
The Town of St. Marys is hosting its next Munici-
pal Hazardous and Special Waste Disposal Day on 
Saturday, July 23, 2022. 

The event will run from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
the Municipal Operations Centre (MOC) located 
at 408 James Street South (enter off South Ser-
vice Road). It is open to residents of St. Marys and 
Perth South. 

Items that will be accepted at the disposal event 
include:

- Acids, aerosol cans (full), antifreeze

- Bases, batteries, bleach

- Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs), fluo-
rescent tubes

- Fertilizers, fuels, garden and pool chemicals

- Household cleaners, motor oil, paints, pesticides

- Propane tanks/cylinders, solvents, stains, Varsol

All materials must be sealed and in their origi-
nal containers with labels. Materials should be 
transported in the rear of vehicles (trunk, truck 
bed, etc.), and contained in boxes for safe trans-
port and unloading. Vehicles with materials in the 
back or front seat will be re-directed to a separate 
area of the parking lot where they can be moved 
to the trunk or tailgate. Residents are asked to re-
main in their vehicles at all times as materials will 
be unloaded by trained staff.

Please note that the MHSW depot that was locat-
ed at the St. Marys Landfill has now been closed, 
and MHSW material will no longer be received at 
the landfill.

For more information about waste disposal ser-
vices in St. Marys, visit  townofstmarys.com/
MHSW.
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
4.30
4.72
5.02

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 3.97 - 3 YR 4.47 - 5 YR 4.68

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

FRIDAY 9 & DINE
Featuring: Lasagna Dinner

Music in the Valley

Thursday Night Wings:
Anytime after 5pm

Feat. Harmony of Friends
Sat. July 30 @ 6:30pm
$30/person
(includes Live Music, Fish & 
Chip Dinner & dessert)

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

2019 JEEP COMPASS UPLAND 4X4
2019 Jeep Compass Upland 4x4

Special edition with heated steering wheel and seats, remote start, 
all weather mats, backup cam, bluetooth, apple carplay, tech grp 

including rear sensors and keyless enter & go, ., black polished alum. 
wheels, am/fm sat radio, 9 speed auto, 7 inch cluster, power options, 

air, bal. of Factory warranty, clean history/ clean Jeep

HST & licensing Extra$31,995
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Sales Representative Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-2264 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

Owen Lewis-Havard

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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By Stewart Grant

After being closed since late April for 
construction, the Park Street Bridge 
reopened to vehicle and pedestrian 
traffic this past weekend.

Jeff Wolfe, Infrastructure Services 
Manager with the Town of St. Marys, 
provided the Independent with a 
summary of the work completed.

"The Park Street Bridge project was 
a maintenance project meant to slow 
the degradation of the superstructure 
by replacing deteriorated concrete on 
the deck (under the asphalt), on the 
sidewalk as well as sections of the 
abutment," said Wolfe. "The work also 
included replacement of the expan-
sion joints at either end of the bridge. 

New waterproofing and asphalt were 
installed over the deck concrete re-
pairs."

Wolfe added that while the job took 
much longer to complete than expect-
ed, financially it came in under bud-
get.

"The work was completed by Across 
Canada Construction out of Toron-
to. The project was under budget but 
took quite a bit longer than original-
ly planned; partially due to more ex-
tensive repairs than anticipated on 
the concrete deck and partially due to 
some internal contractor issues. The 
project is meant to delay significant 
rehabilitation work to the superstruc-
ture by 15-20 years."

Town hosting Municipal 
Hazardous and Special 
Waste Event on July 23

After being closed since late April, the Park Street Bridge reopened last weekend. 
Pictured on Sunday afternoon enjoying a walk across the bridge were Amber and 
Dennis Cook along with their chocolate lab Connor. (Stewart Grant photo)

Park Street Bridge reopens
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $9.27
New Crop – $8.62

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $21.69
New Crop – $19.10

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $12.30
New Crop – $12.60

Sponsored by

AMDSB appoints new Superintendent 

Another candidate for Council declares

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

The Avon Maitland District School 
Board has issued the following re-
lease: 

Congratulations to our New Superin-
tendent! The Trustees were happy to 
announce the appointment of System 
Principal Kathy Boyd to the position 
of Superintendent of Education. 

Kathy brings an extensive background 
teaching in elementary grades. She 
was Vice-Principal at Listowel Cen-
tral PS and then Principal at Listowel 
Eastdale PS and Listowel Central PS, 
and opened and established North 
Perth Westfield ES. Kathy has been 
System Principal of Student Support 
Services since April 2021, working 

with schools to support portfolios in-
cluding mental health and well-being 
and safe schools. 

This past year, Kathy facilitated the 
Collaborative Professionalism Com-
mittee with representatives from all 
of our union partner groups, system 
and school administrators and man-
agers, and she has served on various 

committees for the board over the 
years, and represented AMDSB at 
various conferences. 

Kathy replaces Superintendent Jeff 
Bruce and will assume her new po-
sition on August 1, 2022. Jeff Bruce 
is taking a position with the Thames 
Valley District School Board.  

By Frank Doyle

There are now three candidates for the 
six council seats in St. Marys. Council-
lor Marg Luna is the latest to submit 
her intentions for re-election, joining 
Councillors Craigmile and Edney. 

So far, Mayor Al Strathdee is the only 
candidate for Mayor. Councillor Luna 
submitted the following to the Inde-
pendent: 

“I am once again seeking the support 
of the people of St. Marys in the up-
coming Municipal election. The past 
four years spent serving the Town 

have been very rewarding and at the 
same time challenging as we worked 
our way through a very unexpected 
Pandemic.  I'm very proud of the way 
staff managed their day to day work, 
setting priorities to keep the town 
safe.   Under Council's guidance, staff 
shifted to offering the Community 
assistance through programs to help 
with physical, mental and social well 
being. 

"My experience as a Town Council-
lor totals 14 years at the end of this 
term.  I've learned a lot in those years 
about what makes a Municipality of 

our size function and how to be fis-
cally responsible in doing so.    My 
background as a Registered Nurse has 
served me well, especially during the 
Pandemic, and serving once again on 
the Board of Directors for our Public 
Health. 

"My priority for the next four years, 
should I be re-elected, would be to 
see much needed attainable housing 
initiatives set in place and to contin-
ue to monitor closely health and safe-
ty issues as they occur.  I would be 
very honoured to serve once again on 
Council”.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO 
STAY UPDATED!

FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY
WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Quote of the Week
 “We acknowledge concern regarding the temporary reduction in services at 
three of our four Emergency Departments. These are not isolated incidents 
and hospitals across the province are experiencing the same challenges.”

- Mary Cardinal, Vice President People & Chief Quality Executive 
HPHA, after the Emergency Department at St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital has reopened after being temporarily closed on Friday due 
to staff shortages.

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Shin: a device for 
finding furniture 

in the dark. 

Many people quit 
looking for work 
when they find a 

job. 

For every action, 
there is an equal 

and opposite 
criticism. 

The colder the 
X-ray table, the 

more of your body 
is required to be 

on it.
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*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week. 

1) Bravo to the lone Scottish piper who 
serenaded us last Friday at sunset on 
Egan Avenue.  Delightful.

2) There aren't enough Bravos for the 
amazing committee & volunteers who 
stayed focused on the goal of organizing 
an amazing Homecoming 2022 Weekend 
in spite of a 2 year delay. From getting 
sponsors, organizing events, and pro-
moting the weekend weeks ahead of 
time on multiple forms of media, pro-
viding regular updates and making last 
minute adjustments due to weather and 
other factors. A bonus for many was 
the opportunity to have reunions with 
school classmates, former co-workers 
and neighbours. Many of these gather-
ings went hours beyond their originally 
planned end time. After the past 2 years 
we needed this chance to gather in per-
son. Thank you to all who volunteered 
many hours to make this weekend such 
a special time for many.

3) I would like to give a Big Bravo to the 
driver of the recycling truck on how you 
handled picking up the recycling bins on 
George and Tracy Street on Canada Day. 
Because people were parking in front 
of the bins it made your job harder, and 
you went out of your way to get out of 
the truck.

We have one Boo this week. 

1) Boo to the person who mistakenly re-
ceived a parcel notice in their PO Box, 
and although not addressed to them, 
proceeded to open the parcel box and 
take the item.  The parcel was to be a gift 
to my grandchildren.  You know who you 
are. Please return the parcel to the Post 
Office.

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Bell may have a 

"Let's Talk Day". 

Rogers has a "Let's 

not Talk Day"
St. Marys, the Town 

worth taking a 

detour in.

By Frank Doyle

Baseball, like many so-called sports, 
has become a business where play-
ers are in it for the money above all 
else. There is no team loyalty any-
more. Players will go with the team 
who pay the most money. 

In recent years we have seen this 
situation in Toronto and we thought 
we would see what happened to 
some of the Blue Jays who were “he-
roes” to many fans and see where 
they ended up.

For starters, Jose Bautista, “Joey 
Bats”, could be relied on to hit 
many home runs as a Jay but after 
being a Jay, never really made it 
with another team. He did play for 
his country the Dominican Repub-
lic, and is presently a “Special Advi-
sor” to General Manager, Leonesdel 
Escogido, in the Dominican.

Another big home run hitter was 
Edwin Encarnacion, who after 
leaving the Jays, never made it big 
again. He is presently running a 
baseball academy in the Dominican 
for high schoolers, who if they are 
not wanted by any MLB team, he 
will arrange for them to attend uni-
versities in the US. 

Next we looked at three Canadi-
ans who made the team, outfielder 
Michael Saunders, third baseman 
Brett Lawrie and catcher Russell 
Martin. Saunders and Lawrie never 
made it back as full time players in 
the MLB. Saunders is General Man-
ager of the Augusta Green Jackets, 

an affiliate of the Atlanta Braves 
and Lawrie played as a minor 
leaguer with the Milwaukie Brew-
ers. Russell Martin did play for the 
LA Dodgers until 2019 but has re-
cently announced his retirement. 

Justin Smoak, who was a “star” at 
first base left the Jays and signed 
with a team in Japan, but because 
his family could not fly back and 
forth to the US because of COVID 
19 he quit the team to come back to 
the US and became a “free agent”. 

Troy Tulowitzki never made it big 
after the Jays and is now an as-
sistant coach for the University of 
Texas. 

Devon Travis never played for an-
other MLB team and is a coach in 
the Atlanta Braves minors.

Ryan Goins, who was an outstand-
ing infielder, but could never hit on 
a consistent basis has played Triple 
A ball since leaving the Jays. 

Former Jay manager John Gibbons 
is now a scout for the Atlanta Bra-
vos.

There are two players who have 
done well since leaving the Jays.

Rowdy Tellez is having a great year 
with the Milwaukee Brewers and 
has a better record so far this year 
than Vladimir Guerrero Jr.

The other player having a good year 
is Josh Donaldson, who is playing 
third base for the MLBs best team 
this season, the New York Yankees. 

Where did your favourite 
Blue Jay end up?
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Stonetown 
Crier

Stonetown Crier e-Newsletter

Our weekly newspaper column is now available as an 
e-newsletter! 
Get updates delivered directly to your device.
Subscriptions are free and can be cancelled any time.

Details: townofstmarys.com/enews or 519-284-2340, ext. 429

Service Ontario closed this week

The St. Marys Service Ontario office is closed this week 
(Monday, July 11 to Friday, July 15) due to unforeseen 
circumstances.
To access Service Ontario online 24/7, please visit 
http://serviceontario.ca. 

Shuffleboard at Lind Sportsplex & Friendship Centre

Come and play shuffleboard at the Lind Sportsplex and 
St. Marys Friendship Centre. 

Friendship Centre: Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 
Lind Sportsplex: Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.

Drop-in! It’s free for Friendship Centre members  
($2 for non-members). 

Details: townofstmarys.com/friendshipcentre or 519-284-3272

Summer Day Camp at the Pyramid Recreation Centre

Limited Camp PRC spaces are still available!  
Themed activities will entertain kids in Grades 3 to 7.

Dates: Weekdays until September 2, 2022

Times: Drop off between 8:00 and 9:00 AM;
pick up between 4:00 and 5:00 PM

Cost: $170/week per child

Details: townofstmarys.com/campprc or 519-284-2160

Upcoming road work

We’ll be doing isolated curb replacements ahead of 
asphalt repaving work on Queen St. W, Water St. S and 
Waterloo St. S over the next several weeks. 

All roads will remain open, but lanes will be closed 
when the new asphalt is laid. 

A small number of driveways will be temporarily 
inaccessible. Impacted residents will be notified. 

Watch our Facebook page and Twitter accounts for 
further updates. 

Details: 519-284-2340, ext. 397

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

COMMUNITY —
The Rogers outage of 
2022 impacted everyone 
but to varying degrees
By Stewart Grant

Back on June 1, The Spirit of St. 
Marys Facebook group conducted 
a poll asking, “What’s the absolute 
best internet provider in town?” 
with our local communications pro-
vider Quadro taking 78% of the 105 
votes and Rogers finishing second 
with 16%.

After the great Rogers Communi-
cations outage of 2022 which began 
last Friday morning, a redo of this 
poll would likely result in an even 
greater lead for our local communi-
cations co-operative.

Though the network outage began 
at approximately 4:30 a.m., affecting 
a variety of key services throughout 
the country, the first official commu-
nication to Canadians from Rogers 
didn’t come until four long hours 
later, when at last they tweeted, “We 
know how important it is for our 
customers to stay connected. We are 
aware of issues currently affecting 
our networks and our teams are ful-
ly engaged to resolve the issue as 
soon as possible. We will continue to 
keep you updated as we have more 
information to share.”

With little information out there, St. 
Marys residents were like everyone 
across the country – just trying to 
figure things out on their own. Fri-
day morning in particular did not go 
smoothly, as Rogers’ service outage 
impacted not just its own cellular 
and internet customers but downed 
Interac across the country among 
other things. Suddenly, cash was 
king again.

Kerry Prober, franchise owner of 
McDonald’s in St. Marys, Stratford, 
and New Hamburg, told the In-
dependent that typically approxi-
mately 80% of their transactions are 
cashless. I happened to visit their St. 
Marys drive-thru on Friday morning 
where the employee at the window 
told me that many potential sales 
had been lost due to customers sim-
ply not having cash to pay. Similar-
ly, the adjacent Esso gas station had 
lost a lot of sales due to people not 
having cash on hand.

“Breakfast was impacted more than 
lunch,” Prober said. “By the after-
noon and dinner, people were car-
rying cash.”

Shari Chmiel, manager at Tim Hor-
tons, agreed that things improved 

considerably as the day went on. 
“Shortly after we found out the 
outage was nationwide, the cha-
os soon became manageable. We 
have a backup system so ultimate-
ly only lost the ability to process 
debit. Overall, customers were very 
understanding. There were a lot of 
pay-it-forwards, and even custom-
ers leaving cash for others who were 
not aware of the outage so only had 
debit.”

Tyler Carruthers reported on behalf 
of Subway that because they were 
able to accept credit cards and word 
got out so fast regarding the issue, 
most customers were already pay-
ing with cash or credit. By the end 
of the day it didn't affect the sales at 
all. And similar to Tim Hortons and 
McDonald’s, the majority of Sub-
way’s sales are on-site purchases.

Such is not the case with Skippy’s 
Pizza, for which take-out orders are 
most often placed over the phone. 
With Rogers customers unable to 
make calls to place their orders in 
advance, proprietor Jason Skipper 
told the Independent that his Friday 
night sales were significantly less 
than usual.

And in typical small-town fashion, 
Jim at Delmar Foods extended credit 
to his loyal customers that were un-
able to make their debit purchases.  
It was done the old fashioned way.  
Notes of the amount owing with the 
person's name were pinned to the 
peg board near the till.  All have 
promised to return to pay.

Of course, those businesses who run 
on Rogers services were even more 
impacted by the unexpected out-
age, including those small business 
owners who work remotely and rely 
on a steady internet or cellular con-
nection to earn income. For these 
people, Friday was pretty much a 
write-off in terms of work output.

Rogers later identified the source of 
the outage as being a network sys-
tem failure following a maintenance 
upgrade. By press time of this ar-
ticle, services have returned to our 
area, but problems continue to per-
sist in certain pockets of the country. 
One thing is certain – this incident 
showed that across the country we 
are uncomfortably reliant on cer-
tain large companies and that safe-
guards are needed.
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

1) How many lines are 
in a limerick? 
2)What was the name 
of the world’s first 
nuclear submarine? 
3) The restrictive 
medical condition 
epicondylitis is 
commonly known as 
what?
4) Aside from Russia what is the largest 
country in Europe? 
5) American explorer Robert Peary is 
generally regarded as the first to reach 
where in 1909? 
6) Which planet has the Great Red Spot in 
its atmosphere? 
7) A gift of china is traditionally given to 
celebrate how many years of marriage?
8) Amsterdam lies on which river? 
9) How many bones are in the human hand? 
10) What animal is Friar Tuck in the Disney 
animated version of Robin Hood?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

1, 2, 3, WHO?

1.Has been a softball umpire for over 57 
years

2.Won 2 karaoke contests

3.Has met many Stratford actors like 
Colm Fiore, Christopher Plummer and 
William Hutt.

Answer on page 25
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S E R V I C E   L T D

The Perth County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
is proud to introduce our new Detachment Com-
mander, Inspector Wendy Burrow.

On June 1, 2022, Inspector Burrow officially took 
over command of the Perth County OPP Detach-
ment after serving as the interim Detachment 
Commander.

Inspector Burrow has been a member of the OPP 
since December 1998 and has served in various 
detachments. She started at the Lucan Detach-
ment in Middlesex County, where she received 
multiple courses, worked as an Auxiliary Liaison 
officer and served in the Crime Unit. Inspector 
Burrow then worked as a recruiter in Uniform 
Recruitment in West Region for two years.  She 
worked in Corporate Communications and West 
Region Headquarters as the Human Resource An-
alyst and Training Coordinator. In 2017, she was 
promoted to Staff Sergeant and took over as the 
Regional Planning Officer. Inspector Burrow was 
acting Inspector in Huron County and West Re-
gion Headquarters as Staff Development officer 

and Business and Finance.

Inspector Burrow brings a wealth of policing ex-
perience and knowledge. She developed social 
media use in Uniform Recruitment. She has won 
multiple awards, including the accolade award of 
Auxiliary Liaison of the Year, the Ginette Hince 
Award for Recruiter of the Year, and the Ontar-
io Women in Law Enforcement Award for Team 
Achievement for our work with Windsor Police 
with the Ambassador Bridge Protest.

"It's a privilege to have the opportunity to work in 
Perth County and to be able to support the work 
of an outstanding group of officers and civilian 
members of Perth County OPP. We have been for-
tunate to build strong relationships with our com-
munities and our stakeholders, which only helps 
to make Perth County a safe place to live, work, 
and visit. I look forward to continuing to enhance 
these relationships in support of community safe-
ty." - Inspector Wendy Burrow, Detachment Com-
mander, Perth County.

As of Monday this week, the following have sub-
mitted their names to run for the Perth South 
Municipal election to be held Monday October 24. 
Jim Aitcheson is still the only candidate for May-
or, with Mayor Bob Wilhelm not seeking re-elec-
tion. There are three candidates for Council with 

incumbents Jaime Martin and Sue Orr registered 
to run. They are joined by newcomer Mark Bell 
who also submitted his name for Council. As far as 
the school boards are concerned Mary Helen Van 
Loon has submitted her papers to run for Huron 
Perth District School Board Trustee. 

Perth County OPP welcomes a new 
Detachment Commander

Perth South election update
Our senior of the week is Gary Cumming who 
celebrated his 81st birthday on Tuesday, July 

12th. Gary was born in Ridgetown and moved to 
St. Marys when he was 18, working at Domtar 
throughout his career. He and Marg have been 

married for 49 years. Gary is father of 3, and has 
4 grandchildren. Happy birthday Gary!



Thursday, July 14, 2022 7St. Marys Independent

COMMUNITY — Join participating
Downtown Merchants

FRIDAY JULY 15 
SATURDAY JULY 16
Visit social  media for individual offers 

and hours

143 Queen St.  E.  St .  Marys, ON

www.ogradysclothing.com

DOWNTOWN
ST. MARYS 

MERCHANTS

PLEASE GO TO EACH
MERCHANTS SOCIAL

MEDIA PAGES FOR
PROMOTIONS

JULY 15-16, 2022
SIDEWALK

SUMMER

Focus is on Downtown 
Merchants with this 
weekend’s Sidewalk 
Summer Sale
By Stewart Grant

For a small town, St. Marys always 
has a lot going on in the summer. 
There’s a lot to draw people to St. 
Marys, including our natural attrac-
tions, annual organized events, and 
our unique architecture. 

But let’s not forget that we are also 
home to so many fantastic retail 
stores, and this weekend is a chance 
to celebrate them.

Join the Downtown Merchants this 
weekend for some good old fash-
ioned sidewalk sales. 

Participating locations will be offer-
ing summer clearance and special 
offers, displaying product and wel-
coming you into locations you have 
not had a chance to explore.

“The last few summers have not al-
lowed for merchant events to focus 
on the shopper,” Heather Parkinson 
of O’Grady’s Clothing & Accessories 
told the Independent. “We would 
like to get back to basics with a 
classic summer sale for businesses 
ready to reduce inventory but also 
to encourage you to visit the stores 
you have not explored yet!” 

Parkinson felt that with 2022 rep-
resenting a return to some normal 
activities after two-plus years of the 
pandemic, it was the perfect time to 

re-introduce the Sidewalk Summer 
Sale concept – an idea that was well 
received amongst other downtown 
business owners.

“The face of my client has changed 
during COVID,” said Heather. “We 
haven’t been able to see the annu-
al tourists from out-of-country, out-
of-province, or road tripper; but it’s 
been awesome to see more local 
people staying in town to shop! As 
merchants, we are hoping to draw 
people back to the community and 
into the downtown this weekend to 
see what we have to offer, including 
what has changed and what remains 
consistent.”

One change that is evident over the 
last couple years has been the intro-
duction of some great new business-
es along Water Street to round out 
the shopping opportunities for both 
locals and day trippers. A shopping 
visit to St. Marys requires more than 
just Queen Street – take time to ex-
plore all the unique shops; and take 
note of some of the changes inside. 
The pandemic has forced changes 
to how the merchants operate and 
what they offer.

See each participating store for of-
fers and hours for this spontaneous 
event. Happy shopping!
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COMMUNITY —

By Lauren Eedy

It is always exciting when people no-
tice activity and change happening in 
our downtown core. This is especially 
true when it’s a new food establish-
ment gracing our corridor. The build-
ing at 159 Queen Street East has sat 
idle for a few months now but new 
chef and proprietor, Andrew Tutt is al-
ready beginning to make his mark. 

Originally hailing from Thunder Bay 
and growing up in Stratford, Tutt has 
been working in kitchens since age 
thirteen, studied and graduated from 
the prestigious Stratford Chef School 
and cooked from coast to coast with-
in both 5 diamond establishments to 
200 seat pubs. He has even cooked 
alongside our beloved Chris and Mary 
Woolf, formerly of Wildwood and Lit-
tle Red’s, who both encouraged his 
vision to set up here.  His previous 
restaurant, located in Canmore, was 
called The Quarry Dining Lounge and 
upon his return home, he felt that the 
Stonetown was an ideal setting for his 
second restaurant, Tutt Co. 

In speaking with Tutt, he explained 
that Covid gave him a lot of time for 
reflection on how to create a sustain-
able restaurant, not only through vir-
tues of his food but also a sustainable 
business environment and communi-
ty. His ideal is to procure his products 

as locally as possible, use conscious 
packaging, and ocean-wise certified 
seafood. He mentions meeting his 

wife while in high school in Stratford 
who is a holistic nutritionist and who 
helped him develop his awareness of 

sustainable nutrition as well as teach-
ing a semester in Conestoga focusing 
on inclusive workplaces and the need 
to sustain employees through fair pay, 
a healthy environment and retention. 
This will include a 4-day work week 
which is becoming more common in 
many sectors. It is important for him 
to have a business that retains its em-
ployees, treats them fairly, and serves 
honest fare.  

Tutt explained he didn’t want to pi-
geonhole his culinary vision as Tutt 
Co. is still a work in progress, but he 
would describe his establishment as 
an ‘international Canadian bistro’ fea-
turing a little something for everyone 
including vegan and vegetarian op-
tions. As he mentioned, Canada’s culi-
nary scene is rich with a mosaic of cul-
tural influences and Tutt Co. will fully 
embrace that. The primary goal is local 
first, organic second. The possibilities 
are endless as it is often said we live 
in the breadbasket of Canada here in 
Perth County. 

Tutt, his wife and children current-
ly reside in Stratford but are looking 
forward to planting some roots in St. 
Marys and as he mentions, the town 
has already been warmly embracing 
them. His goal is to open by the begin-
ning of August, so stay tuned for an-
nouncements! We are certainly excited 
to have them come to town.   

Tutt Co. opening soon



Thursday, July 14, 2022 9St. Marys Independent

Arists in Residence is a series of seminars conduct-
ed at the St. Marys Station Gallery by local artists 
who will demonstrate and discuss their craft. Peter 
Allan Rice kicked off the series on Saturday July 
9th, 2022. Peter was in the Gallery from 1pm to 4pm 
working on a new creation. This was a good opportu-
nity to see the artist at work and ask questions about 
his process. Peter’s book  “Reflections in Glass and 
Stone” is on sale at the Gallery Boutique. The Station 
Gallery will welcome Peter back for another seminar 
at a future date.  Keep posted by going to our website 
for further information or contact us at stmaryssta-
tiongallery@gmail.com. 

On July 16th from 1pm to 4pm artists Annette Sulli-
van and Angela Found will be at the Gallery to talk 
about their exhibition, “Whispers along the path”, a 
First Nations exhibit of drawings and paintings. This 
exhibition was delayed for 2 years due to the Covid 
pandemic and is finally now at the Station Gallery.  

On Saturday August 6th from 1pm to 4pm artist Re-
nee Knight will demonstrate drawing techniques 
in coloured pencils and watercolours. Renee wll be 
exhibiting her beautiful bird watercolours which 
highlight Endangered Species in our upcoming 2023 
season. 

Continuing with our “Meet and Greet, Artists in Res-
idence series” on Saturday, August 27th from 1pm to 
4pm, well known local artist Anna Koot will hold a 
“hands on” session on the ancient art of Encaustic 
Painting.  Anna would like to have participants be-
come involved in the process of painting with bees-
wax and see the different tools and techniques used 
by Anna in her paintings.  Come prepared to have 
fun painting with beeswax!  

We hope to have more Artists in Residence in the 
future.  For futher information follow us on our web 
site  www.stmarysstationgallery.ca and follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

St. Marys Station Gallery announces the Artist in 
Residence Series

COMMUNITY —

Open Saturday mornings, 8 a.m. until 12 
noon at Milt Dunnell Field (The Flats)  

Blueberries, raspberries, wax beans and peas available!
Thank you to our 2022 sponsor the Perth/Oxford Local of the National Farmers Union.

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages

Family Law
Estate planning

and most areas of Law
visit our new website at 

www.sherwinlaw.ca

�����������������������
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SPORTS —
Lincolns sign two more players for 2022-23 season
GOJHL team also announces new assistant GM, head trainer and equipment manager

By Pat Payton

Greg Smale continues to build the St. 
Marys Lincolns' 2022-23 roster.

The Lincs' Director of Hockey Opera-
tions/GM recently announced that he 
has signed two more players for the 
next GOJHL season.

Smale is very pleased to have Jaden 
Lee's name on a card. The right wing-
er was obtained in a straight cash 
deal. Last season, Lee had 13 goals, 
31 points and 32 penalty minutes 
in 52 games with Brantford 99ers of 
the Ontario Junior Hockey League 
(OJHL). He finished tied for second in 
team scoring.

The 18-year-old from Milton, who is 
listed at 5 ft., 10 inches and 170 lbs., 
is enrolling at Western University in 
London in the fall.

"Jaden's a good player who's already 
played a year of Junior hockey in the 
OJHL," the GM noted. "He was second 
on his team in points and that's noth-
ing to scoff at. He's going to Western 
as an 18-year-old, that's potentially 
three years playing in St. Marys, so 
we're really excited to have him."

The other new player is forward Luca 

Spagnolo, also an 18-year-old from 
Milton. Spagnolo, who is listed at 5 
ft., 8 inches and 150 lbs., had 11 goals 
and 24 points in 18 games last season 
with the Burlington Eagles U18 'AAA' 
team. He added eight points (1-7) in 
six playoff games.

Spagnolo also played one game for 
the Fort Erie Jr. 'B' Meteors as an af-
filiate skater and clicked for a goal 
and an assist.

"Luca is a really good young pros-
pect," Smale said. "He led his Burling-
ton team in scoring as a U18 player, 
and he's going to Western as well."

The GM said Lee and Spagnolo at-
tracted lots of interest from other Ju-
nior teams as well.

"Jaden and Luca are players who are 
going to help us now, but also help 
us down the road in the future," he 
said. "There was a lot of interest in 
the area, with them going to school at 
Western, so we're happy to have won 
the sweepstakes and have them on 
our team."

New assistant GM hired

Lincolns also announced three staff 
changes. The new Assistant General 

Manager is Jeff Roy, a London resi-
dent and long-time 'AAA' coach. Roy 
replaces Mike Glover, who recently 
stepped down after two seasons with 
the team.

"Jeff has coached Elgin-Middlesex 
teams for multiple years; he's a really 
smart hockey guy," Smale said. "I re-
ally mesh well with him on his hockey 
philosophies and ideas, and I'm really 
looking forward to working with him."

The GM interviewed three candidates 
for the position. Interviews were held 
in the last couple of weeks.

Smale also announced that the Lincs 
have hired a new head trainer and 
new equipment manager.

The new trainer is Kaitlyn Monk-
house, who was an Athletic Therapist 
last season with Hamilton Kilty B's 
of the Golden Horseshoe Conference. 
She will be attending Fanshawe Col-
lege in London. Monkhouse replaces 
Darren Smale, who left the team fol-
lowing the 2021-22 season to pursue 
other opportunities. Smale was with 
the Lincolns since the 2019-20 sea-
son.

Tyler Scott, of Exeter, is the new 

equipment manager. Scott spent the 
past three seasons with the London 
Nationals and the previous two years 
with the Exeter Jr. 'C' Hawks..

The Lincs, meanwhile, have been 
holding weekly summer skates at the 
Stratford Rotary Complex for return-
ing players and prospects. "About 30" 
players have been participating in the 
weekly skates.

Six-team tournament in Ayr

In other GOJHL news, the Ayr Cen-
tennials, of the Midwestern Confer-
ence, are hosting a six-team Junior 
International tournament – featuring 
teams from three countries, Aug. 27-
31. It's called the Ayr Mutual Global 
Invitational.

The teams competing are: Mannheim, 
Germany, the Carleton Place Jr. 'A' 
Canadians, the Jr. Bruins from the 
Boston area, the Kitchener-Water-
loo Siskins, the St. Andrews College 
Saints from Aurora, and the host Cen-
tennials.

The Jr. Bruins are based in Marlbor-
ough, Mass. and teams in their or-
ganization play in the U.S. Premier 
Hockey League.

Veterans Austin Keleher, left, and Cole Schnittker pose for a quick photo during a 
Lincolns' summer skate last Wednesday night. The team has been holding weekly 
workouts at the Rotary Complex in Stratford.  (Payton photo)

Lincs' head coach Jeff Bradley draws up a drill at the team's summer skate at 
the Rotary Complex in Stratford last Wednesday night. About 30 players–a few 
veterans and mostly prospects–took part in the high-temp drills.  (Payton photo)

Two more aces by the Sandbaggers . . .
By Pat Payton

It was the fourth ace by a Sandbag-
ger golfer this year at St. Marys Golf 
and Country Club.

Loretta Czernis recorded her 
first-ever hole-in-one on the diffi-
cult par 3 No. 2 hole last Wednes-
day, July 6. Czernis used a 3-wood to 
notch her ace from about 155 yards 

out. That day, golfers were hitting 
to a blue flag on the top tier of the 
green.

"I was amazed; I couldn't quite be-
lieve it," she told the Independent. 
Czernis's husband Jonathan Ritten-
house was the first person in their 
group to discover her ball in the cup.

"I didn't see what happened, and 

Jonathan just yelped. He said 'it's 
in!'" she said with a laugh.

Fellow Sandbaggers Mike Wraith 
and Jim Blake were other witnesses 
to the hole-in-one.

Another ace Monday

Another Sandbagger, Tim Whitton, 
canned his second ace of the year on 

Monday of this week at St. Marys.

Using a 6-iron, Whitton hit his tee-
shot into the cup on the par 3 No. 
5 hole. The pin was a blue flag, ap-
proximately 178 yards away. "This 
time, I actually saw the ball go in," 
he said.

Whitton's first hole-in-one was on 
May 31 on the par 3 No. 2 hole.
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SPORTS —
St. Marys man wins gold in Canadian pickleball tourney
Steve Lawton and playing partner Jacques Roy played 17 games in one day at the national championships
By Pat Payton

KINGSTON - The first time was a charm for Steve 
Lawton.

The St. Marys man and playing partner Jacques 
Roy, of St. Thomas, won gold medals here at the 
2022 Canadian National Pickleball championships 
late last month. The event was held from June 20-
26 at the Invista Centre.

Over the course of six days, a total of 954 players 
from across Canada competed for the coveted ti-
tle of Canada's best pickleballer in age categories 
ranging from 10 to 80. Competition categories in-
cluded: men's and women's singles; men's and 
women's doubles, and mixed doubles. As a Pickle-
ball Canada sanctioned tournament, current inter-
national rules were in effect.

For Lawton, it was his first time competing at the 
nationals, but they set their sights on bringing 
home a medal.

"We were pretty confident that we could do well; 
our games leading up to the tournament had been 
pretty solid," he told the Independent. "To be hon-
est, I thought we would maybe get bronze or silver. 
Getting gold was a major bonus.

"I was over-pleased because I haven't played in 
many tournaments, so it was a major learning curve. 
To do so well was brilliant. Going into a tournament 
like that, you don't know what you're coming up 
against."

19 teams in their division

Lawton, 66, and Roy, 63, were among 19 teams that 
competed in the 60 to 69 men's doubles division (at 
the 3.5 level).

Each match was a best-of-three, up to 11 points, 
and a team has to win by a margin of two points. 
After defeating their first two opponents, Lawton 
and Roy lost their third match (two games to one) 
and were relegated to the loser's side of the brack-
et. When a team loses twice, they are eliminated, so 
Lawton and Roy had to keep winning to stay alive. 
And they did just that!

Lawton and Roy won five consecutive matches to 
reach the final, where they played an entry from 
Etobicoke.

The championship match consisted of three games 
to 11 points. Lawton and Roy won the first game, 
lost the second, and won the third. However, be-
cause the Etobicoke team had not lost a game all 
day going into the final, a fourth game (a tie-break-
er) was needed. Lawton and Roy won it 15-8 to 
clinch the gold.

17 games in one day

In total, Lawton and Roy played 17 games (against 
nine pairs opponents) in one day at the nationals.

"That is a heckuva of a lot of pickleball in one day, 
and we were extremely tired at the end of it," Law-
ton said with a laugh. "Our final game was two 

hours in length. There was some sitting around 
waiting for courts. We registered at 8 o'clock in the 
morning; our first game was at 8:30 a.m., and we 
finished at 9 o'clock at night."

A particular strategy proved to work very well for 
Lawton and Roy at the nationals.

"I always played on the right-hand side of the court, 
and Jacques always played on the left-hand side of 
the court," Lawton explained. "That's where both of 
us have our strengths. That was a key strategy.

"Jacques is a lot taller than me and has a lot of pow-
er and terrific shots from the left side, while I'm 
extremely quick and a very solid player."

Lawton said he and his playing partner were "very 
supportive" of each other.

"That's what you need. When you're playing 17 
games, you are going to make errors. It's a game 
of errors. But when you make an error, you have to 
put it behind you and play the next point."

Notes:

–Steve Lawton has been playing Pickleball for 
about five years, including competitively the last 
three years. He first started playing recreationally 
in Arizona.

–Lawton is a member of the St. Marys Pickleball 
Association, but also plays the sport in London, 
Sarnia and Kitchener. "I go where I can get the 
competition," he said. "If my wife (Judy) will let me, 
I will play every day of the week. I play four or five 
days of the week. I'm lucky that my wife is quite 
supportive."

–Lawton has been retired for almost six years after 
working in the nuclear industry in Chalk River, Ont. 
(Upper Ottawa Valley). He and his wife have lived 
in St. Marys since 2019.

–Lawton will now compete in the 55-and-over Pro-
vincial Pickleball Championships (Senior Games) 
in Peterborough in August. He will compete with 
another partner in those Games. They recently 
qualified in Komoka.

–Kingston previously hosted the Nationals in 2019, 
and has also been the host to two Eastern Canadian 
Pickleball Championships.

Steve Lawton, of St. Marys, left, and Jacques Roy, of 
St. Thomas, brought home gold medals from the 2022 
Canadian National Pickleball Championships last 
month in Kingston. Lawton and Roy were among 19 
teams that competed in the 60 to 69 men's doubles 
division.  (Contributed)

Former Lincoln Bylsma named head coach of AHL team
By Pat Payton

The Coachella Valley Firebirds have 
announced the hiring of former St. 
Marys Lincolns' forward Dan Bylsma 
as the first head coach in the fran-
chise's history. The American Hockey 
League affiliate of the NHL's Seattle 
Kraken will play their inaugural sea-
son in 2022-23.

Bylsma, 51, spent two seasons with 
the Lincs (1986-88), scoring 30 goals 
and leading the team in scoring in 
his second season in St. Marys. The 
Grand Haven, Mich. native then ac-
cepted an NCAA Division 1 scholar-
ship at Bowling Green University in 
Ohio.

The big winger went on to play 429 
NHL games with Los Angeles and 
Anaheim, before getting into coach-
ing in 2004 as an assistant with Cin-
cinnati of the AHL. 

Bylsma quickly made his way up the 
coaching ladder. He served as bench 
boss of the Pittsburgh Penguins from 
2008-14, posting an overall record of 
252-117-32. He won a Stanley Cup in 
his first season with the Pens in the 
spring of 2009, and was also named 
winner of the Jack Adams Award in 
2011 as the NHL's top coach.

After six years in Pittsburgh, Byls-
ma spent a season as head coach of 
the U.S. men's Olympic team, which 

finished fourth at the 2014 Winter 
Games in Sochi, Russia. He was then 
hired by Buffalo and was behind the 
Sabres' bench for two seasons (2015-
17). Bylsma also spent three years as 
an assistant coach with the Detroit 
Red Wings, before joining Seattle's 
AHL farm team as an assistant coach 
last season in Charlotte.

The Firebirds' 10,000-seat, $300-mil-
lion arena in Palm Desert, Calif., 
meanwhile, remains under construc-
tion and is scheduled to be completed 
and ready to open by December of this 
year. Coachella Valley will play some 
early-season home games in Seattle 
until the Acrisure Arena opens.
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LONDON - After a difficult start to 
their Western Ontario Soccer League 
(WOSL) season that saw the team 
lose four close games in a row, St. 
Marys Juggernauts are now unbeat-
en in their last five Second Division 
games following a pair of 1-1 draws. 

Here last Friday night, Juggernauts 
faced the second-place German Ca-
nadian Club on their home turf. The 
visitors got off to a fabulous start 
off a free kick near midfield. Remco 
Scheele delivered a pinpoint cross to 
a streaking Demari Brown, who vol-
leyed a rocket past the London keep-
er to give St. Marys an early 1-0 lead.

Unfortunately for the Juggernauts, 
the Germans were undeterred and 
controlled the ball well throughout 
the opening half. However, the local 
squad was steadfast on defence with 
centre-backs Harrison Ritchie and 
Jake Triemstra consistently repelling 
GCFC attackers.

With the first half winding down, 
Kyle Fennema had a glorious chance 
to extend the St. Marys lead, but was 
denied on a breakaway by the GCFC 
keeper. Shortly thereafter, a sequence 
of unfortunate bounces led to the ball 
falling to an attacking German player 
at the Juggernauts' penalty spot and 
he made no mistake to level the count 
at 1-1.

At the half-time break, coach Aaron 
Wybrow stressed the importance of 
retaining possession of the ball and 
challenged the central midfielders to 
control the middle of the pitch. Both 

suggestions were heeded as the ro-
tating group of Braiden Weston, Pe-
ter Buys, Derek Van De Walle, Maari 
Brown and Paul Reymer took turns 
forcing GCFC into bad passes and re-
covering loose balls before expertly 
distributing the ball to wingers and 
defenders alike.

Despite increased possession by the 
visitors and scoring chances at both 
ends, neither side was able to solve 
the opposition keeper and the Jugger-
nauts had to settle for a well-earned 
away point.

Juggernauts 1 - LS Croatia 1

Just ahead of the Canada Day/Home-
coming long weekend, the Jugger-
nauts hosted LS Croatia 'A' (3-1-2) at 
St. Marys DCVI field. With both teams 
operating on a shorthanded basis on 
a hot night, the pace of the game was 
less than spectacular, but the home 
fans were treated to a tough battle 
nonetheless.

St. Marys fell behind midway through 
the first half on a point-blank, 
sharp-angled shot by a London wing-
er, however, the Juggernauts kept 
their heads high and pressed for the 
equalizer through the remainder of 
the game. 

The squad was rewarded late in the 
second half when striker Demari 
Brown scored on a breakaway to knot 
the score at 1-1 which proved to be 
the final when all was said and done.

Notes:

–Juggernauts (2-3-3) have nine 

points and are just five behind the 
second-place German-Canadians (4-
2-1) in the WOSL's Second Division 
standings.

–London Scottish (5-0-3) have moved 
into top spot following weekend ac-
tion.

–Next up for the Juggernauts is a Di-
vision Cup match with London Scot-
tish in Taxandria this Saturday, July 
16. Next home game for the squad is 
Thursday, July 28 against the Wood-
stock Stallions 'B'. Kick-off at DCVI is 
8 p.m.

SPORTS —
Juggernauts extend WOSL unbeaten streak to five games
Team earns ties against two of the top clubs in the Second Division

Side-line encounter. Michael Reijnen, right, of the Juggernauts, battles a Lon-
don Croatia 'A' player (22) for the ball during a recent WOSL home game. St. 
Marys (2-3-3) is now unbeaten in its last five league games.  (Payton photo)

Braiden Weston (7), of the Juggernauts, slips a pass ahead to striker Demari Brown 
during a recent Second Division match against London Croatia 'A' at DCVI field. A 
late second-half goal by Brown gave St. Marys a 1-1 tie.  (Payton photo)

Game stars in 1-0 U16
Storm win over Whitecaps

U16 game stars. Defender Ryan Hodkinson, left, striker Grayson Ropchan and 
goalkeeper Joop Brinke were selected the three stars for the St. Marys U16 
Storm after their 1-0 Elgin-Middlesex soccer victory over the London White-
caps last Friday night at DCVI.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
St. Marys U16 Storm dominates Whitecaps in E-M action
Team sits in second place with 4-1-1 record; U16 boys win 1-0 Friday

By Pat Payton

It was a dominating performance by 
the St. Marys U16 Storm girls team 
last Thursday night at Solis Fields.

Paced by forward Sydney Grant's hat 
trick, Nathan Brown's Storm rolled 
to a convincing 11-1 victory over the 
London Whitecaps in Elgin-Middle-
sex District Soccer League action.

Charlotte Richardson added a pair of 
goals for St. Marys, which built a 5-0 
first-half lead. The singles went to 
Alex Binning, Olive Aarts, Adrianna 
Hollestelle-Black, Kylie Robertson, 
Abby Martin and Avery Jones.

Forwards such as Grant, Richardson, 
Binning and Aarts continually applied 
pressure on the Whitecaps' defence. 
Maddie Monisit-Brown didn't get on 
the scoresheet, but had a strong game 
in the midfield for the Storm. Martin 
was another strong defender.

The win improved the U16 Storm's 
league record to 4-1-1, leaving them 
in second place in their seven-team 
division. The team's only loss to date 
has been to Taxandria.

The U16 girls, who are sponsored by 
Stonetown Travel, are back in action 
this Thursday, July 14 when they host 
the Lucan Irish at 7 o'clock at the are-

na fields.

U16 boys win 1-0 Friday

In a U16 boys game Friday night at 
the DCVI field, the St. Marys Storm 
defeated the London Whitecaps 1-0 
in Elgin-Middlesex action.

Defender Ryan Hodkinson's sec-
ond-half goal was the game winner 
for St. Marys, and Joop Brinke regis-
tered the shutout. The Quadro-spon-
sored Storm held a wide territorial 
edge in play.

Alex Zulu and his U16 boys host Lu-
can on Friday, July 22 and St. Thom-
as on Friday, July 29. Both matches at 
DCVI start at 6:30 p.m.

U14 girls win big

On July 6, the St. Marys U14 Storm 
girls team trounced visiting Delko 
Brydge 12-1.

Maddie Monisit Brown and Alana 
Savile each netted hat tricks for St. 
Marys, while Charlotte Richardson 
and Aubrey Cousineau both clicked 
for two goals. Kacey Graham and Car-
lie Muir added the singles.

Mark Muir's squad has a home game 
on Wednesday, July 20, entertaining 
Glencoe at the Solis fields at 7 p.m.

In a U18 girls game on July 5, the St. 
Marys Storm nipped the Ilderton Ig-
nite 3-2 on goals by Audrey Littlejohn, 
Ellen Thorup and Megan Morning.

The U18 girls travel to Dorchester on 
Tuesday, July 19 for an 8:30 p.m. kick-
off.

The U14 Storm boys team defeated 

Grandtax 7-2 on July 5.

Griffin Ball connected three times for 
St. Marys, while Owen Maxwell had 
two goals. The singles went to Lewis 
Jenson and Simon Taylor.

The U14 boys travel to St. Columban 
on Thursday, July 14 for a 7 o'clock 
start.

Alex Binning, of St. Marys, crosses the ball to the front of the London Whitecaps' 
net during a U16 girls game at Solis Fields last Thursday night. The Storm won 
11-1 to improve their Elgin-Middlesex league record to 4-1-1.  (Payton photo)

The St. Marys U16 Storm girls team gets pumped up with a pre-game cheer before 
their Elgin-Middlesex soccer match against the London Whitecaps last Thursday 
night at Solis Fields. Sydney Grant had a hat trick for St. Marys.  (Payton photo)

FOR SPORTS TIPS
CONTACT PAT PAYTON

CALL 519-284-0108 OR EMAIL

PATRICKMPAYTON@GMAIL.COM
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SPORTS —
First-place U15 Blue takes on the Listowel Legionnaires

St. Marys U15 Blue shortstop Simon Greig tags out a Listowel base runner, start-
ing a double play last Monday, July 4 at Rotary Field. The Rockies lost 12-8, but 
remain in first place in the WOBA standings with a 7-5 record.  (Payton photo)

Trevor Richardson, of the U15 Blue team, takes a lead 
off second base during their WOBA game against Lis-
towel on July 4 at Rotary Field.  (Payton photo)

U15 Blue coach Ray Cousineau checks the batting or-
der prior to their WOBA game against Listowel Legion-
naires July 4 at Rotary Field.  (Payton photo)

Lead-off batter Isaac Cousineau looks for a good pitch 
to hit during the U15 Blue team's WOBA home game 
against Listowel Legionnaires on July 4.  (Payton photo)

Batterymates. Isaac Barber, left, and Owen Dittmer were the starting pitcher and 
catcher for the St. Marys U15 Blue team in their game against Listowel July 4 at 
Rotary Field.  (Payton photo)

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend

Rewards

CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM

Pickleball Switch tournament held Sunday morning

The Pickleball Switch Tournament was held this past Sunday on a perfect summer morning. The event drew an enthusiastic group of 24 players at the local courts. 
After an intense battle, the eventual winners Dave Tomlinson and Pamela Zabel (pictured above right) finally managed to edge out their opponents. The St. Marys 
Pickleball Association Club nights are Monday and Wednesdays. Newcomers are welcome at 6:00 p.m. to try it out.  (Contributed photos)

COMMUNITY —
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By Stewart Grant

It was July 20, 1969, when Apollo 11 
astronaut Neil Armstrong made “one 
small step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind.” The moment was broadcast 
worldwide on live TV, and I can only 
imagine how exciting it must have 
been for people all around the world 
to experience it in real-time.

Though I wasn’t alive in 1969, I’ve 
since watched replays of this broad-
cast. First, a black screen gives way 
to a grainy image of the astronaut as 
he slowly and cautiously moves down 
the ladder to the surface, all the while 
describing his experiences with his 
crewmates and mission control in 
Houston. First, he tests the surface 
from the foot of the ladder, sharing 
with his team (and the world watch-
ing) about the fine, almost powdery 
texture atop the moon’s crust, before 
finally making that historic first step 
and continuing his observations.

Fast-forward 53 years to July 11, 2022.

It’s been over a half-century since 
man last step foot on the moon, but 
thanks to the remarkable work of 
NASA’s diverse team of astronomers, 
astrophysicists, scientists, etc. who 
have spent the last couple decades 
developing, launching, and configur-
ing the James Webb Space Telescope 
1 million miles into space, this week 
we saw the first images that took us 
far deeper into space than we could 
ever imagine.

At 5:00 p.m. on Monday, I turned on 
NASA’s Live Feed on YouTube and 
gathered the family for the incred-

ible moment when we’d see the first 
image. 14-year-old Sydney was less 
than excited, protesting “it’s going to 
take like an hour before they show us 
anything. I’ve got things to do with my 
life.”

Nevertheless, the family humoured 
me by assembling in the living room, 
even after the 5:00 p.m. start time was 
pushed back to 5:30. Then we waited. 
And waited. While the same terrible 
music replayed and replayed on the 
NASA channel.

At last, sometime around 6:10 p.m., 
the show began. First some person 
did an introduction, followed by Vice 
President Kamala Harris, and then fi-
nally President Joe Biden. I honestly 
have no idea what the first two people 
said because the wild gyrations and 
expressions of the sign language lady 
in the right-hand corner were too dis-
tracting/entertaining. Maybe closed 
captioning would have been a better 
choice?

And then it was over to Joe Biden, who 
for whatever reason was tasked with 
trying to capture the energy of this 
moment. As the moon landing of 1969 
inspired a young generation to reach 
for the stars, somehow it was decided 
that 79-year-old and not-so-eloquent 
Joe Biden was going to inspire the 
youth of 2022 by introducing the very 
first image of the James Webb Space 
Telescope. And ironically, this was 
occurring on the same day that CNN 
shared a poll that 94% of Americans 
under the age of 30 don’t want him to 
run for President in 2024.

For the millions of people like me 
across the world that are fascinated 
by the scale of the universe and the 
prospect of seeing images from over 
13 billion years in the past, nearly 
back to the big bang itself, Biden ex-
plained why the grand unveiling was 
nearly 70 minutes late: he had to talk 
to his White House travel agent about 
an upcoming trip to the Middle East. 
Seriously Joe? Why the hell are you 
here?

Joe rambled on a bit about America 
being a country of possibilities, which 
I suppose is true but generally not in 
a good way.

Mercifully, Biden’s remarks ended, 
and we got to hear from an actual 
scientist from NASA who understood 
the images that we would be shown 
this week.

“If you held a grain of sand up to the 
sky at arm’s length, that tiny speck is 
the size of Webb’s view in this image,” 
the gentleman from NASA stated. Fi-
nally – some inspiration.

As I looked at the image, packed with 
light from thousands of galaxies, I ex-
tended my arm and imagined a tiny 
grain of sand on my index figure. To 
somehow picture all of this activity 
within that small area in our frame of 
reference, it is truly mind-blowing to 
think about how large our universe is. 
What we will learn from this new tele-
scope and from the geniuses at NASA 
over the coming weeks, months, and 
years will be astounding.

But next time? Please leave the poli-
ticians out of it and let’s hear the ex-
perts talk.

Joe Biden is not my Astrophysicist
COMMENTARY —

James Webb Space Telescope’s first images released

Delmar's Weekly Specials
 

25 South Service Rd. St. Marys (519 349 3022)

 
- roman meat lasagna -

 $12.99/5LB Tray
 

MORE FEATURES & SPECIAL BUYS
 Lynn's Bakery Pizza Shells $4.49/6

TCF  Plant Based Nuggets  $5.99/2kg
Toppits Canadian Cold Water Shrimp $9.99/340g

 
 PRICES IN EFFECT July 15 - 21,  2022 

Senior Discount  Day July 7 & 21WEEKDAYS 9-6

WEEKENDS 10-5
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Hindsight is g ratitude

What a weekend! Thank you to the entire St. Marys community –and beyond!– for 
accommodating and celebrating with us after a two-year delay. Our town was abuzz 
with activities for four days, with many opportunities for fun and friendship; we hope 
you enjoyed the weekend as much as we did! Thank you for your support and for 
your enthusiasm!                                            

Businesses and residents who  
decorated and lent helpful hands;

Bouncy castle volunteers
Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum

Don Pike
Famme & Co

Forman Electric 
Homecoming dance volunteers

McLean Taylor Construction
Murphy Bus Lines 

OCWA for the water truck
Rotary Club of St. Marys

RVS Draperies 
St. James Masonic Lodge

St. Marys DCVI 
St. Marys Fire Department

St. Marys Kinette Club

St. Marys Kinsmen Club
St. Marys Lions Club
St. Marys Museum

Stratford Police Services
The Front Porch Show 

Tourism ambassador volunteers
Town of St. Marys Public Works,  

Facilities and Recreation departments 

A special thank-you to:

Our generous event sponsors
Presenting SponsorsTitle Sponsors

St. Marys Independent

Gold Sponsors

Downtown  
St. Marys BIA

All Equip St. Marys 
Hubbard Pharmacy

Kingsway Lodge

Synterra Security  
Grason International

McDonald’s Independent

Silver Sponsors
Cubberley Plumbing

Forman Electric 
Hodges Funeral Home

Graham Energy 
Quadro 

Radar Auto Parts 
Famme & Co.

Social 31
St. Marys Buick GMC
St. Marys Vet Clinic
St. Marys Insurance  

St. Marys Landscaping 
St. Marys Cement

Veterinary Purchasing

Bronze Sponsors
Hitching Post

Atlin & Associate
Wildwood Care Centre 

Little Falls Car & Pet Wash
Finnie Distributing 

Tim Hortons
McKinley Hatchery

AllRoads
Foodland

Ashton Tire
Ideal Supply

Media Sponsors

  —Your Homecoming-Heritage 2022 Committee
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By Mary Smith

In Amy Cubberley’s “Looking Back” 
column in the Independent of June 
30, 2022, the following item ap-
peared in the 50 Years Ago section: 
“The latest in a series of complaints 
regarding damage to the washrooms 
at the CNR Station was reported at 
8:30 p.m. on June 23. Vandalism at 
the station has been a problem for 
several months.” This week’s photo-
graph of the station is from a post-
card dated 1982. Unfortunately, ten 
years after the 1972 complaints, the 
problem of vandalism continued at 
this location. 

The photographer, W. H. Coo of To-
ronto, was a train buff and his inter-
est was diesel engine 6526 bringing 
the passenger train across the trestle 
bridge over Trout Creek. The train 
would stop briefly at the St. Marys 
station and then proceed to London. 
Coincidentally, the photographer 
also took a picture of Journal Argus 
publisher, Lorne Eedy – his head just 
visible on the driver side of his Ford 
Bronco – arriving with two friends 
just as the train was pulling into the 
station. 

Coo described the building as “the 
fine St. Marys Ontario station.” Built 
in 1907, on the exterior it looked much 
as it had when it first opened. How-
ever, the interior was a different sto-
ry. By the 1970s, although Via trains 
still stopped in St. Marys, CNR had 
ceased staffing the building and had 
almost abandoned it. For passengers 
in transit, a small waiting area was 
available at the extreme south end of 
the building. It included a toilet stall 
and sink but these were frequently 
vandalized and unusable. In the days 
before cell phones, a telephone was 
mounted on the track-side exteri-
or wall – visible in the photograph 
– so that new arrivals could call for 
a taxi. More often than not, the pag-
es of the phone book were ripped 
out and strewn over the platform. 
Sometimes the telephone itself had 
been pulled off the wall, leaving no 
means of communication. This situ-
ation continued until 1988 when the 
town of St. Marys, having acquired 
ownership of the building, cleaned 
up and renovated both the interior 
and the surrounding grounds. To-
day the building is constantly in use, 
containing a proper passenger wait-
ing area and also the popular Station 
Gallery. Vandalism has abated.

Acts of vandalism have been a dis-
turbing presence in St. Marys and 
area for decades as references in old 
newspapers indicate. For example, 
on Halloween in 1880, two young 
men ran “a machine” into the river. 
In July 1881, a mill in Granton had 
its windows broken and in February 
1882, a farmer in Zorra had his har-
ness cut to pieces by “a miscreant.” In 
February 1884, the Argus reported 
that James Chalmers’ hardware store 
had its plate glass display windows 
scratched and ruined. In July 1884, 
the windows of West Ward School 
were broken, and in November 1887, 
tombstones were defaced in the old 
cemetery. In April 1896, the town of 
St. Marys offered a reward for infor-
mation about the breaking of electric 
street lights in the downtown. The 
St. Marys Boat Club was distressed 
to discover, in September 1909, that 
their marker buoys in the river had 
been destroyed. Some acts of van-
dalism may have been motivated by 
specific grievances and others the 
result of excess consumption of alco-
hol. But many were just purposeless 
acts of destruction, causing not only 
inconvenience but often consider-
able expense for the victims.    

Among the most startling acts of 
vandalism were those committed 
during the last of the historic Home-
coming celebrations, the 1927 Old 
Boys Reunion and Firemen Conven-
tion. This event was spread over a 
six-day period in mid-summer from 
late July until the first of August. An 
initial reading of the Journal Argus, 
Thursday, August 4, 1927, yields no 
hint that the Reunion was anything 

other than a spectacular success. The 
headline and sub-head read: “THE 
OLD BOYS HAVE COME AND GONE 
And Left Behind Them Many Pleas-
ant Memories That Will be Fondly 
Cherished in the Days to Come – 
Friendships Have Been Re-formed, 
Loved Ones Reunited and Stories of 
Romance and Adventure have been 
Told and Retold.” Fire brigades from 
all over southern Ontario had com-
petitions and demonstrated their 
equipment and skills while the Old 
Boys (and Old Girls) enjoyed horse 
races, baseball and lacrosse games, 
street dances, concerts and a midway.  
The final firefighters’ event was Sat-
urday evening, July 30, and on Sun-
day afternoon, an open air service 
with the massed choirs from local 
churches was held in Cadzow Park. 
On Monday, the final goodbyes were 
said and the visitors departed, taking 
their own pleasant memories home 
with them. 

But smaller items found in the same 
newspaper suggest a somewhat 
darker story. A number of people 
were determined to enjoy them-
selves fully and each day, after the 
official program ended, festivities 
continued late into the night, most-
ly along the streets and in the alleys 
of the town. As the week progressed, 
these revelries became increasingly 
unruly. Many local families chose to 
stay safely away from the downtown. 
There was damage to property. For 
example, the Journal Argus reported: 
“One of the celebrating visitors was 
shoved through the CNR telegraph 
office window on Friday night. The 
plate glass was shattered but the in-

juries to the guilty party will possibly 
never be known.” 

The setting of fires seemed to be a 
necessary part of the celebration. A 
number of outhouses were burned 
and “a second-hand manure spread-
er was thrown into Trout Creek af-
ter being fired.” The local fire bri-
gade had to respond to small fires 
deliberately set around the town on 
Friday and Saturday nights. “Chief 
Moyes said his men not only had to 
contend with the fires but with in-
terference from the crowd as well.” 
At four o’clock Friday morning as 
the celebrations from the previous 
night were finally winding down, a 
smoldering fire was discovered in 
“the gents’ lavatory” in the town hall 
basement. Fortunately, it was extin-
guished with buckets of water before 
much harm was done. Someone had 
tossed a match or a cigarette butt 
into a carton of waste paper. 

When the 1927 party was finally over, 
town officials may have viewed the 
curbs and gutters choked with con-
fetti, sold all week from booths on 
every street corner. They may have 
considered the property damage and 
the strain on the local fire brigade 
and perhaps questioned whether the 
reunion had been worth the effort. 
It would be 51 years before another 
one was held. The 1978 Homecoming 
and all subsequent reunions were 
pretty mild in comparison. 

Of course, vandalism continued 
through the years and is still with us, 
whether or not there are special oc-
casions to give it momentum. Vacant 
buildings have always been targets. 
Both the McDonald house on Water 
Street South and the Junction Sta-
tion on Glass Street were vacant for 
years and both were vandalized reg-
ularly. Random acts seem to occur in 
waves, particularly in the early days 
of summer and in the fall near Hal-
loween. Currently the town is deal-
ing with damage to three washrooms 
located in parks, recurring every 
weekend since they were opened for 
the season. As last week’s Indepen-
dent reported, these washrooms will 
now be locked every day from five 
p.m. until nine in the morning. Some 
may find this an inconvenience but, 
as Facilities Supervisor Ray Cousin-
eau recently explained, cleanup and 
repairs have been costing the town 
several hundreds of dollars of tax-
payers’ money each week.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Vandalism

HISTORY —

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COLUMN —

A good kitchen supply store 
can’t be beat. My two local 
favourites are Bradshaws 
Kitchen Detail on Ontario St 
in Stratford and Jill’s Table 
on King St in London. 

I have mentioned Jill Will-
cox and her talents in previ-
ous columns and wanted to 
share two amazing recipes 
she showcased in a recent 
cooking class demonstration. 

The store itself is an active 
community hub offering spe-
cialty food items, cookware, 
bakewear, kitchen gadgets, 
cooking classes, demonstra-
tions, recipes and more! It’s a 
real gem and if you have the 
opportunity to check out one 
of her classes, I highly rec-
ommend it. 

Here are two lovely sum-
mer-friendly recipes that can 

be tweaked to be vegetari-
an friendly and gluten-free 
should you wish. They are 
both very adaptable with 
their protein options as well. 
Wonderful for that al fresco 
dining experience!

Watermelon and Grilled 
Halloumi Barley Salad

Serves 6

This refreshing and bright 
salad is perfect for a back-
yard get together. Juicy wa-
termelon and barley pop in 
each bite and balanced with 
the salty kick of olives and 
cheese it will be a new fa-
vourite. Serve on it’s own or 
with grilled fish or chicken. 

¾ c pot or pearl barley or 
wheat berries: toast lightly 
in a pan first

3 c watermelon, diced

3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

2 tbsp fresh basil, chopped

Pinch of salt

2 c baby arugula

1 pkg Halloumi cheese, sliced 
crosswise into 6 pieces *can 
also use paneer

¼ c oil cured black or kala-
mata olives, sliced

Method:

-After toasting barley, add to 
a pot of water and bring to a 
boil for about 25min or un-
til tender and slightly chewy. 
Drain well and rinse under 
cold water.

-In a large bowl, toss togeth-
er cooked barley, watermel-
on, 2 tbsp of the oil, basil and 
salt.

-Spread arugula over a plat-
ter and top with watermelon 
mixture; set aside.

-Brush halloumi with re-
maining oil and grill over 
medium heat until marked/
golden. Remove from heat 
and place over top of salad. 
Sprinkle olives over top and 
serve. 

Mexican Street Corn and 
Turkey Salad

Serves 4

Grilled corn and turkey (or 
chicken) come together for 
a new spin on a summer 
favourite. Enjoy this salad 
warm or cold. For some fun, 
add a sprinkle of crushed 
tortilla chips on top.

1 boneless, skinless turkey 
breast *or chicken

2 tbsp canola or vegetable oil

½ tsp grated lime zest

2 tbsp lime juice

1 tsp ground cumin *can use 
chili powder

½ tsp each salt and pepper

4 cobs corn, shucked *if us-
ing frozen corn, sauté first 
with EVOO for 10 minutes

1 c feta cheese, rinsed first 
then crumbled

½ c red onion, diced

2 tbsp fresh cilantro, chopped

Cilantro Dressing:

¼ c light mayonnaise

2 tbsp cider vinegar

½ tsp chili powder

Pinch of salt

2 tbsp fresh cilantro, chopped

Method:

-Cilantro Dressing: in a small 
bowl, whisk together mayon-
naise, vinegar, chili powder, 
and salt until smooth. Stir in 
cilantro; cover and refriger-
ate until ready to use. *This 
dressing is also great on 
cooked chicken or salmon.

-Using a chef’s knife, re-
move tenderloin from turkey 
breast. Hold knife horizon-
tally in centre of the turkey 
breast and cut in half, you 
should have two equal sized 

pieces. Place all pieces into a 
large shallow dish or reseal-
able plastic bag.

-In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether oil, lime zest and juice, 
cumin, salt & pepper. Pour 
over turkey and turn to coat 
well. Let stand for at least 10 
minutes or cover and refrig-
erate for up to 12 hours. 

-Pre-heat grill to medi-
um-high heat.

-Spray corn cobs lightly with 
cooking spray and place on 
grill. Close lid and grill, turn-
ing occasionally for about 
10 minutes until golden. Re-
move to cutting board to cool 
slightly.

-Meanwhile, place turkey 
breast onto grill. Close lid 
and grill for about 5 minutes 
or until edge is golden. Turn 
and grill for 5 more min or 
until turkey is no longer pink 
inside and the juices run 
clear. Remove from grill.

-Cut kernel from corn and 
place in a large bowl. Chop 
turkey into bite size pieces 
and add to corn. Add feta, 
onion, and cilantro. Pour 
over cilantro dressing and 
stir gently to coat. 

Enjoy!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Showcasing Jill’s Table: A Feast of Kitchen Essentials

By Lauren Eedy

FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19

RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

KURAIDORI SELECT 

NOW 70% OFF! 

FINAL SALE. 
WHILE STOCK LASTS. 

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

10% off Raspberry based Jam and Jelly

New Store Hours in July

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Daily 10 -5; Saturdays 9 – 5

McCully's carries Ambrosia, and Gala.
Local Ontario Apples

Check out mccullys.ca for information and registration forms

2022 Summer Camp Registration

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide 
variety of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, beef 
stew and Shephard's Pie. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked 

fruit pie, maple butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep 
Fast & Simple
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A replica Pit House – the hand-dug, primitive accommodation that housed some 
Black Loyalist immigrants for up to a decade.  (Photos by Paul Knowles) The 1835 school at the Black Loyalist Heritage Centre.

COLUMN —

There is a tendency, among 
we Canadians, to look at the 
appalling history of race re-
lations south of our border, 
and to feel rather smug about 
our own record in these mat-
ters.

Wrong.

Although Canada (actually 
Great Britain – we were still a 
colony at the time) did allow 
escaping slaves to settle in 
Ontario at the time of the un-
derground railroad and ear-
lier than that, allowed Black 
Loyalists to come to Canada 
if they had actively support-
ed Britain against the Ameri-
cans at the time of the Ameri-
can Revolution (which ended 
in 1783), they were “allowed” 
– but they were not welcomed 
here.

If you have read the book 
or seen the mini-series of 

Lawrence Hill’s “The Book 
of Negroes”, you have some 
idea of the real story. I found 
both to be very powerful, 
highly educational, and quite 
shame-inducing. So when 
I got the chance to visit the 
Black Loyalist Heritage Cen-
tre in Shelburne, Nova Scotia 
a few weeks ago, one of my 
first questions was “Although 
Hill’s book is fictional, are the 
historical facts accurate?”

“Entirely” was the answer 
from Braden Chetwynd, 
programming and outreach 
co-ordinator for the Centre. 
It was really that difficult for 
the Black Loyalists who came 
to Canada.

If you are travelling in south-
west Nova Scotia and you 
should; it’s wonderful! The 
Black Loyalist Heritage Cen-
tre is a must-visit. But please 
schedule enough time to cap-
ture the whole story - two 
hours at least. The narrative 
is well told in the modern in-
terpretive centre, opened in 
2016. But it says a great deal 
as to how far we still must go 
when we learn that the orig-
inal interpretive centre was 
destroyed by arson in 2006.

In the well-designed new 
centre, a long wall is covered 
with quotes from Black Loy-
alists, with a number of vid-
eo screens available to guide 

visitors through the stories of 
the over 3,000 Black Loyalists 
who arrived in Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick between 
1783 and 1785. They were 
allowed to come from the 
United States to the British 
colony to live as free citizens 
because they had fought for, 
or otherwise supported, the 
British. Those who came to 
Canada included some who 
had been born free in Africa, 
captured as slaves, and trans-
ported in horrible conditions 
by ship to the Americas. Oth-
ers were born into slavery on 
this continent.

When they came to Nova 
Scotia, slavery still existed 
in the British Empire, and 
thus, in Canada. There is a 
museum, also in Shelburne, 
that was a home in the same 
era; in the basement of that 
home is the kitchen that was 
tended in the first decade of 
the 1800’s by a slave named 
Catherine Edwards.

Braden Chetwynd made it 
clear that the Black Loyalist 
immigration to Nova Sco-
tia was not inspired by an-
ti-slavery altruism. The Brit-
ish promise of freedom was 
not focused on freeing slaves, 
but on gaining personnel for 
the British army. 

And even when the promise 
of freedom was kept – and it 

wasn’t, always – “Here they 
found wind-swept rocks and 
broken promises. Here, too, 
they learned that though 
they may be free, they were 
not seen as equal.” Assigned 
rocky land ill-suited for 
farming, the newcomers built 
“temporary” pit houses – 
holes in the ground covered 
with lean-tos – and ended up 
living in them for up to a de-
cade. They learned survival 
skills in the foreign climate, 
not from white neighbours, 
but from the First Nations, 
Mi’Kmaq people.

Racism was the order of the 
day for these early Black 
Loyalists. Shelburne was the 
location of “the first record-
ed race riots in North Amer-
ica,” in 1784, as white citizens 
rampaged against the Black 
community. Life was so chal-
lenging that many took the 
opportunity to flee Canada, 
crossing the ocean to found 
Freetown, in Sierra Leone.

But many stayed, and today 
there are more than 50 Black 
Nova Scotia communities 
with most residents having 
roots stretching back to the 
Black Loyalist immigration.

One of those residents is Jes-
sie Corrigan, a descendent of 
Black Loyalists who grew up 
in Birchtown, the section of 
Shelburne that was home to 

the original Black Loyalists 
and is now the site of the Cen-
tre. She guided us through 
the heritage buildings that 
surround the new interpre-
tive centre, including the 
one-room school, dating back 
to 1835, which she attend-
ed as a child. There is also a 
church, a burial ground, and 
a replica pit house – a poi-
gnant reminder of how diffi-
cult existence was for these 
people who had made huge 
sacrifices for a new life that 
was a far cry from what they 
had been promised.

So a visit to the Black Loyal-
ist Heritage Centre is not a 
highly amusing, entertaining 
stop – but it is highly educa-
tional, imparting a vital mes-
sage for all Canadians. At the 
same time, there are plenty 
of reasons to smile – at the 
resiliency embodied in Jessie 
Corrigan, at the eagerness of 
the welcoming staff to share 
their history, to help us all to 
understand an era that must 
not be hidden behind opti-
mistic mythology and to make 
us all slightly better citizens 
of a country we share.

Paul Knowles is an author and 
travel writer. To contact Paul 
about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Exploring the history of Canada’s Black Loyalists

By Paul Knowles
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By VJ Knutson

As optimistic as I am, as eager to be-
lieve in the limitless potential of Can-
ada’s goodness, there are cases that 
stop me in my tracks and make me 
wonder.  Thirty-four-year-old Myko-
la’s story did just that.

“I must also be honest with you,” 
Mykola wrote just after we connect-
ed.  “Two months before the war I was 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.  I 
was suspended from my position as 
an air traffic controller for a period 
of 6 months.”  This was until his di-
agnosis was confirmed and treatment 
could be established, but then “fur-
ther examination and treatment in 
Ukraine” became impossible.  

I felt the weight of this young man’s 
burden.  I myself experienced the end 
of a beloved career due to a debilitat-
ing chronic illness.  It’s not an easy 
road. I also know, through friends and 
family living with MS, that our health 
care system is top notch.

Mykola invited his wife into the chat.  
We talked via video. I wanted to be 
just as open and frank with them as 
he was with me.  Most job postings 
for air traffic controllers are military 
related. He would not qualify for this.   
Besides, finding hosts in cities with 
airports is tough.

“I am fully operational and looking 
for a job…” Mykola assured me. “I also 
worked as an instructor (on Job train-
ing) and assessor. I have a higher ed-

ucation in marketing and a high level 
of English.”  Mykola’s willingness to 
reinvent himself boosted my convic-
tion to help.

While he researched everything he 
could about Canada, I sent him any 
helpful links I found. We kept the dia-
logue going for over a week.

Then one day, a host from Strath-
roy contacted me. “I have a family 
who will host…he’s not on Facebook; 
would you like his number?”

“I have a two-bedroom townhouse,” 
the homeowner told me.  “My wife and 
I had it on the market, but then we de-
cided we could offer it to a Ukrainian 
family.  It’s a large two-bedroom.  
They could have it for a year.  My wife 
and I will support them.”

I promised to get back to him as soon 
as I checked my list of possible guests.  
It didn’t take long before Mykola and 
his family came to mind.  I called 
them with the news.

“Wow, that’s just an incredible offer,” 

Mykola responded.  Of course, they’d 
accept.  Tears of relief shone in all our 
eyes.

Making a match is just one part of 
the process.   Making sure that this 
new family has the supports they 
need comes next.  I contacted another 
host and their guests who I’d brought 
together a month back.  Like Myko-
la, this family also have young chil-
dren.  They chatted, compared notes 
on their children and agreed to stay 
in touch.

Last night, the homeowner texted me 
on the way to the airport.  Mykola and 
family had arrived.  This morning, I 
awoke to this:

“Hello V.J.  We arrived yesterday. And 
we were simply incredibly impressed 
by the wonderful people who met us. 
It is hard to believe that this is pos-
sible nowadays. To receive so much 
support, sympathy, care, and atten-
tion from strangers.  Thank you fate 
for bringing us together.  We were 
insanely lucky.  Our hearts are over-
flowing with love for you and all Ca-
nadians.  Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts.”

Mykola’s journey has just begun.  
There are many hurdles ahead, but 
as with most of the Ukrainians I have 
met, I have faith his courage and mo-
tivation will carry him through.

Have a question or topic for an up-
coming article.  You can contact me at 
english.knutson@gmail.com

COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE: Hurdles
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Sudoku

Id: 80216

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 28

4 7 2
3 6 9

1 8 5
6 9 5 3
3 9 7

1 5 8 6
9 5 2 4
6 4 2 8

Solution
4 1 7 9 5 2 8 3 6

3 8 5 4 7 6 9 1 2

2 9 6 1 8 3 4 7 5

8 6 2 7 9 4 1 5 3

5 3 9 6 2 1 7 8 4

7 4 1 5 3 8 2 6 9

9 5 8 2 6 7 3 4 1

6 7 4 3 1 9 5 2 8

1 2 3 8 4 5 6 9 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A frog eating 

cheese puffs.

What is green 

and orange and 

needs a napkin?

Jack Hemstock (4)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Our Pet of the Week is Ozzy.  Ozzy is a very 
energetic 1 1/2 year old Australian Shepherd 
who loves to be part of the action during his 

owner's work video calls throughout the day.  He 
also loves to play fetch with his owners, Marc 

and Christine Winter.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK” OWNER YOU HAVE WON 

A TREAT BAG FROM MCPHAIL’S
See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

Now offering nail trims for 
dogs cats and small animals.
Call 519 - 284-4000 to make 

an appointment

Riddles
How do you stop a 

dog from barking in 
the back seat? 

Put it in the front 
seat 

How do you make a 
sausage roll? 

Push it down a hill 

Why did the cookie 
have to go to the 

hospital? 

Because he was 
really feeling 

crumby 

Why did the tap 
dancer retire? 

Because he kept 
falling in the sink

What kind of light did 
Noah use on the ark? 

Flood lights 

What goes up but 
never goes down? 

Your age 

What happens when 
you throw a green 

rock in the Red Sea? 

It gets wet 

What do you call a 
man with a car on his 

head? 

Jack

What did the mom 
corn ask baby corn? 

“Where is pop corn?” 

What’s a skeleton’s 
favourite instrument? 

A tromBone. 

What kind of mail 
does a superstar 

vampire get? 

Fang mail. 

What did Dracula’s 
teacher say when he 
failed his math test? 

“Can’t you count, 
Dracula?

- Word Search -

Flowers
Aerate

Perennial
Rain

Sunshine
Vegetables

Annual
Cultivate

Germinate
Shrubs
Trowel

Bareroot
Drainage

Evergreen

OUR GARDEN
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth
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HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR A GREAT 
OUTDOOR JOB?
Benefits, Pension Plan,          

Competitive Wage, Full-Time. 
Must be reliable, fit, willing to 

work.
Call Liz at 519-801-3442

Industrial Road, St. Marys

HELP WANTED:  

Millwright with Electrical Abilities 
- Shift Day/Afternoon

The successful candidate is required to have 3-5 years experience in 
a Maintenance Dept - in the food industry is an asset.  Responsible 
for find tuning, change over, rebuilding of all food processing 
equipment and general maintenance of the plant. 
Key Responsibilities:
· Performs routine work assignments in the following disciplines; electrical, 
welding, fabricating, plumbing;
· Read and understand technical bulletins, manuals, instructions and blueprints;
· Install maintain, troubleshoot, and repairing stationary industrial machinery 
and mechanical equipment;
· Provide support in facility related projects and preventative maintenance tasks;
· Inspect and examine machinery and equipment to detect and fix irregularities 
and malfunctions;

Qualifications
· Post Secondary Certificate or equivalent
· Ability to communicate effectively through oral and written communications;
· Ability to work in a moderate to cold working environment;
· Ability to remain flexible and adapt to fluctuating work requirements;
· Ability to work overtime and weekend as needed to complete all assigned 
tasks/duties
· Strong preventative maintenance and troubleshooting ability

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Apply by emailing your resume to: eparmigiani@delmarfoods.ca

Waste Water Operator/Sanitation 
- Shift Day/Afternoon Shift

The Industrial Waste Water/Sanitation Operator's primary 
responsibilities include the maintenance of the waste water system 
and CIP systems. The Candidate must be willing and able to take on 
tasks and assignments that might be otherwise outside of their 
normal job description. 
This hourly position is for 40-44 hrs per week. We offer competitive 
wages and straight shift stability.
Job Responsibilities:
· Operate and maintain waste water system to comply with both safety and 
discharge standards.
· Set up and monitor plant CIP systems for pre-operational sanitation of process 
and packaging equipment.
· Complete all required documentation and scheduled quality checks.
· Will have working knowledge and experience with processing and packaging 
operations.
· Maintain a clean, sanitary and safe work area.
· Responsible for adhering to food safety and quality system requirements by 
committing to meet all pertinent regulatory, customer and SQF requirements
· Assist in identifying opportunities to improve processes

Qualifications and Experience:
· High School Diploma or GED preferred
· Previous waste water operator experience
· Industrial food plant experience
· Experienced at analyzing process data and equipment performance data to 
improve quality, throughput, and troubleshoot.
· Must be able to work in a wet environment.  Occasionally exposed to fumes or 
airborne particles; toxic or caustic chemicals.  Exposure to allergens other than 
peanuts, tree nuts and shellfish
· Be able to effectively work in a team environment
· Demonstrate the following traits: respect, honesty, personable
· Excellent attendance record

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Apply by emailing your resume to: eparmigiani@delmarfoods.ca

Forklift Driver (Must be able to run 
stand-up high reach forklift)

Shift: Days/Afternoon
To oversee movement of finished goods and raw materials and 
packaging into and out of the plant and maintain proper 
documentation per HACCP program guidelines. (40-44 hr work week)
Key Responsibilities:
· Coordinates outgoing orders
· In charge of associated paperwork
· Assembles products to fill orders
· Ensures stock rotation is respected
· Maintains Good Manufacturing Practices in the area
· General Labour activities when asked

Education:
· Minimum high school or College education

Personality:
· Must be able to multi-task, follow direction, agreeable, able to quickly analyze 
delivery situations.

Skills:
· Forklift (stand-up mandatory), Pump trucks, etc.

Delmar Foods, 25 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A7
Apply by emailing your resume to: eparmigiani@delmarfoods.ca
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AZ or DZ driver wanted
Monday to Friday 8 AM – 5 PM 

With CVOR, plus yard work
Call or drop off resume

519-284-2800
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OBITUARY

Ulch
ULCH, Ronald P.
January 22, 1946 – July 2, 2022
With sadness, but many great 
memories, the family of Ron 
announce his peaceful passing 
at Sakura House. Beloved hus-
band and best friend of Linda 
for 50 years. Dearly loved dad 
to Chris (Felicia) and Cheryl 
(Mark). Cherished and adored 

Grandpa of McKinley "The Girl". Survived by his sister 
Judy Ryan (Bud 2004) and brothers Doug, Jim (Judy), 
Dave (Linda), Paul, Jack (Marilyn) and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Mark and Pauline. Ron was 
a quiet and hardworking, well respected man. He was 
a truck driver all his life and enjoyed long drives in the 
country. He loved relaxing on the couch, watching wres-
tling and his favourite truck shows and spending time 
with "The Girl". He will be missed by family, friends and 
the many neighbours whom he chatted with on the side-
walk. Cremation has taken place. There will be no funer-
al service but a private family gathering later. As expres-
sions of sympathy, memorial donations may be made to 
Glioblastoma Tumor Research, VON Sakura House, or 
Alexandra Hospital, Ingersoll. Arrangements entrusted 
to McBeath-Dynes Funeral Home, 246 Thames Street 
South Ingersoll, Ontario (519-425-1600). Personal con-
dolences may be posted at www.mcbeathdynes.ca. 
Loved, missed, and will never be forgotten!

OBITUARY

Meinen
BILL MEINEN
On Thursday, July 7, 2022 the 
Lord called Bill Meinen, 70, of 
Exeter to his eternal reward.
Beloved husband of Darlene 
Meinen. Dear father of William 
(Suzanne) Meinen, Tania (Jeff) 
VanderHeide, Ryan (Melinda) 
Meinen, Shaun (Michelle) Mein-
en and the late Jared Meinen 

(2009). Loving grandfather of Noah, Anneka, Asher, 
Elyse, Barak and Judah; Jordan, Tamara, Brooke and 
Apryl; Owen, Liam, Wyatt, Felicity and Violet; Emery, 
Grayson and Abigail. Also surviving are his step-sons 
Timothy (Ashley) Ferguson and their family Brayden, 
Gavin and Addison, and Michael (Brittany) Ferguson 
and their family Tyler, Ryan and Payton. Dear brother of 
Frances Van Eyk, Margaret Otten (Martinus), Alice Van 
Pelt (Arend) and Grace Benjamins. Dear brother-in-law 
of Renee Meinen, Jake De Vries, Hugh (Barbara) Munro 
and Paul (Sherri) Munro.
Predeceased by his parents Berend and Annichje Mein-
en, brothers John, Henk (Betty) and Stoffer, sisters Ann 
De Vries and Willy in infancy and brothers-in-law Everett 
Benjamins and Arie Van Eyk.
Bill was a tender hearted, kind, gentle spirit who loved 
God and his family. There is no greater peace than 
knowing he is with his Lord and Saviour.
Friends were received at the Lockhart Funeral Home, 
109 Montreal St., Mitchell on Monday, July 11, 2022 from 
2-4 and 6-8 p.m. The funeral service was held at Bethel 
Free Reformed Church, Mitchell on Tuesday at 11:00 
a.m. Interment followed in Bethel Munro Cemetery. Bill's 
service may be viewed at LockhartFuneralHome.com.

OBITUARY

Hammond
Jo Ann Hammond-Meiers de-
parted quietly on June 26th, 
2022 in her 72nd year, at 
University of Alberta Hospital 
in Edmonton, Alberta. Born 
on the 5th day of December 
of 1949 in Waterford, Ontario, 
the eldest daughter; she was 
predeceased by her parents, 
Telford (Chum) and Editha 
Hammond, and her brother 

Peter Hammond. 
She is survived by her husband, Gary J. Meiers; son, 
Michael Meiers (Clarice); brothers Charlie (Audrey), 
Rick (Sandra), and sister-in-law Mary Hammond; her 
many nieces and nephews: Daniel, John, Patrick, 
Chad, Dean, Jane Ann, Derek, Ryan, Warren, Jenna 
(along with their partners); and several grand nephews, 
nieces, and cousins. Jo Ann worked in the field of men-
tal health counselling upon graduation from the Univer-
sity of Guelph in 1975 with a Masters in Psychology. 
She became a Registered Psychologist in 1982 and 
went on to receive her Ph.D. from the University of Al-
berta in Counselling Psychology in 1992. In addition, Jo 
Ann was a Board-Certified Dance/Movement Therapist 
(2009), who obtained Registration with the Academy of 
Dance Therapists (1986), a Registered Canadian Art 
Therapist (2005) with the Canadian Art Therapy Associ-
ation, a Registered Art Therapist with the American Art 
Therapy Association, longstanding member of the Ca-
nadian Group Psychotherapy Association and lifetime 
member of the Psychologist’s Association of Alberta. 
Embodying the spirit of lifelong learning and an infec-
tious youthful exuberance, Jo Ann was highly motivated 
to keep abreast of changes and current methodologies, 
this commitment to continued education led to her at-
taining a graduate diploma in Distance Education and 
Technology from Athabasca University (2009), complet-
ing levels I and II of Eye Movement Desensitization and 
Reprocessing training from the EMDR Institute (1998) 
and becoming a Certified Law of Attraction Life Coach 
with the Quantum Success Coaching Academy (QSCA) 
(2013). Compassion with intention, steadfastness with-
out rigidity, an openness to different perspectives yet 
firm in her resolve to champion a cause she believed 
in. 
Over the many decades, Jo Ann never abandoned 
that which she felt gave her life purpose and meaning; 
demonstrating unwavering dedication to her chosen 
profession and many clients who came to trust and 
depend on her to offer guidance or support in times of 
need. In her personal and professional life, she was al-
ways willing to do her best to serve as someone’s port 
in a storm. However, despite her numerous achieve-
ments, it was clear to all who knew her that Jo Ann’s 
most treasured title and role in life, was that of being 
mother to her son Michael, the sunshine of her life. 
A proud member of the Hammond family, thoughts of 
her family in Ontario were never far from her mind; 
and a loving and devoted wife to her husband Gary J. 
Meiers of 36 years; Jo Ann Hammond- Meiers will be 
missed by many to whom she served as a mentor, ally, 
friend, and beloved confidante; may her memory live 
on through all those who cherished her.In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in the memory of Jo Ann can be made 
to: WIN House PO Box 20088 RPO Beverly, Edmonton 
AB T5W 5E6 or a local charity that supports women 
and/or children in need in your area. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, St. 
Marys (519-284-2820) with online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

MacKay
Douglas Franklin MacKay of 
Thorndale passed away from 
cancer in the arms of his loving 
wife at home on July 9th, 2022 
in his 75th year. Doug was the 
only child to his late parents, 
Frank (1998) and Elsie (Brad-
shaw) MacKay (2007) of St. 
Marys, ON. 
Doug will be missed terribly by 

his best friend, constant companion and loving wife, 
Lois (Elliott) MacKay.  He was the extremely proud 
father of Kylie (Ike Vanderweg) of Arva, and Craig 
(Amy Stevens) of Port Stanley.  For the past seven-
teen years, his two grandchildren Caelan and Camden 
MacKay of Port Stanley brought him great joy and hap-
piness.  He proudly attended Camden’s hockey and 
ball games and watched with pride at Caelan’s drama 
and singing performances and art presentations. 
Music was Doug’s passion, first as a trumpet player 
with the St. Marys Marching Band, where he met Lois.  
They have since marched in step together for over 56 
years!  He also played for a number of years with Andy 
Hoe’s Dance Orchestra.  Later, he learned to play the 
bagpipes as a nod to his Scottish heritage. Doug loved 
his career as an elementary school teacher and even 
after retirement he continued to teach for twelve more 
years.  As a teacher, he was an active member and 
eventually president of the OPSTF.  At the schools 
where Doug taught, he would integrate musicals into 
the curriculum and along with the music teachers, they 
produced many excellent musicals, which students en-
joyed whether acting, singing or building props.  
For every Remembrance Day, Doug played the trumpet 
at his school’s Assembly. At every school he taught, 
Doug coached numerous boys and girls sports teams.  
He also enjoyed coaching in community leagues in-
cluding; St. Marys Minor Hockey, St. Marys Women’s 
Hockey, Wellburn Softball, Thorndale Minor Baseball, 
Thorndale Men’s Slo-Pitch (coaching and playing) and 
playing with St. Marys Men’s Slo-Pitch.  Long-lasting 
friendships developed for Doug and Lois while he 
played with the West Nissouri Expos and their local 
coed team. Doug had a real sense of adventure and he 
and Lois loved to travel.  
They spent a year teaching in Australia where their 
daughter was born.  They travelled extensively from 
coast to coast in Canada, most of the states, Mexico, 
Costa Rica, most of South America, the Caribbean 
Islands (especially Cuba), and all the European Coun-
tries, including Russia. Doug had a love of classic 
cars and spent decades with his friend and mentor 
KB Lindsay (2018) repairing, sanding and painting old 
cars.  Doug’s most recent classics were his ’59 Cadil-
lac, ’57 Pontiac (just like his 1st car) and ’49 Ford truck. 
Cremation has taken place and a Celebration of Life 
will take place at a later date.  
Doug has requested that in lieu of flowers or charitable 
donations, you take your family on a special outing and 
raise a glass in his memory. The family wish to say a 
big Thank You to the staff and nurses of HCCSS and 
the Saint Elizabeth Nursing Agency, and Dr. Foster of 
St. Marys Medical Clinic for their professional and sup-
portive care so Doug could stay at home with family.  
Also, a heartfelt Thank You to friends and neighbours, 
especially Kirsten, Marc, Chris, Bonnie, Bob and Lin-
da. Arrangements entrusted to the Andrew L. Hodges 
Funeral Home, St. Marys (519-284-2820) with online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 
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OBITUARY

McGarry
Mary Magdeline McGarry 
(née Foreman, Waboose) was 
called home suddenly on July 
4, 2022 at the age of 66. A 
proud and vibrant Anishnaabe 
Kwe, eternally faithful, a ded-
icated and compassionate 
lifelong nurse (Class of 1976, 
Confederation College) from 
Pickle Lake to St. Marys. 

Predeceased by her parents Sylvia, Cornelius, and 
brothers Richard and James. Devoted wife of John, 
loving mother of Justin (Holly), Rachel (Sylvia), Rebec-
ca (Adrian), step-mom to Rob (Jennifer), Chris, and 
caring Kokum to Lauren, Charlotte, Sloane, Simone, 
Gabrielle, Cassidy, Kennedy and Gelsey. Cherished by 
her many nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends. An active fundraiser and member of the com-
munity, Mary was a beacon of light, courageously lead-
ing with love and sharing her zest for life and adventure 
with all that crossed her path. Lover of travel, the great 
outdoors, all things Elvis, and fearless leader of her 
Walkie Talkies hiking group. Until we meet again. 
In honour of her wishes, the family will be planning a 
CELEBRATION OF LIFE on September 2, 2022. De-
tails to follow. Donations can be made in her name to 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Canada or Ovar-
ian Cancer Canada. 
It is important to, as Mary would say, “Walk on!” 
Arrangements entrusted to Logan Funeral Home, 371 
Dundas Street, London, Ontario (519-433-6181). On-
line condolences can be expressed at www.loganfh.ca 
We understand who we are - We know where we came from - 
We accept and understand our destiny here on Mother Earth - 

We are spirit having a human experience.

LOOKING
BACK

Police seek 20% pay hike
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

Two hundred gallons of contaminated transformer oil and 
an old transformer will soon be leaving St. Marys, at a cost 
of $10,964. The oil and transformer have been sitting in the 
PUC sub-station on St. George Street for the last 10 years.

Public Works Foreman Roy Blanchard of St. Marys was re-
cently presented with a gold watch for 27 years of service 
to the Town. Mayor Jamie Hahn made the presentation at a 
Town Council meeting.

The Ontario government recently downloaded 67.5km of 
road to the County of Perth.  The County will get a one-time 
grant of $3.358 million to assist with this increased road 
maintenance.

Kirk Rankin, who owns and operates a 22-acre mink ranch 
just north of St. Marys along with his father Jim Rankin, 
is currently erecting a seven-foot high chain-link fence, 
stretching 1,800 feet around his property. This comes after a 
mink ranch near Blenheim was sabotaged by animal rights 
activists.

50 years ago (1972)

Construction of the sewage disposal plant, Thomas Street, 
appears to be in its final stages with sodding and other fin-
ishing touches underway.

Meterman Frank Reid has a complaint. It seems a good 
many motorists totally ignore the fact that when meters are 
hooded, no parking is allowed in that particular slot. This 
leads to traffic difficulties at various times.

The St. Marys Police contract for 1972 is going to arbitration, 
according to a letter received from the Police Association. 
Councilor Mrs. Doris May, chairman of the police committee 
on Council, notes that the local police originally asked for a 
20% raise, then came down to 15%. Town Council won’t go 
higher than 10%.

St. Marys Police had a DOA (dead on arrival) case on Friday. 
A lady on Ingersoll Street reported a cat in her car motor 
compartment when she started her car. The police found the 
cat had lost a battle with the fan and removed the remains 
and cleaned up the car. 

75 years ago (1947)

The Highways Department have placed two roadside tables 
for the use of tourists in a shady spot on No. 7 Highway, just 
this side of McCully’s Hill.

Rotarians enjoyed a Golf Day at St. Marys Golf Club yester-
day afternoon. About 25 players took part in the afternoon 
competition. Many members were joined by their ladies for 
dinner at 6:30, catered by John Massey and his assistants.

Tom Pinney, Royal Edward Hotel proprietor, had to part 
with his pet terrier, Tiny, this past weekend. Tiny, who has 
been a favourite in the Pinney family for 19 years, was put 
away in a humane fashion by the veterinary.

Several hundred Polish veterans of World War II have been 
placed on Ontario farms this past week, among them is one 
assigned to the farm of W.C. Somerville, RR 6 St. Marys.

100 years ago (1922)

A memorial monument to the memory of the Blanshard sol-
diers who died in the War was unveiled in Rannoch. The day 
is one that will be long remembered in the township.

Henry Ford will shortly commence the erection of a large 
$6,000,000 addition to his present plant at Ford City, near 
Windsor.

The tennis tournament held on Tennis Park on Saturday af-
ternoon was won by the Parkhill Club. The visitors seeming-
ly were just a little too fast for the locals.

Members of the St. Marys Orange Lodges report a splen-
did turnout in the walk at St. Thomas on Wednesday. South 
Perth Lodges led the parade and the St. Marys Lodge No. 
518, headed by the Kiltie Band made for a fine showing.

1, 2, 3, WHO?

Vic was born and raised in Stratford. A job at Vet Purchasing 
brought him to St. Marys in 1989. He worked there for 24 years, 
retiring 9 years ago.

He started umpiring at the age of 17. He actually met his wife 
Jean at a game. He called her out and she told him that he owed 
her a beer, which he has been buying ever since. There are too 
many games officiated to mention most of them. One that stands 
out is being the home plate umpire for the final of a game in 
Sebringville where the team would represent Canada at an inter-
national competition.

A karaoke at the Creamery launched his brief career in singing. 
He was to compete in the follow-up competition at Norma Jean’s 
in London, but when he came back from vacation he found that 
the date had been moved up a week. He also won a talent show 
at the Beachville Legion, winning a recording contract as the 
prize.

With jobs and the Army and Navy in Stratford, he got to chat 
with people like Colm Fiore, Christopher Plummer and William 
Hutt. 

Vic and Jean have 3 girls, 7 grandchildren and 9 great grandchil-
dren. When Vic isn’t umpiring you will see him out and about on 
the golf course with his pals.

If you have a suggestion for a future “1, 2, 3 Who” personality, 
send an email to info@stmarysindependent.com

VIC MANSFIELD

OBITUARY

Campbell
Muriel Yvonne Campbell, age 
94, passed away peacefully 
at LHSC – Victoria Campus, 
surrounded by her family, on 
Friday, July 8, 2022. She was 
born on February 22, 1928, in 
Nissouri Township to Thomas 
and Caroline Elgie. 
Muriel was a very proud, inde-
pendent women, with a feisty, 

competitive edge. She loved a good game of cards or 
scrabble, and adored her London Knights. She deeply 
valued the many wonderful moments she shared with her 
family, and her very dear friends at Argyle Manor. She is 
predeceased by her husband of 54 years, Victor Camp-
bell and her three brothers, Gordon, Ken and Bill (Del) 
Elgie. She is survived by her three children Carol Rhiger, 
Don Campbell (Cindy) and Dora Shewaga (Johnny), 
her 6 grandchildren, Chris Rhiger, Lindsey Rhiger, Lisa 
Johnson (Brad), Geoff Campbell (Shelley), J.J. Shewa-
ga, Trevor Shewaga (Silvija), 9 great grandchildren and 
many nieces and nephews. 
Family and Guests will be received for visitation on 
Thursday, July 14, 2022 from 12:00 – 1:00 pm at Forest 
Lawn Funeral Home, 1997 Dundas Street East, London. 
Funeral Service to follow at 1:00 pm. Burial to take place 
at Forest Lawn Cemetery. In memory of Muriel, memorial 
donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion. Online condolences and donations, may be made at 
www.forestlanwmemorial.ca

Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & 
Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick 
& stone on custom homes as 
well as specializing in laying thin 
stone for fireplace installation 
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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REPAIR

WINDOWMORTGAGE

REPAIR & SERVICE
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SENIORS TRAVEL

CLEANINGHOME CARE

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

�������������������������������

�
�	���������������������������������������������
��������������������������

Owen Lewis-Havard

owenlewis82@gmail.com
Cell: 519-852-8453

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

TREE SERVICE
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BBQ season is here! 
Norpac Beef, Johnson 

Sausage and Walnut Hill 
Pork products available.

End of life care providers 
in the comfort of your 

own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
519-777-9393
gracepalliation@gmail.com
www.gracepalliation.com

Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL
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RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED 
AD HERE FOR JUST 

$10 PER WEEK

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, 

OR ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at

info@stmarysindependent.com
or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent

Sudoku

Id: 80216

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 28

4 7 2
3 6 9

1 8 5
6 9 5 3
3 9 7

1 5 8 6
9 5 2 4
6 4 2 8

Solution
4 1 7 9 5 2 8 3 6

3 8 5 4 7 6 9 1 2

2 9 6 1 8 3 4 7 5

8 6 2 7 9 4 1 5 3

5 3 9 6 2 1 7 8 4

7 4 1 5 3 8 2 6 9

9 5 8 2 6 7 3 4 1

6 7 4 3 1 9 5 2 8

1 2 3 8 4 5 6 9 7

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc.Wayne Gretzky rookie 
card Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

For Rent
Seniors apartment in the Rotary Parkview West. Spacious, Newly ren-
ovated, Furnished, 2 bedroom, 1bath with walk in shower, 5th floor, 
corner unit overlooking river, 6 appliances, Osmosis water conditioner, 
air conditioned, Elevator and secured entry. Private park space. No 
pets or smoking. Asking $1950 month Contact 226-921-1359

For Sale
Riker Display Cases and coloured inserts, various sizes. Display your 
military medals and badges, lighters, buttons, pins, jewellery, etc. 
Cases are good quality, Made in USA. Also looking to buy local mili-
taria. Phone: 519-671-9871

Wanted
Mature male, seeks one bedroom apt.non-smoker, no pets,
519-274-1609 IN MEMORIAM

Harris
In memory of Jean Audrey Marie Harris (Wakem) 
July 17, 2021
A mother’s love is an unspoken promise
To be patient and kind
To be wise and guide
With unwavering devotion
We were fortunate to call you our mom.
Love, Debra, Helen, Dan, Mary, Philip and families. 

IN MEMORIAM

Megens
In memory of a loving Father, Grandfather, Great 
Grandfather and Great, Great Grandfather John J. 
Megens who passed away July 14, 1998
Our lives go on without you,
But nothing is the same,
We have to hide our heartache,
When someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
When we were all together,
But with the love in our hearts, 
You walk with us forever.

Lovingly remembered by
The Megens, deGroot  and Brandt Families

THANK YOU

Kittmer
The family of David Kittmer, would like to express our 
deepest appreciation for everyone's sympathy as we 
mourn his loss. The shared memories from all of you 
at his funeral, along with the flowers, cards, phone 
calls, gifts of food, and words of condolence meant a 
great deal to us all.
We would especially like to thank Andrew Hodges Fu-
neral Home, for their professional and caring arrange-
ments. Pastor Richard Hryniw, for doing a wonderful 
service to honor Dave's life. Thank you also to Julie 
at The Flower Shoppe & More, and Towne & Country 
Cheese Shop for providing a very delicious lunch, fol-
lowing the service. For all of you who played a special 
part that day, it will always be remembered.
Special thank you to Dr.Anita Florendo Combermac, 
NP Wilma Koopman, and all of the Neuromuscular 
team at University Hospital. Thank you to Dr.Gatfield, 
St.Marys Memorial Hospital, and Nurse Karen Lam-
bert.
To everyone who reached out to us during our time of 
mourning, we are grateful for your continued support 
and love during our time of need.
Dave will be missed dearly by us all. 
Donna, Cindy & Andy, Nancy & John, Jamie & Rose 
Marie, Lori & Chris, & families

THANK YOU

Hiuser
Family & friends celebrated our Mom's (Marie Hiuser) 
90th Birthday on July 3rd in St. Marys. I would like 
to submit a Thank You to family & friends for all the 
cards, flowers & gifts that were sent to her.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Five 

2) USS Nautilus 
(launched in Con-
necticut 1954) 

3) Tennis elbow 

4) Ukraine 

5) The North Pole 

6) Jupiter 

7) Twenty 

8) Amstel 

9) Twenty seven 

10) Badger

CEMETERY MEMORIALS

Frank M. Ball
519-859-1481

Monument cleaning
available in any cemetery

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. July 10 - Jim & Joan Morrison, Ottawa  $50.00

Mon. July 11 - Neil Primeau, St. Marys   $50.00

Tues. July 12 - Corey & Lindsey Merkel, Revelstoke, B.C.   $50.00

Wed. July 13 - Doug Fraser, London   $50.00

Thur.July 14 - Jurgen Burklen, Fullarton   $50.00

Fri. July 15 - Tim & Kim Lott, Stratford   $50.00

Sat. July 16 - Deklan Cromim, St. Marys   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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Help With Ukrainian 
Refugee Resettlment

As Canadians, we’re opening our borders to those who’ve been displaced by the 
current Ukrainian conflict.  

In response to the humanitarian crisis currently underway in Ukraine, 
the Multicultural Association of Perth Huron is collecting donations for Refugee 

resettlement here in our region.

Visit www.maph.ca/ukraine to donate!

Sponsored by

35 Waterloo St. N Stratford, ON N5A 5H6 Canada 
Ph: 226-339-1547 Email: info@maph.ca


