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On Thursday, January 12, 2023 at 10:30 a.m. the 
Stratford Police Service was dispatched to the 
area of Park Lane and Thomas Street in St. Marys 
after they received a complaint of a male uttering 
threats to kill his neighbour and their dog. 

Police attended the area and discovered that the 
male had barricaded himself inside his home. 
Contact was attempted with the male, who re-
peatedly threatened to harm the officers on 
scene. Further investigation revealed that the 
male had also, repeatedly, blasted an air raid si-
ren at all hours of the day and night for the past 
couple days. 

The male involved was known to police as a 
54-year-old resident of St Marys. The involved 
male currently had warrants on file after failing 
to attend court for a long list of charges including 
Assault with a Weapon, Uttering Threats to Cause 
Death, and Possession of a Weapon for Danger-
ous Purpose from October 18, 2021; as well as 
Assault with a Weapon, Resist Arrest, Dangerous 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and Flight from Po-
lice from March 7, 2022. 

As a result of the danger posed to the public, po-
lice secured the area surrounding his home and 
closed off the area. Stratford Police Service Ne-
gotiators attempted to contact the male to help 
ensure a peaceful resolution to this matter. 

The male refused to speak with police and turn 
himself over, resulting in the Stratford Police 
Service Tactical Unit entering the residence to 
conduct an arrest. 

At 1:38 p.m. the male was arrested without in-
cident. He was transported to Stratford Police 
Headquarters where he was held in custody to 
attend a Bail Hearing. As a result of this incident 
the male has been charged with Uttering Threats 
X3 and Mischief.

The Town of St. Marys is trying to 
brew up some buzz around its budget.

On Saturday, February 4, the Town is 
hosting Coffee with Council at Snap-
ping Turtle Coffee Roasters, located 
at 145 Queen St. E in downtown St. 
Marys. This informal, drop-in event 
will run from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. and is 
open to all residents and ratepayers.

The coffee will be free, and so will the 
discussion around the budget. The 

idea is to give taxpayers a chance to 
ask questions and make comments in 
a casual environment. Several mem-
bers of Council are planning to at-
tend, including Mayor Al Strathdee.

“We invite all residents to come down, 
have a hot drink, and chat about the 
budget,” said Strathdee. “This is also a 
great opportunity to get to know your 
Councillors and meet senior munici-
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Mayor Al Strathdee enjoys a cup of coffee at Snapping Turtle Coffee Roasters. The 
café is the location for the Town’s upcoming Coffee with Council event, happening 
on February 4 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. This casual, drop-in style event is an oppor-
tunity for residents to enjoy a free beverage while chatting with Council about the 
2023 municipal budget.

Black’s Financial Services

TERM
1 year
3 years
5 years

GIC
5.53
5.50
5.52

GIC INSURED
*All rates subject

to change without
notice*

Call us for details 519.284.1340

Black’s Financial Services

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 5.05 - 3 YR 4.60 - 5 YR 4.33

For more products and 
Financial Advice call us today!

*All rates subject to change without notice*

Barricaded Person 
Arrested in St Marys 

Town hosting Coffee with 
Council on February 4

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

We have SNOW 
& are OPEN!
January 20th 12pm - 8pm
January 21st 10am - 7pm
January 22nd 10am - 6pm
One hill with 3 runs!
Come join us!

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Wings are back on the menu 
Friday-Sunday during 
operating hours

Event planned for 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Snapping 
Turtle Coffee Roasters

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON NEW STYLE RAM 1500'S!

Save up to 15% off! 
That's a savings of up to $14700 on new 

2022 Ram New Style 1500 4x4's. See 
Allroads for the best savings in a long time 

on new style Rams!
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308 | allroads.ca

COLDWELL BANKER HOMEFIELD 
LEGACY REALTY, BROKERAGE

Sales Representative for Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Realty, Brokerage
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-274-2234 | Email: hjames71@live.com
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of Coldwell Banker 

A�liates of Canada

Heidi James

36 Water St. S., St. Marys ON | 519.284.0041 | info@stmarysindependent.com | www.stmarysindy.com
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It’s not often a stroke of a pen plays 
a role in improving healthcare, but 
several were put to good use signing 
a construction contract bringing a 
new Chemotherapy Unit and Phar-
macy a step closer to completion at 
the Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance 
(HPHA) Stratford General Hospital 
site. The event held on January 12, 
2023 marked the official construction 
start of a renovation project which 
will have an impact on thousands 
of chemotherapy patients along 
with hospital inpatients that rely on 
HPHA’s pharmacy to provide superi-
or medication management.

The signing of the construction con-
tract takes the project from years of 
planning, input from staff, patients 
and patient partners to the next lev-
el, from paper (blue prints) to reality. 
This $13 million project is part of the 
Stratford General Hospital Founda-
tion’s In Our Hands campaign.

“The Stratford General Hospital 
Foundation launched the In Our 
Hands campaign at an event at-
tended by 150 donors and a special 
countdown with astronaut Dr Rober-
ta Bondar in June 2022 with a goal 
of $30 million,” says Paul Roulston, 
In Our Hands Campaign Co-Chair. 
“Right now, through incredible gen-
erosity of donors we are at $23 mil-
lion in cash and pledges. Since we re-
ceive no funding from the provincial 
government for medical equipment 
every dollar vested into essential 
equipment and funding for special 
projects like the Chemotherapy and 

Pharmacy renovation has been given 
by those who care about our hospi-
tal, our patients and our healthcare 
team.”

There are currently more than 2,000 
patient visits for chemotherapy at 
the HPHA Stratford General Hos-
pital each year. The Chemothera-
py Unit is an integral part of cancer 
care for patients in Stratford and 
area, providing top-notch care clos-
er to home, thereby eliminating the 
anxiety of receiving treatment in an 
unfamiliar setting, reducing the time 
and expense of travel, and providing 
the opportunity to develop close rela-
tionships and a support system with 
other local residents.

“The Chemotherapy program has ex-
perienced steady growth in patient 
volumes and these trends are expect-
ed to continue,” says Ryan Itterman, 
Director Diagnostics and Regional 
Pharmacy & Chemotherapy. “Co-loca-
tion of the Chemotherapy and Phar-
macy programs will help ensure effi-
cient use of resources, specifically in 
sterile preparation locations and de-
livery of chemotherapy medications.”

Expected occupancy for the Che-
motherapy Unit and Pharmacy is 
Spring/Summer 2024. A simulated 
virtual tour is available on the In Our 
Hands campaign website at www.in-
ourhands.ca.

“We can never say thank you enough! 
Our donors have always been there 
for us and we know that they will 
help us raise the remaining $7 mil-

lion to help make an incredible dif-
ference at our hospital,” adds Andrea 
Page, Stratford General Hospital 
Foundation Executive Director. “From 
new ultrasounds, to the completion 
of the Chemotherapy and Pharmacy 
renovation; a new MRI to new youth 
mental health initiatives, every dollar 
counts and we can’t do it without our 

community.”

Those interested in contributing to 
the In Our Hands campaign can visit 
the Stratford General Hospital Foun-
dation’s website at www.sghfounda-
tion.org or contact the foundation 
office directly at 519-272-8210 ext. 
2626 or sgh.foundation@hpha.ca. 

Chemotherapy & Pharmacy Renovation Proceeds 
with the Stroke of a Pen

Pictured, from left, Andrew Williams, President & CEO; Ryan Itterman, Director Diagnostics, Regional Phar-
macy & Chemotherapy; Becky Lau, Supervisor Regional Pharmacy & Chemotherapy; Dr. Janis MacNaugton; 
Dr. Janis Nicholson; Andrea Page, Stratford General Hospital Foundation Executive Director; Paul Roulston, 
Stratford General Hospital Foundation In Our Hands Campaign Co-Chair; Amir Shenouda, SEM Construc-
tion President; Francesco Sabatini, Manager Facilities Management Projects; Steve Hearn, Board Chair

Huron Perth Healthcare Alliance (HPHA) Board 
Chair Stephen Hearn (left) was among those who 
signed construction contracts at a ceremony at Strat-
ford General Hospital on January 12. (Stewart Grant 
photo)
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Quote of the Week

“We invite all residents to come down, have a hot drink, and chat 
about the budget. This is also a great opportunity to get to know your 
Councillors and meet senior municipal staff. We hope that this event 
will attract residents of all ages and backgrounds.” 

- Mayor Al Strathdee, announcing “Coffee with Council” on 
February 4.

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent
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You know your 
children are growing 

up when they stop 
asking you where 

they came from and 
refuse to tell you 

where they’re going. 

Don’t learn the 
tricks of the trade, 

learn the trade. 

When there’s 
nothing on TV, most 
people will watch it 

anyway. 

People are never too 
busy to tell you all 

that they have to do.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

This week's police 

report feels like 

déjà vu

You know you have 

reached middle age when 

you are cautioned to slow 

down by your doctor 

instead of the police.

 

The challenging respiratory ill-
ness season in Huron Perth contin-
ues. Respiratory viruses including 
COVID-19, influenza and respira-
tory syncytial virus (RSV) are still 
circulating and are causing severe 
illness in some individuals. 

The number of new lab-confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 has been steady. 
As of January 11, 2023 there were 
two active outbreaks and five people 
in hospital due to COVID-19. From 
September 4 to December 31, 2022, 
there were 121 lab confirmed cases 
of influenza, nine hospitalizations, 
one death and one outbreak.  Influ-
enza activity may have peaked in 
December however local cases con-
tinue to be reported. 

“Huron Perth is still experiencing a 
complicated respiratory illness sea-
son, which has led to a lot of strain 
on our healthcare system,” says Dr. 
Miriam Klassen, Medical Officer 
of Health. “I urge everyone to keep 
“layering up” to protect themselves, 
their loved ones and the community 
from viruses such as COVID-19, in-
fluenza, RSV and colds.”

How to Know if You Are Up-To-
Date on Vaccinations

If you did not receive a COVID-19 
booster in the fall of 2022, you 
should get a booster now. If you re-
ceived a monovalent or bivalent 
COVID-19 vaccine booster on or 
after September 1, 2022, there is 
no provincial recommendation to 
receive another dose of COVID-19 
vaccine at this time. This includes in-

dividuals who were vaccinated using 
any authorized original or bivalent 
COVID-19 vaccine. Original and bi-
valent COVID-19 vaccines will boost 
immune responses and are like-
ly to provide significant protection 
against hospitalization and severe 
disease.

If individuals wish to receive an ad-
ditional booster, they may do so af-
ter talking with a primary care pro-
vider and/or vaccination clinic staff. 
The suggested timing for this second 
booster would be six months af-
ter your last COVID-19 vaccine; the 
minimum timing is 84 days. Check 
the Vaccine Dose Calculator at www.
hpph.ca/getvaccinated to see your 
options.

If you have recently had a COVID-19 
infection, talk to a health care pro-
vider and/or vaccination clinic staff 
about vaccination options.

COVID-19 and influenza vaccines 
continue to be available at HPPH 
clinics, select pharmacies, and some 
primary care provider offices.

HPPH COVID-19 vaccine clinic 
dates and locations up to the end of 
February are available at www.hpph.
ca/getvaccinated. For more informa-
tion about influenza vaccines, visit 
www.hpph.ca/flu. 

Layers of Protection 

Protect yourself, your loved ones and 
the community by using layers of 
protection during this “triple threat” 
season of COVID, RSV and influenza 
circulating at the same time.

Respiratory illness 
season update

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have one Bravo this week.

Bravo to all the emergency work-
ers, including the healthcare peo-
ple, who had to work over Christ-
mas and New Years, under difficult 
conditions. We are very fortunate 
to have such great people serving 
our community.

We have one Boo this week. 

Boo to the person who hit our 
parked car on the street and didn't 
stop: how rude and inconsiderate 
of you. You caused $2500 in dam-
age and didn't have the decency to 
admit your mistake.
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Home Alone Course

Equip your child with the skills they need to stay home 
alone! 

The St. John Ambulance Home Alone course is designed 
for kids aged 10 and older and covers topics like 
handling phone calls and visitors, First Aid basics, fire 
safety, and more!

The course is running on January 28 from 9 AM - 3:30 PM. 
The cost is $70. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Skate Park Survey

We’re revamping the St. Marys Skate Park with help 
from the St. Marys Rotary Club and other generous 
sponsors. 

We’re down to two designs for the upgraded park. 
Both include features for all abilities, but Concept #1 
separates beginner from advanced elements while 
Concept #2 blends the two. 

Review the concepts and tell us which you prefer by 
taking our online survey, available until January 31. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/skateparksurvey2 or 519-284-2160

2023 Budget

Want to know how your property taxes are being used?

Join us for a meeting to review the 2023 draft municipal 
budget. Meetings are scheduled for:

• February 7, 9 AM
• February 28, 6 PM
• March 14, 6 PM

Meetings will be held in Town Hall Council Chambers 
and streamed live on our YouTube channel. 

You can also participte by submitting comments or 
questions by email to amorin@town.stmarys.on.ca. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/budget or 519-284-2340, ext. 238

Swimming Lesson & Aquatics Programs Registration

Ready to make a splash?

Registration for the next session of swimming lessons 
at the Pyramid Recreation Centre opens on Tuesday, 
January 23 at 5 PM. 

Registration for the next session of aquatics programs 
(aquafit, public swims, lane swims, etc.) starts on 
Thursday, February 16 at 3 PM.

Details: townofstmarys.com/aquatics or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

One Day Only
Wednesday

 Jan 25, 2023 

Customer 
Appreciation

 

20%*
SAVE

32 Wellington St S  |  519-284-1491

*Exclusions apply. See in store for details.
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566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Roy Cayley who is 
celebrating his 80th birthday on Wednesday 

January 18. Born in St. Marys, Roy and his wife 
Sharon have 4 daughters and 11 grandchildren. 

Roy is a car enthusiast having had several 
classics through the years and he loves a good 

game of billiards or cards with family and 
friends. Happy 80th Roy. 

1)Which US President 
ordered the first dropping 
of the atomic bomb? 

2)Which type of wine 
does Alanis Morissette 
mentioned in her song 
"Ironic? 

3)How is actress Bernice 
Frankel better known? 

4)What countries are linked by the Khyber Pass? 

5)What Oscar-winning actress played Wonder-
Girl on the TV series “Wonder Woman”? 

6)Who defined democracy as “government of the 
people, by the people, for the people”? 

7)What is the string of islands off the tip of 
Florida called? 

8)Where is the “Ocean of Storms” located? 

9)On what part of the body would you wear 
puttees? 

10)“How to Win Friends and Influence People” 
was written by what famous speaker and author?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

 this Winter and Spring
Accepting new students

◦ Fully equipped studio with high quality air 
purification system

◦ Max 5 people per class

◦ Masks required to enter and leave, may be 
removed once you are on your machine.

◦ Learn the Pilates Method, how your spine works, 
how to stabilize it to improve your balance, 
posture and reduce pain.

◦ Excellent to prepare for knee or hip surgery, 
rehab post-surgery, pre/post natal and back pain.

Introducing newly Stott trained Instructor: 

Brittany Holmes

Sue Hannon, Owner/Operator/Instructor 
519-284-8098 | holyhannon@bell.net | 10 Edison St, St. Marys ON

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

louise@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY TRAVEL WRITER PAUL KNOWLESGROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY TRAVEL WRITER PAUL KNOWLES

SOUTHERN ENGLANDSOUTHERN ENGLAND
CANTERBURY TO CORNWALLCANTERBURY TO CORNWALL

MAY 15-27, 2023MAY 15-27, 2023
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The St. Marys Fire Department proudly announces 
newly promoted Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Edwards 
as the January 2023 “Firefighter of the Month”.

With the retirement of the former Deputy Fire 
Chief, Brent Dundas on December 31, 2022, this 
left the St. Marys Fire Services with a vacant lead-
ership position as the second in command of the 
fire department. The St. Marys Fire Department 
(SMFD) has selected Kevin Edwards as their new 
Deputy Fire Chief.

“Kevin has been a part of the SMFD for 21 years 
and is taking on this key leadership role at a piv-
otal time in our service’s history. As we continue 
to implement an educational program of major 
change, designed to improve our service and im-
portantly, the services we deliver to the people of 
St. Marys,” says Fire Chief Richard “Andy” Ander-
son. “I’m very much looking forward to working 
closely with him.”

Edwards joined the department as a firefighter 
in 2001. Through hard work, determination and 
upgrading his education through the Fire Officer 
Program he was promoted to Captain in 2014. He 
officially assumed the role of Deputy Fire Chief on 
January 1, 2023.

The Deputy Fire Chief position is typically held by 
an experienced, well-respected officer who rose 
through the firefighter ranks. The job comes with 
significant responsibility. In addition to their own 
duties, they take the lead in the absence of the 
Fire Chief. The position includes a combination of 
administrative work and time spent in the field to 
keep operations running efficiently.

Deputy Fire Chiefs supervise and coordinate the 
activities of emergency response attack teams, 
including responding to emergencies, scheduling 
ongoing training, managing firefighters, conduct-
ing training programs and ensuring that depart-
ment policies and procedures are followed.

Edwards' interest in the department developed in 
the late 1990’s when he heard of how many great 

things the volunteer firefighters did for their com-
munity. He researched what it would take to be-
come a firefighter and one day he applied for a va-
cant firefighter position. “The day I was accepted 
by the fire department as a new firefighter was in-

credibly exciting,” said Edwards. “As I followed the 
process and was accepted into the brotherhood, 
I quickly learned that becoming a firefighter was 
not only a dream come true, but it led to a long and 
rewarding career. From the first call I attended, 
all the firefighters I was working with displayed 
great knowledge, experience, and professional-
ism. No matter how serious the call, I could always 
count on knowing that every firefighter and offi-
cer would be there to ensure that if I ever needed 
something, they were only a phone call away.”

Edwards said, “On the other side of becoming a 
firefighter I learned how deeply committed the 
firefighters were as they volunteered their time to 
host charitable events, such as the first town wide 
clean up, firefighter breakfast and rib dinner fund-
raisers. This was just another way that reiterated 
to me that I had made one of the best choices of 
my life in joining the St. Marys Fire Department.”

“I am thrilled and honored to have been select-
ed to serve the Town of St. Marys as the Fire De-
partment’s new Deputy Fire Chief. Having worked 
alongside SMFD fire officers and firefighters 
during countless incidents and activities over the 
years, I have every confidence that I have a solid 
team of colleagues who have enormous passion, 
energy and capability to deliver bold ambitions.”

Edwards was raised in the Barbados and moved 
to Canada in 1987. He is married to Kelly, and 
they have two adult children, Tristan, and Logan. 
He works at Shur-Gain/ Nutreco Canada Inc. as a 
Pet Food Production Supervisor / Assistant Plant 
Manager.

Deputy Fire Chief Edwards was selected as the 
Firefighter of the Month for numerous reasons; 
however, the unanimous decision was based on 
his leadership. "Kevin has been serving as a Fire 
Captain for the past 8 years. His work ethic, atti-
tude and leadership skills made the appointment 
to Deputy Fire Chief an easy decision." said Fire 
Chief Anderson. “I am proud to award Kevin Ed-
wards Firefighter of the Month.”

Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Edwards named Firefighter 
of the Month for January

COMMUNITY —

Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Edwards named Firefighter 
of the Month for January
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By Matthew Little

I am a member of the Thorndale 
community, having moved here 
five years ago. I grew up in rural 
southwest Ontario, with the clos-
est small town about 10 kilometres 
away. Thorndale is a small growing 
community, which has experienced 
loss due to suicide at a rate higher 
than normal in Canada. Our chil-
dren have had friends take their 
own lives. Some friends and fami-
lies have taken their own lives. And 
we continue to not talk about it as a 
community but perhaps we should. 

In the past three years, there have 
been multiple lives lost due to sui-
cide here and around Thorndale. 
At least four local teens known to 
many of us have died by suicide in 
Thorndale/Thames Centre itself. If 
we include the surrounding area of 
Middlesex, Elgin, and Oxford, the 
numbers are much higher. These 
figures are sad to see. However, the 
impact on each of us, including our 
youth, is even harder to experience. 
If you are like our family who has 
had a teen lose friends due to sui-

cide, you know firsthand what this 
feels like.

For far too long, suicide was a taboo 
and was deemed both illegal and 
unethical. People who were strug-
gling suffered in silence, deprived 
of the resources they needed to heal 
and thrive in society. Thankfully, 
this is changing as we all become 
more educated on the subject.  

Suicide affects people of all ages, 
across the whole of Canada. Accord-
ing to the Canadian Centre for Sui-
cide Prevention, there continues to 
be over 4,000 deaths each year due 
to suicide. For every loss of life due 
to suicide, there are about 50 more 
who survive a suicide attempt.  Sui-
cide affects people across all in-
come levels. Suicide rates are three 
times higher for men than women, 
although women attempt suicide up 
to twice as much as men. The over-
all rate of loss of life due to suicide 
is approximately 1 for every 10,000 
population.  Thorndale is not ex-
empt from these losses and the 
community has experienced a high-
er rate than expected.

It’s important to understand that 
thoughts of suicide are not always 
tied to a mental illness (diagnosed 
or otherwise).  However, it is worth-
while noting that before COVID, it 
was reported that 1 in 5 people in 
Canada experienced mental illness 
at some point in their lives. Since 
the pandemic, rates of depression 
and anxiety have increased dramat-
ically, with over 60% of people with 
pre-existing mental health concerns 
saying their mental health has dete-
riorated.

I encourage each of you to be more 
aware, not of just yourselves, but of 
your neighbours, your friends, your 
families, your kids, and your kids’ 
friends. Be aware of resources avail-
able, be aware of potential warning 
signs and try to create a safe space 
where people you care about can 
talk about their struggles. 

For more information about suicide, 
including how to get support for 
yourself, getting help for others, and 
signs to look out for, check out the 
resources below.

- Free Youth counselling at 160 King 
St Thorndale 519-433-0183 intake@
familyservicethamesvalley.com

- FREE Youth Counselling 519-433-
0183 intake@familyservicethames-
valley.com 

Michelle Henderson 226-639-5486  
www.mhcounsellingandtherapy.ja-
neapp.com  

Gabriela Rojo 519-401-9986 www.
wyecounselling.ca 

- Talk Suicide Canada 1-833-456-
4566 www.talksuicide.ca 

- Kids Help Phone 1-800-668-6868 
www.kidshelpphone.ca 

- https://211ontario.ca  

- Hope for Wellness 1-855-242-3310 
https://www.hopeforwellness.ca/    

- Farmer Wellness Initiative 1-866-
267-6255 www.farmerwellnessini-
tiative.ca  

- The Support Line 519-601-8055 or 
844-360-8055 www.cmhamiddlesex.
ca/programs-services/support-line 

Mental Health is everyone’s concern
COMMUNITY —
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MENU
WINTER
NEW EATS | NEW  DRINKS

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Li-
brary

Celebrate Family Literacy Week with 
the St. Marys Public Library from 
January 23rd – 27th. Come check out 
the week-long activities running in 
the Library building: add some colour 
to two gigantic colouring pages and 
play some crokinole with your family. 
On January 26th, join us on Zoom at 
7pm for a Q&A with award-winning 
Anishinaabe Algonquin author S.P. 
Joseph Lyons. To register for this free 
event, please contact Trish at tmac-
gregor@splibrary.ca or by calling 519-
271-0220 extension 140.

This Week’s Recommendation 

In each of four parallel worlds, there 
exists a London: Red, Grey, White, and 
Black. Kell, a smuggler from Red Lon-
don, is one of the very few with the 
rare ability to travel between these 
vastly different worlds. In a deal-
gone-wrong, Kell finds himself in 
Grey London and face-to-face with 

talented pickpocket Delilah Bard. 
One thing leads to another, and these 
strangers are on the run from death 
as they face treachery and danger-
ous magic. Join Kell and Delilah on 
their adventure by reading Victoria 
Schwab’s “A Darker Shade of Magic”, 
available as an eBook and eAudio-
book through Libby and in hard copy 
form from Stratford.

Up This Week

Friday, Jan. 20th: Open 10:30am-
5:00pm

Saturday, Jan. 21st: Open 10:00am-
4:00pm

Monday, Jan. 23rd: Open 10:30am-
8:00pm

Tuesday, Jan. 24th: Open 10:30am-
8:00pm

Wednesday, Jan. 25th: Open 10:30am-
8:00pm

Thursday, Jan. 26th: Visit with S.P. Jo-
seph Lyons (7:00pm on Zoom)

Straight from the Shelves

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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AMDSB is pleased to welcome back 
April Smith as she assumes the posi-
tion of Superintendent of Education 
to fill the role left by Kate Creery 
who is set to retire. 

April began her official appoint-
ment on January 9, 2023 and has 
been appointed the Program and 
Equity Lead, and she will also over-

see the schools that Kate supported. 
April has spent the majority of her 
career in AMDSB. She has held the 
positions of System Principal - Pro-
gram, Secondary Principal, Second-
ary Vice-Principal, and Secondary 
Teacher. 

April held the position of System 
Principal - Program from 2016 to 

2020 prior to her promotion of Su-
perintendent in Grand Erie DSB. Her 
portfolio in Grand Erie included: As-
sessment and Evaluation, Mathemat-
ics and Literacy Strategy, Early Years 
& Before and After Care, French 
Immersion, Outdoor Education, In-
ternational Education, Experiential 
Learning (Co-op), Student Success 
(7-12) (SHSM/OYAP), and Summer 

Learning. 

Dr. Lisa Walsh, Director of Educa-
tion said, “We are excited that April 
is returning to our board. She brings 
with her a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. She is a courageous, vi-
sionary leader who is known for her 
hard work and dedication.” Welcome 
back April!

Avon Maitland DSB Welcomes New Superintendent 

pal staff."

Past Coffee with Council events have 
been held at Town Hall during the 
workday. Moving the event to a Satur-
day morning at Snapping Turtle is an 

opportunity to promote a local busi-
ness, while making the event more 
accessible and less formal.

“We hope that this event will at-
tract residents of all ages and back-
grounds,” said Strathdee. “We thank 

Snapping Turtle for sharing their 
space and look forward to great con-
versations over a great cup of coffee.”

A copy of the draft 2023 municipal 
budget is available online at  www.
townofstmarys.com/budget and 

in print (for viewing only) at the Mu-
nicipal Operations Centre (408 James 
Street South).  Questions about the 
budget can be directed to André Mo-
rin, Director of Corporate Services/
Treasurer at 519-284-2340, ext. 217 
or amorin@town.stmarys.on.ca.

Continued from page 1

Town hosting Coffee with Council on February 4

Vanessa Monteith and Arron Conley of Keystone Hospitality were serving up soup 
at The Little Green Grocer table during the Alzheimer Society's Soup's On fundrais-
er on Saturday at the Rotary Complex in Stratford. The event was very well attended, 
making it a good fundraiser for the local Alzheimer Society. (Stewart Grant photo)

Soups On raising money for the Alzheimer Society 
of Huron-Perth

MC Eddie Mathews introduced the staff at the Alzheimer’s Society and thanked 
them for all their organizing for this year's return to Soups On inside the hall, for 
the first time in three years.  (Gary West photo)

By Gary West

A “huge success” is how organizers 
described the weekends Soups On ac-
tivities at the Rotary Complex to raise 
money and awareness for the benefit 
of the Alzheimer Society in Perth and 
Huron counties and beyond.

For the 28th annual Soups On event, 
there were over 3,000 area soup lov-
ers who attended to taste a variety of 
soups from 24 soup vendors, scored 
by nine soup judges, with the work of 

150 volunteers. 

There was also an in person silent 
auction, a kid's corner, live music 
from the Stratford Police pipes and 
drums, the Bannerman brothers, and 
Stratford District Secondary School 
jazz band.

The presenting sponsor for this 
year’s event was Hyde Construction 
Limited of Stratford. 

Soup winners included creamy am-
ateur from the Stratford and District 

Agricultural Society. Hardy amateur 
won for the Avon Cooperative Nurs-
ery School. The vegetarian amateur 
soup was won by the Alzheimer Soci-
ety of Huron-Perth. The creamy pro-
fessional winners were the cooks at 
Boston Pizza, and the hearty profes-
sional category from Heritage Hops 
Brew Company. 

For the vegetarian professional the 
winner was Mercer Kitchen Beer 
Hall, and the best decorated booth- 
the award went to the Avon Coop-

erative Nursery School, while the 
People’s Choice Award, went to Soup 
Surreal, who have been the winners 
for the past number of years in this 
category. 

The organizers and staff would like 
to thank everyone for attending and 
making the 28th annual Soups On a 
huge success, where the money goes 
to support programs spearhead-
ed by the Alzheimer Society of Hu-
ron-Perth.
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FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

10% off Applesauce and Apple Butter

January Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

Closed:  Monday – Thursday

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Courtland, Gala, Honey Crisp 
and Ida Reds as well as Bartlett Pears

Local Apples

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Duck, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

It’s a question that many are asking 
themselves these days. And St. Marys 
Community Players thinks they’ve 
got some answers!

The upheaval of the pandemic has 
meant a lot of changes – especially 
spending more time alone. For many 
it has driven important life and pri-
ority re-assessments. With the real-
ization that the pandemic is easing, 
many are feeling that now is the time 
to ‘take a chance’ on something new. 
But what? And how?

Enter the fine folks with our local the-
atre group, the St. Marys Community 
Players (SMCP) and their upcoming 
spring production “The 39 Steps”, a 
quirky spy story set in 1935 Britain. 
With its tongue-in-cheek spirit, we 
follow Richard Hannay (mistaken as 
an assassin) who must flee via planes, 
trains, and automobiles (yes! there’s 
an airplane chase on stage) dodging 
the bad guys and the good guys, to 
clear his name and save his country.

Director Liane Gregory-Sterritt says 
this is the perfect production for folks 
who want to try their hand at some-
thing new. “This play has so much to 
offer. It’s a very unique set-up with 
over 30 locations and over 40 char-
acters (played by 4-6 performers). 

There are a ton of opportunities on 
and offstage to participate! Some op-
portunities mean a big commitment, 
but there are other opportunities 
which would be just a taste.”

And previous theatre experience is 
not a requirement. “Good heavens, 
no!” says Stage Manager Gretchen 
Rozek. “SMCP loves working with 
folks who are new to all this. We have 
a ton of talent in this town. Theatre 
is a magical place, and we love shar-

ing that magic with everyone regard-
less of previous experience. We are 
a very supportive, inclusive team, so 
newbies feel part of the SMCP family 
right from the start.”

For SMCP’s last show, “The Ghost Is-
land Light” newbies played a signifi-
cant part – with half the cast, plus the 
Lighting Designer and Stage Man-
ager participating in their very first 
SMCP shows.

Even Producer Stephen Brockwell is 

getting into the ‘newbie’ spirit. While 
Stephen has been involved for many 
years on the Set Building crew, this 
production will mark his first as Pro-
ducer. “Why not”, says Brockwell, “I’ve 
really enjoyed my involvement so far 
with the Set Crew, so now I’m going 
to try my hand at something new. And 
I’ve got a great team supporting me 
as I figure out what the heck produc-
ing is all about.”

So, if you are looking to try some-
thing new in 2023 consider stepping 
into the world of “The 39 Steps”. 
Auditions are on Friday, Jan. 27th at 
6:30-8:00 pm, Saturday, Jan. 28th at 
12:30-2:00 pm and Sunday, Jan. 29th 
at 2:30-4:00 pm at the United Church 
(rear entrance). For those seeking 
non-stage work, there are opportu-
nities in: social media, set crew, prop 
builds, costuming, ushering – and the 
list goes on! On the afternoon of Sat-
urday, Jan. 28th, 2:00-3:00 pm, there 
will be a reading of the play and an 
information session to find out more 
about the opportunities available.

Reach out. Take a chance. Make the 
new year really new! 

For more information please visit 
www.stmaryscommunityplayers.ca

What will you do in 2023?

Happy cast and crew from SMCP's latest production of The Ghost Island Light.
(Photo by Bruce Zinger)
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St. Marys Insurance Group made a generous donation of $25,000 to the St. Marys 
Healthcare Foundation.  Pictured L to R are Bernice De Decker, the foundation 
communications and fundraising coordinator, Scott Graham, Greg Bettger, Erica 
Brine and Cindy Bilyea, foundation chair.  (Nancy Bickell photo)

Members of the Downie Optimists were pleased to present the St. Marys Health-
care Foundation with a cheque for $25,000 for their ongoing work at the St. Marys 
Memorial Hospital.  Holding the cheque are Scott Dunbar and Jeff Folston (Down-
ie Optimist president) who presented it to Ken McCutcheon (director, St. Marys 
Healthcare Foundation).  (Contributed photo)

More donations for the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation
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Hard-working U15 B Boys dominate International 
Silver Stick
By Spencer Seymour

Head Coach Gord Cookson called the 
experience of the International Silver 
Stick tournament "incredible", which 
culminated on January 8th with the 
St. Marys Rock U15 B Boys bringing 
home the championship banner.

"All of us were really excited to be 
there but we had to try not to get the 
nerves up too high," Cookson told the 
Independent. "It's a feeling that you 
can't buy or replicate. The boys were 
cool, calm, and collected all the way 
through until the final buzzer and it 
paid off. It was rewarding for them 
and for the coaches to see our hard 
work pay off like that. We ask a lot 
out of them and they're delivering, 
and I think they're finding potential 
in themselves they didn't know they 
had."

St. Marys advanced to the Interna-
tional Silver Stick in Forest by win-
ning their Regional tournament in 
Kincardine during the last week of 
December. The team was absolutely 
dominant at both tournaments, going 
undefeated through 10 games and 
averaging nine goals for every goal 
against.

"To sweep Regionals without allow-
ing a goal, I think that was a moment 
when everyone really started gaining 
the confidence that we were the real 
deal and a truly special group," said 
Cookson. "Looking at Regionals and 
Internationals combined, we went 
10-0, we got eight shutouts, 36 goals 

for and only four against. Those re-
sults were really incredible."

"We have a good group of kids with 
a lot of potential," Cookson said. 
"We're always pushing them to try to 
get the most out of them and be the 
best they can be. I think our success 
at Regionals and more recently the 
International Silver Stick shows the 
potential that we've been seeing in 
this group all season."

At Internationals, the U15 B Boys 
started the round-robin with back-
to-back shutouts, starting with a 6-0 
win over Ingersoll followed by a 4-0 
final against Lindsay. Game three 
was the tightest the team came on the 
scoreboard as they managed to earn 
a narrow 3-2 victory over Strathroy, 
before picking up another shutout, 
defeating South Muskoka 2-0 in their 
fourth game.

The tournament concluded with an-
other great performance by the Rock, 
who doubled up the Nepean Raiders 
4-2 in the final. Cookson explained 
to the Independent that this team's 
ability to play as a group and every-
one's personal development led to 
them having such strong tournament 
success.

"Everyone really does a good job 
of working as one and playing as a 
team," said Cookson. "Our players 
know their role and that if they do 
it to the best of their ability, we will 
have success, and that's what hap-
pened. They never want to let each 
other down so they're always playing 
for each other."

"Each player has improved in their 
own way this season," Cookson con-
tinued. "I don't think it's been any 
one individual. We've asked every-
one to step out of their comfort zone 
a little bit and sometimes ask them to 
try different things and expand their 
game and everyone finds a way to 
make it work."

With the International banner ac-
quired, the team's eyes are now set 
on the All-Ontario tournament.

"I can't overstate how proud I am of 
these kids and how proud I know the 
other coaches are of them. They've 
represented St. Marys very well on 
and off the ice and they earned it by 
going out there and working as hard 
as they did."

In 10 games at the Regional and International Silver Stick tournaments, the U15 
B Boys St. Marys Rock went undefeated, outscoring opponents 36-4 and picking 
up eight shutouts, three of which came in the International tournament in Forest 
earlier this month. (Photo credit: Mike Chenette/McGinny Photography)

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-5:30PM

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

We are back operating at 402 Queen Street W! 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Visit us at Stratford Kia

Sales Service Parts

We are ready to serve you at Stratford Kia!

2023 Kia Seltos2023 Kia Sportage 2023 Kia Telluride

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA
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Five SKC students earn their black belt
By Spencer Seymour

The end of 2022 saw big accomplish-
ments for five students at the Stone-
town Karate Centre who earned black 
belts to end the year.

Nathan Campbell, a member of SKC 
with a passion for Sparring, is now 
a junior black belt. He is a Nation-
al Team and Elite Club member at 
Stonetown Karate and had the op-
portunity to attend the 2019 WKC 
Provincial Team Canada Tryouts for 
team Canada in Sparring. Campbell 
started in the Little Ninjas program 
at just four years old and continues 
showing his talents with the Centre's 
Demo Team.

Finley Houston is a junior black belt 
after starting in the junior program 
at age 11. A National Team and Elite 
Club program member, he attended 
the 2019 WKC Provincial Team Can-
ada Tryouts where he placed 4th and 
5th in his divisions. Finley is on the 
SKC's Demo Team and has received a 
"Student of the Month" award at the 
St. Marys Centre.

Fox Houston, a former SKC "Stu-
dent of the Month" and "Student of 
the Year" recipient, earned his junior 

black belt. He is a member of the Elite 
Club program with his current pas-
sions being Katas and Bo-Staff. He is 
also a member of the SKC's National 
Team and also showcases his skills as 
part of the Demo Team.

Isabelle Lariviere, who started in 
the junior karate program at age 12, 
earned her adult probationary black 
belt. Lariviere is a Demo and National 
Team member and is a member of the 
Elite Club program with her current 
passions being Sparring, Bo-Staff 

and Katas. Lariviere hopes to attend 
future WKC tryouts for Team Canada.

Julien Skirten started in the SKC's 
junior program at seven years old 
and now holds his junior black belt. 
Skirten has won many awards com-
peting in karate tournaments for 
Sparring and Katas. He also has used 
his skills to become a great contrib-
utor to the Centre's classes, helping 
and teaching other students.

Sensei Jeremy Lorentz said all of the 
students have put in a lot of work to 
reach these achievements.

"It was an amazing way to end 2022 
with these dedicated students com-
pleting their Black Belt testing at the 
dojo. Their years of training made this 
testing possible and proved to them-
selves that perseverance makes any 
accomplishment possible. It has been 
an amazing journey teaching these 
students and watching them grow 
into the people they have become."

"Our Stonetown Karate family could 
not be more proud of each one of 
these students. They are all amazing 
individuals with great attitudes and 
we can't wait to see them prosper in 
our karate programs as black belts."

Five students of the Stonetown Karate Centre earned their black belt the end of 
last year. Pictured from left to right, is Finley Houston, Nathan Campbell, Isabelle 
Lariviere, Fox Houston, and Julien Skirten. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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Lincolns bounce back with two strong wins
By Spencer Seymour

The final score doesn't always reflect 
a team's satisfaction and that was evi-
dent in the most recent results for the 
St. Marys Lincolns, with Head Coach 
Jeff Bradley seeing room for improve-
ment in Thursday's 6-1 win in Sarnia 
before calling Friday's 2-1 overtime 
victory over Strathroy "the best game 
of the season."

Heading into their heavyweight clash 
with London this Wednesday, the Lin-
colns sat in third place in the Western 
Conference with 51 points.

Lincs down Legionnaires 6-1

Austin Keleher opened the scoring 
three minutes and 58 seconds into 
Thursday's game, assisted by Ethan 
Lamoureux and Owen Voortman. 
Alongside Matt Prendergast, Keleher 
and Voortman make up a line that the 
bench boss continues to be a big fan 
of.

"I think it's a perfect line for us," 
Bradley told the Independent. "We 
have a really good top six and when 
you have a line below them that can 
provide offence when the top six 
maybe isn't clicking, it's an ace in the 
hole. Keleher provides grit, speed, and 
skill. Voortman is one of the smart-
est, most cerebral hockey players I've 
ever coached. And Prendergast has 
speed and is extremely reliable de-
fensively."

Nathan Small extended the Lincs' 
lead to 2-0 with his fourth of the year 
on the powerplay. Adam Barkley and 

Michael Elliston earned the helpers.

In the second, it took just 70 sec-
onds for Jacob Chantler to make it 
3-0, banging home a loose puck in 
front. Lamoureux and Chase Mac-
Queen-Spence picked up the assists. 
About 11 minutes later, two nine-
game goal droughts ended just 26 
seconds apart from each other, first 
with Sean Doherty getting the Le-
gionnaires on the board followed 
quickly by Jaden Lee restoring the 
three-goal advantage for St. Marys on 
a hard drive to the net.

Josh Tidgwell, acquired at the GOJHL 
Trade Deadline from the Komoka 
Kings for defenceman Owen Brown, 
posted his first point as a Lincoln with 
an assist on Lee's goal. General Man-
ager Greg Smale said that Tidgwell 
brings some valuable qualities for a 
contending team.

"We like Josh's junior experience, his 
size, defensive ability, and physicali-
ty," said Smale. "Whenever you can 
improve your team, you try to do it, 
even though it's tough to lose a quali-
ty player like Owen Brown."

The coach echoed the GM's thoughts, 
adding that he's excited by Tidgwell's 
improvement, who played 24 Manito-
ba Junior Hockey League games this 
season with the OCN Blizzard, since 
he last played in the GOJHL.

"I remembered him from when he 
played for Komoka last year," Bradley 
elaborated, "but I didn't realize how 
much he had improved this season 

playing in Manitoba. He fits right in 
with what we're trying to do."

MacQueen-Spence picked up his 
third assist of the game at 15:50 feed-
ing Keleher on his second of the game.

Keleher's outstanding night scarily 
ended early in the third when he was 
caught with a dirty hit by Nathan Lav-
ender for which Lavender received a 
four-game suspension. Keleher laid 
on the ice for an extended period of 
time before precautionarily being tak-
en to the hospital. Bradley expressed 
gratitude for those who attended to 
the 18-year-old.

"We were fortunate that Krista 
Schnittker was there, that Tyler Scott 
knows what he's doing, and that Sar-
nia was able to find somebody more 
than competent and able to treat Aus-
tin on the ice."

Keleher's injuries did include pain in 
his jaw but thankfully, nothing was 
broken.

Lincs' 2-1 OT win "best game of sea-
son" says coach Bradley

All of the details that they wanted to 
clean up were executed to a tee on 
Friday, with Bradley calling his team 
"perfect" for virtually the whole game.

"Last night was the best game I've 
witnessed since I started coaching 
here. Every detail we went through 
in our video session was executed 
perfectly for 60 minutes. The entire 
coaching staff felt so excited and so 
proud to be the coaches of this team."

Despite a fast pace all night, the first 
40 minutes went without a goal. One 
minute and 20 seconds into the third, 
Chantler broke the ice with his 15th 
of the season, which extended his 
point streak to six games and his goal 
streak to four. The Lincs held the lead 
until late in the third when, with the 
goalie pulled for the extra attacker, 
Cole Smith buried the equalizer to 
force overtime.

In the extra frame, Luca Spagnolo's 
perfect pass found Michael Elliston 
who slid it past Rockets' netmind-
er Liam Reid. Matteo Lalama put on 
another great show, stopping 34 of 
35 Strathroy shots. Lalama made 22 
saves in Sarnia.

Bradley was happy with the entire 
team's performance but mentioned 
that he was especially happy with was 
MacQueen-Spence.

"When Chase came here, he was pri-
marily an offensive threat. He has 
become an extremely reliable, team-
first player. He's extremely driven, 
curious, and receptive to constructive 
criticism. Chase badly wants to win 
but he also wants to get to the next 
level. Chase works his tail off because 
he wants to be the best player he can 
be at the best level he can reach."

This Sunday's game against the St. 
Thomas Stars will feature a pregame 
ceremony put on by the St. Marys 
Lincolns Alumni Association honour-
ing five-year Lincolns' rearguard Ty-
ler Bryson.

Junior girls finalists in 10-team tournament, earn 
two-set victory at home
By Spencer Seymour

The first set featured a dominant perfor-
mance by the DCVI junior girls volleyball 
team last Tuesday against the Goderich Vi-
kings.

"I was really happy with the first set," Jes-
sica Chateauvert, the team's Head Coach, 
told the Independent. "They played well 
and they're learning all of their positions."

After such a good all-around first set for 
DCVI that they won 25-11, the second set 
left a little to be desired as the team had 
some issues with their serves. However, 
they were able to hang on and squeak out 
the 26-24 advantage to secure their victory.

Chateauvert, alluding to the team's process 
for improvement, said that the group's main 
goal was to improve their attacks which she 
felt the team accomplished.

The Junior girls were back in action on Fri-
day when they travelled to Goderich for a 
10-team tournament. The Salukis finished 

first in the five-team pool with straight-set 
wins over Owen Sound and South Huron 
and splits against Goderich and Beal.

"On the left side, Olive Aarts had some 
strong attacks and Havest Elliott had nu-
merous well-placed balls," Chateauvert re-
ported. "Setters Marin Chateauvert, Eden 
Sinnett, and Gracy Schlotzhauer controlled 
the play well and ran a balanced attack. All 
players showed improvements throughout 
the day."

In the semi-finals, DCVI took on the other 
half of the split Goderich squad and had a 
strong start, taking the first set 25-21. God-
erich clawed back into the game in the sec-
ond, beating St. Marys 25-17 to force a third 
and deciding set. After that, the Salukis re-
focused and took the final set 15-11, secur-
ing a spot in the tournament finals.

Unfortunately, momentum wasn't on the 
Salukis' side in the finals when they faced 
off against Owen Sound, who took the game 
with 25-13 and 25-19 set scores.

Katie Namink (#13) hits the ball over the net with Marin Chateauvert 
(#8) backing her up in the DCVI Junior girls volleyball game last Tues-
day against Goderich. A few days later, the Junior Salukis went to God-
erich for a 10-team tournament, in which St. Marys advanced to the fi-
nals. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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SPORTS —

???
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Determination propels U11 B Girls to International 
Silver Stick final
By Spencer Seymour

Everyone on the U11 B Girls St. 
Marys Rock came to play at the In-
ternational Silver Stick tournament 
in Sarnia earlier this month and it 
paid off with the girls bringing a 
banner back home.

The Rock finished in first place in 
their group with three victories and 
one tie and outscored opponents 
15-8 in round-robin play. Head 
Coach Jamie Matheson told the In-
dependent that "it was a real team 
effort" to win the group and advance 
to the finals.

"All of our girls stood out and had 
a really strong tournament from the 
goaltender, to our defence, to our 
forwards," said Matheson. "The first 
game of the tournament was the 
Friday morning at eight o'clock and 
they played one of their best games 
of the year."

Unsurprisingly, the International 
Silver Stick was never easy on the 
St. Marys squad but Matheson said 
the girls were able to find success 
because of their determination and 
work ethic.

"Going in, the girls' work ethic had 
been getting stronger and stronger 
as the season went along," Mathe-
son said. "We've been working on 
our defensive game and that work 
ethic that they've developed has al-

lowed them to keep getting better 
and ultimately win Internationals."

"It was a good tournament and a 
very competitive division from top 

to bottom. The girls had to work re-
ally hard to get to where they want-
ed to be and that's exactly what they 
did."

In the final, the Rock had a rematch 
against the Kincardine Kinucks, 
a team they doubled up 4-2 in the 
round-robin. In the final game, St. 
Marys turned in a great effort but 
couldn't quite come up with the vic-
tory, being edged out by Kincardine 
4-3. Matheson expressed a great 
deal of pride in the team despite the 
result of the last game.

"It was a really hard battle in the fi-
nals. They had one girl who put in a 
really strong game and was able to 
shut us down but we were still very 
proud of the effort our girls put in 
and the way they worked all week-
end. A couple of bounces can deter-
mine a game and the other side got 
them in the final."

"It was the girls' first away tourna-
ment due to COVID, and we were 
missing three skaters. It showed 
their perseverance and their deter-
mination and I think helped them 
gel as a group even more.

When asked what about this group 
impressed him most, Matheson dis-
cussed the character and bond of 
the players.

"I'm impressed by the way they pick 
each other up. Everyone is working 
hard and if someone isn't doing that, 
their teammates are going to help 
them work harder. They've stuck to-
gether and really gelled as a team."

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

Pop Up Indoor Markets
Saturday January 21 & February 18

8 a.m. until 12 noon at the PRC.

The U11 B Girls brought home a finalist banner from the International Silver 
Stick in Sarnia earlier this month. Pictured on the ice is goaltender Evelyn McAl-
lister and in the front row, from left to right, are Delaney Bond, Ainsley King, and 
Brinley St. Clair. In the second row, from left, are Violet Holliday, Paige Johnson, 
Charlotte Matheson, Naomi Maxwell, Hailey Pickel, Lilly Forbes, Ellen Robson, 
and Eleanor Froud. In the third row, from left, are trainer Mellisa Bond, coaches 
Jamie Matheson, Jack Pickel, John McAllister, and trainer Jodi Froud. Absent were 
Brooklyn Haanstra and Eveline Haanstra. (Photo credit: Eileen Matheson)
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SPORTS —
Late offensive surge 
lifts U14 Snipers to 8-5 
victory

By Spencer Seymour

Three goals in the last five minutes 
gave the U14 St. Marys Snipers the 
8-5 victory on Sunday afternoon in 
their visit to London.

"We kicked it into high gear in the last 
five minutes," Head Coach Rebecca 
Taylor told the Independent. "They 
were skating really hard today and 
moving the ring around very well. We 
were working on some of our plays 
during Thursday's practice and they 
executed them in the game, which 
was a very good sign for us."

"In the last five minutes, the girls de-
cided they weren't okay with a tie and 

that they were going to take the win."

Isabella Fluttert turned in a strong 
effort in goal for St. Marys while Syd-
nee Wilker led the charge offensive-
ly, scoring the Snipers' first four goal 
of the game including a natural hat-
trick in the first period. Aryn Sheldon 
scored the fifth goal of the contest, 
one of two points she would post in 
the game.

The late flurry of offence included 
goals from Emerson Borg, Peyton 
Van Straaten, and Brooke Hahn. In 
addition to their goals, Borg and Van 
Straaten also earned assists in the 
game, as did Alexis Shellenberger 
and Sydney McLeod.

Isabella Fluttert had a strong game in goal for the U14 St. Marys Snipers in their 8-5 
win over London. Sydnee Wilker put up the Snipers' first four goals while Emerson 
Borg, Peyton Van Straaten, and Brooke Hahn each scored in the final five minutes to 
secure the victory. (Photo credit: Rebecca Taylor)

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390

����������������
�����������

���������������������������������
�
�	����
�	�������	������

�������	�����

For Hall Rentals 
call 519-271-5343

Sun. Jan. 08 - Garrett Megens, St. Marys   $50.00

Mon. Jan. 09 - Ryan & Macie Sparling, St. Marys  $50.00

Tues. Jan. 10 - Candice Bauer, Goderich   $50.00

Wed. Jan. 11 - Roger Scheuermann, Thorndale  $50.00

Thur. Jan. 12 - Linda Coddington, St. Marys  $50.00

Fri. Jan. 13 - Tony Sicilia, St. Marys   $50.00

Sat. Jan. 14 - Rick Cooper, Stratford   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690
 www.fraserpaving.ca

FAREWELL RECEPTION 
FOR REV. JENNY SHARP

January 21, 2023, 1 PM to 3 PM

Please join us for a cup of tea as we say farewell 
to our Reverend Jenny Sharp, of St. James 

Anglican Church, as she embarks on retirement. 

We know many of you have shared special 
moments with her in the past five years in         

St. Marys

Riverwalk Commons 
84 Water Street South

Salukis Senior girls 
win straight sets over 
Goderich

Saelyn Firby sets the ball for her teammates during last Tuesday's DCVI Senior girls 
volleyball match against the Goderich Vikings. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

By Spencer Seymour

The DCVI Senior girls volleyball 
team won their third game in a row 
against a very game Goderich squad 
last Tuesday.

The elder Salukis' volleyball team 
beat the visiting Vikings in straight 
sets, 25-15 and 25-19. It was the 
team's first game back in action since 
the return from the holiday break.

Head Coach Steve Chateauvert told 
the Independent that he was pleased 
with how the team kept getting better 
as the game went on.

"They played pretty well," Chateau-
vert said. "In our first couple of sets, 
we struggled a bit with our serves 

but that got much better as the game 
went. We took advantage of some free 
balls and got some key hits out there."

"Our serving did get better as the 
game went along and I'd like to see 
that continue getting more consistent. 
We also want to make sure our attack 
is always quick and crisp. When we 
get a good pass, we get a good set, and 
we get a good hit."

Going into their match this past Tues-
day against St. Anne's, the Salukis 
sat in fifth place in the Huron Perth 
standings, just two points behind 
Mitchell and Listowel, who have each 
played one and two games more than 
St. Marys respectively.
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE 
2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler High Altitude Unlimited

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,958 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$45,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Kia Soul LX IVT

$29,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
14,514 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$79,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$65,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
23,836 km

4-Wheel Drive
80th Anniversary

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$66,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$50,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,167 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$53,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

SPORTS —
U12 Snipers earn first win of new year
By Spencer Seymour

The U12 St. Marys Snipers brought 
plenty of energy with them to London 
on Saturday and it paid off, with the 
Snipers picking up a 3-1 victory.

The tone of the game was set early on 
with Meredith Stokes quickly getting 
the Snipers on the board off an assist 
from Brenna Bearss. London found the 
equalizer before the end of the first to tie 
the game at one apiece. Maelle Hachler 
was "very strong" in net for St. Marys, 
slamming the door shut after London's 
one and only goal of the contest.

Quick-strike offence was the order of 
the day for the Snipers, whose starting 
lineup restored St. Marys' one-goal lead 
with Mary McCutcheon finishing a fast, 
early rush with a goal through traffic in 
front of the net. Lily Garniss picked up 
the helper.

Evan Habermehl, also a member of the 
team's bench, said that St. Marys' excel-
lent defensive play, in the second espe-
cially, along with their great goaltend-
ing, helped the Snipers lock down the 
game.

"There was a lot of strong backchecking 
and battling in all zones," Habermehl 
told the Independent. "Maelle was great 
in net for us and the whole team was 
checking strong and winning the battles 
for the ring along the boards."

Head Coach Kari Stokes added that she 
was really pleased with the energy and 
compete level of the group.

An insurance goal came later in the 
second while the Snipers were short-
handed with Georgia Hunter winning a 
battle in the offensive zone and getting 
the ring to Lily Johnson who found an 
opening and buried the third goal of the 
game for St. Marys.

The U12 St. Marys Snipers beat London 3-1 on Saturday to pick up their first 
win of the new year and since their division was reseeded for the campaign's 
second half. Head Coach Kari Stokes praised the group for their energy and 
competitiveness in the game. (Photo credit: Kim Garniss)
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SPORTS —
Senior Salukis return to court with wins over 
St. Anne's, South Huron
By Spencer Seymour

The work ethic and offensive 
play of the Senior boys basketball 
team was very good last Wednes-
day when they won their first two 
games of the new year.

Moore called their first game, a 
nail-biting 46-44 victory over a 
strong St. Anne's Eagles squad, the 
team's best game offensively of the 
season with "steady and controlled 
ball movement" that "created excel-
lent scoring opportunities" which 
were capitalized on consistently.

The team did struggle slightly in 
the fourth quarter on the defensive 
side of the ball, mainly due to turn-
overs. Coach Tim O'Connor said 
that was the one area he wanted to 
see improvement in as he was very 
happy with the team's performance 
otherwise.

"This really is a great bunch of 
guys, they always work hard and 
they're always trying to get better," 
O'Connor told the Independent af-
ter their game against St. Anne's. 
"We did have some turnover trou-
ble. We still defended hard and our 
effort defensively was really good. 
We just need to be a bit more pa-

tient when we have the ball to min-
imize those turnovers."

Peyton Lobb led the Salukis in 
points with 12, while Mason Boon-
stra scored 11 points in the first 
game for the Seniors boys. Coach 
Ian Moore added that although the 
team did somewhat stumble in the 
fourth quarter, they also showed 
good resolve and perseverance in 
battling back and recovering from.

In the second game of the day, with 
their legs fully underneath them 
and any remaining holiday rust 
shaken off, the Salukis put on a 
fantastic showing against a feisty 
South Huron Panthers team. DCVI 
claimed the victory by a final score 
of 55-24. Sebastian Linares led 
on the scoresheet, putting up 23 
points. Moore made sure to note 
that everybody turned in very good 
efforts in the win.

The Senior boys are in a hotly-con-
tested race to reach the top of their 
standings, with two teams tied for 
first place with eight points and 
four teams, including St. Marys, all 
sitting on six points and tied for 
third spot as of the end of last week.

Rourke McEwan drives towards the bucket during last Wednesday's 46-44 win by 
DCVI's Senior boys basketball team. Later that day, the Seniors also picked up a 55-24 
victory over South Huron. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

Junior boys strong 
defensively against St. Anne's

Pictured is the St. Marys DCVI Junior boys basketball team as Head Coach Brian 
Chalupka goes over strategy in a timeout during last Wednesday's game against 
the St. Anne's Eagles. The Eagles won the contest 42-25. Chalupka spoke glow-
ingly of his group's "team defence", especially in the second half of the game. He 
identified the team's offensive output as an area for improvement in the game, an 
issue partly due to the team having not played for three weeks due to the holiday 
break. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Beattie vs Dickson, Part One

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

Margaret Beattie and Robert Dickson 
lived as close neighbours for half a 
century. Their two families were close-
ly connected in a number of ways, in-
cluding, at first, bonds of friendship. 
But although it started out very pos-
itively, the Beattie-Dickson relation-
ship came to a bitter conclusion. 

Margaret’s husband, Alexander Be-
attie (1832-1888,) was the owner of 
a general store, established ca 1860 
in a limestone commercial block on 
the northwest corner of Queen and 
Church Streets. The store flourished, 
selling everything from groceries to 
clothing to household furnishings. 
From the very beginning, Robert 
Dickson was part of the operations of 
the business. Robert was born in Ren-
frew County to William and Marion 
Forrest Dickson on June 10, 1849. His 
mother died when he was eight years 
old. His father remarried and about 
the same time, the family moved from 
Renfrew to Kirkton, on the boundary 
between Perth and Huron Counties. 
Robert was clever and his father ar-
ranged to have him study under the 
Reverend John Fotheringham, Kirk-
ton’s Presbyterian minister, thinking 
that he too would enter the ministry. 
Instead, at 12 years of age, Robert be-
gan his career in commerce, working 
in St. Marys for Alexander Beattie as 
a “cash boy.” He was eager to learn and 
his employer was impressed with his 
dedication to good service. By the time 
Robert was 21, he had become a ju-
nior partner, in charge of the grocery 
department.

The Dickson family moved to God-
erich where William, Robert’s father, 
had been appointed to a position at the 
Huron County Gaol. Robert’s young-
er brothers and sisters were raised 
in the Governor of the Gaol’s house, 
adjacent to the prison. Robert visit-
ed his family as often as possible. In 
St. Marys, through the 1860s, Alexan-
der and Margaret Beattie lived above 
their store on the second level of the 
limestone building. So did a number 
of their employees, including Robert 
Dickson. In the 1871 census, several 
young men, living on the premises, 
were described as clerks. Robert, age 
23, was listed as a merchant. Soon af-
ter this census was taken, the Beatties 
moved out of their quarters above the 
store. The space was needed for the 
store’s expanding departments and 
the Beatties and Robert Dickson were 
ready for separate homes of their 
own. On September 23, 1873, Robert 

married Jennie Nichol, the daugh-
ter of the St. Marys postmaster and 
longtime local resident, Peter Murray 
Nichol. They rented their first home, 
a stone cottage, still standing at 99 
Water Street North. It was owned by 
Fanny Adam, Margaret Beattie’s sister. 
The Beatties themselves lived nearby 
in another of Fanny’s properties – 106 
Wellington Street North. The connec-
tions between the families continued 
to be strong. In January 1885, Jennie 
Nichol’s brother, Peter, married Fanny 
and Margaret’s youngest sister, Eliza-
beth Moore. They chose to act as their 
witnesses Fanny’s son, John Adam, 
and Margaret’s oldest daughter, Kate 
Beattie. 

The business, A. Beattie & Co., con-
tinued to prosper and established 
branches in several nearby communi-
ties, including Stratford and Thedford. 
Robert and Jennie became the parents 
of two children: William Murray, born 
in 1876, and Marion Pauline, born in 
1883. Alexander and Margaret Beat-
tie had six children – four daughters 
and two sons. A change came when 
Alexander died on April 25, 1888, 
age 56. In his will, he named both his 
wife, Margaret, and Robert Dickson, 
his business partner, as executors. 
The third executor was James Sclat-
er, a friend and neighbour. Beattie 
charged his executors with continuing 
his business “as at present, if deemed 
advisable by the executrix and exec-
utors, under the sole management of 
Robert Dickson.” The name A. Beattie 
& Co. was retained in St. Marys and 
at the other branches. Every week, the 
business ran large display ads in the 
St. Marys newspapers, the Argus and 

the Journal, and customers continued 
to support this long-standing local 
business. 

Robert and Jenny Dickson took their 
place in St. Marys society while Rob-
ert’s reputation grew as a respect-
ed businessman and citizen. He in-
creased his retail business, adver-
tising aggressively and making im-
provements to the store. In 1897, he 
became a director of an important 
new business: the St. Marys Coopera-
tive Creamery Association, a company 
that produced high-quality butter for 
both local use and export. He bought 
property in town, including a large lot 
on the northwest corner of Church 
and Wellington Streets. There, in 1890, 
he built a two-and-a-half storey lime-
stone house with sandstone trim, un-
like any other residence in St. Marys. 
The architect was George Gouinlock 
from Toronto who, a year later, de-
signed the town hall, using the same 
limestone/sandstone combination. It 
was a magnificent house, quite over-
shadowing the pleasant stone cottage 
across Widder Street where Margaret 
Beattie lived with her family.

The business, A. Beattie & Co., by the 
terms of the will, was the source of 
revenue for a generous annuity for 
Margaret Beattie. Did she still “deem 
advisable” the directions that Robert 
Dickson was taking her husband’s 
business? Or was she concerned that 
his ambitions were over-reaching? 
There is no way of knowing. However, 
serious fractures appeared following a 
disastrous event on May 21, 1903. The 
St. Marys Journal reported on May 28: 
“Fire broke out in the dry goods and 

grocery store of A. Beattie & Co., cor-
ner Queen and Church Streets, last 
Thursday afternoon.” Local photogra-
pher Milton Reesor was at the scene 
of the fire. This week’s photograph 
shows the desperate efforts of the 
fire department and other volunteers 
to control the blaze. However, as the 
Journal reported, “The interior walls 
of the upper storey and the roof of the 
building were badly burned and the 
stock was damaged by fire, water and 
smoke to the extent of many thou-
sands of dollars. The firm carries a 
very large stock – about $70,000 worth 
of goods in the building at the time of 
the fire. Fortunately they had a large 
insurance … The loss on this stock 
was adjusted within 48 hours after the 
fire occurred.” 

A. Beattie & Co. had always rented its 
business premises from Samuel Dusty 
who had built the limestone commer-
cial block in the late 1850s. Robert 
Dickson saw the fire as an opportuni-
ty. He offered to buy the fire-damaged 
building from Dusty and that deal was 
completed in time to be announced 
in the Journal on June 4, 1903. Mean-
while, Dickson found a new location 
for the business to operate: the St. 
Marys Curling Rink, a barn-like build-
ing on Wellington Street, just north of 
the bridge over Trout Creek. There, 
throughout June, he conducted a suc-
cessful sale of fire-damaged goods 
that drew “immense crowds.”  Dickson 
began making plans to rebuild in the 
former location.

But on July 13, 1903, this notice ap-
peared in the Journal: “With much re-
gret, we announce to the public that it 
has been decided by the executors of 
the estate of A. Beattie, that it is expe-
dient and advisable to close the busi-
ness of A. Beattie & Co. and to dispose 
of the stocks and assets. We take this 
opportunity to thank our large circle 
of customers, many of whom have 
dealt with us for a lifetime, for their 
kind and much appreciated support 
during the past 50 years.” 

If the executors of the estate had 
agreed to publish this message, it 
seems that they interpreted it in dif-
ferent ways. Margaret Beattie appar-
ently believed that this was truly the 
end of A. Beattie & Co. while Robert 
Dickson saw it as a fresh start. He 
would build and open a modern de-
partment store completely of his own 
design. He planned to carry on his 
new business under the same old, 
trusted name: A. Beattie & Co.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Unforgettable Stonehenge. All photos by Paul Knowles A perennial border at Sissinghurst Castle Garden.

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: The recurring lure of southern England

One of the challenges of be-
ing a travel writer is that we 
get to visit some wonder-
ful destinations… and then, 
we are expected to move on 
to the next, leaving the past 
behind. The problem is that 
some of those destinations 
are more than just interest-
ing. They grab your heart, 
your spirit and your imagina-
tion and you want to go back.

Which might explain why, 
this May, I am leading a small 
group of people to one of my 
favourite places in the world: 
southern England, a desti-
nation I have visited many, 
many times. By the way, while 
this article may seem to be a 
bit self-serving, I was encour-
aged to write it by Stewart 
Grant, publisher of this news-
paper. He’s the boss… but I 
happily agreed, of course.

As I said, we will be going to 
places I already know very 
well indeed. Why would I 
want to do that, instead of ex-
ploring something new? Easy 
answer. These destinations 
are fascinating, entertaining, 
educational and in many cas-
es, flat out magical.

Who would not to make a re-

turn visit to Stonehenge, one 
of the most mysterious, mys-
tical and iconic sites in the 
world? And we will.

But while Stonehenge is cer-
tainly the most well-known 
site in southern England, 
there is so much more – some 
also on everyone’s bucket list 
and some far less well known.

The trip is described as “Can-
terbury to Cornwall” although 
as it turns out, that’s prob-
ably backwards. We’ll make 
our way west to Cornwall and 
then return to finish our time 
in England in East Sussex 
and Kent.

England is a country rich in 
history, culture and geog-
raphy. As I built the itiner-
ary for this group trip, there 
were places we simply had 
to visit – iconic sites that al-
most everyone knows, like 
the Roman baths in the city 
of Bath. It’s incredible to be 
able to stand exactly where 
a Roman citizen stood almost 
2000 years ago under ancient 
arches and beside the baths 
that were the centre of social 
life in ancient Bath. This city 
is actually a microcosm of the 
diversity of interest in south-
ern England. Here you can 
see existing buildings from 
the Roman era, from the late 
7th century when Bath Abbey 
was first founded, all the way 
up to amazing Georgian ar-
chitecture, built with mathe-
matical precision in the early 
1800s. I love Bath – perhaps 
that’s obvious.

I also love gardening and 
in England you will find the 
roots (pun intended) of Cana-
dian gardening. The itinerary 

I have planned spends time 
in several of the greatest gar-
dens in the U.K. including the 
Lost Gardens of Heligan (a 
re-discovery and restoration 
project that will interest ev-
eryone, green thumb or not) 
and the amazing Sissinghurst 
Gardens, among others.

There is a standard line 
about travelling in England 
or Europe in general – “too 
many castles and cathedrals”. 
Some would argue of course 
that this is a contradiction in 
terms – that you can’t have 
too many. But I understand 
and have tried to hit the high-
lights, with visits to the most 
iconic of churches (Canter-
bury Cathedral, rich in histo-
ry, and Salisbury, to my mind 
the most beautiful church in 
the world), and to castles that 
are really “castles-plus” – like 
Dover, with the underground 
tunnels that were walked by 
Winston Churchill during 
World War II but where there 
is also a Roman lighthouse 
and St. Michael’s Mount, a 
castle on an island off the 
coast of Cornwall.

Ah, Cornwall – my favourite 
part of my favourite country. 
I can’t wait to get back to the 
west country.

And I am delighted that 
during those days we will vis-
it some very unusual places 
– a Victorian mining village 
and a stone age communi-
ty where the dwelling places 
seem to have largely been 
underground.

Getting to and from Cornwall 
means travelling through 
Dartmoor, a stark, deeply 
powerful section of the coun-

try, setting for the Sherlock 
Holmes story “The Hound of 
the Baskervilles” but also the 
home of the free-range Dart-
moor ponies and thousands 
of sheep sharing the road 
with motor vehicles.

Speaking of free-range – this 
article reflects some free-
range thinking on my part. 
This is not the daily itinerary 
of the trip. I am leaping all 
over the countryside, reveling 
in all of the places we will get 
to visit in May, in no particu-
lar order.

It has been a lot of fun to de-
velop the itinerary, listing all 
the things I want us to see, 
figuring out how to make that 
work in a sensible plan, add-
ing some unexpected treats 
along the way like the Nation-
al Motor Museum in Beau-
lieu; Chartwell, Churchill’s 
summer home; Glastonbury 
Abbey (connected with King 
Arthur); and The Eden Proj-

ect.

And I was thrilled when orig-
inal plans for lodging in the 
last leg of the tour weren’t 
working out and I realized 
we could stay instead in the 
wonderful village of Rye, on 
the southern coast. I have a 
storybook-full of wonderful 
memories from time spent in 
Rye (including a few pints in 
the Ypres pub) and I am so 
happy to return to this cob-
blestone town where we will 
stay at an Inn that is more 
than 600 years old.

Over half of the seats on this 
amazing trip are spoken for 
but there is still room for a 
few new friends. To follow 
up… there’s an email address 
just below.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

By Paul Knowles

The classically beautiful Salisbury Cathedral, a popular subject 
for artists though the centuries.
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HOSTING UKRAINE:  One-on-one
By VJ Knutson

While community gatherings are es-
sential for forming bonds and extend-
ing a sense of belonging, it is the inti-
mate, one-on-one moments in which 
I learn the most about what it means 
to be displaced from one’s nation and 
dreams. There is grief, yes, but there 
is also deep reflection, and in some 
instances, revelation.

This week I’d like to share some of 
what I’ve learned, not necessari-
ly with any coherency, but as food 
for thought.  Let me preface this by 
saying I’m not a perfect person, and 
without any formal training in how to 
help people resettle in a new country 
after losing everything. I often stum-
ble my way through.  I am, however, 
willing to learn, so I listen.

Assumptions often get in the way of 
connection.  Assuming that Ukrainian 
lifestyle, goals, and values mirror my 
own has got me in trouble in more 
than one instance.  Take the topic of 
hobbies.  “This question drives me 
crazy!” one of my Ukrainian friends 
told me recently.  We work all day, 
usually long hours, then come home 
and cook, tend to the garden, the 
house, the children.  Who has time for 
hobbies?”  Lesson learned.

“It’s okay to ask about family,” another 
told me; “but we are not in the habit of 
discussing personal things.”  For ex-
ample, she explained, in Ukraine her 
co-workers knew nothing about her 
husband or children.  The focus was 
on work.  This is not to say that she 
doesn’t appreciate the interest in her 
as a person.  In a roundabout way, it is 
helping her see herself in a new light.

The other question that has raised 
more than one ire is: “Why are the 
men here and not in Ukraine?”

“This is none of our business,” my 
friend Svetlana told me emphatically.  

The circumstances around why some 
men are here and some aren’t is no 
one’s business but their own.  I ex-
plain that the fault lies with our me-
dia, who announced from the begin-
ning that only women and children 
would be coming.  It’s true that some 
men cannot leave the country, but 
there are so many other mitigating 
factors.  I’ve decided that I’ll just stop 
asking this question.  Suffice to know 
that they are choosing Canada be-
cause their home has been destroyed.

Uncertainty is the heavy cloak that 
many Ukrainians don.  Am I doing the 
right thing?  Should I be home with 
family and friends?  Will I succeed 
in Canada?  Is Permanent Residency 
even a possibility and are the choices 
I make now going to help me in the 
future?

Imagine carrying these burdens 
while trying to survive in a foreign 
place, with a modicum of language 
skills.  I recognize that I am not the 
person to give advice, but I can offer 
back that the courage and determi-
nation that these dear souls demon-
strate will serve them well.  I have 
no doubt they can succeed, and I also 
feel the depths of despair that comes 
and goes in waves.

“We really appreciate the hosts and 
all the Canadians that help, but un-
derstand we need to feel needed too.”  
Ukrainians want to contribute to the 
household that has welcomed them, 
to the employer that has shown faith 
in hiring them, to the landlord who 
has taken a chance on them. They 
want to give back to the town that has 
so warmly embraced them.  “We want 
to make a difference too.”

I come away from each personal in-
teraction a little wiser and ever more 
grateful for this opportunity life has 
presented.  If you get time, invite one 
of our newcomers for coffee.  Make 

sure you’ve downloaded the Google 
Translate app, and prepare to listen.

Till next time.

As always, I love hearing from you.  
Connect with me at english.knutson@
gmail.com
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

A score-pion

Which animal 

is really good at 

playing hockey?

Emmilia Audet (3)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
Why did the man 
put his money in 

the freezer?

He wanted cold 
hard cash

What do prisoners 
use to call each 

other?

Cell phones

Why don’t skeletons 
fight each other?

They don’t have 
the guts.

What do you get 
from a pampered 

cow?

Spoiled milk.

How do you make a 
tissue dance?

Put a little boogey 
in it

Where do polar 
bears vote?

The North Poll

What did the 
fireman’s wife get 

for Christmas?

A ladder in her 
stocking

What lies at the 
bottom of the sea 

and shivers?

A nervous wreck

What do you call an 
American drawing?

Yankee doodle

Have you ever seen 
a man eating tiger?

No, but in the cafe 
next door I once 
saw a man eating 

chicken

What do you call it 
when you get struck 

by lightning?

A shocking 
experience

- Word Search -

Chiefs
Bills

Bengals
Jaguars

Chargers
Ravens

Dolphins
Eagles

Forty Niners
Vikings

Buccaneers
Cowboys

Giants
Seahawks

NFL PLAYOFF TEAMS
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Pepper, 
a 7 month old short haired 

American cat. Piper is owned by 
Wes Oliver of St. Marys.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

At St. Marys Veterinary Clinic 
we take pride in providing 
high quality, personalized, 
compassionate care for our 
patients and their families.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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Estate Planning is 
essential to ensure 

that your last wishes 
are followed. 

See us to make certain things 
are in order
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Sudoku

Id: 164507

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

3 9
5 2 6
7 1 4 2
6 9

7 1 4
8 5 3 2

2 7
1 8 9 3

2 6

Solution
2 8 6 7 5 3 4 1 9

1 5 4 8 2 9 7 3 6

9 7 3 1 6 4 8 2 5

3 6 9 2 4 8 1 5 7

5 2 7 9 3 1 6 4 8

8 4 1 6 7 5 3 9 2

6 3 5 4 8 2 9 7 1

4 1 8 5 9 7 2 6 3

7 9 2 3 1 6 5 8 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

A recipe I often get requests 
for is my roast chicken. I make 
mine a little different than 
the following one from An-
thony Bourdain’s Les Halles 
cookbook which includes an 
unbelievable brown sauce 
which is rich, complex, and 
delicious. Lemon, rosemary, 
white wine; all beautifully 
balanced with one another.

I’ll add some of my adjust-
ments below if you want to 
add a few extra (worthwhile) 
steps to the preparation.

But what makes this dish 
next level is locally sourced 
premium chicken from Sea-
ton Ranch. Their chicken is 
free range, antibiotic free and 
flash frozen to ensure the 
freshest product! You can or-

der by contacting Becky Sea-
ton at seatonranch.becky@
gmail.com …farm pick up or 
she often delivers to town. 
Product listing is below.

French Roast Chicken with 
Lemon

Prep: 10m Cook: 50m Serves: 
4

1 4lb chicken – air chilled

½ lemon

½ onion

1 sprig rosemary

2 sprigs thyme

1 c white wine

1 c good quality chicken stock 
or concentrated chicken stock

1 tbsp olive oil

Salt & pepper

Method:

-Preheat oven to 385°F. Put 
your roasting pan (or cast 
iron pan) into the oven.

-Order is important. Put the 
thyme and rosemary into the 
cavity, followed by the ½ lem-
on and ½ onion. Tie legs to-
gether with butcher’s twine. 
Rub the chicken with olive 
oil and season with salt and 

pepper. *I also mix ½ c of 
unsalted butter with some 
thyme and carefully with a 
teaspoon, spread under the 
chicken skin. This is a bit 
more work but creates a love-
ly, flavourful and herbaceous 
skin.

-Place the chicken in the hot 
pan – it should sizzle- put 
it in the oven for 5 minutes. 
This will prevent the bird 
from sticking. Remove pan 
from oven and pour ½ c of 
white wine around the chick-
en; it should sizzle again.

-Return to oven and roast 
until you hit an internal tem-
perature of 165F in the breast 
and 175F in the thigh. 45-
55m. Baste the bird around 
the 25m mark- just spoon 
some fat out of the pan over 
the bird.

-When you hit temp, pull the 
chicken out of the oven and 
transfer to a cutting board.

-Spoon off about 1-2 tbsp of 
clear fat from the pan, any 
liquid with colour is flavour 
and you want to keep that. 
You also want to keep the 
brown bits in the pan- that’s 
called fond and it’s about the 

best thing you can put in a 
sauce.

-Heat pan over medium heat. 
When it starts to sizzle, add 
the remaining ½ c white wine. 
Boil it down, scraping con-
stantly to dissolve the fond 
until it’s a wonderful sticky 
glaze. Add the chicken stock 
and reduce by half.

-Once chicken has rested 
around 15m, carve into quar-
ters. Pour any accumulated 
juices back into the sauce, 
reheat the sauce if necessary 
and serve.

*Note: if using cast iron, 
please don’t forget the han-
dle is HOT.

Bon Appetit!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Showcasing the Seaton Ranch

By Lauren Eedy

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home Ltd.�

Serving St. Marys and area since 2003

47 Wellington Street South, St. Marys
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

519-284-2820

Offering personal and affordable funeral options,  
including burial, cremation and donation to science. 

Price list and preplanning information always  
available on our website or contact us  
to meet in person to discuss your wishes. 

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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FROM THE GARDEN: Birth Month Symbols

Birth month symbols come in 
various forms for each month 
of the year. In most cases they 
date back thousands of years 
and were derived from differ-
ent cultures and traditions.

Many of us check our horo-
scope under a zodiac sign ac-
cording to our birthday. This 
astrology dates back four thou-
sand years. The Ancient Bab-
ylonians divided the sky into 
twelve areas, adapting sym-
bols from ancient Egypt and 
aligning character traits with 
constellations of the night sky.

The Druids attached great im-
portance to the forests and re-
vered sacred knowledge was 

held by trees. The Celtic as-
trology is based on the lunar 
cycles, with each one linked 
to a sacred tree. They believed 
people born under these tree 
signs could be associated with 
the traits of those trees. The 
Celtic tree symbol for January 
is the birch.  The character-
istics attributed to the Celtic 
‘Birch’ sign is tolerance, tough-
ness and leadership. blog.fan-
tasticgardeners.co.uk/whats-
your-tree-sign-according-to-
celtic-tree-astrology/ 

The idea of a birthstone, a 
gemstone that corresponds to 
a person's birth month, is a rel-
atively modern creation. How-
ever, its origin dates to biblical 
times. Some believe there is a 
significance and meaning as-
sociated with these stones to 
it’s corresponding month. For 
instance, garnet, the gemstone 
for January, generally signifies 
trust and friendship. Tradi-
tionally, this gem was believed 
to protect people during their 
travels. 

There are also certain flowers 

associated with each month. 
Historians believe these bo-
tanical symbols date back to 
the Romans. They usually gave 
the person celebrating a birth-
day a gift of flowers. This tra-
dition led to assigning certain 
flowers to each month. Some 
people feel birth month flow-
ers suits the persons person-
ality like the stereotype give to 
specific zodiac signs.

There are those who believe in 
floriography or the language of 
flowers. This was very popular 
in the Victorian times. Giving 
someone a specific flower or 
a bouquet of certain flowers, 
one could convey their feel-
ings without saying and writ-
ing any words. Those who en-
dorsed the language of flowers 
also believed the meanings of 
birth month flowers.

There is a flower for each 
month of the year with some 
months having a secondary 
flower. These flowers are usu-
ally chosen for the months 
they are in bloom. But not all 
cultures agree on these choic-

es and not all flowers are avail-
able in the different regions of 
the world.

The birth flower for Janu-
ary is the carnation, with the 
snowdrop a secondary flower. 
Even though carnations aren’t 
growing in our gardens this 
time of the year, they are read-
ily available in floral shops. 
Depending on their colour or 
shading, carnations can con-
vey the meaning from admira-
tion to regret.  

The snowdrop (Galanthus 
nivalis) is one of the earliest 
garden flowers to bloom, of-

ten when snow is still on the 
ground.  Snowdrops are used 
to express both sympathy and 
celebration. During happy 
times, it is thought to provide 
optimism and hope. Following 
a death or misfortune, it sym-
bolizes compassion. Innocence 
is also linked to the snowdrop 
because of its colour. 

There is a well-known slogan 
in the floral industry ~ say it 
with flowers as every flower 
has a meaning.  

Source: https://www.almanac.
com/content/birth-month-
flowers-and-their-meanings 

By Nancy Abra

Action Health Care Inc. 

All Roads Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
Ram 

Andrew Atlin Chartered 
Accountant 

Ashton Tire Services Ltd. 

Betty’s Bookshelf

Black’s Financial Services 

Canadian Tire - St. Marys 

Carpe Vinum 

Cascade Cleaners 

Cubberley Plumbing and 
Heating 

Flower Shop and More 

Forman Electric 

Frayne Custom Cabinets 

GC Boyle Law Firm

Graham Energy 

Harris Greig Automotive

Hitching Post 

Hubbard Pharmacy 

Independent Newspaper

Kingsway Lodge 

Lifetime Vision Care - Dr. Glitz & 
Associates 

Little Falls Car and Pet Wash 

Little Falls Crafters Market 

Luckhardt Landworks

Lyric Flowers 

Marziali Garage 

McCully’s Hill Farm Market 

McDonald’s Independent Grocer

Meadowridge Variety

Nail Effects 

O’Grady’s Clothing and 
Accessories 

Pass It On Store

Peak Select Realty 

Petals and Foliage

Presbyterian Church

Quadro Communications 

Ronald White Esq, Barrister and 
Solicitor 

Rotary Club of St. Marys

Sam’s Home Hardware - St. 
Marys Home Building Centre

St  Marys Bowling Lanes 

St. Marys Buick GMC 

St. Marys Insurance Group SIG

St. Marys Lions Club 

St. Marys Optometry - Dr. Carol 
Venn

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic 

Stone Home Creatives

Stonetown Physiotherapy and 
Sports Injury Clinic

Stonetown Travel 

Sunset Diner 

Thames Label & Litho

The Chocolate Factory

The World’s Coolest Music Store

Tim Hortons 

Toews Power 

Troyer’s Spices 

Waghorn, Stephens, Sipos & 
Poulton

Water St Dentistry

Westover Inn 

Zenfire Pottery

COLUMN —
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Are You A 
Newcomer To The 

St. Marys Area?
The friends of the library has a FREE Welcome 

Package for you to pick up at the library!
• Phone Book
• Recreation Info
• Health & Wellness

• Gifts + MORE
• Maps
• Local Services

• Coupons

St. Marys Public Library, 15 Church St. 519-284-3346

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of 

Ronald McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the 
Stonetown Crier on Page 5

St. Marys Public Library events – see Page 8

Friday, January 20

- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon

- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6 pm

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at the 
PRC – 7:30 pm

Saturday, January 21

- St. Marys Farmers Market at the PRC – 8 am 
to Noon

- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm

Sunday, January 22

- Farewell reception for Rev. Jenny Sharp at 
Riverwalk Commons, 84 Water St S – 1 to 3 pm

- St. Marys Lincolns vs St. Thomas Stars at the 
PRC – 7:30 pm

Tuesday, January 24

- Mixed crib league at the Legion – 7 pm

- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at the 
PRC – 7:30 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD

LOOKING
BACK

Sparling development 
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

Thomas Street resident Gus Bannick spotted a couple of 
loons on the Thames River recently.

Members of the St. Marys Blue Circle Cement Midgets 
captured the International Silver Stick tournament by 
winning five consecutive games on the weekend. The 
Midgets were given the traditional ride through town on 
the fire truck after they arrived home. The Cement Midg-
ets are the first St. Marys team to claim an “A” title at the 
prestigious tournament. The team is coached by Todd 
Campbell, Scott Graham, and J.P. Cousineau.

St. Marys and area residents and organizations are among 
many communities coming to the aid of Eastern Ontario 
following a devastating ice storm. The St. Marys PUC was 
the first to get involved, sending several linesmen to help 
with the cleanup and restoring power. Churches are also 
raising funds and sending supplies.

50 years ago (1973)

A glance at the rather sad state of the snow fencing 
around the local swim quarry these days makes us won-
der where a proposal to chain-link fence the swim spot 
under a winter works project grant got shelved.

After four years of plodding through reams of red tape, 
three home building permits have been issues for the Tri-
fid Sub-division on the former Sparling farm, East Ward. 
Plans for the initial stage of development call for the 
erection of 66 homes.

St. Marys Minor Hockey coaches could be in for a bit of a 
shock when they tangle with the St. Marys Girls Hockey 
Team, sponsored by Dixie Lee, this Saturday as the fea-
ture game on the Booster Day Program.

75 years ago (1948)

The snowy slopes at the golf course were well used by 
young ski enthusiasts on Saturday afternoon. The lads of 
the First St. Marys Scout Troop were on an outing with 
Scoutmaster Russ Cushman and Assistant Scoutmaster 
Ken Barss.

A local businessman who had an early morning Toronto 
train to catch gives all due thanks to his friend, the taxi-
man, for getting him there. At less than 20 minutes to train 
time he was awakened from deep slumber by a pounding 
on the front door. It turned out to be the taxi driver who 
he had pre-arranged the ride with. Our friend made it to 
the train on time, although little things like putting on a 
tie and combing his hair were done on the train.

Alex McDowall and Vic Noble of the Maxwells Ltd. staff 
flew to Cleveland last week for a few days to attend a 
manufacturing convention.

100 years ago (1923)

The assessor places Toronto’s population at 529,083, or 
6,141 over last year.

Mrs. Thomas Knox, a well-known Granton lady, died sud-
denly on Wednesday afternoon following a few hours’ ill-
ness. The deceased was apparently in good health at noon 
but complained about feeling ill at about three o’clock. 
Before a doctor could be called, she was stricken by a par-
alytic stroke and died shortly afterwards from the shock.

A Port Huron pastor was charged in the police court on 
Wednesday with carrying concealed weapons. It is alleged 
he was engaged in bootlegging activities.

If a kid should put a bean up his nose, put a small amount 
of cayenne pepper on his upper lip and he will sneeze it 
out. Never try to dig it out as you will only push it further 
into his nose.

HELP WANTED

We are hiring a Customer 
Service Representative

We are looking to hire a part or full-time customer 
service representative in a hybrid, fast paced work 
environment. 
Skills required are that you are detail oriented, have 
excellent organizational skills and are able to multi task. 
Experience in the Insurance Industry or previous 
Customer Service experience is an asset but not 
mandatory. 
We offer paid training, profit sharing, and paid sick 
days. 
If you are interested in applying or have any questions, 
please contact erica@stmarysinsurance.ca.

519-283-6614

HELP WANTED
Insurance Broker/Office 

Administrator

info@hendersonyost.com | hendersonyost.com

RESPONSIBILITIES:
- Enter/review data in broker management 
system
- Provide support to team members and clients
- Handle incoming calls
REQUIREMENTS:
- Post-secondary education in related field or 
relevant work experience
- Strong attention to detail, time management, 
ability to work independently
- RIBO Level 1 Licensed or willing to obtain
WHAT WE OFFER:
- Full or part time position depending on 
applicant
- Flexible work schedule to accommodate busy 
lifestyle
- Room for career growth with experience

Head to hendersonyost.com for 
more info to apply today!

MIXED CRIB LEAGUE
Open to all 18 and over

Every Tuesday at 7 PM at the Legion
(All games at the Legion)

For information or to sign up call
Vic Mansfield 519-284-1542 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

MENDING

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com
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Tricounty Winter 
Blend Bird Seed

$15.99 / 25LB
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IN MEMORIAM

O'Drowsky
In loving memory of our Dad and Poppa John 

O’Drowsky
November 3, 1929 - January 20, 2018

I am still here, though you cannot see me
I am right by your side both night and day
And within your heart I will always stay.
My body is gone but I’m always near.
My spirit is free but I will never depart as
long as you keep me alive in your heart.
I am the first ray of light when the sun
starts to shine and you’ll see
that the face of the moon is mine.
I am the salty tears that flow when you weep 
and the beautiful dreams that come
while you sleep.

With love that blooms forever,
Greg, Brian, Patrick and Lisa and their families

THANK YOU

Frayne
The family of Betty Frayne would like to thank 
family, friends and neighbours for the love and 
compassion given through messages and cards, 
it was greatly appreciated. Special thanks to the 
doctors and nurses at St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
for their care and compassion in Mom's journey.
Many thanks, Frayne kids

THANK YOU

van der Holst
Thank you to all my family and friends for the 
flowers, cards, phone calls, donations, visits, texts 
and e-mails when Mom passed away. 
Scott, Michael and I have been overwhelmed by 
the care, compassion and condolences given 
and appreciate all the support. Special thanks to 
the wonderful staff at Kingsway Lodge for their 
amazing care given to Leone over the past six 
months. 
Deb van der Holst 

THANK YOU

Fairthorne
Thank you to the staff at the aquatic centre and the 
nurses and doctor at our hospital, for the wonderful 
care they gave me on Friday when I was struggling 
in the pool. They were so kind and attentive and so 
appreciated. Thank you all again.

Sudoku

Id: 164507

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

3 9
5 2 6
7 1 4 2
6 9

7 1 4
8 5 3 2

2 7
1 8 9 3

2 6

Solution
2 8 6 7 5 3 4 1 9

1 5 4 8 2 9 7 3 6

9 7 3 1 6 4 8 2 5

3 6 9 2 4 8 1 5 7

5 2 7 9 3 1 6 4 8

8 4 1 6 7 5 3 9 2

6 3 5 4 8 2 9 7 1

4 1 8 5 9 7 2 6 3

7 9 2 3 1 6 5 8 4

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Harry Truman 
2) Chardonnay
3) Bea Arthur 
4) Pakistan and 
Afghanistan 
5) Debra Winger 

6) Abraham Lin-
coln 
7) The Florida 
Keys 
8) On the Moon 
9) On your legs 
10) Dale Carnegie

RUN YOUR CLASSIFIED 

AD HERE FOR JUST 

$10 PER WEEK

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Found
Found on Water Street S, single key with Angel keychain
Inquire at the Independent Newspaper.

For Rent
Downtown apt, 3 story walk-up, 3 bedroom, wifi, laundry, util, parking 
included Call 519-697-4985

For Sale
Exercise equipment. 
True Elliptical – model XES 900 Console-model CMB2XA-3
www.truefitness.com
Less than 20 hrs usage on it by an 80 yr old
Over $5,000 new asking $2,800
Call 519-284-1087

PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per week 
advertise your business in need

Contact us at 519-284-0041 or 
email ads@stmarysindependent.com

ANNOUNCEMENT
Look Who's Turning 70!

Open House Celebration for David Mahaffy

Saturday, February 18th, 2023
1pm-4pm

Masonic Lodge, St. Marys
(behind St. Marys Ford)

Light refreshments provided
Your presence is present enough!

ANNOUNCEMENT

80TH BIRTHDAY 80TH BIRTHDAY 
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

FOR ROY CAYLEY!FOR ROY CAYLEY!
Please join us in celebrating!

Sunday January 22 from 1-4 pm
Riverwalk commons

84 Water St South St.Marys 
Best wishes only please.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023

OF ALL SALES THAT OF ALL SALES THAT 
DAY TO COLDEST DAY TO COLDEST 

NIGHT OF THE YEARNIGHT OF THE YEAR

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023
 11 A.M. - 7 P.M. 11 A.M. - 7 P.M.

Crafts and activities will Crafts and activities will 
be available for the kids be available for the kids 

in the dining roomin the dining room

10% 10% 
$1.00$1.00

COFFEECOFFEE

Join us on

752 Queen St E, 752 Queen St E, 
St. MarysSt. Marys

519-284-0037519-284-0037


