
By Spencer Seymour

Treasurer for the Town of St. Marys Andre Morin 
brought a report to last Tuesday's Town Council 
meeting about a "concerning" rise in projects going 
significantly over budget.

Morin stated that, of the 24 procurement processes 
that have been started, nine have been awarded and/
or completed and seven are over budget. The sum 
of the current overages is $257,799, or 9.18 percent. 
This is substantially higher than the two-to-three 
percent cost increase the Town typically plans for.

While the increase, caused mainly by supply chain 
issues and rising inflation, was described in the re-
port as "extreme and concerning", Morin stated that 
it wasn't time to press the panic button yet.

"We need to remember that maintaining the assets 
of the Town is a very long-term investment whereby 
some years will experience higher costs and others 
will see lower costs."

He also outlined the short-term and long-term im-
pacts of the increases. With the Town narrowing the 
infrastructure deficit gap in recent years, an increase 
of around 10 percent for one or two years is man-
ageable but will stall their ability to narrow the defi-
cit gap and push things back by three-to-six years.

The bigger concern is if these increases continue for 
a longer period of time. According to Morin, long-
term increases of over three percent will significant-
ly impact future municipal budgets and their ability 
to eliminate the infrastructure deficit gap. If it ends 
up being a short-term trend, the biggest impacts will 
likely be limited to only some non-essential capital 
projects being deferred. However, if it becomes a 
longer-term issue, it could affect services provided 
by the Town.

By Spencer Seymour

One person was nominated this 
month for the Town of St. Marys' 
Strong As Stone recognition program.

Robert Doupe joined the members of 
Council at last Tuesday's meeting and 
was recognized as part of the Strong 
As Stone program. Nominated by his 
friends and neighbours on Parkhaven 
Crescent, Doupe has been a very ac-
tive volunteer and community mem-
ber over the years, especially with the 
St. Marys United Church and Meals 
On Wheels.

Doupe also served as a volunteer 

driver for the Friendship Centre and 
is a longtime member of the local 
Kinsmen Club. He is also recognized 
as a highly caring neighbour, clearing 
the driveways of nearby homes with 
his snowblower every winter.

Later in the meeting, the Council dis-
cussed the future of the Strong As 
Stone program. Council was in agree-
ment to continue the program with 
some slight adjustments.

Congratulations to Robert Doupe on 
his Strong As Stone recognition! If 
you want to nominate someone who 
is Strong As Stone, go to townofst-
marys.com/strongasstone.
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
2.89
3.20
3.36

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 2.09 - 3 YR 3.14 - 5 YR 3.21

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

THANK YOU FOR A 
GREAT WINTER 
SEASON!

Whitemoose Wilderness 
Outpost Fishing Lodge is now 
taking bookings
Check us out at 
www.whitemooseoutpost.com

We look forward to serving you 
at the Golf Course in the upcoming 
months. Golf memberships and 
mini cards are now available

TRUCKS / TRUCKS AND MORE TRUCKS!

AllRoads Dodge has over 
60 trucks in stock!

Come see the Truck Experts at AllRoads 
Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram

425 Queen St. West, St. Marys, or shop on line at AllRoads.ca

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Broker of Record Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-0501 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

David Forster

Town monitoring 
sharp increase in 
project overages

Robert Doupe recognized as 
part of Strong As Stone program

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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COMMUNITY —

Market Prices
695 Levitt Street, Granton ON, N0M 1V0

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $7.94
New Crop – $7.16

(Cash bids as of Tuesday at 12pm.)

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $20.06
New Crop – $17.99

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $9.32
New Crop – $9.66

Sponsored by

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

By Spencer Seymour

Director of Operations for the Canadi-
an Baseball Hall of Fame Scott Craw-
ford brought a report and funding re-
quest to the St. Marys Town Council 
last Tuesday regarding the repairs to 
King Field and the construction of a 
new equipment storage unit.

On January 7th, individuals drove onto 
King Field and caused severe damage 
by doing 'donuts' in the outfield. The 
young culprits came forward on Janu-
ary 11th and a meeting to discuss the 
incident was held on January 20th be-
tween the culprits, police, and Hall of 
Fame.

Crawford told members of Council 
that the plan is to repair King Field 
when the weather allows. In order to 
complete the repair, all snow and frost 
must be gone and the ground must dry 
up enough to get the heavy equipment 
onto the field without causing more 
damage.

They are also planning to install a 
camera system that will "greatly in-
crease the coverage of the fields and 
parking lots."

Additionally, Crawford said that the 
Hall of Fame is looking to increase its 
equipment storage capacity. The shed 
currently used by the Hall of Fame 
was built in the mid-1990s by the shop 

class at St. Marys D.C.V.I. and was ad-
equate when the Hall of Fame main-
tained only one field and one riding 
lawnmower.

Since 2014, their operations have in-
cluded the maintenance of four fields 
at the Hall of Fame plus Teddy's Field, 
which has also meant an increase in 
their equipment. However, their equip-
ment storage hasn't increased with it. 
The plan, according to Crawford's re-
port, is to build a new equipment stor-
age unit on-site that will allow them to 
store all the equipment inside to pre-
vent rodent damage, thefts, vandalism 
and break-ins. This shed would also 
provide a small amount of space to 

repair equipment onsite. The location 
for the new shed will be behind the St. 
Marys Cement Company Field.

The Hall of Fame requested $30,000 
from the Town Council to help support 
the projects. The total cost of the proj-
ects, according to Crawford, will be ap-
proximately $86,000, and the Hall of 
Fame is looking to complete the proj-
ects this year. Town staff will provide 
a formal report to Council before the 
funding allocation is officially voted 
on. The King Field repair shouldn't be 
held up by Council waiting for a for-
mal report as crowd-funding efforts 
earlier this year raised enough to cov-
er the cost of the repair.

King Field repair, equipment storage improvement 
at CBHFM presented to Council

Four local long-term care homes will 
receive 166 new beds and 282 upgrad-
ed beds, Perth-Wellington MPP Ran-
dy Pettapiece announced. It is part of 
the government’s $6.4-billion commit-
ment to build more than 30,000 net 
new beds by 2028 and 28,000 upgrad-
ed long-term care beds across Ontario.

“I have always spoken up for our local 
long-term care homes, and it is very 
encouraging that the government is 
delivering the beds we need,” said Pet-
tapiece. “More seniors will get the care 
they need. This will remain a major 
priority for us.”

The new bed allocations will mean 
three new buildings for existing long-
term care homes. The allocations in-
clude 38 new and 90 upgraded beds at 
Hillside Manor in Perth East; 36 new 
and 60 upgraded beds at Wildwood 
Care Centre in St. Marys; 48 new and 
80 upgraded beds at Caressant Care 
Arthur; and 44 new and 52 upgraded 
beds at Caressant Care Listowel.

“I want to thank and congratulate ev-
eryone involved in these bed applica-
tions,” Pettapiece said. “Most impor-
tantly, I want to again recognize all the 
long-term care staff who do outstand-

ing work in difficult jobs, even during 
the most difficult days of the pandem-
ic. We cannot thank them enough.”

“Our government has a plan to fix 
long-term care and a key part of that 
plan is building modern, safe, and 
comfortable homes for our seniors,” 
said Paul Calandra, Minister of Long-
Term Care. “When the construction at 
these homes is complete, it will be a 
place for local seniors to call home, 
near their family and friends.”

Pettapiece also explained the govern-
ment’s plan to fix long-term care and 

to ensure Ontario’s seniors get the 
quality of care and quality of life they 
need and deserve. The plan is built 
on three pillars: staffing and care; ac-
countability and transparency; and 
building modern, safe, comfortable 
homes for seniors.

Ontario now has over 25,000 new and 
21,000 upgraded beds in the develop-
ment pipeline. Over 86 percent of the 
30,000 net new beds being delivered 
are in the planning, construction and 
opening stages of the development 
process.

New long-term care beds announced for Perth-Wellington
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Quote of the Week

“I’m speechless. Dream come true, a dream. We all dreamed of this 
as little kids and as a Canadian that was impossible, that was 
impossible. And today the impossible happened. It’s an incredible 
feeling.”

TFC midfielder Jonathon Osorio, after Canada clinched a 
place in the World Cup.

COLUMN —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

Talent is given, 
greatness is earned.

Enjoy the little 
things, for one day 
you may look back 

and realize they 
were the big things.

The people who 
are crazy enough 
to think they can 
change the world, 

are the ones who do.

Obstacles are those 
things you see 

when you take your 
eyes off the goal.
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*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have two Bravos this week. 

1) Bravo to Mark and Shannon 
Ross from the Hitching Post for 
their continued support of the 
Tri-County food grains project. 

2) Bravo to the St. Marys Indepen-
dent for making it easy to read the 
articles and for keeping us up-dat-
ed on so much local news.

We have two Boos this week. 

1) Boo to people who let their 
cats roam. It is so difficult for cats 
whose owners follow the leash 
rule. Roaming cats come and sit on 
our window ledge and taunt our 
cat, causing him to get quite upset. 
Please follow the town bylaws and 
keep your cat on a leash.

2) Respect all people in St. Marys 
no matter what age, how vulner-
able, or what nationality. Don't be 
a bully, or join a group of them, 
in your neighborhood. A bully, or 
a group of them, is a big negative 
in beautiful St. Marys day or night. 
The "power" a bully gets is trivial. 
Power is love within one's heart 
and helping others, not hurting 
them.

Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555 • OPEN 24 HOURS!
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

I guess Chris Rock 

doesn't just tell knee 

slappers...
What are the odds of the 

Canadian soccer team 

winning the World Cup 

before the Leafs win the 

Stanley Cup?

Although St. Marys is policed by Stratford 
Police, the OPP sent out an interesting 
report on traffic deaths around the Prov-
ince. All data applies to OPP jurisdictions 
only.

Speeding was among the more prevalent 
behaviours to wreak havoc on Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP)-patrolled roads 
in 2021, contributing to the loss of 81 lives 
and marking a 10-year high in speed-re-
lated road deaths.

Roads

A total of  315  people died on roads last 
year, up three per cent over 2020. Along-
side speeding, fatalities linked to inatten-
tive drivers were up 29 per cent, while 
alcohol/drug-related deaths decreased 
by close to 50 per cent. Seatbelt-related 
deaths were also down last year over the 
previous year.   

Collisions were up eight per cent in 2021 
over the previous year, with OPP officers 
responding to 60,544 road crashes.    

Collisions involving commercial mo-
tor vehicles (CMVs) were also up, 
with 7,215 crashes marking a 17 per cent 
increase. The OPP also saw a 26 per cent 
increase in CMV collisions that resulted 
in fatalities in 2021, with 72 people losing 
their lives in these crashes.    

Motorcycle fatalities were down 17 per 
cent, with 35 people losing their lives last 
year.

Marine

The OPP responded to 23 fatal marine in-
cidents last year which took 27 lives and 
marked a 16 per cent decrease in fatal-
ities over 2020. The majority (24) of the 
deceased were not wearing a lifejacket. 

With capsized vessels and falling over-
board cited as the primary causes in all 
but four of the fatalities, the data speaks 
to the critical role of a properly worn life-
jacket when boating or paddling. Almost 
half of the vessels involved in the inci-
dents were non-motorized (e.g. canoe, 
kayak, stand-up paddle board).   

Off-road

Twenty-two (22) people died in off-road 
vehicle incidents last year, down margin-
ally from 2020. Alcohol/drugs were a fac-
tor in just over one third of the fatalities. 
Only half of those who died were wearing 
a helmet.

The OPP is reminding Ontarians that ev-
eryone has a role to play in reducing the 
number of traffic-related fatalities and 
serious injuries. Whether you are driving 
a car, off-road vehicle or paddling in a ca-
noe, always operate your vehicle/vessel 
safely, always wear your seatbelt when 
you hit the road, your lifejacket on the 
water and your helmet while off-roading.  

Please do your part to keep you, your loved 
ones and those with whom you share our 
roads, waterways and trails safe. By doing 
so, Ontarians can collectively and signifi-
cantly reduce the number of preventable 
deaths and injuries. 

Road deaths linked to 
aggressive drivers reach 
10-year high
OPP releases 2021 Traffic Data
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ITEMS NEEDED

DONATIONS
Visit www.maph.ca/ukraine (tax receipts available)

DROP OFF DETAILS

WHERE
Grocery store gift cards can be dropped off at

The Flower Shop & More 
147 Queen St. E, St Marys

Mon -  Fri, 9 AM - 5 PM; Sat, 10 AM - 2 PM

The Multicultural Association of
Perth-Huron is helping to re-settle
Ukrainian refugees in our region.

There is still a need to support the new families
that have arrived in St. Marys. 

GROCERY STORE
GIFT CARDS

Available at local grocery stores

Thank you for your generosity!

COMMUNITY —

PC Candidate Matthew 
Rae visits St. Marys

Having recently secured the PC nomination for the provincial riding of 
Perth-Wellington, Matthew Rae (left) was spotted this Saturday in St. Marys 
going door-to-door along with campaign volunteer Evan Carey. Although the 
weather was cold with patches of snow, the duo began knocking on doors at 10 
a.m., hoping to speak to as many St. Marys residents as possible. 

In speaking with Matthew, he joked that his girlfriend knows not to make day-
time plans for them the next few weekends, as he has a lot of ground to cover 
in the large Perth-Wellington riding before the election, which is scheduled 
for June 2nd. "People do know that an election is coming," he said, adding 
that healthcare is a top-of-mind issue for many of the residents that he's been 
speaking with. 

Matthew was raised on his family's dairy farm outside of Harriston, and 
is a first-time homeowner in Mitchell. He is a graduate of the University of 
Guelph and the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, and has worked in both the 
House of Commons and Legislative Assembly of Ontario. He currently works 
for an education company, and volunteers on local boards and committees. 
(Stewart Grant photo)

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Kinsmen Club has re-
ceived noise, parks, and traffic by-law 
exemptions and event of municipal 
significance designation from the 
Town of St. Marys for its upcoming 
Summerfest.

At last Tuesday's Council meeting, the 
municipality gave the green light for 
the Summerfest event to be held from 
Thursday, July 28th to Saturday, July 
30th. Council also granted the Kins-
men Club exclusive use of Milt Dun-
nell Park from Monday, July 25th, to 
Monday, August 1st for the purpose of 
setting up, running, and taking down 

the features of the Summerfest. The 
sole exemption of this exclusivity was 
for the St. Marys Farmer's Market.

The event of municipal significance 
will help the event receive a special 
occasion permit from the Alcohol and 
Gaming Commission of Ontario.

Council previously approved $5,000 
cash and $500 in-kind contributions 
through the Community Grant pro-
gram for the 2022 Summerfest event. 
The cash will be utilized for policing 
at the liquor licensed event and land-
fill tipping fees. The in-kind contribu-
tion covers the availability of garbage 
and recycling receptacles.

Summerfest approved
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COMMUNITY —

1)What tiny vessel connects an artery with a 
vein? 

2)Musician Bo Didley is famous for playing 
which instrument?

3)What is the more common name for rubella? 

4) What name did the British royal family 
adopt in 1917? 

5)What’s de-ionized water better known as? 

6)What do the French call La Manche? 

7)Who was the first US president to travel in a 
car, a train and a submarine? 

8)Which of the Seven Dwarfs comes first 
alphabetically?

9)What was the first event decided at the 1896 
Olympics?

10)Which actress began life as Doris 
Kapellhoff?

Sponsored by: 17 Water St. S 
519-860-8662Gordy's

Weekend Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 31

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our Senior of the week is Elizabeth 
Freve of Kingsway Lodge who celebrates 

her 100th birthday on April 3rd. 
Elizabeth has one daughter (Sandy 

Pelesh of St. Marys), two granddaughters 
and 4 great-grandchildren. 
Happy Birthday Elizabeth!

10% off McCully's Sugar Free Jams & Jellies

April Store Hours

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Friday:  10 – 5, Saturday:  9 – 5, Sunday:  10 – 5

McCully's carries Ambrosia, Gala, Ida Red and Mutsu.
Local Ontario Apples

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We 
offer a wide variety of meat pies and soups, along 

with baked beans, chili, beef stew and Shephard's Pie. 
Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 

butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep 
Fast & Simple

DCVI Manufacturing Students head to 
Tri Mach Group in Elmira for a day

DCVI Manufacturing students recently participated 
in a field trip to Tri Mach Group in Elmira. The stu-
dents spent the day learning about Tri Mach's vari-
ous jobs in fabrication, millwrighting, welding, engi-
neering and rigging.  It was a full day field trip that 
gave the students some hands-on experiences in a 
variety of jobs associated with Tri Mach's designing 
and installation of equipment for the food industry.  
(Contributed photos)

Groups of students learn about parallel turning stain-
less square stock on a lathe.

Students learn about pipe threading and why it's im-
portant to keep everything clean during the process.
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By Matt Harris

It likely happened before then, giv-
en how word tends to spread around 
St. Marys, but things became official 
when the St. Marys Independent 
published a front-page story on Fri-
day, Apr. 19, 2002: the town’s oldest 
restaurant had officially changed 
hands.

A lot has happened since former 
owner, Braden Furtney, was pictured 
shaking hands with the new guy, 
Dave Steward. Just looking at the 
front page of the Indy that week will 
tell you that much is different – for-
mer town councillor Eugene Dufour 
had just left and his replacement 
was being sought, and the Canadian 
Baseball Hall of Fame was getting 
ready to start its fifth season under 
the direction of Tom Valcke and Rose 
McCoomb. But yeah, Dave’s smiling 
face graced the front page and it’s a 
safe bet he had no idea what he was 
getting himself into.

“Honestly, I bought the diner because 
I didn’t like my job and it was time for 
me to do something different,” Stew-
ard said, thinking about what led him 
to leave his job as sales manager of 
Grayhurst Business Supplies. “I had 
noticed a decent volume of customers 
in the restaurant whenever I’d go in 
there, but I found out that the own-
ers were going bankrupt. I had no 
restaurant background – I just ate out 
a lot! I had never been in a restaurant 
kitchen until the day I got the keys 
from Braden.”

Back in 2002, Steward commented to 
the Indy that he planned to upgrade 
the kitchen equipment and concen-
trate on making home-cooked meals. 
Over the years, there have been some 
changes here and there but there has 
been one constant: Dave’s smiling 
face. His ability to connect with the 
people who come to the Sunset has 
made the difference for him and giv-
en him genuine pleasure in his work. 
Even something small like serving 
kids their drinks in inexpensive mar-
tini glasses he picked up at the Good-
will makes his day.

“I like that I get to talk with peo-
ple, and putting smiles on their fac-
es makes it even better,” he said. “St. 
Marys has been and continues to be 
an awesome community for their 
support. There is a lot of genuine car-
ing going on in this town, and I have 
appreciated every bit of it that has 
come my way.”

He took the time to share how per-
sonal it got for him when, back in 
2007 while dealing with the death of 
his son, the town put Dave on its back 

and made sure he was being taken 
care of in the same way he did for 
them on a daily basis.

“I was having a tough go of it back 
in those days, but I got tons of sup-
port during that time,” he said. “Some 
customers had a fundraiser for me, 
and I’ve never, ever had that kind of 
generosity bestowed upon me before. 
I am extremely grateful for the com-
munity’s support over the years.”

And that includes the last few years 
when the pandemic dropped a chaos 
bomb on everything. Steward didn’t 
retreat from those challenges, but 
not because he was looking to make a 
few extra bucks when others couldn’t. 
Instead, it was his duty to stay open 
and help feed people that might’ve 
had a hard time feeding themselves. 
He credits his staff for helping out as 
much as they could to make things 
work smoothly, calling them all top 
notch. And while most of the faces in 

Sunset have changed over the years, 
Steward’s longest-tenured employee, 
Hilary Hughes, holds a special place 
in his chicken-wing-making heart.

“She’s been with me for 16 of the 20 
years I’ve owned this place, and she’s 
here every morning to help get things 
ready for the day,” he said. “She’s 
been fantastic, just like everyone 
who’s worked here. We’re all part of 
a team and I value each one of them. 
I love seeing them use this place as a 
stepping stone on their way to some-
thing bigger – I want people to suc-
ceed and move up. I could never keep 
someone down just to raise myself up 
because I’m the guy who’s okay do-
ing the grunt work. I’m not the show-
piece here.”

When he bought the diner, Dave was 
married with a young family. Now 
divorced, he admits it can be tough 
finding ways to achieve a good work-
life balance. But having fun at work 
feeds his soul in a way you can clear-
ly see when he interacts with you. It’s 
those opportunities to chat with his 
customers that really makes Steward 
smile, just like he did that day when 
he took over 20 years ago.

“I’m a big kid and I really will talk 
with anyone, even that gruff-looking 
farmer who might look like he doesn’t 
want to talk with anyone,” Steward 
said, his trademark grin firmly in 
place. “They’re the ones who might 
need to talk the most. When would 
they get that chance during their day 
at work? That’s why I say working 
here is about community connection: 
we all have social needs, and I see 
that as my role in part.”

Steward said he’s got an anniversa-
ry event planned for Friday, Apr. 15, 
where they’ll be giving out free fries 
from the Sunset Shack. As for what-
ever else he’s got in mind … you’ll 
just have to show up and find out.

The Sunset Diner is located at 343 
Queen Street West and is open daily 
at 6 a.m.

COMMUNITY —
After all this time, Dave is still cracking jokes … and eggs
Steward celebrates 20 years of ownership of Sunset Diner

STILL HAVING FUN -- Dave Steward has been at the helm of the Sunset Diner 
for two decades, feeding his customer's bellies and souls along the way. Joined 
by his longest-tenured employee, Hilary Hughes, Steward has something special 
planned for April 15 when he'll officially celebrate his 20-year anniversary of own-
ing and operating the town's oldest restaurant. (Matt Harris/Independent Photo)

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK
WWW.STMARYSRADIO.COM

Friday at 6:30 p.m. - Explore themes that run through music and hear stories 
behind some of your favourite songs ever on Tuned In with Rob Edney.
Friday at 7:25 p.m. - The St. Marys Lincolns host the St. Thomas Stars in their 
final game of the regular season. Spencer Seymour and Joel Azzano will call the 
game and our coverage of St. Marys Lincolns Hockey presented by Tradition 
Mutual Insurance in Sebringville will start five minutes before the 7:30 
puck-drop.
Saturday and Sunday at 4:00 p.m. - Noah Smith and Tyler Middleton host an 
hour of great sports banter on The Smitty & Middy Show. This week, Noah and 
Tyler are chatting with MLB agent Jason Hoffman.
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. - Enjoy the music you grew up on as Doug Cooper brings 
you two hours of hits from the 60s, 70s, and 80s on Sunday Morning Memories.
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. - Go to church without leaving your home! St. Marys 
Radio takes you inside the St. Marys United Church for their weekly live service.
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COMMUNITY —

By Matt Harris

The New Democratic party made 
their first campaign stop in Stratford 
last month since the announcement 
that Jo-Dee Burbach had been ac-
claimed, as Andrea Horwath and Bur-
bach hosted a press conference at the 
Falstaff Family Centre to talk about 
the housing crisis Ontarians are fac-
ing.

“Young people are worried they’re go-
ing to have to leave a great place like 
Stratford to find a place they can af-
ford, leaving family behind,” Horwath 
said. “Parents are worried their kids 
will have to leave if they ever want to 
own a home of their own. The housing 
crisis in Ontario is really hurting peo-
ple’s chance to build the life they’ve 
always dreamt of.”

Horwath added that in the last year, 
housing prices have increased near-
ly 40 per cent while realtors in Perth 
and Huron are reporting a 30-year 
low in the supply of homes. She said 
it’s simply not just going to fix itself 
nor will the Conservative govern-
ment’s plan to build more homes with 
prices remaining unchecked.

“Doug Ford has let housing prices 
fly right out of control, making his 
buddies happy but hurting regular 
people,” Burbach added in a pre-
pared statement. “And we can’t trust 
the Wynne/Del Duca Liberals to fix 
what they helped break. But there are 
things we can do to start to get first-
time buyers, renters and the next gen-
eration back on solid ground, so they 

can build their best lives right here. 
In Perth-Wellington, we want our 
kids to stay, build their careers here 
and raise their own families here. I’m 
proud of the fact that the NDP has a 
plan to finally start to fix the housing 
crisis.”

Joining the press conference was Wi-
nona Sands, a Stratford resident orig-
inally from Walpole Island First Na-
tion, and she talked about how rough 
it has been finding adequate housing 
in the city. With nine grandchildren, 
having them visit when all you have 
is a two-bedroom apartment can get a 
little too cozy. And having her family 
spend time with her holds more than 
just opportunities to make new mem-
ories.

“If I can’t teach my culture to my 
grandchildren, it ends,” she stated. 
“We want a place where we can have 
the grandkids over, where they can 
play and we can watch them. But a 
small two-bedroom apartment isn’t 
big enough for all that. We just cannot 
afford to buy a home here in Strat-
ford, so we’re forced to look at a 12-
hour drive for a decent, affordable 
home with land in Northern Ontario.”

The party’s plan, dubbed ‘Homes You 
Can Afford’, the NDP’s Homes In On-
tario Program (HOP) would provide 
first-time buyers with household in-
comes under $200,000 access to home 
equity loans of up to 10 per cent with 
their down payment. Homeowners 
would then have the flexibility to buy 
back the government’s share or repay 
the loan only if and when they move 

and sell their home. A revenue-neu-
tral fund would be created to help 
finance loans for HOP, with the fund 
being self-sustaining. Any gains on 
the fund over time would be used to 
maintain it.

Horwath also said the NDP would tar-
get speculators to help lower prices in 
the market, bumping up the Non-Res-
ident Speculation Tax from 15 to 20 
per cent; they would expand that tax 
province-wide and then introduce an 
annual speculation and vacancy tax 
on residential property.

“The housing situation in our prov-
ince is broken, and it’s the Conser-
vatives and Liberals who allowed it 
to break,” she said. “How do we trust 
them to fix it? They had a chance to 
do that and haven’t, and now the cri-
sis has grown to a proportion that we 
need a party that’s prepared to get to 
work and fix it. That’s a commitment 
we’ve made.”

Both Horwath and Burbach were 
asked how the provincial govern-
ment would work with municipalities 
to make a plan like this work better, 
helping to eliminate some of the mu-
nicipal red tape that can clog the sys-
tem up in order to get plans put into 
action with more transparency and 
timeliness.

“One of the things we’ve seen in some 
communities is maintaining the her-
itage buildings and incorporating 
them into new structures, or preserv-
ing a heritage site and creating oth-
er opportunities for new housing on 

that site,” Horwath said. “It really does 
need to be led by the local communi-
ties, but what happens often is that 
these type of projects cost more mon-
ey to ensure the preservation occurs. 
So I think there are opportunity for 
not only the discussion about what 
that looks like but for ways to find 
new funding. It’s not just about the 
rules, but the support to help those 
rules get implemented.”

For her part, Burbach pointed out 
that many municipalities are cash-
strapped when it comes to finding 
funds for municipal housing projects, 
so perhaps by reviving the Ministry of 
Housing and giving the government 
a tool to deal with this specific crisis 
would be the best path forward.

“Having that support from the prov-
ince would be critical,” she said. 
“There isn’t any structure right now 
that would help us grow our afford-
able housing stock, especially social 
housing. To me, that would be really 
important. I know there is some dis-
cussion around changing municipal 
decision-making processes, like zon-
ing changes and things like that, so I 
think the local decision making has to 
happen and that the province needs 
to be supportive of that.”

The party’s plan also includes a com-
mitment to build a by-Indigenous 
for-Indigenous housing strategy, and 
states an NDP-led government will 
work with municipalities to update 
land use planning rules to spur new 
missing-middle construction (starter 
homes).

Burbach joins Horwath in calling for affordable 
housing action

SPEAKING FROM THE HEART - Winona Sands, a Stratford resident and orig-
inally from Walpole Island First Nations, spoke at an NDP press conference in 
Stratford on Thursday, Mar. 24, on how tough it is to find affordable housing in the 
city. Looking on were provincial NDP leader Andrea Horwath and Perth-Welling-
ton riding candidate Jo-Dee Burbach. (Matt Harris/Independent Photo)

A QUICK CHAT -- Dr. Geza Wordofa, president of the Multicultural Association 
of Perth Huron, talks with Perth-Wellington NDP candidate Jo-Dee Burbach and 
provincial NDP leader Andrea Horwath following a press conference the NDP 
held at the Falstaff Family Centre on the topic of affordable housing on Thursday, 
Mar. 24. (Matt Harris/Independent Photo)
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COMMUNITY —

By Matt Harris

Sometimes, big things don’t start out 
that way. Even the smallest idea or 
thought can turn into something with 
more meaning and reach.

This sounds like one of those times.

Broken Rail Brewing has jumped in 
with both feet, partnering up with 
Upper Thames Brewing Company 
from Woodstock and the Tavistock 
Hop Co., as they take part in a world-
wide collaborative brewing proj-
ect that has its origins in war-torn 
Ukraine.

Broken Rail co-founder Ryan Lea-
man posted information about the 
project to Facebook over the week-
end, letting known followers of the 
brand that they were committing to 
the project after he came across in-
formation about it online.

“When I stumbled across this online 
it was something I knew that I need-
ed to do right away,” he said. “This is 
a world-wide release of recipes and 
artwork by Pravda Beer Theatre in 
Lviv, Ukraine. I’ve been following 
the events over there since the first 
shots were fired. Being a big military 
buff and news junkie, I saw the re-
ports almost immediately and start-
ed streaming videos of the destruc-
tion. But further to that, because of 
my military interests, I’ve been see-
ing some of the raw video coming 
out of Ukraine that you’re typically 
not going to witness on most media 
channels. When you see children, 
the elderly, and pregnant women be-
ing fired on for absolutely no reason 
whatsoever, I knew I needed to do 
much more than to just turn on blue 
and yellow lights on my house.”

Leaman said the idea originally be-
gan as a solo project in his head, but 
the idea of working with others in the 
brewing community sparked some-

thing. It also made sense to help ex-
tend the reach of this initiative, as all 
profits from the sale of this special 
edition beer – a golden ale called Kyiv 
not Kiev – will go towards humanitar-
ian efforts in Ukraine. So Leaman put 
out a few calls and found a number of 
willing partners.

Kyle Wynette of the Tavistock Hop 
Co. learned about the collaboration 
from Leaman, and he was in without 
hesitation.

“The war in Ukraine affects all of us 
and I personally feel strongly that 
war has no place in our modern age,” 

Wynette said. “I think we have an 
obligation to do whatever we can to 
raise awareness and contribute to 
the humanitarian relief that will be 
needed for those families in turmoil 
right now.”

Saying that the craft brewing commu-
nity has an inherently strong social 
conscience, Wynette said that doing 
their part was the least they could do 
to help out. Leaman said that Drake 
Merritt, the brewer and part own-
er over at Upper Thames, signed on 
to the project as quickly as Wynette, 
helping them figure out the logistics 

so they could get down to brewing.

“I started talking to our suppliers and 
figuring out how to get the materials 
we needed,” he said. “Once many of 
them knew what we were doing, they 
immediately started offering their 
services and products for free to in-
crease the profit margin on the beer 
so we can get even more to people 
in Ukraine. We had an employee at 
our label company offer to cover the 
shipping cost out of her own pocket 
so the labels would be completely 
free. And our friends over at Tavis-
tock Hop helped put us in touch with 
Drake – in fact, all of our core beers 
use Tavistock hops exclusively with 
the exception of our IPA.”

Leaman, Merritt and the Broken Rail 
brewer Brock Moorehead brewed 
three batches of the beer up to pro-
duce as much volume as they could 
without interrupting their regular 
production order. With canning and 
bottling happening this week, you’ll 
be able to find Kyiv Not Kiev stocked 
at Broken Rail Brewing and Upper 
Thames Brewing’s brewery as well as 
their Brickhouse location in Wood-
stock.

“The craft brewing community is a 
very collaborative group of individu-
als and while we are miniscule on the 
world-wide stage, our greater sense 
of community is the driving force be-
hind efforts like this,” Wynette said. 
“Aside from donating a portion of the 
ingredients required, our plan is to 
promote and raise awareness through 
our own social media platforms to do 
what we can from our small corner of 
the world.”

Visit each brewery’s social media 
pages to keep updated on where you 
can find Kyiv Not Kiev, or email Bro-
ken Rail Brewing at info@brokenrail-
brewing.ca.

Local brewers, supply companies join in support of Ukraine

HELPING OUT -- Ryan Leaman from Broken Rail Brewing shows off a few cans 
of Kyiv Not Kiev, a golden ale they are producing in limited numbers to help raise 
humanitarian funds for the victims in war-torn Ukraine. The collaboration be-
tween Broken Rail, Upper Thames Brewing in Woodstock, Tavistock Hop Co., and 
others came as a result of Leaman finding information about the project online 
from Pravda Beer Theatre in Lviv, Ukraine.  (Matt Harris/Independent Photo)
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1, 2, 3, WHO?

1.Was the first St. Marys Lincolns goaltender to 
wear a mask

2.Fell off the London railway bridge and walked 
away from it

3.Was a member of the St. Marys police force

Answer on page 25

FOR ALL UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
REGARDING FUNERALS DURING COVID-19

RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HODGESFUNERALHOME.CA

These Holy Name of Mary students all placed first in their respective divisions 
in the 2021 Legion Art and Literacy contest. From left are: Richard Verwer (first 
in Junior essay), Ava Travene (first in Intermediate poetry), Benjamin Kittmer 
(first in Intermediate essay) and Ava Greve (first in Intermediate colour posters).  
(Payton photo)

The Legion recently announced its Art and Literacy winners for 2021. These Little 
Falls students all placed first in their respective divisions. From left are: Sophia 
Bastien (first in Junior poetry), Kylie King (first in Junior black and white post-
ers), Isobel Williams (first in Junior colour posters) and Kayden Brode (first in 
Primary black and white posters).  (Payton photo)

Art, literary winners from Legion Branch 236 contest
A total of 275 entries from students at five local schools

By Pat Payton

The Royal Canadian Legion Perth 
Regiment Veterans Branch 236 St. 
Marys has announced its 2021 Art and 
Literary contest winners.

An awards ceremony was held recent-
ly at the local Legion. Students from 
South Perth Centennial, Holy Name of 
Mary, Little Falls, Downie Central and 
St. Marys DCVI are invited each year 

to submit their creative works, with a 
focus on Remembrance. The students 
are divided into levels by grades.

Certificates and monetary prizes are 
awarded to the top three entrants in 
each category. "The first-place win-
ners are then forwarded on to com-
pete against first-place finishers in 
the other 11 Legion branches in our 
zone," explains Branch 236 president 
Tom Jenkins.

"Zone winners go on to be judged 
against 50 Legions in our district, and 
those winners carry on to provincials, 
and the winners there go to nationals. 
This year, we only had one person car-
ry on to the district level; Ava Travene 
(Holy Name of Mary) placed second in 
the Intermediate Poetry category."

It was not Travene's first time ac-
cepting a Legion award. In 2020, she 
earned first place at Zone, first place 

at District, first place in Ontario, and 
placed third in judging at the National 
level in the Junior essay competition. 
It was an outstanding achievement by 
a Grade 6 student.

The crew of volunteer judges were 
very pleased with the "quality of 
work" of the students in the 2021 com-
petition. "The number of entries was 
slightly up as well, and that's always 

COMMUNITY —

Continued on page 11
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great to see," Jenkins noted. "The only 
disappointment was that there was 
just one single entry from the senior 
level at DCVI. We hope to create some 
interest in that age group next year."

The following is a complete list of the 
2021 winners from the Legion Art and 
Literary contest.

Colour posters

In the Primary division (Grades 1-3), 
Brooklyn Meta of South Perth Centen-
nial finished first, Kylie Blake of Holy 
Name of Mary was second, and Brid-
get Stevens of South Perth Centennial 
was third in colour posters.

In the Junior category (Grades 4-6), 
Isobel Williams of Little Falls placed 
first, Zoe Ritu of Holy Name was sec-
ond, and Rea Richl of Downie Central 
was third.

Ava Greve of Holy Name finished first 
in the Intermediate division (Grades 
7-9), while Mona Rohani of Downie 
Central was second, and Vienna Beck-
ett of Downie Central was third.

Black and White posters

In the Primary category, Kayden 
Brode of Little Falls placed first, Ewan 
Bennett of South Perth Centennial 
was second, and Seb Williams of Lit-
tle Falls was third in black and white 
posters.

Little Falls took all three spots in the 
Junior division. Kylie King was first, 

Gracie Ross was second, and Chloe 
Phillips was third.

In the Intermediate category, Char-
lee Henderson of South Perth Cen-
tennial finished first, Cohen Bernard 
of Downie Central was second, and 
Bronwyn Hawkins of South Perth 

Centennial was third.

Essay

In the Junior division, all three es-
say winners were from Holy Name of 
Mary. Richard Verwer placed first, Ab-
igail Garant was second, and Landon 
Lichti third.

Holy Name students also took the 
top three spots in the Intermediate 
category. The best essay belonged to 
Benjamin Kittmer, followed by Ava 
Travene and Carlie Muir.

Poetry

In the Junior poetry division, Sophia 
Bastien of Little Falls finished first, 
Livia Pardy of South Perth Centennial 
was second, and Charlotte Johnson of 
Little Falls was third.

Ava Travene of Holy Name placed 
first, Brooklyn Koss of Downie Cen-
tral was second, and Vienna Beckett 
of Downie Central was third in the In-
termediate category.

In the Senior division (Grades 10-12), 
Amelia Farrish of St. Marys DCVI fin-
ished first.

Notes:

–The Legion's art and literary con-
test is held over a span of six to eight 
weeks ahead of Remembrance Day 
each year.

–The 2021 contest had a total of 275 
entries from students, including 105 
from Little Falls, 95 from Holy Name 
of Mary, and 58 from South Perth Cen-
tennial. There were 150 entries locally 
in the colour posters category.

–National first-place posters are dis-
played at the Canadian War Museum 
in Ottawa for one year. Second and 
third-place national winners are dis-
played at Parliament Hill during Re-
membrance week.

From March 21 to May 15, 2022

From March 21 to May 15, 2022

From March 21 to May 15, 2022

WHEN YOU BUY 4 MICHELIN TIRES
PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY

WHEN YOU BUY 4 UNIROYAL TIRES
PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY

 DON’T MISS OUT

$70
MAIL IN REBATE

GET UP TO

GET UP TO A

MAIL IN REBATE

$40$70
WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4 NEW 

BFGOODRICH PASSENGER OR 
LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY
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 TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE
Online or at Sun Rayz | LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE

These South Perth Centennial students placed well in the annual Legion Art and 
Literacy contest. From left are: Brooklyn Meta (first in Primary colour posters), 
Charlee Henderson (first in Intermediate black and white posters), and Livia Par-
dy (second in Junior poetry). Absent is Ewan Bennett (second in Primary black 
and white posters).  (Payton photo)

Legion Br. 236 announces 2021 art, literary winners
COMMUNITY —

Continued from page 10
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SPORTS —
Frayne U15 A-E squad books ticket to Provincials
ANAF U15 'BB' team also heading to OMHA championship tournament this weekend

By Pat Payton

The Frayne Custom Cabinets U15 
A-E team has punched its ticket to the 
provincials.

Last Monday night at the PRC, Gord 
Cookson's squad emerged with a 
hard-fought 4-3 victory over the 
Strathroy Jr. Rockets. They went into 
the playoff game needing only a tie, 
and the win gave the Rock the six-
point series seven points to one.

Cookson and company will now head 
to Windsor for the provincial champi-
onship tournament, Apr. 8-10. There 
will be eight A-E teams competing 
that weekend, with St. Marys and rival 
Dresden representing the Shamrock 
League. Presented by the Egg Farm-
ers of Ontario, the various provincial 
championships are dubbed 'Road to 
the Red Hats.'

Rock defuses the Rockets

After winning the first two games of 
the series, 2-0 and 1-0, and tying the 
third 2-2 on the road, the U-15 Rock 
were looking to end the series on 
home ice Mar. 21.

Grier Mahoney gave the Frayne crew 
the start they were looking for, scor-
ing just 12 seconds into the contest. 
Assists went to Finn Wright and de-
fenceman Danny Switzer.

After Rockets tied it 1-1 at 7:35 of 
the first period, Andre Mollet put St. 
Marys back in front two minutes into 
the middle frame. Mollet connected 
with a high shot after taking a pass 
from Grayson Porter.

It was a physical affair, mainly in-
stigated by the desperate Strathroy 
team which was trying to prolong the 
series. The visitors' game plan was to 
hem the Rock in their own zone with 

strong forechecking and it seemed to 
be effective.

Late in the second period, Rockets 
tied it 2-2 while holding a 5-on-3 man 
advantage.

The game remained deadlocked well 
into the third. Finally with 5:02 left 
on the clock, winger Simon Greig 
pounced on a rebound and scored 
from close range. Linemate Jonah 
Lariviere fired what proved to be the 
winner with just 1:09 to play.

Strathroy pulled its goalie for a sixth 
attacker in the final minute, and 
closed the gap to 4-3 with 36.5 sec-
onds remaining. After that, the home 
team ran out the clock to secure the 
win and the series.

Reid Taylor picked up the win in net.

'Best of the best now'

"We definitely let them stay in the 
game a little bit longer than they 
needed to be," coach Cookson said af-
terwards. "But the boys came out in 
the third period and got the job done 
and we punched our ticket to the pro-
vincials tonight. We're proud of the 
boys."

Cookson says he and his group are 
looking forward to the upcoming 
championship tournament in Wind-
sor.

"This is what we wanted; we want to 
play the best," he said. "It's the best 
of the best now. We're a good tour-
nament team and hopefully the boys 
will show up for one more weekend 
and we can finish the job.

"We're meeting expectations. The 
boys have had a good season so far, 
and we have one more step to take. 
We hope to cap it with a provincial ti-

tle."

To reach the 2022 playoff tournament, 
the Frayne U15 team played 12 games 
(including eight in the round-robin 
format) – winning seven, losing two 
(to Dresden) and tying three.

ANAF U15 'BB' team heading to 
Barrie

A second SMMHA team heading to 
the Provincials is the ANAF U15 'BB' 
team.

Mark Brintnell's squad finished the 
Shamrock League regular season in 
first place with a record of 16 wins, 
no losses and four ties. Heading into 
the new OMHA playdown format, the 
Rock used the momentum to post a 
6-0 record to maintain the No. 1 seed.

The ANAF crew faced a familiar and 
tough opponent in the Dorchester 
Dragons in a best-of-five qualifying 
series. A spot in the OMHA Provin-
cials was on the line.

The series opened in St. Marys be-
tween the two rivals and the play 
didn't disappoint. The Rock took the 
lead in the first period with Nate 
Schiedel connecting, assisted by Cal-
lum McIntosh and Jayden Tipping. 
The Rock managed to tack on an in-
surance marker to seal a hard-fought 
2-0 victory. Hayden Brintnell was the 
marksman, assisted by Schiedel and 
defenceman Connor Hall.

"It was a strong team effort at both 
ends of the ice, with special mention 
to the defence and Cyler Pickering 
with the shutout," coach Brintnell re-
ported. "Our boys came to play and 
wanted to take the lead to tilt the se-
ries right away."

Game two in Dorchester was a back 
and forth battle. The Rock's Oliver 

McHugh opened the scoring, unassist-
ed. Dragons tied it midway through 
the second on a powerplay, but Colton 
Henderson, assisted by Adam Turner, 
ensured a lead heading into the third 
period.

The visitors made it 3-1 with a pow-
erplay goal of their own, scored by 
Schiedel, with assists to Henderson 
and Grayson Boreham. Despite a late 
powerplay tally by the Dragons, St. 
Marys won 3-2 to take a commanding 
2-0 lead in the series.

Coming off March Break, the ANAF 
squad did not miss a step in Game 
Three. With Trevor Aarts playing 
great in net, the Rock grabbed a 2-1 
lead in the first period with goals by 
Henderson and Jared Ballantyne. 
Earning assists were Tipping, Hen-
derson, Myles Clinton and Trevor 
Richardson.

An injury and several penalties didn't 
slow down the boys as they elevated 
their game play, despite pressure by 
the Dragons. The Rock added three 
more goals by Schiedel (2) and Hen-
derson, with assists to Evan Ballan-
tyne, Nathan Wolfkamp and Clinton, 
to win the game 5-2 and sweep the 
series.

With the series win, the U15 'BB' 
team qualifies for the Provincial tour-
nament and continues their 'Red Hat' 
quest for an OMHA championship.

"These boys have had a great season 
and continue to compete while having 
a ton of fun, on and off the ice, which 
is all us coaches can ask for," Brint-
nell said.

The team will now use this week to 
fine tune before heading off to the 16-
team Provincial tournament in Barrie, 
April 1-3.

Finn Wright (96), of the Frayne U15 A-E Rock, looks to cash in a rebound against 
Strathroy last Monday night at the PRC. Gord Cookson and company now head 
to the Provincial championship tournament in Windsor the weekend of Apr. 8-10.  
(Payton photo)

Andre Mollet (27), Finn Wright (96) and defenceman Simon Taylor (15) congratu-
late Frayne U15 teammates after they won their OMHA qualifying series against 
Strathroy. A 4-3 victory gave St. Marys the six-point series seven points to one.  
(Payton photo)
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SPORTS —
Former DCVI athletes excel on the volleyball court
Thomas Wrigley, Sam Thorup named all-stars this 2021-22 season

By Pat Payton

A pair of former St. Marys DCVI ath-
letes excelled on the volleyball court 
this 2021-22 season.

Thomas Wrigley and Sam Thorup 
were both named all-stars, competing 
for their respective post-secondary 
schools.

Wrigley was selected to the all-rook-
ie team in the Ontario University 
Athletic's East Division for his play 
this season. The freshman played as 
a Middle Blocker/Attacker for the 
OUA's Nipissing Lakers.

Thorup earned second all-star team 
honours in the Ontario Colleges Ath-
letic Association's East Division. A 
fourth-year veteran, he played as a 
Libero (defensive specialist) for the 
Georgian Grizzlies. The Grizzlies' 
captain had one of the best stats for 
digs per set in the entire OCAA.

Historic season for Lakers

In North Bay, it was described as 
a "historic season" for the Lakers' 
men's volleyball team.

The Lakers found themselves on top 
of the East Division standings for 
much of the season, were nationally 
ranked for multiple weeks and put 
together one of the most impressive 
campaigns in the program's history. 
The Lakers fell short in the post-sea-
son, however, falling to the Queen's 
Gaels in the division semi-finals, cut-

ting short their playoff run.

Nipissing had a trio of athletes re-
warded for their outstanding sea-
sons. Jackson Young, Tyrus Cuculick 
and Wrigley were all honoured by 
the OUA for their successful 2021-22 
year.

Young was chosen as a first-team 
OUA all-star. An outside hitter from 
Etobicoke, Young was the team's top 
scorer. He had an outstanding season, 
leading the Lakers – and the OUA in a 
number of categories – and cementing 
himself as one of the top players in 
the country.

Young hit double digits in kills in six 
of his eight matches and double digits 
in points in seven of eight. He ranked 
third in the OUA and 10th in the 
country in kills per set and was first 
in aces per set. He collected 104 kills, 
142.5 points and tacked on 25 service 
aces in eight matches and 26 sets.

Cuculick was named an OUA sec-
ond-team all-star. An outside hit-
ter from Sudbury, he had a breakout 
season for the Lakers, posting some 
strong numbers, while giving Nipiss-
ing the depth they needed to succeed 
throughout the year.

Cuculick ranked second in most of-
fensive categories, and posted 67 kills 
and 84 points through 10 matches 
and 32 sets. He also added 10 aces.

Wrigley, who played middle, had a 

solid campaign for the Lakers in his 
first year. The St. Marys native picked 
up at least two kills in all five of his 
matches, with a season-high com-
ing in a win against Ryerson. He also 
managed 7.5 points in that match, fin-
ishing the year with 14 kills and 22.5 
points.

Most notably, Wrigley was strong on 
the defensive side of the game. He 
finished with 11 blocks, leading the 
team in blocks per set at 0.92. While 
he didn't have the quantity of some 
of the more veteran players, Wrigley 
did rank third on the team in hitting 
percentage.

Thomas is the son of Rob and Annette 
Wrigley, of St. Marys.

Fourth in OCAA in digs per set

Thorup is a member of the 'volley-
ball family' of St. Marys. The Ontario 
Colleges Athletic Association recently 
announced its year-end awards, and 
he was one of four Georgian volley-
ball players who earned accolades 
this season.

The versatile Thorup tallied 50 digs 
for the Grizzlies this season, and was 
fourth overall in the OCAA in digs per 
set (2.63). He filled several roles for 
the team during his tenure in Barrie, 
including serving as an outside hitter 
in one season.

Georgian outside hitters CJ Okeke 
and Cameron Calhoun were named 

OCAA first team all-stars in '21-22. 
Okeke led the Grizzlies with 87 kills, 
and ranked third overall in the OCAA 
in hit percentage (.391), and fifth 
overall in kills per set (3.35). Calhoun 
had 59 kills and 14 service aces for 
the Grizzlies, and ranked fourth over-
all in the OCAA in aces per set (0.70).

Teammate Cameron Chadwick was 
selected to the OCAA East all-rookie 
team. He had a great first year with 
Georgian, recording 56 kills and 54 
digs on the season.

Georgian also had two coaches accept 
OCAA awards this year, including 
Reid Saxby.

Saxby was named OCAA East Men's 
Volleyball Coach-of-the-Year. He 
led the Grizzlies to a 7-1 record and 
a first place tie in the East. This was 
Saxby's fifth year at the helm of the 
Grizzlies, during which he has com-
piled a 73-7 regular-season record, 
including three OCAA East titles and 
an OCAA bronze medal in 2019-20.

Saxby was previously OCAA East 
Coach-of-the-Year in 2016-17 after 
leading the Grizzlies to an 18-0 reg-
ular season in his first year in charge.

Sam Thorup is the son of Ken and 
Tanya Thorup, of St. Marys. His 
younger sister Abbey is a freshman 
with the women's beach volleyball 
team at Loyola Marymount Universi-
ty in Los Angeles. The Division 1 Li-
ons currently have an 11-1 record.

Sam Thorup (Contributed photos)Thomas Wrigley
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SPORTS —
Lincolns' fourth-place hopes all but vanish Sunday
Lincs hosting St. Thomas Stars in 'Fill the Rink' night this Friday at the PRC

By Pat Payton

St. Marys Lincolns watched their 
fourth-place aspirations and home-
ice advantage in the first round of 
playoffs all but vanish Sunday after-
noon at the PRC.

In a playoff preview, Lincs dropped 
a 3-2 decision in a shootout to the 
LaSalle Vipers, the team they will be 
playing in a best-of-seven Western 
Conference quarter-final series.

Vipers earned two points for the win, 
while Lincolns picked up a single 
point for the shootout loss. Lincs (25-
21-0-1) now trail fourth-place LaSal-
le (25-17-2-1) by two points (53-51) 
with just one regular-season game re-
maining. Vipers have three games left 
in their regular schedule.

Lincolns' only chance of getting 
fourth now would be on a tie-break-
er if the two teams finish the 48-game 
regular season with the same number 
of points.

"We would have to win our last game 
and LaSalle would have to lose their 
last three to force a tie-breaker," St. 
Marys Director of Hockey Operations/
GM Greg Smale explained. "There's 
still some hockey to be played.

"It could depend on how many goals 
LaSalle scores and gives up in the 
next three games. And it might de-
pend on what our last score (against 
St. Thomas Stars) is, too. If it comes 
down to a tie-breaker, it will be goals 
for, divided by goals against."

Lincs went into the weekend one 
point behind LaSalle, but managed 
to pick up just a single point in three 
games.

First-place Flyers red hot

After weekend action, Leamington 
Flyers (35-10-0-0) sit comfortably in 
top spot – five points up on the sec-
ond-place London Nationals (31-10-
2-1) and seven ahead of the third-
place Chatham Maroons (28-12-4-3). 
Flyers have won eight in a row.

With the single point gained Sunday, 
Lincs can finish no lower than fifth as 
they moved seven points up on the 
sixth-place Komoka Kings (20-21-2-
2). Kings have just three regular-sea-
son games remaining.

Vipers 3 - Lincolns 2 (Shootout)

At the PRC Sunday, LaSalle defence-
man Spencer Lecot was the only play-
er to score in the shootout–lifting Vi-
pers to a come-from-behind win.

Goalie Matthew Sbrocca was proba-
bly the difference in the contest, fin-
ishing with a 42-save afternoon and 
stopping all three St. Marys players in 
the shootout.

With their upcoming playoff series 
looming, the teams came out and set 
a fast, physical pace. Late in the first 
period, some favourable bounces 
started to go the Lincolns' way. Cole 
Schnittker (his 10th) took advantage 
of a Vipers' turnover and opened the 
scoring at 16:02, and Spencer Hazell 
made it 2-0 just 65 seconds after that 
when he connected on a powerplay.

Vipers have a handful of key play-
ers injured at the present time, but 
they continued to battle with a young 
squad. Brody Gillis pulled the visitors 
to within a goal at 5:41 of the middle 
frame.

Twice, Lincs had 5-on-3 powerplays 

– midway through the second peri-
od and again early in the third – but 
couldn't capitalize.

With less than five minutes to play, 
Lincolns took back-to-back minor 
penalties, and LaSalle also pulled 
Sbrocca for a 6-on-3 man advantage. 
Lincs did a good job of killing off the 
penalties, but Vipers' Andrew Kotevs-
ki forced overtime when he scored 
with just 1:18 remaining in regula-
tion time and the teams back at even 
strength.

Lincolns dominated the seven-min-
ute, three-on-three OT period, 
out-shooting LaSalle 5-2 and getting 
the better of the scoring chances.

The six-player shootout win gave Vi-
pers their third victory on St. Marys 
ice this season. Ironically, Lincs won 
all three times in LaSalle – setting the 
stage for an interesting playoff series 
starting early next month.

Lincolns' coach Jeff Bradley admitted 
that his team's fourth-place chances 
look bleak right now.

"After today, I would assume that 
we'll finish in fifth place," Bradley 
said. "But we've made our bed. We 
have nobody to blame but ourselves. 
We've had many opportunities to get 
home-ice advantage in the first round 
and it looks like we failed."

Overall, Lincs out-shot the Vipers 42-
24 on the afternoon. St. Marys dressed 
one affiliate player, Justin Skirten 
from the Elgin-Middlesex U18 'AAA' 
team, and he played well.

Nationals 2 - Lincolns 0

At the PRC Friday night, Lincolns out-
shot the Nationals 38-28, but couldn't 

get a puck behind goalie Owen Flores 
in a 2-0 defeat.

Lincs created plenty of chances to 
score, especially with the man advan-
tage. However, they finished the night 
0-for-8 on the powerplay, and twice 
held a two-man advantage (5-on-3), 
but couldn't capitalize.

The teams came out playing wide-
open, offensive-style hockey and con-
tinued it for much of the game. Nats' 
Lucas Chard scored what proved to 
be the winner on a powerplay at 13:41 
of the first period.

Just moments after Lincolns failed to 
capitalize on a 5-on-3 powerplay mid-
way through the second, Jack Bunker 
scored on a 2-on-1 break to put Lon-
don up 2-0.

Lincs continued to pepper Flores in 
the third, out-shooting the visitors 
15-8. On a 5-on-3 powerplay early in 
the period, the home team did every-
thing but put the puck behind the Na-
tionals' goaltender.

Over the final three minutes, coach 
Bradley twice pulled Bryce Walcarius 
for an extra attacker, but Lincolns still 
couldn't solve Flores.

"Honestly, I was really happy with 
our game tonight," Bradley said. "We 
didn't score and our powerplay was 
zero-for-a-million, but we're get-
ting good looks. We're just not cash-
ing them. Their goaltender is an 
OHL-calibre goalie and he played like 
it tonight.

"I think the game could have gone ei-
ther way. But when you don't score, 
and you're playing a team like Lon-

Continued on page 15

Captain Max Mulder helps goaltender Bryce Walcarius defend the St. Marys net 
against London Nationals last Friday night at the PRC. Lincolns host St. Thomas 
Stars this Friday, Apr. 1 on 'Fill the Rink' night. Game time is 7:30 p.m.  (Payton photo)

Lincs' forward Kobe Ferreira (67) just missed winning it in overtime Sunday after-
noon. LaSalle Vipers went on to claim the two points in a shootout. The two teams will 
meet in an upcoming Western Conference playoff series.  (Payton photo)
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don with that kind of offence, they're 
going to beat you."

Bradley says Lincs' main goal this late 
in the regular schedule is consistency.

"We're trying to focus on having a 
consistent effort every night, and 
that's what's been our problem lately. 
It doesn't matter who we're playing 
or where we're playing. We just want 
to play well wherever we play.

"If we play like we did tonight, and our 
powerplay clicks a little better, we'll 
have some success. Right now, we're 
just having a tough time finding the 
back of the net on the powerplay. But 
we are getting chances. We have good 
players and we're going to score."

With the win, Nats took the season 
series 4-2.

Legionnaires 4 - Lincolns 2

At the Sarnia Arena last Thursday, 
Lincolns let 1-0 and 2-1 leads slip 
away and dropped a 4-2 decision to 
the last-place Legionnaires.

Legionnaires (11-33-1-1) went into 
the game already eliminated from the 
playoff picture.

Lincs' forward Kevin Perrott opened 
the scoring on a powerplay at 5:20 of 
the first period. After Josh Glavin tied 
it 1-1 at 5:21 of the middle frame, de-
fenceman Jordan Daer put Lincolns 
ahead again just under three minutes 
later with their second powerplay 
goal of the night. Sarnia's Joel Ver-
speeten scored at the 12:28 mark and 
the teams finished 40 minutes dead-
locked 2-2.

Jett Morningstar's powerplay goal six 
minutes into the third stood up as the 
winner for the Legionnaires. Ryan 
Richardson added an empty-netter 
with 18 seconds to play.

"We had hopes for a better result," 
coach Bradley lamented. "Our pow-
erplay woke up, but everything else 
decided to stay home in St. Marys to-
night.

"I challenged the group to have a bet-
ter third period, but we went out and 
took an undisciplined penalty and 
Sarnia scored on the powerplay. But 
it was a lot of things that cost us the 
game – odd-man rushes and turn-
overs . . .

"It's definitely not the way we want to 
be playing right now. It's disappoint-

ing that we're going to limp into the 
playoffs. We're going to have to find 
our way here quickly, and we don't 
have much time to do it, or we're go-
ing to let a lot of people down."

Ryan Wheeler (6-10) went the dis-
tance for St. Marys, which was out-
shot 27-25. Despite the loss, Lincs 

won the season series 4-2.

Upcoming: Lincolns play their fi-
nal regular-season game this Friday, 
Apr. 1 at 7:30 p.m. They're hosting St. 
Thomas and hope to have a big crowd 
on 'Fill the Rink' night.

The first round of GOJHL playoffs be-
gins Apr. 6.

SPORTS —

Lincolns out-shoot Nationals, but can't beat goaltender

Full field for Wellington Brewery bonspiel on Saturday

Continued from page 14

BAD ASPHALT?
Call Liz for a free estimate.  

519-284-3737

www.apmg.ca
Office: 519.284.3737 | 12 Industrial Rd., St. Marys

Vice Jim McCutcheon, left, and skip Pat Murray discuss an upcoming shot by the skip during 
the Wellington Brewery men's bonspiel this past Saturday at the St. Marys Curling Club. Eight 
teams competed. The division finals in the men's competitive league are on Wednesday night of 
this week.  (Payton photo)

Aaron Waugh intently follows his shot during the Wellington Brew-
ery men's bonspiel on Saturday at the St. Marys Curling Club. 
The two-day Continental Cup event is this weekend, Apr. 2-3.                          
(Payton photo)
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By Pat Payton

Coach Bob Davis thinks an almost 
two-week layoff hurt his team's 
chances in their OMHA qualifying 
playoff series.

In the pivotal third game of the se-
ries last Wednesday at the PRC, a 
third-period comeback fell just a little 
short as the Firefighter U13 'BB' Rock 
dropped a 3-2 decision to the Drag-
ons. The win gave Dorchester a 2-1 
lead in the best-of-five series. Due 
to the March Break recess, the teams 
hadn't played for 13 days.

Dragons grabbed a 1-0 lead late in 
the first period, connecting with a 
sharp-angled shot. After a couple of 
big stops by Rock goalie Parker Levy 
early in the middle frame, the visitors 
took advantage of a St. Marys turn-
over and made it 2-0 on a breakaway. 
Two more big stops by Levy late in 
the period kept the Firefighters with-
in striking distance.

Davis's squad played its best hockey 
in the final 15 minutes.

With 7:29 left to play, the Rock thought 
they had scored. The officials ruled 
that the Dorchester net had come 
off its moorings as the puck crossed 
the red line, and waved it off. Finally, 
with 6:01 remaining, Charles Bender 
connected on a powerplay to get Fire-
fighters on the scoreboard. Ben Ew-
ing assisted.

After Dragons regained a two-goal 
advantage with 4:37 to play, St. Marys 
applied strong pressure the rest of 
the way. Coach Davis pulled Levy for 

a sixth attacker with 1:50 remain-
ing, and Hayden Wright scored for 
the Rock with 17 seconds left on the 
clock. Dominic Marziali made a nice 
pass to set up the goal, and captain 
Zach Larmer earned a second assist. 
However, that's as close as the home 
team would get.

"I think the layoff hurt us tonight," 
Davis said. "We've been practicing 
high-tempo, but we didn't come out 
that way. I think the problem was, we 
were afraid of making a mistake.

"Our passes were just off, our timing 
was just off. I think we were worried 
too much about making a mistake. You 
don't get the bounces when you're not 
going forward. Once we had nothing 
to lose, we started playing our game. 
The last five or six minutes was our 
game, and we came back and scored 
two goals and had some other real 
good chances."

Davis said both goalies played well, 
giving their respective teams a chance 
to win.

"Parker played really well and kept us 
in it. And the Dorchester goalie also 
played really well. We had four or five 
chances tonight that could have gone 
in. We were a little snake-bitten, too."

Looking ahead to Game 4 the follow-
ing night in Dorchester, Davis had 
this to say.

"The last five minutes tonight (Mar. 
23) taught us that we have to play 
our game. Our game is to play without 
fear of making a mistake.

"The first week, they won here and 

we won there. If we play (Thursday) 
night like we did the last five minutes 
tonight, we should be able to take that 
game."

Team plays hard

On Thursday, Dragons claimed the se-
ries in four games with a 6-1 victory 
on home ice. The contest was closer 
than the score might indicate.

"I really think the March Break hurt 
us; we lost the momentum we had, for 
sure," Davis told the newspaper. "The 
kids came to play and played hard. 
We were maybe not as tenacious as 
we were before the break, but much 

better than Wednesday's game.

"We gave ourselves chances and out-
shot them easily 2 to 1. Dorchester 
played well though.  We didn't lose 
the game – they won it and they had 
to work to do it. A few bounces go dif-
ferently or a couple of saves go in and 
the game could easily have gone the 
other way. We did not give up at all . . . 
even when the score was too much to 
come back, we still didn't give up. The 
kids played with dignity and sports-
manship right to the end."

Dragons now advance to the provin-
cial 'BB' championship tournament 
in Barrie.

SPORTS —
Firefighter U13 BBs fall to Dragons in four games

Centre Donovan McGregor, of the Firefighter U13 'BB' team, sends a pass up 
ice to a teammate during Game 3 last Wednesday night at the PRC. Dorchester 
Dragons emerged with a 3-2 victory to take a 2-1 lead in the best-of-five OMHA 
qualifying playoff series.  (Payton photo)

Head coach Bob Davis huddles with his Firefighter U13 'BB' team between peri-
ods last Wednesday night at the PRC. A late third-period charge fell just a little 
short as the Firefighters dropped a 3-2 playoff decision to the Dorchester Drag-
ons.  (Payton photo)
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SPORTS —

Cement U18 'BB' winger Lucas McCurdy looks for a rebound in front of Strathroy 
Jr. Rockets' goalie Lucas Goulart last Thursday night at the PRC. Goulart shut the 
door on the Rock, leading Strathroy to a 2-0 victory in the fifth and deciding game 
of their OMHA qualifying playoff series.  (Payton photo)

Cement U18 'BB' defencemen Mason Boonstra (12), right, and Jeremy Stephens 
(9) help goalie Will Galloway defend his net against the Strathroy Jr. Rockets last 
Thursday night at the PRC. Galloway played a strong game, continually making 
big stops to keep the Cement men in the game.  (Payton photo)

Cement U18 'BB' squad runs into hot Rockets' goalie
Bid to gain berth in provincial tournament sidelined in Game 5 last Thursday night

By Pat Payton

It was obviously not the way Brent 
Rae and his Cement U18 'BB' team 
wanted to end their 2021-22 season.

At the PRC last Thursday night, the 
Cement men ran into a hot goalten-
der named Lucas Goulart. He stopped 
everything the Rock fired his way, 
leading the Strathroy Jr. Rockets to 
a 2-0 victory. The win gave Rockets 
the best-of-five OMHA qualifying se-
ries 3-2 and a berth in the provincial 
championship tournament in Wind-
sor, Apr. 1-3.

"We peppered him, but for some rea-
son couldn't get a puck past him," 
coach Rae said. "We can't be up-
set with that effort though. That's 
sometimes the way it goes. The score 
doesn't always reflect how the game 
was played.

"I think we out-played them, but we 
were gripping our sticks a little too 
tight tonight. I think we were a little 
nervous in front of the big home-
town crowd."

Shots on net were likely 2-to-1 in fa-
vour of St. Marys. Cement goalie Will 
Galloway played equally as well as 
Goulart, continually making key stops 
to keep his team in the game. One of 
Galloway's biggest saves came late 
in the first period when he denied a 
Strathroy forward on a shorthanded 
breakaway.

With 1:36 left in the opening frame, 
Rockets' Cameron Mackey scored 
what proved to be the winner on a 

powerplay. It came with just three 
seconds remaining in a St. Marys trip-
ping penalty.

The Rock hit a post on a deflection 
midway through the second period, 
but the puck stayed out. On a Strath-
roy powerplay, a couple of more big 
stops by Galloway late in the period 
kept the home team within striking 
distance.

Goalie shuts the door

The Cement men generated lots of 
chances on two powerplays early in 
the third, but couldn't get a puck be-
hind Goulart.

"Again, we had our chances, but 
somehow couldn't get one past him," 
Rae said. "When you're down, the 
time always seems to go quicker. 
When you're up, it always seems to 
go slow. But it's a good Strathroy team 
over there. It was their best game of 
the series for sure."

With time becoming a factor, the des-
perate Rock applied big pressure in 
the final five minutes. With just under 
50 seconds to play, Rae pulled Gallo-
way for a sixth attacker. After a cou-
ple of good St. Marys chances, Dante 
Brock sealed the win for the Rockets 
when he hit the empty net with 14 
seconds remaining.

It was the first victory by a visiting 
team in the series.

"For a lot of our guys, it was their last 
game in Midget," coach Rae noted. 
"You try everything you can to win, 

but it doesn't always work out that 
way. And we had two chances to get 
(to the provincial tournament). That's 
the tough thing. It can't all be Cinder-
ella stories."

Rae added that he was "100 per cent" 
proud of his players' efforts all sea-
son. "It was a great year," he said. 
"I've coached a lot of these boys a 
long time."

Tie series at home

In Game 4 last Tuesday in Strathroy, 
the Jr. Rockets tied the series 2-2 with 
a 4-1 victory.

"I don't think the score really dictated 
the game," coach Rae said. "We had a 
lot of opportunities that we didn't get 
the right bounces and capitalize on."

Rockets scored on a 5-on-3 power-
play, and also added an empty-netter. 
Captain Ethan Froggett scored the 
lone St. Marys goal on a powerplay. 
Nic Kiestra went the distance in net.

"It's been a pretty even series; it's 
whoever gets the bounces," Rae added. 
"We're both fast-skating, high-tempo 
teams, and don't take a lot of penal-
ties. You have to get down to the dirty 
areas to score. I think we're the better 
team, but things don't always turn out 
that way."

In Game 3 the previous night at the 
PRC, the Cement men grabbed a 2-1 
series lead with a deserving 5-2 win.

The Rock took a slim 1-0 lead into 
the third, and then broke it open with 
four third-period goals. Centre Kirk 

Boreham scored twice, while the sin-
gles came off the sticks of defence-
man Mason Boonstra, Kaleb Schalk 
and Lucas McCurdy.

"We had chances, but they weren't 
going in the first two periods," coach 
Rae said. "The puck started going 
in for us in the third. We've been 
preaching that we needed to get dirty 
in front of their net, win those battles, 
and that's where we got the majority 
of our goals tonight."

Will Galloway earned the victory in 
net.

Notes:

–Two minutes into Game 5 last Thurs-
day, the contest was delayed for 20 to 
25 minutes because of poor ice con-
ditions in front of both nets. "Both 
creases are really bad," referee Ian 
Waugh told the Independent. "It's 
almost like playing pond hockey out 
there."

At Waugh's request, a member of the 
PRC staff resurfaced the middle por-
tion of the ice to make it more safe for 
the players.

–The deciding game was hard-fought 
and physical, but both teams showed 
good discipline for the most part.

–After the series, coaches on both 
teams praised their opponent.

–Five players are age-eligible to re-
turn to the U18 'BB' team next season: 
Ian and Owen Boyd, Lucas McCurdy, 
Ethan Brine and Lucan Vernooy.
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*conditions apply.

JACKSON’S PHARMACY

We deliver same day free & offer curbside pickup!
jacksonsorders@sunshinedrugs.com•519.284.1491

“MED packs take a
lot of the guess work
and stress out of the 
equation. Our parents
are thrilled with it.”

Jennifer S.

Ask our team today 
if MyEasyDose

 MED packs
can benefit you or 

your loved one. 

Bamb�
Sh�ts
Sale

KING 2999

QUEEN 2799

FULL 2599

Until April 8th

The six St. Marys girls pose for a photo in their red Team Ontario jerseys. From left are: 
Alison Goldsworthy, Emily McCurdy, Abby Cunningham, Alia Linton, Kaitie Gratton and 
Jordan Hunter. The Eastern Canadians are April 14-17 in Halifax.  (Contributed)

Local players heading to Eastern Canadians in Halifax
Six St. Marys girls are members of the Dorchester Dragons U19 'A' ringette team
By Pat Payton

OTTAWA - The Dorchester Drag-
ons won the U19 'A' Provincial 
championship here recently and 
are now planning to head to Hal-
ifax (April 14 to 17) as Team On-
tario to compete in the Eastern 
Canadian Ringette Championship 
against provincial representatives 
from Quebec, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
land.

The U19 'A' Dorchester Dragons 
have six St. Marys Snipers on their 
roster: Alia Linton, Emily McCurdy, 
Kaitie Gratton, Alison Goldswor-
thy, Jordan Hunter and goalie Abby 
Cunningham.

In Ottawa, the Dragons competed 
against 16 teams from across the 
province in four pools, finishing 
tied for fourth with a 4-1 record. 
The championship was held at four 
local rinks from March 17-20. They 
knocked out heavily-favoured West 
Ottawa 2-1 in a mini-game (one pe-
riod, plus sudden-death) to reach 
the semi-finals where they defeat-
ed Sault Ste. Marie 6-3. Forest de-

feated Metcalfe (near Ottawa) 4-1 
to set up a final battle between the 
Southwestern Ontario rivals.

Linton fires late winner

Forest dominated play early, build-
ing a 4-3 lead halfway through the 
game, but Dorchester stormed back 
as they had done all tournament to 
tie the score late. With two minutes 
to go, Alia Linton ripped home a 
top-corner shot to give the Drag-
ons a 5-4 lead that netminder Abby 
Cunningham would maintain–
stopping a desperate last-minute 
push by Forest.

McCurdy had a great provincials 
with four goals and eight assists for 
12 points in eight games. She tied 
for fourth in the tourney scoring 
race. Linton clicked for five goals 
and three assists for eight points in 
eight games.

Notes: There will be four age di-
visions competing in Halifax: Un-
der-14 (U14), Under-16 (U16), Un-
der-19 (U19), and U18+ A (open). 
Halifax also hosted the Eastern 
Canadians in 2018.
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COMMUNITY —

COME SEE US 
TODAY!

14 Given Road, St Marys
 519-349-2300

Employment Opportunities - email  jamie.fitzgerald@turfcare.ca

Candidate Information Session
April 6  |  7 PM 

Virtual event with in-person viewing option at
Perth East Recreation Complex (Milverton)

So You Want to Run for Council?
April 13  |  7 PM 

Virtual event with in-person viewing option at
Pyramid Recreation Centre (St. Marys)

2022 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
The Town of St. Marys and its Perth County partners are hosting

two free information sessions for those interested in running in the
upcoming municipal and school board trustee elections.

townofstmarys.com/election  |  519-284-2340, ext. 212

By Spencer Seymour

The Pride Banner program has 
been finalized.

After months of exploring different 
options for a public Pride installa-
tion, the Town settled on a stretch 
of banners lining the downtown 
and adjoining streets, similar to the 
municipality's Remembrance Day 
banners.

Banners will be hung seasonally on 
light standards in and around the 
Downtown, with the specific loca-
tions pictured in the adjacent imag-
es. The 12 spots circled in red will 
feature the main Inclusion banners 
and will stay up from May 1st to 
November 1st, while the 18 blue 
circles indicate the locations of 
flags representing various sub-seg-
ments of the LGBTQ+ community. 
These 18 banners will stay in place 
during Pride Month, held annual-
ly in June, after which they will be 
switched out with the Town's sea-
sonal banners.

The Town hasn't received any neg-
ative feedback about the program 

and Stratford-Perth Pride has ex-
pressed a high level of support 
for the initiative, according to the 
report from Town staff. Additional 
Inclusion banners will be ordered 
to ensure quick replacement in the 
event of damage or vandalism. The 
total projected cost for the banner 
program this year is $3,309.61.

Council also approved an amended 
policy for the seasonal installation 
of on-street features for retail and 
dining businesses. This comes af-
ter a downtown patio pilot program 
was deemed successful in 2021. 
The report from staff stated that 
they had not received any major 
complaints as a result of the pilot 
program. The one major change 
suggested by members of Council 
was, in order to ensure that all of 
Queen Street doesn't become lined 
with patios given the inclusion of 
retail businesses in the policy, that 
the area of patios and displays 
shall not exceed five percent of the 
total downtown on-street parking 
spaces.

Council approves Pride Banner program, 
Downtown patio policy
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Notice of Completion of the Consultation Report 
Alternative Low Carbon Fuel Use at the St. Marys Cement Plant  

Background 
St. Marys Cement Inc. (SMC) a company of Votorantim 
Cimentos North America (VCNA) is undertaking efforts to use 
Alternative Low Carbon Fuels (ALCF) as an energy source for 
their St. Marys Cement Plant (the Site). This initiative will 
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Ontario 
while diverting materials from landfills. The Site is located at 
585 Water Street South, in St. Marys, Ontario. SMC has 
current Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA), 
Number 4546-AQ9GMB, that was issued on August 31, 2017.  

Alternative Low Carbon Fuel Study  
In keeping with best practices being implemented around the 
world, SMC has initiated the preparation of an Amendment 
ECA Application under O. Reg. 79/15 of the Environmental 
Protection Act to use ALCFs at the Site. As part of the 
Amendment ECA Application, SMC is requesting approval to:  

• operate with a daily throughput of ALCFs at the Site of up 
to 175 tonnes per day;  

• use ALCFs that may include the following example ALCF 
materials that are grouped into the associated ALCF 
material baskets (as noted in parathesis): 
• shredded wood from post construction waste 

(Construction & Demolition By-Products and 
Biomass Materials baskets) 

• nested plastics and paper and shredded caps, labels and bags (Non-Recyclable Plastics and Non-Recyclable Paper 
Fiber/Wood/Plastic Composites baskets) 

• shredded conveyor belt rubber and shredded conveyor skirt rubber (Rubber materials (non-tire derived) basket) 
• install new equipment to feed ALCFs; and  
• install ALCF storage using enclosed containers and buildings. 

The above noted ALCFs would meet the criteria set out in O. Reg. 79/15. 

In addition, SMC is seeking approval under O. Reg. 419/05 to use of Hydrogen as a fuel or for optimization of fuel combustion 
efficiency. 

Consultation Report  
SMC held two public meetings for this project, Public Meeting #1 on November 18, 2021 and Public Meeting #2 on February 3, 
2022, in addition to other consultation undertaken to support this Project.  
 
SMC has completed a Consultation Report for this project that is now available to interested parties to view on the 
Project website: http://www.stmaryscement.com/Pages/Sustainability/St-Marys-Alternative-Low-Carbon-Fuels.aspx 
 
The Consultation Report provides a summary of all consultation activities that have been conducted throughout the study 
including the following:  

• an overview of the information that was provided at the public meetings; 
• a record of feedback that was received throughout the Project; 
• a summary of any discussions that SMC had with Indigenous communities regarding the Project; 
• a description of what SMC did to respond to concerns expressed during the consultation process; and 
• copies of all notices, reports and other materials prepared for and used in the public meetings. 

 

ALCF Application to MECP  

SMC will be submitting the ALCF Application under O. Reg 79/15 for an Amendment to their current ECA (end of March 2022).  

In addition to the Consultation Report, further information about this study, including materials from Public Meeting #1 and 
Public Meeting #2, are available on the Project website noted above. 

Contact Us 
St Marys Cement values your input on this matter. Please contact our Project Team for more information about this Project, or if 
you have any questions about the process: 

E-mail: StMarys_ALCF@golder.com 

Ruben Plaza 
St. Marys Cement, 

Environmental Manager, Canada 
Phone: 905-243-5841 

 

Kate Liubansky 
Golder Associates Ltd. 
Air Quality Specialist 

Phone: 905-567-4444 
 

 

COMMUNITY —

THE 
ROARING
TWENTIES

GALA

The St. Marys Healthcare Foundation invites you to

AT THE PYRAMID RECREATION CENTRE  
MAY 28TH, 2022 @ 6 PM 

 
Special Guest Speaker: 

Clara Hughes 
Six-Time Olympic Medalist & Mental Health Advocate 

 
Tickets go on sale THIS Friday, April 1st! Tickets can be
purchased through our website, under the Events page. 

https://stmaryshealthcare.foundation/events/
  

Join us for a fun-filled evening! 

The annual remuneration for Town 
Council, which outlines salaries and 
expenses, was issued by Andre Morin, 
Director of Finance/Treasurer for the 
Town. It should be noted that because 
of the Pandemic, expenses are lower 

this year with no elected official at-
tending any conferences during the 
year and only one report for mileage. 
Amounts are rounded off to the near-
est dollar.

Council remuneration 
for the year 2021 issued

     

Mayor Strathdee $32,933 $69 $37,002

Coun. Pridham $15,545 $760 $600 $16,905

Coun. Luna $15,545 $520 $600 $16,665

Coun. Hainer $15,545 $600 $16,145

Coun. Edney $15,545 $600 $16,145

Coun. Craigmile $15,545 $15,545

Coun. Winter $15,545 $15,545

Totals $126,203 $1,280 $2,400 $69 $129,952

Are You A Newcomer To
The St. Marys Area?

The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 
Package for you to pick up at the library!

• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346
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Services We O�er!
• Floor sander rental • Lexan cutting • Pool and Spa Water 

Testing • Paint colour matching & tinting • Key cutting • BBQ 
Parts ordering • Water delivery • Glass cutting • Screen repair

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6   |  Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

www.samshomehardware.com 

Real Estate
buying/selling/mortgages

Family Law
Estate planning

and most areas of Law
visit our new website at 

www.sherwinlaw.ca
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COMMUNITY —

By Lauren Eedy

The Ingersoll Theatre of Performing 
Arts (ITOPA) presents the theatrical 
premiere of Jenny’s Place, written and 
directed by St. Marys’ own Don Van 
Galen. As a seasoned community the-
atre actor, and director, this was Don’s 
debut as a playwright. Let me tell you, 
he did not disappoint. 

After being forced to postpone the 
play twice due to Covid restrictions, 
Jenny’s Place was finally able to make 
its appearance to the thrill of audi-
ence members, cast and crew. The 
cast of 8, dressed in traditional period 
costume and a set to give the illusion 
of an 1880s boarding house provided 
the perfect backdrop to set the stage 
for this comedy. Being back in the 
theatre was a real treat for everyone, 
especially when surrounded by the 
sounds of laughter emitting from the 
audience. I couldn’t think of a better 
play to attend for our first experience 
back to the thrill of experiencing per-
forming arts firsthand. 

Jenny’s Place is the story of a one-
time madame in the 1880’s, who has 
moved to a Saskatchewan prairie 
town with a pair of her former ‘girls’.  
They try to start a new life by reopen-
ing a rundown boarding house, but 
the local minister, a snobby mayor’s 
wife, gamblers, and an old flame serve 

up comedic misunderstandings, witty 
schemes, and double entendres.  “The 
comedy comes from many different 
circumstances,” said Van Galen.  “Be-
sides physical comedy, the play deals 
with topics like religion, sex and 
money.  Humour is sometimes the 
best way to handle a taboo topic.” He 
adds, “Jenny is that unique character 
oft seen in old westerns; the sophisti-
cated Madame with a heart of gold…

[she] is a celebration of a thoroughly 
modern, liberated woman, well ahead 
of her time. But it is the Reverend that 
undergoes a transformation; strug-
gling with unfamiliar situations and 
internal conflicts.” 

The lead character of Jenny is por-
trayed by Liane Gregory-Sterrit, who 
also resides in St. Marys. Her deliv-
ery doesn’t miss a beat as she strives 
to turn a new leaf with ‘her girls’ in 

a new town while trying to exemplify 
virtuous traits to her inquisitive fel-
low townspeople. This is a clear open-
ing for the comedic delivery which 
follows her everywhere as her past 
is something she can’t simply escape 
but must learn to reconcile with. This 
proves more difficult for some than 
others. Her fellow castmates each 
offer their own unique characters to 
her plight, often resulting in inuendo, 
a few elbow nudges, and the audience 
erupting with laughter. 

Money, sex, religion, drinking, pol-
itics, and gossip are all topics and 
themes which both distress and titil-
late throughout the play. I would add 
at the heart of this comedy lie the un-
derlying themes of love, acceptance 
and forgiveness.

This is certainly a must-see original 
Canadian production by one of our 
very own and I encourage you to get 
your tickets soon. Although, I would 
not be surprised to see this produced 
time and again in the future as it is 
truly a theatrical hit!

Tickets are still available for the fol-
lowing remaining dates March 31st, 
April 1st, 2nd* and 3rd*   7:30pm per-
formances and 2:00* matinee perfor-
mances. 

www.itopa.ca or by calling the Box Of-
fice at (519) 485-3070  

Jenny’s Place – The Premiere of an Original Comedy

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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By Mary Smith

This week’s Historic St. Marys pho-
tograph is not as old as most that 
appear with this column. It does, 
however, mark an event of interest 
in the history of the community. The 
date was October 30, 2010; Nelda 
Oliver was the photographer. Jamie 
Hahn, outgoing mayor at that time, is 
with Mike Dunnell, centre, and Milt 
Dunnell Jr. is on the right. The two 
brothers have just unveiled a plaque 
describing the history of the Flats 
and commemorating their father, 
Milt Dunnell, who died on January 3, 
2008, at the age of 102. In December 
2005, the Flats had been renamed 
Milt Dunnell Field in honour of 
his 100th birthday. Although these 
events are relatively recent, some 
people don’t know why the Town of 
St. Marys named this popular park 
after the legendary sports journalist.

Milton William Ryan Dunnell was 
born in Downie Township on De-
cember 24, 1905, the son of John 
Dunnell and Minnie Maude Ryan. 
His great-grandparents, John and 
Ann Dunnell, were among the earli-
est settlers in this area, arriving ca 
1843. They farmed on Lot 7, North 
Boundary Concession of Blanshard 
Township, just east of the town lim-
its. Milt’s grandfather, William, took 
over the farm after John died in 1885. 
By the 1901 census, William was a 
widower, living with his three sons, 
John, Andrew and William. The sons 
supplemented the farm’s income by 
working in the flax industry. John 
married Minnie Ryan in the early 
1900s and they had their own home 
nearby in Downie Township where 
their first child, Milton, was born. By 
1911, John and Minnie had moved to 
a house on Maiden Lane in St. Marys. 
They now had three children: Milton, 
John and Marjorie. John Senior was 
listed as a labourer and may have 
worked in one of the local flax mills.

Milt grew up with his brother and 
sister in the west ward and attend-
ed St. Marys public schools. Their 
neighbour, Miss Lillian Ingersoll, 
was probably one of their teachers. 
As a youngster, Milt would have ex-
plored along the banks of the Thames 
and been interested in any activities 
taking place across the river on the 
Flats. At that time, lacrosse was the 
main sport in St. Marys and the town 
had junior and intermediate teams 
in area leagues. Home games were 
played on the Flats (also known as 
the Athletic Field.) Although a small 
admission price was charged, there 
were various ways known to local 
boys to bypass the admission gate 
and get close enough to enjoy the 

games.

Milt was a clever student. Of all the 
students at Central School, he had 
the top results in his year’s entrance 
examinations to the St. Marys Colle-
giate Institute. In the 1921 census, he 
was listed as a collegiate student, age 
15. He actually got his start in jour-
nalism at school when he was ap-
pointed editor of the year book, the 
Collegiate Echo. He could have ex-
celled at higher studies but, for Milt, 
this was not an option. He needed 
to – and probably wanted to – start 
working to help support his family. 
He left school when he was 16 for a 
job in the local post office. Possibly, 
another west ward neighbour, Bert 
Lancaster, the St. Marys postmaster, 
recommended him for this work.

Milt still had time for sports and 
played lacrosse for the local team. He 
was a member of the Verdun Club, a 
young men’s group at St. James An-
glican Church that sponsored teams 
for town league competition in bas-
ketball, hockey and baseball. Less 
conventionally, perhaps – and cer-
tainly not church-sponsored – he 
also developed his life-long love of 
gambling during his teenage years in 
St. Marys. He later said that the two 
local policemen got to know him well, 
searching for him and his buddies 
in various dark corners of the town 
where they liked to shoot craps. His 
family confirmed that although Milt 
loved to gamble, it was not an addic-
tion. He once told an interviewer: “I 
never bet a dollar I wasn’t prepared 
to lose. I never put my family at risk.”

Writing still appealed to him and in 
1929, Milt got his first newspaper job 
as a reporter for the Journal Argus. 
His first assignment was to cover 
Labour Day Celebrations, organized 
by the Women’s Institute, on the 
Flats. This occasion did feature some 
sports, including children’s running 
races but the young reporter also 
had to cover novelty events such as 
a nail driving contest, a boot race, a 
candle race and a clothes pin race. 
There were prizes for the youngest 
child on the grounds, the oldest man 
and woman, the girl with the longest 
hair and the man with the least hair. 
Several exhibition softball games 
did give Milt a chance to practice 
his sports reporting skills. The most 
entertaining featured the St. Marys 
Girls Team versus a team of local “Fat 
Men.” He wrote: “From the start it was 
plainly seen that the Fat Men did not 
have a chance. The girls slugged the 
ball until every man on the field was 
on the point of exhaustion.”

Before long, Milt Dunnell moved on 
to accept a position as a general re-
porter for a daily paper, the nearby 
Stratford Beacon Herald. In Stratford, 
he met Dorothy Pigeon when she 
came home to visit her parents from 
her work as a hospital nurse in De-
troit. They were married in July 1938 
and were in Stratford when World 
War II was declared. Milt joined the 
Perth Regiment reserves and during 
a training camp at Ipperwash, an-
other legend evolved. One evening, 
he and a fellow reservist, his pal, J. 
Waldo Monteith, had a great streak 

of luck. With Monteith’s bankroll and 
Milt’s dice, they took on all comers at 
a marathon craps shooting session, 
using the regimental bass drum as 
the table. Monteith later served as a 
minister in John Diefenbaker’s cabi-
net. For Milt Dunnell, life also moved 
forward. In 1942, he joined the To-
ronto Star.

The Dunnells bought a house in the 
new suburb of Willowdale. There 
Milt and Dorothy raised their two 
sons. In 1949, Milt moved to the 
Star’s sports department and his 
career and reputation took off. His 
son, Mike, recalled: “At one point, he 
was sports editor of the Toronto Star; 
wrote five columns a week; attend-
ed major sports events all over the 
world; did two radio shows a day; was 
on a weekly national television pro-
gram; did freelance for publications 
like Sports Illustrated.” As the years 
passed, he did slow down, of course, 
but he kept on writing. His last col-
umn for the Star was written in 1994 
when Milt was 89. Dorothy died that 
same year.

Throughout his successful years in 
Toronto, Dunnell always remem-
bered that St. Marys was his home-
town and kept in touch many of his 
old friends, often helping them get 
tickets for such events as the Grey 
Cup when it was played in Toronto. 
In July 1967, he brought his family 
to town for Centennial celebrations 
and was part of the ceremony when 
the ball diamond by the Quarry was 
given the name Teddy’s Field after 
long-time ball enthusiast Ted Black-
man. In November 1992, the Town of 
St. Marys held a special evening for 
Dunnell, naming him the town’s first 
Honorary Citizen.

Before town council made the de-
cision to re-name the Flats in his 
honour, Mayor Jamie Hahn sent him 
a letter asking his permission. Milt 
replied that although he generally 
didn’t like such attention, the Flats 
was the one location in St. Marys he 
remembered so fondly that he would 
agree to this recognition. He died 
just a little more than two years later.

In 2010, when the Dunnell clan gath-
ered for the historic plaque unveil-
ing, the guests lingered to chat af-
ter the ceremony. The little children 
got restless until someone found a 
baseball and a child-size bat in the 
trunk of a car. The children went to 
the nearby diamond and while sev-
eral parents pitched and fielded, Milt 
Dunnell’s great-grandchildren hit 
the ball and ran the bases.

HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Flats Renamed

HISTORY —
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COMMUNITY —
Live Music at the Turtle

Local musicians Jaron Camp and Rachael Frankruyter, aka "York Street 
Thought Process", delighted patrons at the Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters 
on Queen Street with their wonderful performance this past Saturday after-
noon. This was the first live music session held at the establishment since 
prior to the pandemic and the first of a series of live performances going 
forward. York Street Thought Process will be back at Snapping Turtle on Sat-
urday, April 9th.  (Catherine Cumming photo) 
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COLUMN —

The bees are waking up. 
Or they will be in a few 
weeks. And they will be 
ready to welcome vis-
itors to Huckleberry 
Hives.

Well, to be completely 
honest, I’m not sure the 
bees actually care if you 
visit or not. But Jodi Roth 
certainly does – she’s the 
owner, operator and en-
thusiastic educator and 
host at Huckleberry 
Hives, a beekeeper with 
six years' experience 
who is more than eager 
to fill you in on every-
thing you might want to 
know about bees with 
her guests.

I, along with a few oth-
er travel writers, spent 
some time at Huckle-
berry Hives last fall, as 
guests of Jodi and the 
folks at Perth County 
Tourism. The visit was 
fascinating, from start to 
finish and the honey we 
took home was delicious.

I didn’t write about it 
at the time because we 
were the last visitors of 

the year before the bees 
were put to bed for the 
colder months. But now, 
we’re a few weeks away 
from re-opening. So I’m 
giving you a heads-up 
about a really fascinat-
ing day trip, right in all 
of our back yards. Sign 
up as soon as you can 
– visitors must have an 
appointment to enjoy 
the Huckleberry expe-
rience. Jodi has let me 
know that the first block 
of 2022 tickets for the 
“Buzz About Bees” tour 
will be made available, 
online (huckleberry-
hives.ca), around May 1, 
for visits beginning near 
the end of May or early 
June.

A visit to Huckleber-
ry Hives is packed with 
interest, a significant 
amount of adventure (as 
you share your environ-
ment with curious bees), 
and the oddly entertain-
ing experience of climb-
ing into the full costume 
of a beekeeper.

Jodi welcomed us and 
gave a brief but infor-
mation-packed intro-
duction to the art and 
science of beekeeping. 
Her business includes 
two aspects – honey pro-
duction, including all re-
lated products, and the 
breeding and marketing 
of valuable queen bees. 
She has become a valued 
supplier of high quality 
queen bees to apiarists 
all over North America. 
We learned a bit about 

both.

When it comes to bee-
keeping, the numbers 
are pretty astonishing. 
In the summer months, 
one hive may contain 
80,000 bees, but only one 
queen. That queen, how-
ever, will lay between 
1,000 and 3,000 eggs a 
day.

Queen bees live from 
two to five years, while 
the forager bees, those 
that travel far and wide 
to harvest nectar, live 
only 45 days or so. I’m 
willing to bet that almost 
no visitors to Huckleber-
ry Hives arrive with this 
kind of information at 
their fingertips. So your 
time here is highly edu-
cational.

But it’s also a lot of fun. 
During our visit, we tast-
ed honeycomb and we 
made beeswax candles 
(a test of patience, as you 
add a thin extra layer of 

wax each time you dip 
your wick into the warm 
beeswax. I managed to 
make candles rough-
ly the size of those you 
would put on a birthday 
cake for a small child.)

Then we climbed into 
our beekeeping suits – 
coveralls, gloves, and 
those fabulous hats with 
veils that make you look 
like a bargain basement 
astronaut – and went to 
visit the hives. This part 
of the visit is called “an 
interactive hive tour” 
and Jodi delivers as 
promised. Members of 
the group got as up close 
and personal as they 
wanted, with the hives 
and the bees.

Jodi removed the lid 
and a layer from one of 
the hives and we got the 
chance to see the bees in 
action and to play “find 
the queen”. Not to brag, 
but I was first to spot 
her. The fact that she is 

many times larger than 
the others, and had a co-
loured dot to help identi-
fy her, was admittedly of 
some assistance.

The entire visit last-
ed about an hour and a 
half, time well spent for 
any visitor (unless you 
are highly allergic, of 
course). One of my take-
aways was amazement at 
how comfortable Jodi is 
with her bees, a perqui-
site to the job, I’m sure.

Beekeeping runs in Jo-
di’s family. Her brother 
has an apiary in New 
Hamburg.

There is a small shop 
with all kinds of honey, 
and a lovely variety of 
beeswax candles. You’ll 
find them on the web-
site as well, but to real-
ly appreciate the smells, 
tastes and textures, you 
need to visit in person, 
by appointment. Jodi’s 
business is located on 

the farm, at 4505 Line 
46, Gadshill.

My visit to Huckleber-
ry Hives was part of a 
tour organized by Perth 
County Tourism; the api-
ary is included on the 
Perth County Tourism’s 
“Discover More Adven-
tures” menu.  A click on 
perthcounty.ca will sur-
prise you with the array 
of day trip adventures 
only minutes from your 
front door (www.perth-
county.ca/en/discover/
discover-more-adven-
tures.aspx).

And undoubtedly, the 
sweetest of all these ad-
ventures involves a visit 
to Jodi Roth and her fly-
ing friends at Huckle-
berry Hives!

Paul Knowles is an au-
thor and travel writer. To 
contact Paul about trav-
el, his books, or speak-
ing engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

A bee-friendly neighbourhood. Jodi Roth, providing hands-in info to a visitor.

OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The buzz about bees at Huckleberry Hives

By Paul Knowles

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. March 20 - Kaeley Dunseith, Sebringville  $50.00

Mon. March 21 - Gary Van Bakel, Stratford  $50.00

Tues. March 22 - Marg Smale, Stratford  $50.00

Wed. March 23 - Terry Stere, Woodstock  $50.00

Thur. March 24 - Nancy French, Sebringville  $50.00

Fri. March 25 - Pro - North Auto, Stratford  $50.00

Sat. March 26 - Keith & Marie Ehgoetz, Stratford $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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COLUMN —

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Li-
brary

Kids Trivia may look a little different 
these days, but it’s still the program 
you know and love! To play along, 
look out for a Kids Trivia post on 
Facebook every Tuesday at 4:00pm. 
This post will contain a link to the 
Zoom meeting and the special week-
ly PIN for Kahoot.

Step 1: Click on the Zoom link to go 
straight to the meeting

Step 2: Open a second window on 
your computer and go to Kahoot.it

Step 3: In Kahoot, enter the PIN from 
the Facebook post and give yourself 
a fun nickname

Step 4: Watch Zoom for the questions 
and use Kahoot to submit your an-
swers

As always, all players are eligible 
for the $5 gift card at the end of the 
game, no matter how many questions 
they answer correctly. We look for-
ward to seeing you at Kids Trivia!

This Week’s Book Recommendation 

You may recall the 2015 movie 

“Room”, a film nominated for four 
Academy Awards, with Brie Larson 
taking home Best Actress for her 
role as Ma. The script was written 
by Irish Canadian Emma Donoghue 
based on her 2010 novel of the same 
name. Now that there is also a stage 
adaptation of the story, it’s a great 
time to go back and read the book 
that started it all. “Room” is the story 
of Jack and his Ma. For Ma, Room is 
a prison. For Jack, Room is the whole 
world. Room is in fact a single room 
dwelling in the backyard of the man 
who kidnapped Ma when she was 
nineteen. This harrowing story of 
love, confinement, and determina-
tion will continue to shock you as 
you rapidly turn the pages. Find out 
what happens next by reading Emma 
Donoghue’s “Room”, available on 
Libby and through Intralibrary Loan.

Up This Week

Friday, Apr. 1st: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Apr. 2nd: Read. Track. Win! 
Prize Draw (10:00am)

Monday, Apr. 4th: Open 10:30am-
8:00pm

Tuesday, Apr. 5th: Kids Trivia 
(4:00pm)

Wednesday, Apr. 6th: Writing Club 

(6:00pm)

Thursday, Apr. 7th: Open 10:30am-
8:00pm

Straight from the Shelves

Auto Service Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-5pm, Sat 8am-Noon | Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/CT
St. Marys Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 9am-5pm | PH: (519) 284-1690 

84 Wellington Street South, St. Marys, ON N4X 1C3

Spring is just around the 
corner, St. Marys

and we are here to help you get ready for all the jobs 
and joys of spring and summer! 

Shop our wide selection of yard cleanup 
and gardening essentials, BBQs and patio 
furniture, camping, kayaks, kids and adult 
bikes, spring cleaning and more. 

Now open until 7PM Monday through Friday for your shopping convenience
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A chew-chew 

train.

What do you call 

a train full of 

bubble gum?

Molly Haight (8)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Our Pet of the Week is Koko, a 9 month 
old Bernese Mountain Dog owned by the 
Haight family.  Koko loves playing with 
her family, snowy walks and getting into 

all kinds of mischief.  

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

127 Queen Street East - 519-284-4000
mcphailspet@quadro.net

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK” OWNER YOU HAVE WON 

A TREAT BAG FROM MCPHAIL’S
See store for details

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Thursday: 9am-5:30pm
Friday: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 11am-4pm

Now offering nail trims for 
dogs cats and small animals.
Call 519 - 284-4000 to make 

an appointment

- Word Search -

Alejandro Kirk

Danny Jansen

Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr

Cavan Biggio

Santiago Espinal

Bo Bichette

Matt Chapman

George Springer

Teoscar 
Hernandez

Lourdes    
Gurriel Jr

Raimel Tapia

2022 BLUE JAY HITTERS
Word List

Riddles
What did the banana 

say to the judge?

"I'm sure to win this 
case on a-peel"

Why did the 
students study in 
the aeroplane?

Because they 
wanted higher 

grades.

What is a volcano?

A mountain with 
heartburn

Why is the White 
House spotless?

Because it lives in 
WASHington

Why did the 
skeleton go to the 

store?

To get some spare 
ribs.

What do clothes and 
airplanes have in 

common?

Hangers

What do you call an 
Italian cow that likes 

coffee?

De-calf.

Why are ghosts 
always hungry?

Because the food 
goes right through 

them

How many sides 
does a circle have?

Two, inside and out.

What is black and 
white and read all 

over?

A newspaper.
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Lent is drawing to a close and in coming weeks 
congregations will hear about the path that Jesus 
walked: the waving of palms, having the last supper 
with the disciples, Jesus going to the cross and then 
the story of the empty tomb – triumph over death 
and the gift of new life. 

As a child Easter for me was simply about choc-
olate bunnies, fresh fruit salad (with maraschino 
cherries!) and a ham supper! It marked another 
time when we would have my grandparents over 
for a meal and Grampa would offer grace. He went 
to church regularly, but my family was not involved 
in any worshiping congregation. We were always 
thankful though and participated in helping others. 

Now as an adult and a Minister of Word & Sacra-
ment, Easter for me is about the whole journey of 
Jesus. Then, in the time of Jesus…well he was born 
into a time of political unrest (is there ever a time 
without this, I wonder) when pressure was placed 
on the supply and demand of goods available for 
trade to gain wealth from. Wait a minute…I said 
then…but isn’t that still the climate of today? Re-
sources such as oil and precious metals remain at 
the centre of much unrest. 

Then…Jesus threw himself into the middle of con-

versations about how the fringe of society was be-
ing treated. Then….Jesus threw himself into the 
middle of conversations about wealth and how it is 
acquired and what ‘Jubilee’ (that time of a redistri-
bution of goods and wealth that would take place to 
bring things back into balance between the ‘haves’ 
and the ‘have-nots’). Then…it was not an easy path 
that he took, ending up with his crucifixion (as 
though authorities could silence him). 

But with Easter and the empty tomb believers re-
ceived the Good News that hope is ever present – 
that new life is possible – that life can be lived in a 
different way. 

And guess what…even now we are fraught with the 
same issues but our path is not the path that Jesus 
took. Hopefully we continue to involve ourselves 
in questioning the injustices present in these mod-
ern times. Thank you to those who risk speaking 
up about green energy, clean water, racism and 
oppression, access to education and healthcare. In 
fact, this may be one of the transformational out-
comes of COVID, that during these past two years 
when we have not been able to gather around a ta-
ble for meals with family or friends we have been 
faced with quiet time to ponder. 

These past two years forced us to take a step back 
and re-evaluate how we live our lives – the pace we 
set and try to live up to, what it is we need versus 
what we want or have been encouraged to think we 
need. Transformation happened then in Jesus’ time 
and is celebrated not just at Easter time, but indeed 
every Sunday now  is still to be marked as a ‘little 
Easter’ – a new opportunity for transformation. The 
Good News remains that God isn’t finished with us 
yet! Amen!

Lenten series: By Rev. Gwen Ament 
of St. Marys Presbyterian Church
During Lent, Members of the St. Marys Ministerial will be submitting 
"Lenten Reflections" each week

COLUMN —
LOOKING
BACK

Robins a constant of spring

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1997)

Six members of the Stonetown Gymnastics Club - Lindsay 
Stuart, Robin Bremner, Nigel Honan-Loucks, Lindsay Harris, 
Allison Shelton, and Brittany Dufour - excelled at a regional 
competition in London earlier this month. Combined, the St. 
Marys girls won a total of 27 ribbons: 6 gold, 12, silver, and 9 
bronze.

Rob Staffen won the Lady Byng and Referee-of-the-Year in 
the Monday night NBC League this season.

A London man pleaded guilty in Stratford court on Monday to 
the break and enter at Claude Electric last week, and received 
a total of 18 months in jail, a $700 fine, a three-year license 
suspension, and two years’ probation.

The Arthur Meighen “Green Rangers” had a successful com-
munity cleanup date. About 100 grade 5, 6, and 7 students 
gathered about 275 lbs. of garbage and 60 lbs. of recyclables 
on Monday afternoon.

50 years ago (1972)

An unidentified man has been offering young girls a ride 
in his car around town recently, according to complaints re-
ceived by police. In one case, the driver offered a girl 50 cents 
to get in the car.

A commendation for honesty is due to two St. Marys boys, 
Scott Murray and Burleigh Carr. The two lads found a crum-
pled $20 bill by the curbside in downtown St. Marys on Tues-
day and took it to the police. The $20 was later claimed by Lou 
Ruthig, RR 6 St. Marys.

Red flasher lights and a siren will be installed on a roof rack 
atop the new police cruiser.

14 robins were seen outside the St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
one day last week to the delight of several patients.

A number of canoes were on the Thames River Sunday, get-
ting ready for a practice run in preparation for the big canoe 
race slated for April 9.

Ten pigeons were reported stolen from a Water Street South 
loft.

75 years ago (1947)

Many citizens saw their first robins of 1947 on Sunday.

The melting snows made a rushing stream out of a portion 
of highway just east of the golf course on Sunday afternoon.

A hydraulic hoist is now being installed in the new St. Marys 
Service Station building.

Life in the country is full of paradoxes. Two weeks ago, it was 
a snow blockade, last week it was mud. What’s next.

It was “all hands to the pumps” at the Watt Chick Hatchery 
early Tuesday morning when the rising water from Trout 
Creek began to seep into the hatchery basement where 
batteries of older chicks are kept. Some chickens had to be 
moved to higher levels and for some time the automatic stok-
er on the heating system was in danger, but fortunately the 
water subsided as the day advanced.

100 years ago (1922)

Mr. Wm. Pearn, the genial butcher of Queen Street East, is 
going out of the butcher business on April 15 as he is engaged 
in building a new frame residence on Victoria Street, south 
ward. Mr. Pearn has been in the butcher business for twelve 
years, ten years in the market and two years in his present 
stand in the Henderson block.

There are three applications for the position of organist at the 
Presbyterian Church. The first man, Mr. Goulding, presided 
at the instrument for a couple of Sundays. Last Sunday and 
the Sunday previous, Mr. Watson of London presided. Next 
Sunday the instrument will be in the hands of Mr. Jones of 
Sebringville.

The gross post office revenue for St. Marys for the last year 
was $16,803.72.

STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
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WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

STEVE NICHOLSON
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STEVE NICHOLSON
OFFICE: 519-348-8822

WWW.SMOOTHCRETE.CA
smoothcrete@ezlink.ca 

St. Marys Farmers' Market AGM, March 31, 7:30 p.m., 
Friendship Centre.  Come and learn about opportunities to get 

more involved in the operation of the market, as a vendor, 
manager, board member, social media coordinator or 

volunteer.  For more information contact aslater@quadro.net.  
Pop-up Easter Market, April 16 at Delmar Foods.

St. Marys 
Farmers' Market
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Sudoku

Id: 80047

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 28

3 1 9 8
4 9 5 1 2

4
1 7 6 5

6 1 3
9 7 3 6

8 4 7 6
2 9

6

Solution
3 2 6 1 7 9 8 4 5

4 8 9 6 3 5 1 2 7

1 5 7 4 2 8 6 3 9

8 1 2 7 9 6 4 5 3

6 4 5 2 1 3 7 9 8

9 7 3 5 8 4 2 6 1

5 9 1 8 4 2 3 7 6

2 3 8 9 6 7 5 1 4

7 6 4 3 5 1 9 8 2

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

Solutions on page 31

SudokuSudoku

Fern Pridham

519 274 2885

Real Estate

Broker

Sponsored by:

OBITUARY

Smith
Percival “Percy” Smith passed away peacefully on 
March 23 2022 in his 92nd year. Father of Cameron 
(Jan) and Graham. Proud Grandfather of Aidan, Mat-
thew, Nathan, and Josh.
Predeceased by loving wife of 64 years Margaret, 
brother Ron and sister Madeline (UK). Percy worked 
in the poultry business for 40 years and in “retirement” 
worked for Murphy Bus Lines, a favourite driver with 
the local school kids. Just a hobby, his extraordi-
nary woodworking skills can be found in many local 
homes. Cremation has taken place.
Family and friends are invited to the Andrew L. Hodg-
es Funeral Home on Saturday April 2, 2022 for visita-
tion from 1 pm until the time of the Memorial Service 
at 2pm. Those in attendance are invited to maintain 
their own personal level of COVID-19 precautions. 
Memorial donations may be made to The Alzheimer 
Society of Perth County.
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

THANK YOU

Hodges
Thank you so much to the St. Marys community, near 
and far, for all the meaningful condolences for Agnes. 
Thank you for letting us share our sadness and our 
dog.

The Hodges Family
Andrew, Andrea and Charlotte

OBITUARY

Brown
William Herbert (Herb) Brown    
1929 -2022
Born in Motherwell, Ontario, 
Herb was the son of the late 
J. Wilson and Carribel Brown.  
Herb was predeceased by 
his wife of 45 years, Marjorie 
Joyce (Haynes) Brown.  Herb 
was raised in Motherwell 
where he farmed all his life.

He also ran his own local and long-distance Livestock 
Trucking business for many years, calling Motherwell 
home base. In earlier years, he worked alongside his 
father Wilson performing custom farm work for many 
of their neighbours. Herb was a great cattle enthusiast 
and maintained his interest in the cattle sector to the 
end.
He also loved old tractors, machinery, and old cars.  
He valued his friends and enjoyed his coffee time 
catching up on all the news.
Father of Gord (Joanne) Brown and Steve d.2019 
(Yvonne) Brown.  Grandfather of Wilson (Tammy) 
Brown, Sherry Lynn (Mike) Petty, Jeremy (Melissa) 
Brown, Matt (Susie) Brown, Kerrilea Brown, Jackie 
(Vaughn d.2021) McEachen, Jason (Jeanette) Pent-
land, Jocelyn (TJ) Klopp, Jamie (Jaclyn) Pentland.  
Herb was Great-Grandfather to 18 Great-Grandchil-
dren. Cremation has taken place.
Family and friends are invited to the ST. MARYS 
UNITED CHURCH, 85 Church St. S. St. Marys, on 
April 11, 2022 for visitation from 1pm until the time of 
the Memorial Service at 3pm. Rev. Catherine Calkin 
officiating. The family asks that all those in attendance 
to please wear a mask at the church.
Burial at a later date in Avonbank Cemetery. Memorial 
donations may be made to the Canadian Cancer So-
ciety or the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

Blackler
Verna Marjorie Blackler passed 
away on March 22, 2022 at 
Kingsway Lodge, St. Marys, 
ON. Mom surprised even her-
self living to the age of 91. Un-
fortunately, independent living 
for Mom ended when she fell 
and broke her hip on Family 
Day, 2020. A month later, in 
March, when the world found it-
self in a pandemic, Mom moved 

into Long Term Care. Sadly, as for many families, these 
past two years have meant family times with Mom have 
been few and far between.
We must acknowledge, however, the loving care that 
Kingsway staff was able to provide during that difficult 
period. We are forever grateful for the hugs and com-
passion they so freely offered when family was not able 
to do so. Growing up on a farm, the eldest of seven chil-
dren, Mom was not afraid of hard work. While her peers 
were completing high school, Mom was apprenticing to 
become a hairdresser. She would have loved to have 
become a nurse, as we heard her tell many health care 
providers.
At the time circumstances were not in her favour. How-
ever, her hairdressing career did allow her to work from 
home, while raising a family of five. When Mom married 
our Dad, Burns, she took the role of wife, homemaker 
and mother very seriously, growing and preserving food 
from the very large garden, and always providing healthy, 
hearty, homemade meals.
She readily volunteered in the Kirkton community, wheth-
er it was at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 4-H homemaking 
clubs, Women’s Institute, or the community centre. Mom 
believed in self-improvement. Over the years she took 
courses in hairstyling, projects through Women’s Insti-
tute, and created a number of quilts with Quilters’ Guild. 
Mom also had a keen interest in family history. The first 
of many trips to England began in 1970. She loved meet-
ing new relatives, and seeing places where family from 
both sides had gone before. Mom enjoyed travel.
As members of International Flying Farmers she and Dad 
made new friends and enjoyed many road and plane 
trips throughout the U.S. and Canada. In 1999, Mom 
convinced Dad to move to a new home in St. Marys. 
Together they spent six happy years on Ann Street. Mom 
continued to live there until 2010 when she downsized 
and moved to Fairhill Residence at Kingsway.
Mom was content and grateful for her life. She relaxed 
into her new routine at Fairhill, taking full advantage of 
the many wonderful programs that were offered. If there 
was a sign up list, you could bet her name was on it, nev-
er missing an opportunity for fun and learning.
Verna is predeceased by parents Bert and Ruby Stac-
ey, in-laws, Elsie and William Blackler, husband, Burns, 
brothers, Ray (late Doreen), Oliver, Carman, sister, Laura 
Shaw, sisters and brothers in law, Alice and Harold Hen-
ry, Doris and Les Fairbairn. She is survived by sisters, 
Emma (late John Carruthers), Audrey Sanchez (Louis), 
sister in law, Ann Stacey (late Oliver). Verna is the loving 
and proud mother of son Philip (Cathy), daughter, Wendy 
Aitken (Ron) son,Rob, daughter, Jayne Blackler (Jim), 
son, David (Sylvia). She is the cherished grandmother 
of Jessica Blackler, Alia Henderson (Patrick), Lindsay 
Aitken (Aaron), Matt Aitken, Rory Blackler (Sophie), Rob-
in Blackler (Shannon), Deidre Molland (Russel), Dustin 
Molland, Wes Molland (Bobbi Jo), Cody Blackler (Raven) 
Josh Blackler, Brandon Blackler, and great grandmother 
of Evin, Drew, Callum, Damien, Keaton, Isla, Colton.
Memorial donations may be made to a service club or 
charity of your choice instead of flowers. A funeral ser-
vice was conducted at the Kirkton-Woodham Community 
Hall on March 26, 2022 officiated by Rev. Jenny Sharp. 
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Happy 90th Birthday on April 3 George Wood 

With love, Sandra, Nancy, Brian, 
Sharon and families

Happy birthday!
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HELP WANTED

J. MARSHALL 
& COMPANY INC.
PARTY RENTALS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

HELP WANTED,
FULL AND PART TIME 

WORKERS
- STUDENTS WELCOME

- ASSIST INSTALLING PARTY TENTS
UNTIL LATE NOVEMBER
- START $22 PER HOUR,

BONUS BASED ON DEPENDABILITY 
& WORK PERFORMANCE

CALL 519-225-2345 or EMAIL 
j.marshall@quadro.net

CASCADES CONTAINERBOARD 
PACKAGING - ST. MARYS

a division of Cascades Canada ULC
is looking for 

 Production Summer Student
Reporting to the Shift Lead, the Production Summer Student is 
responsible for assisting with set-up, operation, cleanup, and 
recommending improvements to operations. This is a rotating 
continental shift including evenings and weekends. Shifts are 
12 hours long.  
The starting wage is $19.00 an hour. There are ample 
opportunities to get involved, learn and grow with 
Cascades. Located in St. Mary's Ontario. This job is 
recognized under National Occupational Classification 
(NOC) 2011.
Job Responsibilities:
The successful candidate will be responsible for the following:
- Feed the machines and assist with setting-up various sections 
on machine accurately in accordance with proper setup 
techniques.
- Obtain order and verify stock specifications and condition.
- Monitor box quality, and report any quality problems to the 
Operator.
- Complete necessary administrative duties and reports in an 
accurate and timely manner.
- Assist operators with job duties on machine.
- Turn in maintenance orders to shift lead for repairs.
- Be proactive in the maintenance of equipment.
- Comply with all company policies and procedures, including 
conduct, Health & Safety and maintaining good housekeeping, 
as well as all government regulations.
- Additional duties related to or not related to this job classifica-
tion as assigned by shift lead

Job Types: Full-time, Permanent
Salary: $19.00 per hour

Apply: Resumes can be sent to erin_boyd@cascades.com 
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Full & part time
Clean drivers abstract 

Days, afternoons, weekends
Email Resume to 

michelle.stratfordtaxi@gmail.com
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HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY HEALTH TEAM
The Happy Valley Family Health Team is a dynamic team of 
professionals including 11 Family Physicians, Dietitian, 
Pharmacist, Mental Health Workers, Addictions Counsellor, 
Nurses, Nurse Practitioners and administrative support.

We currently have an opening for:
1 FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST

This position requires the ability to multi-task in a fast paced 
environment and excellent communication skills.  Pleasant 
telephone manner is essential and knowledge of medical 
terminology is an asset.  The Happy Valley Family Health Team 
has a mandatory vaccine policy.

Please forward resume by April 11th 2022 to:

Happy Valley Family Health Team

Attention: Kimberly Lang, Executive Director

268 Maiden Lane

P.O. Box 1120

St. Marys, ON

N4X 1B7

stmmc@stmmc.ca

Thank you to all applicants who apply. Only applicants selected for 
an interview will be contacted.

The Happy Valley Family Health Team welcomes and encourages 
applications from people with disabilities.  Accommodations are 

available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the 
selection process.

PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per week 
advertise your business in need.

Contact us at 519-284-0041 or email 
ads@stmarysindependent.com

Our primary eye care clinic is looking for a 
pleasant, reliable, and professional individual to 
join our reception team!

The candidate will work 5 days per week 
and must be available to work one evening 
(8 pm finish) per week.

Reception responsibilities include: patient 
check-in and check-out, telephone 
answering, filing, electronic insurance 
claim submission and related paperwork, 
patient confirmations (email, mail and by 
telephone), etc. The candidate must be 
comfortable with use of windows-based 
computer programs.

Resumes and inquiries may be emailed to 
jobpostingatlifetimevisioncare@gmail.com or sent by 

mail to: Dr. S. Glitz and Associates – Attn: Dr. Shannon 
Glitz, P.O. Box 340, St. Marys ON, N4X 1B2
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Specializing in Heritage 
Renovation, installing brick 
& stone on custom homes as 
well as specializing in laying thin 
stone for fireplace installation 
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

St. Marys Lugger Service
Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

1-877-284-2221• BINS-R-US

Pickup truck service available
Can help load

HEAT/COOL
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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REPAIR

WINDOWMORTGAGE

REPAIR & SERVICE
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TAXES

SENIORS

FOOT CARE

Ultimate 
Foot Care

Serving St. Marys, Stratford, Mitchell and surrounding areas

Eileen Stacey, RPN

226-921-0692

Certified Foot Care & 
Palliative Care Nurse

www.ultimatefootcare.ca
eileen@ultimatefootcare.caProud member of CNO 

and RPNAO

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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Owen Lewis

owen-lewishavard@coldwellbanker.ca

Owner Operator 
Owen Lewis Construction
Sales Representative 
Coldwell Banker, Homefield 
Legacy Realty Brokerage

519-284-0833

• Install Gas and Oil furnaces, 
 
• Service of gas & oil furnaces, 

• Install/Maintain Ductless 

 Electrical, and Navien Tankless

HEATING & COOLING
Residential | Commercial

Install gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units
Service both gas & propane 
furnaces and a/c units

MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com

245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!

TREE SERVICE
����������

	
�	�����

�������������
�������	��������
������������

���������������������������
���������������������������������������

��������������������
�����������������

������� �������������������

�������������
������������

��������������������
��������������������
�

����������	��

Spring Lawn 
Fertilizer Available
$29.99/25kg
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RUN YOUR
CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE FOR 
JUST $10 PER 

WEEK

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Buy, sell or trade
All sports cards, hockey, baseball etc.Wayne Gretzky rookie 
card Highest prices paid. Free appraisals.  Call or text Stan 
anytime 519-868-3814

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

Sudoku

Id: 80047

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 28

3 1 9 8
4 9 5 1 2

4
1 7 6 5

6 1 3
9 7 3 6

8 4 7 6
2 9

6

Solution
3 2 6 1 7 9 8 4 5

4 8 9 6 3 5 1 2 7

1 5 7 4 2 8 6 3 9

8 1 2 7 9 6 4 5 3

6 4 5 2 1 3 7 9 8

9 7 3 5 8 4 2 6 1

5 9 1 8 4 2 3 7 6

2 3 8 9 6 7 5 1 4

7 6 4 3 5 1 9 8 2

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) A capillary 

2) Guitar  

3) German mea-
sles 

4) Windsor 

5) Distilled wa-
ter 

6) The English 
Channel 

7) Theodore 
Roosevelt 

8) Bashful

9) Triple jump

10) Doris Day

1, 2, 3, WHO?

Ross was born and bred in St. Marys.

As a young lad of 12, he was gathering pigeons for somebody 
at the Kitchener Market under the London trestle that cross-
es Trout Creek. He fell to what could have been his death, but 
walked away from it with only a cracked vertabrae.

At the same time Doug Louch of St. Marys was designing 
goalie masks for the likes of Jacques Plante, he slipped one to 
Rocky, then the goalie for the Lincolns. As you can see from 
his good looks, it worked well.

Constable Marshall spend 32 years as a police officer with 
the St. Marys police force and the OPP. Let’s just say that he 
was a man about town.

He is currently retired and living in the Thames Valley Re-
tirement Community with his wife Carolyn.

While you may not see him on a beat as a cop, you may notice 
him walking around downtown. Make sure to say hello to 
Rocky Marshall.

If you have a suggestion for a future “1, 2, 3 Who” personality, 
send an email to info@stmarysindependent.com

ROSS “ROCKY” MARSHALL

RENTALS
St. James Lodge #73 - 

45 Thames St, St. Marys ON
For Masonic Hall rentals. 

Call Bob Sass 519-284-1360

By Bruce Andrews

Clear cut winners of war can rarely be declared. The 
human tragedy suffered by both sides is too great. 
In the Russian war on Ukraine, thousands are dy-
ing. Countless Ukrainians are being displaced and 
are losing everything that is familiar and that was 
of value. Thousands of Russian mothers and millions 
of Russian citizens are suffering for the folly of their 
leaders.

The Russian military has met stubborn resistance. 
Key reasons for the resolve of Ukrainians may be 
summarized by the following English translations of 
hymns close to the Ukrainian soul. Consider the lyr-
ics. The first is entitled, “Prayer For Ukraine:”

Lord, oh the Great and Almighty,

Protect our beloved Ukraine,

Bless her with freedom and light

Of your holy rays.

With learning and knowledge enlighten

Us, your children small,

In love pure and everlasting

Let us, oh Lord, grow.

We pray, oh Lord Almighty,

Protect our beloved Ukraine,

Grant our people and country

All your kindness and grace.

Bless us with freedom, bless us with wisdom,

Guide into kind world,

Bless us, oh Lord, with good fortune

For ever and evermore.

One is struck by the reverent invocation of Almighty 
God to protect His worshipful people. You can source 
lovely renditions of this song on YouTube and read 
the background in Wikipedia. It gives outsiders a 
sense of the motivation in the hearts of the Ukrainian 
people. More importantly, this can be the prayer of 
every Canadian for this conflict. Pray too that Putin 
comes to his senses and steps back from the mad-
ness.

The second song that gives insight into the Ukrainian 
mindset is the Ukrainian National Anthem:

The glory and freedom of Ukraine has not yet per-
ished

Luck will still smile on us brother-Ukrainians.

Our enemies will die, as the dew does in the sun-
shine,

and we, too, brothers, we'll live happily in our land.

We’ll not spare either our souls or bodies to get free-
dom

and we’ll prove that we brothers are of Kozak kin.

These people expect to win and they are willing to 
die for their country. The Russian resolve may not 
be as firm.

Earlier this month, the famous British compos-
er, John Rutter, wanted to do something to recog-
nize Ukraine in its time of need. He has written, “A 
Ukrainian Prayer” which he has offered to choirs at 
no charge, hoping that donations will be received for 
humanitarian relief. Mr.Larry Pfaff will read the text 
in Ukrainian and the St. Marys United Church choir, 
under the leadership of Director of Music, Mr. Tim-
othy Gilbert, will present Mr. Rutter’s “A Ukrainian 
Prayer” as the anthem during the 10:30 worship ser-
vice on Sunday April 3rd. Please join the congrega-
tion in worship that day and to appreciate this piece. 
If you are unavailable, you can view the service live 
at the St. Marys United Church spot on Facebook or 
watch it later when it is posted to Facebook. You can 
also listen live on St. Marys Radio. Donations that 
Sunday can be directed to Ukrainian relief. Remem-
ber too that the St. Marys United Church is serving 
as a collection hub for your charitable donations for 
Ukraine. The greatest need is for antibiotics, pain 
medicines, baby care and personal care products and 
clothes.

Bruce Andrews is a retired optometrist and member of 
the St. Marys United Church Worship and Membership 
committee.

Prayer For Ukraine
COLUMN —
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Curbside Collection Survey

Have your say about St. Marys 
garbage, recycling, yard waste and 

potential food composting programs.
 

Take the survey and be entered to win a
Green Cone composting device:

 townofstmarys.com/collectionsurvey

Leaf &Yard Waste 
Curbside Collection Dates

Hazardous Waste 
 Drop-off Events

Saturday, April 9
Saturday, July 23
Saturday, October 22

Drop-off hazardous materials at the Municipal
Operations Centre (408 James Street South,
enter off South Service Road) on the following
dates between 8 AM to 12 PM.

Details:  townofstmarys.com/hazardouswaste

North and West Area
April 25; May 9 and 23; June 20; July 18; August 29;
September 26; October 24; November 7 and 21

Southeast and Southwest Area 
May 2, 16 and 30; June 27; July 25; August 22; September 19;
October 31; November 14 and 28

For a map and details visit: townofstmarys.com/yardwaste

Firefighters' Scrap Metal 
Clean-up for Charity 

Feel good about getting rid of your scrap metal.
Money raised from this event will be donated to local
sports organizations and charities!

In town residents
Have scrap at the curb by 8 AM on Saturday, April 30

Rural residents
Drop off scrap metal on or before 
Saturday, April 30 before noon to Robson Scrap
Metal (206 Carling Street, St. Marys)

For large items or rural pick-up, please contact Brent
Dundas at 226-921-4213 or Josh McKay at 
519-639-8615 before Friday, April 29 at 5 PM.

Please Don't "Wish-cycle"

Just because something is paper, metal, plastic, or
glass, does not mean it is recyclable! Placing the
wrong items in recycling bins increases program costs
and affects the safety of our staff. 

Acceptable materials include: 
Newspaper, magazines, office paper, envelopes, soft
cover books, brochures, calendars, cardboard,
boxboard, kraft paper, paper cores (e.g. toilet paper
roll), moulded pulp (e.g. egg carton), PET plastic
(bottles, jars, clamshells) and HDPE plastic (bottles,
jars, tubs, lids, pails and bags)

If you are unsure, contact info@bra.org or 
1-800-265-9799, visit www.bra.org or 
download the Recycle Coach App.

Spring Cleaning?
Be in the know about 

where waste should go!


