander Milne, was the 
son of Scots immigrants to Canada. 
His mother, Amanda Houck Milne, 
could trace her ancestry back to 17th 
century Dutch settlers in New York 
State. In the early 1800s, a branch 
of the Houcks moved into Ontario. 
Amanda was born in Downie Town-
ship in 1876. Mervyn had two old-
er brothers, Fred and Hilton, and a 
younger sister, Ethel. 

Greta Allin Stone was born in July 
1902 on a farm on the Kirkton Road 
in Blanshard Township. Her parents, 
Joseph Stone and Frances Ann Mary 
(Minnie) Allin, were of English de-
scent. She was the youngest child in 
the family; her brother, William Clar-
ence, and her sister, Ella, were ten 
and eight years old when she was 
born. Greta grew up in a community 
that also included many uncles, aunts 
and cousins who lived close by.  

Mervyn attended the village school 
at Wellburn and Greta’s elementary 
education was at S. S. #10 Blanshard 
(Salem School). They both attend-
ed St. Marys Collegiate Institute for 
their secondary education, the old 
high school in the north ward, shown 
in this week’s photograph. That’s 
where they got to know each other. 
Their high school experiences were 
positive. Many years later, Greta re-
membered liking sports and taking 
part in synchronized drills with In-
dian clubs. She enjoyed this so much 
that her father bought her a set of 
clubs of her own so that she could 
practise at home. Mervyn was an ac-
tive student. In his graduating year, 
as editor of The Collegiate Echo, the 
school’s monthly magazine, he wrote 
an editorial, “School Spirit,” advising 
that the best way to progress both 
mentally and physically was to de-
velop school spirit by participating 
fully in all the school had to offer. If a 
student did this, “after he graduated, 
his mind would often return to the 
institution where he spent a num-
ber of years, crowded with so many 
pleasant memories.”

By the 1921 census, Greta was living 
at home and still listed as a student. 
Mervyn had left the Milne farm and 
was studying mechanical engineer-
ing at the University of Toronto. They 
were married on July 20, 1929, at the 
United Church in Kirkton. On the 
wedding registration form, Mervyn 

gave his occupation as a clerk, living 
and working in Montreal. He even-
tually became an engineer with Bell 
Canada. The Milnes had a full life 
in Montreal. They raised a son and 
three daughters and supported their 
various activities. But they kept in 
touch with their home communities 
and came for regular summer visits. 
On the Milne side, there were first 
cousins of comparable age to their 
own children. For Greta, there always 
seemed to be something going on in 
Blanshard, such as centennial events 
and school reunions. 

This nostalgic feeling for community 
may have been the impetus direct-
ing Mervyn Milne to genealogy. He 
began to collect dates of marriages, 
births and deaths for his and Gre-
ta’s relatives. His engineer’s mind re-
quired that these data be organized 
systematically. On large sheets of 
drafting paper, he constructed family 
tree charts to trace the lineage of the 
Milnes, Houcks, Stones and Allins. 
Soon the families of cousins, such as 
Beavers and Braggs, were also out-
lined in charts. 

But he used this format for more 
than just dates. If an interesting sto-
ry about one of these ancestors was 
part of family history, he wrote it out 
in several paragraphs and tucked it 
along one side of the chart. For exam-
ple, Greta’s great-grandparents were 
among the earliest settlers in Blan-
shard Township, arriving in 1849. In 
his short narrative, Milne explained 
how in 1848, the Stone family had 
left their small farm in Yorkshire 

and sailed to Canada. They stayed 
briefly with relatives in Clarkson 
but in March 1849, John purchased 
100 acres in the Fourth Concession 
in Blanshard and the family set out 
to take up their new property. “John, 
Ann, and son William walked along 
a trail about 25 miles from London, 
carrying all their possessions with 
them. A bible, Ann’s prayer book, 
John’s flint-lock musket and a whis-
key decanter have been preserved. 
Mere survival under these primitive 
conditions attested to their industry 
and skill. John Stone was the first 
farmer in the district to have a barn 
on a stone foundation.”  

Census records are a generally reli-
able source of basic statistics. They 
contain names of members of a 
household as well as the age, occu-
pation and country of birth of each 
member. The historic censuses are 
now available on-line from Library 
and Archives Canada and are search-
able. But this was not the case when 
Mervyn Milne was checking them for 
information. When his work took him 
to Ottawa and away from his family, 
he spent his free time in the evenings 
at the National Archives, reading the 
original census records. He soon de-
cided that rather than checking for 
a name in a sub-district – Blanshard 
Township, for example – on one vis-
it to the archives and then having to 
look a second or third time to check 
other names, it was better just to copy 
out the complete census, go home and 
arrange the names alphabetically for 
his own future reference. This must 

have taken an enormous amount of 
time and patience – the 1851 census 
for Blanshard contains 2,780 names! 
Nevertheless, he copied the census 
records of 1851, 1861, 1871 and 1881 
for St. Marys and all the adjacent 
townships and placed the alphabet-
ized names in binders for quick ref-
erence. His work was accurate, often 
better for users, even today, than the 
on-line LAC version because he was 
good at deciphering difficult 19th 
century handwriting and he did not 
make mistakes in his transcriptions. 

When Mervyn Milne retired in the 
late 1960s, he and Greta moved to 
St. Marys, building a house on James 
Street North. Retirement gave him 
more time for genealogy. The new 
house was fitted with an office for 
his desk and a drafting table to hold 
family tree charts. Along the walls 
were shelves for his binders full of 
research notes, his reference books 
and his correspondence with other 
genealogists. The Milnes had trav-
elled across Canada and interna-
tionally, logging hundreds of thou-
sands of miles to do research. From 
his St. Marys base, he continued his 
on-site research, visiting the Ontario 
Archives and the Perth County Reg-
istry Office. He arranged with some 
local churches to copy out their birth 
and marriage records. He frequent-
ly rode his bicycle downtown to the 
St. Marys Journal Argus building 
on Queen Street where he sat in an 
upstairs room reading the historic 
newspapers even before they were 
transferred to microfilm. He had 
many ambitious projects underway 
when he died in February 1983 in his 
80th year. 

Greta Milne, who had accumulated 
considerable material on her own 
relatives, continued to do genealogy 
work. As long as she was able, she 
maintained correspondence with the 
Milnes’ wide network, sharing infor-
mation. She died in September 1991. 
The Milne family generously agreed 
to have their parents’ research do-
nated where it would be most use-
ful, divided between the St. Marys 
Museum and the Stratford Perth Ar-
chives. Currently, in the Museum’s 
archives vault, there are a dozen 
heavy file boxes of the Milnes’ gene-
alogical information about families 
from this area, a rich resource for 
many research projects. The census 
index binders are upstairs in the ref-
erence area where staff and visiting 
researchers still use them regularly.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS - Mervyn and Greta Milne, Genealogists

HISTORY —
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With cooler weather in the 
evenings and busy Septem-
ber schedules, a large pot 
of boilermaker chili can be 
just the right thing to come 
home to as well as easily feed 
the family for a few days. A 
wonderful characteristic of 
chili is that it only gets bet-
ter with age (4 days sealed in 
the fridge, 6 months sealed 
in the freezer) so making a 
big batch never goes to waste 
and is nice to have on hand 
as an easy dinner option. This 
week’s recipe is packed full of 
flavour and has it all and the 
jalapeño cornbread recipe 
which follows compliments 
this dish beautifully. Let’s use 
up all the garden and season-
al bounty while we still can!

Boilermaker Tailgate Chili

Prep: 40 min Cook time: 6 

hours Serves: 12 

2 lbs lean ground beef

1 lb bulk Italian sausage

3 cans chili beans, drained 
and rinsed

1 can chili beans in a spicy 
sauce 

2 cans diced tomatoes, with 
juice (alternatively you can 
chop up your garden toma-
toes & use liquid)

1 can tomato paste

1 large onion, diced

3 stalks celery, diced

2 green peppers, ribs and 
seeds removed, diced

1 red bell pepper, ribs and 
seeds removed, diced

1 jalapeño pepper, ribs and 
seeds removed, diced

4 slices of bacon, cooked and 
crumbled

2 tbsp beef bouillon (I like the 
Knorr gel, this recipe calls for 
Better than Bouillon)

1 c beer (Stout or IPA, your 
preference)

¼ c chili powder

1 tbsp Worcestershire 

1 tbsp garlic, minced

1 tbsp dried oregano

2 tsp ground cumin 

2 tsp hot sauce

1 tsp dried basil

1 ½ tsp salt

½ tsp black pepper

¼ tsp cayenne pepper, or to 
taste

1 tsp brown sugar

Toppings:

2 c cheddar cheese, shredded

2 c Fritos or tortillas, crushed

1 c red onions, minced

Method

-In a large stock pot, over 
med-high heat, crumble and 
brown the beef and sausage. 
Drain any excess grease.

-Add chili beans, canned to-
matoes, tomato paste and stir. 
Add onion, celery, green and 
red bell peppers, jalapeño, 
crumbled bacon, bouillon and 
beer. Stir in and season with 
chili powder, Worcestershire 
sauce, garlic, oregano, cum-
in, hot sauce, basil, salt, pep-
per, cayenne and sugar. Stir 
to combine and simmer over 
low heat for 2 hours, stirring 
occasionally.

-After 2 hours, taste and ad-
just salt, black pepper, chili 
powder if necessary. The 
longer the chili simmers, the 
more flavours it will develop. 
The chili will also thicken as 
it sits overnight.

-Remove from heat and serve 
or cool. Ladle into bowls and 
serve with desired toppings.  

For the crockpot: In a large 
stockpot over med-high heat, 
heat and brown beef and sau-
sage. Drain off excess grease. 
Add the rest of the chili in-
gredients, following the sec-
ond step above, and simmer 
for 6-8 hours.

Jalapeño Cornbread 

Prep: 10 min Cook: 25 min 
Serves: 8

2 tsp oil

1 c all-purpose flour

1 c cornmeal

2 tbsp granulated sugar

1 ½ tsp baking powder

½ tsp baking soda

½ tsp salt

1 c buttermilk (can sub by 
pouring 1 tbsp vinegar or 
fresh lemon juice into a mea-
suring cup and filling with 

milk until reaching 1 c line)

½ c butter, melted

2 large eggs

1 ½ c shredded cheddar 
cheese, divided

½ c creamed style corn

2 jalapeños seeded and diced 
(optional extra slices for top)

Method

-Place oil in 9 or 10” cast iron 
skillet (or grease a 9x9” pan 
and place in oven and pre-
heat to 400®)

-In a large mixing bowl, com-
bine flour, cornmeal, sugar, 
baking powder, baking soda 
and salt.

-Add buttermilk, melted but-
ter, and eggs and mix until 
combined. Fold in 1 c cheese, 
corn and diced jalapeños.

-Remove skillet from oven 
and rotate pan so the oil gets 
to all sides or use a pastry 
brush.

-Pour batter into pan, top 
with sliced jalapeños and re-
maining ½ cheese, place in 
oven. Bake 20-25 minutes 
until a toothpick inserted into 
the middle comes out clean. 
Let cool in pan for 10 min be-
fore slicing. Enjoy

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Tucking into Cooler Nights

By Lauren Eedy

Entire genres have built their 
following on the 'musical low 
hanging fruit,' of the Broken 
Heart.

Country music and most pop 
ballads have found an end-
less market in the commiser-
ate writings of the 'sad song.'

In the human experience the 
heart is but one of the many 
ways in which we can feel 
broken.

Emotional or physical ex-
haustion will often leave us 
feeling broken, and not able 
to function at what we feel is 
our best.

We will refer to a lack of 
funds as being 'broke,' as if 
money defines our 'whole-
ness.'

     Let's examine how some of 
our favorite artists have cho-
sen to depict being 'broken,' 
in song.

In 1985, you couldn't turn on 
a radio without hearing the 
band Mister Mister. Their 
first of two back to back num-
ber ones was the ballad 'Bro-
ken Wings.'

The song was inspired by the 
book 'The Broken Wings,' by 
poet/Philosopher Kahlil Gi-
bran. The book, and the sub-
sequent song both tell the 
story of love doomed by so-
cial conventions.

The Beatles were also fans 
of Gibran's works and many 
of his teachings can be found 
within their lyrics.

A sample from 'Broken 
Wings,' was used in 2001 
for the posthumous Tupac 
Shakur song "Until The End 

Of Time," featuring Mister 
Mister lead vocalist Richard 
Page.

Canadian singer-songwrit-
er Robbie Robertson tapped 
into his native-American 
roots when he wrote 'Broken 
Arrow,' in 1987.

The phrases, 'Broken Arrow' 
and 'Bottle of Rain' (anoth-
er line in the lyrics) are in-
spired by a Native American 
expressions. Broken Arrow 
symbolizes a 'Peaceful End 
of Conflict' and a Bottle of 
Rain represents 'Good Pros-
pects/Good Fortune.'

Robertson's version peaked 
at number 35 on Billboard.

Rod Stewart covered the 
song in 1991 for his 'Vaga-
bond Heart,' album. His ver-
sion reached number 20 on 
the charts.

Scottish singer-songwriter 
Annie Lennox made her solo 
debut in 1992 with the criti-
cally acclaimed album 'Diva.' 
The album, her first without 

Eurythmics partner Dave 
Stewart, won British Album 
of the Year and received 
multiple nominations at the 
Grammys.

The second single from the 
effort, 'Walking on Broken 
Glass,' charted worldwide, 
including reaching number 
one in Canada, number 8 in 
the UK, and 14 in the US.

Lennox employs metaphors 
comparing the inability to 
function completely with a 
broken heart to walking on 
broken glass.

The video for the song is set 
in the 1800s and stars John 
Malkovich and Hugh Laurie.

Green Day's 2004 blockbust-
er, concept album, 'American 
Idiot,' produced a number of 
charting singles, including 
the song, 'Boulevard of Bro-
ken Dreams.'

Vocalist/guitarist Billie Joe 
Armstrong found his inspi-
ration for the song in two of 
renowned artist Gottfried 

Helnwein's works. The paint-
ing 'Walk Alone,' depicting 
James Dean and 'Boulevard 
Of Broken Dreams,' spoke 
to the self-imposed solitude 
Armstrong was feeling at the 
time, temporarily living in 
New York and looking for in-
spiration.

Rolling Stone's Reader's 
Choice: Singles of the Decade 
list in 2009 ranked 'Bou-
levard of Broken Dreams,' 
number 1 for the decade and 
the song was named Record 
of the Year at the 2006 Gram-
my Awards.

Rascal Flatts reveal their af-
finity for asphalt in 'Bless 
This Broken Road,' while Cat 
Stevens announces daybreak 
with 'Morning Has Broken.'

Ever the optimist, there is an 
adage about letting go of the 
past that speaks to me ; "Life 
is too short to start your day 
with broken pieces of yester-
day."

TUNED IN: Broken Wings

By Rob Edney
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David Marskell is in the 
midst of conflicting emo-
tions. The CEO of THEMU-
SEUM, the innovative muse-
um in the heart of downtown 
Kitchener, describes himself 
as both “very excited” and 
“deeply saddened.”

The reason for this welter of 
emotion? The Rolling Stones. 

You see, THEMUSEUM will 
host an unprecedented exhi-
bition about the iconic rock 
band, starting in November. 
Those with sufficient fore-
sight to get tickets have a 
chance for a unique outing 
to experience a unique exhi-
bition.

So Marskell is understand-
ably “very excited”. But on 
August 24, the announce-
ment of the death of Stones’ 
drummer Charlie Watts was 
a sad day for any fan of 
the Stones – and Marskell 
is definitely a fan. He told 
me, “Having seen the band 
20-plus times, I was deeply 
saddened at the passing of 
Charlie.”

You might think that Watts’ 
death would create an op-
portunity to promote a show 
like “The Rolling Stones/UN-
ZIPPED” but Marskell opt-
ed for another approach. He 
says, “Not wanting to connect 
our marketing to his death, I 
pulled all promotion for five 
days.” But when the show 
does open, on November 30, 
Marskell says, “His passing 
will allow the show to shine 
a light on the importance of 
the band but also of Charlie.”

UNZIPPED is the first inter-
national exhibition by and 
about the Rolling Stones. The 
show, which features hun-
dreds of original Stones ar-
tifacts and memorabilia, in-
cluding some from the band 
members’ private collections, 
opened with engagements 
in London England, the US, 
Australia and Asia, and then 
toured in Europe last year. 
The Kitchener exhibition, 
running through to February 
27, 2022, is the exclusive Ca-
nadian engagement, so fans 
of the Rolling Stones – often 
touted as the world’s great-
est rock band, and even “the 
band that built rock and roll” 
– will be flocking to THEMU-
SEUM.

"That’s not just hype,"  
Marskell told me. “We have 
sold more than $100K in 
tickets, with 60% from out-
side the [Waterloo] Region.”

If you are the sort of person 
for whom the word “museum” 
conjures up images of cob-

webs and quiet, you haven’t 
been to THEMUSEUM – and 
you certainly will have your 
preconceptions destroyed by 
UNZIPPED! The exhibition 
is described as “interactive,” 
and includes “immersive 
‘concert’ experiences.”

It’s a big deal – it’s THEMU-
SEUM’s largest show to date, 
and one that will introduce a 
plethora of new fans to the 
destination. It’s expected 
that a lot of the visitors will 
“relive the experiences of 
their youth with the exhibi-
tion, and share the catalyst 
for rock and roll with young-
er generations,” introducing 
a whole new group of young-
er fans to the iconic band, 
through this event, described 
as “a celebration of counter-
culture, recognizing the im-
pact the Rolling Stones have 
had on music, art, and other 
expressions.”

The exhibition will include 
approximately 300 original 
objects from the Stones’ per-
sonal collection, including 
original works from artists 
ranging from Andy Warhol 
to Prada to Martin Scorsese. 
Fans will visit a replica of the 
Stone’s recording studio, and 
galleries will feature vid-
eo footage, personal diaries, 
costumes, posters and album 
covers.

And Marskell and his col-
leagues opt for some typi-
cal 60’s language when they 
promise a “mind-blowing 
three-dimensional experi-

ence of a Stones concert de-
livered in multi-dimensional 
Dolby Atmos Sound."

I asked Marskell if the show 
is intended to be entertain-
ment or education. His re-
sponse, perhaps predictably, 
was “Yes!” He added, “There 
is almost 60 years of history 
going back to the roots of the 
band, all the way through to 
today. It is truly an entertain-
ment experience.” 

But Marskell suggests that 
there is a lot more going on 
here than nostalgia over a 
rock band – even if it is the 
leading rock band in history 
(which I will debate, as a life-
long devotee of the Beatles. 
But I digress, all the while 
admitting that the Stones 
are pretty darned good). 
Marskell says that although 

UNZIPPED was scheduled 
long before the pandemic hit 
us, it is coming at the right 
time for the local tourism in-
dustry. He told me, “I am very 
excited at the Festival Strat-
egy we have created and the 
huge positive economic im-
pact UNZIPPED will have to 
help reboot our local econo-
my and specifically the hos-
pitality sector.”

Not that fans of the Stones 
will have doing their bit for 
the economy at top of mind. 
No, they will simply be seek-
ing some satisfaction. And in 
this case, they will get some. 
Quite a lot, actually.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, 
or speaking engagements, 
email pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Dropping in on the legacy of the Rolling Stones

By Paul Knowles

The art and design gallery, part of UNZIPPED.

Some of the Rolling Stones' costumes included in the exhibition at THEMUSEUM.

Royal Canadian Legion
Perth Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St. Marys

Hot Dog lunch every Friday at noon

Meat Draw
Every Saturday at 5 PM

5 tickets for $5.00, good for all 20 meat prizes

50/50 draw

66 Church Street North, St. Marys

free wi-fi
free interac
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St. Marys United Church
89 Church Street South

Wednesday September 22
Tickets to be purchased ahead of time 

as it will be take out only from 4 – 6
Adults $20 | Children 12 & under $10

Tickets available from 
Shirley Porter  519-284-1496
Church office  519-284-3016

Any church members

Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages

Family Law
Estate planning

and most areas of Law
visit our new website at 

www.sherwinlaw.ca
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FROM THE GARDEN: Autumn’s Bounty

September is my favourite 
month. The weather is gener-
ally cooler, but we still have 
beautiful sunny days. Our 
gardens are displaying the 
remainer of summer blooms 
and the last of our tomatoes 
and peppers are ripening. 
Local Farmers markets are 
brimming with local produce. 
We are so blessed to be living 
in a region with such diverse 
food crops of our different 
seasons. As well this time of 
year, there is nothing better 
than a crisp mouth-watering 
bite from a freshly harvested 
apple.

The orchard would be con-
sidered a Canadian home-
stead staple. We have a long 
and proud history of grow-
ing apples. They were first 
brought over by European 
settlers in the 17th century. 
Depending on the amount 
of cleared land and the re-
gion, our ancestors would 
plant a small orchard of ap-

ples, pears and maybe plums 
for a food source in the fall 
and into the winter months 
as well as another source of 
income for the family. Ap-
ples were the most important 
fall harvest for our pioneers. 
From the early vulnerable 
varieties, they would dry and 
preserve them for a source of 
fruit for the long, cold win-
ter. The hardy later varieties 
would be kept in cold stor-
age and the spent windfalls 
would be pressed and juiced 
for cider.

The Pippin, Baldwin and 
Greening are few of the ear-
ly varieties of apples brought 
here that date back to the 
late 1600s. Another old apple 
was the Snow which too has 
a long lineage brought from 
France to southern Quebec 
in the early 1700s. This ap-
ple, named for its snow-white 
flesh, is said it may be one of 
the parents of the McIntosh 
variety.

Growing up on a century old 
farmstead just north of Lon-
don, my favourite apple from 
our little orchard was the Spy. 
This fruit was large, crisp, 
and juicy but the best part 
was, my Mum’s apple pies 
from those delicious apples. 
So good.

According to Ag Canada 2010 
stats, Ontario is the largest 

apple-producing province 
in Canada. This province’s 
major apple producing ar-
eas spread along the shores 
of Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, 
Lake Huron, Georgian Bay 
and along the northern 
shores of St. Lawrence. These 
lake areas and waterways 
help moderate temperatures 
which is ideal to grow apples. 
Close to 20 different varieties 
of apples are grown on ap-
proximately16,000 acres in 
Ontario. (www.onapples.com) 

Besides growing those good 
old favourites such as McIn-
tosh, Empire, Spy, Paula Red, 
Idared and Spartan, many 
orchards are growing variet-
ies such as Fuji, Gala, Hon-
eycrisp and Ambrosia. These 
varieties have become very 
popular and the choice for lo-
cal market goers. Various va-
rieties have their advantages 
whether for baking, sauces or 
just a crisp juicy snack.

Growing apples and other 
fruit trees in the home gar-
den can be a challenging en-
deavour as my husband and 
I have found. Apples, as most 
fruit trees, need two culti-
vars for pollination to set the 
fruit. They also need full sun 
and good well-drained soil, 
as well as it is important to 
choose the best hardy and 
disease resistant varieties for 
your area. Proper pruning is 

required in early spring – we 
are still trying to perfect that 
job. Spraying with a dormant 
oil combination to maximize 
fruit production and lessen 
disease and insect damage 
has been a great hands-on 

education in our garden. But 
location, location, location is 
the key to success. It would 
be so much easier to buy ap-
ples from our local grower 
but where is the challenge in 
that!  

By Nancy Abra
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Stop the sign vandalism 

To the editor

It is no secret that political tensions are running 
high within Canada as we approach the 2021 elec-
tion. 

Perth County is no exception, with election signs 
being stolen and vandalized everywhere. These ef-
forts have been enough to deter many from display-
ing political signs on their property in the past few 
months, but for my 86-year-old Opa, the vandals 
have presented a challenge he is willing to face. 

At first, my Opa was reluctant to put any signs up at 
all. However, my Oma wanted to support Brendan 
Knight, the new liberal candidate of our area. So, 
my Opa put up the usual, singular Liberal sign on 
the end of his driveway. When that got stolen almost 
immediately, he amped up his efforts to display his 
political party by nailing a board to a tree and fixing 
a liberal sign to the end of it. He also nailed one 
up on a hydro pole for good measure, saying that 
“the only way they could be taken down was with a 
ladder".

When those, too, were stolen, my Opa decided to re-
ally put his foot down. On September 8th, 2021, my 
Opa partnered with the father of Brendan Knight to 
ensure that his signs could not so easily be removed, 
and that vandals could be charged with trespassing 
if they dared tried removing the signs again. 

Currently, dozens of liberal signs line his field on 
road 130. Additionally, my Opa put a singular hay 
bale in the middle of his field with a liberal sign 
triumphantly staked in the top; one would have to 
run a few hundred meters and hurdle a hay bale to 
even think about touching it! 

Politics have always been very important to my Opa, 

but the lengths he has gone to are not only for the 
Liberal party of Canada. To him, the efforts of the 
vandals are troubling, and he wanted to do some-
thing in response. 

When I told him I wanted to send this story to the 
local paper, he said, “make sure it isn’t just about 
politics. Make sure they know it’s about standing up 
to the vandals, and about not allowing them to si-
lence me”. 

Regardless of your political stance, I think the sight 
of an outrageous amount of election signs on some-
one’s property is enough to make anyone smile.

Lena Taylor

***************************************************

PPC fake news

To the editor 

In the published paper dated September 9, 2021, 
you ran a very informative piece: Profiles and ques-
tions for 2021 Federal Candidates in Perth-Welling-
ton.

Politics aside, I take issue with the statement made 
by Wayne Baker, People's Party of Canada in answer 
to question number 5 regarding mask and vaccine 
mandates (for the prevention of Covid 19). He clos-
es out by saying "Ivermectin is one of a number of 
drugs proven to work."

Ivermectin has not been approved as a proven 
treatment for Covid 19 in either Canada or the US.  
In fact the American Medical Association, American 
Pharmacists Association and the American Society 
of Health - System Pharmacist called for an "Im-
mediate end" to prescribing or dispensing the drug 
for humans unless they were part of a clinical trial. 
The fact that the anti-parasitic medication is used 

as a horse dewormer and animal formulations are 
available without a prescription is very concerning 
as individuals reading Mr. Baker's false statement 
might think it wise to buy some of the drug for their 
own use. The result could be fatal.

I feel it is incumbent on the newspaper to point out 
this "fake news." For individuals looking for more 
facts and information regarding how this false news 
started spreading I would refer them to an article in 
the Washington Post dated September 10, 2021 by 
Allyson Chiu entitled "What is ivermectin, and how 
did people get the idea it can treat covid?"

Please stay safe everyone, Cindy Kimber

SUBMIT YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR TO US!
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals call Hall 
Manager Terry Heinbuch

519-273-0447

Sun. Sept. 05 - Jeremy Core, Cambridge   $50.00

Mon. Sept. 06 - Bev De Ruiter, St Pauls   $50.00

Tues. Sept. 07 - Mark Monteith, Stratford   $50.00

Wed. Sept. 08 - Bruce & Margaret Whitmore, Walton  $50.00

Thur. Sept. 09 - Paul Ruller, Stratford   $50.00

Fri. Sept. 10 - Ernie & Erna Little, St. Marys   $50.00

Sat. Sept. 11 - Dave Palmer, Tavistock   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19

RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

Solutions on page 27

SudokuSudoku

Fern Pridham

519 274 2885

Real Estate

Broker

Sponsored by:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR —
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Smarties and 

Nerds.

What two candies 

are the smartest?

Fin McCutcheon (10)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

To nominate a Pet of the Week call
The St. Marys Independent at 519-284-0041.

Our Pet of the Week is Emma, a Dachshund/
spaniel cross.  Emma will reach the incredible 
age of 18 this October.  The day we met Emma, 
her caregiver, Chloe Phillips had rigged up a 
basket on a skateboard to give Emma a ride 

which she was thoroughly enjoying.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK”

OWNER YOU HAVE WON
A GIFT CARD FROM MCPHAIL’S

See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am -5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

- Word Search -

September
Cancer 

research
Marathon of 

Hope
Virtual

One day your 
way

Walk
Run
Bike
Hike
Skate

Fundraise
Sponsor

Volunteer
Donate

TERRY FOX RUN 2021
Word List

Riddles
What did the bee say 
to the naughty bee?

"Bee-hive yourself"

What smells like red 
paint but is blue?

Blue paint.

What way do the 
cows like to go?

The milky way

Why did the 
skeleton go to the 

store?

To get some spare 
ribs.

Why are ghosts 
always hungry?

Because the food 
goes right through 

them

What did the spider 
do when he went on 

his computer?

He went on his web 
site

What do you call a 
woodpecker with no 

beak?

A head banger.

Which pillar is not 
used in a building?

A caterpillar.

What can you serve 
but never eat?

A tennis ball

An electric train is 
going north, which 

way is its smoke 
going?

Nowhere it's an 
electric train

What do babies and 
basketball players 
have in common?

They dribble.

What do bananas 
do when they get a 

sunburn?

They peel.
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Straight From the Shelves LOOKING 

BACK
Pizza always popular

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1996)

Joe Taylor of St. Marys Ford presented a cheque for $3,300 
to St. Marys Parks and Recreation last week. The money, 
raised at the 3rd annual Ford golf tournament, will be divid-
ed among minor sports groups in town.

The Save the Junction Committee is offering railway ties for 
sale this week and next at the Junction Station. See com-
mittee member Glen Millson, who will be on-site oversee-
ing work being done at the historic building. Funds raised 
through the sale of the ties go towards restoration of the 
station.

With the final addition of a railing on the porch roof, the res-
toration of one of St. Marys loveliest homes is complete. Rob 
and Sylvie Smink, owners of Lionvale, have been restoring 
the home at the corner of King and Jones Streets since they 
bought it nine years ago.

50 years ago (1971)

The popularity of pizza is evident at the Uniondale Cheese 
Factory. The factory processes over two tons of pizza cheese 
per day, six days a week.

The wallpaper needed for the completion of the town hall 
auditorium decorating scheme has now arrived. The project 
should be completed shortly.

More students than ever before found summer jobs this year 
through the Canada Manpower Centre, reports manager 
Barrie McChesnie.

The big weekend is over and for the first time in 40 years, 
the Intermediate A trophy, the oldest in ladies’ competition, 
will rest in Mayor George Ball’s bailiwick.

75 years ago (1946)

Although no tack shortage is reported by local hardware 
stores, a young “speculator” was seen rooting used tacks out 
of a downtown hydro pole and carefully putting them into a 
small box.

The paper bag shortage really bothered a pair of local ladies 
one afternoon this week. They went shopping for foodstuffs 
together and ended up with both families’ groceries packed 
together in a large cardboard carton. They managed to lug 
the big box to the waiting car, but not without some straining 
of the biceps. If there is anything that can be done to speed 
the production of more and better grocery bags, they are all 
for it.

Dr. J. E. Williams, Medical Officer of Health, has been advised 
that it will be impossible for St. Marys to secure the services 
of a Public Health Nurse for some time, probably not until 
next year, owing to the lack of nurses in the field. To meet 
this emergency, the St. Marys Graduate Nurses’ Association 
appointed two of its members to take charge of the Child 
Welfare Clinics held each Thursday afternoon in Town Hall, 
and two nurses to assist at the Immunizations Clinics at the 
schools.

100 years ago (1921)

There has been on exhibition in the window of Mr. G.A. 
Thompson’s butcher shop during the past week, a squash 
that has attracted much attention owing to its size and sym-
metry. It weighs 97 pounds and was grown in the garden of 
Mr. Luke Spearin.

The letter postage rate between Canada and other parts of 
the Empire is increasing from two cents per ounce plus a 
one cent war tax, to three cents per ounce plus a one cent 
war tax.

Mr. James Murray, 10th Concession East Nissouri, has bought 
the beautiful home of Mr. and Mrs. D. McCulloch, Queen 
Street East. The price paid is $6,000 cash. Mr. Murray has 
been a very successful farmer and is welcomed to St. Marys.

Two boxes of strawberries were picked from a garden on 
Queen Street West and brought to the Red Front Grocery on 
Thursday morning. This is very unusual for this time of year.

J. MARSHALL 
& COMPANY INC.
PARTY RENTALS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

HELP WANTED,  
FULL AND PART TIME 

WORKERS
- ONE to THREE DAYS PER WEEK,   

- ASSIST INSTALLING PARTY TENTS
UNTIL LATE NOVEMBER  
- START $20 PER HOUR, 

INCREASES IN PAY BASED 
ON DEPENDABILITY & WORK 

PERFORMANCE
CALL 519-225-2345 or EMAIL 

j.marshall@quadro.net. 

St. Marys Radio is looking for a part-time colour 
commentator for some of our broadcasts of St. Marys 
Lincolns Hockey. This is a volunteer position and 
candidates must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Candidates also must hold a valid driver's license and, 
most importantly, have a passion for hockey. Previous 
broadcast experience is an asset but not required. 

To apply, please email your resume to 
stmarysonradio@gmail.com or drop it o� at 36 Water 

Street South by Friday, September 24th.

COLUMN —

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Fall is on our doorsteps meaning that an influx of 
cooler days and coloured leaves will soon be upon 
us. Enjoy both at the same time by borrowing one of 
our kayaks! Give us a call or see us in person to book 
a three-hour time slot with one of our five kayaks. 
There are still openings between now and Septem-
ber 30th, so reserve a kayak today and enjoy the fab-
ulous offerings of fall out on the Thames River.

At the start of your booking, come to the Library 
where you will sign a waiver and provide photo ID. 
We will then give you your paddle, a boat safety kit, 
and a lifejacket (various sizes available on a first-
come, first-serve basis). You will also get a key to un-
lock a specific kayak in the Yak Shack at the Flats. 
When you’re done, lock your kayak in the correct 
space and bring all the kayak paraphernalia back to 
the Library by the end of your time slot.

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

If you had the opportunity to find your birth fam-
ily, would you take the chance? It’s a complicated 
question, loaded with emotion that’s both positive 
and negative. Throw in a substantial culture divide 
and there’s even more to consider. Nicole Chung ad-
dresses her unique experience with adoption in “All 
You Can Ever Know”. In this candid memoir, Chung 

deals with identity, worth, and more, all as she brings 
a child of her own into the world. Borrow a physi-
cal copy of “All You Can Ever Know” from the adult 
non-fiction section or access the Libby app to find 
the eBook and eAudiobook versions.

Up This Week

Friday, Sept. 17th: Outdoor Storytime (10:30am)

Saturday, Sept. 18th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Sept. 20th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Sept. 21st: Kids Trivia (4:00pm)

Wednesday, Sept. 22nd: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Thursday, Sept. 23rd: Open 10:30am-8:00pm
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PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per 
week advertise your   

business in need. 
Contact us at 519-284-0041 or email 

ads@stmarysindependent.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER

CLEANING

Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find me and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

(Jay the Barber)

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

COUNSELLING

DISPOSAL
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Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick 
& stone on custom homes as 
well as specializing in laying thin 
stone for fireplace installation 
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load

519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

HEAT/COOL

�������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������

������������
���������������������

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

519-284-0833

• Install Gas and Oil furnaces, 
 
• Service of gas & oil furnaces, 

• Install/Maintain Ductless 

 Electrical, and Navien Tankless

HEATING & COOLING
Residential | Commercial

Install gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units
Service both gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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www.cathieszmon.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

�������������
Sales Representative

Email: mccc502@rogers.com

Office: 519-284-4322
Cell: 519-301-0798
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REPAIR

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

Owen Lewis

owen-lewishavard@coldwellbanker.ca

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

TREE SERVICE

BEAVER
Bucket truck • Trimming

•  Stump Grinding •

COUNTRY STORE

MORTGAGE

REPAIR & SERVICE
������������������������������
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���������������������

SENIORS
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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YOUR AD 
GOES HERE!

CALL 
519-284-0041

STORAGE
THORNDALE 

STORAGE CITY

519-461-1050 • thorndalestoragecity@hotmail.com
www.thorndalestoragecity.com

SUDOKU

CLASSIFIED ADS

QUIZ ANSWERS

1) Margaret Thatcher

2) Twenty-four

3) Greenland

4) An alarm clock

5) France

6) Philadelphia

7) George

8) Sidney Poitier

9) Denmark

10) The Red Cross

Seeking newspaper boxes 
and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distri-
bution boxes or display stands. Please 
contact stew@granthaven.com or text 
or call 519-868-1290. Send picture of 
item(s) if possible.

Wanted to rent
Wanting to rent a house in St. Marys or 
area (preferably in country)
Call 519-284-0584

OBITUARY

McArthur
Peacefully, with family by 
his side, Donald “Kim” 
McArthur passed away on 
September 10 at the age 
of 61. Loving husband of 
Carol (Hogg) McArthur 
and cherished father of 
Cory (Renee) & Mark 
(Erin). “Grandpa” to the 
“apples of his eye” – his 8 
grandchildren – Magda-

lene, Chloe, Maryn, Henry, Ben, Jack, Everett 
& Annie. Kim also leaves behind his mom, Jane 
McArthur & his brother Shawn (Soheila) plus 
many loving sister & brothers-in-law, nieces, 
nephews, cousins & close friends. 
Predeceased by his father Donald Murray 
McArthur & his in-laws Lorne & Fern Hogg. 
Kim was a long time employee of Ellis Don 
Construction. Kim really enjoyed going to work 
& put all his heart & soul into doing a great job. 
His favourite times were those spent with his 
grandchildren. He loved camping, fishing & just 
spending time with his family & friends. Thank 
you to Dr. Gatfield & Dr. Hepburn for their care 
& compassion & also to the doctors who Kim 
met along his journey. Also, to the staff at St. 
Marys Memorial Hospital for their loving care. 
A Funeral Service was held at St. Marys Unit-
ed Church on Sept. 15, 2021 with Rev. Jenny 
Sharp officiating. Memorial donations can be 
made to St. Marys Healthcare Foundation or 
the London Regional Cancer Program through 
the London Health Sciences Foundation. Ar-
rangements with the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral 
Home, 519-284-2820. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

Alderson
Ronald “Blake” Alderson 
passed away at Strat-
ford General Hospital on 
September 10, 2021 at 
the age of 64. Beloved 
husband of 24 years to 
Virginia. Step father to 
Angie, Scott, Glen and 
Kelly. Grandfather of Mak-
enna, Destiny, Kirkland, 
Cheyenne, Hunter Chloe, 

Landon, Samantha Logan, Lucas, Maddison 
and Gracie. Great-grandfather of Daxton, Mya, 
Ezra and also survived by many nieces and 
nephews. Best bud and brother of Rob (Lyn-
del), Mary (Joe Grasso), Brenda (Larry Wal-
leyn) and Aron (Dan Bartram). Predeceased by 
his mother Fran, father Ron and step-mother 
Dorothy. Blake was a 30 year employee at Ma-
ple Leaf Foods. Thank you to the doctors and 
nurses at Stratford General Hospital ICU and 
special thanks to Dr. House from University 
Hospital for caring for Blake in the past and 
staying in touch during this difficult time. Cre-
mation to take place. A private family memorial 
will take place at a later date. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Canadian Cancer 
Society or to ta charity of choice. Arrangements 
with the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, 519-
284-2820. Online condolences at www.hodges-
funeralhome.ca. 

THANK YOU

Wilson 
We would like to extend our immense heartfelt 
gratitude and appreciation to Andrew Hodges, 
Reverend Catherine Calkin, Dr. Thomas, Dr. 
Yung, Dr. Trevail, Dr. Scheidel, Dr. Bukala, all 
of the nurses, PSW's and team at St. Marys 
Memorial Hospital, the Town of St. Marys, Julie 
at The Flower Shop and More, St. Marys and 
Area Home Support Services, Huron Perth 
Healthcare Alliance, The Independent Pharma-
cy, St. Marys Action Healthcare, The Cheese 
Shoppe, Marlene Forman, Craig Foster, family, 
friends and neighbours for all of your loving 
and compassionate care, support, prayers, 
hugs, visits, messages, phone calls, sharing 
of memories, cards, donations, floral arrange-
ments, gift cards, groceries, meals, baking, 
dog-walking, and grass-cutting throughout this 
difficult time. 
Knowing that we are surrounded by so many 
people who care, continues to be a great com-
fort to us all. 
With Love, The Family of the Late William (Bill) 
James Wilson
Nancy, Jody, Jeremy, Jackie, Sean, Nathan,   
Kiara, Tyson, Jacob, Rylan, and Aislinn

446 Queen Street West

MOVING SALE

On now
Everything selling for $1

255 Water Street South
MOVING SALE

Saturday September 18
8 AM - ?

ANNOUNCEMENT

Happy birthday!

Happy 85th Birthday Janet
Love, your family

Wanting to buy
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc
Wayne Gretzky rookie card
Highest prices paid
Free appraisals.
Call Stan anytime.
519-868-3814
stanclark99@hotmail.com 

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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YOUR VOTE MATTERS!
September 20, 2021


