
After more than two years, the Town of St. Marys is 
ending its State of Emergency. The municipality de-
clared an emergency on March 19, 2020 in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The decision was led by Mayor Al Strathdee and sup-
ported by Town Council and staff.

"After consulting with Huron Perth Public Health, 
I feel confident in our decision to lift the State of 
Emergency," said Strathdee. "While we see this move 
as a positive and hopeful step forward, I want to re-
mind residents that the pandemic is not over."

"We need to be mindful of the valuable and diffi-
cult lessons we've learned over the past two years," 
he continued. "Please continue to follow all public 
health recommendations: get vaccinated, stay home 
if you're sick, wash your hands regularly, and prac-
tice masking and physical distancing, when appro-
priate."

Declaring a State of Emergency allowed the Town to 
act quickly and decisively in response to COVID-19. 
It also offered protection to the many volunteers who 
played a pivotal role in helping vulnerable residents 
during the height of the pandemic.  

"I want to acknowledge the individuals in our com-
munity who stepped forward to help others during 
this incredibly challenging time," said Mayor Strath-
dee. "From delivering groceries to making social 
check-in calls, the work of our volunteers throughout 
this pandemic has been invaluable."

"I also want to thank all St. Marys residents for their 
vigilance, cooperation and patience over the past two 
years," he continued. "Your willingness to make sac-
rifices to protect one another has been outstanding."  

Despite lifting its emergency declaration, the Town 
will continue to monitor current recommendations 
from Huron Perth Public Health and the Province 
of Ontario. Updates about the Town's response to 
COVID-19 are available at www.townofstmarys.com/
COVID19.

The St. Marys Child Care Centre will 
run as usual until Council can review 
the Canada-Wide Early Learning and 
Child Care (CWELCC) agreement.

On Monday, March 28, the Province 
reached an agreement with the fed-
eral government to provide $10-per-
day childcare for children aged six 
and under by September 2025. The 
agreement includes additional pillars 

such as improving access to care, sus-
taining high-quality services and en-
hanced reporting.

Licensed childcare providers, includ-
ing the municipally run St. Marys 
Child Care Centre, have until Sep-
tember 1, 2022, to accept or decline 
the CWELCC agreement. Town staff 
are currently reviewing options for 
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United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) Executive Director Ryan Erb and Campaign Co-chair 
and St. Marys Community Committee Co-chair Rob Edney joined staff from Bickell Built 
Homes (BBH) in St. Marys to celebrate BBH’s $10,000 donation in support of UWPH’s 
work in the St. Marys community. Pictured (From L to R): Assistant Service Director & 
Site Supervisor Jonathan Bickell, Assistant Construction Director Nicholas Bayer, Chantel-
le Mcneish (Selections Director), Alex Bayer (Construction Director), Dan Bickell (Service 
Director), Brett Bickell (Managing Director), Marie Bickell (Administrative/Finance Direc-
tor), Rob Edney (UWPH Campaign Co-chair/St. Marys Community Committee Co-chair) 
and Ryan Erb (UWPH Executive Director).  (Contributed photo)

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
3.04
3.50
3.50

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 2.30 - 3 YR 3.36 - 5 YR 3.37

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

GOLF COURSE OPENING
Mid/End of April

Whitemoose Wilderness 
Outpost - 9 cabins 12 boats
A great family adventure in
Northern Ontario!
www.whitemooseoutpost.com

Mixed, Ladies & Men’s Golf leagues
starting in May
Memberships. mini cards & gift
cards available!

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

OVER 100 VEHICLES IN STOCK!

Need a new or preowned 
Car, Truck, SUV or Van?

Visit AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram
We have over 100 vehicles in stock and dozens more coming soon
AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram, 425 Queen St. West, St. Marys / AllRoads.ca

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Broker - Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-2264 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

Julien Polidoro

Town of St. Marys ends 
State of Emergency

Child Care Centre staff reviewing 
Province's new Child Care Agreement

Bickell Built Homes supports the 
St. Marys community through 
United Way

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $7.94
New Crop – $7.16

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $20.06
New Crop – $17.99

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $9.32
New Crop – $9.66

Sponsored by

Continued from page 1

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

the St. Marys Child Care Centre. They 
will present their first report about 
the agreement at the April 26 regular 
Council meeting.

Should Council eventually accept the 
CWELCC agreement, St. Marys Child 

Care Centre families of children aged 
six and younger would;

- Receive a 25% refund of fees paid 
after April 1, 2022

- Have total fees reduced by 50% by 
December 31, 2022.

The St. Marys Centre is presently full. 
Caregivers can register their children 
for the Centre's waitlist on the City of 
Stratford, St Marys and Perth County 
Child Care Registry Website (https://
onehsn.com/stratford). About 200 
families are currently on the waitlist.

The Town will post any updates on 
the St. Marys Child Care Centre web-
page (townofstmarys.com/childcare).

Further details about the CWELCC 
agreement are also available on the 
Government of Ontario Newsroom 
website: https://news.ontario.ca

Huron Perth Public Health (HPPH) 
is aware of several infectious viruses 
circulating locally; in addition, a sixth 
wave of COVID-19 is underway. Please 
take action to protect yourself and 
your loved ones from these illnesses.

The following respiratory viruses are 
circulating in Huron Perth: Influen-
za A, Adenovirus, Human metapneu-
movirus, Enterovirus/rhinovirus, and 
Parainfluenza.

Symptoms may include fever, cough, 
sore throat, runny nose and/or mus-
cle aches. While anyone can contract 
these viruses, they are most com-
mon in young children, older adults, 
and those with weakened immune 
systems. There have also been cas-
es of hand, foot, and mouth disease 
(HFMD) in young children, and an 
increase in Norovirus activity in Hu-
ron Perth, with Norovirus outbreaks 
in childcare and long-term care. Nor-

oviruses are a group of viruses that 
cause gastroenteritis in people, an 
illness that usually includes diarrhea 
and/or vomiting. The illness is easily 
spread in group settings where people 
are in close contact, like schools, hos-
pitals, childcare facilities, and nursing 
homes. 

"Many of the public health measures 
that have been in place over the past 
two years, such as masking, physical 

distancing, frequent cleaning and dis-
infecting, and limiting close contacts 
helped to prevent not only COVID, but 
also other viruses from spreading,” 
says Dr. Miriam Klassen, Medical Of-
ficer of Health for Huron Perth.  “With 
most measures lifted and people hav-
ing more contact with others, it is not 
surprising that we are seeing the re-
turn of other viruses. If you are sick, 
please stay home to avoid spreading 
illness to others.”

Child Care Centre staff reviewing new agreement

St. Marys has four listed
The annual Sunshine List, which iden-
tifies any publicly employed person 
who makes $100K or more, has been 
released for last year, 2021. Please 
note that all numbers are rounded off 
to the closest thousand dollar amount. 

The Town of St. Marys has four peo-
ple on the list. They are CAO Brent 
Kittmer at $148K, Treasurer Andre 
Morin at $129K, Fire Chief Richard 

Anderson at $120K and Public Works 
Director Jed Kelly at $110K. 

Perth South has 2 people on the list: 
CAO/Treasurer Rebecca Clothier at 
$133K and Director of Public Works, 
Kenneth Bettles $108K. 

The City of Stratford have a total of 
115 on the list including CAO Joan 
Thompson at $186, Police Chief 
George Skinner at $255K, Deputy Po-

lice Chief Gerald Foster at $255 and 
Fire Chief John Paradis at $167K. Oth-
er CAOs in this area include Theresa 
Campbell from Perth East at $154K, 
Lori Wolfe, Perth County at $168K and 
Jeffrey Brick, West Perth at $152. 

Other notables on the list include An-
drew Williams, CAO and President  of 
the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
$324K and Dr Miriam Klassen, Medi-

cal Officer Huron Perth Public Health 
is at $427K.  

The list revealed that  Premier Doug 
Ford  earned $209K while Ontario's 
Chief Medical Officer of Health,  Dr. 
Kieran Moore, made $235K.

The Mayor of Toronto,  John Tory, is 
listed at $197K while  Christine El-
liott, Ontario's Minister of Health, is 
at $166K.

The annual Sunshine List released for 2021

Multiple viruses circulating in Huron Perth
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Quote of the Week

"After consulting with Huron Perth Public Health, I feel confident 
in our decision to lift the State of Emergency. While we see this 
move as a positive and hopeful step forward, I want to remind 
residents that the pandemic is not over."

- Mayor Al Strathdee

COLUMN —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

You can’t enjoy 
swimming, if you 
don’t get your feet 

wet. 

We must endeavor 
to live so that, 

when we die, even 
the undertaker 

will be sorry. 

Broken hearts are 
often caused by 
unspoken words. 

Laughter, and 
time, heals all 

wounds.
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*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have four Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to Town of St. Marys Communica-
tions Manager Brett O'Reilly for creating a 
fun and appropriate April Fool's Day joke 
and mascot -- a great example of how good 
she is at her job!

2) Bravo to Pam Robson, Julie Docker and 
the team of volunteers who collected dona-
tions for the Ukrainian refugees through-
out the month of March. The generosity of 
the people who donated is also much ap-
preciated. A special shoutout to Rev Jason 
Richards and the United Church for pro-
viding space for this important endeavour.

3) On Tuesday, March 29/22 three friends 
from town had lunch at Sunset Diner, which 
they thoroughly enjoyed. When they were 
about to pay, they were told  that a couple 
had already paid the bill. The couple were 
unknown to the ladies so they hope this 
will be seen by them, as they send a Big 
Thank You for such a generous gesture to 
total strangers.

4) Bravo to Jacquie and her co-worker from 
FixIt Body Shop in Stratford for your kind 
gesture in helping me fix my car. Your gen-
erosity was outstanding and I will recom-
mend your company's services to anyone 
who needs auto body repairs.

We have four Boos this week.

1) On Friday night we were at the Lincolns 
game and it was packed (that is a plus). 
However, I could not believe the garbage 
people left on the ground. There were Girl 
Guide cookies being sold (another plus), 
however I saw at least 2 opened boxes, 
contents and packaging, smashed on the 
ground. Also, along the boards as we were 
walking were all kinds of beer cans. People, 
have we forgotten how to behave in public?

2) Boo to the individuals responsible for 
running over and destroying trail markers 
on our snowmobile trail system. Your act 
creates a negative impact on the time, effort 
and safety that goes into making this sport 
continue to happen in our community. 

3) Boo to the dog walkers that walk their 
dogs in Sparling Bush and don’t clean up 
after them. They look around to see if any-
one is watching and if not they continue 
on. We know who you are because our back 
yards face the Bush. Shame on you.

4) Boo to all the parents who don’t teach 
their children not to litter, and a double Boo 
to all the adults who litter. It is up to every-
one to take care of our world.

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555 • OPEN 24 HOURS!
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Everytime I walk 

outside, it's a 

different season
Spring needs to stand 

up to winter and kick 

it in the snowballs

Holy Name of Mary, one of the Par-
ishes in the Avon-Thames Catholic 
Family of Parishes

During the season of Lent the Gospel 
Readings in our churches have fea-
tured stories of God's Merciful Love 
and stories of Repentance and For-
giveness. 

The prodigal son, lured by the call of 
the world, demands his inheritance. 
He implies that his father and his fa-
ther's way of life is dead to him. He 
(the young man) wants to be free to 
live his life in a new way. He leaves 
his father, his family and his tradi-
tions to seek out something new in a 
far country. For a while things go well 
for this young man as he explores 
new ideas and new friends, drifting 
into strange new relationships. This 
tale told by Jesus is a parable, a sim-
ple story with a deeper meaning, 
with which we can identify. Are we, 
like the young man in this parable, 
tempted to leave behind some of our 
traditions, our relationship with our 
Father? Have we drifted away, lured 
to explore new ideas, enticed by the 
fast pace and riches of a secular 
world? Have we been blinded by the 
bright lights of false promises, swal-
lowing whole new beliefs and then 
left disillusioned, feeling empty and 
hungering for real substance? Do we 
once again feel a call, a need to re-
turn to a real relationship with God 
our Father? Returning may not be 
easy, we may feel shame for drifting 
away from a relationship with God. 
We may feel guilt for mistakes and 
sins which we have committed. But 
God our Father, like the father in the 
parable, waits and watches for us to 

return to Him. He longs to celebrate 
our return, filling us with joy, faith 
and hope - sharing the richness of 
His treasures with us. 

Perhaps some of us are like the man 
waiting in the shade of the porticoes 
near the pool of Beth-zatha, waiting 
for thirty-eight years for someone 
to help him to the healing waters. 
We want to return to a closer rela-
tionship with our Father, we want to 
be cured of our sins but we suffer a 
sort of paralysis. Jesus saw this man 
and asked “Do you want to be made 
well?” The man replied that he had 
no one to help him to the healing wa-
ters. Jesus told him to stand up, pick 
up his mat and walk. Basically Jesus 
was telling the man to make the first 
move, to stand up, to pick up his bur-
den and to stumble forward as best 
as possible. The man took courage 
from the words of Jesus and began to 
make the first move and at once was 
made well. Perhaps we too are being 
called to take action to courageously 
stand up, pick up the burden of our 
sins and fears which paralyze us and 
begin a stumbling return to a stron-
ger faith and a return to a better rela-
tionship with God. It may not be easy 
but if we take that first step Jesus will 
surely help us too.

The season of Lent each year is a gift 
given to us to encourage us to turn 
once again to a stronger more faith-
filled response to the love of God. 
Perhaps reflecting on the Gospel 
stories of the last days of the earthly 
life of Jesus and journeying with Him 
during this last week of Lent will 
help us on our way. May God bless us 
on our faith journey. Amen.

Lenten series: By Pastor Father David Butler
During Lent, Members of the St. Marys Ministerial will be 
submitting "Lenten Reflections" each week
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Stonetown 
Crier

Support for Ukrainian Refugees
Due to the overwhelming generosity of our residents, 
donations of supplies are not needed at this time.

The current focus is on shipping and distributing the 
stockpile of supplies and working on the next steps to 
bring the Ukrainian families to St. Marys safely. 

Updates will be provided through this column and on 
the Town of St. Marys Facebook page over the next 
several weeks. 

Monetary donations are still being accepted through the 
Multicultural Association of Perth-Huron’s website. 

Details: maph.ca/ukraine

So You Want to Run for Council?
The next municipal and school board trustee elections 
are happening on October 24, 2022! 

Thinking of running? Join us for our free “So You Want 
to Run For Council” candidate information session to 
learn how a position in public office can impact your life.

Date & Time: April 13, 7:00 PM 

Location: Online through Zoom or viewing of electronic 
session at the Pyramid Recreation Centre

The session is free; registration is not required.

Details: townofstmarys.com/election

Hazardous Waste Disposal Day 
Our first Hazardous Waste Disposal Day for 2022 is 
happening on Saturday, April 9 from 8 AM - 12 PM at 
the Municipal Operations Centre. 

The event is open to residents of St. Marys and Perth 
South. 

Items that will be accepted include: 

• Acids, aerosol cans (full), antifreeze
• Bases, batteries, bleach
• Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs)
• Fluorescent tubes
• Fertilizers, fuels, garden and pool chemicals
• Household cleaners, motor oil, paints, pesticides
• Propane tanks/cylinders, solvents, stains, Varsol

Details: townofstmarys.com/MHSW

Aquatics Centre Update
The pool is scheduled to reopen on Tuesday, April 19, 
2022, following an issue with water temperature.

Register now for aquafit, lane swim, public swim, and 
rentals. Online registration for spring swimming lessons 
opens April 6 at 5 PM.

Details: townofstmarys.com/aquatics

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

Municipal information from the Town of St. Marys

COMMUNITY —
Happy retirement!
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Debbie Martin has retired from the St Marys RBC after 43 years at that branch. 
Speaking with the Indy during an open house in her honour on Tuesday, Mar. 29, 
Martin said she's most looking forward to spending time playing with her grand-
kids and working in her garden, but mostly just taking things slow and enjoying 
what comes. (Matt Harris photo)
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1) What is the Cleveland baseball team called?

2) How many triangles are on a backgammon 
board? 

3) What geographic term for a bay derives 
originally from the Greek word kolpos 
meaning bosom? 

4) What condiment brand features the Palace 
of Westminster on its label? 

5) The Hundred Years War, during the 13th 
and 14th centuries, was fought between which 
two countries? 

6) In 1834 who invented raised point writing 
using a six dot system enabling the blind to 
read? 

7) The archaeological site of the ancient city 
of Troy is in which country? 

8) What country’s name derives from an 
Iroquois word for village? 

9) Which Shakespeare character is known as 
The Moor of Venice? 

10) What is the previous and common 
alternative name of the Indian city Mumbai?

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

Removing fines allows the Library to be free and accessible to all566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

In March 2020, as the pandemic began, the five li-
brary systems in Perth County suspended late fees 
on all library materials. Now as things are return-
ing to normal, the Perth County Information Net-
work is happy to announce that all member librar-
ies will continue to be Fine Free on the majority of 
library materials, indefinitely. Furthermore, exist-
ing late fees on borrower cards have been forgiv-
en. This new procedure will go into effect on April 
4, 2022. 

“Late fines can discourage people from using the 
Library and we wanted to continue to make librar-
ies in Perth County accessible and inclusive for 
all,” says Kendra Roth, Management Chair of PCIN. 
“Our hope is anyone who was not using their lo-
cal Library because of an outstanding fine will feel 
welcome to visit once again.” 

PCIN consists of the North Perth, Perth East, St. 
Marys, Stratford and West Perth Public Libraries. 
All five libraries are committed to providing equal 
access to every member of the community and 
eliminating fines offers cardholders a fresh start 
to rediscover all that their library has to offer. By 
eliminating most late fines, the libraries are re-
moving barriers and making access easy, equitable 
and enjoyable for everyone. 

Existing fines for overdue items have been forgiv-
en to ensure that everyone can start a new chap-
ter at their now fine-free libraries. Fees for lost or 
damaged items will remain on users account. Over 
99% of the PCIN library collection will be Fine Free. 
Fine Free materials include print books, audio 

books, magazines, music cds, most DVDs, as well 
as video and board games. More specialized collec-
tions such as Xpress books and DVDs, book club 
kits, wireless hotspots, technology devices, maker 
kits, park passes, and overdue materials from oth-
er libraries will continue to have late fees applied. 

Under this new policy, borrowers are still encour-
aged to return their materials on time. Materials 
will continue to have their regular loan period and 
will be automatically renewed up to three times, if 
the item is not on hold. Libraries will continue to 
send reminders to customers when items are past 
due. 

Long overdue items will be billed and starting May 
2022, a material recovery service will assist in the 
retrieval of lost materials. Moving Fine Free has 
been a trend across Canada that has seen hun-
dreds of public libraries remove late fines. Overdue 
fines were originally introduced as a motivator for 
customers to return materials in a timely manner. 

Libraries that have been Fine Free for some time 
have seen a significant increase in circulation 
and library card renewals after eliminating fines. 
PCIN libraries have seen a decline in the revenue 
from overdue fines over the past decade, in part 
to the ability to renew materials easily online as 
well as the increased use of digital collections such 
e-books and e-audiobooks. 

If customers wish to support their library finan-
cially they are encouraged to make a monetary do-
nation by contacting their local library.

Perth County Libraries Are Going 
Fine Free 

Our senior of the week is Reta Facey who 
celebrates her 90th birthday on Saturday 

April 9. Born in Wellburn, Ontario, Reta was 
married to the late Ray Facey for 71 years. 

Mother to four children, Lorne, Donna, Janis 
and Marie. Reta has 5 granddaughters and 10 
great-grandchildren, Happy Birthday Reta! 

From March 21 to May 15, 2022

From March 21 to May 15, 2022

From March 21 to May 15, 2022

WHEN YOU BUY 4 MICHELIN TIRES
PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY

WHEN YOU BUY 4 UNIROYAL TIRES
PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY

 DON’T MISS OUT

$70
MAIL IN REBATE

GET UP TO

GET UP TO A

MAIL IN REBATE

$40$70
WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4 NEW 

BFGOODRICH PASSENGER OR 
LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY
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OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-5:30PM

 Ph: 519-284-1302 - St. Marys, ON
info@harrisgreigauto.com | www.harrisgreigauto.com

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

TEMPORARY LOCATION: Find us now at 136 James St. S 
(Inno-Tech Bldg). Call ahead to book your tire appt.

Stratford group aiding UCMAO providing medical 
assistance for Ukraine
Aitcheson: need for supplies remains ongoing
By Matt Harris

The Stratford Mission Depot is putting 
out a call for more medical supplies 
after their third shipment recently 
departed for war-torn Ukraine, as the 
conflict there pushes into its second 
month.

The Mission Depot is a non-profit 
group that collects supplies from hos-
pitals, health units, public and private 
groups that have either passed their 
expiry date or have been partially 
used but are still viable. Jean Aitches-
on, one of the organizers of the De-
pot, said they recently paired with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Medical Associa-
tion of Ontario (UCMAO) to help co-
ordinate donations headed to Ukraine, 
and that following their third ship-
ment since the start of the war there 
they need to replenish their stock.

“At the end of the first week of the war 
in Ukraine, we got an urgent request 
for medical supplies – since then, 
we’ve been working flat-out trying to 
fill that need,” Aitcheson said. “Yuliia 
Omelianchuk, the president of UC-
MAO, came to the Depot to work with 
us and let us know specifically what 
their organization needed and indi-
cated that was going to be pretty much 
everything that we had.”

Aitcheson indicated that most of the 
supplies going in this shipment were 
wound care items but also a very large 
amount of medications that people in 
the Stratford area purchased for this 
relief effort. Wheel chairs, walkers, 
canes, crutches, IV supplies, baby for-
mula, diapers, air casts and more were 
also on the list.

Omelianchuk said she and UCMAO di-

rector Marta Polovka were pointed in 
the direction of the Mission Depot by 
a surgeon from Hamilton when they 
were making inquiries about where 
they could find help. It helped that 
the Depot had already been collecting 
supplies but wasn’t sure of how to get 
them to where they would most help 
in Ukraine.

“The supplies we’ve collected here 
will be distributed to eight hospitals in 
five regions in Ukraine,” Omelianchuk 
said. “That’s 20 tons of supplies. We’ve 
seen how generous Canadians have 
been – they wanted to help but just 
didn’t know how to in the beginning.”

It’s not just as simple as putting out 
the call for supplies, as Omelianchuk 
and Polovka pointed out that it also 
includes logistical work in making 
sure the supplies get to their Missis-
sauga warehouse to be re-checked 
and re-packed before transport. And 
even finding ways to get them halfway 
across the world is a consideration.

“We’re still trying to get the last 
$25,000 to pay for one of the one-way 
flights we need to get these supplies to 
Ukraine,” Polovka said. “It costs about 
$150,000 for one trip, but we’re getting 
help from everywhere and we are so 
very grateful for the help we’re getting. 
Everyone has been so compassionate. 
Doctors are busy and sometimes hard 
to get in touch with, so we’re amazed 
they can help us as much as they are.”

Omelianchuk said medications remain 
the biggest item of need, with inject-
able or intravenous medications top-
ping the list. And those aren’t your 
typical over-the-counter purchases, 
meaning the Mission Depot and UC-
MAO have their work cut out for them 

finding sources to help in providing 
what’s needed.

The shipment that departed Stratford 
on April 4 will take anywhere from 
2-3 weeks to arrive and be dispersed 
as needed, Omelianchuk said. They’re 
doing their best to help things move as 
quickly as possible, but they’re at the 
mercy of factors out of their control – it 
takes as long as it takes.

Both Polovka and Omelianchuk are 
native Ukrainians and still have fami-
ly and friends there, and they’re doing 
what they can to help because they be-
lieve it’s their duty. In addition to the 
medical supplies, Omelianchuk said 
the UCMAO is coming up with wel-
come boxes for Ukrainians who have 
been displaced because of the war, and 
that the organization is also offering 
psychological support for those refu-
gees that need it. They are also help-

ing to provide health care to refugees 
who can’t handle those expenses cur-
rently.

Aitcheson said she’s hoping to expand 
the reach of the Mission Depot out-
side of Stratford, drawing on as many 
people as they can to help re-fill the 
shelves she says will be empty yet 
again far too soon.

“We need to get the word out for peo-
ple to donate any leftover medical 
items they have at home,” she said. 
“We haven’t reached out to canvas 
places like St. Marys, Tavistock or New 
Hamburg yet, but we need help from 
anyone who can provide it.”

Anyone looking to help the Stratford 
Mission Depot can reach out to Jean 
Aitcheson at jkhsn@quadro.net. They 
can also visit www.ucmao.org to find 
out how they can provide further as-
sistance to the Association directly.

HELP STILL NEEDED: The Stratford Mission Depot recently completed its 
third shipment of medical supplies to Ukraine, but they say there is still a need for 
more and they're looking everywhere they can to find help. Pictured above from 
left are UCMAO director Marta Polovka, president Yuliia Omelianchuk and Jean 
Aitcheson of Stratford Mission Depot. (Matt Harris photo)
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By Matt Harris

Katy Evans admits that she loves 
getting lost.

Not in the way that makes you curse 
at your GPS and wonder what hap-
pened to your vehicle’s navigation 
system. More in a retail therapy kind 
of way.

“I’ve always loved shopping sec-
ond-hand, and also loved finding a 
store you could get lost in … the type 
you could spend hours in,” Evans 
said. “When considering my second 
career, I decided to focus on some-
thing that inspired me, and from the 
moment I decided to open a chil-
dren’s store I knew it was the right 
decision. I absolutely love kids – the 
energy they bring makes me smile 
every day!”

And from that, Evans is excited to 
introduce Cloud 9 Kids to St. Marys. 
Originally a business she began in 
Lucan back in August 2019, Evans 
joked she was ‘blissfully unaware’ 
of the impending pandemic that was 
about to wreak havoc on small busi-
nesses. Living in Lucan with her two 
teenage daughters, Evans thought 
that would be the perfect place to 
open up shop: the town was growing, 
particularly with young families, so 
it was perfect for her to start Cloud 
9 there. But when things didn’t go as 
planned and she was unable to se-
cure a long-term space for her store, 
Evans turned an eye to the Stone-
town.

“The last two years have been in-
credibly difficult for all small busi-
nesses, with the closed/reduced ca-
pacity restrictions and I’m so very 
thankful for the continued support 
of my customers,” she said. “Shop-
ping local has most definitely in-
creased and I hope that as we go for-
ward we all continue to support local 
when possible. Regretfully, despite 
our best efforts we were unable to 
secure a commercial space in Lucan 
– however, we hope to open a sec-
ond store there in the near future. St. 
Marys was always on the radar as a 
possibility, with its beautiful historic 
downtown and independent retail-
ers. We were excited to find 13 Water 
Street South, a larger space which 
has character and some wonderful 
business neighbours.”

Cloud 9 started out with preloved 
clothing and books, and Evans add-
ed in some locally-made items. She 
then added more products to her 
offerings when her online store 
opened, and things have grown a lit-
tle bit at a time since.

“You’ll find tin tea sets, wooden toys, 
plush dinosaurs, and retro toys that 
bring back your childhood,” she 
said. “When selecting new toys, we 
think quality, timeless and imagi-
native. Our selection of beautiful-
ly-designed puzzles are perfect for 
all ages and make a great family ac-
tivity, and we have a great selection 
of new board books for toddlers and 
preschoolers, and lots of gift ideas 
for babies.”

Evans added that they still carry lo-
cally-made items, such as handmade 
children’s beanie hats, lovely bun-
nies and some hair accessories, and 
hopes to bring in new local makers 
in the coming year. The preloved 
clothing is ‘buy outright consign-
ment, where she offers cash or store 
credit for items they would like to 
purchase to sell in the store. Sizes 
range from ‘Premie’ to Age 12, come 
in brand-name only and in excellent 
condition (no visible wear, stains or 
rips). This is arranged via appoint-
ment, and Evans anticipates opening 
those up in late April or early May.

But that’s not all!

Opening later in April will be The 
Book Nook, a little room filled with 
preloved children’s books (board 
books, picture books, chapter books), 
and Evans assures everyone that no 
matter how clean the books in this 
section look that they have been 
previously enjoyed – they just get a 
gentle cleaning before coming back 
into circulation.

Asked how she would describe 
Cloud 9, Evans said she would use 
the words ‘fun and quality’ to best 
convey what she’s going for.

“I always describe the store as my 
happy place and try to make it so 
for others, children and adults alike,” 
she said. “I envisioned a store which 
kids could come in and have fun 
while parents/grandparents could 
browse stress-free, a store you can 
spend time wandering in and dis-
cover all sorts of great items. And I 
say quality because we only stock 
quality products. With clothing and 
shoes, I don’t bring anything in I 
wouldn’t have put on my own chil-
dren. We only work with ethical, re-
sponsible wholesalers and work to 
be eco-friendly as much as possible. 
It is possible to get quality for great 
prices by shopping preloved!”

Cloud 9 Kids is located at 13 Wa-
ter Street South, and you can check 
www.cloud9kids.ca for business 
hours, store events and social media 
updates. 

COMMUNITY —
St. Marys finds itself on Cloud 9
New kids boutique offers up a touch of heaven for local shoppers

NEWEST CLOUD IN TOWN: Katy Evans is ready to welcome St. Marys to Cloud 
9 Kids, her kid-centric boutique on Water Street South that has lots of unique 
treasures waiting to be discovered by customers. Evans, joined for the photo by 
George the Giraffe, is excited to open her store in town and has lots of fun things 
planned.  (Matt Harris Photo)
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COMMUNITY —
St. Marys Community Players presents 'Trying'
A Moving and Compelling Drama: April 21 - May 1 at St. Marys Town Hall Theatre
St. Marys Community Players (SMCP) 
presents the drama, TRYING, written 
by Canadian Playwright Joanna Mc-
Clelland Glass, directed by Harold 
Arbuckle, produced by Marie Stevens 
and starring John Butcher and Na-
talie Hleba.

TRYING is not just the name of the 
play but also what SMCP has been 
doing the past two years. Trying to 
stage this play. They've tried and 
tried, and tried again. And now fi-
nally SMCP is thrilled to bring to 
the community TRYING, a respectful 
snapshot of American history told 
with great humour, compassion and 
Canadian insight.

“After nearly two and a quarter-years 
since auditions for this play was held, 
we will finally ‘lace the skates and hit 
the ice and stay the course’ and bring 
this wonderful play to you,” said Har-
old Arbuckle, Director.

This story is based on the play-
wright's experience as an assistant 
to famed US Attorney General and 
Chief Judge at the Nuremberg Trials, 
Francis Biddle, during the final year 
of his life.

The play is a riveting portrayal of 
two wildly different personalities and 
generations struggling to understand 
each other. This is powerful and com-
pelling theatre. In 1967, young Joan-
na McClelland Glass moved with her 
new husband from the plains of Sas-
katchewan to Washington, DC. Ener-
getic and ambitious, she accepted a 
position as secretary to Francis Bid-
dle, an aging legend, cantankerous 
but charismatic.

These two head strong individuals 

form a warm and affectionate rela-
tionship that lasted until Biddle's 
death a year later. Joanna went on 
to become a successful novelist and 
playwright, but she never forgot that 
remarkable year and the difficult 
old legend who became her closest 
friend.

The Director explains that “Sarah 
Schorr is a young woman who is try-
ing to break through the wall that 
Judge Biddle has spent his lifetime 
building. When she finally succeeds, 
the result is an intimate glimpse of 
two people who should have noth-
ing in common and yet come to share 
some very special moments together.”

Harold Arbuckle (Director) is a 
founding member of Thistle Theatre 
in Embro, of which he is currently 

the treasurer. He has acted on stage 
in various roles and stage managed a 
number of shows. His recent direct-
ing credits include ‘In the Time of 
Old Age’ at ITOPA, ‘Queen Millie of 
Galt’ for Embro Thistle Theatre, ‘Try-
ing’ for Thistle Theatre and ‘Willow 
Quartet’ for Theatre Woodstock.

Natalie Hleba (Sarah Schorr) This 
is Natalie’s SMCP debut. Her cred-
its include: Sister Miller, Damn Yan-
kees (LCP 2019); Mary, The Memory 
of Water (LCP 2018); Banquo, Porter, 
Lady Macduff, Farndale Avenue…
Presents Macbeth (New Stage 2018). 
It was an honour for her to walk in 
the footsteps of playwright Joanna 
McClelland Glass in this play.

John Butcher (Francis Biddle) has 
been fortunate to have experienced a 

variety of roles over several seasons 
with Perth County Players, Thistle 
Theatre, ITOPA, and now SMCP. He 
is very pleased to have the opportu-
nity once again, to appear in TRYING 
as that old curmudgeon Judge Francis 
Biddle working as before with Harold 
Arbuckle.

TRYING previews on Thursday, April 
21, opens on Friday, April 22, and 
continues on Saturday, April 23 with 
shows at 8:00 pm. Sunday, April 24 
performance begins at 2:00 pm. In 
its second week, shows are on Thurs-
day, April 28, and Friday, April 29th at 
8:00 pm and matinee performances 
on Saturday, April 30 and the final 
show on Sunday, May 1 at 2:00 pm. 
On stage at the historic St. Marys 
Town Hall Theatre, 175 Queen Street 
East.

The ticket price for the preview show 
is $20. A regular general admission 
ticket price is $25. Under 30 tickets 
are just $20. A dinner package con-
sisting of a matinee performance fol-
lowed by a lovely meal at The Westo-
ver Inn on Saturday, April 30 is in 
support of the Friends of St. Marys 
Public Library. The show and dinner 
package cost is $70.

SMCP is limiting the seating capac-
ity to 75% to allow for some space 
between chairs and all tickets must 
be purchased in advance. Tickets will 
not be for sale at the theatre door.

For online tickets visit www.stmary-
scommunityplayers.ca or purchase 
tickets at their box office located at 
Sun Rayz, 113 Queen Street East or 
call 519-284-4826 during business 
hours.

Natalie Hleba (Sarah Schorr) and John Butcher (Judge Francis Biddle) in SMCP's 
production of TRYING on stage April 21- May 1 at the Town Hall Theatre.  (Photo 
Credit:  Bruce Zinger)
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1, 2, 3, WHO?

1. Came 4th in Junior Ice Dance National Cham-
pionships in figure skating

2. Once owned a hobby farm near Milton

3. Married to one of the Stonetown Carollers 

Answer on page 29
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE

Online or at Sun Rayz | LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE

COMMUNITY —
United Way Perth-Huron sets another record, 
smashing fundraising goal 
United Way Perth-Huron 
(UWPH) marked the end of the 
2021 annual campaign and an-
nounced a record-breaking total 
of $2,236,904, well over the cam-
paign goal of $2.002 million. 

“We appreciate the incredible 
support donors have shown,” said 
UWPH Executive Director Ryan 
Erb. “Vulnerable local people 
are still struggling and we know 
that with the cost of everything 
rising, more people need a help-
ing hand. We are committed to 
continuing our work addressing 
pressing needs across Perth-Hu-
ron.”

 “We’re grateful to our communi-
ties for supporting UWPH,” add-
ed UWPH Campaign Co-chair 
Rob Edney. “All over Perth-Hu-
ron, people really demonstrated 
their support for United Way’s 
mission. That’s something I will 
definitely take away as a memory 
from the past seven months.”

 “Being co-chairs meant we were 
lucky enough to experience the 
local love in our communities,” 
added UWPH Campaign Co-
chair Leslie Edney. “That spirit of 
generosity and caring will help so 
many get the support they need. 
Thank you to everyone who gave 
to UWPH.” 

Through a series of Spirit of 
Community videos, UWPH cele-
brated the positive impact local 
donors, workplaces, volunteers, 
partners and communities had in 
supporting UWPH’s work across 
the region; including through 
community committees in Exeter, 
Goderich, North Perth, St. Marys, 
Stratford and Wingham, as well 
as events such as Coldest Night 
of the Year. 

The organization also shared 
stories of local people who have 
the chance for a brighter future 
thanks to UWPH and support-
ed partners and programs. View 
the videos at perthhuron.unit-
edway.ca. UWPH is also grate-
ful to Famme & Co. Professional 
Corporation, investStratford, Mc-
Cutchen & Pearce Professional 
Corporation and Monteith Rits-
ma Phillips Law Offices for spon-
soring this year’s videos. 

As part of UWPH’s celebration of 
donors, the organization also ac-
knowledged the support of local 
workplaces. This year’s top five 
workplace campaigns, includ-
ing employee giving, corporate 
matching dollars and event gifts, 
are; 1) FIO Automotive Cana-
da, 2) Steelcraft, 3) Huron Perth 
Healthcare Alliance, 4) City of 
Stratford and 5) Scotiabank.

Pictured (from L to R): Ryan Erb (UWPH Executive Director), Elizabeth Cooper (Manager 
Community Development, Stratford & Area) and Rob Edney (Campaign Co-chair)

1 6 8  S P A
C E L E B R A T E S  5  Y E A R S

168 SPA ON 104 QUEEN STREET EAST, WAS 
ESTABLISHED ON APRIL 6TH, 2017 AND IT WILL BE 5 
YEARS ON THIS WEDNESDAY IN A BEAUTIFUL TOWN. 

I  WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANKS TO ALL MY LOYAL 
CUSTOMERS WHO ARE SUPPORTING MY BUSINESS 
OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS. 

TO CELEBRATE 5 YEARS IN ST.  MARYS, ALL SERVICES 
WILL BE 10% OFF DURING APRIL 2022.

LET US KEEP GROWING THE BUSINESS, IF YOU WOULD 
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO LEAVE US A REVIEW ON 
GOOGLE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT.   - THU LÊ

CALL TO WORK PHONE (226) 661-4168
TEXT MESSAGE TO A CELL PHONE (226) 236-1872 

FB MESSENGER 168 SPA
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COMMUNITY —

The Town of St. Marys is offering 
money to local business and landown-
ers who are working to beautify and 
revitalize their community. A mini-
mum of $50,000 is available through 
the Town's Community Improvement 
Plan, which allows the municipality to 
invest in projects led by private prop-
erty and business owners.

The Community Improvement Plan 
includes 12 grant programs, focused 
on three strategic goals: the develop-
ment of attainable housing, improve-
ments to the downtown and upgrades 
to industrial areas. Private property 

and business owners who are con-
sidering projects that relate to these 
goals can apply to receive funding to 
offset their costs.

The Town is particularly interested in 
funding projects that add to the avail-
ability of attainable housing in St. 
Marys. Grants are available for proj-
ects that assist with the creation of 
new rental units or improve the con-
ditions of current rental units, both in 
the downtown and beyond.

Downtown business and proper-
ty owners can apply for grants that 
support improvements to building 

facades and signage, the creation of 
public art and publicly accessible pri-
vate spaces, and the establishment of 
sidewalk cafes and outdoor patios.

Those with property and businesses 
in the industrial area may be eligible 
for funding for projects that increase 
the supply of serviced residential/
commercial land and to promote the 
development of previously undevel-
opable lands.

Those interested in applying for 
Community Improvement Plan 
grants are encouraged to visit  www.
townofstmarys.com/CIP to review all 

available funding opportunities. From 
there, potential applicants must com-
plete and submit a  Pre-consultation 
Form and meet with Town staff to dis-
cuss the proposed project.  

Additional information about the 
Community Improvement Plan is 
available at  townofstmarys.com/CIP. 
Questions about funding can be di-
rected to Morgan Dykstra, Public 
Works & Planning Coordinator at 
519-284-2340 ext. 213 or  mdykstra@
town.stmarys.on.ca.  

Replacement of the pool’s boiler is 
underway at the Pyramid Recreation 
Centre.

Staff are hoping to reopen the pool 
on Tuesday, April 19, after the Easter 
holiday weekend.

Registration for programs April 19 
and onward is back open on ActiveN-
et. If you were already registered pri-
or to the shutdown, there is no need 
to re-register.

Spring swimming lessons are on track 

to start the week of April 19. Swim-
ming lesson online registration will 
begin Wednesday, April 6 at 5:00 p.m. 
instead of April 4. View the swim les-
son schedule on ActiveNet. 

The pool maintenance closure sched-

uled for Monday, June 27 to Sunday, 
July 17 is no longer necessary and has 
been cancelled.

Thank you for your continued pa-
tience and understanding while ser-
vice is being restored!

Town offering grant funding for community 
improvement projects

Aquatics Centre pool estimated to reopen Tues. April 19

St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend

Rewards

CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM
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SPORTS —
Snipers teams skate to medals at WRRA championships

Frayne U15 team heads
to Windsor this weekend

Strong showing at Regionals -- silver for U19 and Fun3, and gold for U14

LONDON - The 2021-22 season for 
St. Marys ringette wrapped up with a 
strong showing by all SRA teams here 
at the Regional championships, and 
medals for the U19, U14 and Fun3 
(U10) teams.

The U19 Snipers, coached by Jim Bur-
lingham, had a great tournament – fin-
ishing on top of the group standings 
with three wins and a tie. Opening 
with a 4-4 tie against Kitchener on the 
Friday, the U19s went from strength to 
strength in the remaining games: 6-3 
over Forest, 8-1 over London, and 7-3 
over Elora-Fergus. 

Snipers narrowly missed out on gold 
by only a 3-2 margin to Goderich in a 
tight final. Goals from Adrianna Holl-
estelle-Black and Jessica Burlingham 
pulled St. Marys back into the game at 
the end of the first period, but that's 
how the score stayed and the team 

picked up the silver medals.

U14s go undefeated

The U14 team, coached by Rebec-
ca Taylor, claimed gold by taking the 
maximum points from their pool 
games. 

They opened with a hard-fought vic-
tory against Goderich, the eventual 
finalists. A goal from Kate Vermieren, 
and two from Charlee Henderson, 
put the Snipers up 3-1, but Goderich 
pulled even at 3-3 early in the second 
half. Two goals from Cammie Lobb 
proved to be the winners, though Ice 
Crushers managed to close the gap to 
5-4 for a tense last minute of play. 

The U14 Snipers dispatched Kitch-
ener 7-0 and then London 4-2, before 
meeting Goderich again in the final. 
This time they dominated, winning 
7-0, on goals from Kate Vermieren, 

Leah Van Straaten, Leah Hachler, 
Leighton Lichti, Melanie Goad and 
Carli Muir.

The U12 Snipers found themselves 
in a tough pool, but despite this had 
a shot at a bronze medal on the last 
day of the tournament. In the medal 
game against Dorchester, the Snipers 
picked up some penalty time and lost 
too much ground in the first period. 

Although they fought hard to recov-
er in the second half, two goals from 
Aryn Sheldon and one from Marci 
Linton were not enough to make up 
the difference.

The Fun3 (U10) team from St. Marys, 
coached by Kari Stokes, also had a 

great time – winning one and tying 
one in their pool games to achieve 
second and secure a place in the final. 

In the final against Goderich, goals 
by Mary McCutcheon and Kyla Gra-
ham kept Snipers close for most of 
the first period, but a series of goals 
saw Goderich pull away in the half. 
In the second period, despite the 
same goal-scorers repeating their ef-
forts, Goderich went on to accept the 
gold, and the Snipers received a well-
earned silver.

UFUN2 also attended the tournament, 
and played two games, and had a fab-
ulous time enjoying being Snipers at 
their first Regional tournament.

The U19 St. Marys Snipers pose for a photo with coach Jim Burlingham and his 
staff at the recent ringette Regionals in London. With three wins and a tie, Snip-
ers reached the championship game, but lost a tight 3-2 decision to Goderich Ice 
Crushers and settled for the silver medals.  (Contributed)

The Fun3 (U10) ringette team from St. Marys, coached by Kari Stokes and her 
staff, had a great time at Regionals – winning one and tying one in their pool 
games to achieve second and secure a spot in the final. Snipers lost to Goderich in 
the final and accepted the silver medals.  (Contributed)

The Frayne Custom Cabinets U15 
A-E team heads to Windsor this 
weekend, Apr. 8-10, for their OMHA 
Provincial tournament. 

St. Marys, coached by Gord Cookson, 
opens against Norwich on Friday at 
12 noon. In other preliminary games 

Saturday, the Rock plays Brighton at 
8 a.m. and Huron-Bruce at 4 p.m.

The other four teams in the eight-
team grouping are: Ingersoll, Dres-
den, South Muskoka and Drayton. 
The championship game is slated for 
Sunday at 3 p.m.

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

ST. MARYS  •  NEW HAMBURG
www.stonetowntravel.com

SEE OUR BOOTH AT THE STRATFORD HOME & LEISURE SHOW  
(Stratford Rotary Complex - April 9 • 9 am - 6 pm & 10 • 10 am - 4 pm, 2022)

to discuss your future travel plans!
• Alaska
• Caribean cruise

• Danube
• Ireland

• Norway
+ More!
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SPORTS —
Champs crowned in Wednesday Competitive Curling League

By Pat Payton

2021-22 champions in the four flights 
were decided on 'finals night' in the 
Wednesday Competitive Curling 
League last Wednesday (Mar. 30) at 
the St. Marys Curling Club.

'A' champs are the team of skip Ian 
Morton, vice Brady St. Louis, second 
Jason Clarke and lead Shane Simpson. 
'A' runner-ups were Adam Hudson, 
Jared French, Andrew Zwambag and 
Mark Feeney.

"This was our first championship as 
a team," said Clarke, who is General 
Manager and Head Ice technician at 
the local curling club. "We've been to-
gether six years, and we've had a cou-
ple of close calls. We lost in the final 

one year, so it was good to finally pull 
one out."

'B' champs are skip Pat Murray, Jeff 
Jackson, Dennis Lunn, Steve Hutton 
and John Poel. Finalists were the team 
of Linda McFadyen, Merlin Leis, Jim 
McCutcheon and Dale Walden.

'C' champs are Chris Meyer, Gary 
Crowley, Matt Aarts, Gerald Weersink 
and Theo Hendriksen. Runners-up 
were Tom Westerveld, Marjie Wester-
veld, Doug Ranton and Sandra Ranton.

'D' champs are skip Derek Shackleton, 
Victoria Wierenga, John Heard and 
Stephen Walsh. Finalists were Mike 
Smith, Ashley Smith, Adam Smit, Erin 
Basacco and Alan Johnston.

Monday 2-on-2 League

Winners were also recently estab-
lished in the Monday 2-on-2 League 
at the curling club.

'A' league champions are Adam Hud-
son and Andrew Zwambag, with run-

ners-up Tom and Marjie Westerveld.

'B' champs are Ian Morton and Shane 
Simpson, and 'C' champs are Gerald 
Weersink and Deb Pratt-Weersink.

'A' champions in the Wednesday Night Competitive Curling League are the four-
some of lead Shane Simpson, left, second Jason Clarke, vice Brady St. Louis and 
skip Ian Morton. They defeated Adam Hudson's rink in last Wednesday's 'finals 
night.'  (Contributed)

'B' champions in the Wednesday Night Competitive Curling are the foursome of 
Dennis Lunn, left, skip Pat Murray, Jeff Jackson and Steve Hutton. Absent is John 
Poel. They defeated a rink skipped by Linda McFadyen in last Wednesday's 'finals 
night.'  (Contributed)

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

FARM FOR SALE BY TENDER
4699 Line 26, RR2 St. Pauls

PT Lot 18, Concession 7 Downie; PT Lot 16 Concession 8 Downie;
Pt Lot 17 Concession 8 Downie, AS IN R299352; Perth South

Descrption of property o�ered:
172.417 Acres more or less with approximately 150 Acres workable. �e subject property has approx 72 workable acres on the 
upper back portion fronting on Perth Road 130 and crossing over the wet/scrub land onto approx 4 acres of the 76 acres total and 
last crop yield was reported as an exceptionally good yield by Hensell District Co-operative Inc. �e remaining 96.4 acres is 
thought to have approx 82 workable acres of which is thought to have some older clay tiling and the land drains well naturally. 
�ere exists a small mature bush area approx 5 or more acres, and the balance of the property consists of an old bank barn, large 
drive shed, 2 silos, milking barn, and an older 1 ½ storey, 4 bed, 2 bath home in fair condition with updated steel roof. �e home 
has a 200 amp service and is heated by a wood furnace and oil furnace. �is property is well located in an active farming area and 
is located close to the towns of Stratford and St. Marys and would make an excellent addition to your land base. �e Sellers reserve 
the right to reject any bid and the highest bid may not necessarily be accepted. O�ers to be submitted to the address below by 5:00 
pm on Tuesday, April 19th, 2022 along with a certi�ed deposit of $50,000.00 payable to Coldwell Banker Home�eld 
Legacy Realty in Trust. O�ers presented �ursday, April 20th, 2022. Closing Date shall be �ursday, May 12th, 2022.

Upper Approx: 72 Acres Workable Main Approx: 82 Acres Workable

For o�er package or further information, please contact:
Heidi James Realtor for Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street E, Box 699, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 
Cell: 519-274-2234 | Email: hjames71@live.com
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE
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Lincolns finish regular schedule with convincing win
Morey, VandenBrink, Harbour and Lamoureux pace offence in 7-3 victory over St. Thomas

By Pat Payton

When St. Marys Lincolns were putting 
win streaks together before Christmas, 
they were playing a certain brand of 
hockey.

Lincs returned to that physical, strong 
forechecking style last Friday night at 
the PRC and skated to a convincing 
7-3 victory over the St. Thomas Stars 
in their final regular-season game.

It was 'Fill the Rink' night and Lin-
colns' president Brandon Boyd esti-
mated just over 1,000 spectators – the 
biggest crowd of the season – watched 
the GOJHL game.

With his team heading into Western 
Conference playoffs this week, coach 
Jeff Bradley was pleased with the ef-
fort and grit Lincs brought against the 
Stars. Overall, St. Marys out-shot St. 
Thomas 42-24 and dominated the vis-
itors in all aspects of the game.

"I think we've played well in our last 
three games, and this week we had a 
good week of practice," Bradley said 
afterwards. "Tonight, it was nice to 
play well for the (eight graduating) 
20-year-olds and their families who 
were here. And it was nice to finish off 
the (regular) schedule with a good, all-
round effort."

The fifth-place Lincolns completed 
their 48-game campaign with a 26-21-
0-1 record, good for 53 points. They 
will play the fourth-place LaSalle Vi-
pers in a best-of-seven quarter-final 
playoff series, beginning this week. 
Vipers (27-17-3-1) officially clinched 
fourth and home-ice advantage in the 

first round with a 6-3 home-ice vic-
tory over the Leamington Flyers last 
Wednesday.

The Lincs-Vipers series kicks off on 
Wednesday in LaSalle at 7 p.m. Game 
2 is Friday at the PRC at 7:30 p.m., 
Game 3 is Sunday in LaSalle at 2:30 
p.m., and Game 4 next Tuesday, Apr. 12 
in St. Marys at 7:30 p.m.

Two for Morey

Kyle Morey fired a pair of goals for the 
Lincolns in last Friday's victory over 
the Stars, while Noah VandenBrink (1-
2), Thomas Harbour (1-2) and Ethan 
Lamoureux (0-3) all contributed three 
points. Defenceman Myles Baker, Adri-
an Stubberfield and affiliate forward 
Matt Prendergast (London Jr. Knights) 
also scored for St. Marys, while Spen-
cer Hazell and Kieran Moore each 
chipped in a pair of assists.

After Stars opened the scoring with 
a first-minute goal, Lincs scored the 
next seven goals to build a command-
ing 7-1 lead by the midway mark of 
the third period. St. Thomas added a 
couple of late tallies to make the score 
a little more respectable. Stars were 
held to just 12 shots on net over the 
first 40 minutes.

Good puck movement

Lincolns displayed good puck move-
ment with the man-advantage, and 
Morey and VandenBrink both connect-
ed on powerplays. For VandenBrink, it 
was his 20th goal of the season, while 
Morey was selected Lincs' Player-of-
the-Game.

"We were really happy with our puck 
movement tonight," Bradley said. "We 
challenged the guys to make simpler 
plays and not force it too much. For 
the most part, we were happy with our 
game tonight and we wanted to go into 
the playoffs on a high for sure.

"In the playoffs, we have to play to our 
strengths. We're a big team and we 
have to win the battles down low and 
make things tough on our opponent."

Veteran goalie Bryce Walcarius made 
21 saves for his 20th win of the cam-
paign. Maddox Amaral, Connor Sned-
den and Tristen Roberts (powerplay) 
replied for seventh-place St. Thom-
as (18-26-3-1), who will play sec-
ond-place London Nationals in the 
first round of playoffs.

Notes:

–Prior to last Friday's game, Lincolns 
honoured their eight graduating 
20-year-olds: Captain Max Mulder, Joe 
Mazur, Kobe Ferreira, Eric Lalonde, 
Myles Baker, Thomas Harbour, Spen-
cer Hazell and Jacob Bloomfield. Par-
ents or family members presented 
each player with their Lincs' jersey in 
a beautiful frame.

–Lincolns won the season series with 
St. Thomas, 5-1.

–After the GOJHL re-start in early 
February, Lincs went 9-11-0-1 in their 
final 21 regular-season games.

–Long-time Lincolns' supporter Do-
reen Grasby won the 50-50 draw last 
Friday, worth $910.

Leading a rush for the Lincolns is defenceman Eric Lalonde during last Friday 
night's game at the PRC. It was 'Fill the Rink' night, and over 1,000 spectators 
watched the game. Lincs begin a best-of-seven quarter-final playoff series this 
week against the LaSalle Vipers.  (Payton photo)

Lincolns' forward Kyle Morey celebrates at the St. Marys bench after scoring his 
first of two goals last Friday night against St. Thomas Stars. Morey was named 
Lincs' Player-of-the-Game. Lincolns downed the Stars 7-3 in their final GOJHL 
regular-season game.  (Payton photo)

Lincolns - Vipers 
quarter-final playoff dates

(Best-of-seven series)

Wednesday, Apr. 6 - St. Marys at LaSalle, 7 p.m.

Friday, Apr. 8 - LaSalle at St. Marys, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Apr. 10 - St. Marys at LaSalle, 2:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Apr. 12 - LaSalle at St. Marys, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Apr. 14 - St. Marys at LaSalle, 7 p.m., if nec.

Friday, Apr. 15 - LaSalle at St. Marys, 7:30 p.m., if nec.

Sunday, Apr. 17 - St. Marys at LaSalle, 2:30 p.m., if nec.
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Both teams know they can win in the other's building
Lincolns and Vipers set to tangle in Western Conference quarter-final playoff series
By Pat Payton

The two teams played six regular-sea-
son games in 2021-22 . . . and the visi-
tors won every time.

St. Marys Lincolns won all three 
games in LaSalle, beating the Vipers 
3-2, 3-2 and 1-0 at the Vollmer Rec. 
Complex. LaSalle won all three trips 
to St. Marys, beating the Lincs 5-1, 4-2 
and 3-2 in a shootout.

It sets up an interesting scenario as 
the two squads prepare to battle in 
a best-of-seven Western Conference 
quarter-final playoff series. The series 
opener is Wednesday, Apr. 6 in LaSalle 
at 7 o'clock. Game 2 is Friday, Apr. 8 at 
the PRC at 7:30 p.m., with Game 3 back 
at the Vollmer Complex Sunday at 2:30 
p.m. Game 4 is Tuesday, Apr. 12 in St. 
Marys at 7:30 p.m.

"It's a good match-up, just look at how 
close the season series was," Vipers' 
coach Matt Beaudoin said during a re-
cent stop at the PRC. "St. Marys is a 
good team, they work hard and they're 
well-coached.

"Normally with St. Marys, it's kind of 
a battle of attrition. They play a really 
heavy-style game, they're physical and 
you have to be ready to battle. But for 
the most part, we'll focus on what we 
do well. I like to describe our culture 
as a work-boot, lunch-bucket team. We 
don't try to out-skill teams; we try and 
out-work teams and out-execute them. 
I think if we bring that will to win ev-
ery night, we have a chance."

Injury bug bites Vipers

Both teams were banged up as they 
fought for fourth place and home-ice 
advantage in the first round. The inju-
ry bug bit the Vipers late in the regular 
schedule, and there was word that four 
or five key players were unable to play. 
They are expected to get a couple of 
players back for the St. Marys series, 
but not the team's captain and leading 
scorer Nic Pavia. Pavia, who had 23 
goals and 52 points, suffered a broken 
leg Mar. 23 and is out for the season. 
Noah Morneau, second in team scor-
ing, and Ethan Hamelin are two other 
key forwards who are currently side-
lined with injuries.

Two LaSalle players who may play a 
key role in the series are goalies Mat-
thew Sbrocca and Kyle Downey. Sbroc-
ca was brilliant in the shootout win in 
St. Marys on Mar. 27, making 42 saves, 
and Downey started the season with 
the OHL's Windsor Spitfires.

Lincolns will counter with Bryce Wal-

carius, 20, one of the best puck-stop-
pers in the conference. The big 
lefthander from Aylmer made 36 starts 
and won 20 games, with a 2.64 goals-
against average.

Expects great series

Lincs' coach Jeff Bradley has a lot of 
respect for the Vipers' organization 
and expects a great series.

"LaSalle's really well-coached, they 
work extremely hard and they're phys-
ical," he said. "LaSalle is a good team, 
this entire league is good – from top 
to bottom. There's a lot of good teams 
in this conference; it's just a matter of 
who's playing well and playing hard 
on a particular night.

"LaSalle has a really good team, year 
in and year out. It's going to be a tough 
challenge for us, but I like our chanc-
es. We just have to come to play every 
night, and get our powerplay clicking a 
little better."

Lincolns' top four scorers were Ethan 
Lamoureux (18-37-55), rookies Noah 
VandenBrink (20-26-46) and Kyle Mo-
rey (18-26-44) and veteran Thomas 
Harbour (13-26-39). All four are key 
members of the St. Marys powerplay, 
along with centre Spencer Hazell and 
defencemen Eric Lalonde and Josh 
Cornfield. Hazell is strong in the face-
off circles and averaged almost a point 
a game after joining the team just past 
the midway mark of the schedule. The 
great-skating Lalonde scored four 

times while his team held the man ad-
vantage.

Lamoureux and team captain Max 
Mulder feel the Lincs are confident 
going into the series.

"We just have to stick together as 
a team, and if everybody buys in I 
think we can have a really good se-
ries against them," Lamoureux said. 
"LaSalle is a hard-working team, but I 
think if we all put in the effort and be a 
hard-working team ourselves, we can 
beat them in four.

"I'm very confident we can beat them. 
We have a great team here, and I think 
we can go a long way with this team."

Mulder says the two teams are even-
ly-matched, looking at the season sta-
tistics. The teams had nearly the same 
number of wins (27-26) and scored al-
most the same number of goals over 
48 games (163-158). The teams fin-
ished five points apart.

"I think it's going to be a great series," 
the big defenceman said. "You look 
at the stats, and we're pretty close 
in goals for and against. We're two 
hard-working defensive teams, so we 
have to get pucks to the net and score 
more goals. If we capitalize on our 
powerplay chances and play good de-
fensive hockey, we'll be just fine.

"We've had a little losing streak here 
lately, but the playoffs are a fresh start. 
I think the guys are excited to hit the 
ice for the playoffs and hit the re-start 

button."

Hard, physical, fast-paced hockey

Lincs' Director of Hockey Operations/
GM Greg Smale echoed many of the 
same sentiments as Lamoureux and 
Mulder.

"Both teams are evenly-matched, with 
very similar records," Smale said. 
"Both teams won three times in the 
other team's building, so I think it's 
going to be a very hard, physical, fast-
paced series . . . a real good four seed 
versus five seed.

"I'm excited to see it, and I think the 
fans are going to be in for a long series 
of hockey."

The series may or may not come down 
to goaltending, but the GM says both 
teams have good players at that posi-
tion. "It's playoff hockey and a goalie 
can definitely steal you a series. If a 
goalie gets hot, they can carry you," he 
said.

Smale would like to see Lincolns re-
turn to the way they were playing just 
before the Christmas break when the 
team was putting lengthy win streaks 
together.

"I'm looking at us getting back to 
playing our style of hockey," the GM 
said. "We've been playing a little loos-
ey-goosey right now, with not enough 
systems and not enough working to-
gether.

"I would like to see us get back to play-
ing physical, dumping pucks in, and 
getting on the forecheck. I think the 
more we lay the body early, the more it 
will pay off later on in the series."

Lincs had their share of injuries late 
in the regular schedule, but Smale ex-
pects the team will ice a fairly healthy 
roster against LaSalle.

"I think we'll be the healthiest we've 
been in probably seven weeks," he 
said. "Guys are going to dress and 
they're going to play. We're not going 
to be as cautious with their (playing) 
minutes.

"We're going to approach it that we 
need everyone on the ice ready to go. 
We're going to take the reins off and 
hopefully go at it."

Notes:

–A Vipers' defenceman is Tanner Win-
egard. The 6 ft., 6 inch Winegard is the 
17-year-old son of former Lincolns' 
forward Owen Lessard (1986-87). 
Winegard's a draft pick of the OHL 
Spitfires.

Tim Simmons, left, was at the PRC recently to present a couple of league awards 
to Lincolns' goaltender Bryce Walcarius. Simmons is the Director of Hockey Op-
erations for the GOJHL, and the awards were from Collins Clothiers, a league 
sponsor. Walcarius was named Western Conference goalie-of-the-month for No-
vember, and GOJHL goalie-of-the-month for December. At right is Lincs' presi-
dent Brandon Boyd.  (Payton photo)

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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BAD ASPHALT?
Call Liz for a free estimate.  

519-284-3737

www.apmg.ca
Office: 519.284.3737 | 12 Industrial Rd., St. Marys

Western Conference quarter-final series match-ups set
By Pat Payton

It took until Saturday night to finally 
establish who would finish in top spot 
in the GOJHL's Western Conference. 
When London Nationals lost 3-2 to 
the Kings in Komoka, it clinched first 
place for the Leamington Flyers.

The four, best-of-seven quarter-fi-
nal series in the West are as follows: 
Leamington (36-12-0-0) draws the 
eighth-place Strathroy Rockets (13-
29-2-4), second-place London (34-11-
2-1) tangles with the seventh-place St. 
Thomas Stars (18-26-3-1), the third-
place Chatham Maroons (29-12-4-3) 
play sixth-place Komoka (22-22-2-2), 
and the fourth-place LaSalle Vipers 
(27-17-3-1) meet the fifth-place St. 
Marys Lincolns (26-21-0-1).

–Nathan Perrott was a member of the 
last Lincolns team to win the West-
ern Conference playoff title. He was 
a member of a big, tough and talented 
Lincs' squad in 1993-94 that knocked 
off Mark Hunter's Petrolia Jets in six 
games in the final.

Perrott is now an assistant coach with 
the Lincolns. He was asked what the 
2021-22 team has to do to be success-
ful in the post-season.

"I think we need to get back to the ba-
sics and manufacture goals," Perrott 
replied. "We need to get the puck to 
the net, drive to the net, and go to the 
dirty areas. We have to focus on that, 
and we've been doing that for a while 
now.

"In the playoffs, we need to finish all 
our checks and get to the dirty areas. 
That's how you win in the playoffs. I 
think we'll be a good playoff team . . . 
we'll be ready to go."

It was the way Perrott and his team-
mates played 28 years ago.

–St. Thomas coach Rob Coutts says the 
Stars, the youngest team in the West, 

have nothing to lose going against 
heavily-favoured London.

"There's no pressure on us to win," 
Coutts said prior to last Friday's game 
in St. Marys. "All the pressure is on 
those top two seeds (Leamington and 
London).

"I think, right now, teams are carrying 
a lot of injuries because everybody has 
been playing a lot of games. I think, for 
all teams, it will be good going into the 
playoffs healthy, and to stay healthy 
when you're in the playoffs. We're go-
ing to be healthy enough to compete, 
and we look forward to the challenge."

–London assistant coach Rumun Ndur 
admitted that the Nationals have 
played "a little up and down" since the 
coaching shuffle early in the New Year. 
In a surprising turn of events, Ndur, 
assistant Dennis Maruk and head 
coach David Matsos were hired to re-
place Colin Martin and his staff. Nats 
were 18-4-1-1 and in first place when 

the change was made.

"London had a great record when we 
took over," Ndur told the Independent 
during a recent stop in St. Marys. "But 
we still felt there were some things 
we needed to tighten up. The players 
fought back against us a little bit be-
cause they were winning the way they 
were playing. But I think we've got 
them coming around now, and they're 
playing much better.

"I think it's going to be a great play-
off, and I like our chances if we play 
our game. We've got the boys playing 
the way we want them to play; the way 
they need to play to win. I think we 
have as good an opportunity as any 
team in this league."

Ndur, born in Nigeria and a former 
NHL defenceman, once served as an 
assistant coach with the Lincs.

–The third-place Chatham Maroons 
finished their 48-game regular sched-

ule, going 7-0-1 in their final eight 
games.

–Tim Simmons was recently at the 
PRC to present a couple of awards to 
Lincolns' goalie Bryce Walcarius. Sim-
mons is the Director of Hockey Opera-
tions for the GOJHL.

Walcarius, 20, received awards for 
being Western Conference goalten-
der-of-the-month for November, and 
GOJHL goaltender-of-the-month for 
December. The gifts were from Collins 
Clothiers, who sponsor the GOJHL 
player-of-the-month awards.

Lincs' forward Ethan Lamoureux, 
meanwhile, was named Western de-
fensive player-of-the-month for De-
cember.

–Hamilton Kilty B's were the only GO-
JHL team to reach 40 wins this season. 
They dominated the Golden Horse-
shoe loop with a 40-7-1-0 record, good 
for 81 points.

The Lincolns honoured their eight graduating 20-year-olds prior to their final regular-season game last Friday. Lincs' jer-
seys were presented to the players in a beautiful frame by parents or family members. From left are: Spencer Hazell (43), 
Myles Baker (16), Eric Lalonde (71), Joe Mazur (91), Jacob Bloomfield (57), Kobe Ferreira (67), Thomas Harbour (81) and 
captain Max Mulder (55).  (Payton photo)
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ANAF U15 'BB' team finishes second at Provincials 
Rock suffers only loss in championship game Sunday in Barrie
By Pat Payton

BARRIE - It's not the way the ANAF 
U15 'BB' team wanted their season to 
end.

But reflecting back, Mark Brintnell's 
squad can be very proud of their entire 
2021-22 campaign – which stretched 
from October to early April. Overall, 
the Rock posted a stellar record of 40 
wins, just four losses and four ties, and 
more than proved they were one of the 
top teams in their classification in On-
tario.

In a one-game final for the OMHA 
championship here Sunday night, the 
Rock carried a 2-1 lead into the third 
period but the Midland Centennials 
scored twice in the final 15 minutes to 
pull out a 3-2 victory.

Midland and St. Marys were clearly the 
best two teams in the 16-team tourna-
ment. Midland finished the weekend 
with a 6-0 record, while St. Marys went 
5-1. Both teams allowed only eight 
goals against in six games. Sometimes 
in sports, it's sad that one team has to 
lose.

Centennials opened the scoring with 
the only goal of the first period. The 
Rock quickly grabbed the lead on goals 
by Jayden Tipping and Colton Hender-
son before the middle frame was six 
minutes old. They held a 21-12 edge in 
shots over the first two periods.

Midland tied it 2-2 at 2:58 of the third, 
and then scored the winner with just 
3:07 left on the clock. A shot from the 
point found its way through traffic.

The Rock out-shot the Centennials in 
every period and 31-21 overall.

Coaching staff proud of team

"Our boys played great all weekend 
and earned their place in the final," 
head coach Mark Brintnell told the In-
dependent. "We are so proud of these 
boys. They played great all year and 
deserve to be one of the top teams in 
the province. They showed determina-
tion and commitment on the ice, and 
leadership and integrity off the ice."

Assistant coach Dan Schiedel echoed 
the same sentiments.

"It was two evenly-matched teams in 
the final," Schiedel said. "We had a lit-
tle bit of luck, we got some timely goals 
and we had solid goaltending all week-
end. All those things helped us go for-
ward in the tournament.

"We're pretty proud of our guys; they 
played really hard all weekend. As 
coaches, you're disappointed with the 
end result, but not with the effort. Our 
guys gave it everything they had."

1-0 thriller in semi-finals

In the semi-finals Sunday morning, a 
third-period goal by Myles Clinton lift-
ed the ANAF squad to a thrilling 1-0 
victory over the Belleville Jr. Bulls. The 
goal came just over four minutes into 
the final frame. Cyler Pickering earned 
the shutout.

"The game sure had everyone on the 
edge of their seats," coach Brintnell 
reported. "We now have an old foe in 
Midland. St. Marys has come up against 
Midland a couple of times over the last 
number of years. It will be a good tilt, 
and we're looking forward to it."

Both teams went into the champion-
ship game with perfect 5-0 records. St. 
Marys had scored 18 goals and allowed 
five, while Midland had scored 19 goals 
and gave up six.

In the quarter-finals Saturday night, 
the Rock were matched against the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Wolves, who had 
finished second in Group 4 with a 2-1 
record.

"With a little bit of grit and a little bit 
of luck, we'll have a game (Sunday)," 
Brintnell said.

The ANAF crew responded with a goal 
in each period en route to a 3-1 victory 
over the Wolves. Jared Ballantyne, with 
two including the winner, and Colton 
Henderson scored for the Rock.

The two teams had met earlier this 
season at the Regional Silver Stick 
tournament in Pelham, and St. Marys 
won 6-0.

Preliminary-round summaries

The Rock opened the tourney Friday 
afternoon with a convincing 7-0 win 
over the Kent Cobras.

"We played really well, right from the 
start," reported coach Brintnell, who 
watched his team build a 4-0 lead by 
the end of two periods.

"We had a little bit of a layoff from the 
Dorchester series until today, but the 
boys came out on fire. They are deter-
mined. They turned in a strong game 
today, from start to finish in all three 
periods."

Winger Oliver McHugh netted a pair 
of goals for St. Marys, while the sin-
gles came off the sticks of Jayden Tip-
ping, Hayden Brintnell, Nate Schiedel, 
Colton Henderson and Evan Ballan-
tyne. Trevor Aarts recorded the shut-
out.

The ANAF squad hit the ice again Fri-
day night for a game against Greater 

Fort Erie Meteors. Down 2-0 after the 
first period, the Rock rallied for a 3-2 
victory.

"Our guys stayed in the game, which 
has been kind of the hallmark of our 
team," Brintnell said. "They stay fo-
cused in the game, whether we are up 
or down, and they keep executing the 
game plan. It was really a team win; all 
the boys rallied around each other in 
the third period and fought hard."

Jayden Tipping's second goal of the 
contest, with 4:12 remaining to play, 
was the game winner. Nate Schiedel 
had tied the score early in the third. 
The net win went to Cyler Pickering.

The Rock's third and final preliminary 
game was Saturday afternoon against 
the BCH (Bayfield, Clinton, Hensall) 
Ice Dogs. With a 4-2 victory over the 
Ice Dogs, St. Marys finished first in its 
pool with a 3-0 record.

The teams were tied 1-1 after the first 
period, and the Rock carried a 2-1 
edge into the final frame. The ANAF 
marksmen were Hayden Brintnell, 
Jayden Tipping, Connor Hall and Oli-
ver McHugh, and Aarts picked up the 
net win.

"We started a little slow, and they got 
the first goal," coach Brintnell noted. 
"Maybe we weren't quite ready to go, 
and it took a little time to get the en-
gine warmed up."

After their three round-robin games, 
the Rock had scored 14 goals and al-
lowed just four against.

OMHA notes:

–A total of 16 teams competed in the 
U15 'BB' division in Barrie. There 
were four groups of four teams, with 
St. Marys placed in Group 2.

–Prior to the Provincial championship 
tournament, the ANAF U15 'BBs' had 
not lost a game since Nov. 28 when 
they were defeated 5-2 by Pelham in 
the Regional Silver Stick final. The 
team went into the Provincials with an 
impressive 35-3-4 record.

In their previous 18 games before 
heading to Barrie, the Rock had won 17 
of them–including nine in a row in the 
playoffs–and tied the other.

–The coaching staff of Mark Brintnell, 
Dan Schiedel, Robb McIntosh, Jake 
Watt and goalie coach Ben Merkel did 
a great job with this U15 team this sea-
son.

Earlier this season at the PRC, members of the ANAF U15 'BB' team celebrate a 
goal by Jayden Tipping (11). The Rock advanced all the way to the championship 
game at the OMHA 'Road to the Red Hats' tournament in Barrie this past week-
end. The team can be proud of its stellar 2021-22 season.  (Payton file photo)

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COMMUNITY —

Services We O�er!
• Floor sander rental • Lexan cutting • Pool and Spa Water 

Testing • Paint colour matching & tinting • Key cutting • BBQ 
Parts ordering • Water delivery • Glass cutting • Screen repair

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6   |  Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages

Family Law
Estate planning

and most areas of Law
visit our new website at 

www.sherwinlaw.ca
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Local trio helps U18 'AAA' 
Lakers win Alliance title

By Pat Payton

Forward Jimmy Schiedel, defenceman 
Rourke McEwan and goalie Kiefer 
MacNeil, all St. Marys boys and mem-
bers of the Huron-Perth U18 'AAA' 
team, helped the Lakers win the Alli-
ance championship early last week.

In the third and deciding game of the 
series, Lakers blanked the London Jr. 
Knights 3-0 at Stratford's Allman Are-
na. Zach Schooley scored twice and 
Zach Burleigh earned the shutout.

With the victory, the Huron-Perth 
team qualified for the Provincials in 
Toronto this week, Apr. 4-10.

Lakers' five preliminary-round games 
this week are as follows: Nepean (Mon-
day), Guelph (Tuesday), Soo Jr. Grey-
hounds (Wednesday), Reps. 'AAA' 
Hockey Club from GTHL (Thursday), 
and Toronto Young Nationals (Friday).

The semi-finals are Saturday, and the 
bronze and gold-medal games are on 
Sunday afternoon.

Defenceman Rourke McEwan, left, goalie Kiefer MacNeil and forward Jimmy 
Schiedel, all St. Marys boys and members of the Huron-Perth U18 team, helped 
the Lakers capture the Alliance 'AAA' championship early last week. Lakers 
blanked the London Jr. Knights 3-0 at Stratford's Allman Arena to win the final 
series 2-1. With the victory, the Huron-Perth team qualified for the Provincials in 
Toronto this week.  (Contributed)

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK
WWW.STMARYSRADIO.COM

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. - The St. Marys Lincolns begin their first-round playoff series in LaSalle 
against the Vipers. The Lincolns Season Special gets the night started at 6:30 followed by our live 
broadcast of St. Marys Lincolns Playoff Hockey presented by Tradition Mutual Insurance in 
Sebringville with Spencer Seymour starting at 6:55.
Friday at 6:30 p.m. - Explore themes that run through music and hear stories behind some of your 
favourite songs ever on Tuned In with Rob Edney.
Friday at 7:00 p.m. - The Lincolns host the Vipers in Game Two of their series. The Lincolns Season 
Special starts at 7:00 followed by our live broadcast of St. Marys Lincolns Playoff Hockey presented 
by Tradition Mutual Insurance in Sebringville with Spencer Seymour and Joel Azzano starting at 7:25.
Saturday at 4:00 p.m. / Sunday at 1:00 p.m. - Noah Smith and Tyler Middleton host an hour of 
great sports banter on The Smitty & Middy Show.
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. - Enjoy the music you grew up on as Doug Cooper brings you two hours of 
hits from the 60s, 70s, and 80s on Sunday Morning Memories.
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. - Go to church without leaving your home! St. Marys Radio takes you inside 
the St. Marys United Church for their weekly live service.
Sunday at 2:00 p.m. - The Lincolns return to LaSalle for Game Three of their series. The Lincolns 
Season Special starts at 2:00 followed by our live broadcast of St. Marys Lincolns Playoff Hockey 
presented by Tradition Mutual Insurance in Sebringville with Spencer Seymour and starting at 2:25.

Perth South council 
remuneration for the year 
2021 issued
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*conditions apply.

JACKSON’S PHARMACY

We deliver same day free & offer curbside pickup!
jacksonsorders@sunshinedrugs.com•519.284.1491

“MED packs take a
lot of the guess work
and stress out of the 
equation. Our parents
are thrilled with it.”

Jennifer S.

Ask our team today 
if MyEasyDose

 MED packs
can benefit you or 

your loved one. 

Bamb�
Sh�ts
Sale

KING 2999

QUEEN 2799

FULL 2599

Until April 8th

COMMUNITY —
Chili supper fundraiser

These Thames Valley residents, Wendy & Al  Brown, Elaine Stephen Miller, VJ & 
Ric Knutson & many volunteers raised $650 at their chilli supper on April 1st, 
2022. These funds will help support Ukranians coming here soon.

Spring food drive at the 
Indepedent Grocer

The Spring Food Drive was held at the Independent Grocery Store on Saturday, 
April 2, 2022. 10-12 cartfuls of non-perishable items were donated by customers 
of the Independent Grocery Store with the assistance from the Stratford Police 
Service. Thanks also goes out to the St. Marys Radio Station for promoting the 
event. Pictured, from left is Teegan Horne, Stratford Auxiliary Police; Tyson Rob-
inson also a Stratford Auxiliary Police; Jennifer Morris, Community and Fami-
ly Service Manager (Salvation Army) and Barry Clarke also from the Salvation 
Army in St. Marys.  (Nancy Bickell photo)
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COMMUNITY —

COME SEE US 
TODAY!

14 Given Road, St Marys
 519-349-2300

Employment Opportunities - email  jamie.fitzgerald@turfcare.ca

Tradition Mutual Insurance donates 
$35,000 towards St. Marys Area 
Mobility Service

On March 28, 2022 Andrea Ludington, on behalf of Tradition Mutual Insurance Company, presented a $35,000 
cheque to Lauren Beer, Manager of St Marys & Area Mobility Service, to help facilitate a much needed new 
mobility van.  The St Marys & Area Mobility Service provides a much needed service in our community by 
providing accessible transportation at a reasonable rate.  (Contributed photo)

Only $85+taxes

View times:
townofstmarys.com/arena

Contact us for bookings
519-284-2160
prccsr@town.stmarys.on.ca

Ice rental times available!

Pyramid Recreation Centre 
317 James St. S., St. Marys  
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HAPPY NEW YEARThursday, December 30, 2021Issue #1087

A COMMEMORATIVE EDITION RECAPPING 2021

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
1.90
2.55
2.92

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 1.50 - 3 YR 2.35 - 5 YR 2.50

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com

St. Marys Independent

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE
www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

TUBE SLIDE 
OPENING 
Wed. Jan 5th at 5pm
Book your spot online!

PICK UP A GREAT TRUCK FOR $230 B.W

2017 Ram 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 SXT
8 sp. auto, air, am/fm sat. power windows, locks & mirrors, 
tilt wheel, cruise, spray in liner, tonneau, running boards, 

tow pkg, alum. wheels and more comes certified and 
includes Chrysler ext. warranty

Payments over 84 months at 6.74% o.a.c., 
HST and licensing extra

$33,995$230 B.W. AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

VISITORS’ GUIDEVISITORS’ GUIDE
Town of St. MarysTown of St. Marys20222022

Where history meets modern adventures.
Home of the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum

Residents nearby a former Sobeys expressed concern over 
whether the location is the best spot for a new high-rise in a 
virtual Special Public and Council Meeting. 

The meeting, held over Zoom and Facebook live on Sep-
tember 30, featured a public participation meeting for the 
development plan and re-zoning application. Dave Hannam, 
an agent for Zelinka Priamo Limited, said that the project 
proposes a seven-storey high rise on 30 Queensland Drive 
where the grocery store used to be. For that to happen, it 
must be re-zoned from a residential and commercial prop-

erty to a high density residential property.
Hannam added that residents already expressed a variety 

of concerns including noise, a traffic increase, light pollu-
tion, and privacy. A petition against the development col-
lected over 120 signatures. 

Developers Hugh Handy of GSP Group and Joel Doherty 
of HIP Queensland Inc. proposed 162 units, 243 parking 
spaces, and 41 bike parking spaces for the seven-storey 
building. With a prediction of about 55 to 75 trips to and 
from work following the high-rise, an increase in traffic is 
not expected. 
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STRATFORDTIMES

The pandemic is still making it difficult for people 
to gather together. However, through a combination 
of social media and low-key in-person event, United 
Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) launched their 2021/2022 
campaign with an ambitious goal of $2,002,061 and 
a commitment to work even harder to help address 
#UNIGNORABLE issues such as poverty, mental 
health and homelessness faced by vulnerable members 
of the Stratford and area community.

“Every campaign kick-off is special,” said Ryan 
Erb, UWPH Executive Director. “But for Stratford 
and area, this kick-off also marks the beginning of an 
important journey. Besides working to raise funds for 
existing programs and services across Perth-Huron, 
we’re helping fund projects addressing homelessness 
in new ways along with our partners at the City of 
Stratford and Choices for Change.”

A major focus of this new approach to homeless-
ness is the Stratford Connection Centre (SCC). Final 
discussions are currently underway with a downtown 
partner to host the centre, providing a safe place for 
vulnerable people, empowering individuals to move 
toward a better life by connecting them with allies and 
supports. This includes access to basic needs such as a 
shower and laundry facilities, building social ties and 
trust with volunteers and staff and connecting clients 
to additional social services through volunteers and 
staff.

As part of the project, the City of Stratford is pro-
viding funding for two staff members with a focus on 
working in Stratford’s downtown core and with the 
homeless population who are sleeping rough. They 
will also provide a resource for concerned communi-
ty members to reach out to when they find someone 
in need, as well as collaborating with Stratford Police 
Services and their outreach vehicle to attend local en-
campments and deliver food and other supplies, along 
with providing transportation.

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

PRIDE PROGRESS
Wellington Street was closed earlier this week from Downie Street to Market Place to allow for installation of a Pride 

Progress crosswalk in front of Stratford City Hall. Council had approved the proposal by Infinite Pride Stratford and 
Sirkel Foods owner Kelly Ballantyne in July, as a visual sign of support for LGBTQ+ communities.
The Pride Progress flag was introduced by designer Daniel Quaser in 2018. Using the common six-stripe rainbow 

design as a base, the “Progress” variation adds a chevron on the left side that features black and brown to represent 
people of colour, and light blue, pink, and white stripes to represent the trans community. The arrow shape indicates 
forward movement but that progress still needs to be made. 
In order to avoid confusion for drivers and to assist the visually impaired, the crosswalk design also includes a 

white border, as recommended by Stratford’s accessibility advisory committee and the CNIB Foundation.

(FRED GONDER PHOTO)

‘This is just too big’ – Concerned 
residents speak out over re-zoning 

former Sobeys as a high-rise
EMILY STEWART

Contributor

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

United Way 
announces goal, 

embarks on 
ambitious plan to 
end homelessness

By Stewart Grant

When you are a small business with only a 
few employees, sometimes you need to make 
sudden adjustments in response to unex-
pected circumstances.

Such was the case earlier this week when 
Sarah, one of our two graphic designers, 
was laid up in the hospital and we suddenly 
found ourselves short-staffed in a position 
that requires a speci�c set of skills.  

Our other graphic designer, Tyler, normal-
ly lays out two newspapers at the start of 
each week (Wilmot and St. Marys), which is 
an impressive feat already. Adding a third 
newspaper to his workload (Tavistock) in 
Sarah’s absence would have been too much 
if we wanted to maintain the same level of 
quality.

Therefore, what we decided to do this week 
was combine the Wilmot and Tavistock news-
papers. Whereas the Wilmot Post averages 
16 pages a week and the Tavistock Gazette 
is usually 8 or 12 pages, this week we’ve kept 
all of the same content but put them together 
to make a 28-page newspaper.

We hope to have Sarah back in tip-top shape 
next week and return to our regular format, 
but in the meantime, I hope you enjoy the 
expanded coverage. 

If you have feedback, good or constructive, 
on how we did this week given the circum-
stances, please feel to drop us a line at ta-
vistockgazette@rogers.com or wilmotpost@
gmail.com.

The Wilmot-Tavistock Gazette
Serving New Hamburg, Tavistock, Baden, Wellesley, New Dundee, St. Agatha, Shakespeare, Petersburg, Hickson, Punkeydoodle’s Corner and area

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021Since 1895  

“Be in love with the search for truth” 
- Maya Angela

Why the Wilmot 
Post and Tavistock 
Gazette are merged 
(for this week)
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By Wilmot Post / Tavistock Gazette Staff

A Toronto resident has been charged un-
der section 281 of the Criminal Code with 
Abduction of Person Under 14 after an 
ongoing investigation in Perth County.

On Monday, October 18, 2021, the Perth 
County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), 
under the direction of the OPP Criminal 
Investigation Branch (CIB), with the as-
sistance of the Toronto Police Service, 

arrested and charged 36-year-old 
Corygon Allicock. 

The accused was held in custody pending 
a bail hearing.

As this is an ongoing investigation, no 
further details have been released.

Furthermore, a publication ban has been 
placed in effect so to protect the identity 
of the victim.

Abduction charge laid in local case

By Wilmot Post Staff

The Region of Waterloo International 
Airport (YKF) will double in size in 
the next six months, accommodating 
growth that will see passenger traf�c 
increase from 70,000 in 2019 to more 
than one million in 2022.

The regional council recently ap-
proved an $11 million project to com-
plete terminal expansion work at YKF. 
The project includes the construction 
of two buildings that will feature bag-
gage carousels, holding areas, food 
services, retail and pre-board screen-
ing. 

“It is an exciting time for the region 
and today is an important milestone 
as the airport continues to grow and 
drive a thriving economy,” said Re-
gional Chair Karen Redman in a state-
ment

“Airline partners have recently an-
nounced an increase in destinations 
and frequency of �ights, which will 
move the airport to the next level in 
world-class service. This will also pro-
vide more opportunities for the region 
in terms of jobs and economic expan-
sion.”

Flair Airlines has been operating out 
of YKF since May 2021, adding more 
than 100 jobs to the local economy. 
Flair is a Canadian, low-cost airline 
that is headquartered in Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

“Flair is extremely proud and excited 

to be bringing truly affordable fares to 
the Region of Kitchener-Waterloo and 
it is wonderful to see the tremendous 
customer demand for our services 
from YKF,” said Stephen Jones, Presi-
dent and CEO of Flair Airlines.

“The expansion of the airport facili-
ties is a measured and appropriate in-

vestment to provide a great customer 
experience at the airport and we look 
forward to �lling it with happy travel-
lers and to driving continued econom-
ic growth in the region.”

Terminal expansion work is expected 
to be completed in spring next year.

Region of Waterloo airport to double 
in size in the next six months

Perth County’s Best 
Music Mix

www.stmarysradio.com

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

GRANT
HAVEN

MEDIA

• Everyone has a story
• The news should be free for 
  all to enjoy
• Good news beats bad news
• Newspapers strengthen 
  communities

• Newspapers document history
• Newspapers should be 
  locally-owned and operated
• Contribute to your local paper
• Sensible ad rates help local 
  businesses

Come check out our booth 
at the Stratford Home & 

Leisure Show!
April 9 • 9 am - 6 pm & April 10 • 10 am - 4 pm

The Stratford Rotary Complex

COMMUNITY —

  FOR SALEFOR SALE

1772 PERTH ROAD 139, RR#6 
ST. MARYS

Stunning 1889 Limestone Schoolhouse now 4-bedroom 
home. Beautifully appointed inside and out. Complete reno 
in 2010 with insulation, wiring, plumbing, drywall, custom 
kitchen, bathrooms, flooring & second level! Rafters peak at 
20 foot cathedral ceiling.

Cozy Basement with in-floor heat. 2 Car Garage with second 
level built in 2008. Book your viewing today. 

Price $859,000, MLS 40222996

WWW.SHACKLETONS.CAWWW.SHACKLETONS.CA

Call FERN PRIDHAM - Broker
519 274 2885
fernpridham@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gardenontario.org/society-listing/entry/534/ 
 

Gardening in St. Marys 
 
 

Monday, April 11th at 7:30 pm 
 

St. Marys Legion Hall 
 
Speaker: Shelly Meyers 
 

Topic: Butterflies & Plants to Attract Them 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone Welcome 
This meeting is for YOU! Come out and enjoy. 

St. Marys Station Gallery opens 
“The Minimalist Eye”

The Station Gallery on Saturday March 26th held a 
‘Meet and Greet’ to open the beautiful exhibition of 
Minimal Photography by photographer Tim Young.  
The patrons to the gallery were greeted by Tim 
Young, Alizon Sharun, St. Marys Poetry Circle, and 
curator Cameron Porteous.

Tim discussed the process used in creating his 
photographs and Alizon Sharun introduced the 18 
poets who were in attendance.  One patron insisted 
that the work was not photography, however, later, 
she joyfully confessed that it must be art! St. Marys 
photographer Herman Veenendaal said, “Yes, of 
course, it is art; Young uses his camera not a paint-
brush”.  

Tim Young announced to the public a challenge to 
identify one of the photographs which was taken in 
St. Marys.  Only one young man and a lady of the 
30 to 40 patrons picked the photograph correctly.   
Those who attend the exhibit will also be given the 
challenge to see if they can correctly identify the 
photograph. 

Tim Young will be at the final meet and greet on 
Saturday, April 9th from 1 to 4pm.   Come and meet 
Tim, the poets and take the challenge to identify 
the St. Marys Photograph.  The Minimalist Eye ex-
hibit continues Tuesday to Saturday from 11-4 un-
til Saturday May 7.    

Pictured, back middle, is Tim Young explaining his photographs.  (Contributed photo)
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By Mary Smith

This week’s photograph is a 1980s 
view of the residence built for Daniel 
Rupert and family, currently identi-
fied as 156 Queen Street West. Ru-
pert was one of the first licensed 
dentists in St. Marys and this lovely 
home, built in 1872, is an indication 
of his professional achievements. 

Dentistry did not become a recog-
nized profession in Ontario until 
1868. Of course, people needed den-
tal care before that date but in small 
pioneer communities, they usual-
ly took their chances with whoever 
offered this service as a sideline to 
another business. Barbers – chairs at 
the ready – were often tooth-pullers. 
So were druggists and even black-
smiths. Or there were itinerants who 
might come to town occasionally, 
book a room in a local hotel, and see 
patients there. The earliest dentists 
to advertise in the St. Marys Argus 
included C. H. Husband of Goderich 
who, in 1858, was at Irvine’s Hotel 
once a month, and C. Cartwright of 
Stratford who, in 1862, had his office 
over McLean’s Drugstore on Queen 
Street three days a week.

However, soon after Confederation, 
a group of experienced dentists in 
the Toronto-Eastern Ontario area 
decided to take control of their pro-
fession. They wanted to persuade the 
Ontario government to pass a bill to 
set standards for the practice of den-
tistry and to issue licenses only to 
qualified practitioners. They met in 
Toronto to draft a proposed bill. This 
meeting marked the beginning of 
the Ontario Dental Association. The 
government’s “Act Respecting Den-
tistry” became law on March 3, 1868. 
Any dentist who had been in prac-
tice for five years could apply for a 
license. The bill was revised in 1870 
and from then on, dental students 
had to pass entry examinations, ap-
prentice three years with a licensed 
dentist, and pass a final examination 
before receiving a license. The first 
school of dentistry was opened in 
1875 in Toronto. By 1888, successful 
graduates of the three-year program 
were awarded the degree of Doctor 
of Dental Surgery conferred by the 
University of Toronto. 

In St. Marys, Daniel Matthew Sey-
more Rupert received his license 
to practice dentistry soon after the 
legislation was passed.  In 1868, he 
was only 25 years of age but met the 

qualification of being five years in 
practice. In fact, there is a notice in 
the St. Marys Argus in March 1862 
stating that D. M. S. Rupert, late of 
Toronto, had established a practice 
on Water Street. At this date, he was 
just 19 and must have spent the next 
few years gaining professional ex-
perience thanks to the courage – or 
desperation – of local residents who 
needed dental care. 

Daniel Rupert was born in 1843 in 
Vaughan Township, north of Toron-
to, a member of a large farming fam-
ily. After he left school, rather than 
staying on the farm, he went to To-
ronto where he may have worked 
with an established dentist to learn 
the fundamentals of this profession. 
He seems to have established him-
self quite quickly after moving to St. 
Marys, although, during the early 
years of his practice, he moved his 
office frequently – at least five times 
between 1862 and 1870. Eventual-
ly, he rented office space in “Guest’s 
Stone Block” on the corner of Wel-
lington and Queen Streets where he 
stayed for more than 20 years. 

In the mid-1860s, he married Henri-
etta (Hettie) Von Slyke, who had 
been born in the United States. The 
Ruperts had two daughters: Ella, 
born in 1867, and May, born in 1871. 
According to the 1869 assessment 
roll, Daniel Rupert owned a modest 
home for his little family on three 
town lots in the west ward at the 
corner of Queen and Warner Streets. 

Once he became a licensed dentist, 
he grew increasingly prosperous. In 
1871, he purchased property, also on 
Queen Street West but closer to his 
office downtown. In 1872, he built 
the house shown in this week’s pho-
tograph. 

The two-storey, buff brick house, lo-
cated near the top of the hill leading 
up to the west ward, would immedi-
ately have taken its place among the 
gracious residences built in St. Marys 
in the final decades of the 19th cen-
tury. Among its notable features are 
the deep bay windows and the large, 
front veranda with its slender col-
umns and balcony. (This veranda 
was repaired and rebuilt by the cur-
rent owners but had to be modified 
because the upper balcony did not 
meet modern building code require-
ments.) The Ruperts were Method-
ists and it is easy to imagine Ladies 
Aid teas in the front parlour. Both 
daughters were married from their 
home: Ella in 1892 and May in 1893. 

Meanwhile, the dental profession 
was making progress. Through the 
1870s and 1880s, several other li-
censed practitioners joined Daniel 
Rupert as town dentists although it 
was 1893 before the first graduate of 
the College of Dental Surgery, Dr. W. 
T. McGorman, set up practice in St. 
Marys. Whereas early dentistry was 
basically pulling out bad teeth, now 
there was more emphasis on filling 
their cavities and preserving them. 
The term “Painless Dentistry” came 

into use. Rupert himself placed a no-
tice in the St. Marys Argus in 1884 
stating: “Having purchased one of the 
most complete Vitalized Air Appara-
tus on the American Continent, will 
be prepared at any time to adminis-
ter Vitalized Air for the painless ex-
traction of teeth. Teeth inserted and 
filled in all the most approved meth-
ods.” Patented in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1883, “Vitalized Air,” was nitrous 
oxide (laughing gas) combined with 
small amounts of chloroform and al-
cohol. It became the most commonly 
used anesthetic in North America by 
the end of the 19th century.

Daniel Rupert’s contributions to St. 
Marys included his years of service, 
from the 1870s onward, on town 
council. He was re-elected many 
times to represent the west ward and 
in 1888, he was a candidate for may-
or. He was fully endorsed by the pub-
lisher/editor of the St. Marys Argus, 
W. K. McLeod, who wrote: “(Rupert) 
came to St. Marys as a poor lad and 
earned all he has, and by his thrift 
in his own business, proves that he 
is a capable man for handling public 
affairs. He has served on all commit-
tees of council and has a thorough 
knowledge of the requirements of 
the town.” Rupert, however, was de-
feated in a close vote by T. D. Stan-
ley. The Argus was disappointed: “We 
candidly acknowledge that Mr. Stan-
ley had not our preference. Though 
we think him to be a very able man, 
a good citizen and a man of business 
enterprise, we still thought Mr. Ru-
pert to be more deserving of the sup-
port of the electorate.”

Daniel Rupert did not leave public 
life after this defeat. He was a mem-
ber of the St. Marys Collegiate Insti-
tute board and served as board chair-
man in the early 1890s. Upgrading 
his large dental practice, in March 
1893 he moved to the second floor of 
a new building on the north side of 
Queen between Church and Welling-
ton Streets. However, he was not a 
healthy man and had chronic issues. 
He saw his younger daughter, May, 
married in April 1893. Five months 
later, he became very ill while at his 
office and died in his Queen Street 
home on September 28, age 50. A 
long time lodge member, he was bur-
ied with full Masonic honours three 
days later. The St. Marys brass band 
led the funeral procession to the 
cemetery.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Daniel Rupert, Early St. Marys Dentist

HISTORY —

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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FROM THE GARDEN: Milkweed … Monarch’s host plant

Despite the hot dry days, our 
gardens are a wonder of co-
lour and bloom. And so are 
many ditches. With less spray-
ing done along the roadsides, 
I have noticed milkweed has 
becoming more prominent in 
certain areas.

Milkweed, Asclepias, is 
named for their latex, milky 
substance containing cardiac 
glycosides which oozes where 
the cells are damaged. Most 
species of milkweed are toxic 
to humans and other species. 
But for our cherished Mon-
archs, it is their host plant. 
The females lay a single egg 
on the bottom leaf near the 
top of the milkweed plant. 
These off-white or yellow 
eggs are only about the size 
of a pinhead or pencil tip. Af-
ter about four days, the eggs 
hatch into the larva or cat-
erpillar stage, becoming ‘eat-
ing machines’ and growing 
quickly. They ingest the bitter 
and poisonous compounds in 
milkweed sap and carry these 

toxins into adulthood. Poten-
tial predators soon learn to 
avoid the bitterness of this 
Monarch butterfly.

Under normal summer tem-
peratures, the entire Mon-
arch larval stage lasts from 9 
to 14 days. At the end of this 
caterpillar stage, it will make 
a chrysalis, and develop into a 
full orange-and-black winged 
adult butterfly after 8 to 15 
days. After the adult Monarch 
Butterfly emerges, they mate 
when they are 3 to 8 days old. 
The females lay eggs on the 
milkweed immediately after 
their first mating and the life 
cycle begins again.

The summer generation of 
adult Monarchs here live 
from 2 to 5 weeks. Each year 
in late summer to early fall, 
the final generation of Mon-
archs migrate to overwinter-
ing grounds of Central Mexi-
co for eastern Monarchs or to 
California for western Mon-
archs. They return north to 
their breeding grounds when 
weather or temperature con-
ditions permit. These adults 
can live up to 9 months.   

Asclepias syriaca or Common 
Milkweed is one of the 14 
types of milkweed native to 
Canada. This variety of milk-
weed is tough, surviving in 
poor, dry soil and in neglect-
ed areas. It needs full sun and 
can grow from one to two me-

tres in height. Depending on 
its environment, it can also be 
an aggressive spreader. So, a 
warning to gardeners, if you 
grow Common Milkweed, it 
needs to be carefully main-
tained. It is ideal for very 
large gardens or naturalized 
areas such as meadows. Its 
large domed flower heads 
of slightly pinkish to mauve 
are very fragrant, attracting 
many types of pollinators, be-
sides the butterflies.

One variety of milkweed 
which is better suitable for 
our gardens is Asclepias tu-
berosa or more commonly 
known as Butterfly Weed. It 
also prefers full sun and is 
drought tolerant. It prefers 
fertile soil but will grow in any 
well drained soil. This milk-
weed is slow to start in the 
spring, but once established 
it forms a clump of upright 
leafy stems of approximate-
ly 45-90cm with a spread of 

approximately 60cm so make 
sure it has plenty of room. 
Butterfly Weed is reputed to 
be one of the best plants for 
attracting butterflies to the 
garden. Its vibrant orange 
domed flower heads are the 
perfect landing pads for our 
treasured Monarch Butterfly.

Source: https://notsohollow-
farm.ca/got-milkweed/

https://monarchjointventure.
org/monarch-biology/life-cy-
cle

By Nancy Abra

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

One of our amazing online resources available for 
free to all Library card holders is TumbleBooks, a 
database chock full of entertainment and education 
for kids. Interact with tons of fiction and non-fic-
tion titles that display the books’ illustrations and 
text accompanied by a calming and clear voice-
over. You can also explore traditional ebooks (fic-
tion, non-fiction, and graphic novels), French and 
Spanish language books, literary-based games, and 
informative videos. Make use of categories and cu-
rated playlists to discover content and create a free 
account to keep track of favourites and to make 
your own playlists. Explore TumbleBooks today!

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

Welcome to Slothville, a wonderful place in Costa 
Rica where orphaned and injured sloths receive 
love and care. Here you will find both two-toed and 
three-toed sloths engaging in a range of activities 
including hugging stuffed animals, hanging out in 
buckets, getting potty trained with a pooping tree, 
and munching on sweet hibiscus flowers. Standard 
sloth stuff. Learn more about these amazing crea-

tures and ogle over their adorable photos in “A Lit-
tle Book of Sloth” by Lucy Cooke. Find this book in 
our children non-fiction section by looking for the 
spine label J 599.313 Coo.

Up This Week

Friday, Apr. 8th: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Apr. 9th: Read. Track. Win! Prize Draw 

(10:00am)

Monday, Apr. 11th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Apr. 12th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Wednesday, Apr. 13th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Thursday, Apr. 14th: Cooking Club Digital (11:00am)

Straight from the Shelves

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. March 27 Gord Murrary & Carol Richardson, Stratford $50.00

Mon. March 28 Chris Makohn, Stratford   $50.00

Tues. March 29 Rob Elliott, Woodstock   $50.00

Wed. March 30 Joan & David Harvie, Stratford  $50.00

Thur. March 31 Bob & Sue Hughes, Stratford  $50.00

Fri. April 01 Todd Mathieson, Stratford   $50.00

Sat. Apr. 02  Kirby & Jeannie Rae, St Pauls   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

St. Marys Farmers' Market Pop-Up Easter Market,         
April 16, 8 a.m. until 12 noon at Delmar Foods. Confirmed 

vendors:  Sheldon Berries, Forest Hill Orchards, Taylor 
Heritage Hogs, Eschol Farm, Uncle Dad's Pizza, Bopa's 

Bees, We Are Crepe-Tastic, Breadtopia, Cape and Apron, 
Stonetown Cheese and Friends of the Library.

St. Marys 
Farmers' Market
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Flying the flag on Duval Street.

They’re celebrating forty years since 
the Conch Republic declared indepen-
dence. And what a celebration it will 
be!

“Wait a minute,” I hear you say. “The 
‘what’ republic? Where?” Okay, I admit 
that if you look at a map of the world, 
you aren’t going to find a nation labeled 
“Conch Republic.” But the celebration 
of independence goes on, regardless of 
cartographic accuracy.

Let me tell you the story, one of my fa-
vorite travel tidbits:

The Florida Keys, also some of my fa-
vourite travel bits, stretch south-west 
from mainland Florida, connected by 
Highway 1 – the “Overseas Highway”, 
including 42 bridges linking the islands 
that make up the Keys. It’s one of the 
most beautiful drives anywhere.

But in April of 1982, nobody was driv-
ing the highway. The United States 
Border Patrol had set up a blockade 
to intercept suspected smugglers who 
were thought to be landing their boats 
in the Keys and then driving drugs and 
other contraband to the mainland, up 
Highway 1.

The blockage brought tourism and 
travel by Keys residents to a virtual 
standstill. Pleas to end the blockade 
fell on deaf ears, so Keys officials de-

cided to secede from the United States. 
On April 23, 1982, they declared the in-
dependence of the Conch Republic and 
also declared war on the United States.

This particular “war” involved throwing 
Cuban bread at one unwitting U.S. Na-
val Officer who happened to be based 
in Key West. Having carried out that 
“attack”, the Keys immediately surren-
dered and requested foreign aid.

It was a brilliant strategy because it at-
tracted media attention from all over 
the US and, embarrassed by the glare 
of public attention, the Boarder Patrol 
backed down and re-opened Highway 
1.

But the Conch Republic did not end 
there. In fact, it has never ended. Today, 
of course, the Florida Keys are part of 
the United States, but they have never 
forgotten that brief moment of freedom 
and the people of the Keys continue to 
live in that moment.

Conch Republic flags are everywhere, a 
bright blue banner centred by a conch 
shell inside a sun. The clever motto of 
the “republic” – “We Seceded Where 
Others Failed” – is displayed on many 
of the ubiquitous tee shirts and other 
apparel on sale in dozens of boutiques.

People born in the Keys are entitled to 
call themselves “Conchs” and the teams 
of the Key West High School play under 
the banner of “The Fighting Conchs”. 
And yes, you can eat conch chowder or 
conch fritters everywhere in the Keys. 
And you should.

I’m not sure if their act of rebellion 
sparked the unique personality of the 
people of the Keys, or vice versa, but I 
have found, in many trips to the Keys, 
a unique, warm, and entirely eccentric 
atmosphere there. Key West, especial-
ly, is one of my favourite places in the 
world.

And as the Conchs celebrate their 

40-year-old act of rebellion, Key West 
will be an amazing place to be. More 
than 40 events are planned during the 
commemorations.

The docks at the Historic Harbour of 
Key West are home to a small fleet of 
tall ships (ideal for sunset cruises), and 
there will be mock naval battles. This 
being Key West, there will also be a 
“drag race” for female impersonators 
– with no cars involved. A Key West 
Theatre is presenting “Conch Republic 
– The Musical”.

There will be plenty of activity at 
Mallory Square, the waterfront locale 
where hundreds gather each evening 
to toast the setting of the sun, a quaint, 
romantic tradition that I think should 
be adopted by all communities, every-
where.

The Keys folks are promising “The 
World’s Loooongest Parade”, a claim 
based on the fact that it will run the 
length of Duval Street, which is only 
2 kilometers (not all that long), but 
stretches from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Gulf of Mexico (which sounds im-
pressively long). I’ve walked it. It’s a 
lovely stroll.

Visitors to Key West will get all of the 
year-round delights – non-stop music 
in innumerable bars (inevitably in-
cluding renditions of local icon Jimmy 

Buffett’s “Margaritaville”), terrific food 
(including great Cuban cuisine), water 
adventures, people-watching (a terrific 
sport in itself) plus the added features 
of the 40th anniversary celebrations.

The official ceremonies go April 23 as 
the Conch Republic flag is raised by 
representatives of the Republic at Mal-
lory Square.

As you can probably tell, I love Key 
West. As a travel writer, I am keenly 
aware of the issues involved in visit-
ing and writing about various parts of 
the increasingly unpredictable United 
States. But I am pretty sure that the 
eccentricity of Key West and its neigh-
bouring islands that make up the Flori-
da Keys, is an entirely different variety 
of unpredictability – harmless, fun, way 
over the top, and entirely welcoming – 
and the fact that the Conchs continue to 
celebrate their “independence” seems 
to me to be a guarantee that their be-
nign inclusivity will last.

If you weren’t born in the Keys, you can 
never be an official “Conch”. But when 
you visit, you can live as though you 
are. And it’s a great life.

Paul Knowles is an author and travel 
writer. To contact Paul about travel, his 
books, or speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: Independence celebrations at the Conch Republic

By Paul Knowles

 
 

 
 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PERTH SOUTH 
 

PERMANENT, FULL TIME FINANCE/TAX CLERK  
 

The Township of Perth South is seeking an energetic and self-motivated Finance/Tax 
Clerk who would be available to work on a permanent full time basis. Reporting to the 
Chief Administrative Officer/Treasurer, applicants will be experienced with cash 
handling, payment processing, invoice billing, collection of receivables, and ability to 
complete various financial reports and analysis. The Finance/Tax Clerk may be required 
to perform other duties within the Treasury/Administration Department, along with other 
miscellaneous duties from time to time. 
 
Applicants must have a post-secondary education and experience in the field of 
accounting.  Enrolment in or completion of the Municipal Tax Administration Program 
would be considered an asset.  This position works Monday to Friday from 8:30 to 4:30. 
Further details are available on the website www.perthsouth.ca or by emailing 
rclothier@perthsouth.ca  
 
We thank all candidates for their interest, however, only those applicants selected for an 
interview will be contacted. 
 
Interested candidates are invited to submit a detailed resume expressing their interest 
to the undersigned clearly marked as “Finance/Tax Clerk” by April 19th, 2022. 
 
 

Rebecca Clothier 
Township of Perth South 

3191 Road 122 
St. Pauls, ON N0K 1V0 

 
E-mail - rclothier@perthsouth.ca 

 
Information gathered is under the authority of the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act and shall only be used for candidate selection purposes. 
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Ukrainian food is traditionally com-
fort food, something which we all could 
use a bit more of these days. I thought 
I would share some classic recipes for 
you to discover at home which are all 
pleasing to the senses. Often referred 
to as the ‘breadbasket of Europe’ be-
cause of how much Ukrainians value 
meat and grain, these recipes are culi-
nary staples which many of us may be 
familiar with. 

Ukraine is the second largest country 
in Europe, and its cuisine is one of the 
most diverse with Hungarian, Jewish, 
Austrian, and German influences and 
cooking traditions. Many dishes contain 
meat but there are plenty of vegetarian 
options as well. Potatoes, cabbage, pick-
les, and carrots prevail in savoury foods 
while cottage cheese and fruits are of-
ten used in desserts. Try some of these 
mouth-watering traditional Ukrainian 
dishes for yourself at home!

Chicken Kyiv

A Ukrainian take on a cozy homestyle 
chicken dish. Each breast gets seasoned 
butter and is battered and fried. Serve 
with a side of beets and minted peas. 
*Kiev is the Russian spelling whereas 
Kyiv is Ukrainian. 

Serves: 4, Total Time: 1hr 10m

4(6oz) boneless, skinless chicken breast 
halves (butterflied & pounded thinly)

4 tbsp unsalted butter, cold

3 tbsp chopped parsley

2 tbsp chopped chives or green onions

1 tsp dried dill

1 clove garlic, minced

1 tsp lemon zest

½ c all-purpose flour

2 eggs

2 tbsp milk

1 ½ c panko breadcrumbs or dried 
breadcrumbs

Salt & pepper to taste

Vegetable oil

Toothpicks

Method:

-Preheat the oven to 350°F. Place a wire 
rack over top a baking sheet and set 
aside.

-Cut the butter into 4 pieces and pop it 
in the freezer while you work on every-
thing else. 

-In a small bowl, mix together the 
chopped parsley, chives, dill, garlic, and 
lemon zest. Set aside.

-In a shallow bowl, whisk together eggs 
and milk with a pinch of salt and pep-
per. Set those aside and sprinkle the 
flour on a shallow plate followed by the 
panko breadcrumbs. 

-When you’re ready to assemble, add 
about ¼ c vegetable oil in a large skillet 
and preheat it over medium-high heat. 

-To assemble, lay each piece of pound-
ed chicken breast on your work sur-
face, season with salt and pepper, place 

one piece of butter on the side closest 
to you followed by 1 tbsp or so of the 
chopped herb mixture. 

-Roll it tightly, making sure to tuck the 
ends in, securing with some toothpicks.

-Dredge each rolled chicken breast in 
the flour, dip in the eggs and dredge in 
the breadcrumbs. 

-Sear them in the hot pan until golden 
brown and crispy on all sides, transfer 
to the rack over the baking sheet and 
pop them in the oven to finish cooking 
completely, about 25 minutes.

-Remove toothpicks and serve!

Yabluchnyk (Apple Cake)

Total Time: 40m

The name of this cake may be daunt-
ing, but this is an incredibly easy des-
sert with simple ingredients. The cake 
is somewhat plain but tasty with the 
cinnamon and brown sugar streusel 
topping complimenting the apples. You 
can also use this pastry base with pit-
ted cherries, or sliced peaches. 

1 ½ c all-purpose flour

¼ c white sugar

¼ tsp salt

2 tsp baking powder

½ c butter

1 egg, beaten

1/3 c cream

4 large apples, peeled, cored and thinly 
sliced

2 tbsp cold butter

½ c brown sugar

2 tbsp flour

3 tsp ground cinnamon

Method:

-Preheat oven to 375°F. Lightly butter 
an 8” square baking dish.

-Sift together 1 ½ c flour, sugar, salt, and 
baking powder. Cut in ½ c butter until 
the mixture is crumbly. Stir together the 
egg with the cream and gently mix into 
the flour until a soft dough has formed. 
Press into prepared baking dish. Layer 
the apples into the dish, overlapping in 
neat rows. Prepare streusel by mixing 
the brown sugar, 2 tbsp flour, and cin-
namon together in a small bowl. Cit in 
2 tbsp butter until the mixture is crum-
bly. Sprinkle over apples.

-Bake in preheated oven until apples 
have softened and topping is browned, 
about 25 minutes. 

nasolodzhuvatysya (Enjoy)

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Ukrainian Classics

By Lauren Eedy

 
 

THE TOWNSHIP OF PERTH SOUTH 
REQUIRES A 

PART-TIME PARK/CONCESSION BOOTH OPERATOR 
(SEASONAL CONTRACT POSITION) 

 
The Township of Perth South is seeking a highly motivated individual to assume the position of 
park/concession booth operator for the recreation complex in St. Pauls for the 2022 summer 
season.  The term of this contract position will be from May 9, 2022 to August 21, 2022.  
 
The duties of this contracted position will include the following: 

 Coordinating and operating the concession booth, as required.  This includes: cash 
handling and recordkeeping, ordering and stocking of supplies, and daily maintenance. 

 General park maintenance, including: daily cleaning of washrooms and picnic pavilion, 
emptying garbage receptacles, etc. 

 Coordinating access to pavilion facility and booth for scheduled picnic events. 
 Coordinating the preparation for ball diamonds for scheduled games. 

A detailed job description is available upon request.  This contract pays $383.59 per week with 
a provision to be paid an hourly rate of $17.71 for any hours worked outside of the contract 
term.  
 
Interested applicants are requested to submit a detailed resume in confidence to the 
undersigned no later than April 22, 2022: 
 

Rebecca Clothier 
Chief Administrative Officer/Treasurer 
Township of Perth South 
3191 Road 122 
St. Pauls, ON  N0K 1V0 
rclothier@perthsouth.ca 
Fax:  519-271-0647 

 
We thank all applicants who apply, but only those candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.  Personal information is 
collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M45 and in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Personal Privacy Act and will only be used solely for the purposes of candidate selection. 

JOIN OUR 
AWARD-WINNING TEAM

ACCOUNTING MANAGER

IS THIS YOU?
Self-Motivated, Conscientious 

 Team Player:
Minimum 2 years experience in

accounting/payroll
Previous automotive finance an

asset
Excellent skills in Excel 

 ADP Payroll experience an asset

Compensation based on
experience

Send resume to:
careers@stmarysford.com
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

An egg.

What has to be 

broken before 

you can use it?

Gabby & Lydia Hamilton (2.5)

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 
appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Our Pet of the Week is Wickett, a 14 1/2 
year old golden doodle who is a 2-time 
Pet of the Week. He loves to walk and 
check out his neighborhood. Wickett 

always knows who needs a friend. He is 
a member of the Hamilton family.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK” OWNER YOU HAVE WON 

A TREAT BAG FROM MCPHAIL’S
See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

Now offering nail trims for 
dogs cats and small animals.
Call 519 - 284-4000 to make 

an appointment

- Word Search -

Ukraine support

Russia canceled

Masks optional

Harris Greig fire

Mudmen concert

Liberal NDP deal

Wellington St

Canada World Cup

Will Smith

Chris Rock

Sixth wave

It’s still cold

MARCH 2021 HIGHLIGHTS
Word List

Solutions on page 31

Sudoku

Id: 88746

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

1 5 8 9 4
7 3 6

6 5
2 5

8 9
7 3 8
6 2

6 7
1 4 8

Solution
3 6 1 5 8 7 9 2 4

5 7 9 2 3 4 8 1 6

8 2 4 9 6 1 5 7 3

2 9 6 7 1 3 4 8 5

1 5 8 4 2 9 3 6 7

7 4 3 8 5 6 2 9 1

6 8 7 3 4 2 1 5 9

4 1 5 6 9 8 7 3 2

9 3 2 1 7 5 6 4 8

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & 

Saturday. Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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LOOKING
BACK

Canoes and snowmobiles 
don’t mix

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

People who were invited to Richard Kennedy’s 40th birthday 
party on Saturday night were asked to donate food to the Sal-
vation Army Foodbank instead of bringing a gift. As a result, 
Richard was able to take about $500 worth of food to the Food-
bank on Monday morning.

Coach Barry Hearn won his first All-Ontario in Collingwood 
with the Jr. B Lincolns back in the spring of 1976. Twenty-one 
years later, his son Bob won his coaching All-Ontario - also in 
Collingwood - on Monday night with the ANAF Bantams.

St. Marys Town Council have unveiled their 1997 budget, with 
no tax increase. Council decided it will not be placing $600,000 
in reserves as they did last year, and an increased in assess-
ment values led to a boost of $73,000 in tax revenue, which has 
contributed to the zero increase.

Adanac Images Novice coach Dennis Rumble shaved his beard 
after his team won their OMHA zone championship on Satur-
day.

50 years ago (1972)

The two lads who returned a $20 bill to police, mentioned in 
this column last week, were happy with a reward in the form of 
a new Manitoba Centennial silver dollar each.

A glance back into a water consumption record book for the 
Town of St. Marys dated 1933 gives a daily figure of 392 thou-
sand gallons. Today (1972) the figure averages 750 thousand 
gallons.

Mrs. Jack Massey, RR 2 St. Marys, received a rather rude jolt 
Tuesday morning when the right rear wheel of her car dropped 
through the asphalt at Wellington and Queen, near the founda-
tion. A washout under the asphalt from a broken main caused 
the problem. The car muffler was smashed by impact.

Police are investigating a complaint by Jack Payton, Cain Street, 
regarding three canoes on his property which he claimed have 
been damaged by snowmobiles over the past winter.

75 years ago (1947)

Though the ice on the Thames above St. Marys went out more 
than a week ago, the surface of Trout Creek is still firmly cov-
ered.

So far, the run of sap in the maple woods has been light this 
season, due to the weather being too cold. Some tappers found 
their sap pails split open with heavy frost during the storm last 
week. Some makers have been selling the syrup around town 
for $5 to $7 a gallon.

Renovation work is proceeding this week in the former Thames 
Valley Bread Company store which will now be operated by the 
A.C. Furtney Bakery.

Mr. H.L. Ruthig and his son Lloyd are completing the instal-
lation of a seed cleaning mill in the former C.P.R. Hotel barns. 
More than two dozen screens adaptable for use in cleaning and 
separating every known seed from the tiny timothy to the giant 
corn is included in the equipment of the new mill, which Mr. 
Ruthig hopes to have operating in a week’s time.

100 years ago (1922)

Wm. Barrett’s cemetery report for the month of March included 
3 internments and $21 in grave digging fees paid.

Dr. P.T. Coupland presented to Council his plans for the sub-di-
vision of part of the old Roger farm, which he just bought. It 
was generally agreed that the town needed more residences 
to cope with the ever-increasing population. It would also help 
to attract manufacturers if they knew there would be enough 
houses for their workmen.

A sleet storm struck St. Marys for the second time this season, 
cutting off both power and light and generally playing havoc. 

Miss Lila Taylor will hold an exhibition and sale of her paint-
ings in the Community Club Rooms, Wellington Street on Sat-
urday afternoon. All are invited.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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10% off McCully's Sugar Free Jams & Jellies

April Store Hours

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Friday:  10 – 5, Saturday:  9 – 5, Sunday:  10 – 5

McCully's carries Ambrosia, Gala, Ida Red and Mutsu.
Local Ontario Apples

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We 
offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, along 

with baked beans, chili, beef stew and Shephard's Pie. 
Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 

butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep 
Fast & Simple

Saturday April 16th • 10 am - 4 pm 
Stratford Secondary School 

428 Forman Avenue, Stratford

Swag bags given to the first 50 adults. 
Over 50 vendors with a variety of products.

Mother’s Day Mother ’s Day 
Shopping EventShopping Event

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 
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RENTALS
St. James Lodge #73 - 

45 Thames St, St. Marys ON
For Masonic Hall rentals. 

Call Bob Sass 519-284-1360

OBITUARY

Sheldon
It is with sadness and heavy 
hearts that we announce the 
passing of Muriel Grace Shel-
don (Hotson), on April 1, 2022. 
She died peacefully, surround-
ed by family at the age of 95 
in her cherished home town of 
St. Marys. 
Born on May 12th, 1926 to the 
late Walter & Emma Hotson 
(Barnett). Muriel was prede-

ceased by sister Ruth McTavish (Bob), brother Mur-
ray (Ora), brother-in-law Clayton Sheldon, husband 
to surviving Phyllis Sheldon. Survived by sons Alan 
Sheldon (Paula), Donald Sheldon (Kit), Ray Sheldon 
(Peggy), and John Sheldon (Kate), along with 13 
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. 
Born in Stratford, she grew up in Downie Township 
where she lived until her marriage to Cecil Sheldon, 
in 1951. Following his tragic death in 1966, she and 
her 4 sons carried on the family farm for several 
years. Muriel was a long-time member of the St. 
Marys Presbyterian church, and also the first female 
elder of the church. At the age of 80 she was named 
Perth South’s Senior of the Year, in recognition of her 
volunteer work with the St. Marys Museum, Meals 
on Wheels, St. Marys Hospital, social events at her 
church, and was often involved with local political is-
sues. 
Often relied on for advice on local historical facts, 
Muriel put her knowledge to use in writing the Looking 
Back column for the Journal Argus for 14 years. Muri-
el had a substantial impact on her community that she 
cared so much for, sharing her time and knowledge, 
and was a friend to all. If you had a chance to speak 
with Muriel, you would know right away that she pos-
sessed a great sense of wit and humour. Cats, dogs, 
babies, trains, collectable spoons, historical facts, and 
socializing at Tim Horton’s were a few of her favourite 
things in life. 
The family would like to thank the Kingsway staff for 
all their care and love in her later years, as well as a 
thank you to the staff at St. Marys Memorial Hospital, 
during her final days. The funeral service was con-
ducted at the Andrew L.  Hodges Funeral Home, St. 
Marys on Tuesday, April 5, 2022 at 2 pm with Rev. 
Gwen Ament officiating. 
A video of the service can be viewed on the Andrew 
L. Hodges Funeral Home Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/HodgesFuneralHome. Muriel was bur-
ied next to her beloved husband, Cecil in St. Marys 
Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the 
Stratford Perth Humane Society, St. Marys Presbyte-
rian Church or the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. 
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Mulholland
Suddenly, after a short illness, 
Lorne James Mulholland 
passed away at the Stratford 
General Hospital on March 
28, 2022. He was the son of 
the late George and Lenore 
Mulholland of Stratford. 
He will be sadly missed by his 
wife, Pamela; his brothers, 
George (Dianne) and Edward; 
his sister, June Wells; broth-

er-in-law Barry Combes (Carol), sisters-in-law Jane 
Buckingham (Steve) and Nancy Buckingham, and 
Cousin Janet Windebank-Phillips (James). He was 
Uncle Lorne to Elizabeth, Janet, Tricia, Julie, April, 
Greg, Josh, Patrick, Steven and Leigh, and Great-Un-
cle to Devon, Brandin, Kyleigh, Allan, Ashly, Faith 
Anne, TJ, Violet, Ava and Sam. 
Lorne was Director of Operations in the data process-
ing department at Fram Canada, Stratford, before 
purchasing KeenCrest Orchard near St. Marys. He 
operated the orchard for over thirty years and was 
very popular with the local school children who visited 
every fall. He was an avid sailor and a member of the 
Wildwood Sailing Club for many years. 
Cremation has taken place. There will be no funeral 
service at this time, but a family memorial service will 
be held in the summer. Donations may be kindly made 
to the charity of one’s choice. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Fawcett
Donald “Keith” Fawcett, age 
91, of St. Pauls and formerly 
of St. Marys, passed away 
on Sunday, April 3, 2022 at 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital. 
Born in London, ON, son of 
the late Charlie and Janet 
(Mapletoft) Fawcett. 
Keith is survived by his best 
friend and true love of 66 
years, Barbara Helen (Stan-

deaven) Fawcett. Proud father of Jim, Dianne (Paul) 
Bolton, Tom (Bonnie), Jeff (Donna), Chris Walsh and 
Mark (Patti). Grandfather of Morgan (Kale), Shelby, 
Taylor (Matt), Maria, Audrey (Micah), Alaina (Kaber), 
Elizabeth, Andrew (Mia), Kelly (Eric), Laura (Sam) 
and his 15 great grandchildren. Keith is survived by 
his sister-in-law Elaine Standeaven and along with his 
many nieces and nephews.  
Keith farmed for many years and later started Faw-
cett Tractor Supply in St. Marys. When he and Barb 
retired, they enjoyed trips with their RV meeting many 
great friends at jamborees, and they especially en-
joyed hosting jamborees. Keith was a man who had 
no trouble voicing his opinion and possibly writing a 
letter to the editor or various levels of government. 
He also was a gentleman and was first to help with 
charitable endeavors for the less fortunate around the 
world. He was a wonderful husband, father, grandfa-
ther and great grandfather and friend to many. He will 
be truly missed. 
Besides his parents, Keith was predeceased by his 
sisters and their husbands Leita (Lloyd) Hogg and 
Jean (Bill) Somerville. Friends and family are invited 
to a visitation on Thursday, April 7, 2022 from 5:00 - 
8:00 p.m. at the W. G. Young Funeral Home, 430 Hu-
ron St, Stratford and on Friday, April 8, 2022 from 1:00 
p.m. until the time of the funeral service at 2:00 p.m. 
at the funeral home.  
Those who wish to join the family from their home 
can do so by clicking view livestream under Keith’s 
obituary on the funeral home website. As expressions 
of sympathy memorial donations maybe made to the 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada or the Salva-
tion Army through the funeral home. 519.271.7411. 
www.wgyoungfuneralhome.com 

OBITUARY

McCann
With heavy hearts, the family of Shane McCann an-
nounces his sudden passing on March 29, 2022 in 
St. Marys at the age of 52. Beloved son of Cathryn 
and Patrick McCann, of Eganville and loving broth-
er of Geordie, of Osgoode, and special friend Mike. 
Respecting Shane's wishes cremation will take place 
with internment at a later date. Online condolences at 
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19

RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, THANK YOU, 
OBITUARY, OR ANNOUNCEMENT

Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com or call 519-284-0041
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HELP WANTED

J. MARSHALL 
& COMPANY INC.
PARTY RENTALS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

HELP WANTED,
FULL AND PART TIME 

WORKERS
- STUDENTS WELCOME

- ASSIST INSTALLING PARTY TENTS
UNTIL LATE NOVEMBER
- START $22 PER HOUR,

BONUS BASED ON DEPENDABILITY 
& WORK PERFORMANCE

CALL 519-225-2345 or EMAIL 
j.marshall@quadro.net

CASCADES CONTAINERBOARD 
PACKAGING - ST. MARYS

a division of Cascades Canada ULC
is looking for 

 Production Summer Student
Reporting to the Shift Lead, the Production Summer Student is 
responsible for assisting with set-up, operation, cleanup, and 
recommending improvements to operations. This is a rotating 
continental shift including evenings and weekends. Shifts are 
12 hours long.  
The starting wage is $19.00 an hour. There are ample 
opportunities to get involved, learn and grow with 
Cascades. Located in St. Mary's Ontario. This job is 
recognized under National Occupational Classification 
(NOC) 2011.
Job Responsibilities:
The successful candidate will be responsible for the following:
- Feed the machines and assist with setting-up various sections 
on machine accurately in accordance with proper setup 
techniques.
- Obtain order and verify stock specifications and condition.
- Monitor box quality, and report any quality problems to the 
Operator.
- Complete necessary administrative duties and reports in an 
accurate and timely manner.
- Assist operators with job duties on machine.
- Turn in maintenance orders to shift lead for repairs.
- Be proactive in the maintenance of equipment.
- Comply with all company policies and procedures, including 
conduct, Health & Safety and maintaining good housekeeping, 
as well as all government regulations.
- Additional duties related to or not related to this job classifica-
tion as assigned by shift lead

Job Types: Full-time, Permanent
Salary: $19.00 per hour

Apply: Resumes can be sent to erin_boyd@cascades.com 
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HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:
1 FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST

This position requires the ability to multi-task in a fast paced 
environment and excellent communication skills.  Pleasant 
telephone manner is essential and knowledge of medical 
terminology is an asset.  The Happy Valley Family Health Team 
has a mandatory vaccine policy.

Please forward resume by April 11th 2022 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca

Thank you to all applicants who apply. Only applicants selected for 
an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages 
applications from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are 

available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the 
selection process.

1, 2, 3, WHO?

Keith recently moved here six months ago. He hails from 
Woodstock, with a several year stopover in his adult 
years in the GTA. However, he’s glad he moved here.

As a young lad, figure skating was a big part of his life. 
He was accomplished enough to place 4th at the Junior 
Nationals in ice dance. Following this he got into coaching 
and developed young skaters for about 40 years at the 
club level. He recently retired from coaching.

At one point, Keith owned a hobby farm. He retired 2 
years ago. He currently works at Home Depot in London.

Keith’s wife Kelly is one of the members of the Stone-
town Carollers. You can see how they are getting involved 
in the community already.

Keith is often seen walking his shepherd mix dog Jasper, 
and, yes, he is diligent in picking up the doggie treasures. 
When you see them, give them a wave.

If you have a suggestion for a future “1, 2, 3 Who” person-
ality, send an email to info@stmarysindependent.com

KEITH BAKERThe Friends of the St. Marys Museum

WANTED
Volunteer members for the Board of Directors

Term beginning May 2022.

Requirements: An interest in the work of our local Museum
and Archives and a desire to become involved with

community outreach activities.
Contact the St. Marys Museum for more information.
519-284-3556 or museum@town.st.marys.on.ca

Deadline to apply is April 29, 2022
The Friends of the St. Marys Museum is a charitable foundation supporting
the mandate, values and vision of the St. Marys Museum and Archives.

Join the Ford Team
We are currently recruiting a Licensed Automotive 

Technician to join our dynamic and energetic team.

You Offer
- Basic Hand Tools
- Positive Attitude
- A valid Driver’s License
- A valid 310S or 310T Technician License 

We currently offer
- A current Ford President Award winning Dealership
- Competitive Wages
- Ford Employee and Affiliates Pension Plan
- Benefit Package
- Clean updated Facility
- Paid Sick Days
- Ford factory training program for Technicians
- Work / Life balance
- Uniforms Provided

Contact Us at
Careers@stmarysford.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick 
& stone on custom homes as 
well as specializing in laying thin 
stone for fireplace installation 
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load

HEAT/COOL
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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REPAIR

WINDOWMORTGAGE

REPAIR & SERVICE
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TAXES

SENIORS

FOOT CARE

Ultimate 
Foot Care

Serving St. Marys, Stratford, Mitchell and surrounding areas

Eileen Stacey, RPN

226-921-0692

Certified Foot Care & 
Palliative Care Nurse

www.ultimatefootcare.ca
eileen@ultimatefootcare.caProud member of CNO 

and RPNAO

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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Owen Lewis

owen-lewishavard@coldwellbanker.ca

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

519-284-0833

• Install Gas and Oil furnaces, 
 
• Service of gas & oil furnaces, 

• Install/Maintain Ductless 

 Electrical, and Navien Tankless

HEATING & COOLING
Residential | Commercial

Install gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units
Service both gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units

MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

TREE SERVICE
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Spring Lawn 
Fertilizer Available
$29.99/25kg
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IN MEMORIAM

Inch
William Inch 

July 28, 1954 - April 10, 2017
In Loving Memory of our Wonderful Dad

Those special memories of you Dad,
will always bring a smile.
If only we could have you back, 
for just a little while.
Then we could sit and talk again,
just like we used to do.
You always meant so very much, 
and always will do too.
The fact that you're no longer here,
will always bring us pain.
You're forever in our hearts, 
until we meet again.
Love, Bryan, Angela, Jeff, Jenn, Melissa, Chris, 

Delaney, Aspen, Emmett and Barb

THANK YOU

Smith
Barry Smith 
Our family wishes to express our deepest appre-
ciation to everyone who offered such kindness, 
support, and messages of sympathy and comfort 
at the time of Barry's passing. Our gratitude to Dr. 
Gatfield, as well as the healthcare team at Victoria 
Hospital for your kindness and care of Barry. The 
guidance from Hodges Funeral Home helped us 
maneuver difficult days, and we received healing 
strength through the words of Robert Smith during 
the service. These many acts of kindness and sym-
pathy have been a great comfort to us in our time 
of sorrow.

The Smith Family

THANK YOU

McLean-Nethercott
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all those 
who supported us - in so many ways - both prior to Mom/
Grandma's death and on-going since March 16th.
The many and varied communications - texts, phone 
calls, emails, cards, conversations on the street - were all 
so very helpful.  Thank you.
The food, flowers, and memorial donations were such a 
beautiful tribute to Mom. Thank you.
The medical support at our St.Marys hospital and Andrea 
from the palliative team. Thank you.
The ever-present care team at Fairhill/Kingsway Lodge, 
who not only supported Mom with such genuine care 
and compassion, but also supported us, as we navigated 
Mom's end-of-life care and the on-going restrictions due 
to COVID-19.  Your patience did not go unnoticed by the 
entire family.  Thank you.
To Mom's neighbours and friends at Fairhill - thank you for 
always taking a moment to enquire about Mom's health 
and for your heartfelt 'honour guard' as we made Mom's 
final retreat from her home.  Thank you.
To Andrew and Andrea at Hodges Funeral Home - your 
guidance and patience were invaluable as we clung to 
the reality of what 'was' before a death and what 'is' after 
a sad loss.  Grief is a journey and it has to begin some-
where.  Thanks for helping us find that place.
And finally, we will be forever grateful to Mom - for her 
stewardship throughout our lives, her undying love for 
each and every one of her giant family, and her grace and 
dignity at the time of her death.  As in life, in her death, 
she eased the way forward for us.
With gratitude, the family of Helen McLean-Nethercott

THANK YOU

Blackler
The Blackler family extends a heartfelt thank you 
to all who offered condolences on our Mom’s, (Ver-
na’s), passing. Your kind and thoughtful words sent 
in cards, calls, online or in person mean a lot.
A sincere thank you is also extended to Dr. Gatfield 
and Verna’s Kingsway family who cared for her so 
lovingly these past years.

From: Phil, Wendy, Rob, Jayne, Dave

IN MEMORIAM

Rolston
In loving memory of Ken 
Rolston
October 7, 1938 to April 6, 
2021
We think about you always
We talk about you still
You have never been forgot-
ten
And you never will.

We hold you close within our hearts
And there you will remain
To walk and guide us through our lives
Until we meet again.

Lovingly remembered by
wife Pat, Steve, Scott, Sarah and dear families.

IN MEMORIAM

Ball
In memory of Willis Adrian Ball
Dear Dad,
All your friends & family miss 
you very much. It hardly 
seems possible that it’s been 
10 years since you've been 
gone.
We think of you the most on 
Christmas Eve, your birthday, 
and during the Easter

season, as you passed away on the Easter Sunday 
evening of that year. We were comforted, knowing 
that you no longer suffered.
Give Mom a hug from us.

Much Love,
Stan, Norm, Susan, Ken and all the Family

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE 
FOR JUST $10 PER WEEK

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc.Wayne Gretzky rookie 
card Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

Sudoku

Id: 88746

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 24

1 5 8 9 4
7 3 6

6 5
2 5

8 9
7 3 8
6 2

6 7
1 4 8

Solution
3 6 1 5 8 7 9 2 4

5 7 9 2 3 4 8 1 6

8 2 4 9 6 1 5 7 3

2 9 6 7 1 3 4 8 5

1 5 8 4 2 9 3 6 7

7 4 3 8 5 6 2 9 1

6 8 7 3 4 2 1 5 9

4 1 5 6 9 8 7 3 2

9 3 2 1 7 5 6 4 8

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Guardians 
2) Twenty-four 
3) Gulf 
4) HP Sauce 
5) England and 
France 
6) Louis Braille 

7)Turkey 
8)Canada (from 
the St Lawrence 
Iroquoian word ka-
nata) 
9)Othello 
10)Bombay 

For Sale
Hardcover books, new and used, by authors John Grisham, David 
Baldacci, James Patterson, Danielle Steel etc. 
Call 519-271-8973

For Rent
Charming convenient commercial property or for retail for rent.
Located in front of appealing house on main street in Thorndale. 
Great visibility and excellent signage potential. Private entrance 
from private front porch. 2 large rooms and a washroom. Some 
storage in basement. $700 + utilities. Phone 519-857-7930 

For Rent
Bright loft apt. Completely renovated, new kitchen, new bath and 
flooring. Washer & dryer included.
Downtown location. $1,200 /m plus hydro. 
Call after 5 PM 519-662-2914 
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What’s even better than Google? 
Our new business directory!
By Stewart Grant

Even Google, as great as it is, has its limita-
tions when it comes to �nding nearby 
solutions for everyday needs.

That’s why, practically every day on local 
Facebook community groups, I see 
questions posted such as, “Who does 
_________ in the area?” or “Looking for 
recommendations for ______ (whatever 
service) please.”

Google isn’t providing all of the answers 
that people want because many local 
businesses, particularly those who are 
home-based or just starting out, either 
don’t have a website, or don’t have the 
resources to get themselves on the �rst 
page of Google (which is about as far as 
most people look).

Later in 2022, we plan to launch a very 
useful, user-friendly, and inclusive directo-
ry serving our area, which is de�ned as “in 
between Kitchener and London, north of 
the 401”. This directory will be printed, will 
be distributed all over for easy pick-up, and 
an identical version will also be available 
online. 

Like Google, it will be free for everyone to 
list their business. But unlike Google, it will 
be easier to see more than just the �rst 
page of results. Users can �nd your 
business or organization either by geogra-
phy (i.e. looking under “New Hamburg”), or 
by industry category (i.e. looking under 
“custom t-shirts”).    

A free listing consists of business name, 
address, and phone number. And it is free 

to be listed both in your home geographical 
area and in your relevant business catego-
ry(ies).

Of course, advertisements are available to 
those who want their listing to stand out, 
and also to give space to provide more 
information about their business and 
organizations. And the advertisements help 
us pay for producing the directory...so it all 
works together.

We are currently working on making the 
listings as accurate as possible. This 
involves street audits (walking down the 
streets to make sure we’ve got all the retail 
locations), testing all the phone numbers, 
checking with businesses on industry 
classi�cations, and scouring the internet 
trying to �nd those “hidden gem” business-
es who might not otherwise be found in a 
Google search.

For small business owners, we hope this 
directory will increase the amount of calls 
that they get. For customers, we hope this 
directory will make it easier for them to 
�nd great local solutions for whatever they 
need. For readers, we plan to include 
enough “extras” in the directory to make it 
a fun read beyond just the listings. For us, 
we hope we can do all of the above and sell 
enough ads to help pay for creating the 
directory and to help fund our local 
journalism efforts.  

If you own a business, or want to suggest a 
listing for a small business that might 
otherwise be overlooked, please contact us 
at swontario.directory@gmail.com or call us 
at 519-655-2341.


