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By Stewart Grant

This Saturday, January 28, will mark the end of 
an era at Your Independent Grocer when Ron 
McDonald works his last day as Store Owner.

Approaching 70 years of age this May and facing 
the decision of whether to sign up for another 
five-year contract, Ron and his wife Brenda de-
cided that the time was right to retire. Ron told 
the Independent that he looks forward to some 
rest, relaxation, and some travelling.

The new owner will be Robbie Tremblett, who 
we plan to profile in a future article. The new 
name of the store will be Tremblett’s Your Inde-
pendent Grocer.

After working for twenty years with Woolworth, 
McDonald shifted over to grocery where he’d 
spend the rest of his career, most of which was 
with Loblaws supermarket chain. When Loblaws 

By Frank Doyle

In a recent budget meeting, Town 
CAO, Brent Kittmer, notified Council 
of a solution to safeguard a records 
retention system that was affected 
by a cybersecurity breach last sum-
mer. The following is a quote from his 
report “A 1.0 existing contract FTE 
File Clerk position will be eliminat-
ed and the second existing 1.0 con-
tract FTE File Clerk position will be 
redeveloped and transferred to the 
Clerks Department for the records 
retention program. This will be a 
new cost as the File Clerk positions 
were previously funded, but this new 

cost is necessary to   allow the Town 
to satisfy its statutory requirements 
for records retention and data securi-
ty.’ Kittmer told Council that the cost 
would be $53,000 for this staffing in-
crease to develop a formal records re-
tention program. Also in the budget is 
a capital project to purchase and im-
plement an electronic records man-
agement system.  At the time of the 
cyber attack, the Town hired Deloitte 
Canada to help and try to solve future 
attacks but have never publicly said 
if a ransom was paid although it was 
mentioned at the meeting that a re-
port from Deloitte would be released 
in the near future.
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Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
5.53
5.55
5.50

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 4.95 - 3 YR 4.40 - 5 YR 4.28

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Cybersecurity breach affects 
Town budget

YIG Store Owner Ron McDonald retiring from 
grocery business

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

We have lots of 
snow & are open 
all weekend long!
Fri. January 27 5-9pm
Sat. January 28 10-9pm
Sun. January 29 10-6pm
Book online to guarantee your spot!

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Wings are back on the 
menu Friday-Sunday 
during operating hours

SAVE UP TO $14000 OFF ON 
RAM CLASSIC 4X4'S

Pickup a great deal on a truck today 
at AllRoads Dodge. We have over 30 

new classics instock ready to go. 
425 Queen St W, St. Marys, ON

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

COLDWELL BANKER HOMEFIELD 
LEGACY REALTY, BROKERAGE

Sales Representative for Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-2264 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

Owen Lewis-Havard

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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Chief Skinner has contract extension 

Parking Enforcement in St. Marys

Hibbert new Chair Police Services Board

COMMUNITY —

By Frank Doyle

The following is a report given to 
Council by CAO Brent Kittmer.

Town staff processed 270 parking 
tickets in 2022, compared to 150 in 
2021, resulting in an 80% increase. 

Listed below is an overview of the 
process staff complete for each ticket:

When a parking ticket is issued, staff 
input the ticket at an early payment 

fee of $20.00. This fee remains for 
5 business days. Once this time has 
passed, a set fine of $10.00 is applied 
to each unpaid ticket for a total bal-
ance of $30.00. 

After approximately 25 days, if there 
has been no payment received, a No-
tice of Impending Conviction (NIC) is 
prepared for each ticket and mailed to 
the individual, requesting payment. 

If no payment is received after 75 

days, the ticket is forwarded to Perth 
County Provincial Offences Court for 
processing.  This will result in addi-
tional fees being applied to the plate 
renewal and can be paid at Service 
Ontario or at the Courthouse, for up-
wards of $100, compared to the $20 if 
paid within 5 business days, or $30 fee 
if paid within 75 days.  

Of the tickets issued, Stratford Police 
Services issued 243 tickets, Park Pa-

trol issued 25 tickets, and Tenet Secu-
rity Group issued 2 tickets. 

All tickets were issued through these 
contracted resources resulting in no 
Municipal Law Enforcement Officers 
(MLEO) to be called upon.  4 parking 
tickets issued in 2022 remain unpaid 
under the 75 day and can be paid to 
the municipality. 47 tickets were for-
warded to Provincial Offences Court 
with 27 having been paid to date.

By Frank Doyle

In the inaugural meeting of the St. 
Marys Police Services Board, Jacque-
line Hibbert has been elected as Chair 
of the Board. On a motion from Tony 

Winter and seconded by Coun. Edney, 
Hibbert was a unanimous choice. On a 
motion by Coun. Edney and seconded 
by Hibbert, Coun. Marg Luna was se-
lected as Vice-Chair, which was also a 
unanimous choice. 

Meanwhile at the Stratford meeting, 
the following press release was is-
sued. 

“The Stratford Police Services Board 
is pleased to announce that Chief 
Greg Skinner has agreed to an exten-
sion of his current contract. Skinner’s 
extension will be in place until De-
cember of 2027. Chief Skinner joined 
the Stratford Police Service as chief in 
2018. Previous to assuming the role of 
chief in Stratford, Skinner (a Stratford 

native) had a 31 year career with the 
OPP. Stratford Police Board Chair, Tim 
Doherty, stated “We are pleased that 
Greg will be continuing in his role 
with the Stratford Police Service. Greg 
is a progressive leader who brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience 
to the position. Our Police Service will 
continue to be in good hands under 
Greg’s direction” The Stratford Police 
Service provides policing for the com-
munities of Stratford, St. Marys and 
Perth South”. 
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*Fibre optic technology & GIG speed not available in all areas.  Price subject to change.

1,000
Mbps

Up To Speed

Unlimited
Downloads
Guaranteed

Starting at
$64.95

per Month

FUTURE-PROOF YOUR HOME WITH

NO
Contracts

NO
Installation Or

Set Up Fees

$
$

FIBRE
INTERNET

Speeds up to 1 GIG!

SUPER FAST

*
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Quote of the Week

"My goal is always to win a couple of times every year, 
hopefully more than twice, so maybe this year will be the 
year when I can win more than twice out on tour." 

- Brooke Henderson, after winning her 13th LPGA 
event.

LOCAL NEWS

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

You’ve got to do 
your own growing, 
no matter how tall 
your grandfather 

was.

 If you get a 
reputation as an 

early riser, you can 
sleep till noon. 

It’s no use carrying 
an umbrella if 
your shoes are 

leaking. 

Put silk on a goat, 
and it’s still a goat.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

The old dollar store 

in the downtown 

would make a great 

Zellers Store.

I wonder if Trudeau 

has any Top Secret 

documents in his 

garage?

 

InvestStratford, the Town of St. 
Marys, and the Downtown St. 
Marys Business Improvement Area 
would like to congratulate each of 
the following small businesses for 
receiving a My Main Street non-re-
payable funding contribution of 
$10,000 to support its main street 
business.

The following businesses were re-
cipients:

- The Flour Mill Food Shop

- Betty's Bookshelf

- Cloud 9 Kids

- Angela Dawn Aesthetics & Medispa

- Zenfire Pottery

- TuttCo. Queen Street Eatery

- Bungalow

- Square One Skate Shop

- Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters

- Hyggeligt Fabrics

These contributions allow  each of 
these businesses to support find-
ings from the market research pro-
vided by My Main Street to  drive 
economic growth and attract new 
customers to its business and the 
entire downtown community.

This funding has helped new busi-
nesses such as The Flour Mill Food 
Shop, Betty's Bookshelf, Cloud 9 
Kids, TuttCo. Queen Street Eatery, 
and Square One Skate Shop mit-

igate some of the burden of the 
initial costs of setting up a new 
business and connect with the 
plethora of business supports that 
exists in the St. Marys area, while 
existing businesses like  Angela 
Dawn Aesthetics & Medispa, Ze-
nfire Pottery, Bungalow, Snapping 
Turtle Coffee Roasters, and Hyg-
geligt Fabrics were able to consider 
innovative ways to either expand 
the products offered or introduce 
greater efficiency. Each of these 
businesses offers something new to 
downtown St. Marys, adding to the 
richness and vibrancy of communi-
ty life. Had it not been for this fund-
ing, these businesses may not have 
decided to expand.  The My Main 
Street, Local Business Accelerator 
program is delivered by the Eco-
nomic Developers Council of On-
tario with an overall Government of 
Canada investment of  $23.25 mil-
lion, through the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario  (FedDev Ontario),  to sup-
port the recovery and strength of 
main streets and local businesses 
in southern Ontario.

On behalf of these businesses,  in-
vestStraford and the Downtown 
St. Marys BIA would  like to thank 
the Government of Canada, FedDev 
Ontario and the Economic Develop-
ers Council of Ontario for support-
ing our local businesses. 

Ten local businesses 
receive funding from 
My Main Street program

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have two Bravos this week. 

1) Bravo to the Town for moving 
their budget meeting for the pub-
lic from the Town Hall and instead 
support a small business in the 
downtown.

2) Bravo to Jane Hartman, who 
when the children from Holy 
Name and the Daycare had to 
evacuate because of a fire alarm, 
Jane allowed the children to use 
the Church Rectory because it was 
so cold outside. It turned out that 
there was no fire but the children 
were grateful to be able to stay 
warm indoors.

We have two Boos this week.

1) Boo to people that park beside 
a “NO parking NO stopping” sign 
for long periods of time and Boo to 
the authorities for allowing this to 
continue. 

2) Boo to those who throw snow 
onto streets and roads when they 
are clearing out their driveways.
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Swimming Lesson & Aquatics Programs Registration

Ready to make a splash?

Registration for the next session of swimming lessons at 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre is now open!

Registration for the next session of aquatics programs 
(aquafit, public swims, lane swims, etc.) starts on 
Thursday, February 16 at 3 PM.

Details: townofstmarys.com/aquatics or 519-284-2160

Skate Park Survey

We’re revamping our skate park with help from the 
St. Marys Rotary Club and other generous sponsors!

We’re down to two designs for the upgraded park.

Both include features for all abilities, but Concept #1 
separates beginner from advanced elements while 
Concept #2 blends the two. 

Review the concepts and tell us which you prefer by 
taking our online survey, available until January 31. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/skateparksurvey2 or 519-284-2160

PA Day Program

The first PA Day of 2023 is just over a week away! 

Secure a spot in our PA Day Camp on February 2, which 
includes:

• Baking
• Swimming
• A movie
• Outdoor play

The camp is aimed at kids in Grades 3 - 7 and runs 
from 8 AM - 5 PM.

Register: www.townofstmarys.com/activenet

Library Email System

The St. Marys Public Library has learned that its general 
inquiry emails, (libraryinfo@stmaryspubliclibrary.ca) and 
(libraryinfo@town.stmarys.on.ca), have not been receiving 
any incoming emails for a period of up to one month. 

This email address has now been fixed and is once 
again able to receive incoming messages. 

If you have any questions, comments, or are trying to 
reach library staff for any reason, please do not hesitate 
to reach out via these two email addresses.

Contact: 519-284-3346

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

More details: townofstmarys.com/coffeewithcouncil
Questions: 519-284-2340, ext. 432

coffee
council

with

 Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters
Saturday, February 4, 9 - 11 am

Enjoy a 
free drink

on us!

Join Mayor Al Strathdee and members of
Council for an informal opportunity to

chat about the 2023 municipal budget.

Enjoy a free hot beverage, courtesy of the
Town of St. Marys, and get the answers to

your burning budget questions!
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COMMUNITY —

566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Renate Knabe 
who will be celebrating her 88th birthday on 
Friday January 27th.  Born in Czechoslovakia 
Renate farmed for many years before moving 
to St. Marys 17 years ago. An avid reader and 
a member of the book club, Renate has two 

children. Happy Birthday Renate! 

1)In which US state 
can you find Martha's 
Vineyard? 

2) Of all of the elements 
on the periodic table, 
which has the shortest 
name? 

3) Where were orange 
trees first grown?  

4) Who is the author of the Harry Potter series of 
books? 

5) The letters “WD” in WD-40 stand for what? 

6) Coca-Cola used to be the most popular brand 
name in the world. What brand is now the most 
widely recognized? 

7) What is the largest freshwater lake in the 
whole world? 

8) The island of Bermuda is not a sovereign 
nation. Which country owns it? 

9) What was the original name of Mickey Mouse?

10) Name US Presidents who were assassinated?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Pop Up Indoor Markets
Saturday January 21 & February 18

8 a.m. until 12 noon at the PRC.

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

purchased LOEB, the London store that Ron 
was managing at the time was converted to a 
Valumart. In 1999, he moved over to the Valumart 
at Baseline and Wharncliff, then the following 
year to the city’s Huron and Highbury location.

The McDonalds came to St. Marys in 2001 when 
Ron and Brenda purchased the Valumart at 588 
Queen Street East, which was formerly Staffen’s 
Food Market and is now the Dollarama building.

After six years as a Valumart, in 2007 a new 
40,000 square foot facility was constructed at 780 
Queen Street East which became McDonald’s 
Your Independent Grocer. The store continues to 
thrive at this location, employing approximately 
110-115 staff annually, including seasonal stu-
dents.

When asked what he thinks he will miss the 
most, Ron said, “I’ll miss the people the most… 
the staff, the customers… I’ve known everybody 
for a long time. Of the managers here, all but one 
have had over 25 years’ experience here.”

Donna Levy, the front end store manager, is one 
of those long-time employees. “He has been very 
good to his staff and looked after them well.” She 
added that Ron is “not someone who craves the 
spotlight. He likes to work behind-the-scenes to 
get things done.”

McDonald’s Independent has been a true fami-
ly business in which Ron and Brenda’s children, 
Craig, Kristy, and Michael, have all worked at 
different periods. Kristy is still at the St. Marys 
location, recently becoming the GM manager. 

Craig too had been at the St. Marys store until 
last June before becoming the new store owner 
at the Mitchell Valumart.

Giving back to the community has always been 
important to the McDonald family and their staff. 
The St. Marys food bank has been of great focus 
with multiple food drives held each year, along 
with arranging donation bags of the most-need-
ed food items. In November and December, the 
Independent Grocer is proud to host one of the 
Salvation Army kettles where donations can be 
collected. The store also provides support to 
many community organizations such as minor 
ball, minor hockey, ringette, St. Marys Hospital, 
St. Marys Public Library, St. Marys Lincolns, the 
Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame, and St. Marys 
Community Players.

Ron has also been a twenty-year member of the 
Rotary Club of St. Marys (including serving a 
term as President in 2006) and he looks forward 
to continuing as an active member. Reflecting on 
his experience with the Rotary Club, he said, “I 
became involved with a group of people who are 
committed to making the world a better place. 
The largest benefit I gained from Rotary is how 
it has changed me. I have become more aware of 
the world and community around me and more 
sensitive to the hardships of others.”

Ron has truly left a legacy of giving back to the 
community during his time at Your Independent 
Grocer and he will surely be missed. Congratu-
lations to Ron and Brenda on a great career and 
all the best to them in retirement.

YIG Store Owner Ron McDonald 
retiring from grocery business
Continued from page 1
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SOCIALTHIRTYONE.COM
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RESTAURANT@STMARYSGOLF.COM
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Forte

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia
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By Stewart Grant

Jackie Cousins likes to keep busy.

Therefore, when the Robinson Street 
resident broke her ankle last year and 
was confined to a hospital bed at home 
for an extended period, it wasn’t long 
before she put herself to work.

“It nearly drove me crazy,” Cousins 
joked of her time laid up in bed, un-
able to stay involved in her various 
community activities or her substitute 
teaching at Holy Name.

Like her daughter, Rebecca, who is 
a successful published author, Jack-
ie too decided to write a book. “I al-
ways thought I would like to write, 
though I wouldn’t have guessed that 
I would write poems,” she told the In-
dependent. “I’m a wedding officiant, 
so my first book was wedding poems. 
There’s a variety of them… I did 30 
poems in total.”

Each of the thirty original wedding 
poems in “Forevermore New Hori-
zons” are dedicated to couples with 
varying characteristics. For example, 
Poem #19, ‘Take My Hand’, is dedi-
cated to lovers who hold hands, while 

Poem #9, ‘A Wedding in Autumn’, is 
dedicated to all who cherish autumn 
and its beauty. There’s even a hockey 
lovers’ poem, entitled ‘You Shoot! You 
Score!’ Certainly, there is something 
for everyone who is getting married.

Once Cousins began writing, she fell 
into a productive routine. She found 
that her best work was done in the 
mornings rather than the evenings, 
and on a good day she would write 
three poems. Of course, writing at this 
pace meant that she was soon on to 
a second book, and then three more!

After the wedding poetry book was 
completed, she decided to do funeral 
poems next. “I haven’t done any fu-
nerals, but I did take a course on be-
coming a funeral officiant,” she said. 
Though family members may have 
worried that the subject matter might 
be too depressing for her especially 
while laid up in bed, Jackie said that 
she liked writing the funeral poems 
the best. Her second book, “Forever-
more New Horizons Book Two” con-
tains thirty original poems ‘celebrat-
ing life and saying goodbye’.

With 37 years in elementary school 

teaching experience, including 16 
years as a kindergarten teacher at 
Holy Name in St. Marys, Cousins was 
well-equipped as she prepared to 
write her next three poetry books, all 
aimed at younger children.

The first book, No Sense Poems for 
ages 3 to 6, contains a number of ‘ac-
tion poems’, as Jackie describes them. 
“If you were a kindergarten teacher 
and you have 25 kids sitting in front 
of you, and you can tell that they are 
getting restless, you come up with all 
kinds of things,” she said. “Sharon, 
Lois & Bramm were great this way - 
they had lots of those songs where 
you’d snap your fingers, jump up and 
down, or twirl around. A lot of the po-
ems in my book are ones where no 
one is sitting for very long.”

Her second children’s book is geared 
towards ages 6 to 9, while the third 
book, playfully named ‘Book Two and 
a Half’ is for all younger ages.

“Kids love rhymes, so most of my po-
ems rhyme,” she explained. “Some are 
odd or funny rhymes. Rhyming is im-
portant as language goes, and it’s still 
popular in the primary levels.

A lot of my topics are about friend-
ship and listening and talking and 
caring. That’s basically what you are 
always talking about during the pri-
mary years, at least I did.”

The set of Children’s No Sense Poems 
have been donated to the St. Marys 
Public Library, Holy Name of Mary 
School and Little Falls Public School. 
All of these books are available at 
Lauren Whitney for the cost of $14.95 
each, with $10.00 of each purchase 
being donated to Make A Wish for 
Children, Canada.

Forevermore New Horizons Wed-
ding Poems are also available at Lau-
ren Whitney for $14.95, with $10.00 
of each purchase being donated to 
Breast Cancer Canada.

Forevermore New Horizons, Book 2, 
Celebrating Life and Saying Good-
bye books are available at The Flow-
er Shop and More, also for a cost of 
$14.95 with $10.00 of each purchase 
being donated to The Rotary Hos-
pice - Stratford Perth. Books have 
also been donated to The Rotary Hos-
pice and Hodges Funeral Home in St. 
Marys.

COMMUNITY —
Hot off the press: Jackie Cousins publishes five 
poetry books
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FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

 

VISIT KWSPHUMANE.CA 
TO LEARN MORE

 

The Humane Society of Kitchener Waterloo & Stratford
Perth is YOUR local Humane Society! We support people

and pets in St. Marys, and our services include: 

HEY ST. MARYS!
DID YOU KNOW?

Animal Services
After-Hours Emergency Services
Injured or sick wildlife
Animal By-Law and Animal Control Services

Low-cost Veterinary Services 
Rabies vaccinations, microchipping and spay/neuter

Pet Adoptions
Lost & Found Pets
Youth & Adult Programming
Education Programs
Volunteer Opportunities
And more! 

COMMUNITY —

By Stewart Grant

With significant store renovations 
now complete, St. Marys Foodland is 
celebrating this Thursday, January 
26th with an official “Grand Opening” 
of its location at 84 Wellington Street 
South.

Regular Foodland shoppers have 
marveled at the recent changes over 
the last couple of months, says store 
owner Corey McKay.

“I get comments every day on how 
nice the store looks now”, he said, 
citing that Sobeys had made a signif-
icant investment into the community 
grocery store. “Basically everything 
you see on the floor is brand new.”

Along with new coolers, freezers 
and shelving, the redesigned layout 
of the store has allowed for an ex-
panded produce section with much 
more space available for organic fruit 

choices, including celery, onions, ba-
nanas, apples and avocados. Within 
the deli section, Foodland now has a 
deep fryer which enables staff to pre-
pare fried chicken, wings, and even 
deep fried pickles.

McKay added that Foodland remains 
committed to local farmers and busi-
nesses within its store offerings, ref-
erencing the likes of Stonetown Arti-
san Cheese, Saffron and Sage soups, 
and Arva Flour Mills.

For the Grand Opening celebrations 
on January 26th, the store will open 
at 9 a.m. (as opposed to the normal 
opening time of 7 a.m.). The day will 
include a ribbon cutting, cake, coffee, 
a Metzger Meats demonstration, and 
a gift of new grocery bags to the first 
400 customers. All are welcome to 
come see the newly renovated space 
at St. Marys Foodland.

Fresh new look at St. Marys Foodland

St. Marys Foodland owner Corey McKay posed with team managers prior to the 
January 26th Grand Opening of their renovated grocery store. From left to right 
are Alex Munnings, Rob Taylor, Louise Duchene, Corey McKay, Kelly Cookson, 
and Glenn Bailey.

We are a mid-sized, well established general contractor/construction company looking to hire an Bookkeeper/
Accounting Clerk  that is a detail-oriented, an enthusiastic individual to help us manage our books.  Respon-
sibilities include:  data entry, MS Office (Word/Excel-intermediate/advanced) required, you will be the first 
point of contact, assist in all accounting functions.  
Our company is fast-paced, yet a comfortable family-style environment. This position will be in office, remote 
working when weather or other circumstances arise that a remote day may be needed. If you are a confident 
multi-tasker who thrives in a fast-paced, growth-focused environment, then this job would be a good fit for 
you.
Accuracy, confidentiality, and excellent organizational skills are essential qualifications for this position. The 
successful candidate will excel at customer relations and be able to communicate clearly with the team and 
customers.
Responsibilities
 • Provide accounting/bookkeeping functions/services with accounting department
 • Accounts Payable and Accounts Receivable (invoicing and collection)
 • Posting and entering data accurately
 • Prepare and maintain accounting documents and records
 • Prepare bank deposits, general ledger postings, statements and bank reconciliation
 • Reconcile accounts in a timely manner
 • Daily posting of key data of financial transactions in database
 • Provide assistance and support to company personnel
 • Reconcile/validate, track and restore accounting or documentation problems and discrepancies
 • Inform management and compile reports/summaries on activity in all areas of accounting
 • Other administration tasks that will arise from time to time/reception
 • Regularly update job-related knowledge
Requirements
 • Proven accounting experience, preferably as an Accounts Receivable or 
   Accounts Payable/bookkeeper position
 • Familiarity with bookkeeping and GAAP accounting principles/procedures
 • Competency in MS Office, databases and JONAS
 • Hands-on experience with spreadsheets (intermediate/advanced)
 • Accuracy and attention to detail
 • Possess analytical thinking/skills
 • Ability to perform filing and record keeping tasks
 • Data entry and word processing skills, well versed in English language (written/verbal)
 • Well organized and fast learner
Qualifications:
 • Post-secondary degree/diploma, accounting or adjacent field
 • 3 years of experience is preferred, general contracting experience is a definite asset
 • Knowledge of construction management software (Jonas) is an asset or equivalent
 • Strong organizational, analytical, interpersonal, and communication skills (written & verbal)
 • Ability to work independently
 • Intermediate/advanced Excel experience (Adobe, Microsoft Outlook, Word/Excel experience)

Please send your resume to employment@nithvalley.com
We would like to thank all applicants for their interest; however, we will contact the most qualified applicants only.
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By Spencer Seymour

By the end of last Saturday's game, 
the entire crowd at the PRC was re-
acting to every play and every rush as 
the U16 A St. Marys Snipers scored a 
massive 4-3 victory over the visiting 
Owen Sound Jr. Attack. Head Coach 
Dan Schiedel praised the team for 
the effort all throughout the lineup.

"It was a good team effort," Schiedel 
told the Independent. "We got down 
by two there at the end of the second 
and our guys didn't quit. We knew if 
we could get the next goal, that would 
give us some momentum, which it 
did and we were able to build off of 
that."

Jayden Tipping got the icebreaker 
at 7:44 in the first period, giving the 
Rock a 1-0 lead with the only goal of 
the first period. In the second, how-
ever, Owen Sound roared back to 
life with three straight goals, two of 
which came in the first minute and 
36 seconds of the middle frame.

According to Schiedel, the team's 
renewed focus in the final stanza al-
lowed them to find a way back.

"We tightened up defensively in the 
third period," Schiedel said. "We 
weren't giving them as many grade-A 
chances as we were in the first and 
second. And then on offence, we 
were getting more pucks to the net. 
We were getting the puck down low 
and it helped us get more good looks 
and create more chances."

The entire game saw both teams 
playing with an edge but the chip-
piness really hit a boiling point in 
the third, including several scrums 
and 40 penalty minutes in total be-
tween both teams, creating not only 

a highly intense atmosphere on the 
ice, but also on the benches and in 
the stands.

"It was an emotional game," laughed 
Schiedel. "There were some ups and 
downs for both teams but I think it 
was just about taking a deep breath, 
resetting, and trying to keep your 
composure as much as possible."

In the third, the Rock's goal to get 
the next tally came to fruition just 48 
seconds into the period when Thijs 
Paulin scored to make it a one-goal 
deficit. Just under five minutes later, 
Callum McIntosh fired one home to 

tie the game at three apiece assisted 
by Jonah Lariviere and Trevor Rich-
ardson.

The game stayed tied until late in 
regulation when, with one min-
ute and 45 seconds on the clock, 
Nate Schiedel buried the eventual 
game-winner with assists going to 
McIntosh and Lariviere. Cyler Pick-
ering continued his strong goalten-
ding display to help his team lock 
down the 4-3 win. A very excited 
Coach Schiedel said the victory was 

massive for his group.

"It's huge for the group's confidence. 
I think we knew that we could com-
pete with any team in the conference 
but beating the first-place Owen 
Sound team will give them the con-
fidence that they can compete with 
anyone when they play at their best, 
while also showing them what it 
takes to win against teams as good 
as Owen Sound. If we play hard, play 
disciplined, and play as a team, we're 
going to do just fine."

SPORTS —
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Goaltender Cyler Pickering battles through one of many chaotic scenes during last Saturday's U16 A Boys St. Marys Rock 
game against the Owen Sound Jr. Attack. The physical, high-intensity contest saw the Rock come back from a 3-1 deficit to 
knock off the first-place Jr. Attack. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

U16 A Boys win barn-burner against first-place 
Owen Sound
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By Spencer Seymour

The top of the GOJHL's Western Con-
ference is as tight as it can be with 
just a handful of points separating 
first and fourth place.

Heading into the Tuesday night game 
against the Komoka Kings, the St. 
Marys Lincolns sat in third place, one 
point ahead of the LaSalle Vipers. Af-
ter Tuesday, the Lincolns and Vipers 
have both played 40 games.

London and Leamington went into 
this week tied for first with 58 points 
and identical 27-7-4 records.

Solid performance goes unrewarded 
in London

Lincs' Head Coach Jeff Bradley said 
he was happy with the way his team 
played last Wednesday despite a 3-2 
final in favour of the London Nation-
als.

"We dictated the play for the first and 
third periods for sure," Bradley told 
the Independent. "It's always a bit 
less intense on the bigger ice when 
there's more space to cover. Other 
than a couple of mistakes, I thought 
we played a good game."

"We do want to be a bit more phys-
ical. We need to always use our size 
and battle physically a bit more. We 
did a good job in the third of getting 
traffic in front of the net and we want 
to make that a consistent part of our 
game."

The first 12 minutes were dominat-
ed by the Lincs who kept the puck 
in London's zone almost exclusive-
ly. However, the Nationals managed 
to get the game's first goal at 13:36 
of the first period when Brayden 
Thompson deflected a point shot past 
Matteo Lalama.

The 20-year-old goalie from St. Cath-
arines was strong in net for the Lin-
colns, making 28 saves, several of 
which were high-danger scoring 
chances by the Nats.

"Matteo was great again for us," said 
Bradley. "Grayden Strohack was out-
standing. Luca Spagnolo and Jaden 
Lee were great, they are back in the 
routine of practicing and playing and 
we're seeing it translate onto the ice 
again."

Jimmy Schiedel turned in a very 
steady, reliable effort, which didn't go 
unnoticed by the bench boss.

"Trust is a big thing and it gets you 
opportunities," Bradley said. "Jimmy 
is a guy who we can throw out there 
and not worry about. He's going to do 
the right thing at the right time. His 
work ethic is really strong, he asks 
questions, and he's respectful. To 
have a first-year player who is always 
looking to get better and you trust in 

key moments is huge for the depth of 
our team."

In the second, Jaeden French and 
Talan Palmer scored to make it 3-0 
London. Chase MacQueen-Spence 
stopped the bleeding with a great 
move to get around the defender aid-
ed by a sharp play by Luca Spagno-
lo helping him hang on to the puck 
before the 2021 North Bay Battalion 
fifth-rounder went five-hole on Joe 
Ranger.

The only goal of the third came ex-
actly nine minutes in when Spagno-
lo made another strong play, getting 
in front of the net and tipping a shot 
from the blueline by Strohack. How-
ever, that was as close as St. Marys 
came, eventually falling 3-2.

Emotions and Lincs' powerplay ex-
plode on Friday

The Lincolns' powerplay was riding 
high on Friday night and so were the 
emotions, with multiple successful 
man advantages and multiple sus-
pensions in the Lincs' 6-1 win over 
the Komoka Kings.

The offence was clicking early with 
the Lincs leading 3-1 after 20 min-
utes but the team felt they could be 
playing more physically against the 
gritty Kings.

"After the first period," Bradley ex-
plained, "we challenged our guys to 
be harder to play against, initiate 
more contact, and not get pushed 
around as much. They did a really 
good job of that in the second and 
third."

The Head Coach added that one of 
their heaviest hitters led the charge 
in answering the bell physically.

"I thought Eric Smith really took it 
upon himself to lead the guys from 
that physical standpoint," Brad-
ley said, who also said that Carter 
George was "outstanding" in the St. 
Marys goal. The Thunder Bay native 
stopped 22 of 23 Komoka shots.

Just one minute and 18 seconds af-
ter Jack Greenwell opened the scor-
ing in the first, Nathan Small scored 
the first of three St. Marys powerplay 
goals. Jacob Chantler scored a goal of 
his own later in the first before the 
Lincs' second powerplay tally came 
off the stick of Owen Voortman.

In the second, the powerplay magic 
continued with Adam Barkley rocket-
ing a bomb of a slap-shot past Kings' 
netminder Omar Hage. Ethan Lam-
oureux potted one of his own with 36 
seconds left in the middle frame. In 
the third, MacQueen-Spence found 
the scoresheet to make it 6-1, the 

eventual final.

The game got chippier as it went 
along and boiled over in the third, 
with two fights in under two minutes, 
one of which included Lamoureux 
and Judd Katz. Katz received a four-
game instigator suspension for his 
actions.

Things exploded at 15:03 when Jagan 
Chanderdat speared Rourke McEwan 
in the groin. This set off Michael El-
liston who drilled Chanderdat with a 
cross-check from behind, setting off 
a brawl involving everyone on the 
ice. Chanderdat got a five-game sus-
pension for his fight in the last 10 
minutes and his spear on McEwan. 
Schiedel and Elliston each received 
two-game suspensions for their fight 
in the last 10 minutes and, in Ellis-
ton's case, his cross-check to Chan-
derdat.

Special teams carry Lincs to 4-2 win 
over Stars

Bradley said that they continued to 
emphasize their physicality on Sun-
day and was pleased with how the 
team executed on that front. He also 
noted that their special teams were a 
huge factor in downing the St. Thom-
as Stars 4-2.

"We didn't play a perfect game but 
we're happy we got the two points. 
That game showed that some nights 
if you dominate the special teams, 
you win the game. Mike Siddall has 
put in a ton of work with the players 
on the powerplay, Mike Herman has 
put in a ton of work with them on the 
penalty kill, and last night it showed."

The powerplay was responsible for 
all four St. Marys goals against the 
Stars, starting with Lamoureux jam-
ming one home in the first. Former 
Lincoln Tyler Alexander got the Stars 
on the board at 3:27 in the second but 
Chantler answered just under four 
minutes later. In the next seven-and-
a-half minutes, MacQueen-Spence 
and Spagnolo each found a goal on 
the man advantage.

Spencer Vandenberg cut the Lin-
colns' lead to two with a powerplay 
marker one minute and 10 seconds 
into the third but the Lincolns fended 
the Stars off after that. The St. Marys 
powerplay finished four-for-nine, 
while the penalty kill successfully 
blunted six of seven St. Thomas op-
portunities.

The Lincolns conclude a four-game 
homestand this Friday against the 
Chatham Maroons before heading 
to Strathroy to battle the Rockets on 
Saturday night. Both games start at 
7:30 p.m. and Elliston and Schiedel 
will be eligible to return from sus-
pension against Chatham on Friday.

Ethan Lamoureux carries the puck through the neutral zone. The Lincs' Captain 
played his 130th career GOJHL game on Sunday against the St. Thomas Stars. 
Going into Tuesday's game against the Komoka Kings, Lamoureux had 119 career 
points and had at least one point in eight of his last nine outings. (Photo credit: 
Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)

Lincolns win two straight as race for top spot tightens
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By Spencer Seymour

Head Coach Dan Gracey says the U13 
B Girls St. Marys Rockdeserve to hold 
their heads up high after a "great 
weekend" at the 27th annual New 
Years Challenge Girls Hockey Tourna-
ment.

"We started a bit slow in our first two 
round-robin games," said Gracey, 
whose team wasn't able to get on the 
scoreboard in their first game. "It was 
on Saturday when our entire group 
came out strong and we got the victory 
to give us third place at the end of the 
round-robin."

Reagan Stacey led the charge of-
fensively for the Rock in their third 
round-robin game with a hat-trick. St. 
Marys took that game by a final score 
of 4-0.

The Rock built on their momentum in 
their semi-final matchup against the 
Bluewater Hawks, another tight con-
test and rematch from St. Marys' first 
game of the tournament. While Blue-
water won their round-robin game 
2-0, in the semis, it was the Rock's 
turn to pick up the shutout, winning 

1-0 and earning their way to the final. 
Gracey said the team responded well 
to a challenge by the coaching staff to 
"swarm" Bluewater offensively.

"Our forwards made breakouts for 
Bluewater a challenge and our defence 
challenged their shooters and protect-
ed the slot all game. We limited their 
time with the puck, and even more 
importantly really limited the quality 
scoring chances."

In the final game, the highly-potent 
Chatham Crush were able to take a 4-0 
victory, but the valiant U13 B Girls still 
brought a silver medal back home.

"[Chatham's] goalie shut the door but 
we never gave up," Gracey said. "We 
had our best scoring chances in the 
third. We stood up well to their phys-
ical play and got better as the game 
went on even without scoring a goal."

The experience appeared to galvanize 
the group as, hours after the tourna-
ment finals, they returned to the PRC 
for a league game against Waterloo 
which Gracey called "perhaps the best 
game" of the entire weekend.

By Spencer Seymour

After a  2-0 lead was erased, the 
U16 A St. Marys Snipers took a tim-
eout to refocus and it worked like a 
charm, with the Snipers storming 
back to regain control and win the 
game 4-2. Head Coach Samantha 
Henderson was pleased with how 
the team worked as a unit in the 
game.

"They did a really good job of setting 
up plays," Henderson said. "They 
also did a much better job at com-
municating with each other. They 
worked well together as a team."

Charlee Henderson opened the 
scoring for the Snipers just two min-
utes and 20 seconds into the game 
with an assist by Raella Brodhagen. 
Seven minutes later, Trinity Greene 
put St. Marys up by a pair with a 
goal at the 5:07 mark of the first pe-
riod assisted by Abby LaBranche.

Guelph got on the board in the final 
minute of the opening frame with a 
powerplay marker with just 41 sec-
onds left. The visiting side contin-
ued their momentum in the second, 
tying things up at two apiece.

The Snipers called a timeout to set-
tle things down and it worked out 

well for them, with Brodhagen fir-
ing home two goals in three min-

utes to restore the Snipers' two-
goal lead. Erin Green earned an 

assist on Brodhagen's first goal. St. 
Marys clamped down the rest of the 
way and held on for the 4-2 win.

Henderson told the Independent 
that her team did really well at 
thinking through every choice they 
made in the offensive zone.

"They were passing and moving the 
ring around a lot more than in our 
last game. Instead of just grabbing 
the ring and shooting it, they were 
thinking about the next step and 
what the best decision was. They 
weren't just thinking about shoot-
ing the ring, they were thinking 
about where the other players were 
and what options they had."

Henderson was also happy with 
how the team displayed resilience 
coming out of the timeout in the 
face of the game being tied up after 
they had once led 2-0.

"It's really nice to see when we 
do call timeouts and they do lis-
ten, focus, and take a moment to 
breathe like that. They regrouped 
and they got back to playing their 
game, which is what we're stress-
ing to them because they're a really 
good team and when they play their 
game, they're tough to beat."

U13 B Girls finish weekend strong, earn silver in 
Cambridge tournament

U16 A Snipers overpower Guelph in 4-2 victory

The U13 B Girls St. Marys Rock brought back a silver medal after a hard-
fought tournament in Cambridge. Pictured in the front row, left to right, are 
Kayla Visneskie, Kacie Storey, Julia Gracey, Gracie Ross, Lennox Ansley, 
Lauren Pfaff, and Brooklyn Roth. In the back row, from left, are Chyler De-
Clark, Helayna Mykicz, Raegan Stacey, Teadora Walsh, Emma Hodkinson, 
Ellie MacArthur, Maeve Wheeler, Marci Linton, McKenna Ross, Emma Carra-
dine. (Photo credit: Shannon O'Shea-Ross)

Adrianna Hollestelle-Black maneuvers the ring at the blueline during last Satur-
day's U16 A St. Marys Snipers game at the PRC. After Guelph erased a 2-0 lead, 
the Snipers took a timeout to refocus and promptly regained control of the game, 
with Raella Brodhagen scoring twice in three minutes en route to a 4-2 St. Marys 
win. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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Westervelds win Remax Doubles Bonspiel

DOUBLE TAKE: For those unfamiliar with Doubles curling, it doesn't necessarily require players in adjacent sheets to throw their rocks at the same time, but that's what 
appears to be happening here as Richard Murphy and Pat Murray each delivered simultaneously on Saturday afternoon.  (Stewart Grant photos)

DECISION TIME: Jason Clarke and Victoria Wierenga 
discuss strategy as they prepare for their next shot 
during Saturday's Doubles Bonspiel at the St. Marys 
Curling Club. They were one of 8 teams that compet-
ed in the 3-game, 8-end spiel sponsored by Remax 
- Lindsay Pickering.

GET SWEEPING, HONEY: Marjie Westerveld looks 
on as her husband Tom Westerveld works the broom 
during one of their Saturday doubles games. The 
Westervelds scored 4 points during a last end "pow-
er play" to defeat Stewart and Jake Grant to advance 
to the finals, then beat Andrew Zwambag and Jessica 
Retterath for the Remax Doubles Championship.

St. Marys Curling Club
Competitive League Standings
(as of January 19, 2023)

Skip W L T PTS
Lindsay McLeod 9 4 0 31
Tom Westerveld 8 4 0 28
Morris VanDeWalle 6 5 2 27
Jared French 6 6 1 26
Brady St. Louis 6 6 1 26
Chris Meyer 6 4 1 24
Ken Levy 5 8 0 23
George White 5 8 0 23
Pat Murray 4 5 3 23
Linda McFadyen 4 7 0 19

St. Marys Curling Club
Doubles League Standings
(as of January 19, 2023)

Team W L T PTS
Hudson / Zwambag 9 0 1 29
Murray / Jackson 8 2 1 28
King / VanWieren 6 4 1 24
Westerveld / Westerveld 5 4 1 21
Wierenga / Waugh 4 6 1 20
DeNeve / DeBrabandere 4 7 0 19
Johnston / Murphy 4 6 0 18
White / Becker 3 7 0 16
Leis / McFadyen 1 7 1 12

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR 

EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM
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Harper Murrell great in 
goal; U15 C Boys respond 
to loss with swarming win

St Marys Bowling Lanes 
YBO Girl’s Triple Team win 
Gold at the Provincials

The U15 C Boys St. Marys Rock found themselves in a tough battle against the East 
Lambeth Eagles last Saturday at the PRC. Although controlling the shot clock, East 
Lambeth just barely eked out a 4-3 win thanks in large part to a stellar goaltending 
effort in the St. Marys crease by Harper Murrell. Head Coach Matt King told the Inde-
pendent that the team's forecheck was good but their own zone coverage wasn't as 
tight and as aggressive as they want it to be. He also credited his goaltender, saying 
Murrell "played with confidence and did a really good job of slowing the play down" 
at key moments. That story changed dramatically just two days later when the U15 
C Boys were back on the ice at the PRC facing Dorchester. The Rock turned in an 
incredibly dominant effort with very aggressive offensive pressure for most of the 
game which propelled them to a 10-5 victory over the visiting Dragons. (Photo credit: 
Spencer Seymour)

The St Marys Bowling Lanes YBO Grirl’s Triple Team of Sophie Brockman, Madelyn  
Keller and Leia Slaney bowled their way past 12 teams by posting a pins over aver-
age of 378 points to win the YBO Girl’s Triple Team Provincial gold medal.  The team 
was coached by Jesse and Helen Brockman. A special thanks to Quadro for their 
sponsorship.

U18 B Girls take silver in 
B.A.D. tournament

Junior girls down Listowel 
in three sets

The U18 B Girls St. Marys Rock brought home a silver medal from the Bel-
mont-Aylmer-Dorchester (B.A.D.) hockey tournament over the weekend. Head Coach 
Don Scott said he was impressed by the team's consistency on defence, which only 
allowed three goals in five games, as well as some good puck movement and com-
pete level on the offensive side that was stimied by strong opposing goalies. Pic-
tured in the front row, from left to right, are Grace Hilman and Matt Luyten. In the mid-
dle row, from left, are Lucy Petrie, Ava Ansley, Ally Wheal, Anna Standeaven, Deirdre 
Parsons, Kylie Fifield, and Rory Brockman. In the back row, from left, are Avery Faul-
hafer, Neave Goris, Charlee Pickering, Natalie Johnston, Avery Jones, Keirsyn Wood, 
Delanie McKay, Abbie Boyd, Hailey Scott, and Ella Carter. (Contributed photo)

The St. Marys DCVI Junior girls volleyball team pictured together at a recent tour-
nament. The St. Marys girls tied with Listowel for third in the Huron-Perth standings 
when the two teams squared off last Wednesday at DCVI. The Salukis took the game 
in three sets, with the scores being 25-16, 18-25, and 25-17. Head Coach Jessica 
Chateauvert told the Independent that the Junior girls did a good job of keeping their 
energy up through adversity. (Photo credit: Jessica Chateauvert)
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By Spencer Seymour

It was a nail-biter right to the very 
end last Wednesday when the St. 
Marys DCVI Senior girls volleyball 
team won their last game before the 
break in the schedule before exams 
over the visiting Listowel Lightning.

"We passed well on Wednesday and 
that will be important moving for-

ward in order to give us an oppor-
tunity to attack the ball," said Head 
Coach Steve Chateauvert. "We have 
some great servers who serve tough 
balls, but we need to get a bit more 
consistent with our serves. We also 
need to swing a bit more aggressively 
so we're not relying on the other team 
to make a mistake."

Although it finished somewhat close 
at 25-18 in favour of the Salukis, St. 
Marys was fairly convincing in the 
opening set. A bit of serving troubles 
caused the Salukis to stumble in the 
second, narrowly dropping it to Lis-
towel 22-25. However, they managed 
to refocus and take the third and de-
ciding set 26-24.

"Lila Corby stepped up in a big way 
putting in all of her serves," Cha-
teauvert said. "Ellen Thorup sparked 
the offence with a couple of big hits 
while Erin Massie distributed the ball 
effectively from the setting position. 
Reagan Silcox provided the team with 
great energy after a massive block 
and really stepped up her transition 
game."

Senior girls extend winning streak to five games in 
three-set thriller

By Spencer Seymour

Going into last Wednesday's game, 
the Head Coach of St. Marys DCVI's 
Junior boys basketball team Brian 
Chalupka had his team focused on 
minimizing turnovers and getting 
their offence going. Despite coming 
out on the wrong side of a 55-46 final 
score against Listowel, Chalupka felt 
they accomplished those goals.

"We went over the keys to success 
before the game and knew what we 

wanted to accomplish," Chalupka told 
the Independent. "The team listened 
and played fantastic, both offensively 
and defensively."

Their strong play yielded early results 
through the first two quarters with 
the Junior boys going into the half 
with a 25-19 lead. The Salukis played 
the entire game with high intensity 
and managed to keep their turnovers 
to just five in the entire game. Cha-
lupka called it the "best overall game 

of the season so far."

Grayson Boreham led the team of-
fensively with 17 points while Simon 
Taylor put up 10 points. Nathan Mac-
Donald also had a strong game with 
nine points and a strong effort pull-
ing down offensive rebounds. Chase 
McDougall was credited as playing 
with "great hustle and tenacity on the 
rebounds," while Justin Ropp played 
"very well with the ball" and did a 
great job at avoiding turnovers.

"I was very impressed with the char-
acter of the team," Chalupka said 
when asked about the team's strong 
bounce-back effort after a tough pre-
vious game the week before. "They 
knew they had to pull up their socks 
and play a full game defensively as 
well as offensively and they did just 
that."

"Every member of the team stepped 
up and elevated their play. As a coach 
that is all you can ask for, win or lose."

Junior Salukis come up just short despite 'best 
overall game of season'

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

 this Winter and Spring
Accepting new students

◦ Fully equipped studio with high quality air 
purification system

◦ Max 5 people per class

◦ Masks required to enter and leave, may be 
removed once you are on your machine.

◦ Learn the Pilates Method, how your spine works, 
how to stabilize it to improve your balance, 
posture and reduce pain.

◦ Excellent to prepare for knee or hip surgery, 
rehab post-surgery, pre/post natal and back pain.

Introducing newly Stott trained Instructor: 

Brittany Holmes

Sue Hannon, Owner/Operator/Instructor 
519-284-8098 | holyhannon@bell.net | 10 Edison St, St. Marys ON

10% off Applesauce and Apple Butter

January Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

Closed:  Monday – Thursday

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Courtland, Gala, Honey Crisp 
and Ida Reds as well as Bartlett Pears

Local Apples

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Duck, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE 
2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler High Altitude Unlimited

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,958 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Soul LX IVT

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,514 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2023 Kia Sportage LX

$37,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
13,808 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Kia Sorento LX Premium 

$39,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
40,906 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$79,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,836 km

4-Wheel Drive
80th Anniversary

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$66,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,167 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

SPORTS —
Lincs' Alumni honours five-year defenceman Tyler Bryson

The Lincolns' Alumni committee honoured former five-year Lincs' defenceman Tyler 
Bryson (2008-13) Sunday night at the PRC. From left are: Tyler's dad Ross Bryson, 
Tyler, Tyler's mom Rhonda, Alumni committee members George Cifa, Scott Graham, 
and Jacques Cousineau, and long-time Lincolns' director Bill Bourne, right. Tyler 
played over 200 games with the Lincs while in St. Marys. He now coaches the Jr. 'C' 
Hawks in his hometown of Exeter.  (Payton photo)

Lincolns' Alumni committee member George Cifa presents a team jacket and Alumni 
membership to Tyler Bryson Sunday night at the PRC.  Looking on are Tyler's par-
ents Ross and Rhonda Bryson, of Exeter. The former Lincs' defenceman played five 
seasons (2008-13) in St. Marys. Bryson also received a framed Lincolns' jersey and a 
banner with his name, number and the years he played in St. Marys.  (Payton photo)
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Beattie v Dickson, Part Two

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

In May 1903, the large general store, A. Beattie & 
Co., had a major fire causing extensive damage to 
the building’s façade, roof and interior walls. The 
elderly owner of the building, Samuel Duffy, did 
not want to rebuild but Robert Dickson, a partner 
and long-time manager of the business, was de-
termined to keep it going. He purchased the dam-
aged building from Dusty and immediately began 
to make plans for a new store. He didn’t just want 
to repair and replace the historic limestone block. 
He intended to build the best and the most modern 
department store in the area. At least one local ar-
chitect, Joseph A. Humphris, could have prepared 
plans for a beautiful commercial building. Hum-
phris had designed the First Baptist Church, built 
in 1901. By 1903, a new store of his design, Fred 
Hutton’s grocery store at 113 Queen Street East, 
was under construction. It had an elegant façade 
with large display windows and lovely details along 
the roof-line. 

But Robert Dickson looked beyond local talent. He 
commissioned the Toronto firm, Burke & Horwood, 
Architects, to prepare plans for his new building. 
Edmund Burke was a leading architect in Toronto 
with an impressive list of substantial residential, 
commercial, ecclesiastical projects to his credit. 
With his partner, J. C. B. Horwood in 1896, Burke 
had designed a new “fire-proof,” store for Robert 
Simpson on Yonge Street in downtown Toron-
to. Dickson was perhaps drawn most of all to the 
abundance of large windows featured in Burke’s 
multi-storey commercial designs. 

For Dickson’s new store in St. Marys, Burke pro-
posed replacing the old limestone exterior and 
dormered roof with a pressed red brick, two-sto-
rey façade. Two large display windows flanked the 
main entrance. Inside, a broad staircase led to the 
departments on the second floor. The plans even 
provided details for display cases and counters. 
As well as the main entrance from Queen Street 
there was a slightly smaller one on Church Street 
opening onto the market square. Today this is the 
well-preserved entrance to 14 Church Street North. 
The plans showed the name sign, A. Beattie & Co., 
above both entrances.    

It was this sign that led to trouble. Alexander Be-
attie, the founder of the business, had died in 1888. 
His wife, Margaret, his partner, Robert Dickson, 
and a friend and local businessman, James Sclater, 
were charged with carrying on A. Beattie & Co. with 
Dickson as manager. The executors had the power 
to sell the whole or any part of the business at any 
time and Dickson was given the right to purchase 
it. During the summer of 1903, a few weeks after 
the fire, the executors made the decision to close 
the business and to sell all stocks and assets. As 
well as its dry goods store in St. Marys, A. Beattie 
& Co. had a grocery store in Stratford, managed by 
John J. Hyslop, and a smaller store in Thedford. All 
three businesses operated under the name A. Be-
attie & Co. Tenders were invited to purchase one or 
more of these stores together with “the good will of 
the business.” John Hyslop purchased the Stratford 
grocery store, its stock and good will. Robert Dick-
son purchased the St. Marys and Thedford stores.

But things became complicated. About 1890, as the 
main St. Marys store began to concentrate on cloth-
ing and other dry goods, A. Beattie & Co. opened a 

separate grocery store on Queen Street, under the 
name Oak Hall. Because it did not operate under 
the company name, it was not generally known that 
this store was owned by A. Beattie & Co. On August 
29, 1903 – the same day he had signed the agree-
ment to purchase the Stratford store – John Hyslop 
entered into a partnership agreement with Mar-
garet Beattie. On September 17, 1903, this notice 
appeared in the St. Marys Journal: “To the Friends 
and Customers of the firm of A. Beattie & Co., now 
in liquidation, I beg to announce that in conjunc-
tion with Mr. Hyslop of Stratford, I have purchased 
the grocery business of A. Beattie & Co., at both 
St. Marys and Stratford, and that the same will be 
carried on under the name of A. Beattie & Co., in 
Stratford at the old stand and in St. Marys at the 
store known as Oak Hall. It will be our endeavour 
to conduct the business in a manner to deserve the 
patronage of the public and to maintain that high 
standard always associated with the business deal-
ings of my late husband.” The notice was signed by 
Margaret Beattie. 

Furthermore, Margaret brought legal action 
against Robert Dickson to restrain him from do-
ing business under the name A. Beattie & Co. in St. 
Marys and Thedford. She also wanted a declaration 
that she and John Hyslop were entitled to use the 
name in their grocery businesses in both Stratford 
and St. Marys. Robert Dickson, in turn, brought ac-
tion against Margaret Beattie and John Hyslop. He 
argued that as the surviving partner in the busi-
ness, A. Beattie & Co., he was entitled to the use of 
that name while Margaret Beattie and John Hyslop 
were not. The St. Marys Journal closely followed 
the two cases, “of considerable importance” to the 
town. On October 8, 1903, the newspaper reported 
that the injunction restraining Dickson from us-
ing the name A. Beattie & Co. was dissolved. The 
injunction restraining Margaret Beattie and John 
Hyslop from using the company name on the St. 
Marys grocery store would remain in place until 
the cases were tried. Margaret, presumably on the 
advice of her lawyer, found a way around the in-
junction. The next advertisements were under the 
name: Beattie & Co. Oak Hall Groceries. With this 
slight alteration, she continued to solicit business. 
Her advertisement on November 19 stated: “Our 
business has grown beyond our expectations for 
the first two months, and we desire to thank the 

people of St. Marys and surrounding district for the 
way they are helping us to increase it.” 

But what was Margaret doing! She was 62 years old 
and her years of working in the store as Alexander 
Beattie’s wife were far behind her. Her family was 
grown up, she had a comfortable home, she was not 
in need of money. It seems she was truly upset and 
opposed to Robert Dickson’s assumption that he 
could use the name A. Beattie & Co. and the good 
will associated with it to build an entirely different 
store, taking the business in new directions. There 
must have been considerable tension at the corner 
of Widder and Wellington Streets where both the 
Beatties and the Dicksons had their homes. They 
all attended the Presbyterian Church and had 
many friends in common. Surely some mediation 
could have saved them great expense and trouble. 
But that didn’t happen. The trial was set for early 
December in Goderich.

These legal matters must have been a distraction 
for Robert Dickson who was doing all he could to 
get his new store ready for its grand opening. Fi-
nally, everything was ready. In a large display ad-
vertisement in the St. Marys Journal, December 
10, he announced that A. Beattie & Co. would open 
on Saturday, December 12, on premises “second to 
none!” (The top portion of this page-long ad is re-
produced with this column.) Always an energetic 
marketer, Dickson then swung right into Christmas 
promotions. Meanwhile, the two cases – Beattie v 
Dickson and Dickson v Beattie – were heard and on 
January 2, 1904, Mr. Justice McMahon delivered his 
judgement. Robert Dickson had the right to use the 
name A. Beattie & Co. in St. Marys and Thedford. 
John Hyslop and Margaret Beattie could use the 
name in the Stratford business but were “perpet-
ually enjoined” from using the name in St. Marys. 
A year later, the court of appeal upheld McMahon’s 
judgement. 

As far as A. Beattie & Co. in St. Marys was con-
cerned, Robert Dickson had won, but the long pro-
cess had been costly, not only from a financial point 
of view. Margaret Beattie had enough and withdrew 
her interests in the Stratford and St. Marys grocery 
stores. By November 1904, J. P. Rogers had taken 
over the Oak Hall premises. In the 1911 census, 
John Hyslop was listed as a merchant in Stratford. 

However, relations between the Beatties and the 
Dicksons were far from mended and Robert Dick-
son’s problems were not over.

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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By Stewart Grant

The St. Marys Independent has had a 
long history with the village of Thorn-
dale. However, starting this week we 
are taking it to a new level with the 
first of what we hope are many edi-
tions of the Thorndale Weekly News, 
a “newspaper within a newspaper”.

Over the last decade, I’ve witnessed 
the amazing growth of Thorndale 
through my periodic visits. Greg Mor-
ris and his family were some of the 
earliest new arrivals within the Trails 
at Wye Creek subdivision and over 
the years when visiting our long-
time friends, we’ve marveled at the 
ever-changing landscape and have 
felt the pride that they have for their 
community.

As the population has grown, so too 
have the number of businesses. Some 
of these businesses are on the main 
street but many are home-based, but 
I’m still well aware of them thanks 
to the amazing efforts of the “I Love 
Thorndale” team, whose enthusiasm 
for all things Thorndale is infectious 
and whose online local business di-
rectory is such a great resource.

Recently I’ve spoken with Amy Mor-
ley from I Love Thorndale about the 
idea of a regular weekly commitment 
to Thorndale within our newspaper, 
and I’m excited about some of the 
brainstorming sessions that we’ve 
had.

Speaking of brainstorming, on the 
following page Nancy Abra covered 
a business session held earlier this 
month at 160 King. I was fortunate 
enough to attend this as well and it 
was great to meet others looking to 
work together in the hopes of pro-
moting ‘shop local’ and keep dollars 
within the area.

This Thorndale Weekly News initia-
tive wouldn’t be possible if it wasn’t 
for the efforts of Nancy Abra. For a 
publication to be successful, its writ-
ers have to really know the commu-
nity and its people. Nancy has lived 
in the Thorndale area for many years, 
and she shares a passion for the com-
munity’s well-being like I can tell that 
so many others do as well.

For my part, I’m looking forward to 
dropping by Thorndale again this 
Wednesday and dropping off some 

newspapers and introducing myself 
to some people I haven’t met yet.

With the Thorndale Weekly News be-
ing a subset of the St. Marys Indepen-
dent, I understand that many Thorn-
dale people might not realize that 
they can read about their own village 
within these pages. Therefore, I en-
courage local businesses and public 
spaces within Thorndale to “cut out” 
this two-page section and perhaps 

tack it up on the bulletin board to 
help broaden its exposure to keep the 
momentum moving forward.

I’d love to hear your ideas on how to 
build a meaningful and useful Thorn-
dale section within this newspaper. 
For story ideas or advertisements, 
please reach out to us at our new-
ly-created email address, thorndale-
ontarionews@gmail.com.

Thorndale Weekly News: The newspaper within a newspaper

Beef Raffle Winners

THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

THE ST. MARYS INDEPENDENT AND ITS WEEKLY 
“THORNDALE NEWS” IS AVAILABLE WITHIN 
THORNDALE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
160 King, ACE Hardware, Nissouri Manor, Sassy’s, Thorndale Community 
Centre, Thorndale Family Restaurant, Thorndale Farm Supplies, Thorndale 
Food Market, Thorndale Pharmacy or online at www.stmarysindy.com

GOT A THORNDALE STORY IDEA OR ADVERTISEMENT? 
CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM

Tim and Theresa Walker had a trunk full last week when they were winners of the ¼ beef raffle put on by the Thorn-
dale Optimist Club. The big prize was graciously supplied by Bob and Melanie Sorensen. (Contributed photo)

On January 17, 2023, at 2:29 p.m., 
members of the Middlesex County 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), 
were dispatched to an address on 
Upper Queen Street in Thorndale, 
Thames Centre, for the report of a 
vehicle entry.

It was determined an unknown in-
dividual(s) gained entry to a pickup 
truck parked in the laneway, some-
time during the overnight hours 
and attempted to steal it. 

The suspect was unsuccessful in 

stealing the truck. The ignition was 
damaged as a result. At this time, it 
is unknown what has been taken 
from within the vehicle.

The investigation is continuing.

The OPP can be reached anytime, 
anywhere in the Province of Ontar-
io at 1-888-310-1122. 

If you wish to remain anonymous 
you can contact Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) where you 
may be eligible for a cash reward of 
up to $2000.   

Vehicle entry and theft
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By Nancy Abra

It is said, ‘it takes a village to raise a 
child’. But it also takes that village’s 
businesses to work together to suc-
ceed and grow.

Earlier this month, Michelle Cogh-
lin, owner of Effervesce Photography 
and Primp Haus at 160 King Street, 
Thorndale hosted a ‘business to busi-
ness’ meeting of the I Love Thorndale 
(ILT) business group. Her goal was to 
meet in person and brainstorm ideas 
how to reconnect with the community 
and to motivate people to shop local.

There were fourteen businesses rep-
resented at this meeting, participat-
ing in an active discussion on the ar-
ea’s demographics, sharing ideas and 
marketing strategies on connecting 

with area residents, welcoming new 
families to Thorndale and showcasing 
local businesses in the area. 

As it is important that community 
service groups and organizations are 
involved and take an active role in 
Thorndale and area, it is also essen-
tial local businesses are engaged with 
the community. 

The general comment after these 
discussions was that this brainstorm 
meeting was a great idea to meet and 
collectively share ideas. There will be 
another meeting of the ILT business 
group in February.

To view the various businesses in 
the Thorndale and area, check out  
https://www.ilovethorndale.ca/busi-
nesses/

By Maggie Squires

As we welcome a new year, we may recognize that 
we need a little more movement, but we might be 
finding it hard to get going or to find something 
that sparks our interest. January can be a long 
month, and after settling in after a busy holiday 
season it's all too easy to want to stay in that com-
fort zone. If you are feeling this, let's look at some 
great options to get back in the swing of moving 
our bodies and enjoying all its benefits.

Let's talk yoga. This beautiful option is perfect 
for everybody and all age groups. With a focus 
on breath, stretching and balance and many class 
styles, this might be your perfect fit. Yoga utilizes 
our own body weight which allows implementation 
of this beneficial practice from the comfort of your 
own home or from a local yoga studio nearby. With 
yoga, you can expect to see changes in your mood, 
mental health, energy, strength, and circulatory 
health.

Reflexology is another wonderful option for self 
care. While this soothing acupressure massage is 
done to our feet and ankles you can expect to feel 
its benefits from head to toe, bringing your relax-
ation to a new level! With seven thousand nerves 
in each foot, this offering helps to stimulate our 
nervous system putting our bodies in a relaxed 
homeostasis state. When our bodies are in such a 
relaxed state it helps to stimulate healing on all 
levels: mental, physical, and emotional. You will be 
able to feel these beneficial effects for days after.

Another option to consider is massage, and with so 
many variations everyone is sure to find a favou-
rite. From relaxation massages, hot stone massag-
es, and the ever-famous Indian Head massage, this 
beneficial offering is for everybody. Proactively 

booking yourself a service is a great way to ensure 
you are feeling your best.

Introducing one, some, or all of these health-en-
hancing options can help our bodies on all levels: 
welcoming more energy, increased mood, emotion-

al and physical support to keep us going through 
the winter months.

Maggie Squires is owner of Aligned Soul + Body, a 
boutique yoga studio and wellness collective located 
at 198 King Street, Thorndale.

Thorndale businesses brainstorm 'Shop Local' ideas

Ideas to get yourself moving in the new year

233 King Street, Thorndale

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
THORNDALE

OPENING 
JUNE 1 2023

THORNDALE
WEEKLY NEWS

RUN YOUR THORNDALE 
BASED AD HERE!

Affordable advertising prices to meet every budget!

CONTACT US AT THORNDALEONTARIONEWS@GMAIL.COM
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I admit these are stereotypes, 
but don’t you generally find 
that there are three kinds of 
visitors to art exhibitions? 
There are those who rush past 
spectacular works of art in or-
der to see the one or two fa-
mous pieces (think Mona Lisa 
at the Louvre, for instance). 
Or, there are those who have 
clearly been dragged to the ex-
hibition, who trudge through, 
reluctantly peering at works 
in which they have no interest 
whatsoever. Or, finally – and 
perhaps even in the minority – 
there are those who take time 
with the works, sitting to con-
template some, standing deep 
in thought in front of others.

I’ve seen and perhaps even 
been all of the above. But last 
week, I saw a reaction to art 
that I have never encountered 
– people quietly crying as they 
looked at the paintings.

Such is the power of Kent 
Monkman’s unique exhibition, 
“Being Legendary”.

Monkman is a Cree artist, born 
in St. Marys, a member of Fish-
er River Cree Nation in Trea-
ty 5 (Manitoba) where he was 
raised, and now a Toronto res-
ident. 

His work is powerful, con-
troversial and often overtly 
outrageous. His own web-
site explains, “Known for his 
thought-provoking interven-
tions into Western Europe-
an and American art history, 
Monkman explores themes of 
colonization, sexuality, loss, 
and resilience – the complexi-
ties of historic and contempo-
rary Indigenous experiences 
– across painting, film/video, 
performance and installation. 
Monkman’s gender-fluid alter 
ego, Miss Chief Eagle Testick-
le, often appears in his work as 
a time-traveling, shape-shift-
ing, supernatural being who 
reverses the colonial gaze to 
challenge received notions of 
history and Indigenous peo-
ples.”

I’ve been a fan of Monkman’s 
work for a long time. His paint-
ings, often massive in scale, 
are included in the collections 
of some of the most important 
national and international gal-
leries.

This exhibition is different. 
First, because it’s not in an art 
gallery. It’s in the iconic Royal 
Ontario Museum. And while 
the exhibition features a new 
and wonderful collection of 
Monkman’s works – and how 
he accomplished all of this in 
the course of a year or two is 
beyond me – many of the works 
are poignantly linked to items 
from the ROM’s collection of 
artifacts.

Monkman has explained that 
the idea for the exhibition be-
gan when Josh Basseches, Di-
rector and CEO of the ROM, 
“mentioned that there wasn’t 
anything in the collection at 
ROM that could tell the story 

of the residential school expe-
rience, which was something 
that I thought I could help 
with. We discussed the idea of 
an intervention in the museum 
space and some sort of project 
that could speak to this.”

The idea grew, says Monkman. 
“When I thought about the col-
lection at ROM and their audi-
ence, particularly the tens of 
thousands of children that go 
to ROM every year, I started to 
wonder what Indigenous chil-
dren have been taught about 
fossils that have come out of 
our land. I thought I could 
bring dinosaurs and residen-
tial schools into one cohesive 
narrative relating to historical 
knowledge and the interrup-
tion of the colonial project. 

“The concept for the exhibition 
evolved through in-museum 
research and conversations 
with teams of curators. This led 
to researching the work of oth-
er Knowledge Keepers and In-
digenous scientists to develop 
the full concept and narrative 
for Being Legendary.”

Monkman collaborated on the 
project with Gisèle Gordon, 
his long-time creative writing 
partner who wrote the text that 
accompanies the paintings.

The exhibition moves the view-
er through time “before the 
oldest stories” into the horrors 
of the residential school trag-
edies (most certainly a place 
for tears) and then toward con-
templation of the strength, re-
siliency and hope that is still 
held in the hearts of Indige-
nous people.

In the first gallery, a whimsical 
painting of the “Little People” 
called “The Rocks Hold Their 

Stories,” depicts these tiny, 
mystical beings enthusiastical-
ly exploring a dinosaur skull. 
On the other side of the room 
is that actual, enormous skull 
from the ROM’s collection. The 
meeting of mythic creativity 
and scientific reality engenders 
a whole new perspective.

Monkman’s paintings of the 
residential school era – es-
pecially for me, “The Es-
cape”, “The Sparrow”, and 
“The Going Away Song” – are 
heart-wrenching. They are also 
brilliant pieces of work, high-
lighting the incredible skill of 
the artist.

And in this section is a striking 
juxtaposition. Several smaller 
paintings illustrate the trag-
edy of loss when the powers 
that be “tried to break our spir-
it,” banning the language, rites 
and practices of the Indigenous 
People. Each painting of spe-
cific losses – “Language”, “Joy” 
and several more – includes 
the image of a pair of beauti-
fully beaded moccasins. Oppo-
site them are those very shoes, 
“collected” by museums over 

100 years ago, with no artist 
identified and no sure prove-
nance, because that simply did 
not matter then.

But there is hope here too. The 
final gallery is called “Shining 
Stars” – powerful portraits of 
present-day Indigenous artists 
and leaders who, says Monk-
man, “are doing amazing work.”

The individual pieces of “Being 
Legendary” each tell their own 
story, but the exhibition as a 
whole has much to say as well. 
In Monkman’s words, “Indige-
nous cultures aren’t static cul-
tures—everything is constantly 
in flux. Indigenous people have 
always been very capable of in-
novation and moving forward. 
This exhibition is about how 
creativity is at the very core of 
keeping your culture changing 
and vibrant.”

“Being Legendary” is at the 
ROM through April 16. 

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The Escape, (Painting by Kent Monkman, 2022)

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: “Being Legendary”: a powerful exhibition by Kent Monkman

By Paul Knowles

Kent Monkman (Courtesy Royal Ontario Museum)
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???Estate Planning is 

essential to ensure 
that your last wishes 

are followed. 
See us to make certain things 

are in order
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COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  All in a Week
By VJ Knutson

What a week!  I promised myself that 
after the Christmas event I would 
slow down.  Not a chance.

When I wrote about Lesia, I men-
tioned she was interested in knitting, 
so Ric bought needles and wool for 
both Lesia and I for Christmas.  She is 
now living with us and our neighbour 
offered to start a knitting circle for 
anyone in the Ukrainian community 
wanting to join.  There were five of us 
at the inaugural meeting and Lesia is 
miles ahead of me - I’ve only managed 
to knit four rows (Hate to tell you how 
many attempts this has taken).  Oh 
well.

Monday the 16th, the Rotary Club in-
vited myself and my Ukrainian family 
for dinner and a talk.  I asked Lesia, 
Ruslan and Nataly, and Tania to send 
me photos from their former lives 
along with stories of their lives and 
dreams and shared those in a visual 
presentation.  There wasn’t a dry eye 
in the room.  Thanks again to the Ro-
tary Club for your good work.

After that I really needed a rest, but 
two families that I had helped settle 
in Strathroy insisted we come meet in 

person, so Thursday Ric and I made 
the trip.  We met up at Mykola and Ira’s 
new ‘little’ bakery U.Cake on Albert St.  
U.Cake specializes in macarons, which 
were sold out by the time we got there.  
We did partake of chocolate covered 
strawberries, an Americana coffee   
with steamed milk for Ric, and ‘The 
best tea’ for me, imported all the way 
from Ukraine.  Afterwards we joined 
the other family for borscht and per-
ogies    Richard Hone from Ukraine 
Help Middlesex Facebook fame joined 

us.  It was another heartwarming day.

Sunday, Sue Griffiths of Stone Town 
Creatives opened her door for us to 
have a paint and chat session.  As 
Sue and I discussed, art is a great way 
to express feelings and elicit heal-
ing.  Sue is a visionary, and we are all 
grateful for her help.  By the way, next 
time you’re in the shop, ask her about 
how Ryan Reynolds got involved with 
her fundraising efforts.

I almost forgot to mention Wednes-

day Conversation Circle.  What a live-
ly bunch attends this meeting hosted 
by Sonia Waind.  The numbers for the 
English lessons that follow have also 
grown, and volunteer Barb Reinwald 
tirelessly carries on with the help of 
Lorna Parkinson.

The lifesaver in the midst of all this 
busyness was a homemade, gluten 
free lasagna delivered by Alina Shy-
shkivska this week.  Thank you Ali-
na!   Alina’s family was at the Farmers’ 
Market this Saturday, so we were able 
to stock up on other goodies.

This Monday coming up is our host 
support chat with Viki Scott.  Any 
hosts wanting to join in just need to 
email me for the zoom link.  Viki is a 
good resource for how to care for self 
while caring for others.

I think I’ve covered it all.  Offers of 
donations continue to flow in, and 
my garage is still overflowing.  I don’t 
know what to say about it all, except 
that I am very willing for someone 
else to take over this aspect.

Till next time.  Now back to that knit-
ting…

(Contact me at english.knutson@
gmail.com)

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A Circle

What has no 

beginning and 

no end? 

Elena Zavitski (6)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What’s the best way to 

talk to a monster? 

Long distance 

How do fisherman 
make their nets? 

They just take a lot 
of holes and sew 

them together 

What’s wet and says 
“how do you do?” 

sixteen times? 

Two octopuses 
shaking hands 

What’s the same 
size as an elephant 
but doesn’t weigh 

anything? 

An elephant’s shadow 

Which insect eats the 
least? 

A moth - it just eats 
holes 

What lies on the 
ground, a hundred 

feet in the air? 

A centipede sleeping 
on his back 

On which side of a 
chicken are the most 

feathers? 

The outside

Why do elephants 
have trunks? 

Because they’d look 
silly with suitcases 

What Rooms can’t you 
enter? 

Mushrooms 

What falls but never 
gets hurt? 

Rain 

What is always 
coming but never 

arrives? 

Tomorrow 

What passes by and 
never stops? 

Time 

- Word Search -

Newcomers

Volunteers

Welcome

Packages

Connect

Community

Local business

Town

Organizations

Sponsorship

Book sales

Social evenings

Movie nights

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Quincy, a 15 year old 
puggle.  Quincy was a shelter rescue who 
was adopted by the Brine family when he 

was a year old. He loves his four walks a day 
and greets his canine and human friends in 
the neighborhood. His favorite treats are red 

peppers, cucumbers, peas and liver treats.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

At St. Marys Veterinary Clinic 
we take pride in providing 
high quality, personalized, 
compassionate care for our 
patients and their families.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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Sudoku

Id: 132834

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 31

3 5 8
6 4
4 3 2 7

1 7 6 3
2 9 5

3 8 1 7
7 3

3 4 1
1 3 4 8 6 2

Solution
1 9 7 3 4 5 8 2 6

6 5 2 9 8 1 7 3 4

4 3 8 6 2 7 1 5 9

5 4 1 8 7 2 9 6 3

7 2 9 1 3 6 5 4 8

3 8 6 5 9 4 2 1 7

2 6 4 7 1 9 3 8 5

8 7 5 2 6 3 4 9 1

9 1 3 4 5 8 6 7 2

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

ASK THE PREACHER: Jesus’ baptism

Most Christian denom-
inations celebrate the 
baptism of Jesus on the 
second Sunday of Jan-
uary.  There were only 
two people involved 
in the baptism at the 
time.  Jesus is one, and 
John the Baptist was 
the other.   According 
to Luke’s gospel, John 
and Jesus were related 
through their moth-
ers.  However, this was 
highly unlikely and 
has not been accepted 
by modern scholarship.    

Most scholars believe 
John was an Essene 
who lived out in the 
desert with a commu-
nity of like-minded 
austere Jewish be-
lievers.  They were 
a branch of the Jew-
ish faith community.  

John’s community shut 
themselves off from 
the world as much as 
possible.  They were 
a highly organized 
group.  They held all 
property in common.  
They practiced a se-
vere form of self-dis-
cipline and abstained 
from all forms of lux-
ury.  They studied the 
Tanach, the Hebrew 
Bible, which we call to-
day the Old Testament.  
They had a large li-
brary of scrolls, known 
to us as the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, which were 
discovered 1946/7.

John was said to have 
dressed in cloth-
ing  made of camel's 
hair (itchy stuff), with 
a leather belt. His food 
was locusts (grasshop-
pers) and wild hon-
ey.  He was a widely 
regarded as a proph-
et of the day, preach-
ing repentance to his 
brothers and sisters of 
the Jewish faith.  From 
John’s point of view, 
the Children of Israel 
had lost their way and 
needed to reform.  A 
person being baptized 
by John demonstrat-
ed a recognition of his 

sin, a desire for spiri-
tual cleansing, and a 
new commitment to 
follow God's law in fu-
ture.  However, John’s 
baptism was not a re-
flection of later Chris-
tian baptism.

John had quite a fol-
lowing in his own 
right, which lasted well 
into the second centu-
ry.  Tradition has John 
being murdered by 
Herod on the whim of 
his daughter Salome 
who asked for John’s 
head on a platter.  
There are still people 
who today are follow-
ers of John the Baptist.  
They are the Mandae-
ans who lived in Iraq 
and still speak Arama-
ic, the language of the 
Children of Israel.      

The Gospels have 
nothing to say about 
Jesus’ youth and life 
up until he was about 
30 years of age, despite 
an account of the visit 
to the Temple in Luke 
2:41-52.  Scholars have 
dismissed this reading 
for various reasons.  
The fact is that we 
know little of Jesus’ life 
while he was growing 
up in Nazareth.  In fact, 

we know nothing of his 
life until he suddenly 
appeared on the banks 
of the Jorden River 
with John the Baptist.   
By that time, he was in 
his thirties which was 
well on into middle 
age.  He may have been 
with John as a disci-
ple.  He may have been 
with him for a few or 
many years.  What we 
do know is that their 
messages were very 
different.  John wanted 
people to begin living 
according to the laws 
of the Children of Isra-
el.  On the other hand, 
Jesus’ ministry focused 
on how we lived with 
each other as members 
of a community who 
were able to love and 
forgive each other.

Why is Baptism im-
portant to members 
of the Christian com-
munity?  After Jesus’ 
death, converts were 
baptised as adults.  
They chose to be bap-
tised.  It took almost a 
year to learn what you 
had to know to become 
a baptised follower of 
Jesus.  Baptism then 
was by total immer-
sion, where you often 

descended steps into 
the water and walked 
out the other side.  It 
was a right of passage.  
People also had the 
idea that heaven was 
closed to you if you 
were not baptised.  Be-
cause infant mortality 
was more prevalent 
2000 years ago than to-
day, the church began 
baptising infants as 
babies to assure their 

place in heaven.  

At Jesus’ baptism John 
was reluctant to do the 
baptism.  He felt that 
Jesus should be bap-
tising him.  But Jesus 
insisted and John went 
ahead with his ritual.  
This was typical of Je-
sus who always took 
second place with oth-
ers in his ministry.By Rev. Pirie 

Mitchell

COLUMN —

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca
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On December 29, I was greatly hon-
oured to be named a Member of The 
Order of Canada.

Since the process is confidential, I 
do not know my nominator or those 
who supported the nomination to the 
Governor General of Canada, the Rt 
Honourable Mary Simon.  To you, 
who are anonymous to me, I give you 

my heartfelt thanks for initiating and 
supporting the detailed application.

All of the activities for which I am be-
ing cited, involve a large number of 
people and I share this honour with 
each of you.

I also thank the hundreds of people 
who have sent congratulation mes-

sages by mail, e-mail, text and on so-
cial media.  I am indeed humbled by 
your friendship, your caring and con-
cern.

The work of medical recycling contin-
ues, and your donations make a huge 
difference in Ukraine, Cuba and oth-
er places in need around the world.  
Items can be dropped off each Tues-

day morning 9 to 12, at St Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church, or call me 519-
276-1975, or any of the depot volun-
teers.

In Appreciation,

Jean Aitcheson C.M.

For the last few months I have 
watched Mr. Mitchell (the Preacher) 
cast shade on the Christian Scriptures 
in his bi-weekly column. On a person-
al level I find his opinions & textual 
criticism intellectually and academi-
cally, both misleading and distracting. 
Many Christian traditions are admit-
tedly hard to justify, but should not be 
confused or associated with the time-
less truth of God’s Word. Mr. Mitch-
ell’s methods of deconstructionism 
are flawed and shouldn’t be tested in 
a newsletter opinion column.

I have spent my personal and vo-
cational life studying the Bible for 
50 years and am still entirely over-
whelmed with the depth of its wisdom 
and insight. I have always felt woe-
fully inadequate to the task of mining 

the truth in God’s Word. The lessons 
and truth to be discovered in the sto-
ries of the Bible need to be cherished 
and passed on to generations who are 
lost without them.

Renowned Canadian clinical Psychol-
ogist, Jordan Peterson, spoke recent-
ly on the Joe Rogan Podcast where 
he said, The Christian Bible is not 
just truth, it is the very foundation 
of truth. He added that every aspect 
of our literary history (the Western 
Canon) is owed to the Bible. Shake-
speare, Dante and Milton, flow from 
the library of revelation known as the 
Bible, and we are destined both per-
sonally and as a society for a hellish 
life without it.

Even more recently, J.R. Tolkien (Lord 
of the Rings) and C. S. Lewis (Lion, 

Witch and the Wardrobe) have ex-
pressed similar sentiments. Dr. Peter-
son went on to say that the Bible is the 
precondition for the manifestation 
of truth. In other words, an accurate 
perception of life can’t be realized 
without the Bible! Ironically Dr. Pe-
terson is neither a preacher or would 
even claim to be a churchgoer, yet he 
is careful to always position himself, 
under the authority of the Christian 
Bible. The greatest intellectual mind 
that Canada has ever produced, bows 
to the overwhelming truth he discov-
ers as he reads the Bible.

`My questions to Mr. Mitchell are 
these: Has there ever been a time in 
your study, when God’s Word has im-
pacted the direction or behaviour of 
your life and decisions? When have 

you understood it to be the precondi-
tion for knowing what is truth in your 
life? Can you recall a time when you 
were awestruck by the truth you have 
read? I for one, would like to hear 
about that. I would like to know if the 
Bible you write about has ever awo-
ken you to the eternal nature of your 
existence?

Our society and culture are in deep 
trouble. We have elevated feelings 
over facts, and social constructs over 
absolute truth. As a result we are 
flirting with insanity. People are now 
desperately searching for what has 
been forgotten. What we need today, 
Mr. Preacher, is less shade and more 
light. 

Rev. David Horne

Thank you to my nominators

A different perspective

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR —

St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend

Rewards

CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1CHCA23_St. Marys Independent_10.3x6.3.indd   1 04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM04/04/2022   6:08:03 PM
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Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday & Saturday. 

Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

The Annual General Meeting of the Library 
Board and Friends of the Library is taking place 
this Saturday from 10am to 12pm. Join us in the 
Library to learn more about what the Board and 
the Friends have been up to over this past year. 
Light refreshments will be available, and no reg-
istration is required.

This Week’s Recommendation 

"So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma Olul 
is a no-holds-barred look at tough topics from 
privilege and policy brutality to the Black Lives 
Matter movement and intersectionality. Ijeoma 
answers difficult questions many of us hesitate to 
ask and does so in a matter of fact and humorous 
way. “So You Want to Talk About Race” is a must-

read for those of us curious for clarity about a 
complex construct of human society. Get “So You 
Want to Talk About Race” on Libby or place a hold 
on a hard copy today.

Up This Week

Friday, Jan. 27th: Open 10:30am-5:00pm

Saturday, Jan. 28th: Annual General Meeting of 
the Library Board and Friends of the Library 
(10:00am-12:00pm)

Monday, Jan. 30th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Jan. 31st: Book Club (11:00am)

Wednesday, Feb. 1st: Writing Club (6:00pm)

Thursday, Feb. 2nd: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Straight from the Shelves

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – see Page 25
Friday, January 27
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm
- Community Players auditions at St. Marys United Church – 6:30 
to 8 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Chatham Maroons at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 28
- Library Board & Friends of the Library AGM at the library – 10 am 
to Noon
- Community Players auditions at St. Marys United Church – 12:30 
to 2 pm
- Community Players play reading & info session at St. Marys 
United Church – 2 to 3 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Strathroy Rockets at West Middlesex 
Memorial Centre – 7:30 pm
Sunday, January 29
- Thorndale Winter Community Breakfast at the Lions Community 
Centre – 9 am to Noon
- Community Players auditions at St. Marys United Church – 2:30 
to 4 pm
Monday, January 30
- Community dinner at St. Marys United Church – 5 pm, Sponsored 
by St. Marys Rotary Club Admission is free but donations are 
greatly appreciated
Tuesday, January 31
- Mixed crib league at the Legion – 7 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Wednesday, February 1
- A.N.A.F. Pool League – 6:30 pm
Thursday, February 2
- Groundhog Day
- St. Marys Clicks meeting at St. Marys Presbyterian Church - 6:30 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

LOOKING
BACK

Ice bridge
By Amy Cubberley

25 years ago (1998)

Ken Levy said he now knows what “hell on earth” looks like. 
Levy, along with Bob McIntosh and Jim Blake, all St. Marys 
PUC linesmen, volunteered to help restore power in ice 
storm-ravaged Eastern Ontario. 

The Avon Maitland District School Board chopped $2.4 mil-
lion out of its budget and will ask the Ministry of Education 
for relief. The reduced funding from the province to AMDSB 
left it with a projected $6.2 million shortfall. Trustees cut $2.4 
million out of the budget on Thursday night, reducing capital 
expenses as well as maintenance and operating costs. 

The committee planning a youth centre for St. Marys has 
set itself an ambitious goal. Their target is to have it open by 
March. 

Grand Trunk Trail fundraising progress can now be easily 
monitored thanks to a thermometer in front of Town Hall. 
More than $80,000 has been raised to date and it will take 
$125,000 to complete the first, most expensive phase of the 
project, the preparation of the Sarnia Bridge. 

50 years ago (1973)

With computerized tax bills, originally scheduled to arrive 
January 15, now not expected until this Friday it will mean 
some overtime for Town Hall staff. First payment on taxes is 
due Feb 1-15 and bills must be in the mail prior to this date.

The removal of the Public Health office from Town Hall to the 
Memorial Hospital is proving a very satisfactory arrangement, 
according to public health nurse Mrs. Dalton Blackmore.

St. Marys will evidently be the subject of several programs 
on CBC radio during 1973. A man and wife team at present is 
taking a number of interviews with local residents.

Pirie Mitchell, genial host of “Junior Talent Hour” recently 
hosted program guest Gina Sarchielli. Gina, fourteen-year-
old accordion player from Thorndale, appeared on Junior Tal-
ent Hour on January 14.

75 years ago (1948)

H.E. Forts of Simcoe, newly appointed manager of St. Marys 
Public Utilities, was in town for a few days this week familiar-
izing himself with his new position.

Residents of the West Ward, south of Queen, are using the 
ice of the Thames as a bridge during these winter weeks. The 
absence of a bridge at Park Street is keenly felt.

One St. Marys driver found out that the ways of damaging a 
new car are limitless. The back door of his shiny sedan, ac-
cidentally left open, became caught in a hard snowbank and 
the terrific wrench destroyed its former good fitting qualities 
completely.

Those attending the Canadian Fur Auctions Sales in Montreal 
this week from St. Marys are Calvin Martin, Ed Betteridge, 
Allan Somers and Clifton Brown.

100 years ago (1923)

The Mitchell Woollen Company have brought an action for 
$10,000 for damages caused by the spring flood against the 
Corporation of Mitchell.

A good many are looking forward to the coming of “Sherlock 
Holmes” to the St. Marys Theatre the balance of this week, 
including Saturday matinee.

Mr. and Mrs. John Gilfillan of Kirkton, who are spending the 
winter with their daughter in San Francisco, are delighted 
with the California climate and are having a swell time. They 
sent the Journal a clipping from a California paper showing 
farmers sowing their seeds on large farms by aeroplane. Sev-
eral sacks are placed on the wings of the aerial chariot and 
the propellor blows the seed over the field. Ten acres can be 
sown in ten minutes.

HELP WANTED

COLUMN —

Stratford Police Service
We currently have openings for the following position: 

Please refer to the Stratford Police Service website at 
www.stratford.ca for details of the duties for this position, 
minimum qualifications, and application submission 
process.

Completed application packages for this Park Patrol 
position will be accepted until February 10th, 2023 at 
2:00pm.

Please mail or deliver completed applications to Stratford 
Police Service, 17 George Street West, Stratford, ON 
N5A 1A6.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however 
only those selected for testing will be contacted. 

No phone calls please. 
Applications will not be accepted via facsimile.

Park Patrol
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

MENDING

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HOME CARE

End of life care providers 
in the comfort of your 

own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
519-777-9393
gracepalliation@gmail.com
www.gracepalliation.com

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com
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Tricounty Winter 
Blend Bird Seed

$15.99 / 25LB
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CORRECTION: We wish to apologize to 
Jeff Rolston for the incorrect spelling of his name in last week's 
paper.  As president of the Downie Optimist Club, Jeff presented a 
generous donation to the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation.  We are 
very sorry this was missed in our proofreading  efforts.

THANK YOU

Rigney
The family of Barb (Bradshaw) Rigney would like to 
thank everyone who offered words of support and love 
during mom’s short illness and since her passing. 
Thanks to all who sent food, for the cards, the emails, 
the Facebook and text messages, the phone calls, the 
plants and flowers sent to us individually and to each 
of our homes. 
Thanks to the doctors and nurses at the hospital for 
looking after her and our needs during her stay there. 
Thank you for respecting her decisions and helping 
her fulfill her wishes. 
Thank you Andrew Hodges for getting us this far in 
our journey. 
Thanks to Kingsway Lodge where she resided for the 
last 5 months. 
Everything was greatly appreciated by all of us. 
Linda, Mary Lou, Donna, Sandy, Janice and their fam-
ilies. 

IN MEMORIAM

Smale
In memory of Dianne Smale January 26, 2021
After Glow
I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one
I’d like to leave an after glow of smiles when life is done
I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways
Of happy times: laughing times and bright & sunny days
I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun
Of happy memories that I leave when life is done. 

Fondly Remembered, Forever in our hearts 
The Smale and Caswell families

THANK YOU

McCarthy
Thanks to everyone who came out to my retirement 
party. Thank you for the cards, the gifts and the well 
wishes. Thank you to the Shackleton Team for the last 
6 years, for hosting my party and for all the delicious 
food and beverages. 
Everyone’s thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 
I may be retired but I won’t be far away!
John McCarthy 

OBITUARY

Jones
Bruce Gerald Jones, resident 
of St. Marys and formerly 
of Thorndale, passed away 
peacefully at Stratford General 
Hospital on January 18, 2023 
at the age of 67. 
Husband of Maxine Jones 
(McCorquodale), together 
24 years. Brother of Ron-
ald Jones (Shelley and first 

wife Anna, deceased), Murray Jones (Bonnie), Ruth 
Harlton (Murray, deceased), Linda Gregory (John), 
Janet Thomson (Cecil). Brother-in-law of Larry Mc-
Corquodale, Dennis McCorquodale (Reta), Byron Mc-
Corquodale (Dawn). 
Bruce will be especially missed by uncle Warren 
Stacpoole (Marion Gallinger, deceased). He will also 
be remembered by nieces, nephews, extended family 
members and special canine friend Toby. Prede-
ceased by parents Mervin and Bernice Jones (Irwin) 
and parents-in-law Grant and Blanche McCorquodale 
(Gallinger). Brother-in-law George McCorquodale and 
sister-in-law Marlene McCorquodale. 
The Funeral Service was conducted at the St. Marys 
United Church on Tuesday, Jan 24, 2023.  Spring 
burial in Robins Hill Cemetery.  
Memorial donations may be made to the St. Marys 
Healthcare Foundation or the Canadian Liver Founda-
tion. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.
ca. 

Sudoku

Id: 132834

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 31

3 5 8
6 4
4 3 2 7

1 7 6 3
2 9 5

3 8 1 7
7 3

3 4 1
1 3 4 8 6 2

Solution
1 9 7 3 4 5 8 2 6

6 5 2 9 8 1 7 3 4

4 3 8 6 2 7 1 5 9

5 4 1 8 7 2 9 6 3

7 2 9 1 3 6 5 4 8

3 8 6 5 9 4 2 1 7

2 6 4 7 1 9 3 8 5

8 7 5 2 6 3 4 9 1

9 1 3 4 5 8 6 7 2

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Massachusetts  

2) Tin 

3) Orange trees originally came from 
China 

4) J.K. Rowling

5) Water Displacement

6) Apple

7) Lake Superior

8) Great Britain

9) Mortimer

10) Kennedy, McKinley, Garfield, and 
Lincoln

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Found
Found on Water Street S, single key with Angel keychain
Inquire at the Independent Newspaper.

For Rent
Downtown apt, 3 story walk-up, 3 bedroom, wifi, laundry, util, parking 
included Call 519-697-4985

For Sale
Exercise equipment. 
True Elliptical – model XES 900 Console-model CMB2XA-3
www.truefitness.com
Less than 20 hrs usage on it by an 80 yr old
Over $5,000 new asking $2,800
Call 519-284-1087

CELEBRATION

Happy Birthday Renate Knabe 
You look great at 88

Love your family

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Jan. 15 - Christy Jacobs, Shakespeare  $50.00

Mon. Jan. 16 - Andrew Parr, St Pauls   $50.00

Tues. Jan 17 - Marg Van Nes, Stratford  $50.00

Wed. Jan. 18 - Maxwell & Emmett Barter, Stratford  $50.00

Thur. Jan 19 - Jazz Dargie, Beachville   $50.00

Fri. Jan 20 - Marilyn Macleod, Temagami   $50.00

Sat. Jan. 21 - Nicole St. Amour, Kitchener  $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca
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Great Team FUN @ the Ford StoreFREE Pick Up & Delivery Service


