
By Frank Doyle

After an absence due to the Covid pan-
demic, the Teddy Bear Reunion is back 
this coming Sunday, August 21.  This 
event, run by Marlene Forman and her 
group of helpers, is always one of the 
most attended events held in town.  The 
Reunion starts with the parade from 
the High School at 1 pm. This year’s 
event promises to have something for 
all members of the family regardless 
whether you are young or young at 
heart.  

There is a big variety of games, train 
rides, pony rides, a jumping castle and 
face painting, just to mention a few.  
There will also be the Teddy Bear Judg-
ing contests, which will include the best 
dressed Teddy, best Teddy Bear look 
alike,  Sportsman Teddy, Teddy with the 
most friends and the biggest Teddy.

The Reunion is an event that should 
not be missed and is not only guaran-
teed to be a great time for everyone but 
all proceeds go to buy bears for many 
children in different hospitals through-
out the Province.  See you on Sunday!

By Frank Doyle

With Friday, August 19 at 2 p.m. as the deadline for 
submitting the paperwork to run for elected office 
in the upcoming municipal election, as of press 
time on Tuesday there were only five candidates 
running for Council in St. Marys. The latest per-
son to submit their name was Barry Brebner who 
now joins Jim Craigmile, Rob Edney, Marg Luna 
and Tony Winter on the candidate’s list. Mayor Al 
Strathdee was the only one who put his name to 
run for Mayor. Of course there is still time to sub-
mit the paper work to run, so there still might be 
an election for Council if at least two more people 
submit the proper paperwork. 

There will be an election in Perth South, as sev-
en people have applied, with the latest one being 
Bob Wilhelm who indicated that he is running for 
Council. He had indicated earlier that he was re-
signing from Municipal political life but has obvi-
ously changed his mind now that he is running for 
Council. There also seems to be a lack of interest in 
the positions for the school boards as there is not 
more than one person running for those positions. 

We will have a complete list in next week’s Inde-
pendent for all those running for office.
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“CJ” Bear, who is the ambassador for the Teddy Bear Reunion, travels to many places all 
year but always makes it back for the big event which is being held this Sunday, August 21.  
In the above picture, “CJ” is shown visiting California, courtesy of the Smith family.

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
4.50
4.85
5.25

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 4.17 - 3 YR 4.65 - 5 YR 4.80

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

“CJ” is back!

Teddy Bear Reunion is back
www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

FRIDAY 9 & DINE
Featuring: Chicken Dinner

Music in the Valley
Featuring: Copper�eld 123
Saturday August 20th
6:30pm - 10:30 pm
Tickets on sale now for
$10 / person
Club & League members get complimentary 
entry. Thank you for your continued support!

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Wilhelm running for Council

Parade starts at 1 pm Sunday

PICKUP A GREAT TRUCK AT ALLROADS
2017 Ram 1500 SXT Crew 4x4

2017 Ram 1500 SXT Crew cab 4x4, hemi v8, boards, tow 
pkg., chrysler Gold plan ext. warranty, alum. wheels, power 

options, cruise control, boxliner, tow pkg. & much more,  
low low kms, certified with clean history

HST & licensing Extra$33,795
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Sales Representative for Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-274-2234 | Email: hjames71@live.com
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of Coldwell Banker 

A�liates of Canada

Heidi James

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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An election or not?
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $7.81
New Crop – $7.49

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $19.55
New Crop – $17.90

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $9.06
New Crop – $9.64

Sponsored by

Harmony of Friends to perform on a special stage Labour 
Day weekend

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

Enjoy a free concert by local group Harmony of Friends Friday, Sept. 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
on Trout Creek.

Whether you pull up a lawn chair or 
paddle over, the evening of Friday, 
Sept. 2 promises to be a perfect start to 
the unofficial “last weekend” of sum-
mer.

Talented local group Harmony of 
Friends will play a free concert on the 
north bank of Trout Creek, in Rotary 
Park. This natural stage will allow for 
two kinds of viewing: people can ei-
ther paddle up on their watercraft and 
listen from the river, or bring a lawn 

chair and sit on the south bank of the 
creek, which is known as Kin Park. 

The concert begins at 6:30 p.m. and 
the band will play a mix of pop favou-
rites from the 1960s to present until 
approximately 8:00 p.m. The sunset 
will make a perfect backdrop for this 
summery show!

Any cancellation due to inclement 
weather will be announced on the 
Town of St. Marys Facebook and Ins-
tagram pages. 

The first annual car wash event host-
ed by St. Marys firefighters this past 
Saturday at the fire hall brought in 
over $2,000 for charity. 

This year’s event was made possible 
by all the volunteer firefighters, who 
all donated their time under the hot 
sun, scrubbing and hosing down cars, 
as they collected donations for the 
Ronald McDonald House charity.

“It was a real steady and beauti-
ful day for it!” shared Josh Becker, a 
Lieutenant with St. Marys Fire De-
partment since 2013. “A lot of people 
came through with children that were 
very excited about it, we got to see 
lots of smiles. It’s rewarding as well 
to have all the guys working together 
for charity.”

For a donation, residents drove their 
vehicles around and through the fire 
hall for a wash between 8:00 a.m. and 
12:00p.m.

“The firefighters work hard to col-
lect donations and to ensure it goes 
towards deserving causes,” explained 
Captain Ryan Taylor. “The Associa-
tion decided to diversify the dona-
tions and give the money to Ronald 

McDonald House charity. We give 
to and support Muscular Dystrophy 
every year, but we identified this is 
a worthwhile charity as well.” In the 
past, the St. Marys Firefighter Asso-
ciation has also donated to Muscular 
Dystrophy, Salvation Army, St. Marys 
Minor Sports teams, and more.

“We try to keep the money within the 
community,” said Taylor. “We decide 
on a charity(s) that we wish to donate 
to and start our planning process to 
raise the money throughout the year. 
It has been successful in the past and 
there is no end in sight for what we 
can do for our community.”

“The charity car wash was a huge suc-
cess, and it looks like something we 
will continue with adding to the many 
fundraising efforts organized by the 
association, said Fire Chief Rich-
ard “Andy” Anderson. “I am always 
amazed by the amount of support our 
community gives the firefighters.” 

Questions about the St. Marys Fire 
Department Car Wash or any oth-
er charity events can be directed to 
randerson@town.stmarys.on.ca or 
519-284-1752.

Enjoy the last weekend of 
summer with a treat on 
Trout Creek

Vehicles in St. Marys are a 
lot cleaner due to the Fire 
Department’s First Annual 
Car wash
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Quote of the Week

‘A belated Happy Mar-a-Lago Search and Seizure Day to all 
who celebrate”. 

- George Conway, an American lawyer and conservative 
political activist

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

When baking, follow 
directions. When 

cooking, go by your 
own taste. 

The five most 
essential words 

for a healthy, vital 
relationship: “I 

apologize” and “You 
are right.” 

Everyone seems 
normal until you get 

to know them. 

When you make 
a mistake, make 

amends immediately. 
It’s easier to eat crow 
while it’s still warm.

Sponsored by:

395 Queen Street West
AUTO PARTS
RADARRADAR

36 Water St. St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
Info@stmarysindependent.com
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

A person needs 

only two tools: 

WD-40 and duct 

tape.

Another week, 

another Rogers 

outage!

By Frank Doyle

There has been much talk re-
cently about the rate of inflation 
and whether people can still af-
ford the necessities of life. 

With this year being 30 years 
since the Blue Jays won their 
first World Series we thought 
we would go back and compare 
the salaries of some players in 
the days of old and see how they 
compare with salaries of today. 

We start with 1985 which was a 
time when the Jays were trying to 
make their team better and this 
is what some of the star play-
ers were earning. All the dollar 
amounts are earnings per year. 

1985

Dave Stieb - $913,636

Doyle Alexander - $875,000

Damaso Garcia - $740,000

Lloyd Moseby - $587,500

Jim Clancy - $580,000

Buck Martinez - $356,300

George Bell - $335,000

Jesse Barfield - $325,000

Jimmy Key - $131,250

Tony Fernandez - $127,500

Tom Henke - $60,000

Next we look at what the players 
were earning in 1993 which was 

the year they won their second 
World Series. 

1993

Joe Carter - $5,550,000

Jack Morris - $5,425,000

Roberto Alomar - $4,933,333

Dave Stewart - $4,300,000

Devon White - $3,658,333

Rickey Henderson - $3,250,000

Pat Borders - $2,500,000

Tony Fernandez - $2,300,000

John Olerud - $1,562,500

Lastly we looked at what the 
players are earning today and 
the difference as compared to 
the other years is unbelievable. 

2022

George Springer - $29.66 M

Kevin Gausman - $21 M

Hyun-Jin Ryu - $20 M

Teoscar Hernandez - $10.65 M 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr - $7.9 M

And lastly, three of their big 
“stars” this year are at an early 
entry level and have not signed 
the big contracts yet. The are Jor-
dan Romano who makes $728 K, 
Bo Bichette $724 K and Alek Ma-
noah who makes $706 K

What a big difference in salaries 
in 40 years!

Baseball and the rate of 
inflation

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have 2 Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the Stratford Police 
Officer who stopped his cruiser 
at the intersection of Church and 
Station - lights flashing - to let a 
long line of little people (assume 
from a day camp) and their leaders 
cross safely. I bet you made their 
day!!

2) Bravo to the individual on Oak-
wood Court who, when learning 
that I was looking for a bicycle for a 
soon-to-arrive 4 year old boy from 
Ukraine, told me to take whichever 
one I wanted free of charge. I re-
ally appreciate your kindness and 
generosity.

We have 1 Boo this week

1) Boo to Rogers, whose customers 
had no phone or internet service 
4 times over the last 2 weeks. This 
is harmful to businesses who need 
these services to run their com-
panies. Rogers customers should 
switch to Quadro.
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Well-rounded: Parenting with Self-care
Parents - are you looking to learn some new strategies 
that promote self-care? 

Sign-up for a FREE 4-week program focusing on 
identifying harmful patterns and implementing healthy 
nutrition and lifestyle habits into your busy life. 

You will gain more insight into how you can control 
everyday stressors and take steps to become the “well-
rounded” parent you want to be!

Dates: Tuesdays, September 13 - October 4, 2022 
Time: 9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Location: Town of St. Marys EarlyON Centre

Child care is available during the program!

Details: jkurtz@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-2340, ext. 634

Pyramid Recreation Centre Youth Courses
St. John Ambulance Babysitting Course
Ages 11 to 15 will learn about topics ranging from 
changing diapers to first aid.
Date/Time: September 17, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Cost: $70

St. John Ambulance Home Alone Course
Ages 10 and up will learn skills for staying home alone.
Date/Time: September 18, 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Cost: $65

Details: townofstmarys.com/youthprograms or 519-284-2160

New Stop Signs 

The signs they are a-changin’. 

We are swapping yield signs for stop signs in several 
locations throughout the east ward. 

The new signs are being added to accommodate 
sidewalk installations and to improve safety, particularly 
in areas that have seen an increase in traffic levels.

Additional information and a list of specific locations is 
available on our website.

Details: townofstmarys.com/streetsigns or 519-284-2340, ext. 397

Melodies at the Museum

Melodies at the Museum is back!

Join us on Wednesday, August 24 at 7 PM in Cadzow 
Park for this year’s final performance, featuring 
Jazzm@x.

Admission is by donation and all proceeds support the 
St. Marys Museum.

Details: discoverstmarys.ca or 519-284-2340

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
Crier

COMMUNITY —
Windmill Car Show 
donates to Food Bank

Township of Perth 
South contributes to 
Healthcare Foundation

$2,500 was raised from the Windmill Family Campground Car Show and was do-
nated to St. Marys Salvation Army Food Bank. Pictured, from left, Barry Clarke, 
Family Services Worker, received the cheque from Car Show organizer Jim Fedyk.  
(Nancy Bickell photo)

The Township of Perth South has donated $8,000 to the St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation. Left to right are: Deputy Mayor Jim Aitcheson, Councillor Jamie 
Martin, Mayor Bob Wilhelm, Councillor Sam Corriveau, St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation Chair Cindy Bilyea, Councillor Sue Orr and Administrator-Treasur-
er-Deputy Clerk, Rebecca Clothier.  (Contributed photo)
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1) What was the first 
product with a barcode? 

2) Who directed 
the movies “Jaws”, 
“Schindler’s List” and 
“Jurassic Park”? 

3) What was the original 
name for Pepsi-Cola?  

4) What is the most common name in the world? 

5) Aboard which US warship did the Japanese 
sign their surrender in World War II?

6) What is the minimum number of points 
required to win a tennis tie break?

7) Where in the world was the first public 
library?  

8) What was the name of the theatre where US 
president Abraham Lincoln was assassinated? 

9) Which American criminal was named “Public 
enemy number one” by the FBI in the 1930’s? 

10) What do the initials FBI stand for?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Our Senior of the Week is George Cifa.  
George was born in Porto San Giorgio, 

Italy on September 26, 1942 and arrived 
in Canada on January 17, 1949.  He settled 

in St. Marys two days later.  George was 
a member of the St. Marys Lincolns 
when they won their 1st All-Ontario 

championship in 1962-63.  He has two 
children and two grandsons.

By Spencer Seymour

The Stratford and District Chamber of Commerce 
unveiled their 2022 Business Excellence Awards 
nominees and five St. Marys businesses were 
among those nominated.

Two of the businesses nominated are in the re-
tail category. Firstly, there is Hyggeligt Fabrics. The 
store, located in downtown St. Marys, is a contem-
porary quilting store with the largest collection of 
Kaffe Fassett fabrics in Canada. 

Next, Jacobs Liquidation and Auction Limited is 
the second St. Marys business nominated in the 
retail category. It's the second consecutive year 
that Jacobs Liquidation has been nominated for 
the Business Excellence Awards in the retail cat-
egory.

There are also two St. Marys nominees in the ser-
vice category, the first of which is Ashton Tire Ser-
vice. The family-owned automotive repair shop 
offers tire and wheel work as well as preventative 

maintenance and auto repairs. 

Stonetown Travel was also nominated in this cat-
egory. The travel agency that started in St. Marys 
also has an office in New Hamburg and offers a 
wide range of trip planning services, including 
cruises, family vacations, and wedding travel.

The fifth and final St. Marys nominee is part of the 
hospitality category, Sukie Lee's Restaurant. The 
downtown restaurant has been serving Chinese 
cuisine in St. Marys since 1983.

The awards will be presented at the yearly gala at 
the Arden Park Hotel on October 13th. The event 
will begin with a reception at 5:00 p.m., followed 
by a dinner at 6:00, and the awards presentation 
starting at 6:30. The keynote address will be given 
by Joani Gerber, the CEO of investStratford who 
was named the Business Leader of the Year this 
past June by the Chamber of Commerce.

Congratulations and best of luck to all of the St. 
Marys businesses nominated!

Five St. Marys businesses 
nominated for Chamber's 
Business Excellence Awards

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

1, 2, 3, WHO?

1. Collects classic cars

2. Can’t play a musical instrument, but his 
kids certainly can 

3. Has a famous relative

Answer on page 23
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COMMUNITY —

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

Melodies at the Museum

The first Melodies at the Museum was held at the Town Hall Auditorium due to 
inclement weather on August 3. A small crowd of people were entertained by this 
Musical Group called the Shananigans. Pictured, from left, Chet Greason, Aimee 
Jesso and Robbie McMaster.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

The Finally Hip. From left, Tim Smythe (Smiley) and Phil Ruthig entertained a 
very large crowd at Cadzow Park on Wednesday, August 10th. These talented mu-
sicians are from St. Marys.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

Stratford Police investigating damage to St. Marys 
fire truck
By Spencer Semyour

The Stratford Police Service has 
asked the public for any assistance in 
their investigation of an incident that 
occurred last weekend.

According to a press release by the 
police on social media, shortly after 
11:00 a.m. last Saturday, August 6th, 
members of the St. Marys Fire De-
partment were participating in wa-
ter rescue training along the Thames 
River in St. Marys.

While the training was going on, the 
truck was parked behind the car wash 
at 133 Thomas Street. When the fire-
fighters returned to the truck, they 
found that a window had been broken 
and the truck's body was dented. It's 
believed by the police that the dents 
were caused intentionally by an un-
known individual throwing rocks at 
the truck while it was unattended.

If you have any information that could 
help police identify the person(s) in-

volved, you can contact them at 519-
271-4141 or you can contact Crime 

Stoppers at 1-800-222-8377.
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COMMUNITY —
Beautiful weather conditions for Town Wide Garage Sale

The 2022 Town Wide Garage Sale on Saturday, August 13 took place under perfect 
weather conditions. It's likely that over 100 different sales were set up across the 
town. (Stewart Grant photo)

This old rotary phone was among the tens of thousands of treasures available for 
sale last Saturday during the St. Marys Town Wide Garage Sale. (Stewart Grant 
photo)

Brooklyn Good, working along with her mother Laura Good (aka "Th Crazy Glad 
Lady), had a colourful collection of gladiolus flowers for sale in north St. Marys 
on Saturday. The Crazy Glad Lady's roadside stand is set up 7 days as week at 
4667 Perth Line 20. (Stewart Grant photo)

Yard sales throughout the town contained items of interest for all ages. The event 
also provided a great opportunity to meet up with neighbours, friends and family. 
(Stewart Grant photo)

A family affair! The Vandenberk family (L-R, Diana, Laura, Mary Ann holding 
Quentin, and Teo) enjoyed a Saturday morning hosting one of the many garage 
sales across St. Marys. (Stewart Grant photo)

Everett Boyer, 4, had refreshing lemonade for sale during the Town Wide Garage 
Sale on Saturday morning. Sales were going briskly, and he was well on his way 
to saving up enough money to purchase some new Lego. (Stewart Grant photo)
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COMMUNITY —

*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Some terms and conditions may apply.

LUXURY PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995
LOW KMS

2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$65,995
LOW KMS

7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Cadillac CT4 Sport

$54,995
LOW KMS
12,197 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Dodge Durango GT

$58,995
LOW KMS

9,174 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Mojave

$67,995
LOW KMS
12,395 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995
LOW KMS
15,000 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$49,995
LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Mojave 

$67,995
LOW KMS
12,096 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 

$63,995
LOW KMS

5,919 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Ram 1500 Sport

$54,995
LOW KMS
49,495 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995
LOW KMS

9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 BMW 2 Series

$52,995
LOW KMS

3,531 km

228i xDrive Gran 
Coupe 
All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995
LOW KMS

6,068 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995
LOW KMS
12,652 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Lexus RX 350

$63,995
LOW KMS

3,278 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Jeep Grand Cherokee Summit 

$56,995
LOW KMS
44,374 km

All-Wheel Drive

2020 Lexus NX

$49,995
LOW KMS

6,273 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Lexus IS 300 F SPORT 1 

$56,995
LOW KMS

5,695 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$55,995
LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00; Sunday closed. 
SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00; Saturday & Sunday closed.

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2019 Ford Explorer XLT

$44,995
LOW KMS
51,392 km

All-Wheel Drive

A pair of birthday celebrations

Ruth Fusick celebrated her 100th Birthday on August 14th at Kingsway Lodge. 
She has 3 children which included a set of twins. Ruth spent most of her life living 
in Stratford. She had a wonderful day celebrating with her children and grand-
children.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

Maureen Forman celebrated her 101st birthday on August 10th with her fam-
ily in attendance. Maureen is a mother of 5 children, many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She has spent most of her life living on a farm outside of St. 
Marys and has contributed her longevity to hard work helping on the farm and 
raising her children.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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SPORTS —
McLellan, Farrish capture Ontario mixed pairs title
St. Marys duo will now compete at Canadian lawn bowling championships in Windsor in mid-September
By Pat Payton

COBOURG - Larry McLellan and 
Sharon Farrish are off to the Canadi-
an mixed pairs lawn bowling cham-
pionships next month.

The Parks Lawn Bowling Club mem-
bers, representing District 4, went 
undefeated in four rounds at the On-
tario mixed pairs finals here at the 
Cobourg Lawn Bowling Club on the 
Aug. 6-7 weekend.

Sixteen pairs teams, representing 16 
districts in the province, competed in 
the modified, double-knockout for-
mat. Games consisted of 18 ends.

The St. Marys duo defeated Chesley 
21-12 in their opening game. Chesley 
was representing District 8. In their 
second game, McLellan and Farrish 
defeated Belleville 19-12. Belleville 
was representing District 15.

The St. Marys pair defeated Lam-
beth, from District 2, by an 18-14 
margin in their third game. In the 
final, McLellan and Farrish defeated 
Georgetown 19-15. Georgetown was 
representing District 9.

"In our game against Lambeth, we 
were only up two points coming 
home," McLellan noted. "And in the 
gold-medal game against George-
town, we were only up one coming 
home. They were both close games."

McLellan and Farrish played well as 
a team in Cobourg, he reported.

"We played as a team," McLellan 
said. "We've played together for quite 
a few years now, and we know each 
other quite well and what we can do.

"This is the sixth time we've been to 

the All-Ontario finals. We got to the 
final a couple of times in the past, but 
lost."

The 2022 Canadian mixed pairs tour-
nament is being hosted by the Wind-

sor Lawn Bowling Club, Sept. 14-
18. McLellan expects "even tougher 
competition" at the upcoming na-
tionals.

Notes:

–For winning this year's Provincial 
mixed pairs title, McLellan and Far-
rish received a plaque, gold medals, 
Ontario jackets and polo shirts, and a 
sum of money.

–St. Marys resident McLellan has 
been president of the Parks Lawn 
Bowling Club for the past six years. 
Farrish, a London resident, has been 
a member of the local lawn bowling 
club for six years.

–McLellan and Farrish qualified to 
compete in the provincial mixed 
pairs final by winning their district 
tournament in St. Marys on July 23.

–Temperatures were "very hot" at 
the provincials in Cobourg.

–In 2018, McLellan took silver at the 
Ontario mixed pairs championships 
and placed fifth in the nationals in 
B.C., but he didn't have Farrish as his 
partner that year.

–McLellan and Farrish have both 
been to the nationals nine times, 
competing in mixed pairs and other 
events. Larry has won two bronze 
medals, while Sharon has earned two 
silver and a bronze. "I'm still looking 
for the gold," she said with a laugh.

Provincial champions! Larry McLellan and Sharon Farrish recently captured the 
2022 Ontario mixed pairs title in Cobourg, going undefeated. The Parks Lawn 
Bowling Club members will now represent the province at the Canadian champi-
onships in Windsor, Sept. 14-18.  (Payton photo)

Delmar's Weekly Specials
 

25 South Service Rd. St. Marys (519 349 3022)

 
norpac breakfast sausage

$5.99/lb
MORE FEATURES & SPECIAL BUYS

 Local Large White Eggs $4.49/dozen
TCF Marinated Chicken Thighs $23.00/5lb bag

Value Beef Burgers $4.99/4 x 6oz
 

 PRICES IN EFFECT  Aug 19 -25,  2022 
Senior Discount  Day Aug 18WEEKDAYS 9-6

WEEKENDS 10-5
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SPORTS —
K-W Optimists slow pitch tournament returns in Kirkton
Winners established in three divisions; funds raised for Kirkton pool

KIRKTON - It was a weekend for 
getting back to normal and giving 
back to the community as the Kirk-
ton-Woodham Optimists' mixed slow 
pitch tournament resumed after a 
two-year hiatus.

The Kirkton community park sprang 
to life on the Aug. 6-7 weekend, with 
12 mixed teams taking part. After 
the dust settled on round-robin play 
Saturday, the stage was set for the 
semi-finals and finals on Sunday.

There was nothing but 'kids' in one 
of the 'C' division semi-finals as the 
Kometz Kidz got past the K-W Kids, 
10-7. In the other semi-final, Joe Buck 
Yourself defeated Muff 'N Men 13-6.

In the final, Joe Buck Yourself led 8-4 
midway through, but the Kometz Kidz 
bats got busy in the fifth and they 
grabbed a 10-8 lead. After the regula-

tion seven innings of play, the teams 
were deadlocked at 12 runs apiece 
and went to an extra inning. In the 
bottom of the eighth, the JBYs got a 
runner on base and then in dramat-
ic fashion, claimed the 'C' title with 
a walk-off home run by team leader 
Nathan 'Tater' Howe. One of the most 
exciting 'C' finals ever!

In 'B' division semi-final action, the 
Drunken Leprechauns must not have 
been drunk at all as they handily de-
feated Basic Pitches 16-3. The other 
side of the 'B' division had the Mighty 
Oaks topping Blue Steel 25-14.

In the final, the Mighty Oaks got down 
to business early, scoring 11 runs in 
the first inning. They maintained the 
lead, racking up another 11 runs. The 
Drunken Leprechauns had no lucky 
charms this time and the Mighty Oaks 
emerged the 'B' champs with a score 

of 22-5.

Long-time friendly rivals the Terrible 
T's and RB's Gang met in 'A' division 
semi-final play. It was the T's turn to 
come out on top this year with a 27-16 
win. In the other 'A' semi, The Squad 
took care of the Redneck Mafia 25-6.

The 'A' division final looked all too 
familiar as the Squad and the Ter-
rible T's were in the same scenario 
back in 2019. The Squad were the de-
fending champs. Would they be able 
to do it again? They led handily after 
four innings by a score of 10-3. The 
temperature was hot, but unfortu-
nately the Terrible T's bats were not. 
The Squad added another nine runs 
to maintain their 'A' division crown, 
taking it 19-3.

Funds raised annually for Kirkton 
pool

More importantly, everyone had fun, 
no one got heat stroke, community 
spirit was rekindled and funds were 
raised for the Kirkton pool. Thanks 
to Pam Benoit and all her helpers for 
running the food booth.

The Optimists are also grateful for 
the generosity of teams who donated 
prize money back, such as The Squad, 
the Terrible T's and the Mighty Oaks 
and the teams who donated by using 
prize money for bar tickets. As al-
ways, the tournament couldn't take 
place without the help of the Opti-
mists members who volunteered as 
umpires and bartenders, so thanks to 
all who helped.

A round of applause, too, for the 
'behind the scenes' organizers and 
grounds crew as well. You know who 
you are. Hope to see you all in 2023!

The Squad rolled to a convincing win over the Terrible T's in the 'A' division final 
in Kirkton. Twelve teams competed in the K-W Optimists' mixed slow pitch tourney, 
which resumed on the Aug. 6-7 weekend after a two-year hiatus.  (Contributed)

Members of the Terrible T's congratulate teammate Scott Thomson after he belted 
a long three-run homer in game Saturday against Joe Buck Yourself. The Thomson 
family team reached the 'A' division final Sunday in Kirkton.  (Payton photo)

Jr. B Lincolns' pre-season schedule starts this weekend
GOJHL also announces exhibition game for Sept. 22
By Pat Payton

St. Marys Lincolns have scheduled 
four exhibition games – two against 
both the Cambridge Redhawks and 
Stratford Warriors of the Midwestern 
Conference.

Lincs play their first pre-season 
game this Sunday, Aug. 21 against 
Cambridge at Hespeler Memorial 
Arena, starting at 6:30 p.m., and then 
host the Redhawks on Saturday, Aug. 
27 at the Stratford Rotary Complex 

at 1:30 p.m.

Lincolns are also scheduled to play 
the Warriors twice (both at the Ro-
tary Complex) on Sunday, Aug. 28 at 
4:30 p.m. and Friday, Sept. 2 at 7:30 
p.m.

Lincs kicked off their main training 
camp this past Sunday in Stratford. 
They skate again at the Rotary Com-
plex on Wednesday, Aug. 17 from 9 to 
10 p.m.

GOJHL news

The Greater Ontario Junior Hockey 
League (GOJHL) and the Brock Bad-
gers announced last week that an 
exhibition game will be played be-
tween the university men's hockey 
team and a 20-player all-star team 
comprised of 2002-born players from 
the GOJHL.

The game will take place on Thurs-
day, Sept. 22 at the Badgers new 
home rink, the Walker Sports and 

Abilities Centre at Canada Games 
Park in Thorold, starting at 6 p.m.

GOJHL players will be provided with 
a first-hand view of the Badgers' fa-
cilities as well as the calibre of play 
in the OUA and U SPORTS. The event 
will also be a kick-off to the GOJHL's 
Showcase Weekend, beginning the 
following day in nearby Pelham and 
running through Sunday, Sept. 25 
where all 25 GOJHL teams will play 
two regular-season games.
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SPORTS —
St. Marys minor soccer teams having strong seasons

U18 Storm girls battle Ignite to hard-fought 0-0 tie

By Pat Payton

Several St. Marys minor soccer teams 
are having strong seasons in the El-
gin-Middlesex League this summer.

The U14 Storm girls have posted an 
8-1-0 won-tied-loss record to date – 
good for 25 points in the Tier 3 stand-
ings. The team, coached by Mark Muir 
and Jess Chateauvert, is just two points 
behind the front-running London 
Whitecaps. The second-place Storm 
has allowed only five goals against–a 
league low–in nine E-M games. 

The squad also has three of the top 
scorers in the division. Charlotte Rich-
ardson has scored 12 times, while 
Maddie Monisit-Brown has 11 goals 
and Alanna Savile eight.

The U14 girls, sponsored by Social 31 
Restaurant, have a couple of E-M home 
games ahead. They host St. Columban 
Shamrocks on Tuesday, Aug. 23 and 
Ilderton Ignite on Wednesday, Aug. 24.

The U14 Storm boys also sit in second 
place in their Tier 3 standings with a 
5-1-3 won-tied-loss record. Everyone 
is chasing a powerful St. Columban 
squad which has a perfect 10-0 record.

Coached by Karen Brinke and Tom 
Redman, the Storm is sponsored by 
Soliel Food Services. Owen Maxwell 
leads the team in scoring with 10 goals.

The U14 boys host first-place Colum-

ban this Friday, Aug. 19 at Solis Fields 
at 7 p.m.

The U16 girls, sponsored by Stonetown 
Travel, currently sit in second place in 

the Tier 3 standings with a 6-1-3 won-
tied-loss record.

Coached by Nathan Brown and Gord 
Aitken, the Storm has handed first-

place Taxandria (9-0-1) its lone league 
loss to date. Striker Sydney Grant, 
with 10 goals, is one of the top scorers 
in the division, while Maddie Monis-
it-Brown has six tallies.

The U16 girls host London Whitecaps 
this Thursday, Aug. 18 at Solis Fields 
at 7 p.m.

Play in Tier 2 division

The U16 Storm boys are competing in 
the Elgin-Middlesex League's Tier 2 
Division and currently have a 4-6 re-
cord. They sit in seventh place in the 
11-team grouping.

Leading scorers for the Quadro Com-
munications-sponsored team are 
Carson Brock with eight goals and 
Grayson Ropchan with six.

Coached by Alex Zulu and Sam Triem-
stra, the U16 boys host St. Thomas on 
Friday, Aug. 26 at the DCVI field at 6:30 
p.m.

The U18 Storm girls team is presently 
in second place in their division with 
a 4-3-2 won-tied-loss record. Audrey 
Littlejohn leads the team with four 
goals, and steady goalkeeper Matt 
Luyten has collected three shutouts.

Coached by Sheila Murphy and spon-
sored by the Kirkton and St. Marys 
Veterinary clinics, the U18 girls host 
Dorchester on Wednesday, Aug. 31 at 
6:30 p.m.

The U16 Storm girls team, sponsored by Stonetown Travel, have a good season in 
the Elgin-Middlesex Soccer League. Coached by Nathan Brown and Gord Aitken, 
the Storm sits in second place in the Tier 3 standings with a 6-1-3 won-tied-loss 
record. Sydney Grant, with 10 goals, is one of the top scorers in the division. The 
U16 girls are back in action this Thursday, Aug. 18 when they host London White-
caps at Solis Fields at 7 p.m.  (Contributed)

Bella Aarts, of the U18 Storm girls, battles for the ball in the midfield during an 
Elgin-Middlesex League soccer game against Ilderton Ignite last Wednesday night 
at the DCVI field. In the background is teammate Ava Ansley.  (Payton photo)

With a strong boot, Eve Greig of St. Marys moves the ball up field against the Ilder-
ton Ignite last Wednesday night at the DCVI field. In front of a large crowd, Matt 
Luyten picked up his third league shutout in a hard-fought 0-0 tie.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —

JOHN LIND 
Senior Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

Tel: (519) 650-7250 |   John.Lind@ig.ca

Trademarks, including IG Wealth Management, are owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
© Investors Group Inc. 2019   RET2103MA_E (11/2019)

At IG Wealth Management, we believe in 
retirement planning that goes beyond RRSPs. 
With an IG Living Plan™ your retirement goals are 
synchronized with your whole financial picture.

Let’s review your retirement goals today.

Are you on track  
to achieve your  
retirement goals?

St. Marys boys reach championship football games
Danny and Nathan Switzer and Trevor Aarts were members of Forest City Thunderbird teams this summer

By Pat Payton

LONDON - Three St. Marys boys had 
a successful 2022 season in the Forest 
City Thunderbirds football program.

Danny Switzer, 14, played defensive 
back with the Thunderbirds' Bantam 
team, while his older brother Na-
than, 17, was a coach with the Ban-
tam squad. Nathan Switzer started 
the season as a wide receiver with 
the Forest City U18 Varsity team, but 
broke his collarbone during training 
camp in the spring. He then joined 
the Bantams' coaching staff to stay 

involved.

Trevor Aarts, 15, was a defensive end 
with the Thunderbirds' Junior Varsity 
team.

Forest City plays in the Ontario Sum-
mer Football League in the 'AA' Di-
vision. Thunderbirds play city teams 
from across southwestern Ontario. 
The regular season runs from early 
May to late July, with playoffs after-
wards.

Two teams advance to final

The Thunderbirds' Bantam (U14) and 

Junior Varsity (U16) teams recent-
ly advanced to their league finals. In 
the first two rounds of playoffs, the 
Bantams defeated Peel Region Pan-
thers 24-18, then edged the Sarnia 
Sturgeons 7-6 in the semi-finals. The 
Thunderbirds faced the top-ranked 
Guelph Jr. Gryphons for the champi-
onship on Saturday, Aug. 6 at West-
ern University Stadium. Forest City 
played well, but dropped a 34-20 de-
cision to Guelph.

Aarts and the Junior Varsity squad, 

meanwhile, received a playoff bye, 
then edged the Toronto Jr. Argos 24-
23 in the semi-finals and came up 
against the Waterloo Predators in the 
championship game on Friday, Aug. 5. 
It was also played at Western. 

The Thunderbirds defeated Waterloo 
40-35 to capture the league title.

Note: The Forest City football pro-
gram started in 2000, and a couple of 
alumni have gone on to play profes-
sionally.

Brothers Nathan, left, and Danny Switzer, of St. Marys, pose for a photo following 
the Bantam Thunderbirds' game against Guelph Gryphons on Aug. 6 at Western. 
Nathan was a member of the Bantams' coaching staff, and Danny was a defensive 
back with the team.  (Contributed)

Trevor Aarts, of St. Marys, poses for a photo with the championship banner fol-
lowing the Junior Varsity final game on Aug. 5 at Western. The Thunderbirds de-
feated Waterloo 40-35 to capture the league title. Aarts played defensive end for 
the Forest City team.  (Contributed)
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SPORTS —
Sport shorts – Foran golf tourney goes to a shootout

By Pat Payton

The 2nd annual Len Foran Memorial golf tourna-
ment last Thursday at St. Marys G&CC went to a 
shootout to establish an overall winner.

Two teams finished the four-person Scramble for-
mat with sizzling 15-under-par scores of 57, includ-
ing the local foursome of Rick Fifield, his son Kel-
len, Jamie Hodgins and Dave Lay.

A shootout was required on the par 3 No. 7 hole to 
determine a winner. The team of Jim Arhens, Noah 
Arhens, Helen Arhens and Jon Galbraith had the 
closest tee-shot to the pin and were declared the 
tourney winners.

A total of 22 teams (88 golfers) competed in the tour-
nament, which is named after the smooth-swinging 
Foran who was a golf teacher at St. Marys G&CC 
and a long-time Ryder Cup veteran. He always 
went out of his way to give golfers valuable tips. 
The London resident died Nov. 20, 2020 after a cou-
rageous battle with cancer.

JUGGERNAUTS HALT SKID, DEFEAT ST. 
COLUMBAN 2-1 AT HOME

St. Marys Juggernauts stopped a four-game losing 
skid with a 2-1 WOSL victory over the St. Columban 
'A' squad last Thursday night at the DCVI field.

Scoring for the Juggernauts were Braiden Weston 
and Demari Brown. It was Brown's fourth goal of 
the season. The win improves St. Marys' Second 

Division record to 3-6-3.

Juggernauts' final regular-season game is this Fri-
day in Tillsonburg, starting at 8:30 p.m.

ANOTHER ACE FOR MILLS, THIS TIME IN P.E.I.

Bob Mills, of St. Marys, recently notched his second 
hole-in-one of the season.

His first ace came at the St. Marys golf club (No. 2) 
in early June. His second one came at the Green 
Gables Golf Club in Cavendish while on a recent 
vacation in P.E.I. He aced the par 3, No. 8 hole, from 
160 yards away, using a 5 iron.

Lefty Mills now has five hole-in-ones in his golfing 
career, including three at St. Marys G&CC.

WAUGH, TAVISTOCK WIN NATIONAL U20 
FASTBALL TITLE

NAPANEE - The Tavistock Athletics lost just one 
game as they captured the national U20 fastball ti-
tle here recently.

Aaron Waugh, of St. Marys, is a member of the Ath-
letics, who are coached by Jeff Roth.

Tavistock defeated the host Express 8-3 in the 
championship game Aug. 7, erasing an early 2-0 
deficit with six straight runs. Waugh had a single 
and double and drove in three runs for the A's.

Tavistock went 6-1 in the round-robin, with its only 
loss coming against Napanee.

Eight U20 teams competed in the week-long tour-
nament, including four from Ontario. There were 
also two teams from Saskatchewan as well as en-
tries from Quebec and Nova Scotia.

Ed Parkinson, left, and Jeremy Foran pose for a photo 
before the 2nd annual Len Foran Memorial golf tour-
nament last Thursday at St. Marys G&CC.  (Payton 
photo)

Joe Amelia follows his shot over the trees from the 
No. 10 tee-blocks last Thursday. Twenty-two teams 
competed in the 2nd annual Len Foran Memorial golf 
tourney.  (Payton photo)

During a recent vacation in P.E.I., St. Marys G&CC 
member Bob Mills aced the No. 8 hole at Green Ga-
bles Golf Club. It's the fifth hole-in-one for Mills in 
his golfing career.  (Payton photo)

Teddy Bear Reunion

Sunday August 21, 2022

WE ARE BACK!

COME AND JOIN US 
FOR A DAY OF FUN

PARADE STARTS 
AT HIGH SCHOOL 

AT 1PM 
- Teddy Bear Judging
- Best dressed Teddy

- Teddy Bear look alike
- Sportsman Teddy

- Teddy with most friends
- Biggest Teddy

GAMES | TRAIN RIDE | BOAT RIDE
PONY RIDES | FACE PAINTING

JUMPING CASTLE 

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT PAT PAYTON
CALL 519-284-0108 OR EMAIL PATRICKMPAYTON@GMAIL.COM
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STRATFORD KIA

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jay 
Pinch

Financial Services

Michael
Tranchemontagne

Parts Manager

Amanda 
Brancati

Sales Consultant

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Tom 
Litto

Sales Consultant

We are ready to serve you

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Stinger 2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00; Sunday closed. 
SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00; Saturday & Sunday closed.

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Pictured are, back row L-R Allie Humphries, Hailey Bar-
ton, Alex Centeno, Tushar Patel (co-owner); front row, Pri-
yank Shah (co-owner) and Margo Norman.  (Contributed 
photo)

COMMUNITY —

By Nancy Abra

A couple of months ago, 
owner Brad Richardson 
announced that he made 
a difficult decision to close 
Sassy’s. He started as an in-
dependent pizza shop and 
bakery years ago which has 
morphed into carrying a 
wide variety of food prod-
ucts and take-out menu. 
The community of Thorn-
dale was devastated when 
the word spread their be-
loved Sassy’s was closing.

But Sassy’s wasn’t closed 
for long. Priyank Shah and 
his partner, Tushar Patel 
came forward and Sassy’s 
is back in business.

Shah said, “Brad gave us 
his special recipes so the 
in-house products such 
as donuts, breads, cookies, 
tarts, and muffins will be 

the same. We also be car-
rying basically the same 
products. We are also keep-
ing the name” 

Shah added that they be-
lieve in local, and the 
freezers are stocked with 
meats from area farmers. 
He is also looking forward 
to carrying fresh produce 
from area market farmers. 

Shah remarked, “a few 
years ago I use to live in 
Thorndale, actually across 
the street from Brad. And 
I am looking forward in 
bringing my family back to 
live here again. The people 
of this community are so 
welcoming and supportive,” 
he added. “I am so happy 
and excited to be part of 
this wonderful community.”

Yes, Sassy’s is back!

Thorndale… Sassy’s is back!
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Doctor Poet

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

This week’s photograph shows Dr. 
Thomas Sparks and his family posing 
at the front entrance to their beau-
tiful home at 236 Jones Street East. 
Dr. Sparks is perched on the railing. 
His wife, Carrie, is standing on the 
porch. From the left are the Sparks 
children: Mary, Dr. George Lindsay 
Sparks, Eugenia (known as Birdie,) 
Isabel (known as Tottie) on the chair, 
and Barbara, sitting on the steps at 
the right. The photograph was taken 
shortly before the outbreak of World 
War I. 

From the 1890s through the first two 
decades of the 20th century, a sur-
prising number of people, including 
several members of the Sparks fam-
ily, wrote poetry. Many also wanted to 
share their verses and to be published 
whenever possible. Possibly this was 
because there was more exposure 
to poetry than there is today. People 
were closer in time to the great Brit-
ish poets of the 18th and 19th century, 
such as Wordsworth, Browning and 
Tennyson. The study of their works 
was a major part of the Ontario school 
curriculum and memorizing vari-
ous poems was standard practice. Of 
course, every high school student was 
well-acquainted with Shakespeare. 

Dr. Thomas Sparks had a life-long 
affinity for verse. He was born on 
December 21, 1845, in Berwickshire, 
Scotland and, although his family im-
migrated to Canada when he was just 
three years old, he was proud of his 
heritage. He shared his first name 
with the 13th century prophetic poet, 
Thomas the Rhymer, whose home, 
Ercildoune, was near Thomas Sparks’ 
own birth place. He felt a kinship 
with the Scots poet and named his 
home on Jones Street “Ercildoune” in 
his honour. Dr. Sparks aspired to be 
“Thomas the Rhymer of St. Marys.”

But the path towards the leisure re-
quired to earn this recognition was 
not an easy one. By 1852, when the 
census was taken, the Sparks family 
had settled in Blenheim Township, 
Oxford County, where Thomas’s par-
ents, William and Isabella, were own-
ers of a 100 acre farm. Thomas, age 
seven, was the youngest in the family 
but already doing his share of farm 
chores along with his older siblings. 
Years later, he wrote a poem, “The Old 
Log House,” recalling those early days. 
It was published, not only in the St. 
Marys Journal but also used as an in-
troduction to William Johnston’s first 
history book “The Pioneers of Blan-

shard.” It was the perfect expression 
of nostalgia for the early days of set-
tlement that Johnston hoped to con-
vey with his sketches. The first of its 
18 four-line stanzas reads: “Rickety, 
shingleless, old and gray, / Scathed by 
the storms of many a day, / In a way-
side spot where the wild weeds grow, 
/ Stands the old log cabin of long ago.” 

By the 1861 census, the Sparks family 
had left their log cabin and had been 
able to move into a frame house. Isa-
bella Sparks, now 50 years of age, had 
a small granddaughter to care for, a 
one-year-old, also named Isabella. 
Her youngest son, Thomas, was a good 
student, not afraid of hard work and 
bound for university. Ten years later, 
by the 1871 census, now 25 years old, 
he had earned his qualifications as a 
doctor of medicine and set up a prac-
tice in Lakeside, East Nissouri Town-
ship. In 1869, Thomas married Euge-
nia Bartley of Woodstock. His mother, 
now a widow, and his niece, Isabella, 
lived with the young married couple. 
In 1874, Thomas and Eugenia had a 
baby girl, who was named Eugenia 
after her mother. But Eugenia, the 
baby’s mother, did not survive. Soon 
after, Thomas’s mother also died, age 
77. In June 1877, Thomas, now 31, was 
married again to Sarah Horsman, age 
21, of East Nissouri. By the 1881 cen-
sus, the Sparks household included 
Thomas and Sarah, 19 year old Isa-
bella, and seven year old Eugenia.

But again, tragedy struck the little 
family. Thomas’s niece, Isabella, who 
had been left motherless when she 
was a baby and was perhaps never 
very strong, died, age 21, in June 1881. 
A few months later, in January 1882, 
Sarah, his second wife, died, leaving 
Thomas alone with the care of his lit-
tle daughter. In November 1883, he 
married for the third time. His bride 
was 22-year-old Caroline (or Carrie) 
Douglas Shaw, also from Nissouri 
Township. By 1891, as well as Thomas 
and Caroline and 17 year old Euge-
nia (who had acquired the nickname 
Birdie,) there were three more Sparks 
children: Lindsay, Barbara and one 
more Isabel, a nine-month old baby. 
In 1892, the Sparks family moved to 
St. Marys where Dr. Sparks opened a 
practice. Eugenia married in 1896 and 
moved to Hamilton with her husband 
but, in 1894, a final daughter complet-
ed the family. Mary Douglas Sparks 
was born on December 22, 1894 – a 
day after her father’s 49th birthday. 
And Mary too, as she grew older, 
wrote poetry.

In St. Marys, the Sparks family were 
in their element, especially after 1905 
when they moved into the house in 
the photograph at 236 Jones Street 
East. They were engaged in commu-
nity activities especially those associ-
ated with Knox Presbyterian Church. 
They loved to entertain and were gra-
cious hosts. Dr. Sparks enjoyed the 
company of people with similar in-

terests, such as William Johnston, Dr. 
Andrew Knox and their minister, the 
Reverend Alexander Grant. And he 
had time to write his poetry. He cre-
ated some light-hearted verses on the 
occasion of his friend William John-
ston’s second marriage to Margaret 
Oliver in 1906: “To William Johnston, 
Now on His Wedding Trip in Old Scot-
land.” The 11th and final stanza reads: 
“And in your wanderings up and 
down / Upon the dear ‘old sod’ / Don’t 
quite forget the old Stone Town, / Nor 
yet the River Road.” When Alexander 
Grant died in May 1907 at the age of 
70, Dr. Sparks wrote a eulogistic poem 
about the loss of this beloved minis-
ter: “Lines to the Memory of One,” 
perhaps his most admired poem. 

But this comfortable world of dinner 
parties and outdoor gatherings with 
family and friends on sunny after-
noons fell apart with the outbreak of 
World War I. The Sparks family, like 
all Canadians, were affected. Isabel 
Sparks’ fiancé, Dr. William Evans, 
who was serving in France with the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, was killed 
in August 1916. Isabel, a gifted musi-
cian, left St. Marys to study nursing at 
Toronto General Hospital. In October 
1916, Lindsay Sparks, Thomas’s only 
son, a doctor like his father, who had 
opened a practice near Barrie, enlist-
ed for overseas service with the Ca-
nadian Army Medical Corps, eventu-
ally being posted to Siberia. 

Thomas Sparks had other family con-
cerns as well. Another daughter, Bar-
bara, married Dr. John Wallace Baird 
in September 1914. Born on a farm 
near Motherwell and a member of a 
long-time area family, Baird had stud-
ied medicine, specializing in psychol-
ogy and earning great acclaim. At the 
time of his marriage, he was direc-
tor of the prestigious psychology re-
search laboratory at Clark University 
in Massachusetts. But he was 18 years 
older than Barbara and suffered from 
chronic ill health. Their marriage 
would have been an additional source 
of anxiety for Dr. Sparks.    

The world he knew and loved was 
vanishing and his family was dispers-
ing. Thomas Sparks died on April 10, 
1917. He was greatly mourned and lo-
cal newspapers were filled with trib-
utes. The Journal reported: “The fu-
neral was a very large one, the many 
friends from near and far paying their 
last tribute of affection to one who for 
so many years occupied such a prom-
inent place in the community.”

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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$500
GAS

CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
LOW KILOMETRES

2019 Chevrolet Colorado LT 4X4
29,797 kms. P2260Z

$38,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
ONE OWNER

2019 Chevrolet Colorado Z71 4X4
59,277 kms., P2259Z

$45,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2020 Chevrolet Colorado LT 4x4
56,920 kms, P2240Z

$41,999+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2021 Chevrolet Silverado Trail Boss 4X4
29,720 kms., P2161Z

$52,495+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT 4X4
47,488 kms., P2250Z

$38,999+HST

$500
GAS CARD

LOW KILOMETRES

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 4X4
12,141 kms., P2185Z

$47,999+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD 4X4
47,251 kms., G33474A
$53,588+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2018 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HD LTZ

BUY NOW AND
BEAT THE 2023
PRICE INCREASE

AND THE LUXURY TAX

73,233 kms., G33500AB
$77,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2019 Ford F-150 XLT 4X4
114,985 kms., G33478A
$38,449+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2021 GMC Canyon AT4 4X4
8,625 kms., Lease return, P2225
$49,495+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2018 Ford F-150 XLT
78,267 kms., G33316A
$40,999+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2021 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 4X4
30,293 kms., G33485A
$69,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2021 GMC Sierra Denali 4X4
22,007 kms., P2217

$82,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
ONE OWNER

2021 GMC Sierra Denali 4X4
34,693 kms., P2205Z

$68,895+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2020 GMC Sierra Denali 4X4
42,600 kms., P2182Z

$62,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2021 GMC Sierra Denali 4X4
21,790 kms., P2170Z

$73,495+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
ONE OWNER

2017 RAM 1500 SLT 4X4
96,551 kms., G33557B

$28,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2019 RAM 1500 REBEL Sport 4X4
83,000 kms., G33607A
$47,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2016 Nissan Titan XD Pro4X Diesel
64,121 kms., P2218

$44,999+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2019 RAM 1500 Classic 4X4
57,062 kms., G33537A
$36,749+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
ONE OWNER

2022 GMC Sierra 3500 SLE
16,984 kms., G33601A
$82,495+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2017 GMC Sierra 1500 4X4
167,231 kms., P2263A

$29,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2020 GMC Sierra 1500 4X4
62,789 kms., P2184Z

$42,495+HST

LEASE FOR 
$287

Bi-Weekly 48 mos.
$2,868 Down 
INCLUDES TAX

LEASE FOR 
$339

Bi-Weekly 48 mos.
$3,220 Down
INCLUDES TAX

LEASE FOR 
$398

Bi-Weekly 48 mos.
$4,679 Down
INCLUDES TAX

LEASE FOR 
$370

Bi-Weekly 48  mos.
$3,451 Down
INCLUDES TAX

LEASE FOR 
$574

Bi-Weekly 48 mos.
$3,155 Down
INCLUDES TAX

$500
GAS CARD

LOW KILOMETRES

2016 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 4X4
95,050 kms., G33591A
$34,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

2020 GMC Sierra 1500 4X4
56,821 kms., G33539B

$58,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE 4X4
82,304 kms., G33544A
$36,999+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2019 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE 4X4
85,854 kms., P2198A

$38,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS

2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE 4X4
54,943 kms., P2249Z

$39,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
ONE OWNER

LOW KILOMETRES

2021 GMC Sierra Elevation Edition 4X4
22,740 kms., P2274

CALL FOR
PRICING

$500
GAS CARD

2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 4X4
105,495 kms., P2246A

$59,795+HST

$500
GAS CARD

NO ACCIDENTS
ONE OWNER

2020 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 4X4
60,139 kms., Lease return, P2264
$59,995+HST

$500
GAS CARD

ST. MARYS GM TRUCK HEADQUARTERS HAS MORE TRUCKS!

$500GAS CARD
AT NO CHARGE

WITH ANY PRE-OWNED TRUCK PURCHASE BEFORE AUGUST 31

449 Queen St. W.
(519) 284-3310
stmarysgm.com

Lease offers above based on 7.99% APR, 24,000 km per year. Residual value P2184Z $24,500 / P2225 $28,000 / P2161Z $24,000 / G33474A $32,000 / P2170Z $36,000.
Payments include all taxes.

NO ACCIDENTS
NO ACCIDENTS

LOW KILOMETRESNO ACCIDENTS

NO ACCIDENTS
LOW KILOMETRES

ONE OWNERNO ACCIDENTS

SPECIAL LEASE OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW ON MANY IN-STOCK USED VEHICLES

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE: First Hand Experience
By James Miller

On April 27th, my wife Ali and I noticed a family in 
need of housing on the Middlesex Helps Ukraine 
FB site. The post stated that Julia, 26, was 34 weeks 
pregnant and in need of emergency accommoda-
tion as her window to fly was closing. Julia and her 
toddler had their visas but her husband Mohamad, 
34, was still waiting for his documentation.

After much consideration, we decided to help this 
family, moved by the desperate situation beyond 
their control. We immediately started collecting do-
nations from family and friends as far as Abu Dha-
bi.  With the help of Ali’s mom, we worked tirelessly 
setting up a bedroom for Julia and a playroom for 
Yamilla.

May 2nd, as we drove to Toronto, we fought back a 
waves of tears. The reality of what we were doing 
set in.  After a long wait at the airport, we found 
a very tired Julia and Yamilla and brought them 
home. The next morning, I fetched a “Canadian 
breakfast” thinking Yamilla would be excited by my 
favourite, Timbits, but she was more interested in 
her new cache of toys.  "Man, come play! Sit down!" 
she insisted (as translated by Mom). Ali made a fort 
under the coffee table and the two of them crawled 
in and played.

Two weeks flew by with trips to Service Ontario, 
Service Canada, the bank, doctors and midwife. We 
learned that Julia was actually 37-38 weeks preg-
nant and worried that Mohamed might not make it 
to Canada in time. Staying in regular contact with 

Dad who was in Germany waiting, we all kept our 
fingers crossed. Julia warned her unborn baby to 
stay put until Daddy arrived.

Mohamad arrived May 15th and at 2am 9 days later, 
I received a text message from Ali that read "We’re 
having a baby!”. I’ll leave out exactly how fast I 
drove home and then back into London to get Mom 
and Dad to Victoria Hospital.  12 hours later Luna 
was born – perhaps the first Ukrainian baby born 
under the circumstances.

Mohamad and Julia were finally able to breathe a 
sigh of relief.  Safe and together, they were ready to 

rebuild their lives in Canada.

Recently, the couple announced they had been of-
fered a home of their own. The news brought mixed 
emotions as Julia, Mohamed, Yamilla and Luna 
have quickly become a part of our family, but we 
couldn't be happier for them.

When Ali and I decided to help a family in need, 
we had no idea we’d be matched with this unique 
situation, but both believe it was exactly what was 
meant to happen. We have found ourselves blessed 
to be part of a large, caring community, and are ex-
tremely grateful.

A special thank you to Richard Hone and VJ Knut-
son for their support and guidance; to Ali's mom, 
Karen, for helping with preparations and expert 
babysitting skills;  to my mom, Brenda, our retired 
nurse extraordinaire, for navigating our health care 
system and getting Julia set up with a family doc-
tor, and for arranging an entire houseful of baby 
and toddler supplies and clothes.  A huge thank you 
to Karen Pugh, who stepped in and organized do-
nations from the staff at the Upper Thames River 
Conservation Authority. Lastly, to our neighbours 
and now friends, Bonnie and Chuck Forron, who 
inspired us to embark on this journey by hosting 
Ukrainian guests of their own.

To everyone who has supported Mohamed, Julia, 
Yamilla, Luna, Ali and I, we thank you - together 
we have all made a miracle happen.

KURAIDORI SELECT 

NOW 70% OFF! 

FINAL SALE. 
WHILE STOCK LASTS. 

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

STEVE NICHOLSON
PHONE: 519-275-0779

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
PHONE: 519-275-0779

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
PHONE: 519-275-0779

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
PHONE: 519-275-0779

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Sudoku

Id: 105944

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

6 8 2 9
5 2 9 3
9 6 5

7 5
4 6 1

1 6 2
5

7 3 4
1 2 8

Solution
6 7 8 2 5 3 9 1 4

4 5 2 7 9 1 6 3 8

3 9 1 4 6 8 5 2 7

2 3 9 8 7 6 4 5 1

5 4 6 1 3 2 7 8 9

1 8 7 5 4 9 3 6 2

8 6 4 9 1 5 2 7 3

7 2 3 6 8 4 1 9 5

9 1 5 3 2 7 8 4 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

COLUMN —

Elimination Draw tickets are now 
available at the bar

FROM THE GARDEN: Magical night garden

To visit a garden at night with 
colourful illuminated trees 
and paths on a warm summer 
evening is a fabulous magical 
experience.

My first visit to Whistling 
Gardens was nine years ago. 
I recall that I was quite taken 
back. Owner Darren Hiem-
becker had a vision when 
he purchased this acreage, a 
former cornfield just outside 
Wilsonville in Norfolk Coun-
ty for his garden. And this 
garden has not disappointed 
its visitors ever since. 

Hiembecker created a dis-
tinctive conifer garden 
amongst meandering paths. 
The design, textures, pruning 
and depth of hues in this gar-
den area adds to the interest 
and uniqueness.  There are 
some specimens in the col-
lection which are the only 
ones growing in the country. 
This garden area comprises 
of over 1,500 different vari-

eties of conifers, one of the 
largest public collections in 
the world.

At Whistling Gardens, there 
are approximately 8,000 pe-
rennials of various variet-
ies and specimens, blooming 
from early Spring to late Fall. 
The Iris collection has great-
ly expanded over the years 
to roughly 400 varieties and 
species that can be found in 
nearly every area throughout 
this 22-acre site.

Whistling Gardens is also 
well known for their exten-
sive collection of peonies. 
Initially over 600 varieties 
were donated to Whistling 
Gardens in the fall of 2013. 
Since then, the collection has 
grown to approximately 1,300 
varieties, including tree peo-
nies. It is the largest public 
collection in North America 
and one of the largest in the 
world. A visit from renowned 
peony breeder Dr. Feng, a 
peony tree breeder from the 
Beijing Botanical gardens 
called the collection on his 
visit to Whistling Gardens 
one of the most impressive 
and comprehensive collec-
tions he has ever seen. After 
the peony season ends, then 
there are thousands of lil-
ies that come into their glo-
ry, blooming throughout the 
site, well into August. (https://

whistlinggardens.ca/) 

Part of Heimbecker’s vision 
was to include a couple of 
ponds and a fountain feature. 
His water amphitheatre was 
inspired by the 1634 design 
at the Palace of Versailles in 
France. This area has over 
100 water jets on three 27m 
staircases and stage. Music 
has been specially written for 
the fountain program. Heim-
becker, with a passion for 
music, works with state-of-
the-art digital technology in 
his home studio composing, 
editing, and mixing music. 
He uses the latest in comput-
er technology choregraphing 
the six-minute fountain pro-
gram, which runs twice daily 
and three times on both Sat-
urday and Sunday through-
out the summer.

Whistling Gardens has been 
on my ‘Year of the Garden’ 
wish list to visit for months. 
Recently I was thrilled to 
get the opportunity to attend 
the Hiembeckers’ inaugural 
showing of their ‘Festival of 
Fountains and Night Garden' 
in celebration of their 10th 
anniversary. Local dignitaries, 
family, friends, and horticul-
tural colleagues and guests 
were invited to witness this 
new 30 minute program. 

As darkness falls the an-
ticipation mounted for this 

special showing. The 110 
fountains, illuminated with 
custom built multi-function-
al lighting, lasers and special 
effects come alive, graciously 
dancing, and swaying to mag-
nificent orchestral music. The 
magic of music, lights and 
water was an emotional and 
exciting experience. It was 
spectacular.  Bravo maestro 
Darren Heimbecker. This was 

a garden experience I will not 
forget for a long time.

For more information, check 
out https://www.todocanada.
ca/head-to-whistling-gar-
dens-in-southern-ontar-
io-for-illuminated-night-fes-
tival-of-fountains/ for a 
unique experience of the 
’Festival of Fountains, Night 
Garden’ at Whistling Gar-
dens.

By Nancy Abra
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It’s been a long time coming. 
But it’s worth the wait.

The newest feature at the Ni-
agara Falls Power Station, The 
Tunnel, opened earlier this 
summer. It may sound a bit 
mundane – visitors walk along 
a long, underground tunnel to 
an open air platform but it is 
anything but boring.

The tunnel, which stretches 
2,200 feet (670 meters), once 
carried the water that pow-
ered the generators at the 
power station back to the Ni-
agara River, immediately be-
low the Horseshoe Falls. To-
day, it is a pathway to sensory 
delight as visitors descend 
180 feet by elevator, walk 
down the high, arched tunnel 
and emerge into a spectacular 
view of the Falls.

It’s so breathtaking that after 
taking in the view for a while, 
it’s entertaining to watch 
the faces of people as they 
emerge from the tunnel and 
are gobsmacked by the scene 
before them.

Construction of the Power 
Station was begun in 1901, 
completed in 1904, and the 
facility began generating 
electrical power in 1905. The 

plant was expanded in 1913 
and continued to add gener-
ators (finally totaling 11) by 
1924.

It continued to produce power 
for more than a century until 
2006 when the plant was de-
commissioned and replaced 
by more modern power gen-
erating plants further down-
stream. This left a significant 
building sitting empty on the 
shores of the Niagara River, a 
short walk above the Horse-
shoe Falls.

The powers that be recog-
nized that this was an asset 
to be preserved and turned 
it over to the Niagara Parks 
Commission in 2009. But 
while they wanted it pre-
served, they weren’t at all 
sure what that meant.

It wasn’t like the Commission 
wasn’t already pretty busy. 
The Niagara Parks Commis-
sion owns 3,500 acres and 
56 kilometers of land along 
the Niagara Corridor which 
includes a wide variety of at-
tractions from botanical gar-
dens to golf courses to the 
iconic floral clock.

So it took a while for plans 
for the Power Station to come 
together. Kim Viney, who is 
Senior Director of Business 
Development at the Niagara 
Parks Commission, told me 
that the physical reconstruc-
tion of the Power Station to 
outfit it as a visitor attraction 
began in the fall of 2019. She 
has been co-leader of the 
project since that time.

She says the project evolved, 
even after 2019. Today, visi-
tors can tour the Power Sta-
tion during the day, getting up 
close and personal with gen-

erators and other artifacts, 
travel the tunnel, and return 
at night for the state-of-the-
art “Currents” sound and light 
experience. (Best deal for vis-
itors is the $46 all-inclusive 
admission.)

Even after work started in 
2019 the tunnel was not nec-
essarily part of the plan. Kim 
told me, “that evolved” after a 
consultant hired to optimize 
the attraction recommended 
that the tunnel be opened to 
visitors and the viewing plat-
form be added. You can watch 
an intriguing, time-lapse vid-
eo of the construction of the 
tunnel on the main level of 
the Power station.

The multi-media night-time 
show, “Currents” was devel-
oped by a Montreal company 
as “a whole different way to 
experience” the Power Sta-
tion.

Every element of the Power 
Station is interesting. “Cur-
rents” may appeal most to 
people with an affection for 
performance art, while a tour 
of the mechanical elements 
of the place pushes the but-
tons of the more mechan-
ically-minded. The Tunnel 
though will delight all comers 
– there is plenty of informa-
tion about the construction 
project at stations along your 
walk while the majestic beau-
ty at the end of the tunnel is 
astounding.

Kim Viney has 
lived with the 
project, day 
and night, for 
two years and 
three months 
– she was very 
specific in her 

math – and while she says that 
there are still some details to 
come at the Power Station, it 
was “a huge relief” when the 
Tunnel opened. “Watching 
the guests engage in the new 
space in the tunnels is very, 
very gratifying.”

Gratifying for Kim; exhilarat-
ing for the visitors.

I’ve stood above the Falls 
on many occasions over the 
years, in awe of the sheer 
power on display. But I found 
a different perspective stand-
ing on the open-air platform, 
taking in that same show of 
power from below, but also 
getting up close and intense 
with the river as it continues 
downstream.

We also visited the White 
Water Walk, another Niagara 
Parks feature that again in-
volves an elevator ride down 
to riverside where a board-
walk provides the opportu-
nity to walk along the raging 
river as it roars through the 
rapids between the Falls and 
the Whirlpool. The White Wa-
ter Walk is a great addition to 
any visit to the Power Station. 
In fact, the Niagara Parks 
Commission offers a won-
derful menu of attractions for 
any visitor to the Falls. Check 
them out at niagaraparks.com.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The Niagara River, as seen from the White Water Walk.

The dramatic scene as you reach the end of the 2,200-foot tunnel.  
All photos by Paul Knowles

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Brand-new attraction offers an astonishing view of Niagara Falls

By Paul Knowles
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LOOKING
BACK

Canadian Tire expands
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

Canadian Tire has unveiled a plan to move into the 
SAAN location. The new store will have 8,700 square feet 
of space; over three times the size of their existing store.

Velma Von Euw has an 8’2” lily growing in her flower bed.

Scott Lindsay finished second in the Sportsman Feature 
last Friday at Delaware Speedway Park. He unofficially 
leads D.J. Kensington of St. Thomas by 28 points in the 
overall standings.

50 years ago (1972)

The residents of Westover Park had a whole busload of 
visitors for lunch on Saturday when 47 students from 
Quebec, including many other students from a St. Thom-
as secondary school, called there. The students also visit-
ed Stratford and the Festival Theatre during the day.

Bobby Stubbs, a 12-year-old from Mississauga, was a 
very thrilled and tired boy after spending a week in his 
mother’s hometown and taking part in the Walter Tk-
aczuk Hockey School.

After four years of wading through assorted regula-
tions, the development of the Sparling subdivision ap-
pears close to a reality. Word is that installation of below 
ground services could begin within a month.

75 years ago (1947)

The high temperatures have been hard on the mink. 
Most ranchers count on losing the occasional animal at 
this season.

The completion of the filling and leveling of the grounds 
about the thirty-five new Wartime Houses is expected 
this weekend. A bulldozer and several men have been 
busy at this work all week.

What appears to be a contest to grow the tallest weeds is 
in full swing at the Wartime Housing subdivision. Other 
weed patches are noticeable in some downtown property 
backyards where burdocks are several feet in height.

To a cat and her six newly born kittens, home is home, 
even if it is under the sidewalk grating at the Royal Ed-
ward Hotel. The mother cat’s regular home is the Great 
Star Flour Mills, but she now insists on the unorthodox 
abode in the cellar opening.

100 years ago (1922)

Mrs. Jos. Martin of the South Ward stepped on a pebble 
passing the new block in course of erection on Queen 
Street on Friday last and her instep turning, she was 
thrown to the sidewalk so forcibly that her shoulder was 
dislocated.

If you are a prospective buyer of a new car, it will inter-
est you to see Max Muir, the Paige dealer in this district, 
and get the new reduced prices on Jewett and Paige cars. 
These cars have an enviable reputation for endurance 
and flexibility as well as speed and reserve power with 
a low upkeep. Compare their prices with those of other 
makes.

The St. Marys Cemetery never presented a finer appear-
ance than at the present time and the credit for its ap-
pearance this year and all other years is due to the care 
and indefatigable labours of superintendent Wm. Barrett 
who is always on the job.

Possibly never before did the ratepayers of St. Marys 
make such a hearty response to the first call for taxes 
as they did this year. At the close of the last day for the 
payment of the first half year’s taxes, Mr. William Billings, 
collector, had taken in a sum of $65,000 out of the entire 
$88,000 due at the end of the year.

COLUMN —

10% off all McCully's BBQ Sauce

Store Hours in August

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily 10 -5; Saturdays 9 – 5

Local Beans, beets, carrots, slicing cucumbers, new potatoes, peas 
and zucchini.  We also have local peaches, plums, and raspberries.  

Pickling cucumbers are now available to order. McCully's Sweet Corn 
will be available at the store and at the Aarden Farms stand on #19, 

just south of Uniondale.

Local Summer Produce

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety of 
meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, beef stew and 

Shephard's Pie. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep 
Fast & Simple

1, 2, 3, WHO?

Doug is a St. Marys boy through and through. He’s 
a graduate of DCVI and has lived here all his life.

Somewhere along the way, Doug got interested in 
classic cars. He now has 6 of them, a particular fa-
vourite being a 1956 Chevrolet.  So it’s no surprise 
that he landed a job as technician with St. Marys 
Ford, something he has been doing for 29 years.

Another one of his passions has been raising his 
two sons, Jared and Jacob. He can’t play a lick on 
any instruments, but his sons certainly can. Both of 
them are accomplish musicians. They are currently 
playing in a group called Flywheel.

And, of course, the last name should give away 
who his famous cousin is. We haven’t confirmed yet 
whether he buys Tim Biebs or Biebs Brew. 

If you have a suggestion for a future “1, 2, 3 Who” 
personality, send an email to info@stmarysinde-
pendent.com

DOUG BIEBER

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

The Summer Program is coming to an end, which 
means it’s almost time to see who our lucky grand 
prize winners of the Nintendo Switch Lites will be! 
If you’ve been logging your reading all summer, 
you’ll have plenty of tickets to put toward the draw. 
If you haven’t already submitted your tickets, it’s 
not too late! Log into Beanstack and click on the 
reading challenge you’re enrolled in. On the next 
page, click on “Ticket Drawings” and then the pic-
ture of the Nintendo Switch Lite. In the window 
that pops up, submit all your outstanding tickets. 
Tune in to our Facebook page at 10:00am on August 
26th for the grand prize draw!

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

The final week of the Summer Program is next 
week, and the theme is Around the World! Explore 
the globe through history and pre-history with The 
DK’s “History of the World”. This impressive vol-

ume is filled with timelines, cross-sections, photos, 
and artifacts, covering major topics spanning 570 
million years ago to the end of the 20th century. Let 
this engaging book be your guide to our amazing 
home. Find “History of the World” in our children’s 
non-fiction section.

Up This Week

Friday, Aug. 19th: Storytime (9:30am), Funday Fri-
day: Kids Yoga with the Yoga Chapple (10:00am), 
Movies in the Park: Sing 2 (Dusk)

Saturday, Aug. 20th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Aug. 22nd: Crafty Kids (10:30am-12:00pm), 
Club SMPL (1:30pm-3:00pm)

Tuesday, Aug. 23rd: Reading Help (10:00am-
12:30pm), Trivia (3:00pm)

Wednesday, Aug. 24th: STEAM Club (10:30am-
12:00pm), All Hands-On Tech (1:30pm-3:00pm)

Thursday, Aug. 25th: Spice Club (11:00am)

Straight from the Shelves

Open Saturday mornings, 8 a.m. until 12 
noon at Milt Dunnell Field (The Flats)  

Peaches and green and yellow beans available!
Thank you to our 2022 sponsor the Perth/Oxford Local of the National Farmers Union.
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Lunch and 

dinner

What 2 things can 

you never eat for 

breakfast?

George McKay (2) 
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Our Pet of the Week is Dasher, a Border 
Collie/Blue Heeler cross. Dasher, who 

will be 13 years old on August 25th, loves 
walks, car rides & treats from Stonetown 

Coffee. Owners are Lynn & Marco Aquilina.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK” OWNER YOU HAVE WON 

A TREAT BAG FROM MCPHAIL’S
See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

Now offering nail trims for 
dogs cats and small animals.
Call 519 - 284-4000 to make 

an appointment

- Word Search -

Sedition

Treason

Espionage

Records removal

Election 
interference

Obstruction

Defamation

Perjury

Bribery

Conspiracy

Tax fraud

Insurance fraud

Sexual 
misconduct

POSSIBLE TRUMP CRIMES (PARTIAL LIST)

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Chartered Professional Accountant 

Junior Staff Accountant
Daryl McClure & Co CPA Professional Corporation is a 
public accounting firm located in the lovely town of St. 
Marys.

We are seeking a junior staff accountant to prepare 
working papers for compilation engagements, as well as 
personal / corporate tax returns, bookkeeping, payroll, 
and T4’s and 5’s, and liaise with CRA on client matters. 
And as well, our in-house accounting and payroll, and 
back up our receptionist/admin staff. 

Knowledge of Caseware, Simply Accounting, Quick-
books, Excel, and knowledge of tax preparation software 
are required.

Ideally the individual will have at least 4 years of public 
accounting experience, and completion of a 2 year 
College level program, but we would be willing to train 
the right person with an accounting background for this 
permanent role.  The successful individual will be 
detail-oriented, personable, professional, self-motivated, 
and dedicated to our clients, and be able to work both 
independently and as part of a team.  This is a full-time 
junior accountant position that is expected to work long 
hours in our 5 month busy season, and a little more 
flexible for the rest of the year.  We have Friday’s off from 
July 1 to September 30, and the rest of the year we work 
until 12:30 Fridays, except during our busy season.

Please forward your resume with salary expectations 
to: success@mcclureandco.com

We thank you for your interest, but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.  No phone calls please.
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HELP WANTED

We are in search for a competent energetic  
electrician with a positive attitude. Candidates  
applying should be eager to deliver a  
customer-focused service, willing to learn and  
adapt to grow within our organization, goal  
oriented, team player, effective interpersonal  
skills, dependable and organized.

We are a family run business for almost  
20 years. We offer competitive wages,  
benefits and a pension plan.

Please submit your resume to  
andyf@formanelectric.com. 

•  Residential - Commercial - Agricultural - Industrial
•  Competent in troubleshooting various electrical issues
•  Clean driving record
•  Able to be part of a 6 week on-call rotation

EXPERIENCED  
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

heating & cooling

Stratford Police Service
We currently have openings for the following position: 

Please refer to the City of Stratford website at www.strat-
fordcanada.ca for details of the duties for this position, 
minimum qualifications, and application submission 
process.

Completed application packages for this Part Time Digital 
Disclosure Clerk position will be accepted until Septem-
ber 2, 2022 at 2:00pm. 

Please mail or deliver completed applications to Stratford 
Police Service, 17 George Street West, Box 21041, 
Stratford, ON N5A 7V4.  

We thank all applicants for their interest; however 
only those selected for testing will be contacted. 

No phone calls please. 
Applications will not be accepted via facsimile.

PART TIME DIGITAL DISCLOSURE 
CLERK

Position: General Labour-Weigh Up
Day Shift (7-330) or 

Afternoon Shift (3-1130)
Key Responsibilities:
· Preparing ingredients and ensuring correct weighing for required recipe
· Ensure preparation processes are followed for recipes and complete all 
production and other reports
· Participate in the measurement and/or weigh-up of ingredients
· Follows all sanitation and quality policies and procedures, and reports any 
deficiencies to the QA Manager, Operations Manager or Vice President of 
Operations
· Performs other duties as assigned and follows company procedures

Qualifications & Experience: 
· University Degree
· 2-3 years industrial experience required
· Ability to work in a fast paced environment and is accountable for his actions
· Experienced at analyzing process data and equipment performance data to 
improve quality, throughput, and troubleshoot
· Must be able to stand, walk, kneel and bend required for virtually the entire 
shift. Occasionally required to climb or balance.  Frequently lift and/or move up 
to 22 kg and occasionally lift and/or move more than 34 kg

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Please apply by submitting a resume and cover letter to: 

malmost@delmarfoods.ca

HELP WANTED:

Part time warehouse assistant, 
Approx 3 days a week

• Very competitive wages
• Shipping and receiving, warehouse and 

equipment maintenance.
• Some heavy lifting involved (50 lbs)

• Must be able to work independently, without 
supervision.

Send resume to: sales@dfkequipment.com or call 519-777-7827

Position: Quality Control Technician 
– NOC B (2211)

Afternoon Shift (3pm - 1130pm)
Key Responsibilities:
· Conducts online production checks to ensure compliance to specification of 
in-process and finished product
· Verifies the correct ingredients, labels and packaging materials are being used 
for the production of each product at the start of shift and ongoing throughout 
production
· Take appropriate corrective action when product fails to meet the required 
specifications - ingredients, packaging materials and finished products
· Performs other Quality tasks as assigned

Education: College and/or University is mandatory, preferably with an 
emphasis in food science
Experience: 2-5 years' experience in quality control or assurance in food 
industry
Personality: Strong and assertive, respectful, able to make decisions on food 
safety & quality requirements. Personable, team player understands human 
resources, organized, results driven.

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Please apply by submitting a resume and cover letter to: 

malmost@delmarfoods.ca

Position: General Labour
Day (7am-330pm) or Afternoon Shift 

(3pm-1130pm)
Key Responsibilities:
· Primarily packaging line tasks, such as feeding containers, packing into cases, 
attaching case labels and placing cases on pallets
· Assure that all products are made to the highest standard of quality
Plant tasks as delegated by filler operator and/or production supervisor
· Must be able to work in cold and refrigerated conditions and stand/walk for 
long periods of time
· Must be willing to be cross-trained and move to other areas when needed.

Education: Minimum high school or College education
Personality: Must be able to follow direction, punctual, hard-working, must 
be willing to be available when needed for production, agreeable.

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Please apply by submitting a resume and cover letter to: 

malmost@delmarfoods.ca

Position: Maintenance Millwright
Delmar Foods has an immediate opening available for a Millwright 
with electrical abilities. Day Shift (7am -330pm)
Key Responsibilities:
· Performs routine work assignments in the following disciplines; electrical, 
welding, fabricating, plumbing
· Install maintain, troubleshoot, and repairing stationary industrial machinery 
and mechanical equipment
· Inspect and examine machinery and equipment to detect and fix irregularities 
and malfunctions
· Provide support in facility related projects and preventative maintenance tasks
Additional duties as assigned

Qualifications:
· Post Secondary Certificate or equivalent
· Ability to communicate effectively through oral and written communication
· Strong preventative maintenance and troubleshooting ability
· Ability to work overtime and weekend as needed to complete all assigned 
tasks/duties

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Please apply by submitting a resume and cover letter to: 

malmost@delmarfoods.ca

Position: Fork Lift Operator - Days 
(7am-330pm) or Afternoon 

(3pm-1130pm)
Key Responsibilities:
· Coordinates outgoing orders
· Assembles products to fill orders
· Maintains Good Manufacturing Practices in the area
· In charge of associated paperwork
· General Labour activities when asked

Education: Minimum high school or College education
Skills: Forklift (stand-up mandatory), Pump trucks, etc

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Please apply by submitting a resume and cover letter to: 

malmost@delmarfoods.ca

Starting as low as $35 
per week run your 

Help Wanted ad here!
Contact info@stmarysindependent.com 

or call 519-284-0041
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THANK YOU

Pardy
The family of the late Scott Pardy would like to 
thank all those who came to visit, sent food and 
flowers or donated to his girls.
We are truly grateful you helped us going through 
the agony of his death. 
We would also like to thank Andrew Hodges Funer-
al Home for all their help and understanding
Gord, Lonnie, Tammy and girls. 

THANK YOU
Windmill Family Campground thanks the following 
businesses for donating door prizes for the very 
successful Car Show.
St. Marys Buick GMC, Ashton Tire, Canadian Tire, 
Canada Cart, Dowler Karn, Dave Versteegh Auto 
Repairs, Hitching Post, Home Hardware, Ideal Pipe 
(ADS), Napa Auto Parts, Marziali Garage, Radar 
Auto Parts, St. Marys Ford, Thorndale Farm Sup-
ply, Stratford Farm Equip (London) 
Thanks to everyone for supporting us. – Jim Fedyk 

IN MEMORIAM

Henderson
LOVED FOREVER AND ALWAYS

MICHAEL HENDERSON
Feb. 04, 2000 – Aug. 16, 2018

Four years have come 
and gone but the fact still 
remains the same that we 
can’t have you here with 
us in person. We know 
you are watching over all 
of us. You are missed as 
much today as the day 
you were taken from us.
Those we love don’t go 
away; they walk beside 
us every day.

We love and miss you so much Michael.
Love Mom, Armond and Eric 

IN MEMORIAM

Wilson
In memory of William "Bill" James Wilson

August 10, 1938 - August 19, 2021
We Miss ...

Your laughter,
Your warm embrace,

Your words of wisdom,
Your smiling face

The guidance you gave,
The knowledge you shared,
The love that you showed,
All the ways that you cared.

Loving Husband, Father and Grandad too
Everyday in our thoughts and in our hearts

We Miss You!
Nancy, Jody, Jackie

and Families

IN MEMORIAM

Abel
In loving memory of my sister “Sylvia” who I lost 4 
years ago, August 15, 2018
Just a thought of sweet remembrance
Just a memory sad and true
Just the love and sweet devotion
Of one who thinks of you.

Remembering you always.
Your sister Phyllis and brother-in-law Ken

IN MEMORIAM

Taylor
In memory of a loving wife, mother and grand-
mother, Sue, who passed away on August 18, 
2002.
When someone you love
becomes a memory
the memory becomes a treasure.

Loved and remembered always by
Ken, Paul and Anne, Jeff and Leslie

and your loving grandchildren. 

CELEBRATION

Ulch
The family of Ron Ulch would like 
to invite those who knew Ron to a 
celebration of his life on Sunday, 
Sept. 4th between 1 – 3 pm at 
the home of Dave & Linda Ulch, 
583564 Hamilton Road, Ingersoll. 
Please feel welcome to come and 
give your respects to the family 
and share some memories.
Rain or shine.

CELEBRATION

Pickel

Celebrating their 65th Wedding Anniversary! 
George Pickel of Wellburn and Dorothy Henderson of 
Transvaal married at St. Marys United Church on August 
17, 1957. They successfully built their life together in West 
Nissouri with faith, family and farming as the foundation. 
Their immediate family includes Bruce and Jane (Elliott) 
Pickel and daughters Larissa and Victoria of Wellburn and 
Tom and Joan (Pickel) Byng of Chatham. The early years, 
they farmed sugar beets and Dorothy taught in neighbour-
ing one-room schools. They also farmed crops of grain, 
corn and beans and added a herd of dairy cattle. 
Through the years, George and Dorothy contributed greatly 
to the community through their church activities, 4H, the 
Home & School association, Women's Institute, local fairs 
and antique tractor shows. The couple continue to live on 
the family farm, contributing to the crops of the season, 
tending the garden, enjoying country drives and watching a 
good ballgame on television. Well wishes only please. 

IN MEMORIAM

Henderson

Michael Anthony, son of Diane Henderson and 
Tony Wilhelm. Born February 4, 2000. Died August 
16, 2018 in Fredericton, New Brunswick in a con-
struction accident. 
Life goes on, but we recall the love, the voice, the smile, 
of the one we loved so dear.
For every joy that passes, something beautiful remains.
Your light is still aglow with the happy memories you left
We never forget someone who gave us so much to re-
member
Our ache is endless, but our memories are full of smiles
Wherever a beautiful soul has been 
There is a trail of joyous thoughts and comfort.
Keep sending your “Butterfly Kisses” on our cheeks.
Today, as every day, we remember our young man
loving son, precious grandson and a great cousin.

Grama Bessie and family. 

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & Saturday. Call for time and place. 1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, September 13 at 6:30 pm

St. James Anglican Church, Fellowship Hall

65 Church Street South, St. Marys

Everyone WelcomeEveryone Welcome

St. Marys Community PlayersSt. Marys Community Players

OBITUARY

Grenda
Joan Grenda
January 19, 1941 – August 9, 
2022
Barbara Joan Grenda (nee 
McQueen) passed away 
peacefully at Kingsway Lodge, 
St. Marys, on August 9, 2022. 
Joan was predeceased by her 
husband Ted Grenda (2018) 
following 50 years of mar-

riage. Mother of Chris and his son Mason, and Tyler 
and his wife Tracy. Joan is survived by her sister Carol 
Fletcher, sister-in-law Bev McQueen, and their fam-
ilies. She was predeceased by her parents Graham 
and Vera McQueen, her brother Robert McQueen, her 
brother-in-law Jack Fletcher, and her in-laws John and 
Helen Grenda, and Adele Grenda. 
Joan was raised on a farm outside of Poplar Hill and 
spent her childhood helping in the barn and around 
the farm. Joan and Ted were married on July 15, 
1967 and moved to St. Marys in 1973 where they 
raised their sons and were active in the community. 
Joan was a dedicated primary grade teacher at the 
former St. Marys Central School. In the community, 
Joan enjoyed being a Kinette and served as President 
(1978-79), delivered Meals on Wheels, spent time 
tutoring, and golfing. In recent years, Joan enjoyed 
participating in many activities and programs at King-
sway Lodge. 
On Tuesday, August 16, 2022, a private family burial 
took place in St. Marys Cemetery followed by an open 
house celebration of Joan’s life at the St. Marys Golf 
& Country Club. If desired, memorial donations can be 
made to the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhom.ca.

Smith
Coreen Elizabeth (Drink-
walter) Smith passed away 
peacefully in her 99th year, 
with family by her side, at 
Wildwood Care Centre on 
August 9, 2022. She was a 
loved mother-in-law of Della, 
and adored Granny of Dwain 
(Nancy), Tammy (Dave), Troy, 
and Trevor. She will always be 
the cherished great-Granny of 

Brittany (Kevin), Michael (Whitney), Zachary (Cass), 
Chad (Steph), Tanner (Victoria), Cierra, Logan, and 
Sydney, and was a great-great-Granny of Bentley, and 
soon-to-be baby Bilyea. Granny leaves behind many 
nieces and nephews in the Smith and Drinkwalter 
families. Coreen was predeceased by the love of her 
life Ralph “Poppie”, her daughter Carlene (sons-in-law 
Don and Edwin), and her son Barry, as well as all of 
her siblings and their spouses. 
Coreen was a lifetime resident of Downie Township. 
For many years, she was a valued driver of children 
with special needs for Murphy Bus Lines at Anne 
Hathaway Public School in Stratford. She was an 
active member of the Community of Christ Church in 
Stratford. Granny always brought life and laughter to 
gatherings with family and friends, and hugs were a 
trademark of her love for others. 
Our deepest gratitude to Dr. Gatfield, and to Scott 
Walsh and the amazing staff at Wildwood Care Cen-
tre who took great care of our Granny while she was 
with you. We are also blessed and grateful to have 
had Brittany and Della be our family hands-on care 
for Granny. Coreen has been cremated and a private 
family service will take place at a later date at the St. 
Marys Cemetery, with her nephew Robert Smith of-
ficiating. In memory of Granny, please give a hug to 
those around you! Online condolences at www.hodg-
esfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

de Wit
Maria "Ria" Cornelia de Wit, age 70, of St. Marys, 
passed away peacefully at her home on Thursday 
Aug. 11, 2022 with her family by her side. Beloved 
wife of Gijs de Wit, who she married on January 16, 
1976. Cherished mom of Remco and Becky (Lunn), 
Tjeerd and Annette (Roelands), Joris and Kelly 
(Mulder), and Sjoerd and Carly (Schieckoff). Proud 
Oma of Willem, Tys, Styn and Nelleke, Lucas, Alyssa, 
Stefan and Eric, Romy, Ivo and Niels, Bram, Natalie 
and Arie. She is survived by her sisters Corrie (Wim), 
Tonnie (Reinier), Willie (Wim) and Ans (Hans), and 
brothers Anton (Annie) and Wim (Anneke),  and by her 
brothers in law Toon (Vera), Wim (Lidie) and Wynand, 
and sisters in law Margreet (Kees) and Agnes. She 
was predeceased by father and mother in law Wynand 
and Agnes de Wit, and brother in law Willem. 
Ria was born in Wijk by Duurstede, the Netherlands, 
on November 26, 1951, daughter of the late Wim and 
Annie Miltenburg (Verkley). After farming in Schalk-
wijk, the Netherlands, her and Gijs immigrated to 
Canada in 1991. They settled on a dairy farm near 
St. Paul's, where they lived and worked, until moving 
to St. Marys in 2021. She enjoyed the simpler things 
in life, a home cooked meal, helping on the farm, a 
neat and tidy house, and her boys close by. She never 
turned down a chance to spend time with her grand-
kids. She played volleyball for many years, and was a 
member of the CWL at Holy Name of Mary, St, Marys. 
She will be fondly remembered, and forever in our 
hearts. 
The Funeral Mass was celebrated at Holy Name of 
Mary Parish on Tuesday, August 16, 2022 with Fr. Da-
vid Butler. Interment in St. Marys Cemetery. The family 
would like to thank the doctors and nurses who provid-
ed care for mom the last few months. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations may be made to the St. Marys 
Health Care Foundation. Online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

As construction on Wellington St. progresses, to access the funeral home, take 
Church St. South from Queen St. and then turn right (West) onto Jones St. to 

enter the funeral home parking areas.
Parking either in the half circle driveway next to Jones St. or driving around the 

building on the East side to the parking lot on the South side of the funeral home.
The Wellington St. door entrance is still open.The accessible entrance to the 

funeral home is at the end of the porch at the Northeast corner of the building.

Avonbank Community 
Cemetery Church Service
Sunday August 28th 2022 

at 2:30 pm
However we welcome you to visit the Cemetery on 

August 27th and 28th.  Board members will be there to 
accept donations for the upkeep of the cemetery and 
receipts will be issued.  If you are unable to attend 

your donation would be appreciated.
Make cheque payable to Avonbank Community 

Church and mail to John McIntosh                                             
Line 16 4900 Perth South R.R. 7 St. Marys, ON N4X 1C9

CELEBRATION

With Nancy Vermond on her 80th Birthday! 
Saturday, August 20th, from 2 to 4 pm

St. James Anglican Church
65 Church St. S., St. Marys

No gifts. Just bring your precious self!
And if weather permits, bring a chair for sitting 

outside under the trees (519 284 2698)

Come celebrate

NORTH NISSOURI 
Cemetery Decoration Day 

Directors will be available to answer questions 
and receive donations. Receipts will be given. 

August 28, 2022
Service begins at 2:30 PM
Speaker – Sheila Greason 

All are welcome to visit the 
Cemetery and place flowers on 

graves
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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WINDOWMORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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Owen Lewis-Havard

owenlewis82@gmail.com
Cell: 519-852-8453

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

TREE SERVICE

����������������������
������������������

��
�	�������������������������

��������������
������������

����������������
���
��������������������
�

����������	��

BBQ season is here! 
Norpac Beef, Johnson 

Sausage and Walnut Hill 
Pork products available.

Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.
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Sudoku

Id: 105944

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

6 8 2 9
5 2 9 3
9 6 5

7 5
4 6 1

1 6 2
5

7 3 4
1 2 8

Solution
6 7 8 2 5 3 9 1 4

4 5 2 7 9 1 6 3 8

3 9 1 4 6 8 5 2 7

2 3 9 8 7 6 4 5 1

5 4 6 1 3 2 7 8 9

1 8 7 5 4 9 3 6 2

8 6 4 9 1 5 2 7 3

7 2 3 6 8 4 1 9 5

9 1 5 3 2 7 8 4 6

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc.Wayne Gretzky rookie 
card Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

QUIZ ANSWERS
1)Wrigley’s Chewing Gum, in 1974 
2)Steven Spielberg 
3)Brad’s Drink 
4)Mohammed 
5)USS Missouri 
6)First to reach 7 and lead by 2
7)Peterborough, New Hampshire 
8)Ford's Theatre  
9)John Dillinger 
10)Federal Bureau of Investigation

CLASSIFIED ADS

For Sale
1975 Mercury Monarch. 4 door. Extra parts included.
$8,000 519-284-9901

Sting
My Songs, Bud Gardens August 25, 8PM
2 top tier tickets, side close to stage. At cost Call 519-284-2176

For Sale
Mini Chocolate coloured Australian Shepherd female
And a Red Merle Australian Shepherd male
Both 2 years old. Make an offer 519-349-2037

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. Aug. 07 Steve & Brittany Pfa�, Sebringville $50.00

Mon. Aug. 08 Jim Cole, Stratford   $50.00

Tues. Aug. 09 Carrie Wilson, Stratford   $50.00

Wed. Aug. 10 Ray Black, Stratford   $50.00

Thur. Aug. 11 Russ Blair, Stratford   $50.00

Fri. Aug. 12 Rob Graham, Kitchener   $50.00

Sat. Aug. 13 Pete Binkley, St. Marys   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

Community Liaison Committee 
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting is going 
to be held on September 16th at 10am. Members of the 
public who wish to observe as the members of the 
Committee discuss information with respect to St Marys 
Cement can watch the live meeting online. Please see the 
Town of St Marys Events Calendar for the link to the 
online meeting.

Please submit any questions and concerns for the meeting 
by by September 14th to kara.terpstra@vcimentos.com.

AZ or DZ driver wanted
Monday to Friday 8 AM – 5 PM 

With CVOR, plus yard work
Call or drop off resume

519-284-2800

LETTER TO THE EDITOR —
Re:  Mary Smith’s “Historic St. Marys”  William 
Johnson

We would like to acknowledge the write-ups in 
three Independents on William Johnson.  Mary 
did an excellent job of researching and putting to-
gether three excellent articles on William Johnson, 
one of the first pioneers of Blanshard. (I know this 
takes a lot of time) 

These articles are very special to us as William 
Johnson was Don’s Great Grandfather.  Don’s father 
William (Bill) Proudlove was the only child of Wil-
liam’s daughter Annie and her husband James H. 

Proudlove.  Bill was sixteen when his mother Annie 
passed away.

These articles have given Don a new understand-
ing of the life and times of his Great Grandfather.  
Don knew some of his background and also that he 
was a very clever man. 

We and our family treasure our copies of his books 
and if anyone has a good copy of The Pioneers of 
Blanshard for sale,  we would gladly buy it.

Respectfully,

Don and Viola Proudlove

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED 
AD HERE FOR JUST $10 

PER WEEK

Are You A 
Newcomer To 
The St. Marys 

Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

SUBMIT YOUR
MEMORIAM, THANK 
YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at

info@stmarysindependent.com
or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent
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LOTS OF INTERESTING TRADES ARRIVING DAILY!

NEW!

2022 EXPEDITIONS - IN STOCK! 2022 MACH E - IN STOCK!
(ALL ELECTRIC)

2022 BRONCO - IN STOCK! 2022 ESCAPE - IN STOCK!

2022 MAVERICK - IN STOCK! 2022 EDGE - IN STOCK!

2022 F150 - IN STOCK! 2022 BRONCO SPORT - IN STOCK!

2022 ECO SPORT - ALMOST HERE! 2022 LIGHTNING - ALMOST HERE!
(ALL ELECTRIC)

2018 MALIBU 2019 TRAVEL TRAILER 2022 TOYOTA SUPRA
ONLY 12,000KMS

A GREAT TRADE IN! 
NOW ONLY $26,995.00

22181A

ONE OWNER, VERY CLEAN
FRONT BEDROOM, 

GREAT COUPLES TRAILER 
ALL SET TO GO

NOW ONLY $29,995.00

BRAND NEW CONDITION
UNDER 100KM

WHAT A RARE TRADE IN 
FOR THE SHOWROOM!

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR SUMMER!


