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By Frank Doyle

As a result of deteriorating wastewater pipes in the 
sewer system, the Town have approved a plan to 
rectify the situation. David Blake, Environmental 
Services Manager for the Town, outlined the solu-
tion to Council at their last meeting. The problem 
last year was that some road construction work had 
to be re-worked because of the deteriorating sewer 
pipes. 

An example was Huron Street which had the con-
struction work delayed and affected service to sev-
eral homes. Blake said the plan to replace the pipes 
will start this year and continue over the next three 
years. His report to Council states “This project will 
result in the in-situ rehabilitation of approximate-
ly 1,090 meters of sanitary sewer pipe ranging in 
size from 200mm to 380 mm in diameter at depths 
between 4.0 metres to 5.50 metres below ground 
surface. This project will utilize Cured in Place Pipe 
(CIPP) methods that use a polyester felt liner and 
resin mixture that is inserted, expanded and cured 
within the existing host pipe that creates a struc-
tural “pipe within a pipe” rehabilitation designed 
to extend the life of the rehabilitated section for at 
least 50-years.” 

The following sections of sanitary sewer will be re-
habilitated through this project: 

1. Robinson Street (Sanitary pumping station dis-
charge to Queen Street West) 

2. Queen Street West (Robinson Street to Thomas 
Street) 

3. Thomas Street (Queen Street West to first main-
tenance hole south of Queen) 

4. Queen Street East (Brock Street to St. Andrew 
Street) 

5.  Jones Street East (First maintenance structure 

Last Thursday, Matthew Rae, MPP 
for Perth-Wellington, announced 
over $185k in funding to bring high-
tech machinery to four schools in 
Perth and Wellington Counties.

“Our government will continue to 
invest in skilled trades education,” 
Rae said. “These are in demand, 
good paying jobs. By 2025, 1 in 5 

jobs will be in the skilled trades, we 
need to ensure our students have 
industry leading machinery to learn 
on.”

Equipment deliveries for the pro-
gram began in November 2022, and 
range from CNC milling centres, 
lathes, and plasma cutters to CNC 
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Sewer system 
construction planned

Rae Announces Funding for High-
Tech Machinery for Local Schools
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Family Fun 
for Everyone!
Open this week:
Friday: 5pm - 10pm
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Sunday: 10am - 6pm

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Both our hills (3 runs on each 
hill) are open!
We look forward to seeing you!
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On most new Jeep & Dodge Suvs, Dodge Sports cars, 

and on most new 2022 Ram Pickups
Plus we have savings of up to $15000!

Now is the time to see AllRoads Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
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AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308 | allroads.ca
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With six weeks to go in the annual campaign, United Way Perth-Huron (UWPH) is 
proud to announce we have raised $1.91 million of our goal of $2.289 million. Top 
fundraisers for this year’s Stratford Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY), Stratford 
Snow Striders team captain Jo-Dee Burbach and team member Dr. Cranla War-
ren, who was named one of 100 Accomplished Black Canadian Women in 2022, 
joined UWPH Executive Director Ryan Erb to light the 80 per cent light bulb on the 
campaign thermometer. The trio also encouraged people to sign up for this year’s 
CNOY on Saturday, February 25. 
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This Saturday is Coldest Night of the Year in St. Marys 
COMMUNITY —
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east of Huron Street to Huron Street) 

6. Elgin Street East (St. Andrew Street 
to Huron Street) 

7. Elgin Street East (First mainte-
nance structure east of Huron Street 
to Huron Street) 

8. Elizabeth Street (Huron Street to 

James Street) 

This project received Pre-Budget ap-
proval in 2022 for the program deliv-
ery in 2023.

Council approved the contract to 
Clearwater Structures Inc. in the 
amount of $398,583.77 for the first 
stage, which was below the budgeted 
estimated amount. 

Sewer system 
construction planned

By St. Marys Independent Staff

As the United Way Perth-Huron 
(UWPH) and all its volunteers pre-
pare for this Saturday’s Coldest Night 
of the Year (CNOY) event, Mother Na-
ture appears to be doing her part, with 
low temperatures in the forecast.

Also doing their part are the residents 
of St. Marys, who have already stepped 
up to raise over $33,000 and put the 
event within striking distance of its 
goal of $49,000. There is still time to 
register for CNOY, a family-friendly 
walk on Saturday, February 25 in sup-
port of local individuals experiencing 
hurt, hunger, and homelessness.

As the Independent went to press on 
Tuesday, the local website at cnoy.org/
location/stmarys indicated that 130 
walkers among 27 teams have already 
signed up, along with 37 volunteers.

“By walking with us on February 25 
you are supporting valuable initia-
tives in our community,” said event 
co-organizer Leslie Edney. “St. Marys 
residents will have improved access 
to social services provided by a Com-
munity Outreach Worker. A biweekly 
Nourish Equal Access Food Market 
provides nourishing affordable food.”

“If you are travelling, you can still sup-
port by donating to a team or a walker, 
or by walking where you are vacation-
ing,” added event co-organizer Pam 
Zabel. “Think of us in the snow, as you 
stroll on the beach, but know you are 
supporting valuable services and pro-
grams in your hometown.”

This year’s walk includes an in-person 

event as well as an option to walk any 
time, any distance during the month 
of February. For the in-person walk on 
February 25, walker check-in begins 
at 4:30 p.m. at the 2/3 Hall, Pyramid 
Recreation Centre with opening cere-
monies scheduled for 5 p.m. A bowl of 
chili made by Chef Nathan Brown will 
be served at 6-6:30 p.m. Walkers can 
choose a two- or five-kilometre route 
ending up back at the Pyramid Recre-
ation Centre. Participants raising over 
$150, or $75 for youth under 18, re-
ceive CNOY toques. To register as an 
individual or team, visit cnoy.org.

The St. Marys Community Outreach 
Worker works to support residents in 
need, particularly those living in and 
around social housing, understand 
their challenges and connect people 
with services. The Nourish Equal Ac-
cess Food Market runs bi-weekly, and 
offers fresh, nutritious, locally sourced 
produce and meats to residents facing 
food insecurity every day.

UWPH thanks current sponsors Mc-
Donalds, Scotia Bank, AllRoads Chrys-
ler Jeep, St Marys Landscaping, Ide-
al Supply & Meridian Credit Union. 
Event team donors include Subway 
and Famme & Co.

About United Way Perth-Huron

UWPH helps here in the community 
you care about, tackling #UNIGNOR-
ABLE issues such as homelessness, 
mental health and access to services. 
Thanks to United Way, its partners, 
and donors, almost 33,000 vulnera-
ble people across Perth-Huron have 
the chance for a brighter future. To 

show your #LocalLove by donating 
or volunteering, call 519-271-7730 
or 1-877-818-8867, mail to 32 Erie 

Street, Stratford, ON N5A 2M4 or visit 
perthhuron.unitedway.ca.
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Quote of the Week

"China's dictators want to cover the world in communist tyranny, and 
we are the only ones who can stop this. But we won't win the fight for 
the 21st Century if we keep trusting politicians from the 20th Century."

- 51 year-old Nikki Haley, in announcing her candidacy for US 
President, takes a shot at the older Donald Trump and Joe Biden.

COMMUNITY —

The St. Marys
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Doing nothing is 
very hard to do... you 

never know when 
you’re finished 

The least two 
“Common” things in 
the world today are 
common sense and 
common courtesy. 

 The world is like 
a mirror, it reflects 
back to you what 

you project... 
mentally, verbally or 

emotionally. 

If you don’t mind, it 
doesn’t matter
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

"I love the Tuesday 

after a long 

weekend" said no 

teacher ever

My opinion of Joe 

Biden went up 

a notch after his 

visit to Ukraine.

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have three Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to Andrea and her team at 
PRC pool for great and continued 
communication regarding the recent 
pool closures and boiler issues. They 
go above and beyond to keep us in the 
loop!

2) Thanks to the new  Green Haven 
bake store on Queen St. for bringing 
fresh baked Mennonite bread to town. 
It's delicious and worth the trip. Her 
raisin tarts are a meal in themselves.  

3) Bravo to the amazing St. Marys tal-
ented bands, The Bone Radlers and 
York Street Thought Process for the 
wonderful, talented, evening of mu-
sic on Saturday evening. We were so 
happy to enjoy a meal at The Sunset, 
then onto our beautiful Town Hall to 
listen to some amazing music, differ-
ent genres and some original pieces. 
Thanks to our wonderful Kinsmen 
Club for “manning” the bar and deli-
cious coffee served by The Snapping 
Turtle. Thank you again Chet, Aimee, 
Jaron and Rachael for a totally enter-
taining evening.

We have one Boo regarding a Bravo in 
last week’s newspaper. 

1) Boo to whoever made the ridicu-
lous assumption that by observing 
poor looking parents with a child in 
surgery, all is well with our healthcare 
system. I doubt that dressing nicely 
is many parents' top priority as they 
take their child into surgery. Also, ac-
cess to surgery is a small piece of our 
overall healthcare system. What was 
their wait time for surgery? Can they 
afford follow up care and medication? 
Do they have reliable transportation 
to/from the hospital? This was a gross 
oversimplification of a complex issue 
based on one small observation. 

 

At the regular meeting on Febru-
ary 16, 2023, Perth County Council 
adopted the 2023 Capital and Op-
erating budgets in principle fol-
lowing presentations from staff.

The 2023 budget was adopted in 
principle with a 9.06% increase 
to the levy in the total amount 
of $19,765,573 - an increase of 
$1,642,517 from 2022. The 2023 
taxable assessment in Perth Coun-
ty from 2022 will cover 2.54% of 
the levy with the remaining 6.52% 
being the levy increase directly 
related without the County’s 2022 
assessment growth.

“We are excited to begin the new 
term of Council with strong sup-
port for program delivery for our 
region.” said Warden Rhonda Eh-
goetz. “County Council has done 
an efficient job reviewing and 
reaching a decision with an ap-
proved budget.”

“I am happy with the outcome of 
the 2023 budget review.” said Co-
rey Bridges, Manager of Finance / 
Treasurer. “Council balanced the 
needs of the region while using 
reserves and understanding the 
County faces the same external 
fiscal pressures as the other mu-
nicipalities across the Province 
such as inflation and the contin-
ued decrease in OMPF (Ontar-
io Municipal Partnership Fund) 
funding.”

“We appreciate the support of 
Council through the 2023 budget. 
This year marks a new term of 
Council and staff look forward to 
continuing the excellent work de-
livering programs and services to 
the region.” said Lori Wolfe, Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO). “All 
staff across the Corporation con-
tinue to work hard to deliver on a 
variety of major projects and key 
initiatives.”

About the Budget:

The annual budget is informed 
by the Business Plans and Capital 
and Operating Budget presenta-
tions delivered by each depart-
ment over the course of several 
Council meetings. Budget items 
and key initiatives are informed 
by the 5 strategic plan goals as 
outlined in the 2019-2022 Cor-
porate Strategic Plan, which in-
clude: Growth and Economic De-
velopment; Regionalization and 
Service Effectiveness; Customer 
Service Excellence; Community 
Development and Planning; and 
Corporate Sustainability. In 2023, 
the County will be undertaking 
a refresh of the Corporate Stra-
tegic Plan to identify changes or 
emerging priorities since its cre-
ation in 2018.

For a detailed budget breakdown, 
visit www.perthcounty.ca/finance.

Perth County Approves 
2023 Budget in Principle
9.06% increase to the levy
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Free Skating
Enjoy a free skate at the Pyramid Recreation Centre, 
courtesy of local sponsors! 

• February 26, 2:15 - 3:45 PM 
(sponsored by Cascades)

• March 5, 2:15 - 3:45 PM 
(sponsored by Cascades)

• March 13, 1:15 - 3:15 PM  
(sponsored by St. Marys Health Care Foundation)

• March 16, 1:30 - 3:30 PM  
(sponsored by Avon Maitland Teacher’s Union)

• March 17, 2 - 4 PM  
(sponsored by Quadro Communications)

Please pre-register online or at Guest Services upon 
arrival (pending capacity). Helmets are required for 
skaters under 16.

Details: townofstmarys.com/skating or 519-284-2160

St. Marys Heritage Fair
The St. Marys Heritage Fair is back this year! Catch up 
on developments in local history at this in-person event.

Explore exhibitions and collections based on this year’s 
theme, “Rebuilding and Restoring.” 

Date: February 24, 2023
Time: 7 - 9 PM 
Location: Pyramid Recreation Centre
Admission: Free

Attending the Lincoln’s game? Stop by the Heritage Fair 
before puck drop or visit during intermission.

Details: museum@town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-3556

March Break Camp
Registration is now open for March Break Camp! 

This camp is geared toward kids in Grades 3 to 7. It runs 
8 AM to 5 PM daily from March 13 to 17. 

Activities will include: 

• Swimming
• Science experiments
• An escape room 
• Osbtacle courses 
• And more! 

Only want to send your child on certain days?               
No problem! We’ve made it easier to select specific days 
and pay upfront to secure your spot. 

Register: www.townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

Continued from page 1

desktop milling machines, high 
precision conventional milling ma-
chines, lathes with readouts, and 
more. In addition, each school will 
receive tool kits and cutting tools.

“Our goal is to expose high school 
students to technology at an earli-
er age to engage their interest for 
a career within our industry,” said 
Robert Cattle, Canadian Tooling & 
Machining Association (CTMA) Ex-
ecutive Director. “Not only does this 
expose students to newer technolo-
gy at an earlier age, but also gives 
teachers up-to-date equipment to 
implement in their classrooms.”

This project by the CTMA and the 
Ontario Council for Technology and 
Education (OCTE) is funded through 
the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, 
Training and Skills Development, 
Skills Development Fund.

“Our government is proud to be 
funding projects that expose high 
school students to the skilled trades 
early on,” said Minister McNaugh-
ton. “Ontario needs more skilled 
workers, and that starts with attract-
ing more young people to these re-
warding, well-paying and life-long 
careers. I want to congratulate the 
CTMA and OCTE for this incredible 
initiative.”

“This funding and equipment are 
great additions to our rural schools,” 
Rae added. “It is vital that our stu-
dents are prepared for the jobs of 
the future.”

The Skills Development Fund al-
lows organizations to apply for 
funding to deliver in-demand train-
ing programs. Since the Fund was 
launched in 2021, more than $660 
million has been invested to help 
more than 400,000 people upgrade 
their skills.

Rae Announces Funding 
for High-Tech Machinery

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

By Stewart Grant

It’s often hard for young people to decide what they 
want to do for a living, but the instant that I met 
Jack Taylor at the Stonetown Barber shop, it was 
clear that he’s a young man who is very happy with 
the decision he has made.

A recent “Masters in Barbering” graduate of the 
Canada School of Barbering in Edmonton, he joined 
Scott Jackson at the Stonetown Barber on a full-
time, five-days-a-week basis as of February 8th.

Though he’s still just 18, Taylor has been working 
towards this position for a number of years.

“When I was a kid, I didn’t really like school,” he 
told the Independent. “I wanted to find something 
where I’d be happy while I worked. I looked into 
the trades, but it wasn’t for me. One day, I came into 
Scott’s and I just loved what he did.”

When Jack was in Grade 8, his dad came down to 
get a haircut and asked Scott if he’d ever take on a 
student as an apprentice, and he said, “he would if 
it was the right student”.

Jackson recalled, “Jack apprenticed with me for al-
most three years, he did three semesters of cosme-
tology, he was my co-op student when at St. Mike’s, 
then the minute he got a chance, he went to the 
Canadian Institute of Barbering in Edmonton for 
the full course and scored really good marks.”

Taylor said of his time in Edmonton, “I really want-
ed to focus on my scissor work, and got really good 
at it there.” Jack now has a full repertoire, including 
layered haircuts and women’s haircuts.

Another important skill that a successful barber 
must possess is the ability to relate to people. Jack, 
whose parents are Stu and Nikki Taylor, has an en-
gaging personality and enjoys interacting with his 
customers.

“I like making people feel good,” he said. “If some-
one has had a tough day and comes into the shop, 
they can get a nice haircut and hopefully I can 
make them a little bit better.”

“It’s very refreshing to see a young man from town 
that’s looking to provide a service for his commu-
nity,” said Scott. “I’m really happy to have him on-
board with me, and he’s probably going to teach me 
as much as I teach him.”

The Stonetown Barber is located at 11 Church 
Street South in downtown St. Marys. To book an ap-
pointment with Jack or Scott, book online at www.
vagaro.com/thestonetownbarbershop or call/text 
519-400-8902.

Jack Taylor: A Stonetown Barber

1) What would you mix with 
sparkling white wine to 
make a Mimosa? 

2) Where in the world 
would you expect to find 
a car with the vehicle 
registration code ‘V’?

3) In which children’s book 
did a spider called Charlotte 
and a pig called Wilbur 
appear?

4) Which Mexican artist produced works entitled ‘The 
Broken Column’ and ‘Diego and I’?

5) How many sides has a heptadecagon?

6) What was the name of the character played by John 
Travolta in the film ‘Pulp Fiction’?

7) Which was the first James Bond film to feature 
Roger Moore in the title role?

8) ‘Suncrisp’, ‘Golden Russet’ and ‘Braeburn’ are all 
varieties of which fruit?

9) In which country would you find the coastal resort 
of Lara Beach?

10) In which century was the first ‘Grand National’ 
horse race?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

Our senior of the week is Barb 
Fewster who celebrated a birthday 

at the end of January. Born in St. 
Marys, Barb has been a very active 
volunteer with the HPHA and has 
3 children, 4 grandchildren and 2 

great-grandchildren. Happy belated 
birthday Barb! 

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 
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Square One Skate Shop in downtown St. Marys is a 
recipient of a My Main Street non-repayable contri-
bution of $10,000 to support and grow its main street 
business.

The skate shop has been able to expand its retail of-
ferings to include winter products like jackets, toques 
and gloves. The store has also brought in sports gear, 
like snow skates, which is a skateboard designed to 
use in the snow.

“The My Main Street Program has helped us at 
Square One by opening our possibilities to support a 
wider clientele,” notes owner Scott LeBlanc. “With an 
expanded inventory, we can support new customers 
looking for wintertime fun and apparel.”

Square One Skate Shop is located at 6 Jones Street 
East and is open Wednesday to Friday 12-6 and Sat-
urday/Sunday 10-4. Skating lessons are also offed on 
Monday/Tuesday by appointment. Square One can be 
found online at squareoneskateshop.square.site, on 
Facebook at ‘Square One Skate Shop’ and Instagram 
@squareoneskateshop.

My Main Street is the result of a $23.25-million Gov-
ernment of Canada investment through the Federal 
Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario 
(FedDev Ontario) to support the recovery and revi-
talization of main streets and local businesses across 
southern Ontario. The funds are being distributed in 
partnership with investStratford, the Stratford Perth 
Centre for Business and the Town of St. Marys.

Square One Skate Shop Expands to Include 
Winter Sports

St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend

Rewards

CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM

Square One Skate Shop Owner Scott LeBlanc.
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swim explore play

Geared for
Grades 3 to 7
$185 per child
per week
$37 per day per
child

Pyramid Recreation Centre
317 James St. S., St. Marys 
519-284-2160 

MARCH
BREAK CAMP

Register by March 6:  townofstmarys.com/activenet

March 13 - 17, 8 AM - 5 PM

Candy McManiman at the Station Gallery

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-5:30PM

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

Planning a road trip soon? Book a pre-trip inspection

Paintings of the Endangered

By Cameron Porteous Curator St. 
Marys Station Gallery  

"Extinction is forever. Endangered 
means we still have time"

Candy McManiman grew up in the 
Meaford area on Georgian Bay and 
after teaching there and also in the 
Algonquin Park Region, she went 
back to school. After graduating from 
the Design Arts Program (honors) at 
Georgian College in Barrie, Candy 
worked as an Interior Designer in To-
ronto for 3 years. She then returned to 
teaching at Moosonee/Moose Factory 
Ontario.

McManiman's early paintings depict-
ed the flora and fauna of the James 
Bay Lowlands. Her keenness on birds 
was encouraged by her husband Paul 
Prevett, a biologist, and avid bird 
watcher since childhood. Her bird il-
lustrations have been published in 

the Atlas of Breeding Birds of Ontario 
and BIrds of Elgin County.

Although an avid naturalist, her art 
often reflects other interests. Social 
issues and.other cultural beliefs have 
also been the foundation of her imag-
es.

Throughout her artistic career they 
have been part of various group and 
solo shows in London, Sarnia, St. 
Thomas, Port Stanley, Newmarket, 
Vancouver, and Toronto. Many of her 
paintings, designs and photos have 
won numerous awards and are in 
many corporate and private collec-
tions.

Like most artists, McManiman has 
had a keen interest in drawing and 
the outdoors since childhood and is 
always exploring new ideas (to her 
this is essential for her growth as an 
artist). Candy now lives in the luxuri-

ous Carolinian Canada zone and has 
not lost the fascination for unique ar-
eas of our planet. She is recoginized 
nationally and internationally. Local-
ly, you will find her participating in 
shows as a member of the artist guilds 

in this area or even busy painting an-
other mural.

Paintings of the Endangered opens 
on February 24th with a reception to 
meet the artist on February 25th, 1pm 
tp 4pm. and closes April 8th. 2023
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Sap is running at the Standeaven’s north of St. Marys

Even though the calendar said February 14, it was for the love of making maple syrup that has kept the Standeaven family and their helpers busy this early. Owners, 
David and Dana Standeaven, represent the third generation making maple syrup, and their son Scott will be the 4th when graduating shortly from Agricultural College. 
Above left is the Standeaven sugar bush north of St. Marys, with sap flowing from the blue plastic pipeline to the “Sugar Shack”. Above right are Alex Strathdee and 
Ken Cairns who have been busy over the years and said the 1st day of this year's boil of maple syrup garnered 214 litres which is probably a record for this early in 
the season.  (Photos by Gary West)



St. Marys Independent 10 Thursday, February 23, 2023

By Spencer Seymour

The last few months have seen a slew of accolades 
for St. Marys resident and track and field star Isa-
bella Mills, the latest of which being a silver medal 
at the Ontario vs Quebec U16 Dual Championship 
that helped Ontario win the inter-provincial com-
petition.

Mills finished second in the hurdles event at the 
Ontario vs Quebec meet held at York University 
in Toronto on February 11th. She also helped her 
team in the 4x200 relay earn a third-place finish. 
Mills told the Independent that she was motivated 
by the experience of competing against some of the 
province's best track and field athletes.

"It was a great experience and a really cool envi-
ronment to be in with so many great athletes and 
coaches," said Mills. "Seeing all the best people at 
your level and some who might be better than you 
with how talented all of the athletes are makes you 
motivated to keep going and dig down deep to get 
even better."

Part of Mills' qualification for the Ontario vs Que-
bec meet was her strong results on January 29th 
when she finished first in a U16 tetrathlon at the 
Ontario Indoor Combined Events Championship 
held at the Toronto Track and Field Centre. She 
took the top spot in the 60-metre hurdles, high 
jump, 200-metre, and shot-put combination. Her 
first-place finish came thanks to a resilient effort 
by Mills who battled back after a less-than-stellar 
start to finish strong.

"It was my first multi-event meet so it was pret-
ty different from anything I've done before," Mills 
said. "I didn't do too well in the first event but I 
had the opportunity to pick up more points in the 
other events. It was cool to be able to redeem my-
self and realize that I could keep going and not quit 
after the first event because you have more events 
to gain points in."

Mills is a member of the Western University Track 
and Field Club and, despite not turning 14 years 
old until later this year, she received the U16 2022 
Female Athletic Award from the Western track and 
field club, a program that Mills feels has greatly 
helped her develop.

"It caught me off guard because I wasn't competing 

in the U16 division yet. It felt very good to accom-
plish that and was fulfilling to know that my hard 
work could pay off like that."

"My [Western track and field] coach is amazing, 
she's really helpful. I go three days a week, two 
hours a day, so there is a lot of time practicing with 
the club. I really enjoy doing indoor meets so the 
facilities at Western are great for me."

Liz House is Mills' coach at Western and she be-
lieves that the St. Marys resident has found success 
thanks to her will and drive to always get better.

"Isabella works very hard and strives for success in 
every practice and competition," House said. "She 
pairs her natural ability with a strong desire to be 
the best."

Mills' biggest fans are her parents, Christina Bos-
carato and Kene Mills. Boscarato explained what 
she has seen track and field and the club at West-
ern do for Isabella.

"Being a part of the Western track club has made 
Isabella very confident in what she does," said Bos-
carato. "It's helped her with her organization skills, 
it's made her even more determined to strive for 
things. It's not like a team sport where she's got a 
forward or defence partner helping her out, she's 
achieving these things all on her own."

"Obviously, we're very proud of her because she's 
always beating her personal bests and she's im-
proving all the time. It shows that the hard work 
and dedication she's put in is paying off."

SPORTS —

Lindsay Pickering
519-276-9959

www.lindsaypickering.ca
lindsaypickering22@gmail.com

The Independent Sports is brought to you by

Isabella Mills wins silver for Team Ontario

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI swimming team 
earned their way to the WOSSAA 
championship held last Wednesday in 
London and the local swimmers fin-
ished with very good results.

The boys' relay team, consisting of 
Alessandro Leoni, Alex Slade, Em-
mett Doupe, and Jake Pfaff, turned 
in two top-three performances. They 
placed second in the 200-metre Med-
ley relay and third in the 200-metre 
Freestyle relay.

Pfaff also placed third in the 100-me-
tre Individual Medley and fifth in the 
50-metre Freestyle. Doupe took sixth 
place in the 50-metre Freestyle and 
100-metre Breaststroke. Slade fin-
ished sixth in the 100-metre Free-
style.

Emily McCurdy also represented 
DCVI in two events, including a strong 
fifth-place effort in the 27-competitor 
field that made up the girls' 100-me-
tre Breaststroke.

DCVI represented well at WOSSAA swimming championship
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SPORTS —

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH 
 

Property: Lot 21, Concession 10 Blanshard, s/t interest in the Municipality; s/t BLN15975, 
Municipality of Perth South  
 
Municipal Address: 5126 Line 2, Perth South 
 

Total of 100 acres including 93 workable acres (more or less), systemically tiled with 
multiple field entrances and 7 acres of bush and buildings. 
 
Buildings include a 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom home with a drilled well, sunroom, propane 
fireplace, oil furnace, newer deck, kitchen cupboards and flooring. There is a large drive shed 
35’x75’, a small drive shed 30’x25’, a mixed-use bank barn with addition and 2 grain bins. 
This property is subject to a hydro easement. The farmland is currently rented and sown in 
winter wheat. 

 
Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 
p.m. on March 29, 2023. 
 

Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. 
 

 
For tender forms contact: 
Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional 
Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 
Attention:  Andrew Phillips 
 

6 Wellington Street, P. O. Box 846 
Stratford, ON   N5A 6W3  
Phone:   519-271-6770 ext. 2226 
154B Ontario Road, P. O. Box 608 
Mitchell, ON  N0K 1N0 
Phone:  519-348-8112 
Email:  
phillips@stratfordlawyers.com 
 

 
 
 

** Ad will be resized by the publication ** 

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys DCVI Junior Girls volleyball team 
won the Huron-Perth Championship last Thurs-
day!

In a hard-fought five-set thriller, the Junior Girls 
downed the first-place St. Michael Catholic Sec-
ondary to claim the Huron-Perth banner. They 
also earned their spot in this week's WOSSAA 'A' 
championship thanks to their being the last 'A' 
team standing in the Huron-Perth playoffs.

DCVI won their final match of the playoffs in five 
sets, with final scores of 19-25, 25-15, 25-9, 15-25, 
and 15-5. Head Coach Jessica Chateauvert credited 
the Junior Salukis with weathering a very raucous 
setting.

"Playing in front of a full gym, the team kept their 
composure and stayed positive throughout," said 
Chateauvert. "They dropped the first set and then 
found their stride, winning the next two sets con-
vincingly."

Chateauvert added that the St. Marys squad was 
able to capitalize on the atmosphere and dug deep 
to counter the potent St. Michael attack.

"The energy on the floor and on the sidelines was 
fantastic and certainly factored into the team's 
success. The girls worked hard to pass the ball and 
played tenacious defence against strong attacks 
from St. Mike's."

Last Tuesday, the Junior Girls won their quarter-fi-
nal and semi-final games against South Huron 
and Stratford District Secondary. This Thursday, 
St. Marys DCVI hosts the WOSSAA 'A' volleyball 
championships, with the Junior Girls playing a 
semi-final contest at 9:00 a.m. in the Small Gym.

Junior Girls claim Huron-Perth volleyball title

The DCVI Junior Girls volleyball team won the Huron-Perth playoffs and will compete in WOSSAA this Thurs-
day. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Rylee Nethercott, Kiara McGregor, Marin Chateauvert, 
Harvest Elliott, and Libby McCurdy. In the back row, from left, are Head Coach Jess Chateauvert, Abby Martin, 
Adrianna Hollestelle-Black, Jorja Linton, Charlee Pickering, Gracy Schlotzhauer, Eden Sinnett, Olive Aarts, 
Katie Namink, and Cammie Lobb. (Contributed photo)
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By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Lincolns haven't lost a 
game at the PRC since November 4th 
of last year, a streak that increased to 
15 consecutive home wins with back-
to-back victories on Saturday and 
Monday.

After the Family Day games conclud-
ed, the Lincolns were tied for second 
in the Western Conference with the 
London Nationals. The Leamington 
Flyers sit three points up on first in 
the West. Both London and Leaming-
ton have a game in hand on St. Marys. 
LaSalle is in fourth place, five points 
behind the Lincolns.

Lincs stifled, Barkley injured in 4-1 
loss to Flyers

Head Coach Jeff Bradley told the In-
dependent that, while having some 
things to improve upon, their loss to 
the Flyers didn't mean the sky was 
falling.

"It's certainly disappointing but it 
doesn't change our outlook on the 
team or the season," said Bradley. "We 
will go over it, learn from it, and keep 
pushing forward, and hopefully, ev-
eryone will be a little bit better."

Bradley added that some bad luck 
early in the game, both including un-
favourable bounces and an injury to 
one of the Lincs' top players, put the 
team too far behind to catch up.

"We were so excited for that game 
and the players were ready to go, but 
sometimes, when a series of unfortu-
nate things happen, especially when 
you're playing such a good team, it 
can be tough to get it back. I thought 
we did a really good job of respond-
ing, our second period was excellent, 
and we never quit on the game."

During the first period, Lincolns' de-
fenceman Adam Barkley left the game 
due to a shoulder injury. Coach Brad-
ley described how the injury affected 
the team for the rest of the game.

"It altered our powerplay. Ever since 
we switched the formation of our 
powerplay, that top unit has been op-
erating at a very high clip and Adam 
is a big part of that. But even more 
basic than that, Adam is simply one 
of our best players. He eats a ton of 
minutes, the guys look up to him. So 
to have him go out so early, it's defi-
nitely tough. It was a good opportuni-
ty for other members of our defence 
core to step and I thought they did a 
good job, it's just tough playing such a 
strong opponent without one of your 
top players."

Austin Keleher had the lone St. Marys 
goal in the second period assisted by 
Josh Tidgwell and Jacob Montesi. In 
the second, St. Marys outshot Leam-
ington 16-5.

Five-goal second period lifts Lincs 
past Stars

Ethan Lamoureux had a pair along 
with goals from Michael Elliston, Ja-
cob Chantler, and Owen Voortman for 
five goals in the first 11 minutes and 
14 seconds of the second period in 
Saturday's 8-5 win over the St. Thom-
as Stars.

The Stars took a 2-1 lead into the 
first intermission after Michael Levin 
scored twice in the opening peri-
od. Adrian Stubberfield posted the 
lone St. Marys goal in the first with 
a shorthanded marker facilitated on 
a two-on-one by a pass from Cole 
Schnittker.

Lamoureux and Elliston each scored 
just two minutes and 14 seconds into 
the second. Rourke McEwan earned 
an assist on Elliston's goal and the 
St. Marys native received praise from 
the Head Coach.

"Rourke played with confidence and 
was making some really good plays," 
Bradley said. "With the absence of 
Adam Barkley, we needed guys to step 
up, and Rourke did that on Saturday."

Bradley added after the Family Day 
game that Rourke once again played 
very well and described the two home 
games as "a very good weekend" for 

the hometown rearguard.

"I thought we dominated, we did a lot 
of good things, and most of our game 
was good but our puck management 
wasn't as good as we need it to be. 
It's no secret that St. Thomas has two 
elite players that we wanted to make 
the night tough on which we did pret-
ty well but we sometimes got away 
from being disciplined in our defen-
sive structure."

Matteo Lalama turned away 42 St. 
Thomas shots to earn the victory.

Family Day one of Lincs' most com-
plete games of the year

Although on paper, the score suggest-
ed that the Lincolns' Family Day game 
against the Sarnia Legionnaires was 
close, in reality, St. Marys turned in 
one of their most complete and domi-
nant efforts of the season as they beat 
the visitors from Sarnia 4-2.

The first period was especially dom-
inant for the Lincolns who kept the 
play in the Legionnaires' zone almost 
exclusively. However, goaltender Ty-
ler Richardson held the Legionnaires 
in the contest, only allowing one goal 
on 17 shots in the first 20 minutes. 
Elliston scored the only goal of the 
opening stanza, giving him goals in 
three of his last four.

In the second, Sean Doherty found 
the back of the net to tie the game at 
one apiece heading into the third. El-
liston struck again with his sixth goal 
in his last four games just 82 sec-
onds into the final period, followed 
by Jaden Lee scoring on the power-
play one minute and 11 seconds later. 
Ryan Richardson cut the deficit back 
down to one but the game was sealed 
by an empty-netter from Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence.

Bradley was thrilled with the team's 
ability to refocus their efforts on the 
defensive side of the puck, saying that 
the Lincolns played "outstanding" on 
Monday afternoon.

"A big pet peeve of ours is when we 
have full control of the puck and 
we just give it away," Bradley ex-
plained. "We showed a few clips of 
us doing that against St. Thomas and 
addressed it with the group before 
Monday's game. To their credit, the 
players went out and executed close 
to perfectly."

"I think, when we look over the vid-
eo from [Monday's] game, the players 
are going to see that we did a lot right 
and didn't get rewarded as much as 
we deserved. It was a bit frustrating 
that pucks weren't going in for us but 
I thought overall we were outstand-
ing."

Monday's victory was the 15th 
straight home win for the Lincolns, 
while Saturday's win continued the 
team's stretch of not losing consec-
utive games since October 2nd and 
7th. Bradley said that the success the 
team has experienced so far this sea-
son is very special, but not just from 
an on-ice standpoint.

"I think this has been a really good 
year and I don't just mean on the ice. 
We have amazing fan support. The 
executive is fantastic, the training 
staff is excellent. Greg [Smale] has 
worked so hard to provide us with 
these players who are all good kids. 
Our coaching staff has meshed well. 
We had a team trip to Detroit which 
was a success. Everyone involved 
with this team and everything we've 
done so far has been really positive."

Carter George got the win in goal, 
making 18 saves. It was George's re-
turn to the team after a week-long 
call-up to the Owen Sound Attack. 
George's call-up coincided with the 
Attack's Hockey For Hospice jersey 
auction, with the 16-year-old goalie's 
jersey selling for $450.

The Lincolns played on Wednesday 
night in LaSalle and will wrap up 
their regular season schedule this 
Friday night at the PRC in a rematch 
of last Thursday against the Flyers.

SPORTS —
Lincolns up to 15 straight wins at home

St. Marys Lincolns' forward Owen Voortman battles for the puck during a recent 
game against the Sarnia Legionnaires. The Lincs have won 15 straight home 
games and haven't lost consecutive games since the first week of October. (Photo 
credit: Spencer Seymour)
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By Spencer Seymour

Although they weren't able to capture the 
Huron-Perth Championship banner, the St. 
Marys DCVI Senior Girls volleyball team 
ended last week on a high note with a win 
over Mitchell that books their ticket to this 
week's WOSSAA 'A' volleyball champion-
ship.

The team got out to a strong start last 
Thursday despite mediocre serving by win-
ning the first set 25-22. A poor start caused 
DCVI to have trouble finding any rhythm in 
the second set which they dropped 22-25. 
However, the third and fourth sets were all 
Salukis as Reagan Silcox and Becky Walsh 
put on a serving clinic to clinch the match.

That win over Mitchell qualified the Senior 
Girls for the WOSSAA 'A' volleyball cham-
pionship being held this Thursday at DCVI.

Earlier in the week, the Senior Girls ad-
vanced to the semi-final of the Huron-Perth 
playoffs with a three-set win over Goderich 
in the quarters last Tuesday. 

"We were the favourites heading in and 
the team was confident," said Head Coach 
Steve Chateauvert. "We started out quite 
well but, as has been an issue this season, 
we missed quite a few serves, giving away 
easy points and losing our momentum. We 
cleaned things up in the third set with bet-
ter serving and a better focus on skill exe-
cution."

Later in the day, the Salukis turned in a 
valiant effort against the highly skilled 
Stratford District Secondary squad in the 
semi-final but lost in four sets.

The WOSSAA volleyball championship is 
taking place at DCVI this Thursday with the 
Senior Girls playing in the Large Gym.

Senior Girls WOSSAA-bound with win over Mitchell

The St. Marys DCVI Senior Girls volleyball team is heading for WOSSAA after defeating Mitchell last Thursday. Pictured 
in the front row, from left to right, are Lila Corby, Lydia Taylor, Becky Walsh, and Audrey Littlejohn. In the back row, from 
left, are Saelyn Firby, Eve Greig, Erin Massie, Ellen Thorup, Reagan Silcox, Neave Gorris, Brooklyn Newman, and Head 
Coach Steve Chateauvert. Absent is Gwen Taylor. (Contributed photo)

www.stonetowntravel.com

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

STONETOWN
TRAVEL Where in the world Where in the world 
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Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.Let us take the hassle out of your holidays.
Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel Reach out to one of our knowledgeable travel 

consultants today!consultants today!
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SPORTS —
Goalie Wheeler leads U13 
B Boys in resilient battle 
against Mount Brydges

U16 A Boys focused on 
responding after dropping 
first playoff game

Braydon Wheeler making one of many saves in his excellent display in between 
the pipes last Wednesday. Head Coach Bob Davis said the whole team "played 
with heart" in the St. Marys Fire Department U13 B Boys St. Marys Rock game 
against the Mount Brydges Cougars. The high-powered Cougars came away with 
a 4-2 win but Davis told the Independent that his group "played with desire, trust 
in one another, and knowledge of what they've been learning." The underdog Rock 
fell behind 3-1 but fought back to make it a one-goal game, thanks in large part to 
the goaltending showcase of Wheeler, whose performance Davis said "helped the 
boys keep pushing." (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

Hayden Brintnell carries the puck out of his zone during a recent St. Marys Legion 
U16 A Boys St. Marys Rock game. The team is looking to refocus and "elevate their 
compete level" after losing their first playoff game 2-0 to the Milton Winterhawks 
last Saturday. Head Coach Dan Schiedel told the Independent that, heading into 
their next game on February 27th, the team is determined to return to their highly 
competitive style. "One of our edges as a team is our ability to compete relentless-
ly, play disciplined, and play as a team," said Schiedel. "Those are the hallmarks of 
our team and if we're doing all of those things, good things are going to happen." 
(Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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Atlin & Associates, CPAs, is excited to announce that 
Justin Innes, CPA, CA has joined our team
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A T L I N  &  A S S O C I A T E S

Atlin & Associates has 14 staff, including 5 CPAs
We Offer:

• Compilation and review engagement, financial statements for corporations
• Canadian personal and corporate tax return preparation
• US personal tax preparation, including US rental properties
• Business support, including assistance with corporate restructuring, farm transition and

succession planning and government loans, grants and assistance filing, business
purchases, sales and cash flow plans

• Personal trust and estate planning

Our clients appreciate the personal service we offer and we are committed to always being
responsive and focused on improving our clients' lives. Please reach out to us to discuss your
tax and accounting needs. We are sure you will be pleased you did.

Justin has 14 years of tax and financial accounting 
experience and has helped many clients better structure 
their affairs to minimize tax and find ways to improve their 
business operations. He comes from a farming background 
and has a practical understanding of the tax and operating 
issues facing farm businesses. He has provided many farm 
families succession planning services to allow them to 
realize tax savings while keeping the farm in the family.

Justin is a life-long Perth South resident. He and his family 
enjoy the quality of life that the Avonton area provides. He 
is active on the boards of the Avon Trail and Perth Huron 
Builders' Association. Reach out to Justin at 
jinnes@atlinca.com

SPORTS —
Perth County Curling 
Champs

In a qualification bonspiel for Huron Perth, the St. Marys DCVI boys curling team 
put up a perfect 3-0 record against teams from St. Mike's, Stratford District SS, 
and Listowel District SS to take first-place honours in the County this year. In the 
final, facing an experienced Listowel squad, the boys defied the odds by stealing 1 
point in the 7th end and another steal of 2 points in the 8th end to win 6-5. Pictured 
above, from left to right: lead Ezra Bender, skip Jake Grant, vice Jack Switzer, and 
second Matt Luyten. (Stewart Grant photo)

Consistency the key 
ingredient still being 
developed by U15 C Boys

Ethan St. Clair fires a shot during last Wednesday's Frayne Custom Cabinets U15 
C Boys St. Marys Rock playoff game. The Rock had stretches of playing very well 
in their two playoff games last week but are still working on being at their best 
consistently. Head Coach Matt King told the Independent that the team has "been 
talking a lot about taking away time and space and putting pressure on the oppo-
nent, especially against the more skilled teams." King added that he thought the 
team did a better job of executing their game plan in the latter half of the first period 
and the second last Friday against Lucan but they were knocked off 3-2 by Lucan. 
The Rock also fell 7-1 to Ilderton last Wednesday. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER PERTH SOUTH 
 

Property: Part Lot 22, Concession 10 Blanshard; Part Lot 23, Concession 10 Blanshard as 
in R383527; s/t BLN15976, Municipality of Perth South  
 
Municipal Address: Line 2, Perth South, no Municipal 911 number is assigned. The 
property is beside 5126 Line 2, Perth South. 
 

Total of 76 acres including 56 workable acres (more or less) and 20 acres of bush and an old 
gravel pit sown in hay, systemically tiled. This property contains no buildings and is subject 
to a hydro easement. 
 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 
p.m. on April 5, 2023. 
 

Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. 
 

 
For tender forms contact: 
Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional 
Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 
Attention:  Andrew Phillips 
 

6 Wellington Street, P. O. Box 846 
Stratford, ON   N5A 6W3  
Phone:   519-271-6770 ext. 2226 
154B Ontario Road, P. O. Box 608 
Mitchell, ON  N0K 1N0 
Phone:  519-348-8112 
Email:  
phillips@stratfordlawyers.com 

 
 
 
 

** Ad will be resized by the publication ** 
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Renovating and Restoring

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

This Friday evening, February 24, the 
St. Marys Museum will be hosting the 
annual Heritage Fair at the Pyramid 
Recreation Centre. This year’s theme 
is Rebuilding and Restoring – some-
thing that could apply to many situa-
tions as we begin to recover from all 
the grim disruptions of the pandem-
ic. Restoration, in the technical sense, 
means returning an object to its orig-
inal state. However, nowadays, in a 
museum context, most practitioners 
believe that full and total restoration 
should be avoided because it affects 
the historic provenance of an arti-
fact. Museum restoration work is still 
undertaken to make a deteriorated 
or damaged artifact understandable 
when it is on display. However, a pro-
fessional museum restoration, as in 
the case of the St. Marys Museum’s 
CCM motor bicycle (featured in last 
week’s column,) will try to preserve 
evidence of the history of an artifact’s 
use because that is an integral part of 
the story it has to tell us today. 

The large, limestone house in Cadzow 
Park, home of the St. Marys Muse-
um, could be considered in itself the 
largest and most important artifact of 
all. It was built ca 1854 for one of the 
earliest settler families to live in St. 
Marys, the Tracys. It stands on top of 
the hill in the park, its façade hard-
ly changed, as it has done for almost 
170 years. Of course the house is not 
exactly the same as when it was built. 
Exterior wooden features cannot be 
expected to survive Canadian weather 
for decades without some portions be-
ing repaired or replaced. The shutters 
on the windows are now fixed in place 
to keep them stable in high winds and 
no longer open and close as they once 
did. Obviously, stone walls need regu-
lar repointing while wooden steps and 
verandas need regular repainting. But 
overall, if George Tracy could return 
from the past for a visit, he would see 
his home still standing, as pleasant 
and welcoming as when he lived there. 

The interior is a different story. Until 
the early 1980s, at least a portion of 
the building was used as a residence 
and for the first 70 years of its his-
tory, the house was privately owned 
by successive families. Those years 
saw inevitable changes: fireplaces 
replaced by coal and wood-burning 
stoves, in turn replaced by furnaces 
of varying efficiency. Municipal water 
and hydro-electricity were installed, 
involving interior modifications. In 
1925, Cadzow became a family park, 
complete with swings, slides and, by 
1926, a swimming pool. The house 
also became municipal property and 
was rented out to several differ-
ent families through the years. After 
World War II, when housing was very 
scarce, it was divided into apartments 

so that it could accommodate two fam-
ilies at a time. 

 In the early 1950s, when the local 
branch of the Women’s Institute was 
looking for a home for its growing col-
lection of historic artifacts, the lime-
stone house in Cadzow Park seemed to 
be the ideal location. It was associated 
with one of the town’s earliest settlers, 
George Tracy. It was set in a spacious 
Cadzow Park – property owned by the 
town of St. Marys. By 1959, the Wom-
en’s Institute had persuaded town 
council to let them use several vacant 
rooms in the house and the St. Marys 
Museum was underway. The collec-
tion grew and grew, requiring more 
and more space to display and store 
donated artifacts.  The last tenants left 
in 1981 and soon all the rooms of the 
house, including the third-floor attic, 
were full. 

When a permanent curator was hired 
and the Museum began to operate in 
accordance with the standards estab-
lished by the Ontario Heritage Min-
istry, the challenges of maintaining 
a community history museum in a 
historic house became apparent. The 
Women’s Institute had done a fantas-
tic job to build the collection. Howev-
er, from the Ministry’s point of view, 
deficiencies included lack of dedicated 
storage areas where artifacts not cur-
rently on display could be stored away 
from damaging exposure to light and 
extremes of temperature. There was a 
lack of space for visitors who arrived 
to do research and who needed a clear 
surface for reading archival materi-
als and making notes. When students 
were hired as seasonal employees, it 
was a struggle to find them individual 
work areas. 

But perhaps the most urgent need was 
to make the building accessible so that 
all who wished to enter were able to 
do so. It was upsetting to have visitors 
turn away because they used a walker 
or a wheelchair. Some elderly patrons 
were hesitant to climb the steps at 
the front veranda entrance. And even 
if the visitors managed to get inside, 

there were restrictions. The wing at 
the back, originally for the kitchen, 
was a step down from the floor lev-
el in the main part of the house. The 
kitchen wing was where the wash-
rooms were. Some exhibit rooms were 
on the second floor. There had to be 
a solution that would address the de-
ficiencies – and a solution that could 
realistically be afforded! The only an-
swer seemed to be major renovations 
to the interior of the building and an 
addition that would provide not only 
more space for storage and research 
but also barrier-free entrances to the 
entire facility. 

Moving ahead on a capital project 
seemed an incredibly slow process. All 
steps had to be done in a certain order. 
First, council approval had to be ob-
tained. Then, before applications for 
grants could be submitted, an archi-
tect had to prepare preliminary plans 
and cost estimates. In 2002, Michael 
Wilson, a Stratford architect, was se-
lected to do this. In 2003, a grant from 
the Department of Canadian Heritage 
allowed the Museum to hire a consult-
ing firm to prepare a feasibility study 
and a business plan. The aim was to 
propose ways and means to undertake 

this major capital project. In April, the 
consultants presented their report to 
a joint meeting of Town Council and 
the Museum Board. Council autho-
rized the Museum board and staff to 
carry out more specific planning, to 
investigate potential funding sourc-
es and to expand the base of support 
from within the community.

In March 2005, a new group, the 
Friends of the St. Marys Museum, was 
formally organized, directors elected 
and an executive formed. This group 
still exists with the aim to support 
the activities of the Museum, in areas 
that include fund-raising for specific 
projects. It is now a registered chari-
table foundation and will be holding 
its Annual General Meeting on March 
27, marking the 18th anniversary of 
its establishment. The members of the 
Friends were among the most eager 
when architect Michael Wilson pre-
sented the initial plans and elevations 
in May 2005. The west elevation is 
shown with this week’s column. 

A call for tenders was prepared and 
the project was ready to begin. But the 
required preparations to get the old 
building ready, to protect the existing 
collection, to try to maintain some lev-
el of services throughout construction 
and the ongoing challenge of fund-
raising – these were all daunting pros-
pects. Next week’s column will explain 
how the Museum survived the disrup-
tion and then managed to restore the 
exhibit space and rebuild community 
interest when construction was com-
pleted. 

For more information, stop by the 
Museum table at the Heritage Fair on 
Friday evening to learn about upcom-
ing exhibits and programs. Items from 
the Museum’s gift shop will be for sale 
and information about joining the 
Friends of the St. Marys Museum will 
be available.
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA LUXURY CAR SALESTRATFORD KIA LUXURY CAR SALE

2018 Kia Stinger GT Limited

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
84,886 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,229 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Infiniti Q50 Luxe

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,425 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,834 km

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

2021 AUDI A4 S LINE PREMIUM 2021 AUDI A4 S LINE PREMIUM 
PLUS 45 TFSI QUATTRO AWDPLUS 45 TFSI QUATTRO AWD

2022 TESLA MODEL 3 2022 TESLA MODEL 3 
STANDARD RANGE PLUS RWDSTANDARD RANGE PLUS RWD

2019 FORD MUSTANG 2019 FORD MUSTANG 
GT RWDGT RWD

$53,995$53,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 6,7946,794 km km
$69,995$69,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 310310 km km
$47,995$47,995 + HST & lic + HST & lic

LOW KMS LOW KMS 8,6408,640 km km

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Fixed Operations 
Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

COMMUNITY —

By Alizon Sharun

Have a Heart Day is a child and youth-led reconcil-
iation event that brings together caring Canadians 
to help ensure First Nations children have the op-
portunity to grow up safely at home, get a good ed-
ucation, be healthy, and be proud of who they are.

This Valentines month, you are warmly invited to 
join members of the St. Marys London Stratford 
area Amnesty group for a morning of making and 
writing Valentine Cards for Have a Heart Day on 
behalf of First Nations children. This takes place on 
Sunday 26th February, from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm at 
Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters, St.Marys.

The federal government’s funding of child and fam-
ily services in First Nations communities for many 

years has been at least 22 percent less per child. 
This underfunding has created a crisis for First Na-
tions children and their families.

Put on your crafting hat and create Valentine cards 
to send to the Prime Minister and elected members 
of Parliament to call for greater equality in fund-
ing for First Nations children and young people. All 
supplies will be provided.

First Nations children are falling through the gaps. 
Every child in this country deserves to thrive.

For more information and for other ways to hon-
our Have a Heart Day, go to First Nations Child and 
Family Caring Society: fncaringsociety.com.

The local Amnesty International group welcomes 

new members. Please contact elenadumitru1983@
yahoo.ca if you are interested in joining.

“Have a Heart” at Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters
Event held this Sunday, 26th February, from 10:30 to 1:00pm

Community Liaison Committee 
The next Community Liaison Committee Meeting is going 
to be held on Friday March 3rd at 10am. Members of 
the public who wish to observe as the members of the 
Committee discuss information with respect to St Marys 
Cement can watch the live meeting online. Please see the 
Town of St Marys Events Calendar for the link to the 
online meeting.

Please submit any questions and concerns for the meeting 
by March 1st to kara.terpstra@vcimentos.com.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COMMUNITY —

Kirkton Woodham Pool Lifeguards & Swim Instructors

The Township of Perth South is hiring aquatic positions for Summer 2023! The Township of
Perth South is operating the Kirkton Woodham Outdoor Swimming Pool from late June until
the end of August. As a lifeguard or swim instructor, you will be part of a team, meet new
people, earn money, challenge yourself and have fun!

Qualifications:
 Current Standard First Aid with CPR C
 Current National Lifeguard
 Current Swim Instructor Certification is considered an asset

All qualifications need to be current as of June 2023. Please submit a copy of your
qualifications with your application. If you have not yet taken the course but intend to prior to
the deadline date, please include these details in your application.

Head Lifeguard Hourly Range/Wage: $16.09 - $19.46

Lifeguard & Swim Instructor Hourly Range/Wage: $18.18 - $21.29

A detailed job description is available www.perthsouth.ca. Please submit your resume and
cover letter, preferably by email, to:

Rebecca Clothier, CAO / Treasurer
Township of Perth South
3191 Rd 122, St. Pauls, ON N0K 1V0
Email: rclothier@perthsouth.ca

While we appreciate all applications received, only those selected for an interview will be
contacted.

Personal information collected in response to this advertisement is collected under the
authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 to determine eligibility for employment with the Township
of Perth South. Please direct inquiries to the CAO/Treasurer at 519-271-0619 x 227.

Noel Banavage entertains 
all different ages

On Saturday, February 18th customers at the Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters 
were entertained by local musician, Noel Banavage playing his saxophone. His 
granddaughter, Noelle Hewitt enjoyed the music as well.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

Victim of Grandparent 
Scam Loses $16,000
On Wednesday, February 15, 2023 the 
Stratford Police Service attended an 
address on Salina Street North, in 
the Town of St Marys after receiving 
a report of a Grandparent Scam, in 
which the victim was defrauded of 
$16,000.

Police learned that the victim was 
contacted by an unknown male re-
porting to be an officer with the 
Brantford Police Service. The scam-
mer advised the victim that her 
grandson had been arrested and 
money was required to have him re-
leased from custody with a “Condi-
tional Discharge”, meaning he would 
have no criminal record. The victim 
was led to believe that she was bound 
by a gag order and could be criminal-
ly charged if she disclosed this infor-
mation to anyone else.

What is highly unusual with this 
case, is that once the victim obtained 
the money, arrangements were made 
for the scammer to attend the victim’s 
residence to retrieve the cash.

An unknown male subsequently at-
tended the victim’s residence on two

occasions. The first visit was on 
Thursday, February 9, 2023, with the 
second being on Tuesday, February 
14, 2023. Both visits are believed to 
have been sometime after 12:00 p.m.

The male was described as a white 
male, approximately 5’8” tall, black 
hair, slim build, wearing a medi-
cal mask, dressed in regular street 
clothes. The male is believed to have 
arrived and left on foot in an un-
known direction.

The Stratford Police Service is ask-
ing for anyone in the area with vid-
eo surveillance to please check your 
cameras and forward video of any 
unknown pedestrian traffic to nkeat-
ing@stratfordpolice.com. Anyone 
with any other information is asked 
to call D/C Nick Keating at 519-271-
4147 ext. 8177, or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS.

You are also encouraged to have con-
versations with family and friends 
regarding these types of scams to 
help prevent further individuals 
from being victimized. 
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By Nancy Abra

There has been a couple of local 
news reports that people have been 
scammed out of thousands of dollars.

The other day my husband, Gord an-
swered our landline and the female 
voice, trying to sound younger said 
she was our favourite granddaugh-
ter. Gord didn’t say anything in re-
sponse. Then she said she was very 
sick and needed medication. We had 
just been with all of our grandchil-
dren the day before and they were 
all perfectly fine. Gord knew this 
was a scam call. He then told the 
female voice, “Hope you feel better 
soon” and hung up.

With these emergency scams, includ-
ing the variation called “grandparent 

scams”, the fraudsters use urgency 
and the manipulation of emotions 
to extort money from their victims. 
In these scams, fraudsters cold call 
seniors on landline phones, claiming 
to be a grandchild, family member, 
law enforcement officer or lawyer 
calling on behalf of their loved one. 
They will say that the person’s loved 
one is sick or involved in an emer-
gency situation, such as an accident, 
charged by law enforcement and in 
a legal peril. They demand the se-
nior provide payment immediately 
for supposed bail, legal fees, fines 
or other amounts ‘owed’ to stop the 
family member from going to jail or 
to get them released from custody. 
This is all a scam.

The fraudsters isolate the victims 

by informing them that there is a 
court-imposed gag order and they 
are forbidden from discussing the 
matter with anyone. The victims are 
directed to their financial institution 
to withdraw the requested amount 
in cash and are given a story by the 
fraudsters to tell the bank tellers 
if questioned. The fraudsters then 
send someone to pick up the cash at 
the victim's home. There also have 
been reports of victims paying in 
cryptocurrency.

If you fall victim to a fraud or know 
someone who has, contact your lo-
cal police department to report the 
crime and also report it to the Ca-
nadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-
495-8501 or online on the Fraud 
Reporting System (FRS), even if a 

financial loss did not occur.

Fraudsters target anyone and ev-
eryone, particularly the vulnera-
ble and seniors. It is estimated that 
only 5-10% of victims report scams 
and fraud to law enforcement. Being 
scammed can happen to anyone and 
it is not their fault. Most seniors fall 
victim to these scams just because 
they want to help. The fraudsters 
play on their victims' emotions. If 
you know a senior or have an elder-
ly family member, reach out to them 
and have a conversation on what 
to do if they get a phone call from 
someone who needs their help.  

Source: OPP Constable Jeff Hare, 
Community Services and Media Re-
lations

THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

GRAND OLE COUNTRY OPRY SHOW - SUNDAY MARCH 5TH

THE CANADIAN COUNTRY SHOW BAND & 5 SPECIAL GUESTS!

By Nancy Abra

The commitment, energy and collec-
tive vision are key components for 
any successful event. As for a dinner 
theatre, that is very true, plus hours 
and hours of rehearsals.

Since January 2nd, the cast of thir-
teen for the Thorndale Agriculture 
Society’s production, “Crazy Hors-
es” by Mark Norman, have been re-
hearsing three times a week. The 
dedication of these amateur commu-
nity actors for the past six weeks has 
been fueled by their own passion but 
also dozens of homemade cookies, 
numerous pots of tea and copious 
kilos of jujubes, among other treats 
during rehearsal breaks.

Each actor spends extra hours, in 
his and her own way, to learn their 
lines and preparing for each re-
hearsal night. Murray Lee, who is 
no stranger to the Thorndale dinner 
theatre stage commented, “I go over 
my lines a few times before I get to 
play practice. It is very important not 
to lose my lines so I don’t let the oth-
er actors down or mess them up with 
their lines.”

Director, Joe Facey remarked, “Noth-
ing happens on stage by accident. 

The choregraph of actors, lights, 
sound and moving and shifting props 
have all come together. Everyone has 
worked so hard. And we have all had 
fun doing this.”

Everyone sees what happens on 
stage. But behind the scenes is es-
sential for the dinner theatre’s suc-

cess.

A temporary set was built the end of 
December in the hall at St. George’s 
Anglican Church in Thorndale where 
the cast rehearsed these past weeks. 
The set was then disassembled 
on Feb 14th and taken to the new 
Thorndale Lion’s Community Centre 

on Feb 15th where the Thorndale Ag 
Society rented the centre for the next 
two weeks. A volunteer crew includ-
ing most of the cast, some who had 
took a day from their work, built a 
stage, and re-constructed the set in 
under eight hours, ready for the first 
rehearsal in this new home. The as-
sembly of lights and sound were also 
met with a few challenges but with 
the talents of that crew it worked out.

Besides the set, there was a crew of 
three ladies who worked on the cos-
tumes, from sourcing articles to over 
50 hours of sewing from scratch. 
They say clothes make the man or 
woman, and in this case they certain-
ly do. 

As for the meals that are served pri-
or to the stage production, there are 
hours of planning, sourcing ingredi-
ents and cooking. These meals are all 
produced by local community groups 
and churches.

The actors on stage get all the laughs 
and applause. The unsung heroes 
are behind the scenes, in the kitch-
en and backstage. The Thorndale 
Dinner Theatre is truly a communi-
ty event…by the community, for the 
community. 

Behind the Scenes at Thorndale Dinner Theatre

Beware of Telephone Scams

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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COLUMN —

Estate Planning is 
essential to ensure 

that your last wishes 
are followed. 

See us to make certain things 
are in order
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10% off McCully's Lady Ross Relish

February Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

Closed:  Monday – Thursday

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Gala, Honey Crisp and 
Ida Red apples

Local Apples

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

Our Annual Maple Syrup Festival, including tours of the sugar shack and the 
barn and a horse drawn wagon ride through the woods (weather permitting) 

and our Pancake Brunch will run every Weekend in March.  Brunch and tours 
run 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.   Pancake Brunch can again be enjoyed in the greenhouse 

or we can box it up for you to eat at home. 

McCully's Annual Maple Syrup Festival

LENTEN REFLECTIONS: Getting perspective

For Christians around the world 
we are entering the season of 
Lent. Many people have become 
distanced from organized reli-
gion over the last 30 years but 
there remains a memory of Pan-
cake Tuesday Suppers and Ash 
Wednesday and the question of, 
“What am I going to abstain from 
or give up during Lent?” Any of 
these can simply be Googled for 
information as to what their his-
tory and meaning are, but what 
about their relevance in the 21st 
century?

I didn’t grow up attending church 
and still my family celebrated 
Pancake Tuesday. Many years 
later I adopted the Presbyterian 
Church as my ‘faith home’ and 
over time the traditions of this 
season have developed a deep-
er meaning for me. Often during 
Lent we hear stories such as, 
“Then Jesus was led up by the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil.” Some may 
ask, “Did this happen?” and in-
deed lots of questions and de-
bates are had regarding all scrip-
ture. But consider for a moment 
this verse of scripture that talks 
about being led into the wilder-
ness and being tempted. I don’t 
know about you, but there have 
been times in my life when I felt 
like I was stranded out in a wil-
derness. I could cite when my 
husband died suddenly at the 
age of 30, or when I was diag-
nosed with cancer. There have 
been times when I have been 
tempted as well – times when I 
struggled about the ‘right choice’ 
or ‘the easy choice’.

Lent affords an opportunity for 
us to look at our life – our habits, 
our choices, our actions. For cen-
turies Lent was viewed as a time 
to abstain from or give up or ‘sac-
rifice’ (ie coffee for those of you 
who drink it) in order to under-
stand suffering. In more recent 
years it has expanded to include 
taking on something new to more 
fully develop our character such 
as a daily walk or a daily time of 
gratitude. Taking time to pause 
and reflect can help us gain a 
clearer perspective. This then is 
one of the gifts of Lent.

In a recent interview by Tom 
Power on CBC ‘Q’ he was inter-
viewing the singer, Pink (Alecia 
Moore). During the interview she 

spoke of taking time to reflect on 
three questions: Who am I? Who 
do I want to be? What is hold-
ing me back? Good questions to 
ponder during Lent. Many are 
reading Jordan Peterson’s book 
“12 Rules For Life: An Antidote to 
Chaos” or “Lessons of the Turtle” 
by Steve Goodier. This tells me 
that people are thirsty to come 
to a clearer understanding of 
their life in a time when we have 
become more isolated and less 
trusting of community, and God 
is a master of bringing order out 
of chaos.

Over the last 70 years people 
have had to acknowledge the sad 
but true reality of abuses commit-
ted by religious people and com-
munities, and I have wept over 
this many a time and lamented 
as well the divisions that reli-
gious doctrine can create. Still 
my faith remains - that still small 
voice of God, and helps me find a 
way forward - a way that reminds 
me daily that each of us has it in 
our power to put something lov-
ing and beautiful into our com-
munity, into our families, into our 
friends. Perhaps this Lent will be 
a time for you to reflect on a daily 
basis to gain perspective on what 
your role is in helping yourself, 
your family, your community or 
this world become somehow bet-
ter than it has been up to now.

Peace, Rev. Gwen

By Rev. Gwen Ament

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown 
Crier on Page 5
Friday, February 24
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- Station Gallery opening of “Paintings of the 
Endangered”
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
- St. Marys Museum Heritage Fair at the PRC – 7 to 9 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Leamington Flyers at the PRC – 
7:30 pm 
Saturday, February 25
- Station Gallery reception to meet the artist of 
“Paintings of the Endangered” – 1 to 4 pm
- Coldest Night of the Year walk – Check-in opens at 
4:30 pm at the PRC
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
Sunday, February 26
- “Have a Heart” event at the Snapping Turtle Coffee 
Roasters – 10:30 am to 1 pm
- A.N.A.F. Marg Hogg Memorial Games Day – 12:30 pm
Monday, February 27
- Community Dinner at St. Marys United Church – 5 pm, 
Sponsored by Hodges Funeral Home. Admission is free 
but donations are greatly appreciated

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD
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“Tomorrow we’re going to 
spend the day at a water 
park”.  Frankly, it didn’t thrill 
me. Fine if you are a kid or a 
grandparent accompanying 
children. But my grandkids 
were a continent away. This 
“water park” was in Mexi-
co and I was part of a small 
group of adult travel commu-
nicators.

So lack of enthusiasm was 
the order of the day.

Until, that is, we reached the 
place – Xcaret Park in Playa 
del Carmen. We discovered 
an amazing destination, well 
worth at least an entire day. 
Because Xcaret (pronounced 
Sh-karet, which took me 
about an hour to actually 
master, using my very lim-
ited, English Canadian lin-
guistic tools) is so much more 
than a water park.

To be fair, the water feature 
was pretty amazing in its own 
right. It’s an underground 
river. You don a flotation 
vest and swim (or sometimes 
float) downstream for about 
45 minutes. Xcaret is a pop-
ular place, so you can some-
times find yourself in a bit 

of a floating traffic jam but 
when you are free from the 
human logjam, it’s a wonder-
fully free and relaxing exer-
cise. Loved it.

I loved everything about 
Xcaret. The place celebrates 
the history of the Mayan peo-
ple and Mexico in general, 
and does so in remarkable 
ways.

In fact, history is alive and 
well at Xcaret, and one of 
my favourite sections of the 
enormous park is the ar-
tisans’ market where local 
craftspeople are producing 
handcrafts that reflect their 
heritage and then selling 
them at remarkably low pric-
es. 

Xcaret celebrates natural 
history too. Everywhere you 
turn in the park, you will 
see birds (and some beasts) 
that are native to the area. 
Brightly coloured Macaws 
are everywhere and we also 
encountered flamingos being 
taken for a walk. Living wild 
and free in the park are co-
ati mundis (sort of a combi-
nation squirrel and raccoon) 
dumpster diving into the gar-
bage cans. We learned that a 
current project at Xcaret is an 
attempt to design garbage re-
ceptacles that will discourage 
the ravenous coatis. So far, 
the animals are winning.

While bird life is everywhere, 
the best place to see them 
is the enormous aviary. We 
strolled among dozens of spe-
cies of amazing birds includ-
ing orioles, white pelicans, 
some apparently bejeweled 
vultures, and – my favourites 

– roseate spoonbills. A fasci-
nating attraction and one I 
would happily recommend all 
on its own. But this is just a 
small part of the wonders at 
Xcaret.

Close by is a butterfly conser-
vatory. I am a sucker for but-
terfly conservatories. I’m the 
guy who messes things up by 
doing a reverse trip, retracing 
my steps to get one more look 
at all the flying jewelry. 

There are also outdoor areas 
where local animals can be 
spotted – jaguars, pumas, and 
more.

And then there are the shows. 
Visitors can take in an ele-
gant and exciting equestri-
an performance and it was a 
very nice touch when the rid-
ers processioned in carrying 
flags, including Canada’s ma-
ple leaf. 

There are musical perfor-
mances including of course a 
very fine mariachi band.

The food at Xcaret is tantaliz-
ing. We dined at a Mexican (of 
course) buffet where literally 
everything I tasted was re-
ally, really good – and I tast-
ed a lot! The soft tacos were 
a stand-out. I may have had 
seconds.

You never know what you 
will encounter around the 
next bend of the path. One 
building houses some histor-
ic artifacts including an enor-
mous collection of manger 
scenes, and a lot of art on the 
uniquely Mexican theme of 
the Day of the Dead. 

Speaking of which, there is 
also a very amusing ceme-

tery. I know, that just seems 
wrong somehow, but it’s not. 
The highly decorated, faux 
graves mark the final rest-
ing places of people whose 
names are Spanish puns. One 
of them bears a name that is 
actually two Mexican beers 
and the entire memorial is 
built of beer caps. Mexican 
culture has a unique, celebra-
tory view of death as part of 
life; it’s very philosophically 
appealing.

One of the most striking 
spots at Xcaret is the church 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
a functioning church built 
into a cave. The seating de-
scends sharply toward the 
altar which is surrounded 
by a pond, and sits beneath 
a soaring tree that stretches 
to high above the room. It is 
spectacular. The front pews 
are occupied by cut-out fig-
ures of dozens of well-known, 
deceased Mexicans from ath-
letes and artists to former 
presidents and poets.

And none of this is the best 

bit at Xcaret. That has to be 
the evening show which you 
can attend as dinner theatre 
or simply as an audience 
member. Undoubtedly the 
best show I have ever seen 
at a theme park, Xcaret’s 
presentation celebrates the 
history of the Riviera Maya 
and Mexico in general, with 
live music and dance, inter-
spersed with historic Mayan 
sporting events, including 
one incredible sport that I can 
only describe as fire hockey. 
The “puck” is a flaming ball 
and the goals are huge flam-
ing bowls.

The show features at least a 
hundred costumed and high-
ly talented performers. And 
if my hosts from Xcaret and 
Swoop Airlines had allowed 
it, I would have happily re-
turned for another fantastic 
performance the next day!

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The underground river – a 45-minute swim. All photos by Paul Knowles One moment in the amazing dinner show at Xcaret.

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The Riviera Maya’s Xcaret: a theme park like no other

By Paul Knowles

Macaws are everywhere in the park.
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Your name

What is yours 

but mostly used 

by others?

Wren White (3)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
Did you hear about the 

fire at the circus?

It was in tents

What did the 
fisherman say to the 

card magician?

Pick a cod, any cod

What is the Karate 
experts favorite 

beverage?

Kara-tea

What caused the 
airline to go bankrupt?

Runway inflation

Where do Floridians 
wash their clothes?

In Fort Launderdale

What’s a frog’s favorite 
drink?

Croaka Cola

What is the moon 
worth?

$1, because it has 4 
quarters

What grows when it 
eats, but dies when it 

drinks?

A candle

What stays where it is 
when it goes off?

An alarm clock

Before Mount Everest 
was discovered, what 

was the highest 
mountain on Earth? 

Mt. Everest

Why does the statue of 
liberty stand in New 

York harbour?

 Because it can’t sit 
down

What was Camelot?

A place where people 
parked their camels

How did Columbus’s 
men sleep on their 

ships?

With their eyes shut

What kind of lighting 
did Noah use for the 

ark?

Floodlights

- Word Search -

February

Fundraise

Charity

Support

Counselling

Mental health

Homelessness

Assistance

Safe shelter

Employment

Welcome

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR

Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is a four year 
old Royal King Charles Cavalier 

spaniel.  Her name is Kerry and her 
owners are Lanny Hoare and Jay 

Harrison of St. Marys.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Dental disease is the most 
common disease in pets. It is 
recommended that you brush 
your pets teeth three times a 

week.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  Photo Worthy Moments
By VJ Knutson 

A photograph captures so much more 
than I can ever say, and this week was 
full of telling images, beginning with 
Tuesday’s art class for children at the 
Stone Home Creatives with Sue Grif-
fiths.  Maksym Zabihailo is proud to 
show his creation.  Love the colours 
Maksym!  

Wednesday’s photo would show a 
near full house at the United Church 
Hall, as Andrew Middleton arranged 
for Atlin & Associates to present an 
introduction to Canadian taxes.  Di-
ane O’Shea prepared coffee, tea, and 
goodies for the participants, and her 
husband, Michael entertained with 
piano music.  Those coming direct-
ly after working a twelve-hour shift 
were particularly happy to see the 
nibbles, Diane, and all were grateful 
for Nina Verhoef, who came in from 
Stratford to act as interpreter.  A huge 
thank you to Andrew Atlin, Akshay 
Kumar, Justin Innes, and Akshita 
Malik, who were on hand to clarify 
the process and answer questions.  I 
know I learned a lot.

Thursday and Friday’s images would 
show people rapt in conversation as 
we reviewed the information from 
Wednesday evening, discussed steps 
to secure foils in visas, obtain pass-

ports for children, and speculated 
about the path to Permanent Residen-
cy.  All questions above my head, and 
while I helped fill out some forms, my 
brain struggles with paperwork.  A 
presentation on immigration and vol-
unteers to help non-English-speak-
ers complete forms would be appre-
ciated.

The weekend’s photos speak the 
loudest.  A Sunday class with Sue for 
the moms, followed by an afternoon 
family outing at River Valley Golf 
Course & Winter Tube Slide.  When 
Bonnie Forron contacted the own-
ers months ago to see if we could get 
passes for our teenagers, River Val-
ley went one step further and offered 

passes for all the Ukrainian families 
in town.  Thirty-four joined in under 
clear skies.  I was at home with my 
own family, so missed the party, but 
the multiple pings on my phone told 
the story:  it was a fun and emotion-
al day for all.  Bonnie reported that 
when she stopped in to thank man-
agement, they said their own grand-
parents had come to Canada from 
Ukraine many years ago so they were 
happy to help out.

As I write this, on Family Day morn-
ing, sipping my tea and pondering 
how far we’ve all come, I feel a deep 
sense of contentment.  It’s not possi-
ble to solve all the issues of new im-
migrants, but we, as a collective, have 
done so much.  

Oh, and I almost forgot to tell you 
about one more photo this week:  me 
showing off my first completed knit-
ting project.  A scarf.  Lesia finally 
convinced me to stop practicing and 
actually make something.  That was 
last week.  This week, I’m working on 
a baby blanket.  More about that next 
time.

Till then, reach me at english.knut-
son@gmail.com.  I love hearing from 
you.

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

???
???

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Sudoku

Id: 176504

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 22

7 1 8
8 5

3 2 9
4 1 2 9
6 8

5
5 4 6 3

9 7
2

Solution
9 6 7 5 4 1 2 3 8

8 2 4 7 3 6 1 9 5

1 5 3 8 2 9 6 4 7

4 8 1 6 7 2 9 5 3

6 9 5 3 1 8 4 7 2

3 7 2 4 9 5 8 6 1

5 4 8 2 6 7 3 1 9

2 3 9 1 5 4 7 8 6

7 1 6 9 8 3 5 2 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: Winter Plant Inspection

Many of us have a plant or 
two that are special. If we set 
them outside during the sum-
mer months, part of the fall 
routine before we bring them 
in for the winter is to clean 
off the pots, remove dead de-
bris, examine the plant for 
any critters or bugs and gen-
tly wash off anything we find. 
Now it’s February and it is the 
time to perform an in-depth 
plant inspection for any pests 
that may have developed.

There is a little saying, 
“healthy plants are happy 
plants.” Throughout the win-
ter months, we do our best to 
simulate the plant’s specific 
light, temperature, and hu-
midity requirements. Plants 
can’t fight off pests or dis-
eases if they are struggling in 
their indoor environment.  As 
well, all plants have different 
water requirements. Indoor 
conditions can add to that 
challenge. The best practice 
is to water the soil at the base 
of the plant, keeping water 

away from the leaves. Over 
watering and poor drainage 
can cause root rot and may 
encourage fungus gnats as 
well as other pest issues.

A mid-winter inspection of 
the complete plant, including 
the undersides of the leaves 
as well as the soil and con-
tainer is important for early 
detection of any pests. A few 
bugs won’t do much harm and 
can be easily eliminated. But 
left untreated, they can mul-
tiply and turn your treasured 
plants into an ugly mess or 
even kill them.

Last February, when I was 
examining my prized 15 year 
old Bay Laurel, I noticed a 
sticky shiny substance (called 
honeydew) on a number of 
the leaves. At a closer inspec-
tion of the underside of those 
leaves, I was horrified to find 
an infestation of scale. Im-
mediately my bay plant went 
into the shower to spray the 
underside of all the leaves 
with an insecticidal soap. I 
also used my fingernail to 
carefully remove as much 
of the scale as possible from 
the leaves and stems. About 
an hour later I gave it a light 
shower of tepid water. Ten 
days later, I repeated this 
process. And again, about ev-
ery ten days until I felt I had 
this scale problem under con-
trol. It took some time, but it 
was worth it to save my be-

loved Bay Laurel.

There are other pests that 
can attack plants. Mealybugs 
are similar to scale. They are 
sapsucker, have a waxy coat-
ing and produce a ‘honeydew’ 
substance. Female mealybugs 
produce a white cottony ma-
terial where they lay eggs 
that hatch into crawlers. Co-
leus, hoya, jade and gardenia 
are particularly susceptible to 
mealybugs.

Spider mites are very tiny 
and resemble dark specks on 
leaves. Their silky webs are 
more noticeable. Mites suck 
sap from the leaves and may 
cause them to discolour and 
drop. Ivies, dracaenas, figs, 

hibiscus and scheffleras are 
a few of spider mites’ favou-
rites.

Whiteflies are tiny, winged 
insects with a powdery white 
appearance. The adults flut-
ter about when disturbed. 
The immature stage doesn’t 
move much but causes the 
most damage. Infested leaves 
turn yellow and die, and the 
plant is often stunted. 

Aphids are another sap-suck-
ing pest that also produces 
sticky honeydew. They can 
attack lots of different plants 
and are particularly fond of 
tender new plant growth. 
Their life cycle is short but 
their population can increase 

quickly.

For most of these common 
pests, insecticidal soap or 
neem oil sprays are effective 
but caution should be used 
when using them, especially 
if used outdoors as they can 
do harm to pollinators and 
essential ‘good’ bugs. 

Mid-winter inspection and 
early detection is the key to 
keep your plants healthy and 
bug free. 

Source: https://www.bhg.com/
gardening/houseplants/care/
common-houseplant-pests/

https://extension.umn.edu/
product-and-houseplant-
pests/insects-indoor-plants

By Nancy Abra
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LOOKING
BACK

Pools in the pool room
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

An open house for the Shallenberger Centre for the Perform-
ing Arts, RR2 St. Marys, was held on Saturday, and officially 
opens the second week of March. The building was purchased 
last July and is currently undergoing renovations. The Centre 
will feature instruction of singers, dancers, drama/theatre as 
well as various instrumental, band rehearsal facilities and nu-
merous workshops. A summer camp, involving all of the above, 
is tentatively planned.

There were several prizes awarded to school contestants at 
the St. Marys Heritage Fair. The two first-prize winners were 
Emily Payton of Holy Name and Katlin Ralph of South Perth. 
Honourable mention awards went to Stephanie Baier, Russell 
Hubbard, and Nicole Matheson of Holy Name, and Ben Craw-
ford, Brendan Shute, and Catherine Wallis of South Perth.

St. Marys Senior girls’ volleyball team will be the top Hu-
ron-Perth seed at the WOSSA A volleyball tournament. At the 
qualifier tournament, the Seniors lost the first game of the day 
but they didn’t lose again as they won five straight to claim the 
Huron-Perth A crown.

50 years ago (1973)

A sign of eventual Spring is that the town’s mechanical sweep-
er is undergoing repairs, including a new broom, at the Widder 
Street garage.

A second former St. Marys Lincoln now playing in the NHL 
will join Terry Crisp of N.Y. Islanders on the staff of the Wal-
ter Tkaczuk Hockey School here in St. Marys. Don Luce of the 
Buffalo Sabres is on the new instructional staffing list.

Jack Massey was at Daytona Beach for the running of the big 
Daytona 500 last Sunday. Jack has a spare-time hobby of racing 
stock cars himself so was naturally interested in following the 
fortunes of fellow driver, Earl Ross of Ailsa Craig in the 500.

75 years ago (1948)

Heavy snow on the roof of a local billiard establishment start-
ed to melt rather suddenly on Monday and there were pools in 
the pool room.

New Duchess of Edinburgh stamps went on sale at the St. 
Marys Post Office on Monday. They are of four cent value.

The sap is running! A Church Street resident noticed a black 
squirrel enjoying a drink of it as it flowed from a maple tree on 
Wednesday morning.

Not wishing to be caught in the rush for teacher replacements 
for their staff this spring, the St. Marys Public School Board 
has already gotten into action and has hired two teachers to 
replace the vacancies on present staff. The new teachers hired 
are Mrs. Leon Paul who is at present at Rannoch School and 
Miss Mary Packham who is now attending Stratford Normal 
School.

100 years ago (1923)

Mr. T.L. Grainger, the genial Bell Telephone lineman in St. 
Marys, is contemplating leaving St. Marys on April 1. He has 
several inducing propositions and has not yet decided which 
one to accept. His presence will be missed by many in St. 
Marys.

Our sympathies go out to our brother publisher, W. Cameron 
Kestner of the Elmira Signet, formerly of St. Marys, when he 
makes the following plea to readers on the front page of last 
week’s paper: “This paper was late. We have been sick, our ma-
chinery frozen, the mail snowed in, the work doubled, and the 
lord of ill-luck has seized the office. Please don’t growl!”

The C.E. Society gave their debate Friday evening on the 
question “Resolved, that the Home is the Only Place in Which 
Woman Can Best Fulfill the Purpose Assigned to Her by Prov-
idence”. Affirmative- Mr. W. Francis and Mr. Wm. Radcliffe; 
Negative- Miss. S. McGregor and Morris Lawson. The debate 
caused much interest and brough out a good number of lis-
teners. Both sides were well debated. The Judges, Mr. Grant, 
Mr. Riddell, and Mr. Scott gave the decision in favour of the 
negative.

HELP WANTED

 

FARM LAND FOR SALE  
BY TENDER 

Vendor:  Margaret Frank 
 

52 total acres, more or less 
45 workable acres, more or less 

 

South ½ of East ½ Lot 29 Concession 9 East Nissouri; 
Zorra, known municipally as 156735 15th Line, 

Lakeside, Ontario 
 

*Includes 3 bedroom farmhouse and outbuildings* 
The highest or any offer need not necessarily be 

accepted by the Vendor. 
 

Tenders will be accepted until 12:00 noon 
on Monday, March 13th, 2023. 

 
For tender forms contact:  

Monteith Ritsma Phillips Professional Corporation 
Barristers and Solicitors 

 

Attention:  Matthew Orchard 
6 Wellington Street, Stratford 

Phone:  519-271-6770 
E-mail: orchard@stratfordlawyers.com 
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TTHHEE CCAANNAADDIIAANN BBAASSEEBBAALLLL
HHAALLLL OOFF FFAAMMEE && MMUUSSEEUUMM
IS HIRING FOR 4 SUMMER POSITIONS

For full job descriptions, see our website:
www.baseballhalloffame.ca

Museum Assistant - 3 positions (1 FT, 2 PT)

Available to students grade 11 or higher
Pay: $16.50/hr (weekdays and weekends)

Site Maintenance - 1 position (1 PT)

Available to students grade 11 or higher, plus
adults
Pay: $17.50/hr (weekdays and weekends)

Application deadline for all positions:
March 5, 2023

Start date for all jobs will be
late April/early May.

All cover letters and resumes can be emailed
to baseball@baseballhalloffame.ca or

dropped off at 386 Church St. S. in St. Marys

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Feb. 12 - Cathie Szmon, St. Marys  $50.00

Mon. Feb. 13 - Julie Riddell, Granton   $50.00

Tues. Feb. 14 - Marcia Thomson, St.Pauls  $50.00

Wed. Feb. 15 - Sharyon Ruston, St. Pauls  $50.00

Thur. Feb. 16 - Lynda King, Lakeside   $50.00

Fri. Feb. 17 - Judy & Mario Rossi, Windsor  $50.00

Sat. Feb 18 - Dean Simpson, Sebringville  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

PAINTING

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations

MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

CLEANING

FINANCIAL
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVELHOME CARE

End of life care providers 
in the comfort of your 

own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
519-777-9393
gracepalliation@gmail.com
www.gracepalliation.com
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SCOTT BICKELL PAINTING AND

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Call or Text at: 519 - 276 - 7816

Email at: sbics00@gmail.com

Call for a free quote!

 

Find me on           

PAINTING    FLOORING    TRIM WORK    DRYWALL   
 

REPAIR & MORE
 

TAX RETURN PREPARATION

Serving St. Marys, Thorndale and surrounding areas

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com
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THANK YOU

Mahaffy
I would like to express my sincere thanks to all my 
family and friends who attended my birthday party. 
Thank you for the cards, gifts and best wishes re-
ceived. The party was also a good opportunity for 
many people to meet old friends they hadn’t seen 
for a while.
A special thanks to Nancy, Lauren, Kelsey, Caitlin, 
Mary Lou, Jane and Mal for all the hard work in ar-
ranging the party. I appreciate all your efforts more 
than I can express.
Thank you all.  David

OBITUARY

Vanderschot
It is with great sadness that 
we announce the sudden 
death of Paul Vanderschot.  
He died of coronary heart 
failure, on February 15, 2023, 
at age 48.   Beloved son of 
Ernie and Marga Vanderschot.  
Loving brother of Julie (Mike 
Borish), Ottawa, Vera (Ted 
Magtanong), Sarnia, Ingrid 
(Paul Battler), St. Marys and 
the late Ben Vanderschot who 

is survived by Terri-Lynn Van Herk (Don), Monkton.  
Cherished uncle of many nieces and nephews. 
Paul had a thirst for knowledge and alternative per-
spectives.  His ongoing search for deeper meaning 
in life and probing conversations were greatly appre-
ciated by his family and friends and widened all our 
horizons.  In recent years, Paul preferred solitude 
while he explored the world through his intellect and 
technology.   
As a child, Paul attended Holy Name Elementary (St. 
Marys) and St. Michael High School (Stratford), where 
he shared lots of laughter and created great memories 
with beloved friends.   He was easy going, witty and 
adventurous – and passionate about basketball.  Lat-
er he attended the University of Windsor and college 
in Vancouver, which fostered an interest in computer 
programming and the mobility to live in a number of 
places before settling in Sarnia.
We all wish there were more memories to cherish.  He 
was deeply loved.  May he be at peace.
Cremation has taken place in Sarnia with inurnment 
to take place at St. Marys Cemetery, at a later date.  
There will be a private memorial service for the family.  
As expressions of sympathy, donations may be made 
to the Canadian Institute for Advancements in Mental 
Health.  Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneral-
home.ca

OBITUARY

Vossen
February 5 1959-February 14, 
2023
Peter (William) Vossen, age 
64 of St. Marys, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
family and friends at his home 
on February 14th 2023. After 
a hard and courageous battle 
with cancer his life was cele-
brated by forming an honour 
guard of golf clubs held high 

under a beautiful sunset as a flock of Canadian geese 
flew overhead in a V formation. 
Peter is survived by his wife of 34 years, Barbara 
(Glousher), Father of Stepheny and Devin Vossen 
(Emily) and faithful watch dog Carlos. Brother of Wil-
helmina Laurie (Joe), Mary Jane Elliott (Paul), Helen 
Brockman (Gerry), John Vossen (Cheryl), Stephen 
Vossen (Sharon), Kit Sheldon (Don), Chris Vossen, 
Paul Vossen (Cathy), David Vossen (Heather). Broth-
er-in law Ken Cucksey. Predeceased by his parents 
John and Helena Vossen, and father and mother-in 
law Jack and Betty Glousher. Sister-in laws Brenda 
Cucksey, Heather Rousseau and grandnephew Gord-
ie Merkel. Peter was dearly loved by many nieces and 
nephews. 
Born and raised in St Marys, Peter was a proud citi-
zen of his hometown. Upon graduation he worked for 
Allied Farm Equipment, then moved to Elliott’s Sales 
and Service in the mid-eighties. Having worked in 
construction for his father in his teens, Peter then re-
turned to work in construction. By 1986 he had formed 
a contracting partnership. In 1992 he turned that com-
pany into the family business  WHO Contracting. He 
was responsible for over one hundred homes in the 
St. Marys community and beyond.  Peter was active 
in the Builder’s Association and served as its Presi-
dent in 1998-99.  Always community minded, Peter 
ran for town council in 2018. Peter and his wife Barb 
were avid golfers and enjoyed travelling. 
The family would like to thank Dr. Hepburn, Dr. Schie-
del, Dr. Thomas, Dr. Ernst, Dr. Ahmad, Community 
Care and the doctors and nursing staff in St. Marys, 
Stratford and London.  In keeping with Pete’s wishes, 
a Celebration of Life took place prior to his passing. 
Cremation has taken place with inurnment at St. 
Marys Cemetery. 
Donations to St. Marys Golf & Country Club for Junior 
Golf Program in memory of Pete would be greatly 
appreciated. Cheques can be made payable to St. 
Marys Golf & Country Club, memo line: Junior Golf 
Program Fund in Memory of Pete Vossen. Memorial 
donations can be made through the Andrew L. Hodg-
es Funeral Home. Online condolences and donations 
can be made at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

Sudoku

Id: 176504

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 22

7 1 8
8 5

3 2 9
4 1 2 9
6 8

5
5 4 6 3

9 7
2

Solution
9 6 7 5 4 1 2 3 8

8 2 4 7 3 6 1 9 5

1 5 3 8 2 9 6 4 7

4 8 1 6 7 2 9 5 3

6 9 5 3 1 8 4 7 2

3 7 2 4 9 5 8 6 1

5 4 8 2 6 7 3 1 9

2 3 9 1 5 4 7 8 6

7 1 6 9 8 3 5 2 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Orange juice
2) Vatican City
3) Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White
4) Frida Kahlo
5) 17
6) Vincent Vega
7) Live and Let Die (1973)
8) Apple
9) Turkey
10) 19th century (1839)

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com 

or call 519-284-0041

St. Marys Independent

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

For Rent
Downtown apt, 3 story walk-up, 3 bedroom, wifi, laundry, util, 
parking included Call 519-697-4985

Wanted
Someone to refinish the surface of a bedroom suite. 
Call 226-661-0184. 

Unwanted Guns?
Properly Licenced Buyer
Guns, Cabinets, Collections
Call 705-795-7516

For Sale
Machinists drills
Various sizes up to 1 ¾ `` dia.
HSS steel, taper shanks
New condition
Call 519-393-6261 in evenings 

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISEAVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISE  
WITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAMWITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAM

OCTOBER 14-26, 2023OCTOBER 14-26, 2023

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

BOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSONBOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSON


