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A project that started as a dream shared by an unlike-
ly local trio is one step closer to becoming a reality.

Last year, former Royal Family nanny Jean Rowcliffe 
partnered with teens Quinn and Sully Bolton to launch 
a fundraising campaign to revamp the St. Marys Skate 
Park. The group has since secured $100,000 from the 
St. Marys Rotary Club, along with donations from sup-
porters across the globe.

Now a consultant has created two concepts for the 
upgraded park, and the Town and steering committee 
are seeking public feedback on the proposed designs. 
Those interested can view the concepts and share 
their thoughts through an online survey, available at 
www.townofstmarys.com/skateparksurvey2 until Jan-
uary 31, 2023.

The two design concepts were developed using input 
that was gathered last year. Both concepts include fea-
tures for all ages and skill levels, like street elements, 
quarter pipes and pump tracks. Concept 1 separates 
beginner from advanced elements, while Concept 2 
blends the two.

In addition to the online survey, the Town will also be 
consulting directly with those with the greatest stake 
in the project: the children and youth of St. Marys.

“We know the skate park is an important gathering 
place for local kids and teens,” says Darcy Drummond, 
Recreation Manager. “We’ll be visiting local schools 
this month to make sure they have a say in the final 
design of the park.”

The skate park steering committee is still actively 
seeking donations to support the cost of upgrading the 
park. Members of the public can donate online with a 
credit card (www.townofstmarys.com/allwheelspark), 
through online banking, in person at the Municipal 
Operations Centre (408 James St. S) or by mailing a 
cheque to the Town.  

Questions about the project can be directed to Dar-
cy Drummond, Recreation Manager at ddrummond@
town.stmarys.on.ca or 519-284-2340, ext. 626.

On December 31, 2022, just before 
12:00 p.m., officers from the Perth 
County Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) responded to a single motor 
vehicle collision on Cobble Hills Road 
in Perth County.

When officers arrived at scene, the 
driver had already fled the scene. Of-
ficers located the driver nearby and 
they were subsequently arrested for 
impaired operation. The driver was 
transported to a local hospital where 
further testing was completed.

A  21-year-old of St. Marys, has been 

charged with:

- Operation while impaired - alcohol 
and drugs

- Operation while impaired - blood 
alcohol concentration (80 plus)

The accused was released from custo-
dy and is scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford 
at a later date to answer to the charge.

Anyone with information regarding 
these incidents should immediately 
contact Perth County OPP at 1-888-
310-1122.
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With all proceeds from every Teddy Bears’ Reunion going to hospitals and clinics 
that treat children, recently it was St. Marys Memorial's turn to receive bears to 
help young children in their recovery. Pictured are (from left) Reunion organizer 
Marlene Forman and hospital staff Hailie Medeiros, Karrie Bibby, Kathy Petter 
and Arlene Lanting. 
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One hill with 3 runs!
Come join us!

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329
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HUGE DISCOUNTS ON NEW STYLE RAM 1500'S!

Save up to 15% off! 
That's a savings of up to $14700 on new 

2022 Ram New Style 1500 4x4's. See 
Allroads for the best savings in a long time 

on new style Rams!
AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308 | allroads.ca
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COMMUNITY —

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

The Avon Maitland District School 
Board is dedicated to having safe and 
welcoming schools for all. Incidents 
of bullying, racism and hate, and sus-
picion or signs of sex trafficking have 
no place in our schools. In order to 
provide an anonymous system for re-
porting, the board has released a new 
Anonymous Reporting Tool. A link 
to the tool has been placed on each 
school's website for anyone to advise 
staff of concerns about: 

- Bullying 

- Racism and hate 

- Suspicion or signs of sex trafficking. 

These incidents can occur on school 
property, cooperative education sites, 
during field trips or sporting events, 
or on remote learning platforms. Each 
website link automatically submits 
the form to the school principal so 
that follow-up can begin immediately.

 “This reporting system is one compo-
nent of our work towards addressing 
these issues.” Said Jason Burt (Burt), 

Human Rights and Equity Lead Ad-
ministrator. 

Staff at all levels of the organization, 
including the Director, Superinten-
dents, Principals/Vice-Principals, and 
all other employees have received 
training on how to recognize, respond 
(immediate and long-term), report, 
and support students impacted and 
involved in bullying, racism and hate 
incidents and suspicion or signs of 
sex trafficking. Although the report-
ing system is anonymous, personal 

information (e.g. name) will aid the 
school principal in fact-finding and 
resolving the issue. 

The Anonymous Reporting Tool does 
not provide quick support. In case of 
an emergency, students and staff are 
advised to call 911. If students need 
emotional support, they are asked 
to call Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-
6868 or Text: 686868 or Huron Perth 
Helpline & Crisis Response Team at 
1-888-829-7484.

Starting January 9, 2023, Perth Coun-
ty’s Paramedic Services Department 
will be accepting applications for new 
members to join the team!

“It’s always an exciting time of year 
when we welcome new Paramedics 
onto the team.” said Mike Adair, Chief 
of Perth County Paramedic Services. 
“We are a talented service with an in-
credible group of people.”

Perth County is currently recruiting 
10 new members. Those interested in 
learning more about the recruitment 
process and working for Perth Coun-
ty can visit:  www.perthcounty.ca/
paramedics. From there, candidates 
can read more about being a Prima-
ry Care Paramedic in Perth County 

as well as review the requirements to 
apply for a position.

“We offer a wide variety of opportu-
nities for our staff to be involved in 
some exciting programs and develop-
ment.” said Tristan Barter, Assistant 
Deputy Chief, Performance and De-
velopment for Perth County. “We have 
paramedics working as part of our 
Community Paramedicine Program, 
our Field Training Paramedics, as well 
as opportunities for future leadership 
growth as an Acting Commander.”

Recruitment will remain open until 
January 23, 2023. Interested candi-
dates should visit  www.perthcounty.
ca/employment to apply.

AMDSB Launches Online Reporting System for Bullying, 
Racism and Suspicion of Sex Trafficking 

Annual Perth County 
Paramedic Recruitment 
Now Open

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
TO STAY UPDATED!
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Quote of the Week

“We’re excited to welcome CNOY back for a third year. Last year’s 
walk really spoke to the caring heart of St. Marys. Our community 
understands how events like this help support local programs 
addressing local issues such as food insecurity and social isolation.   
We hope everyone will join us in walking to achieve our goal of $49,000.”

- Leslie Edney, United Way campaign co-chair

COMMENTARY —

The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

When preparing to 
travel, lay out all your 
clothes and all your 

money. Then take half 
the clothes and twice 

the money. 

All people who 
live, die. But, not all 
people who die have 

lived. 

If we all did the 
things we are capable 

of doing, we would 
literally astound 

ourselves. 

Only those who dare 
to fail greatly can 

ever achieve greatly.
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

The Royal family 

is exempt from the 

concept of "Brotherly 

Love"?

Hands up all those who 

remember one campaign 

promise from the last

Municipal election.

 

By Stewart Grant

With St. Marys Town Council mem-
bers having now returned to in-per-
son meetings, I had wondered 
whether the progress made in terms 
of public accessibility to these meet-
ings would have been rolled back to 
pre-COVID status. 

Thankfully, as the screenshot above 
illustrates, investments in technol-
ogy made during recent years will 
enable citizens to continue to watch 
Council proceedings from the com-
fort of their homes – either “live” as 
the meetings occur, or “on-demand” 
whenever it’s convenient.

All Council and Committee meet-
ings are accessible through the 
Town of St. Marys’ YouTube page.

I recall that, prior to COVID, meet-
ings were not broadcast online, with 
the reason given that the costs of 

closed captioning were prohibitive. 

I never understood this logic of 
holding everyone else back, but 
thanks to the improved voice recog-
nition technology utilized through 
Zoom, this is now a moot point be-
cause even the live Council meet-
ings, such as the one I watched 
on Tuesday morning, now include 
closed captioning. 

A ‘Bravo” to the Town of St. Marys 
for continuing to make their meet-
ings available to citizens online. 
There are many people who are in-
terested in the goings-on of Town 
Council who might not be able to 
attend in-person at a specific time. 
Just as we now watch our favourite 
television programs “on-demand” 
through streaming services versus 
the old-fashioned rigid “time slot” 
days, similarly Council is keeping 
up with the current reality.  

In-person council meetings 
thankfully still accessible online

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo Boo
We have four Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to a new up and coming 
DJ service Blue Heart Music and 
Entertainment,  who went above 
and beyond for our daughters 
wedding.  Thank you so much 

2) To all the Town road workers 
who worked tirelessly through 
the storm. Great job and a hearty 
thank you!

3) Bravo to Ryan who delivers the 
Independent in the North Ward. 
We appreciate your service and 
also the Thank You card we re-
ceived for our Christmas tip.

4) Thank you to everyone who 
ended up working through Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day be-
cause others couldn't make it to 
work due to the bad weather and 
closed roads

We have two Boos this week. 

1) I would like to submit a Boo for 
the three ATV riders who tres-
passed on private property on the 
afternoon of Jan. 6 and trampled 
several seedlings in a wetland re-
forestation area.

2) Boo to motorists who do not 
clean all the snow off theirs cars. 
We will be getting more snow and 
so it is for the safety of all that 
drivers views are not obscured by 
snow on car windows.
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COMMUNITY —

Bronze Cross Lifeguard Training

Want to become a lifeguard?

If you’ve taken Bronze Medallion and Emergency First 
Aid (EFA) or Standard First Aid (SFA), then Bronze Cross 
is your next step!

The course will take place January 15, 22, 29, and 
February 5 and 12, 2023. The cost is $145.

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

2023 Budget

Want to know how your property taxes are being used?

Join us for a meeting to review the 2023 draft municipal 
budget. Meetings are scheduled for:

• January 17, 9 AM
• February 7, 9 AM
• February 28, 6 PM
• March 14, 6 PM

Meetings will be held in Town Hall Council Chambers 
and streamed live on our YouTube channel. 

You can also participte by submitting comments or 
questions by email to amorin@town.stmarys.on.ca. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/budget or 519-284-2340, ext. 238

Home Alone Course

Equip your child with the skills they need to stay home 
alone! 

The St. John Ambulance Home Alone course is designed 
for kids aged 10 and older and covers topics like 
handling phone calls and visitors, First Aid basics, fire 
safety, and more!

The course is running on January 28 from 9 AM - 3:30 
PM. The cost is $70. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Babysitting Course

Babysitting is a great way for youth to learn 
responsibility, gain confidence and earn a little cash! 

The St. John Ambulance Babysitting course teaches 
youth aged 11 - 15 all they need to know to care for 
younger kids. 

Course content includes basic First Aid, healthy meal 
prep, handling emergencies, diaper changing and more!

The course is running on January 29 from 9 AM - 4 PM. 
The cost is $75. 

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

Kinsmen Tree Collection

A new lunch option 
downtown

New Kinsmen member Daniel McCallum picks up one of the roughly 190 Christ-
mas trees collected throughout the town by the St. Marys Kinsmen Club on Satur-
day, January 7th. Nearly 20 Kinsmen participated in this community project over 
the weekend. (Contributed photo)

If one of downtown St. Marys' new year's resolutions was to offer more down-
town dining choices for people, then Sal Vaianisi of Snapping Turtle Coffee Roast-
ers helped kickstart things last week by introducing a full-service breakfast and 
lunch menu at his 145 Queen Street East business. Snapping Turtle is now serving 
bagels and buns for breakfast, and a selection of soups, sandwiches, and sodas 
for lunch. This is in addition to the tasty pastries that customers have already 
become accustomed to enjoying. (Stewart Grant photo)
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566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week is Lloyd Fletcher (Fletch) who 
celebrated his 85th birthday on Monday January 9. Born in 
Stratford General Hospital, Lloyd has been married to Vera 
for 60 years and they have 4 children, 8 grandchildren and 

2 great-grandchildren. Fletch is a retired Construction 
Superintendent, is an Optimist member, has volunteered 

all his life, is a big Lincs fan and enjoys spending time 
with family and friends and word has it that he is the best 

neighbour to all. Happy Birthday Fletch! 

1)Approximately how 
many grapes does it take 
to produce one bottle of 
wine? 

2)What is the name 
of the famous hat that 
originated in Ecuador?  

3)Which large south-east 
Asian country turns its 
flag upside down in times 
of war?

4)What is the well-known Malay word for “man 
of the forest”? 

5)Which famous fictional character had a brother 
named Mycroft?

6) Name the two countries in the world that have 
a square flag. 

7)What are ‘beliebers’? 

8)Issued in 1840, what were the names given to 
the first two postage stamps in the world? 

9)Who was Canada’s longest serving prime 
minister?

10)How many times zones are there in Canada?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

10% off Applesauce and Apple Butter

January Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

Closed:  Monday – Thursday

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Courtland, Gala, Honey Crisp 
and Ida Reds as well as Bartlett Pears

Local Apples

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Duck, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple

By Stewart Grant

The new Board of Directors of the St. Marys Busi-
ness Improvement Area met on Monday night at 
the Municipal Operations Centre.

Megan Feeney was appointed Chair of the Board 
for the 2022-2026 term, with Alex O’Shea serving 
as Vice-Chair. Sue Griffiths will serve as Treasurer 
for the BIA. The remaining Directors are Jan Scott, 
Claire Chapple, Dan Troyer and Lisa Fewster, and 
council representative Brogan Aylward.

It was also determined that Dan Troyer will be 
the BIA’s representative on the Heritage Festival 
Planning Committee. This year, the Heritage Fes-
tival will be held from July 14-16.

Background on the BIA

With a new Board being recently installed, it was 
an appropriate as any for Town of St. Marys Trea-
surer and Director of Corporate Services Andre 
Morin to provide a report with background infor-
mation on the BIA itself and its relationship with 
the Town.

His report recalled that the St. Marys Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) Board was established 
under s. 204 of the Municipal Act, 2001, and was 
created to:

-Oversee the improvement, beautification and 
maintenance of municipally-owned land, build-
ings and structures in the area beyond that pro-
vided at the expense of the municipality general-
ly; and

-Promote the area as a business or shopping area

The BIA operates under the Town of St. Marys 
Procedure by-law based on the Municipal Act but 
is independent in setting the budget and the ad-

ministration and oversight of the budget. The BIA 
is a designated geographical area (see accompa-
nying map) within the downtown of St. Marys, and 
each commercial property (of which there were 88 
in 2022) pays a designated levy amount on their 
tax bill to support the work of the BIA. The Board 
is comprised of five members of the BIA and one 
council representative.

New BIA board introduced
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The first Newcomers Welcome pack-
ages for 2023 are almost ready, thanks 
to the Friends of the Library volun-
teers who put the packages together 
and to the Town staff, local organiza-
tions and our sponsors who provided 
material.  With a few more additions 
of material (planned for this week), 
the packages will once again be avail-
able at the library. Those new to the 
community are invited to come in and 
get their library card and a free Wel-
come package. 

The Friends of the St. Marys Public 
Library (FOL) is a volunteer-run reg-
istered charity. It was established in 
1989 and, in 1990 started asking local 
businesses to participate in a fund-
raising and outreach program called 
“Welcome to St. Marys”. This program 
is now the Newcomers Welcome pro-
gram and continues to work to con-
nect newcomers to the community 
with the library, the Town, local busi-
nesses and organizations. 

This year, fifty-nine businesses and 
services sponsored the program, rais-
ing almost $6,000 for the benefit of 
our library. The money goes towards 
enhancing library programs, ser-
vices and special projects. For sev-
eral years, the Friends of the Library 
has been proud to support the very 
popular Summer Reading Program, 
enabling the library to offer free and 
inclusive programing for all children 
in our community. 

Each Welcome package contains ma-
terial from the Town, and from other 

community groups such as clubs and 
non-profits - anything that might be 
of interest to those new to the com-
munity. And sponsors may also add a 
promotional or informational item to 
each package.   

For the last two years, the program 
has continued without charge to those 
who sponsored it in 2020 – in recogni-
tion of the difficulties that so many of 

the businesses and services were ex-
periencing. This year, sponsors have 

again paid the $100 sponsorship fee. 
For those two years, Welcome packag-
es continued to be produced and dis-
tributed, with 92 distributed in 2021 
and 125 in 2022. The volunteers have 
been busy! And feedback indicates 
that the packages are appreciated. 

With contacting sponsors, holding 
book sales, keeping up with the dis-
tribution of packages and with our 
monthly social evenings, movie nights 
and pop-ups at the Farmer’s Market, 
the Friends of the Library is a busy 
group of volunteers.  

The Friends of the Library’s Annual 
General Meeting will be held jointly 
with the Annual General Meeting of 
the Library Board on January 28th 
at 10 am at the Library. There will be 
lots of information about what the li-
brary and the Friends of the Library 
have been doing and plan to do. And 
new members and new volunteers 
are always welcome. 

For more information about Friends 
of the Library or to contact them 
about getting involved, please con-
tact FriendsofStMarysPublicLibrary@
gmail.com or visit www.facebook.
com/StMarysFOL.

2023 Newcomers Welcome Packages being prepared
COMMUNITY —

The first batch of 2023 Newcomers Welcome Packages will be available at the St. 
Marys Public Library this week, thanks to these Friends of Library Volunteers 
who met last Saturday to put everything together. Pictured, from left to right, are 
Charlene Witt, Mary Howorth, Lorraine Miletic, Ena Kearney, Barb Walsh, Jan 
McClelland, Jan Mustard, Katharine Papoff. (Photo by Volunteer Mary Wolfe)

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

louise@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

GROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY TRAVEL WRITER PAUL KNOWLESGROUP TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY TRAVEL WRITER PAUL KNOWLES

SOUTHERN ENGLANDSOUTHERN ENGLAND
CANTERBURY TO CORNWALLCANTERBURY TO CORNWALL

MAY 15-27, 2023MAY 15-27, 2023

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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By Emily Stewart

STRATFORD - One of Alzheimer So-
ciety Huron Perth’s largest events is 
back in-person for the first time since 
the COVID-19 began.

Soup’s On returns to the Stratford Ro-
tary Complex on January 14 between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m for its 28th year.

"We're excited to be back in-person. 
Prior to our unification with Huron 
Society, it was Perth's largest fund-
raising event of the year,” Teresa We-
icker, fund development assistant and 
CSS dementia educator, said.

Alzheimer Society Huron Perth hopes 
to raise $50,000 from the event.

There will be more than 25 vendors 
at Soup’s On, along with a silent auc-
tion and children’s area. Prizes will 
be awarded for the best creamy soup, 

hearty soup, and vegetarian soup in 
professional and amateur categories 
as well as the people’s choice award. 
Guests will also be treated to live mu-
sic from the Stratford District Second-
ary School Jazz Band, Stratford Police 
Pipes and Drums band, and members 
of Upside of Maybe.

The fundraiser also has 'house party 
for six' packages available. For $300, 
those hosting a Soup’s On house par-
ty will receive three soups of their 
choice, cheese and crackers, bread 
and oils, and wine and sweets.

Soup’s On is one of the several Alz-
heimer’s Awareness Month events 
run by Alzheimer Society Huron 
Perth, which include talks at the 
public libraries in St. Marys, Strat-
ford, and Listowel. There is also the 
Capturing the Moment Photography 

exhibit at the North Perth Public Li-
brary until January 20th. The exhibit 
will then stay at the Stratford Public 
Library from January 20th until Feb-
ruary 18th.

The Talk with the Doc event featuring 
geritrician Dr. Alexandra Peel will run 
on Zoom on January 24th. The Hu-
ron County Musuem in Goderich will 
have free movies, The Cuban and The 
Artist’s Wife, playing on January 26th 
and February 2nd.

Lights On Stratford, which runs until 
January 27, also features the Affinity 
display at Tom Patterson Island. Af-
finity is a structure, designed like a 
brain and the connections of a brain. 
“When you touch one part, the node, 
you’ll see the shot go up into the neu-
ron so it’s showing how the brain in-
teracts with each other,” Weicker said.

Weicker said that getting more infor-
mation on Alzheimer’s and dementia 
and engaging in physically and men-
tally stimulating activities also helps. 
Anyone can reach out to the organi-
zaton for more information, self-re-
ferrals, and for caregiver support. 
Caregivers of people with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia can reach out even if 
the person is in a different location 
than Perth County.

“Say, your loved one lives in a differ-
ent county or a different province, we 
can support the caregivers that are 
supporting people living with demen-
tia as well.”

Visit alzheimer.ca/perth/en for more 
information. More information about 
upcoming events can be found on the 
Alzheimer Society Huron Perth Face-
book and Instragram pages.

Alzheimer Society Huron Perth hosts first in-person 
Soup’s On since 2020
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St. Marys: 226.779.4279  •  connecthearing.ca

Whether as an all-star pro hockey player or as a busy 
grandfather, Darryl Sittler believes that to get the most 
out of life, you need to look after yourself.

Get your hearing checked by a licensed hearing care 
professional at your local Connect Hearing clinic.

Don’t miss out on the 
sounds that you love.
Check your hearing.

* Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select tech level Sonova hearing aids; 15% off Advanced level; and 10% off Standard level with a valid CAA membership. This offer is a tiered rebate determined by which 
level of Sonova Hearing Technology purchased. Offer expires March 31, 2023.†Based on national physician referrals over the tenure of the corporation’s Canadian business operations compared to the 
disclosed referral count of leading competitors.

Save up to $2,000 on a pair of Select level 
hearing aids with your CAA membership!*

Darryl Sittler
Canadian Hockey Legend
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St. Marys Healthcare Foundation says "Thank You"

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

Cecelia Lunn, a grade 9 student raised $600.00 for the St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation selling homemade Christmas ornaments.  Her Uncle Remco and Aunt 
Becky matched the donation since Remco was very grateful for the excellent care 
he had received after surviving a serious head injury incurred on his farm near 
St. Marys.  This is the 3rd year that Cecelia has raised funds for area charities. 
Pictured L to R - Cindy Bilyea ( Foundation Chair), Remco deWit, Styn deWit, Ja-
nine Lunn, Cecelia Lunn, Nelleke deWit, Becky deWit, Bernice De Decker (Fund-
raising & Communications Coordinator) (Contributed photo)

The St. Marys Scouts donated $85.60 to the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation 
from an event they hosted at the local Farmers Market.Pictured L to R - Scout-
er Michelle McKeen, Natalie McKeen, Chase McCutcheon, Leland Westman, Tyler 
Rumble, Brendon Rankin, Ryan Dunbar, Cindy Bilyea (Foundation Chair) and Pat 
Craigmile (Past Chair of the Foundation), Absent Addie Clarke & Scouter Sean 
Brode (Contributed photo)
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Rae Announces $14M for municipalities in Perth-Wellington
Matthew Rae, MPP for Perth-Wellington has an-
nounced that municipalities throughout Perth and 
Wellington Counties will receive a combined total 
of over $14 million in 2023 for local infrastructure 
needs. This funding is part of the province’s overall 
$400 million investment through the Ontario Com-
munity Infrastructure Fund (OCIF).

“Our government is helping our local municipali-
ties address critical infrastructure needs, such as 
road, bridge, water and wastewater projects,” said 
MPP Rae. “In 2021, our government committed to 
doubling the funding under OCIF for the next five 
years. These funds will help our local municipali-
ties undertake critical infrastructure projects, while 
reducing the impact on their budgets.”

“Ontario’s small, rural, and northern communities 
are essential to the growth and prosperity of the 
province,” said Kinga Surma, Minister of Infra-
structure. “Our government is continuing to provide 
stable funding to meet local infrastructure needs 

and provide support in response to pressures from 
inflation. By supporting key community infrastruc-
ture projects, we are helping to grow and build saf-
er, more resilient communities for generations to 
come.”

In December 2021, the  Ontario government an-
nounced an additional $1 billion for critical infra-
structure projects that support economic growth 
and job creation in small, rural and northern com-
munities, bringing the government’s total invest-
ment to nearly $2 billion dollars over five years.

The OCIF supports local infrastructure projects 
for communities with populations under 100,000, 
along with all rural and northern communities. Mu-
nicipalities may accumulate their funding for up to 
five years to address larger infrastructure projects.

Funding allocations are based on a  formula  that 
recognizes the different needs and economic con-
ditions of communities.

By Gary West

One of the highest honours that a 
Canadian resident can receive is the 
Order of Canada and a Downie Town-
ship nurse from Perth County and 
community leader for decades in the 
area, has recently received word of 
that honour.

Jean Aitcheson has never thought of 
herself as a local celebrity, but many 
people who have had the pleasure of 
meeting and knowing her, would say 
otherwise. She has devoted her entire 
life to coming to the aid of the less 
fortunate at home and abroad, while 
also working as a Registered Nurse 
full time.

The always friendly and smiling per-
sonality sets Jean apart from most, 
but she would be the first to say the 
recognition she is now receiving is re-
ally “out of her realm”.

The following will give readers a 
sense as to the reason for Aitcheson 
receiving this prestigious award.

Over the years, she has been part of 
humanitarian mission teams, trav-
elling the world and recognized the 
need for discarded medical supplies. 
For her it started in a little village of 
Cojax, in the mountains in Guatema-
la in 1995, as she was part of a team 
to build a Christian school and hold 
a three-day medical clinic for the lo-
cal people there. Due to overcrowded 
classrooms, the people had prayed for 
six years for a school for the village. 
Once completed, in gratitude, they 
named it the Canada school.

She said they were overwhelmed 
with people needing care in the small 
makeshift medical clinics, which rein-

forced the resolve of the team to take 
or send more teams and medical sup-
plies down there in the future.

The mission team returned to Gua-
temala many times, but also multiple 
trips to El Salvador, Nicaragua, Peru, 
Guyana, Dominican Republic, Mexico 
and the Philippines. Jean has been on 
37 mission trips so far.

The RN also took her expertise in the 
medical field as part of one team to 
Malawi, Africa, to start building a sec-
ondary school for girls and work in 
the local rural hospital. She was also 
part of a Rotary plastic surgery team 
to Bangladesh, to repair cleft lips and 

palates and release burn scars and 
contractures.

Each of those mission teams used 
medical supplies collected at the 
Stratford Mission Depot. The initial 
trips to El Salvador included building 
pre-fab homes that sparked the inter-
est of Nick Wouters, a St. Marys area 
farmer, who founded the registered 
charity, Homes for Hope and over the 
last 17 years his team has built 430 
homes in three villages, plus school 
classrooms, toilets and sinks, along 
with support from the community.

Aitcheson also says Dr. Doug Thomp-
son, a compassionate, family physi-

cian, and Rotarian in Stratford, was 
on trips as the practical physician 
on many medical teams, and then he 
and Mitchell’s Janice Rauser, founded 
Commit, a part of the Stratford Rota-
ry Club foundation, to send contain-
ers and commit to doing medical and 
community work in Nicaragua.

She stresses that the Stratford Mis-
sion Depot which houses the vast 
assortment of medical supplies and 
equipment used in various coun-
tries, is not a registered charity, but 
she said they have been blessed with 
donated space to work - 10 years at 
Stratford hospital,10 years at the Oak 
Street centre at the invitation of Dr. 
Doug McDougald, three years on Jar-
vis Street, thanks to Jason Baier and 
Tom Melanson, one year at the old 
Heinbuck funeral home and now in a 
great organized space at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in Stratford.

According to Aitcheson, they can al-
ways use the public’s help in the 
Perth county area from those who 
might have air casts, canes, walkers, 
crutches, I-V equipment, wheelchairs, 
and any over the counter medications, 
that she will make sure are proper-
ly disposed of through their ongoing 
work.

Perth-Wellington MP John Nater said 
he was delighted to see Jean Aitches-
on appointed as a member of the Or-
der of Canada. Nater called her per-
sonally to congratulate her and said 
that Jean truly embodies the motto of 
the order, “they desire a better coun-
try” and congratulated Jean “for all 
you have done and all you will do.”

To donate call Jean at 519-276-1975 
or e-mail jkhsn@quadro.net

Perth County’s Jean Aitcheson learns she is the 
latest recipient of the Order of Canada

Perth County’s Jean Aitcheson in her second home, at the Stratford Mission Depot 
in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian church in Stratford, proudly displaying the Order of 
Canada insignia that she will receive later this year in Ottawa.
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By Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change Canada

Plastic is everywhere. We use it in 
packaging, construction, agriculture, 
automobiles, electronics, textiles, and 
medical equipment.

While plastic has revolutionized our 
lives, plastic pollution has emerged as 
a key environmental issue worldwide.

Of the four million tonnes of plastic 
waste that is thrown away in Cana-
da every year, only 8 percent is recy-
cled. The rest ends up in landfills and 
our natural environment, littering 
our parks, beaches, streets, and oth-
er places we value. Plastic pollution 
chokes wildlife and clogs waterways. 
It breaks down into tiny pieces, end-
ing up in the soil, oceans, and air, and 
even our drinking water and food.

We have to change this. It’s what Ca-
nadians are asking for. Now is the 
time for action.

Just recently, our federal government 
announced we are banning some of 
the most common and harmful sin-
gle-use plastics, including plastic 
checkout bags, plastic cutlery, six-
pack rings, stir sticks, straws, and cer-
tain hard-to-recycle food containers 
like clamshells.

While the domestic production and 
import of these harmful single-use 
plastics will be banned at the end of 
this year 2022, Canadian businesses 
like restaurants can use them until 
the end of this year 2023, which gives 
them time to adjust.

Over the next decade, this world-lead-
ing ban on harmful single-use plas-

tics will result in the estimated elim-
ination of over 1.3 million tonnes of 
hardtorecycle plastic waste.

This is all about creating cleaner 
communities and a cleaner environ-
ment. It’s about giving Canadians the 
sustainable alternatives they’re ask-
ing for and developing new business 
opportunities in a greener economy.

This ban represents a historic step 
in our government’s promise to cut 
plastic waste from across our society, 
wherever possible.

But we know we cannot ban our way 
out of this problem. Plastic will re-
main a useful part of our lives. Our 
government’s plan is about responsi-
bly managing plastic so it stays in the 
economy and stops polluting our en-
vironment.

Our comprehensive plan will also 
mean plastic manufacturers will have 
to use 50 percent recycled plastic in 
any plastic products they make, and 
that the “chasing-arrows” recycling 
symbol on products can only be used 
if we know these products can actual-
ly be recycled in Canada.

These are just good, common sense 
management measures. And they will 
help to grow our economy towards a 
more circular management of waste 
products that is proven to generate 
jobs and reduce business costs.

Canadians have been very clear. They 
want to get plastic pollution off our 
streets, out of our water, and out of our 
environment. With the proper tools 
and rules in place, a better, greener, 
and more circular economy awaits.

Delivering on our commitment to ban harmful 
single-use plastics

COMMUNITY —

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

NOW OFFERING ORTHODONTICS, 
TRADITIONAL BRACES AND INVISALIGN

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
for patients and general public interested, first consultation will be free, referrals not necessary

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT
BLACK ANGUS BAKERY & CATERING

443 ERIE STREET UNIT #2
STRATFORD, ONTARIO

N5A 2N3 
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By Spencer Seymour

Head Coach Nathan Brown described 
last Tuesday's game as a "high inten-
sity" affair when his U15 C Girls skat-
ed to a 2-1 win over the Huron Heat 
in Seaforth.

"The ladies played extremely well be-
ing down two skaters," Brown told the 
Independent. "They played with lots 
of energy and never gave up. It was 
a tight-checking game and yet they 
were disciplined."

The game was fast-paced from the 
opening puck drop with fast starts 
by both teams. With four minutes 
remaining in the opening period, St. 
Marys had a goal called back due to a 
high stick.

In the second, after some stellar goal-
tending by Marta Rintoul, the Heat 
got on the board with four minutes 
and 47 seconds remaining. St. Marys 
finally broke through offensively 
at the 13:45 mark of the third peri-
od when Valentina Linares buried a 
breakaway chance. Libby McCurdy 
sent the puck around the boards to 
Leah Hachler who tipped it up to Lin-

ares on the breakaway.

Just 24 seconds later, Cortney Linton 
sent a pass to Maddie Monisit Brown 
who skated around the defender on 
the left side, cut back into the slot, and 
fired the puck past the blocker of the 
Heat netminder.

Linton and McCurdy along with Cam-
eron Lobb and Abigail McMillan 
turned in strong defensive perfor-
mances which helped the team kill off 
two Huron powerplays in the third to 
secure a 2-1 victory.

Just a few days later, the team trav-

elled to Woodstock for the 25th Wood-
stock Wildcats tournament and the 
team kept up their winning ways, go-
ing undefeated throughout the tour-
nament and bringing home the gold 
medal.

"All three lines were rolling all week-
end," Brown said. "The girls played 
their style of hockey for the entire 
weekend and we didn't give any of 
our opponents very much space to 
maneuver."

In their four round-robin games, the 
U15 C Rock went undefeated, includ-
ing two shutouts, in which they out-
scored their opponents 10-2. In the 
finals, they took on the Huron Heat, 
in which they once again held the op-
ponent off the scoresheet, recording 
their third shutout of the tournament 
and capturing the tournament title 
with a 3-0 win.

Marin Chateauvert opened the scor-
ing for St. Marys with what went down 
as the game-winner. Brown and Lin-
ares also scored for the U15 C Rock 
and Rintoul once again slammed the 
door shut in goal. Hachler was credit-
ed as Player of the Game in the final.

U15 C Girls win Woodstock Wildcats tournament

The U15 C Girls St. Marys Rock defeated the Huron Heat 3-0 in the finals of the 25th 
Woodstock Wildcats tournament last weekend. Marin Chateauvert, Maddie Brown, 
and Valentina Linares scored for St. Marys with Marta Rintoul picking up her third 
shutout of the tournament. (Photo credit: St. Marys Minor Hockey/Facebook)

U15 B Boys win International 
Silver Stick in Forest

Ringette board takes 'Beyond 
the Locker Room' Pledge

After winning the Regional Silver Stick Championship in Kincardine on December 
30th, the U15 B Boys St. Marys Rock have added another banner to their trophy 
case, winning the International Silver Stick Championship in Forest this past Sun-
day. The team finished first in their group, going undefeated and posting three shut-
outs during the round-robin. In the finals, St. Marys defeated the Nepean Raiders 
by a score of 4-2. Pictured in the front row, from left to right, are Nathan Wolfcamp, 
Reid Taylor, and Isaac Cousineau. In the middle row, from left, are André Mollet, 
Simon Taylor, Finn Wright, Grier Mahoney, Hayden Wright, and Zach Larmer. In 
the back row, from left, are Brendan Near, Lucas Spence, Danny Switzer, Donovan 
McGregor, Evan Ballantyne, Jared Ballantyne, Sam Johnson, Kyle Spence, and Gord 
Cookson. Absent were defenceman Ben Ewing, Trainer Eric Burford, and Goalie 
Coach Hunter Bodenham. (Photo credit: Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)

The St. Marys Ringette Association (SMRA) Board took the Beyond the Locker 
Room Pledge on Monday night. The pledge is an initiative created by Huron Coun-
ty Victim Services and the Stratford Police Service in partnership with the O.P.P. 
of Huron and Perth County. The pledge, which focuses on ending gender-based 
violence, calls on individuals to be positive role models in the locker room and 
community, to constantly educate ourselves and others on how to combat gen-
der-based violence, recognize the privilege in the roles we hold, use our platform 
to promote the voices of others, and to recognize, challenge, and correct behaviour 
we witness that contributes to gender-based violence. SMRA President Kim Gar-
niss told the Independent that the organization felt it was important to take the 
pledge as they "want Ringette to be a safe environment to come play and feel safe 
to be who they are." (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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Lions' coach Mayer sees growth in Abbey Thorup
St. Marys native now a sophomore with Loyola Marymount women's beach volleyball team
By Pat Payton

Special to the Independent

LOS ANGELES, Calif. - Loyola Mary-
mount head coach John Mayer hopes 
St. Marys native Abbey Thorup will 
play a key role for his team as the 
Lions head into the 2023 portion of 
their NCAA women's beach volley-
ball season.

Thorup, 22, is now a sophomore with 
the Lions.

"I felt like Abbey had a breakthrough 
(first) semester," Mayer said in an in-
terview with the Independent over 
the Christmas holidays. "She really 
opened up, both on and off the court. 
She seemed more comfortable in our 
training environment which allowed 
her to take more risks, which in turn 
led to accelerated learning.

"Because of this growth, Abbey was 
selected as one of our top four players 
for the AVCA pairs national champi-
onships in November in Huntsville, 
Alabama."

The inaugural AVCA Fall Collegiate 
Beach Championships featured 64 
pairs teams from universities across 
the U.S. Mayer sent two women's 
teams to Alabama, including the duo 
of Thorup and playing partner Jacin-
da Ramirez, a Junior. The matches 
were best-of-five sets, and Thorup 
and Ramirez finished as the top pair 
from Loyola Marymount – placing 
18th overall.

"Unfortunately, Abbey got hurt in Al-
abama (lower-body injury) and had 
to sit out the last few weeks of train-
ing (before Christmas)," coach Mayer 
noted. "She's worked hard in physi-
cal therapy and we expect her to be 
ready to go when we resume training 
(in January).

"We're excited to see her continue to 
grow this season. Abbey could poten-
tially play at a 1-3 flight, depending 
on the partner she best connects with 
and her ability to continue to im-
prove," he added.

The Lions open their 2023 regular 
schedule Feb. 24 with matches against 
Concordia University and the Uni-
versity of California. A tournament at 
Florida State is also on their schedule 
as well as games against powerhouse 
USC and UCLA.

This year's NCAA Division 1 wom-
en's beach volleyball nationals are 
May 5-7 at Gulf Shores, Alabama. 
Mayer says the Lions' team goal this 
season is to win the national cham-
pionship.

"But we spend way more time fo-
cusing on our values – being great 
learners, building meaningful rela-

tionships, committing to excellence. 
If we live our values, we'll have the 
best chance of becoming the best we 
can be. Hopefully, that will lead to a 
championship," he said.

Joined Lions in 2021

The 5 ft., 9 inch Thorup joined Loyola 
Marymount as a freshman in the fall 
of 2021. She attended the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham in 2019-
20, and the team went 7-2 before the 
Covid pandemic cancelled the re-
mainder of the 2020 portion of that 
season. As a freshman at UAB, Tho-
rup started in their top pair and con-
tributed to several good wins.

After sitting out the Covid year (2020-
21), Thorup was recruited by coach 
Mayer and she transferred to Loyola 
Marymount.

Fourth at nationals last season

The 2022 nationals were held May 
4-8 at Gulf Shores, and Thorup and 
the Lions placed a very strong fourth 
overall out of 16 of the top teams in 
the nation. The Lions picked up three 
NCAA tournament wins for the first 
time in program history.

LM went into the tourney as the No. 
4 seed. The Lions defeated No. 13 
seed University of Hawaii, No. 8 seed 
Florida Atlantic University, and No. 
10 seed Georgia State. Their two loss-
es in the double-elimination format 
were to No. 5 seed Florida State, who 
were tournament finalists. The USC 
Trojans claimed the gold.

"We can usually hang in there pret-
ty good with those top teams; we're 

right there," Thorup said while home 
for the Christmas holidays.

Just prior to the NCAA nationals last 
spring, Loyola Marymount won its 
third consecutive West Coast Confer-
ence (WCC) championship in Santa 
Monica, Calif.

The Lions did not drop a court all 
weekend, and ended their regular 
season with a 29-7 record, while go-
ing unbeaten in conference play. Tho-
rup was named to the 2022 All-WCC 
beach volleyball freshman team.

What did she learn as a freshman at 
LM that will help her as a sophomore, 
Thorup was asked.

"I think it's a matter of being more 
comfortable and knowing what to 
expect," she replied. "I wouldn't say 
there's any major technical differ-
ences, just more confidence."

Thorup added that she doesn't have 
any personal goals, just team goals. 
Repeating as WCC champions this 
spring will give the Lions an auto-
matic berth at the 2023 nationals.

Notes:

–Abbey Thorup is studying health 
and human science at Loyola Mary-
mount. The sport the university is 
best known for is beach volleyball.

–The LM beach volleyball team start-
ed the 2022-23 season with 15 play-
ers, including four freshmen. The 
team competed in four pre-season 
tournaments in the fall.

–A multi-sport athlete at DCVI, Tho-
rup twice competed for Canada at in-
ternational beach volleyball tourna-
ments. One of the events was in Mex-
ico, and she also competed in the U21 
world championships in Thailand. 
She has also won provincial titles in 
beach volleyball.

–Abbey is the daughter of Ken and 
Tanya Thorup, of St. Marys. Both 
were volleyball stars at Brock Uni-
versity in St. Catharines.

–Loyola Marymount University is a 
private Jesuit and Marymount re-
search university in west Los Ange-
les. LMU is also the parent school to 
Loyola Law School, located in down-
town L.A.

–Earlier this season, The Prince-
ton Review ranked LMU as having 
the fourth-most beautiful campus in 
America.

St. Marys native Abbey Thorup, front row left, and the Loyola Marymount Lions 
celebrate after winning the West Coast Conference banner last spring in Santa 
Monica, Calif. Thorup was named to the 2022 All-WCC beach volleyball freshman 
team. Thorup and the Lions are hoping to again qualify for the nationals, which 
are being held May 5-7 in Gulf Shores, Alabama.  (Photo courtesy of Loyola Ma-
rymount sports)
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Two-goal comeback pushes Lincolns past Nationals

By Spencer Seymour

Heading into this week, the third-
place St. Marys Lincolns sat one point 
ahead of the LaSalle Vipers with a 
game in hand on the backs of a thrill-
ing victory last Friday over the Lon-
don Nationals.

The Leamington Flyers, who have 
won eight of their last nine games, 
are three points up on St. Marys for 
second in the GOJHL's Western Con-
ference with a game in hand on the 
Lincs.

The GOJHL announced on Wednes-
day that Grayden Strohack and Carter 
George will represent the Lincolns as 
members of the league's Under-18 All 
Star Team in the MacPherson Hockey 
Tournament being hosted in Aurora 
by St. Andrew's College from January 
27th to 29th. Equipment Manager Ty-
ler Scott will be serving that same role 
on the bench for the U-18 All Stars.

Lincolns open 2023 with 6-3 win over 
Nats

Starting the new year against the top-
ranked team wasn't the easiest way to 
resume their season but the Lincolns 
managed to overcome the visiting Na-
tionals from London last Friday.

Head Coach Jeff Bradley compared 
the 6-3 win to the Lincs' final game of 
2022, a 4-3 loss to the Nats, and said 
that the team's play in their own end 

was significantly better last Friday.

"We changed our defensive zone cov-
erage to have some more bodies in 
the slot," Bradley told the Indepen-
dent. "We're also putting an emphasis 
on limiting the opponent's offensive 
zone time by pressuring up high. We 
find when the puck gets up high, it's 
stretching out their time on attack so 
we're trying to deny passes to the top 
and we executed very well."

The Lincs showed some rust early on 
with Bradyn Santavy scoring for Lon-
don just 42 seconds into the game. 
With just under 11 minutes left in the 
first period, Ethan Lamoureux banged 
home a rebound on the powerplay to 
tie the game at one apiece.  Adam Bar-
kley picked up the first of his three as-
sists on Lamoureux's goal and Jacob 
Chantler also earned a helper.

Exactly one minute later, Lucas Chard 
snapped a five-game goal drought to 
restore the Nationals' one-goal lead. 
Seven minutes and 16 seconds later, 
Logan Pace-Roth put London ahead 
by two, but that would be the last goal 
for the visitors. Before the end of the 
first, Adrian Stubberfield buried a 
one-timer fed to him by Barkley to cut 
London's lead to one.

In the second, Michael Elliston got the 
second powerplay goal of the game 
after another sharp pass by Barkley. 
Lamoureux also picked up an assist. 

Almost four minutes later, Chantler 
finished a shorthanded two-on-one 
facilitated by a strong play by Jaden 
Lee to give St. Marys their first lead of 
the game.

At the 4:39 mark of the third, Grayden 
Strohack sent a point shot past Lon-
don netminder Aiden Berry. Matt 
Prendergast and Austin Keleher, who 
were credited with the assists, along 
with Owen Voortman form a line that 
Bradley "really likes how they are 
progressing and playing as a trio."

Elliston fired home an empty netter to 
secure the 6-3 win for St. Marys. Car-
ter George turned in a strong 33-save 
performance in the Lincolns' crease.

Kings stun Lincs 8-4

One day after a game in which the 
Lincolns rode a stellar second and 
third period to victory, a calamitous fi-
nal 40 minutes on Saturday caused St. 
Marys to fall 8-4 to the Komoka Kings.

Just one minute and 53 seconds into 
the contest, Owen Brown fired a 
shot from the blueline that found a 
way past goaltender Josh Hannivan. 
Brown's goal was assisted by Jacob 
Montesi and Chase MacQueen-Spen-
ce. Under two minutes later, Ethan 
Weir tied the game for the Kings.

The Lincolns controlled much of the 
first, with Lamoureux and Chantler 
finding the back of the net before the 

intermission. On Lamoureux's goal, 
Chantler and Nathan Small got the 
assists, while MacQueen-Spence and 
Lamoureux picked up the helpers on 
Chantler's tally.

Komoka switched goalies after the 
first, sending in Omar Hage go-
ing. That swap dramatically flipped 
the momentum and just three min-
utes and 15 seconds into the second, 
Kaeden Johnston scored a pair of 
goals to tie the game at 3-3.

Prendergast momentarily stopped the 
bleeding and put the Lincolns ahead 
4-3 with his first of the year from 
Voortman. However, the game was 
quickly tied up again after a misplay 
by George leading to the sixth of the 
year for Tyler Renneboog.

Five minutes later, Johnston complet-
ed the hat-trick to put Komoka up 5-4. 
Johnston added another in the third 
along with goals from Codi Scott and 
Judd Katz. George made 19 saves be-
fore being replaced by 15-year-old 
affiliate player Matthew Koprowski, 
who stopped eight of 10 shots.

The Lincolns are back in action on 
Thursday battling the Sarnia Legion-
naires, looking to avoid losing con-
secutive games for the first time in 
three months. They host the Strath-
roy Rockets on Friday before going to 
London for a rematch against the Na-
tionals next Wednesday.

Luca Spagnolo mid-collision with London's Jackson Bunker during last Friday's 
clash between the Lincolns and Nationals. The two teams face off next Wednesday 
in London after the Lincolns visit Sarnia this Thursday and host Strathroy at the 
PRC on Friday. (Photo credit: Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)

Before Friday's game against the London Nationals, St. Marys Lincolns' forward 
Jacob Chantler was presented with the Player of the Month award for Decem-
ber. In seven games in December, Chantler had four goals and 11 points and the 
20-year-old London-native has posted two points or more in 11 of his last 16 
games. (Photo credit: Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)
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SPORTS —

FOR SPORTS TIPS CONTACT SPENCER SEYMOUR
CALL OR TEXT 519-859-1049 OR EMAIL SPENCER.SEYMOUR88@GMAIL.COM

U11s take Silver, U13s, U15s compete in Stonetown 
Local League Classic

The U11 St. Marys Rock went to the finals of the Stonetown Local League Classic last weekend and earned the 
silver medal. Pictured above, front row from left to right, Keegan Forrester, Chase Hinrichs, Tyler McDonald, 
Sebastián Williams, and Sheamus Ross. Middle row, from left, Lachlann Thistle, Jonathan Buckland, James 
Holliday, Styn DeWit, Luc Richardson, Tristan Fraser, Jack Rietmeyer. Back row, from left, Trainer Chris Rich-
ardson, Head Coach Jon McDonald, Assistant Coach Jim Holliday, and Assistant Coach Mark Ross. (Photo 
credit: Joe Wilhelm)

Chase Jeffrey patrolling the blueline for the U13 St. 
Marys Rock. The U13 Rock finished the Stonetown 
Classic Local League tournament in third place in 
their pool. Although the group wasn't able to pick up 
any wins, they tied with the Aylmer Flames for first 
in goals-for in Pool B with seven goals in their three 
games. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

Abe Bender breaks the puck out of the defensive zone during the U15 St. Marys 
Rock in their first game of the Stonetown Local League Classic. The team com-
peted hard but wasn't able to get into the win column. The U15 Rock came close 
in their third game, a tight 3-2 loss to the Mount Brydges Cougars. (Photo credit: 
Spencer Seymour)

Goaltender Tyler McDonald was excellent in the U11 St. Marys Rock crease 
throughout the Stonetown Local League Classic tournament hosted at the PRC 
last weekend. McDonald was the top goalie in Pool A, allowing just five goals in 
five games and posting three wins in the round-robin and semi-finals, including 
a shutout over the St. Thomas Stars. The U11 Rock went to the finals and came 
away with the silver medal, putting forward a strong effort before falling 3-1 to 
the Mitchell Meteors. Styn De Wit scored the lone St. Marys goal in the final game. 
(Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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By Spencer Seymour

Even though the game finished in a 
3-3 tie, U13 B Boys Head Coach Bob 
Davis was thrilled with the way his 
team played last Wednesday against 
the visiting Dorchester Dragons.

"We played arguably our best game in 
a long time," Davis told the Indepen-
dent following the game. "Everybody 
hustled tonight. Everybody skated to 
the puck. We eased off in the third pe-
riod but we got it back and were being 
proactive instead of reactive."

St. Marys controlled the majority of 
the first two periods and were reward-
ed for their strong play by getting out 
to a 3-0 lead. Quinn Porter opened the 
scoring with 64 seconds left in the first 
frame. In the second, Graeme Froud 
owned the scoresheet, firing home a 
pair of goals for St. Marys.

In addition to their offensive pressure, 
Davis was very happy with the team's 
defensive zone play.

"Those first two periods and the last 
half of the third was the best we have 
played in own end all season. We got 

the puck out of the zone, we made 
plays that we've been practising, and 
nobody really panicked. We backed 
each other up and it was a real team 
effort."

Dorchester managed to put the St. 
Marys squad on their heels in the 
first half of the third period, scoring 
three goals in the first five-and-a-half 
minutes to erase the three-goal lead. 
However, in an impressive show of re-
silience and character, the Rock man-
aged to claw back and take the game 
over once again. Although they weren't 
able to regain the lead, Davis praised 
the group for being able to withstand 
the opposition's surge.

"We didn't sit back on our heels or give 
up. We dug in and fought harder. That's 
a really tough thing to do in situations 
like that. In the last five or six minutes, 
they played every bit as well as they 
did in the first two periods. When you 
lose your momentum, it's really tough 
to get it back, and we did. That's the 
sign of a really good team coming to-
gether."

U13 B Boys continue improving with great compete 
level against Dorchester

SPORTS —

U18 B Boys show strong 
effort, improving consistency

The U18 B Boys hosted the Dorchester Dragons last Wednesday night at the PRC, 
with the Dragons narrowly edging out the St. Marys Rock 3-2. Finn Stewart and 
Owen Boyd scored for the Rock. Head Coach Adam Zurbrigg told the Independent 
after the game that the group isn't that far away from being a really strong team, 
saying that "we skated with or outplayed the top team in our league tonight for 
about 80 percent of the game, but we just had a few lapses. We're a couple of plays 
away from being amongst the top teams." Zurbrigg added that, if the team is able 
to improve a few key details in how they play, they could be very dangerous in the 
playoffs. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)

The U13 B Boys played one of their best games of the season last Wednesday, said 
Head Coach Bob Davis. The hard-working group did a good job of improving their 
defensive consistency. (Photo credit: Spencer Seymour)
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORESTRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE

2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,167 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

Marcy Towton carries the ring through the neutral zone during last Satur-
day's U16 A St. Marys Snipers game in Guelph. It was the Snipers' first meet-
ing with Guelph of the season and the St. Marys game away with a 5-3 win. 
(Photo credit: Theresa Haseltine)

COMMUNITY —
U16 A Snipers earn 5-3 win against Guelph in 
season's first meeting
By Spencer Seymour

Emily Deighton's hat trick led the U16 A 
St. Marys Snipers to victory last Satur-
day when they faced the Guelph Preda-
tors for the first time this season.

Despite the first 10 minutes being most-
ly spent in the Predators' end, Guelph 
struck first on the scoreboard at the 
10:13 mark of the first period. It didn't 
take long for St. Marys to respond, how-
ever, with Deighton's first of three in the 
game assisted by Charlee Henderson 
and Leah Van Straaten going in just 36 
seconds later.

Guelph restored their one-goal lead just 
a minute and 10 seconds later, but before 
the first intermission, Trinity Greene 
tied things up at two apiece with an as-
sist going to Adrianna Hollestelle-Black.

In the second, Deighton gave the Snip-
ers their first lead of the contest, firing 
home her second of the game assisted 
by Payton Blight. St. Marys held their 
one-goal lead for close to eight minutes 
in a second frame filled with great saves 
at both ends. Finally, almost eight min-
utes after the Snipers' go-ahead goal, 
the Predators tied the game at 3-3.

Not to be outdone, however, the Snip-
ers continued to push and before the 
second was done, St. Marys buried two 
goals in 47 seconds, first with an un-
assisted marker by Hollestelle-Black 
that held up as the game-winner. Then, 
Deighton completed her hat trick on the 
powerplay to put the Snipers up 5-3, 
with assists going to Greene and Chloe 
Bouchard.
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: Two Strong Sisters

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

Frances (or Fanny) Moore was born in April 1840 
in County Antrim, Ireland, the oldest daughter of 
John Moore and Mary McClintock. Her sister Mar-
garet, was born a year and a half later in October 
1841. When Fanny and Margaret were 16 and 14 
years old, the family immigrated to Canada. By the 
time of the 1861 census, John Moore had a farm in 
Blanshard Township. He and Mary were parents of 
a large family – four sons and seven daughters. 

Only six of the daughters were still at home. In 
November 1859, Fanny Moore married 25-year-
old John Adam, a young man born in Lanarkshire, 
Scotland, the owner of the Empire Hotel at the 
northwest corner of Wellington and Queen Streets 
in St. Marys. Life was busy for Fanny. She helped 
John manage the hotel and also became the mother 
of five children – two boys and three girls. In those 
days, the mortality rate for babies was high. One 
of Fanny and John’s daughters, Mary, died in 1863 
when she was just one year old. That was sad but 
Fanny’s life as a wife and mother took a more dif-
ficult turn on August 6, 1866, when her husband, 
John, died, age 32. Just ten days later, their son, 
Davis Manwell, age 16 months, died as well. Fanny 
would have had little time for mourning. She was 
left a single mother of three young children and a 
business to run.

She advertised in contemporary directories and 
gazetteers to promote her hotel. The 1867 Perth 
County Directory lists: ADAM, Mrs. J., proprietress, 
Empire Hotel, Queen Street. In 1868, Fanny bought 
a full-page display ad in the Great Western Gazet-
teer. She promised: “Commercial Travellers and the 
public generally will find ample accommodation 
with careful Hostlers and Moderate Charges.” In 
Lovell’s 1871 Business and Professions Directory, 
the listing read: Adam, Mrs. Fanny, wid. John, pro-
prietress, Empire Hotel, Queen Street. There were 
seven other St. Marys hotels listed in this directo-
ry – considerable competition. To operate her hotel 
successfully, Fanny needed both energy and a good 
business sense.

Fanny managed the family’s affairs until her son, 
John, just two when his father died, was old enough 
to take responsibility. Looking to the future, Fanny 
purchased property – four large lots in the north 
ward of the town in the block bounded by Water, 
Widder and Wellington Streets. In 1870, she com-
missioned local contractor, Robert Barbour, to build 
a house on each lot – two limestone and two brick. 
Fanny and her family lived in the brick house fac-
ing Wellington Street, now 100 Wellington Street 
North, and she rented out the other three as a source 
of income. Mostly, her tenants were relatives. The 
limestone cottage at 106 Wellington Street North 
was rented to her sister and brother-in-law, Marga-
ret and Alexander Beattie. This week’s photograph, 
taken in 1980, shows the Beattie home with part 
of Fanny’s house, just down the hill, visible in the 
background.

In 1862, Margaret Moore married Alexander Be-
attie. Like John Adam, Beattie was a Scot with an 
entrepreneurial spirit. He was born in 1832 in Kin-
cardineshire in northeastern Scotland. His father, 
John, was a small-town grocer and taught his son 
the trade. John Beattie died in 1856 and soon af-
ter that, Alexander left Scotland for Canada. He 
may have come to St. Marys because, in July 1857, 
his older brother, the Reverend David Beattie, was 

appointed minister of a new Free Presbyterian 
Church in this community. This small congregation 
lasted only a few years before it amalgamated with 
the larger Presbyterian Church on Widder Street. 
David Beattie moved to another town. Alexander 
however, stayed in St. Marys, married Margaret 
Moore, and established a store, A. Beattie & Co., in 
the limestone commercial block on the northwest 
corner of Queen and Church Streets. Alexander 
and Margaret had five daughters and two sons. One 
daughter, year-old Mary, died on August 17, 1866 – 
just one day after Fanny Adam’s 14-month-old son 
had died.

Beattie’s store advertised weekly in the St. Marys 
Argus, promoting its convenient location beside 
the market square. A. Beattie & Co. sold a variety 
of items: wines, liquors, groceries, dress goods and 
floor coverings. The business steadily grew until it 
was the most successful general store in St. Marys 
and had expanded to establish branches in several 
other communities. This required the investment 
of a great deal of hard work and Margaret did her 
part. It appears from the information in the 1871 
census that the upper portion of the two-storey 
building provided living quarters for the Beatties 
and for several members of their staff. As well as 
raising her family, Margaret was the landlady to 
eight young, single men between the ages of 19 and 
26. Six were clerks, one was a porter and one, Rob-
ert Dickson, age 23, was identified as a merchant. 
Dickson later became Beattie’s business partner.

Eventually the second storey was needed as space 
for tailors and dressmakers in the store’s expand-
ing departments for made-to-measure men’s and 
women’s clothing. A millinery department was also 
added. The clerks found other accommodation and 
the Beattie family moved into a house of their own. 
Alexander Beattie could have afforded to purchase 
a suitable residence. In fact, he owned several 
properties in various parts of St. Marys, rented out 
for income. However, the Beatties became tenants 
themselves in one of Fanny Adam’s new houses, a 
lovely limestone cottage on a spacious corner lot. 
The two sisters now lived side by side and their 
children could grow up together. It was also a way 
for the Beatties to assist the fatherless Adam fam-
ily. 

But change came to the Beatties. In 1888, Alexan-
der Beattie was unwell and on March 5, he put his 
signature on his last will and testament. Marga-
ret had always worked beside him and Alexander 
named her as one of his executors along with James 
Sclater, a neighbour, and Robert Dickson, his busi-

ness partner. Alexander Beattie died on April 25, 
1888, age 56. Although the Beatties’ oldest daugh-
ter, Katherine, was married with a household of her 
own, the other five children were still at home; the 
youngest, Maggie, was just nine years old. 

Alexander Beattie’s will included bequests to rel-
atives and long-time employees in his business, 
and to the Presbyterian Church. Margaret was well 
provided for. She would receive an annuity and the 
rental income from all his real estate. Beattie also 
charged his executors with continuing his business 
“as at present” under the sole management of Rob-
ert Dickson. The business did continue seamless-
ly: a large display ad promoting the arrival of new 
hats, caps and fabrics ran in the St. Marys Argus on 
May 3, the same week as the description of Alexan-
der Beattie’s funeral. 

There were changes for Fanny as well. After liv-
ing as a widow for 20 years, in 1886, she married 
John Weir, a 52-year-old bachelor and successful 
businessman, the owner of Cadzow Park and the 
large limestone house that is today the St. Marys 
Museum. Weir left Cadzow in the hands of other 
family members and moved into Fanny’s house on 
Wellington Street. In 1887, perhaps aware that Al-
exander Beattie’s health was failing, the Weirs sold 
Margaret Beattie the house that her family had 
rented for so many years.

By the census of 1891, Fanny’s son, John Moore 
Adam, was a merchant, building a successful gro-
cery and hardware business. Margaret’s children 
were also becoming adults and creating lives of 
their own. Perhaps in this interlude, the two sisters 
had time to enjoy each other’s company, reminisce 
about their childhood in Ireland and, aware of all 
they had accomplished, look back on the years of 
hard work to make prosperous lives for their fami-
lies in St. Marys.

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
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COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  A Ukrainian Christmas
By VJ Knutson

“Will there be presents at Ukrainian 
Christmas?” 7-year-old Demian asked 
me this week during preparations.   
To my ‘Yes’ he asked: “Who is buying 
me these presents?”  Try as I might, 
I could not convince him that Santa 
Claus was behind it all.

Of course, Demian is right; there was 
much more to Sunday’s Christmas 
Celebration than a jolly man and his 
bag of toys.   But toys there were, and 
gifts for moms and dads, and so much 
more, but I get ahead of myself.

A few of us hosts started talking about 
Christmas back when snow was a ru-
moured thing, and Ukrainians arrived 
with what little they could carry in a 
suitcase.  We talked about honouring 
their traditions, and making them feel 
like they belonged.  In the beginning, 
we envisioned a small gathering of 
guests and hosts in our seniors’ club-
house, but months passed, and more 
people became involved and pretty 
soon we knew we needed a bigger 
hall.

Enter Gwen Ament, with all her wis-
dom and guidance, and an offer of 
space.  The St Marys Presbyterian 
Church has become like a second 
home for all things Ukrainian: En-
glish classes, conversation circle, and 
this past Sunday, a Ukrainian Christ-
mas.

In the Ukrainian Orthodox tradition, 

Christmas is celebrated January 7th.  
When I shared with my friend Nora 
Doan that we wanted to host a cele-
bration, she shared our vision with 
her sorority, and her neighbours, and 
even her aquafit buddies.  They all of-
fered to help.

Nora and her friend, Helen, drove in 

from London for our first planning 
meeting.  “We’ll do the setup, service, 
and clean up,” they offered.  “Plus, 
we’ll supply gifts for each of the fam-
ily members, and bake cookies for 
the party.”  The sorority also got to-
gether and made snowmen bearing 
Ukrainian/Canadian flags as table 
decorations and souvenirs.

At the time of that meeting, our list 
of Ukrainian guests was 48.  From 
November to this week, the numbers 

grew to 76.  Citizens of St Marys an-
swered my plea for more Secret San-
tas and dropped off gifts for the add-
ons.

A Ukrainian Christmas would not 
be complete without traditional 
Ukrainian food.  Thanks to dona-
tions from the community, we were 
able to supply food so that the ladies 
could prepare their favourites.  Tania 
Romaniuk and Nataly Shyshkivska 
sat down with me to plan the menu 
and shopping list, and coordinated 
the cooking crew.  For two days they 
toiled and I think everyone would 
agree with me that the outcome was a 
gourmand’s dream.

More than 150 people attended Sun-
day’s event, including hosts and vol-
unteers.  Vira Furman, accompanied 
by Dave McPherson, greeted the at-
tendees with violin and guitar music.  
Later she sang “Invincible Ukraine” 
whose powerful lyrics brought us all 
to tears. In a spontaneous moment, 
all Ukrainians performed a tradition-
al carol.

In the midst of all the excitement, in 
a rare moment of pause, it hit me that 
what motivated Ric and I to become 
involved in the first place were the 
images of young families fleeing the 
war.  “That could be our kids,” I re-
member saying over and over.   What 
we hadn’t expected is that these same 
people would become like family.

So glad we got involved.  So glad all of 
you did too.

Till next time.

Pictured clockwise from upper left:  Alona Zabihailo with baby David (Lorna Par-
kinson); a snowman; Bonnie Forron and Sophia Buriak (Bonnie Forron); Rayan 
(Tanya Golub);  Nastya Vecherenko, VJ Knutson, Aline Shyshkivska, Vasylisa Shy-
shkivska, and Sofiia Romaniuk in front.  (Photos by Nastya Vecherenko)
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How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player
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Resort hotels, like the rest of 
the tourism trade, took a huge 
hit during Covid. Previously 
busy destinations turned into 
virtual ghost towns. 

So what about a resort like 
Sensira, a new family-friend-
ly destination on Mexico’s 
Riviera Maya? It could not 
even depend on a post-Covid 
return of loyal customers 
because it was scheduled to 
open for the first time when 
the pandemic hit.

The owners and planners of 
Sensira decided to accept the 
crisis as an opportunity. They 
used the down time to make 
their already-impressive re-
sort even better.

I was in Mexico as a guest 
of Swoop Airlines which was 
launching their inaugural 
London, Ontario to Cancun 
flights and of the Sensira Re-
sort and Spa. 

On one of our day trips, we 
drove from Sensira through 
Cancun and then caught the 
same view from the flip side, 
as we took small speedboats 
out into the waters off Can-
cun. What was clear, from 

both perspectives, was that 
the Cancun and Riviera Maya 
district is not lacking in hotels 
and resorts. There are literal-
ly hundreds of such all along 
the Mexican coast. 

So how in the world does a 
resort make itself stand out in 
this forest of tourist accom-
modations?

The designers of Sensira 
have found a number of ways. 
As I mentioned, the resort is 
family-friendly to an extreme 
degree. Four of the five pools 
are open to all ages. There is 
a nursery, a place for toddlers 
and programs and facilities 
for older kids. Parents can 
drop their children off and 
leave with a beeper so they 
know that if there is an issue, 
they’ll be notified immediate-
ly. Our tour guide at the hotel 
even noted, with some appar-
ent personal distaste, that the 
nursery staff will change di-
apers.

While important to the big 
picture at Sensira, I was un-
derstandably not enthralled 
by the children’s programs.

But what got me convinced 
that this place is indeed 
somewhere special  were 
three features of the resort: 
the spa, the high-end restau-
rant and the lack of bracelets.

Bracelets? By this I mean 
there were none of those 
arm bands that distinguish 
the various categories of 
guests, dictating free drinks 
for those paying more, and so 
on. At Sensira, explained our 
guide, “There are no brace-
lets – everybody is a VIP.” And 
they mean it. Their bars are 

stocked with premium brands 
of spirits, wine and beer. If 
you want a really good Scotch, 
you will be happily satisfied. 
Although you may never 
make it past the mango mo-
jitos – just a word to the wise.

The “everybody is a VIP” 
mantra extends to the ex-
quisite, gourmet restaurant 
called “Galerie Des Sens” 
where all guests are entitled 
to book a dining experience. 
Pre-Covid, the restaurant was 
intended to be a rather stan-
dard French restaurant; the 
break presented an opportu-
nity to improve on that and 
the unique Galerie is proof 
that they did.

Chef John Bertrand is the key. 
A brilliant chef, born in Mex-
ico, he has been accurately 
described as “one of the most 
creative and avant-garde 
chefs in Mexico.” The cuisine 
is both fabulous and unpre-
dictable – a succession of a 
dozen or so small plates fea-
turing whatever was best and 
freshest at the market and 
the docks that day. At the end 
of our meal, I was presented 
with a questionnaire asking, 
“What was your favourite 
course?” My reply? “Impos-
sible question – all were ter-
rific. An amazing fusion of 
tastes, creativity, surprises 
and sheer culinary talent.”

And then, there is the spa. I 
was asked if I would like a spa 
treatment. That’s a no-brain-
er. I signed up for a 50-min-
ute relaxation massage. They 
booked it for 4 p.m., and told 
me to arrive at 3 p.m. Which 
seemed confusing.

The mystery was solved as I 
realized the complexity of a 
Sensira spa treatment. I ar-
rived at 3 p.m. After the usual 
paperwork, a wellness pro-
cess began unlike anything 
I have experienced before. I 
was ushered into a 54 degree 
Celsius sauna where I am 
sure I sweated off significant 
poundage in about eight min-
utes. From there, I was led to 
a steam room for a brief stay, 
followed by a tepid shower.

That done, I was directed to 
the elegant hydro-therapy 
pool where I sat under cas-
cading water which massaged 
my shoulders and then stood 
in front of a jet stream that 
worked my lower back.

Then, into a cold - I do mean 
cold – plunge pool. For the 
good of my pores, they told 
me. I stood in the pool, shiv-
ering. “No,” said my hostess. 
“Right under!” I obeyed.

From there into a hot tub for 
ten minutes of sheer relax-
ation. Followed by a second 
dip into the plunge pool. Only 
then, after about an hour of 
hydrotherapy, was I led to the 
massage room, where, after 
being offered a delightful se-
lection of scented oils, did I 
have an uber-relaxing mas-
sage.

And these, it seems to me, 
are the ways to make a re-
sort stand out in the midst 
of hundreds of competitors. 
I can honestly say, if you are 
looking for a family get-away 
in an ocean-front resort, you 
won’t find anything better 
than Sensira.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

One of four kid-friendly pools at Sensira. All photos by Paul Knowles The ocean-front Sensira Resort, where almost every room offers a view of the ocean.

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: How to stand out in a forest of resorts

By Paul Knowles

Sensira Resort, a brand new resort hotel in the Riviera Maya.
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Thorndale Dinner Theatre is back!
THORNDALE —

By Nancy Abra

After two years, the Thorndale Din-
ner Theatre is back. This year’s per-
formance is ‘Crazy Horses’ by En-
glish playwright, Mark Norman.

Crazy Horses is a ‘Monty Python’ 
type English comedy set in a cha-
otic Heaven. The Department of the 
Apocalypse is in a mess. Its over-
heads are soaring and its lead-time 
on mortality is not being cost effi-
cient. A consultant suggested that 
God be inventive and switch the 
roles of his Horsemen – Famine, 
Death, War and Plague. These apoc-
alyptic models are all challenged 
with issues of their own, from an-
ger management to misfortune and 
job description blunders. And then 
there is Satan. Now arises another 
set of problems.

Crazy Horses is a two-act play con-
sisting of a cast of eleven talented 
area residents, with Joe Facey and 
Jennifer Smale, their co-directors. 
Marylou Bontje is their stage man-
ager, with Jackie Malleck overseeing 
all the aspects of this production. 
There is also a large behind the 
scenes crew involved in costumes, 
set design, building props, sound 
and lighting. 

The Thorndale Dinner Theatre 
will take place over the course of 
two weekends in February at the 
Thorndale Lion’s Community Cen-
tre. These performances will also 

include a delicious meal. Dorches-
ter United Church is in charge of 
the roast beef dinner for Saturday, 
February 18th; the Thorndale Lions 
Club, the Sunday brunch on Febru-
ary 19th. The following weekend, the 
Thorndale Fair Homecraft Division 
is preparing the roast beef dinner on 
Friday, February 24th. For the final 
evening performance on Saturday, 
February 25th, the roast beef dinner 
will be prepared by Thorndale Unit-
ed Church. 

Producer, Jackie Malleck stated, 
“there will be a few challenges this 
year with our new community cen-
tre. The stage has to be built offsite, 
then will be carefully disassembled, 
moved to the community centre, 
then re-constructed three days be-
fore our opening night. But with our 
creative and resourceful crew, we are 
hoping everything works out accord-
ing to plan. Also, we will have cameo 
appearances by area residents each 
play performance. They could easily 
be one of your neighbours.” 

For more information, contact Jack-
ie at 519-461-0218 or jackiemal-
lec@gmail.com Tickets for the 2023 
Thorndale Dinner Theatre can be 
purchased at Thorndale Ace Hard-
ware (519-461-0280).  There are 
also tickets available for the Friday, 
February 17th dress rehearsal which 
does not include a dinner. All tickets 
are cash or cheque only.

As construction on Wellington St. progresses, to access the funeral home, take 
Church St. South from Queen St. and then turn right (West) onto Jones St. to 

enter the funeral home parking areas.
Parking either in the half circle driveway next to Jones St. or driving around the 

building on the East side to the parking lot on the South side of the funeral home.
The Wellington St. door entrance is still open.The accessible entrance to the 

funeral home is at the end of the porch at the Northeast corner of the building.

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

Thorndale Youth programming
By Arden McClean

The ‘Boys & Girls London’ (BGC) 
Thorndale Club is kicking off 2023 
with lots of new youth programs. 
There is something for everyone in-
cluding sports, musical theatre, up-
cycling projects, virtual cooking ses-
sions and a youth only event at the 
end of January.

Parents and Guardians, if you have 
children in grades 4 and up and you 
are looking for things to keep them 
busy this winter, check out what BGC 
is offering by following ‘Youth of 
Thorndale’ on Facebook or through 
the BGC website at https://www.
bgclondon.ca/children-youth-pro-

grams/rural-programs 

Many of the youth programs in 
Thorndale are run by talented local 
residents. But they are always looking 
to add more activities, so feel free to 
reach out to the Program Coordina-
tor, Carly Moir at cmoir@bgclondon.
ca if you have a skill that you would 
like to share with our youth. Also, if 
you have an idea for something that 
Thorndale area youth may be inter-
ested in learning, please reach out to 
this Program Coordinator. Any sup-
port is greatly appreciated, as BGC 
is invested in creating meaningful 
opportunities to keep Thorndale and 
area youth engaged and active.

Estate Planning is 
essential to ensure 

that your last wishes 
are followed. 

See us to make certain things 
are in order
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Squeakers

What kind of shoes 

does a mouse 

wear?

Shauna Barber (2)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

- Word Search -

Weird events

Creepy

Anomalies

Legend

Mysterious

Bad luck

Spooky

Superstitions

Unlucky

Scary

Black cat

FRIDAY THE THIRTEENTH
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Roare, an 11 year 
old lab.  Roare was rescued by the Burchill 

family when she was 7 1/2 years old 
and she has been the best dog for the 

family.  She loves that she has the children, 
Malynn and Duncan, to play with.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Holiday Pet Safety Tip #2
Tinsel

Avoid decorating with tinsel. If 
swallowed , tinsel can obstruct a 

pet's digestive system.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com

Sudoku

Id: 107345

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

5 2 6
2 1 6 3
6 7 3

1 2 5
5

8 9
4 1 9 5 8

9 2
7 3 2

Solution
1 3 5 9 7 2 8 6 4

2 9 4 1 8 6 5 3 7

6 8 7 5 4 3 9 2 1

4 1 9 6 3 7 2 8 5

8 2 3 4 5 9 7 1 6

7 5 6 8 2 1 3 4 9

3 4 1 2 9 5 6 7 8

9 6 2 7 1 8 4 5 3

5 7 8 3 6 4 1 9 2

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

Have you been affected by someone else’s drinking?
Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday 

& Saturday. Call for time and place.
1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755
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By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

A shiny new year brings a brand-new round of 
Read. Track. Win! You know the drill, kids; read 
for at least 1 hour a week to be entered into the 
weekly prize draw and to receive a ticket for the 
grand prize draw of a Nintendo Switch Lite! Sign 
up on Beanstack and get tracking that awesome 
reading today: stmaryspubliclibrary.beanstack.
org.

This Week’s Recommendation 

The Marianas Trench is the deepest point on 
earth, and Challenger Deep is the point at its 
bottom. Here is where we find Caden Bosch, 
a young man on a ship of colourful characters 
headed for this very spot. As the ship’s artist in 
residence, Caden is charged with the very import-
ant mission of documenting the perilous journey 
through art, a job challenging enough without 
the threat of mutiny percolating throughout the 
ship. Will the crew make it to their destination? 
Or will the quest go up in flames? Climb aboard 

with Neal Shusterman’s nothing-is-as-it-seems 
novel “Challenger Deep”, found in the YA section 
and on Libby.

Up This Week

Friday, Jan. 13th: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Jan. 14th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Jan. 16th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Jan. 17th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Wednesday, Jan. 18th: Writing Club (6:00pm)

Thursday, Jan. 19th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Straight from the Shelves LOOKING
BACK

1,000 pints of blood
By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

Hospitals in Perth County will receive nearly $870,000 
to cover the cost of restructuring operations, Perth MLA 
Johnson announced last week. St. Marys Memorial Hos-
pital will receive $477,600.

You should probably have at least one, and preferably 
two or three in your home now. As part of the Fire Pro-
tection and Prevention Act, smoke alarms are now a re-
quirement for all homes, not just a suggestion.

Interested in protecting your own property and your 
neighbours? Then plan to attend an organizational 
meeting for the new St. Marys Neighbourhood Watch 
program on January 15 at Town Hall. Recreation Co-
ordinator Sharon Barnes is the town’s liaison for the 
program.

50 years ago (1973)

Several men are busy with clearing, grubbing and 
tree-trimming operations around town, using the $4,000 
granted St. Marys under the Provincial winter-works 
scheme. It is expected some money will be available 
from this fund for further work along the banks of Trout 
Creek in early Spring.

The Perth District Health Unit office, formerly located 
at Town Hall, has been moved to St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital. One result of this move is that prenatal class-
es will commence in the hospital physiotherapy depart-
ment. 

The area blood bank will receive blood, literally in 
buckets, if present plans now reaching conclusion by 
the energetic members of the St. Marys Kinsmen Club 
bear “fruit” in the form of the 1,000-pint objective of the 
local group.

75 years ago (1948)

S.M. Bolton has purchased the Lester Stevens Grocery 
store, corner of Park and Church Streets.

Local police have been checking on motorists who still 
leave their cars parked on the town streets all night. 
This hampers the efforts of snowplow man Stan Bean 
in his early morning rounds.

The students at Nazareth House are enjoying hockey 
on their fine outdoor rink. They hope to build a larger 
rink another year when piping is available to allow the 
ice to be placed in a more level area on the south side 
of the park.

One teenage lass whose birthday was celebrated over 
the weekend received the startle of her life when her 
girlish tresses took fire while blowing out the seventeen 
candles on her birthday cake. Quick action by fellow 
diners prevented a complete singe.

100 years ago (1923)

The Public Health Nurse’s annual report to Council was 
as follows: Classroom inspections, 567; dressings, 16; 
visits to school children, 66; infant visits, 11; child wel-
fare visits, 9; birth registration visits, 2; adult visits, 33; 
not found, 5; bedside care given, 7; times clinics held, 4.

While driving to the stock yards with two fat cattle in 
the sleigh, Mr. R. Bell of Avonton turned off the road 
in front of Morrison’s blacksmith shop to avoid a large 
truck, and as the heavy beasts leaned over the downside 
of the box, the sleigh suddenly upset, throwing Mr. Bell 
and the beasts to the ground. Luckily, he was driving a 
quiet team or the damage might have been consider-
able. Both animals were uninjured.

COLUMN —

???
???

Pop Up Indoor Markets
Saturday January 21 & February 18

8 a.m. until 12 noon at the PRC.

Proudly serving the community
for nearly 20 years!

Please contact Norraine Galloway,
Your water treatment specialist.

519.871.8069
Norraine.galloway@culliganwater.ca
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Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday 
& Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755

OBITUARY

Bentum
BENTUM, Beverly “Bev” 
(nee Herman)- Passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 3rd, 2023, at St. Marys 
Hospital, in her 89th year. 
Beloved wife of the late Jim 
Bentum (1988). Loving mother 
of Donny (Karen) and Kim 
(Tony) Masseo. Cherished 
grandmother of Lee (Joe). 
Predeceased by her mother 

Helen Herman (nee Monteith), loving aunts Oliverne 
“Aunt Vernie”, Dorothy, and Elsie, uncles Eddie, Mel-
bourne, Roy, Jimmy, Gordon, and Donny and loving 
great nieces and nephews. 
Bev was a long-time employee of Loblaws and had 
gained many friends throughout her career.  She 
was adored by so many, especially with that beautiful 
smile and warm welcome. She had the most conta-
gious laugh, and her amazing sense of humour will 
be greatly missed. Bev loved her home that was built 
with her late husband Jim and had true, unconditional 
love for her family, her friends, and her little furry pets. 
Simply put Bev loved life. Friends are invited to join 
the family Friday, January 6th, 2023, at Brock and 
Visser Funeral Home, Thamesford Chapel, 177 Dun-
das St., Thamesford (519-285-2427) from 10 am to 11 
am with the service taking place at 11:00 am. Crema-
tion to follow. If desired, memorial contributions to the 
Kingsway Lodge or Alzheimer Society would be great-
ly appreciated. Personal condolences and donations 
may be arranged online at www.brockandvisser.com
The family would like to send a very sincere and 
special thank you to the staff at Kingsway Lodge, 
especially to the team on the 3rd floor, for their truly 
exceptional care, kindness, and compassion shown 
towards Bev.
“Thank you for making our mom your grandma.”
A special thank you to Dr. Trevail and his team, es-
pecially Janice. A special thank you to Dr. Thompson, 
in London, and a very special thank you to Dr. Henry 
Chapeskie and his team for their many years of care. 
Also, thank you to St. Marys Hospital. 

OBITUARY

Thompson
Vernon Oliver Thompson 
passed away peacefully on 
December 27, 2022 at St. 
Marys Memorial Hospital in 
his 93rd year.  He lived a full 
life on his terms, with a gen-
erous spirit and a charitable 
heart. He was a loving hus-
band of 64 years to Bessie 
(née Hotson) and a caring 

father to Gary (Yvonne). Vernon was also a proud 
grandfather to Zachary (Steffi) and Evan (Emma). He 
is survived by his sister, Anna Stephens, brother-in-
law, Donald (Edna) Hotson, and sister-in-law, Lillian 
Marziali. Vernon will also be missed by his many be-
loved nieces and nephews. Vernon was predeceased 
by his sister, Helen McLean-Nethercott, his sister-
in-laws, Mary Kellestine and Grace Sparks, and his 
brother-in-laws Lloyd McLean, Gordon Nethercott, Bill 
Stephens, Webb Kellestine, John Sparks and  Volly 
Marziali. 
Vernon began his life on a farm on Perth Road 163 
(Mitchell Road) and finished public school at Mother-
well SS1.  As a teenager, he did cement construction 
with Lloyd McLean and helped his father on the farm. 
In 1957, Vernon, Gordon and Jim Evans started up 
Evans and Thompson Badger business installing for-
age and manure equipment. Vernon loved hard work 
and enjoyed his life as a full-time farmer in Mother-
well, owning and operating both his home farm and 
the former Scott farm. Vernon and Bessie later moved 
to St. Marys and lived there for 26 years. 
Vernon was an active member of the Mother-
well-Avonbank Presbyterian Church and served on 
both the Motherwell Presbyterian Church Board and 
the Avonbank Cemetery Board. A man of many and 
varied talents and interests, Vernon wholeheartedly 
loved music and art, avidly treasured many antiques 
and collectibles, keenly travelled the world, and gladly 
helped his friends, family, and neighbours. 
Cremation has taken place and a memorial service 
to honour Vernon’s life will be held on January 27, 1 
pm at the St. Marys United Church, 85 Church St. S., 
St. Marys, with reception to follow. Spring interment 
in Avonbank Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations may be made to the St. Marys Healthcare 
Foundation or the charity of your choice. Online con-
dolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

van der Holst
Leone van der Holst (Young-
son) passed away peacefully 
at Kingsway Lodge on Jan-
uary 2, 2023 at the age of 
90. Predeceased by her hus-
band Bill (2006). Survived by 
daughter Deb van der Holst 
and her sons Scott and Mi-
chael. Sister of Mary Conley 
(Ray) and predeceased by 
brothers Gerald, Jack and Bill. 

Cremation has taken place. A Memorial Service was 
conducted at the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home 
on Monday, January 9, 2023.  Interment in St. Marys 
Cemetery at a later date. Memorial donations may 
be made to Ontario Heart & Stroke or charity of 
choice. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneral-
home.ca. 

OBITUARY

Clarke-Coward
“Liam” William Thomas 
Clarke-Coward passed away 
suddenly, with family by his 
side, at St. Catharines Gen-
eral Hospital on December 
31, 2022, nine days from his 
29th birthday. Loving partner 
and best friend of Paul Shep-
pard and his fur-baby Watson. 
Son of Laurie Coward-Hanson 
(Bill). Brother of Hayden Ire-

dale-Coward, Bonnie Clarke-Wall (Nic) and their son 
Henry. Nephew of Tamie “Sam” Robertson-Coward 
(Stacey), Amie Shackleton (Derek) and their daughter 
Kenzie. Brother-in-law of Sarah Sheppard-Gagnon 
(Don) and son Adam. Will be missed by many extend-
ed family members. Predeceased by his grandparents 
Leon Coward (2020) and also Bonnie (Armstrong) 
Coward (2007). 
A Graveside Service was conducted at the St. Marys 
Cemetery on January 7, 2023 at 11 am. A celebration 
of Liam’s life will also take place at the Silver Spire 
Church United Church, 366 St. Paul Street, St. Catha-
rines, on Saturday, January 14, 2023 at 1:00pm. 
After growing up in St. Marys, Liam moved to Niagara 
to begin the next chapter of his life. Liam excelled at 
his academics, graduating from Brock University with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree with First Class Honours in 
Political Science. Though Liam was accepted into a 
Master’s degree program at the University of Water-
loo, it was cut short by the COVID pandemic. 
After a successful tenure in Niagara’s wine industry, 
where he was a Team Leader at Trius Winery, Liam 
turned his attention to putting his political science de-
gree into practice by working for the NDP. Liam first 
had the honour to work as a Constituency Assistant 
for St. Catharines MPP Jennie Stevens; subsequently, 
he undertook a position as the Legislative Assistant 
for Ottawa-Nepean MPP Chandra Pasma, based at 
Queen’s Park. 
In addition to his employment work, Liam believed in 
investing in his community and engaged in multiple 
volunteer projects; in particular, Liam was passionate 
about anything that promoted greater equity and inclu-
sion for members of the LGBTQ2+ community. Liam 
was a member of the St. Catharines city council’s 
inaugural LGBTQ2+ advisory committee; during his 
tenure, he worked to see the city install its first Pride 
crosswalk. 
Liam was proud to take up a volunteer post as a 
Director for Positive Living Niagara. Liam received 
numerous awards and scholarships, however he was 
most proud of winning the Brenda Baldwin UNITY 
Award for Excellence in Volunteerism (2022) - Pre-
sented by Pride Niagara, voted on by the Niagara 
LGBTQ2+ community. Memorial donations may be 
made to Positive Living Niagaraor Tanner Steffler 
Foundation. Online condolences at www.hodgesfuner-
alhome.ca.

THANK YOU

Chambers
I would like to thank all my family and friends for 
all the care and compassion given. The thoughtful 
messages and cards were greatly appreciated. A 
special thanks to Jessica's House for all their care 
and compassion.
Sincerely, Jane Chambers

SUBMIT YOUR MEMORIAM, 
THANK YOU, OBITUARY, OR 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Email us at info@stmarysindependent.com or call 519-284-0041
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IN MEMORIAM

Coddington
In loving memory of Nelson Coddington 

January 16,2018
5 years have gone since 
we had to say goodbye.
Everyday in someway 
small
Memories of you come 
our way
Though absent
You are always near
Still missed, still loved
And always dear.

Forever loved by Linda, Rebecca, Gregory, Eric, 
Bradley and families.

OBITUARY

Bragg
Robert David Bragg was born 
to Carman and Clara Bragg 
of Blanchard Township on 
December 11, 1958. He was a 
lifelong resident of St. Marys 
and area. He attended St. 
Marys D.C.V.I. After which 
he worked various jobs.  Rob 
very much enjoyed vintage 
cars. Rob went to the Stone-

town Worship Centre.  He died at St. Marys Memorial 
Hospital on January 3, 2023 after a massive heart 
attack. 
Rob is predeceased by his parents Carman and 
Clara, his brother Ken, and sisters-in-law Pearl and 
Carolyn.  Surviving are his brothers Allen, Rodney, 
James, and Anthony. Also are sisters-in-law Susan 
and Pauline. a niece and nephews, and great nieces 
and nephews. 
A Shared funeral service for both Robert and Ken-
neth Bragg was conducted at the Andrew L. Hodges 
Funeral Home Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, officiated by 
Rev. John Goodwin. Interment took place in St. Marys 
Cemetery. Ken and Rob will be very much missed and 
mourned. Blessings to One and All. Online condolenc-
es at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Frayne
Elizabeth Irene Frayne, in her 
88th year, passed away after a 
short illness at St. Marys Me-
morial Hospital surrounded by 
her loving children on January 
1, 2023. Born in Prospect Hill 
to Mary and Gordon Peacock 
on April 5, 1935. 
She has gone to join her be-
loved husband Harold (2021) 

and son Bill (2013). Left behind are daughter-in-law 
Julie, sons Bob (Angie), Ed (Jean), Jim (Rose), John 
(Ginny) and daughters Sherry (Peter) Fedyk, and 
Patty (Dan) Fugard. Brother and sister-in-law of Ross 
and Marlene Mathers. Grandmother to Lisa, Trisha, 
Chad, Scott, Jared, Mike, Mark, Carrie, Kelly, Marty, 
Joe, Jason, Stacey, Angie, Ryan, Brittany and Zac and 
will also be remembered by 33 great-grandchildren 
and 2 great-great-grandchildren. Besides her parents, 
Betty was predeceased by sister Shirley (Lenord) 
Mills, sisters-in-law Helen (Bob) Patterson, Darlene 
(Russell) Lee, mother and father-in-law George and 
Ella Frayne, daughter-in-law Carol (1987) and infant 
great-grandson Cohan (2013). Mom loved her family 
and were her pride and joy. 
A private family funeral service took place on January 
4, 2023. Spring interment in Kirkton Union Cemetery 
where she will be laid to rest with the love of her life 
Harold. Donations may be made to the St. Marys 
Healthcare Foundation. Online condolences at www.
hodgesfuneralhome.ca. 

OBITUARY

Hill

William Armstrong Hill, February 14, 1926 - January 
7, 2023
We are very saddened to have dad pass, but also 
know that he is at peace. Dad was just shy of his 97th 
birthday, born to Mary (Armstrong) and Frank Hill. 
His passing is a loss of a strong link to the past with 
his wealth of knowledge. Dad is survived by his sister 
Evelyn Matthison, brother-in-law Ross Grant, son 
Stewart and his wife Kathy (Smith), Garry and his wife 
Karen (Lefrançois), his grand-children and his great 
grand-children and many relatives, near and far. 
Dad farmed for many years on the family farm in 
Downie Township, first with his mother and father, 
then many years with mom, June (Grant, 1925-2013), 
and finally helping his son Garry and Karen for many 
more years. Mom and dad enjoyed square dancing, 
their place in Florida, and many trips and cruises to 
several locations including Britain, Europe, Hawaii 
and across Canada and the United States. 
Dad had wanted to drive the Alaska Highway and he 
and mom finally managed to do that in their camper in 
1990. Dad and mom spent their next years at Wood-
land Towers in Stratford, until mom passed away in 
2013. Dad later moved to Spruce Lodge where he 
spent his final three years. 
He was very social and enjoyed visits with many other 
residents. He looked forward to seeing anyone, espe-
cially his family. The staff at both locations have been 
remarkable and helped both mom and dad go from 
this life to the next. We have always appreciated the 
care and respect they showed to dad. 
Dad was pre-deceased by his parents, son Glen 
(2006), grand-daughter Jennie (1982), grand-son Dar-
ren (2001), daughter-in-law Kim (Lambert, 1996), and 
many in-laws. We will miss you dad. You will always 
be in our hearts. Dad’s visitation will be on Thursday, 
January 12 from 1:00 to 3:00. Funeral service will be 
held at 3:00 p.m. For those not able to attend Dad’s 
service may view it through live stream, by clicking on 
the view webcast on the website. 
Interment will be at Avonbank Cemetery in the spring. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Avonton 
Presbyterian Church, Avonbank Cemetery, or a char-
ity of your choice through the W. G. Young Funeral 
Home, 430 Huron St, Stratford. 519.271.7411 www.
wgyoungfuneralhome.com

ANNOUNCEMENT
Look Who's Turning 70!

Open House Celebration for David Mahaffy

Saturday, February 18th, 2023
1pm-4pm

Masonic Lodge, St. Marys
(behind St. Marys Ford)

Light refreshments provided
Your presence is present enough!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

MENDING

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE
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TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!
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MUSIC

������� ����
���������������

�����������
�����

������������
peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

HOME CARE

End of life care providers 
in the comfort of your 

own home.

St. Marys & Surrounding Area
519-777-9393
gracepalliation@gmail.com
www.gracepalliation.com

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com
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Tricounty Winter 
Blend Bird Seed

$15.99 / 25LB
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Sudoku

Id: 107345

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 26

5 2 6
2 1 6 3
6 7 3

1 2 5
5

8 9
4 1 9 5 8

9 2
7 3 2

Solution
1 3 5 9 7 2 8 6 4

2 9 4 1 8 6 5 3 7

6 8 7 5 4 3 9 2 1

4 1 9 6 3 7 2 8 5

8 2 3 4 5 9 7 1 6

7 5 6 8 2 1 3 4 9

3 4 1 2 9 5 6 7 8

9 6 2 7 1 8 4 5 3

5 7 8 3 6 4 1 9 2

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) 600-800
2) Panama hat 
3) The Philippines 
4) Orangutan 
5) Sherlock Holmes 
6) Switzerland and The Vatican
7) Fans of Justin Bieber  
8) Penny Black and Twopenny Blue 
9) William Lyon Mackenzie King
10) 6

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Found
Pair of glasses found at the Flats. Call the Independent Newspaper at
519-284-0041

For Rent
Downtown apt, 3 story walk-up, 3 bedroom, wifi, laundry, util, parking 
included Call 519-697-4985

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. Jan. 01 - Hannah Ritsma, Embro   $50.00

Mon. Jan. 02 - Stephen Coulthard, St. Marys  $50.00

Tues. Jan. 03 - Jenna Hazen, Embro   $50.00

Wed. Jan. 04 - Steve Hinz, Stratford   $50.00

Thur. Jan. 05 - Pat Koch, Tavistock   $50.00

Fri. Jan. 06 - Ken Boyes, Sebringville   $50.00

Sat. Jan. 07 - Jason Baker, Stratford   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

For Sale
Exercise equipment. 
True Elliptical – model XES 900 Console-model CMB2XA-3
www.truefitness.com
Less than 20 hrs usage on it by an 80 yr old
Over $5,000 new asking $2,800
Call 519-284-1087

HELP WANTED

We are hiring a Customer 
Service Representative

We are looking to hire a part or full-time customer 
service representative in a hybrid, fast paced work 
environment. 
Skills required are that you are detail oriented, have 
excellent organizational skills and are able to multi task. 
Experience in the Insurance Industry or previous 
Customer Service experience is an asset but not 
mandatory. 
We offer paid training, profit sharing, and paid sick 
days. 
If you are interested in applying or have any questions, 
please contact erica@stmarysinsurance.ca.

Stratford Police Service
We currently have openings for the following position: 

Please refer to the Stratford Police Service website at 
www.stratford.ca for details of the duties for this position, 
minimum qualifications, and application submission 
process.

Completed application packages for this Park Patrol 
position will be accepted until February 10th, 2023 at 
2:00pm.

Please mail or deliver completed applications to Stratford 
Police Service, 17 George Street West, Stratford, ON 
N5A 1A6.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however 
only those selected for testing will be contacted. 

No phone calls please. 
Applications will not be accepted via facsimile.

Park Patrol

CORRECTION: Last week, we report-
ed on recent results by the U13 C Boys minor hockey 
results. In the article, the team was erroneously re-
ferred to as the U9 C team.

FAREWELL RECEPTION 
FOR REV. JENNY SHARP

January 22, 2023, 1 PM to 3 PM

Please join us for a cup of tea as we say farewell 
to our Reverend Jenny Sharp, of St. James 

Anglican Church, as she embarks on retirement. 

We know many of you have shared special 
moments with her in the past five years in         

St. Marys

Riverwalk Commons 
84 Water Street South

MIXED CRIB LEAGUE
Open to all 18 and over

Every Tuesday at 7 PM at the Legion
(All games at the Legion)

For information or to sign up call
Vic Mansfield 519-284-1542 

PLACE YOUR HELP WANTED AD HERE!
For as low as $35 per week advertise your business in need

Contact us at 519-284-0041 or 
email ads@stmarysindependent.com
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Visit us at stratfordhomefurniture.ca and homefurniture.ca

Jim Fierling
Dealer/OwnerFollow us on:

Main Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

OUTLET OPEN every 2nd & 4th full weekend

STRATFORD
Main store: 519-273-9330, 2954 Hwy 7&8 E | Outlet: 519-273-7453, 617 Douro Street

OUTLET
OPEN JAN. 14 & 15!
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CelebrationCelebration
SALE!SALE!

20232023

CELEBRATE A FRESH START! NEW PRODUCTS | SALE PRICING

SALE

20%20%
OFF

SALE

25%25%
OFF

30%30%
OFF

30%30%
OFF


