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Huron Perth Public Health (HPPH) urges residents 
to keep protecting themselves from respiratory ill-
ness as our community heads into January and be-
yond.

The challenging respiratory illness season in Huron 
Perth continues. HPPH has also received confirma-
tion of a death in Huron-Perth related to influenza. 
The individual was an adult living in the community.

“We send our deepest condolences to the family and 
friends of this individual,” says Dr. Miriam Klassen, 
Huron Perth Medical Officer of Health.  

Influenza is a serious illness that can lead to severe 
outcomes to the very young, the very old and those 
who are immunocompromised.

Influenza continues to circulate in Huron Perth 
and has been causing severe illness in children and 
youth this year. Together with respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) this is putting pressure on the pediatric 
acute care system.

Influenza vaccines continue to be available at phar-
macies, for those ages two and older, and at primary 
care provider (family doctor or nurse practitioner) 
offices for those ages six months and older. 

Layers of Protection 

Protect yourself, your loved ones and the commu-
nity by using layers of protection during this “triple 
threat” season of COVID, RSV and influenza circu-
lating at the same time. These layers include: 

- Staying home if you are sick 

- Screening for respiratory symptoms daily 

- Wearing a mask in indoor public settings 

- Staying up-to-date with vaccines (including 
COVID-19 and influenza) 

- Practicing good hand hygiene 

- Regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces

The Upper Thames River Conserva-
tion Authority (UTRCA) reminds the 
public to exercise extreme caution 
and stay away from all watercours-
es and water bodies during the cur-
rent snowmelt and rain. With schools 
closed over the holiday period, care-
givers are reminded to keep children 
and pets away from watercourses.

Banks adjacent to rivers and creeks 

are very slippery and, when com-
bined with cold, fast-moving water, 
pose a serious hazard. Flood control 
reservoirs are especially dangerous 
due to fluctuating water levels.

Most of the snow on the ground has 
melted and this water is running off 
into watercourses. The Upper Thames 
River watershed has received 15-
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Unseasonably warm temperatures on New Years Eve resulted in foggy conditions 
for the annual Rotary Club fireworks show. (Scott Stroud photo)

Black’s Financial Services
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Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
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Financial Advice call us today!
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Protect yourself 
during the respiratory 
illness season 

Fireworks through the fog

Conservation Authority 
Issues Safety Reminder: Stay 
Away from Watercourses

www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Happy New Year!
Operating Hours:
January 6 & 7: 10am - 7pm
January 8: 10am - 6pm
Book online at 
www.rivervalleygolfandtube.com

Call us for inquiries at 

519.225.2329

Gift cards available online 
for Golf & Tubing!

SAVE UP TO $14000 OFF ON 
RAM CLASSIC 4X4'S

Pickup a great deal on a truck today 
at AllRoads Dodge. We have over 30 

new classics instock ready to go. 
425 Queen St W, St. Marys, ON

AllRoads.ca | 519-284-3308

HOMEFIELD LEGACY REALTY
ST. MARYS, BROKERAGE

Broker of Record Coldwell Banker Home�eld Legacy Brokerage*
150 Queen Street East, St. Marys, ON

Cell: 519-949-0501 | O�ce: 519-284-2381
*Each o�ce is an independently owned & operated member broker of 

Coldwell Banker A�liates of Canada

David Forster
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COMMUNITY —
Mayor Al Strathdee’s New Year message

How to Listen to st. Marys radio

Step 1. Go to www.stmarysradio.com
 2. Click play on the online player

As we enter this new term of Coun-
cil, the Town is well positioned to 
face the many challenges that lie 
ahead. We are pleased to welcome 
two new councillors, Councillor Ayl-
ward and Councillor Lucas, who have 
been working hard to learn the inner 
workings of Town operations. We are 
grateful to retiring Councillors Hain-
er and Winter for their past service 
to our community. As a Council, we 
continue to work on several key stra-
tegic initiatives with our staff, while 
weathering the current challenges of 
recovering from the pandemic.

These past few years have been 
challenging for many on several 
fronts. The Town is working hard to 
restore services to previous levels, 
while adapting to the realities of the 
post-COVID world. Our communi-
ty continues to grow at a stable and 
manageable level. The latest 2021 
census showed our population to be 
7694 residents with a total of 3358 
private dwelling units. There contin-
ues to be great interest in residential 
and commercial development in St. 
Marys. Council has worked to ensure 
that we have policies in place to pro-
mote development, protect our envi-
ronment and plan for the future.

Attainable housing remains an is-
sue throughout Canada. Council has 
made changes to our Official Plan 
and planning policies which will al-
low for new and sustainable forms of 
development and promotes bringing 
new homes to market. We are ex-
ploring partnerships with not-for-
profit agencies, and also working to 
increase our housing supply. We are 
still trying to understand the full 
implications of the Provincial Gov-
ernment’s introduction of Bill 23. 
This legislation is designed to speed 
up the building of residential units. 
However, it will come at a cost to all 
municipalities. Our estimates are 
that $150,000 per year could be lost 

in development fees to the Town of 
St Marys. This means that portions 
of the costs of future infrastructure 
growth will be shifted to the property 
tax base. The upper levels of govern-
ment seem to continuously download 
costs to local governments to solve 
the issues of the day. These types of 
strategies will have many negative 
long term effects. 

Council continues to support a Well-
ness Program for our citizens. More 
information and the range of services 
can be found at www.townofstmarys.
com/stonetownsupports or by calling 
519-284-3272. Our staff continues to 
work with various social agencies, 
churches and the St. Marys Ministe-
rial Association to help those who are 
struggling. We are grateful to partner 
with City of Stratford Social Services, 
the United Way Perth-Huron, the St. 
Marys Presbyterian Church and oth-
er community donors to support our 
Community Outreach Worker. If you 
are in need of assistance, or know 
of someone experiencing homeless-
ness or in need of help, please con-
tact Brittany Petrie at bpetrie@town.
stmarys.on.ca or at 226-261-0098.

We continue to work on our infra-
structure deficit. This year’s pro-
posed budget calls for almost $9 mil-
lion in capital spending. Some of the 
projects include: Town Hall renova-
tions and roof repairs at Town Hall, 
the Municipal Operations Centre and 
the Pyramid Recreation Centre; vari-
ous projects at our sewage treatment 
facility including work on the grit 
removal system and the administra-
tion building; automated pedestrian 
crossings on Water St. S and James 
St. N; upgrades at Milt Dunnell Field 
including the installation of an ac-
cessible dock; reconstruction of the 
skate park on James St., spearhead-
ed by local volunteers; inventory and 
work on trees; a police cruiser re-
placement; commencement of work 

at 14 Church St. N (the Mercury The-
atre Building), and various upgrades 
to sidewalks and roadways. These 
projects are part of our ongoing ef-
forts for continuous improvement 
to our town. We are also exploring 
a number of initiatives to increase 
tourism, better utilize our waterways 
and Quarry, and promote the Town as 
a year-round destination for visitors. 
A copy of the Town’s 2023 operating 
and capital budget can be found at 
www.townofstmarys.com/budget or 
by contacting the Clerks Office at 
519-284-2340.

Council will be updating our strate-

gic priorities this term and we are 
always appreciative of public input. 
We are grateful to work with our 
many citizen advisory committees 
on strategic initiatives. Some of the 
projects coming forward are envi-
ronmental initiatives from the Green 
Committee, a sports wall of fame at 
the PRC from our Recreation and 
Leisure Committee, renovations at 
the Mercury Theatre building as per 
recommendations from our Down-
town Service Location Review Com-
mittee, public art initiatives from our 
Heritage and Culture Committee, as 
well as many other projects that will 
move our Town forward. We have 
tentatively scheduled a “Coffee with 
Council” public session for February 
4th, 2023. Details will be published 
shortly. 

As a Council, we are always cognizant 
of the efforts of the many previous 
volunteers and employees that have 
worked so hard to make our Town 
what it is today. We look forward to 
the challenges of 2023 with optimism 
and continue our work to make this 
the Town Worth Living In. Should 
you ever need to reach me with any 
questions or concerns, please feel 
free to email me at astrathdee@town.
stmarys.on.ca or call me at 519-284-
2340, ext. 246. I wish everyone all the 
best for health and happiness in the 
upcoming year. 

Sincerely,

Mayor Al Strathdee 
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*Fibre optic technology & GIG speed not available in all areas.  Price subject to change.

1,000
Mbps

Up To Speed

Unlimited
Downloads
Guaranteed

Starting at
$64.95

per Month

FUTURE-PROOF YOUR HOME WITH

NO
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Set Up Fees

$
$
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Speeds up to 1 GIG!
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Quote of the Week

“We continue to work on our infrastructure deficit. This year’s 
proposed budget calls for almost $9 million in capital spending. 
Some of the projects include: Town Hall renovations and roof 
repairs at Town Hall, the Municipal Operations Centre and the 
Pyramid Recreation Centre”

- Mayor Al Strathdee
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The St. Marys
Independent

THOUGHTS
OF THE WEEK

An open mind does 
not always require 

an open mouth. 

Tears will get you 
sympathy. Sweat 

will get you results. 

An optimist 
believes we live 
in the best of all 

worlds. A pessimist 
fears this is true. 

Wise sayings often 
fall on barren 

ground; but a kind 
word is never 
thrown away
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Overheard at the Co�ee Shop
Proudly sponsored by:

201 Queen St E, St. Marys, ON • (519) 284-4555
in St. Marys

Have you heard something humorous around town that you think might be of interest to others? 
Either email them to us at info@stmarysindependent.com with the title

"Overheard at The Coffee Shop", call 519-284-0041 or drop by the office to let us know!

Happy New Year 

and to all a good 

diet.
All my resolutions 

go in one year and 

out the other.

 

Pharmacist Prescriptions

Ontario pharmacists will be able 
to  fill prescriptions  without a doc-
tor’s appointment for 13 of “the 
most common ailments.”

The Ministry of Health says that 
as of Jan. 1, 2023, pharmacists can 
prescribe medication for hay fever, 
oral thrush, dermatitis, pink eye, 
menstrual cramps, acid reflux, hem-
orrhoids, cold sores, impetigo, insect 
bites and hives, tick bites, sprains 
and strains, and UTIs.

Gas Tax Cut Extended

The province’s six-month gas tax 
cut, which was set to expire on Dec. 
31, has been  extended for another 
year.

Drivers saw the gas tax cut by 5.7 
cents per litre and the fuel tax re-
duced by about 5.3 cents per litre.

In November the government said 
it would be extending it until Dec. 
31, 2023.

Minimum Wage

The minimum wage will be increas-
ing on Oct. 1; however officials have 
not yet said by how much.

The province has previously in-
dicated it will make a public an-
nouncement on or before April 1, 
2023 about future rate increases.

In October 2022, the minimum wage 
increased by 50 cents.

ODSP payments for those who can 
work

In February, the province will in-
crease the amount of money some-
one on Ontario’s Disability Support 
Program (ODSP) can earn before 

their benefits are impacted. The 
change was announced in the Fall 
Economic Statement. At that time, 
the government said that people 
on ODSP will be able to earn up 
to $1,000 per month without their 
benefits being impacted.

Individuals on the program who get 
more than that amount would keep 
25 cents on the dollar. ODSP recipi-
ents should see this change reflect-
ed in their March 2023 payments, 
officials say.

Naloxone Kits in high-risk Set-
tings

Ontario businesses deemed by the 
government as being a ‘high risk’ 
setting in which opioid overdoses 
could take place will be required to 
have a Naloxone kit on site.

Staycation Tax Credit no more

The Staycation tax credit will expire 
at the end of 2022.

For 2022, Ontarians were able to get 
a 20 per cent personal income tax 
credit on eligible accommodations. 
Individuals and families were able 
to get a maximum credit of $200 or 
$400 respectively as a result.

However, the province’s tourism 
minister has said the province won't 
be extending the program  anoth-
er year, saying it was a temporary 
measure put in place to help the in-
dustry recover from the pandemic.

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce 
and the Tourism Industry Associa-
tion of Ontario have both called for 
the staycation tax to become per-
manent in order to encourage local 
travel.

Changes forthcoming in 2023

*Please note all Boos and Bravos must be signed in order to 
be considered.

Bravos and Boos are submitted by community members and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the St. Marys Independent

Bravo
Because we are still in the Holiday Spirit, we only have Bravos this week.

1) Bravo to the Canadian Tire staff who got my car going after it broke down 
at an intersection in the downtown. Thanks so much 

2) I would like to submit a Bravo to Paul Ballantyne. When I was delivering 
the last Christmas meal on Christmas Eve, I got stuck in a snow drift and he 
not only got my car free, he delivered the last meal to his neighbor on his 
tractor!! Then, the next day, he helped the same neighbor when he ended 
up with plumbing issues because of the cold weather! Thanks, Paul, for be-
ing such a great neighbor. 

3) A great big Bravo to the kind people who shoveled us out of a ditch in the 
Flats on Christmas evening, and then pushed us back onto the road. Thank 
you so much! And we hope the little girl wearing Crocs didn't catch cold!

4) Bravo to Jaxon aka the paper boy. Your beautifully hand drawn Christmas 
card bought a huge smile of delight to all here at the Rotary townhouses. 
You are a talented young man. Thank you for your chats throughout the 
year. Your hard work is always appreciated.

5) On Tuesday Dec 20/22 I was in the drive thru at Tim Hortons and put my 
order in and drove up to the window to pay. The lady told me that the man 
in front had paid for it. I asked her if she knew him and she said no. So, I 
want to thank this gentleman. What a nice surprise. Only you know who you 
are. This really made my day. Thank you.

6) Bravo to Owen who does a great job of delivering the Independent on 
Water Street and also for the special Christmas card he delivered with each 
paper before Christmas. 

7) Bravo to the Coca-Cola delivery man (Dec 19, Variety store on Queen St) 
who walked over to a man in need who was sheltering from the cold wind 
and gave him two bottles of Coca-Cola.
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Swim & Movie Night
A swim AND a movie – sounds like a FUNtastic Friday!

On January 6, youth aged 8 to 13 can enjoy a swim, 
dinner and a movie at the Pyramid Recreation Centre.

Drop off: 4 PM
Pick up: 7 PM
Cost: $25

Spaces are limited; register online today!

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Christmas Tree Collection

Wondering what to do with your Christmas tree?

The Kinsmen Club will once again be doing a curbside 
tree collection on January 7, 2023. 

Please ensure your tree is out by 8 AM and be sure to 
remove all:

• Ornaments 
• Tinsel
• Lights

If you wish to dispose of your tree before January 7, you 
can bring it to the Municipal Operations Centre Yard 
Waste Depot. After January 7, trees can be taken to the 
St. Marys Landfill.

Details: 519-284-2340

Bronze Cross Lifeguard Training
Want to become a lifeguard?

If you’ve taken Bronze Medallion and Emergency First 
Aid (EFA) or Standard First Aid (SFA), then Bronze Cross 
is your next step!

The course will take place January 15, 22, 29, and 
February 5 and 12, 2023.

Register online today!

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

St. John Ambulance Courses

St. John Ambulance is offering two courses at the 
Pyramid Recreation Centre this month to help build 
independence among youth. 

Home Alone Course - January 28, 2023
Ages 10 and up will learn skills for staying home alone.

Babysitting Course - January 29, 2023
Ages 11 to 15 will learn about topics ranging from 
changing diapers to first aid.

Details: townofstmarys.com/activenet or 519-284-2160

Contact us:  519-284-2340  |  townofstmarys.com   

The latest municipal news from the Town of St. Marys

Stonetown 
CrierCrier

30 mm of rain since Friday evening, 
which is further adding to the runoff 
making its way to streams and rivers.

The UTRCA expects streams and riv-
ers to peak in upstream areas (e.g., 
Mitchell, Woodstock) December 31, 
and move towards London in the 
early hours of New Year's day. Water 
levels will remain elevated over the 

remainder of the weekend and into 
next week. Serious flooding is not ex-
pected.

The UTRCA's flood control reservoirs 
at Fanshawe, Wildwood, and Pittock 
Conservation Areas are being oper-
ated to reduce downstream flood-
ing. UTRCA officials are monitoring 
the situation, and will report on any 
changing conditions.

Conservation Authority 
Issues Safety Reminder
Continued from page 1

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-5:30PM

 Ph: 519-284-1302 | info@harrisgreigauto.com  
402 Queen Street W., St. Marys, ON

 Full automotive repair services
 Diagnostics       Alignments 
 Safeties       Tire Sales 
 Honest and Friendly Service

We are back operating at 402 Queen Street W! 
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Sebringville-area organic farmers newest honourees
566 Queen St. E. • 519.284.4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for
Senior of the Week, Contact us at 519-284-0041 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Antony John and Tina Vandenheuvel, a Se-
bringville-area husband and wife who have dedi-
cated their careers to organic farming, are the latest 
honourees of the Stratford Perth Museum Agricul-
ture Wall of Fame.

John McIntosh, chair of the committee, pointed out 
that their influence has extended far beyond Perth 
County.

“The committee is pleased to announce our choice 
from this year’s nominees,” said McIntosh. “This dy-
namic couple have become well-known - not just in 
our area but stretching out to the greater food com-
munity with their organic farm produce marketed 
through their Soiled Reputation business.

“Antony and Tina have proven that agriculture and 
food production and marketing comes in different 
shapes and sizes and we felt they should be recog-
nized for their accomplishments.”

Antony and Tina started their farming careers 
in 1983 at Heuvelholm Farms just north of Se-
bringville, working for Tina’s father, Joe. In 1993 
they bought an 80-acre farm from Tina’s parents in 
Perth East.

At the time Antony was a landscaper and two of 
Stratford’s finest restaurants were among his cli-
ents. It was at this point Antony recognized an op-
portunity to supply local restaurants with vegeta-
bles, most notably salad greens, and by 1993 the 
couple founded their farm operation, Soiled Rep-
utation.

By 1999 Soiled Reputation had achieved certified 
organic status, and has maintained that standard 
every year since. Soiled Reputation expanded rap-
idly, growing into a year-round operation of 15,000 
square feet of greenhouses and 28 certified organic 
acres, making it one of the largest certified organic 
market gardens in Canada.

Today, hundreds of varieties of unique and hard to 
find culinary vegetables are produced (over 20 va-
rieties of tomatoes alone).

During the peak months of summer, the farm pro-
duces almost 500 pounds of various salad mixes 
every week, all picked one leaf at a time, and thou-
sands of pounds of gourmet vegetables.

Since its inception, the work force to plant, weed, 
and harvest all this food has been entirely local. 
Since 2012, over 130 jobs have been created by 
Soiled Reputation Farm, and many of the workers 
come back year after year. Today, the 16 acres of 
field crops and 15,000 square feet of greenhouses 
generate an annual income equivalent to a 500-
acre cash crop operation.

“Tina and I are deeply honoured and humbled by 
our induction into the Stratford Perth Museum’s 
Agricultural Wall of Fame,” said Antony. “To have 
our life’s work held up for regard in a county fa-
mous for it’s agricultural output is one of the high-
lights of a career in organic farming together.”

Soiled Reputation has established itself as the in-
dustry standard for high-end, locally grown organic 
produce.

Their vegetables grace the tables of some of the 
finest restaurants in Toronto, Niagara, Stratford, 

Kitchener-Waterloo, and London and chefs from all 
over the world visit the farm or seek out the food 
grown there.

That announcement was made at the Stratford 
Perth Museum’s Innkeepers’ Dinner in October. 
Historically, the Agriculture Wall of Fame announc-
ments are made at the Stratford Rotary Club’s Ru-
ral-Urban Dinner but that has not taken place since 
2019. It is the intent that the 2023, 2022 and 2021 
honourees be recognized at the 2023 Rural-Urban 
Dinner in April. 

Stratford Perth Museum Agriculture 
Wall of Fame

Our senior of the week is Beverley Haynes, who 
celebrated her 68th birthday on January 1st. Beverley has 
4 children, 11 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. 

Back in 1955 Beverley was the first baby of the year in St. 
Marys. The caption of the photo showing the proud mom 
and baby read “Beverley Edith Youngson, born at 12:16 
p.m. New Year’s Day, was the first baby of the year at St. 

Marys. The parents are Mr. and Mrs. Jack Youngson, R.R. 6 
St. Marys”. Happy Birthday Beverley!

1) According to Sicilian 
tradition, what is the only 
pasta to eat on New Year’s 
Day for good luck?

2) What present day team 
sport promotes itself as 
the oldest game in North 
America?

3) Which state in the US 
contains the geographic 
center of North America?

4) In what city is the Canadian Football Hall of 
Fame?

5) What are the French speaking Acadians of 
Louisiana called? 

6) In which US state can you find Martha's 
Vineyard? 

7) Where is the windiest place on earth? 

8) What is the most frequently sung song in the 
English language? 

9) What is the largest island in the world? 

10) How old was Mozart when he wrote his first 
concerto?

Weekend 
Quiz

This week’s answers are found on pg. 27

SPONSORED BY

16 Water Street South
519-284-3288
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By Stewart Grant

Just before Christmas, a nice story drew smiles 
throughout St. Marys and area when Mary Van Den 
Berge was announced as the winner of the Dream 
Home Lottery, which supports London hospital. 
Though she now resides in Petrolia, “St. Marys will 
always be my hometown,” she told the Independent.

The grand prize in this year’s lottery was a beauti-
ful new 3,254 square foot home in Talbotville, just 
west of St. Thomas. Van Den Berge opted for the al-
ternate prize of $1 million so that she could spend 
more time with her grandchildren.

Mary grew up on a farm outside of Whalen’s Cor-
ners and attended high school in St. Marys. She and 
her late husband Casey, formerly owners of Sun 
Rayz in downtown St. Marys, moved to Petrolia in 
2019 to be closer to their kids and grandkids, while 
Mary’s sisters, Carol Betteridge and Betty Boden-
ham still reside in town.

Mary received the good news in a telephone call 
from Scott Fortnum, CEO of the London Children’s 
Health Foundation. The call, which was shared on 
social media by the Lottery, stirred emotions.

She told Fortnum that her and Casey had consis-
tently supported the dream lottery since it first 
started (in 1996), hoping to win the prize but also 
to support the area hospitals, because “you never 
know when you’re going to need them.”

“He passed away a year and a half ago,” she said to 
Fortnum, “but we had a lot of trips from Petrolia to 
the London hospitals those last few months. It was 
just fantastic the treatment we got and how well he 
was looked after.”  

Proceeds from the Dream Lottery support London’s 
Children’s Health Foundation, London Health Sci-
ences Foundation and the St. Joseph’s Health Care 
Foundation to pay for projects, equipment and re-
search not funded by the province. For more infor-
mation, visit dreamitwinit.ca.

When asked whether she’s done anything yet or 
made plans, she told the Independent, “I won't be 
collecting the money until January sometime and 
will be meeting at the London Children's Hospital 
for that. I have spent a few sleepless nights think-
ing ... I bought a small 100+ year old cottage style 
house in Petrolia in February of 2022 and am plan-
ning some renovations and yard work. I am sure 
there will be a vacation or two in my future. Sharing 
my good fortune with family is also on the list. Re-
tirement will be easier now.”

She added, “I am sincerely humbled by all the con-
gratulations and well wishes I have received. To 
move away and then have so many people from St. 
Marys reach out to me has more than warmed my 
heart. I am such a lucky person, in more ways than 
one.”

Dream Lottery Win for St. Marys native

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO STAY UPDATED!
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY • TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM | INFO@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM

Accepting New Smiles

(226) 661-0192

waterstreetdentistry@gmail.com
www.waterstreetdentistry.ca

60 Water Street South St. Marys

10% off Applesauce and Apple Butter

January Store Hours 

www.mccullys.ca • 519-284-2564 
4074 Perth Line #9 , St. Marys, ON.  N4X 1C5

Preserve of the Month

Open Friday and Sunday, 10 – 5
Open Saturday, 9 – 5

Closed:  Monday – Thursday

McCully's carries local Ambrosia, Courtland, Gala, Honey Crisp 
and Ida Reds as well as Bartlett Pears

Local Apples

Shop McCully's for locally raised meats, including Black Angus Beef, 
Bison, Chicken, Duck, Lamb,  Pork and Turkey. 

McCully's has a great selection of Roasting Chickens,                                        
great for family dinners.

In the Freezer

Check out our selection of ready-made meals. We offer a wide variety 
of meat pies and soups, along with baked beans, chili, shepard's pie 

and beef stew. Don't forget to pick up a freshly baked fruit pie, maple 
butter tarts or an apple crisp for dessert.

McCully's Makes Meal Prep Fast & Simple
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The St. Marys Museum is 
inviting past and present 
Federated Women’s Insti-
tutes of Ontario (FWIO) 
members to join them at 
the St. Marys Museum on 
Thursday, January 12, 2023 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
for an evening reception 
with light refreshments.

In 1959, the St. Marys 
Queen Alexandra branch 
of FWIO opened a muse-
um in the historic George 
Tracy House. The reception 
will celebrate the 125th an-
niversary of FWIO, with a 
special exhibit honoring 
the local branch.

The museum has revert-
ed the dining room gallery 
to reflect how the museum 
looked when run by the 
local branch entitled “For 

Home and Country". It is 
dedicated to the Federated 
Women’s Institutes of On-
tario, honours the history 
and celebrates the achieve-
ments of branches local to 
St. Marys and surrounding 
area. 

“Their passion for local 
history has had a lasting 
impact on the town of St. 
Marys” says Amy Cubberley, 
Cultural Services Manager 
for the Town of St. Marys 
Museum and Archives. 
“We’re excited to offer the 
community this opportuni-
ty to experience this special 
part of St. Marys history.” 

Those wishing to attend are 
asked to RSVP to museum 
staff by January 6, 2023, at 
519-284-3556 or museum@
town.stmarys.on.ca. 

Museum hosting a special event to celebrate the 
Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario 

At right, a special exhibit honoring local FWIO branches en-
titled “For Home and Country” at the St. Marys Museum.

COMMUNITY —

Bobin 
Mathew

General Manager

Jason 
Brown

Sales Manager

Craig 
Webb

Used Car Manager

Jordan 
Ritsma

Sales Consultant

Litto
Tom 

Sales Consultant

Shyam 
Sasidharan

Sales Consultant

Ben
Chester

Sales Consultant

Trish 
Millson

Parts Manager

Kenny 
Soobrayen

Business Manager

Muaavia 
Sani

Sales Consultant

Visit us at Stratford Kia

Come on in to meet the Stratford Kia team.

2023 Kia Sportage2023 Kia Forte 2023 Kia Seltos

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia
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2023 Predictions – Stewart Grant 

We are due for a positive year, and I 
think we will get it in 2023.

1. Although COVID still exists in 
some form, 2023 represents a “re-
turn to normal” in that no lock-
downs nor social gathering restric-
tions will be issued by the federal or 
provincial governments. 

2. One way or another, Vladimir Pu-
tin will be dead by year-end.

3. Russia will abandon its invasion 
of Ukraine.

4. With the Provincial and Munici-
pal elections occurring in 2022, and 
the Trudeau minority government 
continuing to hold, we won’t have 
any elections this year.

5. After a down year in 2022, the 
stock market will return to positive 
territory in 2023 with a modest gain.

6. For the first time since 1993, a 
Canadian team will win the Stanley 
Cup. After suffering crushing de-
feats in recent first-round playoff 
series, the Toronto Maple Leafs will 
finally win the Stanley Cup. 

7. The St. Marys Lincolns will get 

further in the GOJHL playoffs than 
they have in many years, making it 
at least to the Western Conference 
finals.

8. As the American election cycle 
steams towards 2024, Ron DeSantis 
declares his candidacy for President 
and is the Republican frontrunner. 
Donald Trump will be determined 
ineligible for the upcoming prima-
ries due to his legal troubles, but 
the GOP have moved on from him 
anyways. 

9. Joe Biden announces that he will 
not run for re-election, as the time 
is right for the next generation to 
lead. 

2023 Predictions – Spencer Sey-
mour

With Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3, 
Wonka, and Oppenheimer all slated 
for the marquee, 2023 will be a big 
year for movie lovers and will fea-
ture smash hits one after the other.

The housing bubble will burst and 
housing prices will plummet to a 
level that experts call “affordable 
to normal people working just one 
job.”

The St. Marys Lincolns and Leam-
ington Flyers will once again meet 
in the playoffs, this time, however, 
in the Western Conference finals. 
The Lincolns will finally get past 
the Flyers and represent the West 
in the Sutherland Cup finals.

Donald Trump will be prosecuted 
for his crimes. 

After both teams make big deals be-
fore the NHL Trade Deadline, pos-
sibly the most exciting Stanley Cup 
final in history will be contested be-
tween the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Edmonton Oilers.

As St. Marys looks to use The Flats 
as a hub for new tourism initiatives, 
we will see a new type of festival 
come to St. Marys that will attract 
younger adults to Town and hope-
fully make them want to keep com-
ing back or move here altogether.

Lastly, people will be begging Pat 
Payton to come back. 

2023 Predictions – Frank Doyle 

COVID-19 pandemic will end

A new major restaurant will open.

A major company will open in St. 

Marys this year.

A new pizza shop will open. 

Construction at the Arthur Meighen 
School and the former Flooring and 
Paint store apartments will begin. 

Businesses will have trouble find-
ing workers.

A senior manager for the Town will 
resign. 

Two major snow storms will hit us 
this year. 

The summer weather will be warm-
er than usual. 

There will be no elections this year 
although Justin Trudeau announces 
that he will not lead the Liberals in 
the next election.

Because of legal troubles Donald 
Trump will not campaign but will 
not officially withdraw his nomina-
tion.

In sports Corey Conners will win 
at least one PGA tournament and 
Brooke Henderson will win at least 
one LPGA tournament.

TFC will be the most successful of 
the Toronto professional teams.

2023 Predictions from the Independent staff
COMMUNITY —

155 QUEEN STREET EAST, ST. MARYS ON | PHONE: 519 284 1380

Savvy
Facial Tissue, 2 or 3ply
88, 126/box

Webber
Naturals

Vitamin D3 1000IU
240+20 Tablets

SALE STARTS THURSDAY! OFFERS VALID JANUARY 5 - 11, 2023

5 49

Voltaren 
Back & Muscle Pain, Extra 
Strength Emulgel, 100g,120g

88¢

BONUS
SIZE!

13 49
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St. Marys Town Council is holding 
special meetings over the next few 
months to review the draft 2023 mu-
nicipal budget. Residents are wel-
come to attend in person at Town 
Hall Council Chambers. The meetings 
will also be posted to the Town of St. 
Marys YouTube channel.

The draft budget – which is currently 
available on the Town’s website – pro-
poses a 3.7% increase on the munic-
ipal tax levy. The proposed increase 
will add approximately $150 to a typ-
ical residential property.

Meeting Dates & Details

The first budget meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, January 10 at 9:00 a.m. 
The meeting will start with an over-
view of the Town’s operational bud-
get, which includes the day-to-day 
costs of running the municipality. The 
second half of the meeting will cover 
the Town’s capital budget, which in-
cludes major projects and one-time 
expenditures.

The second meeting – scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 17 at 9:00 a.m. – 
will commence with a review of ex-
ternal funding requests, followed by 
a further discussion of major capital 
projects. The latter half of the meet-
ing will focus on the Town’s reserve 
and reserve funds and a review of the 
municipality’s Property Tax Policy.

During the third meeting on Tuesday, 
February 7, Town staff will bring for-
ward any further information about 
the budget that was requested by 
Council at its previous meetings. The 
meeting will start at 9:00 a.m. and will 
provide Council and staff a chance to 
discuss any final changes to the draft 
budget.

Members of the public are encouraged 
to attend the fourth budget meeting 
on Tuesday, February 28 at 6:00 p.m. 
This meeting is an opportunity for 
residents to ask questions about the 
draft budget and share feedback on 
proposed spending for the year.

The final budget meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, March 14 at 6:00 
p.m. Council will review the final ver-
sion of the 2023 budget and, assuming 
no further changes are required, will 
pass a by-law to finalize the budget.

Note: The dates for the third and 
fourth budget meetings (scheduled 
for February 7 and 28) are subject to 
change. Any changes to the meeting 
schedule will be posted on the Town 
website (www.townofstmarys.com), 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
stmarysontario) and Twitter account 
(www.twitter.com/townofstmarys).

Coffee with Council

The Town is planning a Coffee with 
Council event on Saturday, February 

4, 2023. This event will be an infor-
mal opportunity for residents to dis-
cuss the 2023 budget with members 
of Council and senior municipal staff. 
Further details about the event will 
be shared soon through the Town’s 
website, local media sources and so-
cial media channels.

Additional Information

A copy of the draft 2023 municipal 
budget is available online at  www.

townofstmarys.com/budget and 
in print (for viewing only) at the Mu-
nicipal Operations Centre (408 James 
Street South).

Questions

André Morin, Director of Corporate 
Services/Treasurer

519-284-2340, ext. 217 | amorin@
town.stmarys.on.ca

Town Council holding meetings to review the draft 
2023 municipal budget  

www.samshomehardware.com 

63 Wellington St. N,  St. Marys, ON, N1G 1A6  
Phone: (519) 284-4142   |  Fax: (519) 284-3592 

As construction on Wellington St. progresses, to access the funeral home, take 
Church St. South from Queen St. and then turn right (West) onto Jones St. to 

enter the funeral home parking areas.
Parking either in the half circle driveway next to Jones St. or driving around the 

building on the East side to the parking lot on the South side of the funeral home.
The Wellington St. door entrance is still open.The accessible entrance to the 

funeral home is at the end of the porch at the Northeast corner of the building.

Sudoku

Id: 34671

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 25

8 7
6 3

1 2 8 7
3 5 4 7

6 5 8
1 5

1 5 7 2
4 9

4 6

Solution
8 4 7 2 6 1 3 9 5

5 9 6 3 7 8 2 1 4

1 2 3 5 4 9 8 6 7

3 8 5 4 1 7 9 2 6

2 1 9 6 3 5 4 7 8

6 7 4 9 8 2 1 5 3

9 3 1 8 5 6 7 4 2

7 5 8 1 2 4 6 3 9

4 6 2 7 9 3 5 8 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SudokuSudoku Sponsored by:

FERN PRIDHAM – Broker
519 274 2885

fernpridham@gmail.com

Solutions on page 27

COMMUNITY —

Delmar's Weekly Specials 
 

25 South Service Rd. St. Marys (519 349 3022)

 
Metzger smoked chops

$5.99/lb
More Specials & Features

Springhills Pickerel Nuggets $22.99/1.5lb Bag
TCF Frozen Omelette Mix $3.99/1kg

Roman Meat Lasagna $14.99/5lb Tray 
 

 PRICES IN EFFECT  Jan 6 - 12, 2023
Senior Discount  Day:  Jan  5  & 19WEEKDAYS 9-6

WEEKENDS 10-5
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*While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. *While every effort is made to ensure accuracy, we are not responsible for any errors and omissions. Please see your dealer for current pricing. Plus tax and licensing. Some terms and conditions may apply. 

STRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORESTRATFORD KIA PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE

2022 Tesla Model 3

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
100 km

Standard Range 
Plus Rear-Wheel 

Drive

2019 Ford Mustang GT Fastback

$49,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
8,201 km

Rear-Wheel Drive

2020 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
12,540 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$58,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,068 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$64,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
7,372 km

All-Wheel Drive

2019 Lincoln Nautilus Reserve

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
54,641 km

All-Wheel Drive

2022 Ram 1500 Limited

$83,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
3,275 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon 

$67,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,156 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$56,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
20,968 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited

$60,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
1,041 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 GMC Canyon AT4

$52,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,886 km

4-Wheel Drive
Leather

2022 Ram 1500 Rebel

$69,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
504 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 INFINITI Q50 LUXE

$51,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
2,147 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Jeep Gladiator Overland

$62,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
9,309 km

4-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Sport

$57,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
58,318 km

4-Wheel Drive

2022 Chevrolet Blazer LT

$47,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
10,167 km

4-Wheel Drive

2020 Nissan Kicks SV

$26,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
22,569 km

Front-Wheel Drive

2020 Dodge Charger GT

$48,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
21,139 km

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Audi A4 Sedan

$55,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
6,478 km

Progressiv 45 
TFSI quattro 

All-Wheel Drive

2021 Ram 1500 Big Horn

$54,995 + HST & lic

LOW KMS
31,470 km

4-Wheel Drive

STORE HOURS SALES: Monday-Thursday 9:00-8:00; Friday-Saturday 9:00-6:00
PARTS AND SERVICE: Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00

863 ERIE STREET | STRATFORD 
519.508.5755

General Manager: Bobin Mathew 
www.stratfordkia.com

STRATFORD KIA

Kia

COMMUNITY —
SPCS Food Drive Independent Shorts

South Perth Centennial Public School recently ran their 12 Days of Giving Food Drive for the Salvation 
Army and Library Pantry. Pictured above are Stephanie Mathers and Gerard O’Reilly of SPCS. (Con-
tributed photo)

By Stewart Grant

How to donate to support Rotary Fireworks

The Rotary Club of St. Marys put on another fantastic 
fireworks show on New Year’s Eve. The existence of the 
fog that evening provided a unique look for this year’s 
display. If you’d like to donate to the Rotary Club to help 
support future fireworks displays or their other vari-
ous community projects, you can do so via credit card at 
https://rotarystmarys.ca/donate/ or via e-transfer at Ro-
taryClubofStMarys@gmail.com 

Bedard leading Canada at World Juniors

The soon-to-be first-overall pick in the 2023 NHL Draft 
Connor Bedard has lived up to the hype at the World Ju-
nior Hockey Championship in Halifax. With his first goal 
of Canada's Monday night game against Slovakia, Bedard 
broke the records for most points by a Canadian all-time, 
most goals by a Canadian all-time, and most points by a 
Canadian at a single tournament. Bedard scored a thrill-
ing overtime goal to secure a 4-3 win for the Canadians 
on Monday. Canada played the USA on Wednesday night 
vying for a spot in the Gold Medal game.
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SPORTS —
Lincs preparing for 'final push' of regular season
By Spencer Seymour

With his team gearing up for what 
could be a dog fight within the top 
four of the Western Conference, Head 
Coach Jeff Bradley said he was happy 
with the 2022 portion of the St. Marys 
Lincolns' season.

"It took us about eight games to find 
who we truly were with so much 
turnover from last year. I think once 
we found that and hit our stride, it 
built a lot of confidence in our group 
and the fanbase and earned some re-
spect around the league. We had two 
slumps through the first 32 games, 
one at the beginning of the season 
and one right before the holiday 
break."

"It sounds like I'm making excus-
es, but the way we look at it is at the 
beginning, we were still finding our-
selves and here recently, we've had 
guys missing practices with illnesses, 
injuries, and exams. We feel that if 
we're at full health and full capacity, 
to me, we're in talks to be one of the 
best teams in the conference."

The Lincolns have 18 games left in 
the regular season and sit two points 
back of the Leamington Flyers for 
second place in the West, who have 
19 games remaining. St. Marys is six 
points back of the London Nationals 
for the top spot with 18 games left as 
well. Three points behind the Lincs 
are the LaSalle Vipers who have 17 
games remaining.

According to Head Coach Jeff Bradley, 
the team's top priority is maintaining 
the strong play that helped them win 
16 of 19 games.

"I want to see our team continue get-
ting better," Bradley told the Inde-
pendent. "Since November, our pow-
erplay has been over 20 percent and 
our penalty kill has been around 90 
percent so we want to continue hav-
ing that level of consistency on our 
special teams and just have a strong 
finish to the year."

When asked about any players whose 
development surprised him, Bradley 
said that surprised isn't the right 
word but did mention a few players 
whose progression he's been pleased 
with.

"We've been very happy with the de-
velopment of guys like Jacob Montesi, 
Owen Voortman, and Grayden Stro-
hack. But overall, we're happy with 
how everyone is progressing and 
how the group is growing is going to 
suit us well."

Nats come back to edge out Lincs 
4-3

In what turned out to be their final 
game of 2022, the Lincolns gave up a 
two-goal lead, falling 4-3 to the Na-

tionals.

Bradley thought it took the team sev-
eral minutes from the start of the 
game to put their foot on the gas ped-
al.

"I don't think we gave up too much 
in the first six or seven minutes but 
it was a slow start," said Bradley. "As 
the game progressed, we played re-
ally well and had the lion's share of 
chances. We had a few good opportu-
nities to make the game 4-1 but we 
didn't. Overall, it was a bit of an off 
night for us."

After their somewhat sluggish start, 
the Lincolns took control of the 
scoreboard on a five-on-three man 
advantage. Just four seconds off a fa-
ceoff win by Jacob Chantler, Ethan 
Lamoureux made a tape-to-tape pass 
from the corner, finding Michael El-
liston in front who banged home his 
19th of the season.

Four of the game's goals came in the 
second frame, with Jaeden French 
getting London on the board just un-
der six minutes into the period. Less 
than three minutes later, Luca Spag-
nolo restored the one-goal lead for St. 
Marys with another powerplay goal 
and his 12th of the year. Chantler got 
his second assist of the game, mak-
ing it the ninth game of his last 14 in 
which the 20-year-old posted at least 
two points.

A mere 39 seconds later, Austin Kele-
her netted his fourth of the season 
with Matt Prendergast and Owen 
Voortman picking up the helpers. 
That line was credited as having a 
very good game despite the result by 
the coach.

"I think we're finding chemistry with 
the Keleher, Voortman, and Prender-
gast line, those guys were outstand-
ing," Bradley said. "Keleher has been 
searching for a role a bit and this 
line seems to give him a defined role 

with defined linemates. We look at 
Keleher as someone who can move 
up and down the lineup but to have 
that defined role hopefully gives him 
some peace of mind."

"With the skill and work ethic that 
Voortman brings, it's a nice compli-
ment to Keleher who also has those 
intangibles. Then, you add in Pren-
dergast's speed and work ethic as 
well, it makes for a really good line 
for us."

Bradley added that, despite a 10-min-
ute misconduct, he was delighted 
with Chase MacQueen-Spence's per-
formance in London. Going into that 
game, MacQueen-Spence had points 
in four of his previous five.

Before the end of the second, affiliate 
player and top prospect for the 2023 
OHL Priority Selection Ryan Roobro-
eck picked up his second of the year 
to bring the Nats within one. At the 
6:13 mark of the third, Bradyn San-
tavy fired his 11th of the year to tie 
the game at three apiece. Almost ex-
actly 11 minutes later, Talan Palmer 
stole the puck and found a shorthand-
ed breakaway on which he scored the 
eventual game-winning goal.

Bradley said the Lincs' coverage high 
in their defensive zone and execution 
in the offensive zone on the power-
play could have been better.

"They had two shots from the point 
that went in. We have to do a better 
job at boxing out in front of our net 
and getting in shooting lanes near 
the top of the faceoff circles. Then, we 
give up the shorthanded goal. They're 
dangerous on the penalty kill. We had 
a bad read and poor execution that 
led to the game-winner."

The Lincolns return to the ice this 
Friday at PRC hosting a rematch 
against the Nationals before going to 
Komoka to face the Kings on Satur-
day.

Notes:

Former Lincolns' goalie Connor 
Hughes donned a Canadian jersey at 
the Spengler Cup in Davos, Switzer-
land. Hughes, who usually plays for 
the Swiss national team, was tempo-
rarily loaned to the Canadians due to 
goaltender Michael DiPietro's equip-
ment being lost in travel. Canada was 
eliminated from the Spengler Cup in 
a 3-1 loss to Swedish club Orebro HK.

The St. Marys Minor Hockey As-
sociation raffle winners have been 
announced. Dawn and Rob Ellis-
ton were the Early Bird winners of 
$1,000. Dennis Crisp, Scott Driscoll, 
Meg McKay, Kelli Schiedel, and Dave 
Stacey each won $200. Doreen Gras-
by, Sean Lynch, and Bill Schaefer each 
won $500. Dennis Hodgins and Gord 
McLean each won $1,000. Bruce Sy-
mons won the grand prize of $15,000.

The Lincolns' final home game of 
2022 was slated for December 23rd 
against the Komoka Kings but was 
postponed due to weather. As of press 
time, the game is still to be resched-
uled. The GOJHL Trade Deadline is 
next Tuesday, January 10th.

Michael Elliston fires home his 19th of the season in the first period of the St. 
Marys Lincolns' final game of 2022 in London against the Nationals. The Lincolns 
finished the 2022 portion of their schedule on December 21st with a 4-3 loss to 
London. The two teams have a rematch in the Lincs' first game of 2023 on Friday 
at the PRC. (Photo credit: Doug Cooper)

PLAYER POS GP G A PTS
Michael Elliston F 32 19 16 35
Jacob Chantler F 29 11 21 32
Ethan Lamoureux F 31 8 18 26
Luca Spagnolo F 28 12 13 25
Chase MacQueen-Spence F 26 10 14 24
Adam Barkley D 32 6 17 23
Nathan Small D 31 3 19 22
Jaden Lee F 25 7 14 21
Owen Voortman F 27 6 9 15
Austin Keleher F 30 4 10 14
Josh Cornfield   D 23 2 10 12
Adrian Stubberfield F 28 6 5 11
Owen Bruder F 24 5 5 10
Eric Smith F 25 5 4 9
Jacob Montesi D 30 1 8 9
Cole Schnittker F 23 4 4 8
Grayden Strohack D 31 2 4 6
Rourke McEwan D 23 2 3 5
Jimmy Schiedel F 22 1 4 5
Matthew Prendergast F 24 0 5 5
Owen Brown D 22 1 1 2
Ryan Hodkinson (AP) F 2 1 0 1
Matteo Lalama G 24 0 1 1

St. Marys Lincolns
2022-23 Player Statistics

(through Jan.3, 2023)

GP W L OTL SOL PTS
London Nationals 32 24 5 2 1 51
Leamington Flyers 31 22 6 3 0 47
St. Marys Lincolns 32 21 8 3 0 45
LaSalle Vipers 33 20 11 1 1 42
Strathroy Rockets 33 15 11 6 1 37
Chatham Maroons 31 15 13 2 1 33
St. Thomas Stars 31 12 16 2 1 27
Sarnia Legionnaires 32 9 19 4 0 22
Komoka Kings 31 6 23 1 1 14

GOJHL STANDINGS (Jan.3, 2023)
Western Conference
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SPORTS —
Lincs suit up in Future Stars, Top Prospects games

Pictured above from left to right are Carter George, Grayden Strohack, and Luca Spagnolo at the North Dumfries Community Complex in Ayr, Ontario last Tuesday 
where they represented the St. Marys Lincolns in the GOJHL's Future Stars and Top Prospects games. The Lincolns also sent equipment manager Tyler Scott to serve 
on Team White in the Future Stars game. According to the host Centennials, at least 50 scouts from the NHL, OHL, NCAA, and CIS attended the games. In total, 33 
players from the nine teams in the GOJHL's Western Conference played in the two games. (Photo credit: Mike Chennette, McGinny Photography)

Lincs' netminder Carter George making one of his 
18 saves during last Tuesday's Future Stars game in 
Ayr. The 16-year-old Thunder Bay native and 2022 
third-round pick of the Owen Sound Attack got the 
start for Team Black and didn't allow a goal in just 
over 33 minutes of action. Sarnia Legionnaires' goal-
ie Logan Phillips played the second half of the game 
and stopped 22 of 23 Team White shots. (Photo credit: 
Mike Chennette, McGinny Photography)

Luca Spagnolo suited up for Team Black in the Top 
Prospects game. The Milton product was one of 14 
Western Conference players on Team Black who won 
6-2 over Team White. Niagara Falls forward Alex-
ander Hebbelthwaite potted a hat-trick in the win. 
Strathroy's Brennan Faulkner got two goals and La-
Salle's Brady Hamlin got one for Team Black. Strat-
ford's Hunter Nagge scored for Team White, with an 
own goal by Team Black going to Hamilton's Connor 
Haynes. (Photo credit: Mike Chennette, McGinny 
Photography)

Grayden Strohack also represented the Lincolns on 
Team Black. Strohack, a Flint Firebirds third-round-
er in 2022, helped Team Black defeat Team White 3-1. 
Daniel Vasic of the Thorold Blackhawks got a pair 
of goals for Team Black with Strathroy Rockets' for-
ward Ethan Facchina also getting on the scoresheet. 
Hunter McKnight of the host Ayr Centennials scored 
the lone Team White goal. (Photo credit: Mike Chen-
nette, McGinny Photography)
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SPORTS —

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Rock U15 B Boys re-
turned home from the Kincardine 
Regional Silver Stick tournament as 
champions last weekend after earn-
ing a 2-0 victory over the Kincardine 
Kinucks.

St. Marys was dominant from start to 
finish, winning all four of their games 
and not allowing any goals during the 
tournament. Before the December 
30th championship game, the U15 B 
Boys defeated the Erin Hillsburgh 
Devils 7-0 and the Listowel Cyclones 
4-0 on December 28th, followed by 
two 3-0 wins on the 29th, first over 
Kincardine, then over the Mid Huron 
Huskies.

Kincardine finished second place in 
the group with two wins, one loss, and 
one tie, before winning their semi-fi-
nal game over the Huskies to earn the 
other spot in the final game.

With the title on the line, Donovan 
McGregor opened the scoring in the 
second period for St. Marys. A net 
front play with good support by the 
rest of his line allowed McGregor to 
bury a rebound into a yawning net. 
Before the end of the second, Hayden 
Wright got on the scoresheet. Strong 
cycling of the puck down low opened 
the door for Wright to find some open 
space in the slot who fired it home for 

what would go down as the last goal 
of the game.

Head Coach Gord Cookson told the 
Independent that, having played Kin-
cardine twice this year, they knew 
their opponents would give them a 
good test.

"With us as the host team in their own 
rink, we knew they would play with 

lots of pressure and energy," said 
Cookson. "We had to match that and 
then take over the pace of the game."

Cookson added that the team's dom-
inant run during the tournament was 
thanks to their great team-wide exe-
cution of their game plan and every 
player doing their part.

"Our goal all tournament was to main-

tain pressure and force turnovers. 
When we did get the puck, we want-
ed to keep possession and not force 
anything that wasn't there. The boys 
did a great job of communicating out 
there on the offensive and defensive 
sides of the puck."

"All around a great team effort. We 
emphasized getting into the game 
early, getting involved and not stop-
ping until the final buzzer. [They] 
took the tournament one game at a 
time and each game one period at a 
time and were very focused on our 
end goal."

Cookson also praised the entire group 
for their "a lot of good communica-
tion" in the defensive end as the big-
gest reason for the team not giving up 
a goal all tournament.

"Our whole game starts in our own 
zone. Defence first then move up the 
ice. Just great communication be-
tween the goalies and defencemen 
and good support from the centremen 
in our zone. Wingers were winning 
battles at our blue line and getting 
the puck out. Good battles and back-
checks from our defencemen who 
were also making great tape-to-tape 
outlet passes."

The U15 B Boys are off to Forest next 
week for the International Silver 
Stick Finals.

By Spencer Seymour

The St. Marys Rock U9 C boys closed 
out 2022 with a bang in the form of 
a 6-2 victory over the London Jr. Na-
tionals last Saturday at Budweiser 
Gardens.

Head Coach Max Maddock was ex-
tremely happy with the performance 
by his team on December 31st, but 
was also happy with how they still 
managed to pay attention to the de-
tails of the game.

"We were doing the little things right," 
Maddock told the Independent. "Our 
passing was really good, we kept it 
moving really well. They were doing 
what we've been preaching in terms 
of skating wide, getting the puck on 
net, and getting after it. Everything 
really to come together."

In the team's 4-4 tie against the 
Mooretown Jr. Flags on Monday 
night at the PRC, a significant chunk 
of the second period was a textbook 
example of how the team strives to 
play, with the puck staying inside the 
Mooretown zone almost exclusive-

ly for around five minutes, largely 
thanks to unrelenting tenacity on the 
puck. During that stretch, St. Marys 
got three of their four goals just two 
minutes and 45 seconds apart.

Those three goals included one from 
Josh Gerber along with a pair in the 
second frame. After falling behind 4-3 
in the third, Elliott Hudson brought 
the Rock back to even at four goals 
apiece, a score that would go down as 
the final.

U15 B Boys win Silver Stick Championship in Kincardine

The U15 B Boys went undefeated at the Kincardine Silver Stick Championship last 
week with five straight shutouts including a 2-0 win in the Championship game 
over the hometown Kinucks. In alphabetical order, the team consists of Evan Bal-
lantyne, Jared Ballantyne, Myles Clinton, Isaac Cousineau, Ben Ewing, Sam John-
son, Zach Larmer, Grier Mahoney, Donovan McGregor, Andre Mollet, Danny Swit-
zer, Reid Taylor, Simon Taylor, Nathan Wolfcamp, Finn Wright, and Hayden Wright. 
(Photo credit: Mike Chennette/McGinny Photography)

St. Marys Curling hosts 
New Year's Eve Bonspiel

U9 C Boys dominant in 
New Year's Eve clash

St. Marys Curling hosted their Rockin' New Year's Eve Bonspiel on Saturday 
night. It was a night of fun for the more than 20 people who attended with some 
friendly games, social time in the lounge, and a champagne toast at midnight to 
ring in the New Year. (Contributed photo)
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SPORTS —
Lots of fun at St. Marys ringette's Family Holiday Skate

The McCutcheon family posed for a group shot at St. Marys Ringette's Family 
Holiday Skate, just after Christmas at the PRC. From left are: Suzie, 8, dad Kyle, 
Mary, 10, mom Laurie and Charlie, 6.  (Payton photo)

St. Marys Ringette hosted a Family Holiday Skate, just after Christmas at the PRC. 
All ages enjoyed an hour of skating fun.  (Payton photo)

Snipers' coach Kari Stokes and her daughter Mere-
dith, 10, had fun skating together at Ringette's Family 
Holiday Skate Dec. 27 at the PRC.  (Payton photo)

Erin Green, left, and Adrianna Hollestelle-Black, 
both members of the U16 'A' Snipers team, posed 
for a quick photo during St. Marys Ringette's Family 
Holiday Skate Dec. 27 at the PRC.  (Payton photo)

Alexis Schellenberger, left, and friend Lilly Murphy 
were all smiles at St. Marys Ringette's Family Holi-
day Skate Dec. 27 at the PRC.  (Payton photo)
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COMMUNITY —
St. Marys Station Gallery "kicks off" the New Year

The Station Gallery opens its 2023 season with an exhibition of new works rendered during both the pandemic and the post pandemic period. Co-Vision 23 comprises 
new work created by regional and local artists. St. Marys and the surrounding region has a large collection of very fine artists who have been creating new work during 
the past 2 years of covid. Twelve or more artists are exhibiting their work consisting of acrylic paintings, drawings, collage, felting, ceramics, and painted second hand 
furniture. The exhibition opens on Friday, January 6th, 2023 with a reception on Saturday, January 7th from 1pm to 4pm. Come and enjoy meeting the artists.  The 
Co-Vision 23 exhibition runs for a six week viewing period, opening on Friday, January 6 to closing on Friday, February 18th, 2023.  (Contributed)

Thank you to our 2022 WinterLights sponsors

Light the Way Sponsors

Additional display founders

And to everyone who  
donated  at the boxes! 

Canadian Tire St. Marys
Thames Crest Farms
McDonald’s St. Marys

*Indicates display founder and sponsor

Army, Navy & Air Force Veterans Club
Canada Packers/Shur-Gain

Canadian Tire Corp.
Carpe Vinum

Central School
Coldwell Banker Real Estate

Colin Campbell in memory of Bob

Downtown Merchants
Forman Electric
Heather Benner

Hicks Family
Holy Name of Mary School

Homecoming St. Marys
Horticultural Society

I.O.O.F. St Marys
Jackson Pharmacy-Stonewillow Inn

Kingsway Lodge
McConnell Club

McKinley Hatchery
Monteith, Monteith Co.

New Orleans Pizza

Order of the Eastern Star
Pass It On Store

Paul Smith
Perth South School/Tom Bishop

Royal Bank
Sam’s Home Hardware

Science Hill Drifters

Solis Foods
St. James Lodge

St. Marys Cement
St. Marys DCVI
St. Marys BIA

St. Marys Lions Club
St. Marys Volunteer Firefighters

Stonetown Florists
Stonetown Food Market

Thames Label & Litho
Town of St. Marys

Trish Edye
Union Gas

Bickell Built Homes Ltd.
Festival Hydro
McLean Taylor Construction Ltd.

Quadro Communications Cooperative Inc. 
Tradition Mutual Insurance Company/Jim Stacey
Veterinary Purchasing Co. Ltd.

Large displays Medium displays Small displays Monetary donations
Royal LePage Don Hamilton
Real Estate Brokerage
Santa and Ski Slope
(Founder: St. Marys Rotary Club)

Hubbard Pharmacy Ltd. 
Decorating the Tree
(Founder: Norampac)

St. Marys Landscaping*
Leaf and logo

Andrew L. Hodges  
Funeral Home* 
Dachshund with presents

RE/MAX a-b Realty 
“The Dundas Team”*
Hot air balloon

Community Living
St. Marys

Callumn Hughson

Finnie Distributing

Forman Electric

Inner Wheel Club

Kingsway Lodge

Kinette Club of St. Marys

McConnell Club

Peak Select Realty -
Kiley Humphries

Phillips Family

Rotary Club of St. Marys

Science Hill Drifters
Snowmobile Club

Susan and James McCutcheonTrouw Nutrition Canada/   
Shur-Gain 
Barn with Farm Animals 
(Founder: Veterinary  
Purchasing)

Investors Group
Schneider’s Truck
(Founder:
J. M. Scheider-Lou Cappa)

Harris-Greig Automotive
Season’s Greetings sign
(Founder: St. Marys 
Kinsmen Club)

Amy and Patrick Brennan
Dog Paddling Canoe*

St. Marys Cement 
Company 
Shrek 
(Founder: Scotiabank)

Famme & Co.*
Glittering Tree

Partners in Employment
Cinderella’s Coach
(Founder: Hubbard 
Pharmacy)

Butterfly Pilates
Butterfly
(Founder: Thames Label 
& Litho)

Stone Home Creatives
Candle with Leaves
(Founder: WinterLights 
Elves)
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Working together to help 
others

Family of 7 displaced 
after devasting fire

A Great Start to 2023

By Nancy Abra

For the three Saturdays leading up to 
Christmas weekend, the Thorndale 
United Church hosted their ‘Care 
Community Connection’ project, col-
lecting new and gently used clothing, 
non-perishable food, and toiletries. 

Stuart McCutcheon, one of the proj-
ect’s organizers said, “The focus of 
this venture is to work together so we 
can help others. This is the first year 
for this project and the response has 
been excellent from both our Church 
members and the community resi-
dents.”

Pam Wilcox, Thorndale United 

Church’s minister, reported the or-
ganizations receiving the collected 
items were 519Pursuit – numerous 
blankets, socks and winter clothing; 
Dorchester Food Bank and the St. 
Marys Salvation Army each received 
five shopping carts full of non-per-
ishable food. My Sister’s Place re-
ceived a large box each of donated 
jewelry and women’s toiletries. 

McCutcheon stated, “We hope this 
project is just a steppingstone for the 
community of Thorndale as any need, 
big or small, arises in our communi-
ty or beyond, we will help to support 
that need.”

By Nancy Abra

With the whirlwind of Christmas a 
passing memory, people’s sights are 
focused on a new month, a new year. 
Some view a new year as a fresh start, 
to make some life changes, check off 
items on their bucket list or to con-
centrate on their well-being.

During the year, Heeman Green-
house is busy growing and tending to 
the wellness of plants in their care. 
During the winter, the greenhouses 
are bright, warm, and inviting. Will 
Heeman said, “We believe fitness 
and yoga classes are a great use of 
the greenhouse, especially when it’s 
dull and cold outside, and you are 
surrounded by nature. It’s the perfect 
way to beat the winter blues.”

Starting this month and into March, 
Heeman’s has re-introduced a line-
up of fitness classes. Each weekday 
morning, they have a ‘Mom & Baby’ 

class, geared towards Moms on ma-
ternity leave with their child of 18 
months or younger. “These classes 
check all the boxes for Moms,” Hee-
man remarked. “They get some fit-
ness in a bright warm environment, 
enjoy a connection with adults, and 
an opportunity to interact with oth-
er Moms.” A Women’s fitness class for 
those without babies in tow is also 
happening on weekdays. 

On Sundays January to March there 
are four different styles of yoga for 
adults. These classes are a simple 
break away from winter and life’s 
challenges to focus on strength, 
breathe, and relaxation. More yoga 
classes will hopefully be added on 
Saturdays as well. 

To learn more or to register for these 
winter wellness classes, check out 
https://www.heeman.ca/winter-well-
ness/ or call the greenhouse at 519-
461-1416.

Pictured from left to right - Janice Wiersma, Stuart McCutcheon and on the right, 
Maria Tafaj.  (Photo by Nancy Abra)

Just two days after Christmas, a family of seven were left displaced after a dev-
asting fire destroyed their home, southwest of Thorndale. They had just moved 
into the community at the beginning of December. They lost everything in the fire. 
But the community of Thorndale has rallied to help this family of three adults 
and four children. As of Dec 30th two van loads of clothing, shoes, books, games, 
kitchen items and generous gift cards were delivered where the Sharpe family is 
staying. It was reported that the grandmother of the family is ‘over the moon with 
appreciation’.   (Nancy Abra photo)

THORNDALE —
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HISTORIC ST. MARYS: The Final Chapter

HISTORY —

By Mary Smith

At the beginning of 1883 – 140 years 
ago – Thomas Boy Guest, who had 
recently marked his 66th birthday, 
could look back on a life of consider-
able accomplishment. He had built a 
successful career as a banker and an 
investor. He owned property, not only 
in St. Marys and area but also in Man-
itoba, a province attracting a great 
deal of interest from eastern Cana-
da. He had been a politician at var-
ious levels of government. Recently, 
he had built himself and his family a 
beautiful home on Emily Street, with 
a grand view of the Thames River as 
it flowed under the Sarnia Bridge and 
through the town.   

When the house was constructed in 
1876, the St. Marys Argus wrote a 
long article describing it: “Very few 
are aware, only those who have vis-
ited it in the course of erection, how 
complete the house is in every partic-
ular, and what a large sum has been 
spent on it, so as to make it in keeping 
with the wealth of the proprietor.” The 
house’s convenient features included 
a row of bells in the servants’ rooms 
in the basement so that the family 
could summon them from various ar-
eas on the upper floors. The construc-
tion and decoration was done by “the 
best workmen the province can sup-
ply.” Guest also planned a carriage-
way around the house down to the 
river where he built a boat landing. 
The barns and stables for his 40 acre 
property were on the east side of Em-
ily Street. The Argus writer was clear-
ly very impressed. He concluded that 
the residence “… reflects consider-
able credit on the architectural abil-
ity of its enterprising proprietor who 
planned the whole affair himself.” 

While the Guests’ Emily Street house 
had comfort and prestige, it was not 
the happiest of homes. On July 6, 
1882, the Guests’ daughter, Clara, 
died at the age of 23 from complica-
tions following a lengthy lung infec-
tion. T. B. Guest and his wife, Lizzie, 
had previously lost two sons in in-
fancy, a sad but not uncommon oc-
currence at that time. But Clara was a 
young woman and an integral part of 
the household. Her death was deeply 
felt by her whole family. Her grave-
stone, a tall, polished granite plinth, 
with a draped urn, was inscribed: “In 
memory of Clara, dearly loved daugh-
ter of T. B. and Lizzie Guest,” along 
with two verses of the popular hymn, 
“Asleep in Jesus.”

Clara was survived by her older, mar-
ried sister, Tilly Bussell, a younger sis-
ter, Lena, and her two brothers, Thom-
as Frederick and Alfred. Their father 
encouraged both his sons to become 
involved in his many business ven-
tures. At this stage in his life, Guest 
was concerned about the transfer of 
his property following his death. Who 
could be trusted with the administra-
tion of his considerable assets! The 
need to decide was urgent. As 1883 
progressed, Guest became aware that 
his health was failing. Several times 
throughout January 1884, his lawyer, 
John Harding, helped Guest fine-tune 
his last will and testament. On Febru-
ary 23, Thomas Boy Guest died at his 
home on Emily Street. On the munic-
ipal death register, Dr. J. H. Mathieson 
gave the cause of death as chronic 
gastritis. Guest was buried in the An-
glican cemetery on Elgin Street be-
side his daughter, Clara. 

The Argus, a newspaper that had al-
ways opposed Guest in politics, had 
also always, rather grudgingly, ad-
mired his accomplishments. In re-
porting his death and funeral on 
February 28, 1884, the Argus editor 
seemed to express genuine regret. 
“In politics Mr. Guest was a Conser-
vative, and although we have had oc-
casion many times to dissent from his 
political views, yet we have always, 
and do now give him credit for being 
conscientious in his views and man-
ly in fighting his electoral battles… . 
Mr. Guest did much for St. Marys by 
his public spirit, and several blocks 
of buildings erected by him attest his 
confidence in the future of the town.”

The article described the procession 

to the cemetery and the graveside ser-
vice. “The funeral cortege as it passed 
along our principal streets was an im-
posing spectacle and the dirge played 
by the Battalion band was solemnly 
impressive. At the grave, the beauti-
ful service for the dead of the Church 
of England was first read, after which 
the usual Masonic services were 
performed and the firing party fired 
three volleys over the grave.” It con-
cluded: “Now that (T. B. Guest) sleeps 
the dreamless slumber of death, let us 
cover his faults with the broad mantle 
of charity and remember only those 
traits in his character, and he had not 
a few, which were good. Peace to his 
ashes.”

The St. Marys Museum R. Lorne 
Eedy Archives contains a copy of T. 
B. Guest’s will – witnessed, signed, 
sealed and dated January 15, 1884. 
Guest named as his executors his two 
younger brothers, James and Hiram, 
along with his friend, William Veal 
Hutton. The contents of the will are 
of particular interest because Guest 
meticulously lists all the property 
he owned in downtown St. Marys in 
addition to his land on Emily Street 
and in Manitoba.” The bulk of his es-
tate he bequeathed to his son, Thom-
as Frederick Guest, but he also made 
generous provision for his two sur-
viving daughters, leaving both sums 
of money and commercial proper-
ties in St. Marys. Guest left his son, 
Alfred, now 30 years of age, valuable 
commercial property as well. But he 
instructed his executors to hold the 
property in trust, collecting and in-
vesting the rents, until Alfred had sat-
isfied them that he could keep sober 
for a ten-year period. He left his wife, 

Lizzie, an annual sum for her support. 

Harding was recalled on January 17 
and 25 to add codicils to Guest’s will, 
making some adjustments to the be-
quests to his children. The length of 
time that Alfred needed to be sober 
was reduced to two consecutive years. 
The Reverend Joel Wright of St. James 
Church may have paid a pastoral vis-
it because Guest also made a bequest 
of $500 towards the planned major 
renovations of that church. Consider-
ing Guest’s wealth, Mr. Wright might 
have hoped for a more generous leg-
acy. A final codicil on January 30 was 
a strange one: “I particularly direct 
my son Thomas Frederick Guest not 
to marry into the families of either 
Adam or William St. John or any of 
their relatives.” If he did so, he would 
not inherit the Emily Street property. 
It would be sold by the estate. The two 
St. John brothers were prosperous 
farmers in Blanshard Township. No 
record has been found to show why 
T. B. Guest was so determined that no 
daughter of theirs would ever become 
another Mrs. Thomas Guest. 

Thomas F. Guest did not marry into 
the forbidden family and we don’t 
know if he had ever hoped to do so. 
He gave his mother, Lizzie, a life-
long lease on the Emily Street prop-
erty and moved to Manitoba where 
he married Bessie Deaners. He died 
in January 1894 in his 44th year. His 
brother, Alfred, died in Chicago in 
February 1896. In 1895, the graves of 
Clara and T. B. Guest were removed 
from the old cemetery, along with the 
granite monument, and a Guest fam-
ily plot was established in the new 
municipal cemetery. T. B. Guest’s two 
sons were both buried there. The two 
Guest daughters moved away. Even-
tually Lizzie sold the Emily Street 
house and went to Michigan where 
Tilly lived. Lizzie died there in Sep-
tember 1906, age 84, and was buried 
in St. Marys with her family. 

For many decades, the Emily Street 
house was owned by the Gilpin fam-
ily. However, when it was put up for 
sale by the Gilpin estate in the early 
1980s, it was deemed to be structural-
ly unsound and was slated for demo-
lition. In 1983, before the house was 
taken down, Donal O’Connor, at that 
time a reporter/photographer with 
the St. Marys Journal Argus, took a 
series of pictures of the exterior and 
interior, including the one with this 
column. These photographs are in the 
archives, a reminder of the T. B. Guest 
family and a way of life long ago.

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM



Thursday, January 5, 2023 19St. Marys Independent

COLUMN —
HOSTING UKRAINE:  Oh What Fun!
By VJ Knutson

The days leading up to Christmas 
were filled with mystery and magic.

An ice storm and blizzard just punc-
tuated the mood – who knew what to 
expect next?

Little Falls Public School asked Ric 
and I to be delivery elves. Staff and 
families had gathered new pyjamas 
for each Ukrainian child, as well 
as warm mittens, and new toys. We 
donned Santa hats and visited each 
home delighting in the joy of parents 
and children alike. No wonder Santa 
does this every year. Thank you, Lit-
tle Falls! Just one more way your team 
goes above and beyond to support 
Ukrainians.

Tuesday, I set out to finish Christmas 
shopping. Somewhere between that 
outing and a visit with our next-door 
neighbour for some holiday cheer, 
a 4-foot, boxed moose appeared on 
our doorstep – no note attached. Ric 
was stumped. Who would do such a 
thing? Immediately, he blamed Nata-
sha. If not her, then it must be Tania 
and Koyla. Our outdoor Christmas 
decorations were notably bland this 
year. Did those sneaky Ukrainians de-
cide to spice it up for us? I had shared 
that as long as I’ve known Ric, he has 
threatened to install a whole herd of 
reindeer on the roof, and every year I 
have stopped him. Did this spur them 

on?

In the midst of this mystery, Sylvia 
Harvey contacted me about thistle 
globes she creates using mouth blown 
Ukrainian glass. She shared with me 
the incredible story behind these 
works of art, inspired by her own grief 
and a numinous encounter. Her story 
and gift of delicate beauty brought us 
all to tears. How heartwarming.

Still, we couldn’t figure out who left 
the moose, whom Ric had now chris-
tened Chris. Natasha and Ruslan only 
laughed out loud when accused, and 
Koyla, trying to keep a straight face, 
insisted he had no involvement. Who 
could have done it? A neighbour? A 

friend from out of town?

Diane Downing inserted her own mag-
ic and mystery by offering to bake for 
our Christmas gathering – cheesecake 
squares, date squares, sugar cookies 
and a surprise.

The mood around here was downright 
giddy. Then the storm hit. Plans for 
the 23rd were cancelled. Christmas 
Eve wasn’t much better, although we 
bundled into the car and picked up 
friends to attend church. Seems we 
were the only ones who didn’t get the 
message about cancellations, so we 
all came back for hot chocolate and 
shared the story of the thistle globes, 
and pondered the moose mystery, 

and were awed by the Downing’s gin-
gerbread house. Laughter, tears, and 
amazement gathered around our ta-
ble.

Christmas morning, the snow drifted 
in again. The braver of our two dogs 
plowed through the snow, and his cau-
tious sister followed. They were not 
impressed. As Ric stretched out his 
arms for an embrace and Christmas 
wish, I confessed:

“I said I didn’t buy you anything this 
year, but I lied. The moose was me.”

What he didn’t know, was that the 
gag was not over. Our friends, Svetla-
na and Danny, braved the storm and 
arrived midmorning. Wearing moose 
socks and with a twinkle in their eyes, 
they delivered a moose-sized wrapped 
box. Chris now had a Christine. The 
moose-capade was a success!

Two moose, ornamental blessings, and 
the warmth of home baking certainly 
made our spirits bright.

And, it’s not over. Ukrainians tradi-
tionally celebrate Christmas on the 
7th of January. We are gearing up for 
festivities this upcoming weekend. 
Thank you to all who have contribut-
ed to make this a memorable day.

In the meantime, I am resting up after 
all that excitement.

(Reach me at english.knutson@gmail.
com)

Traditional Acadian Chicken 
Fricot 

Prep: 30m Cook Time: 1hr 
45m Yield: 6 servings

A traditional comfort food 
in New Brunswick, fricot is 
essentially an Acadian take 
on chicken stew and dump-
lings. This makes for a hearty 
and economical meal for the 
whole family.

3 lb whole chicken

10 c water

½ c onion, chopped

3 tbsp butter

2 garlic cloves, minced

2 c carrots, peeled and 
chopped

6 c potatoes, peeled and 
chopped

1 ½ c celery, chopped

2 tbsp summer savory

1 ½ c all-purpose flour

1 tsp salt

2 tsp baking powder

¾ c milk

Fresh parsley, finely chopped, 
to garnish (optional)

Method:

-In a large pot, combine 
whole chicken and water over 
medium-high heat. Bring to 
a boil, then reduce heat to a 
simmer. Simmer uncovered 
for one hour.

-Remove the chicken. Strain 
liquid, reserving the broth.

-Allow the chicken to slight-
ly cool. Pull the chicken into 
bite-sized pieces, discarding 
the skin and bones. Set meat 
aside.

-Using a large pot, sauté on-
ions in 1 tablespoon of but-
ter 1-2 minutes. Add minced 
garlic and sauté an additional 
minute.

-Add broth, chicken, carrots, 
potatoes, celery, and summer 
savory. Add water to cover if 
necessary. Season with salt 
and pepper. 

-Simmer mixture over 
low-medium heat for approx-
imately 30 minutes or until 
the carrots and potatoes have 
sufficiently softened.

-Sift flour, salt and baking 
powder in a large pot. 

-Gradually add milk, using a 
fork to incorporate it into the 
mixture. Let the dough rest 
for 1-2 minutes. 

-Drop batter into simmering 
fricot, one spoonful at a time. 
Cover and cook for 15 min-
utes.

-Scoop into bowls, garnish 
with fresh parsley and serve!

Winter Vegetable Chili

This recipe can easily be 
made vegan. 

Serves 8

Olive oil to taste

1 medium white onion, diced

Kosher salt, to taste

3 cloves garlic, minced

2 c parsnip, peeled and diced

3 c butternut squash, peeled 
and diced

1 tsp paprika

2 tsp dried oregano

2 tsp cumin

¼ tsp allspice

1 ½ tsp chipotle powder

28oz cannellini beans, 
drained & rinsed

¼ c fresh cilantro chopped, 
plus more for garnish

4 c vegetable broth

Shredded cheddar cheese or 
vegan cheese of your prefer-
ence for garnish

Method

-In a large, heavy bottomed 
pot, heat a drizzle of olive oil 
over med heat. Add the on-
ion, season with salt and cook 
until translucent, about 3 
minutes.  Add garlic and cook 
until fragrant, 3 min more.

-Add the parsnips and but-
ternut squash, season with 
salt, paprika, oregano, cumin, 
allspice and chipotle powder. 
Stir to coat vegetables. Cover 
and cook for 20m, stirring oc-
casionally to prevent sticking 
until vegetables have soft-
ened. 

-Add the cannellini beans, 
cilantro and vegetable broth. 
Increase the heat to med-
high amd bring to a boil for 
2m. Reduce the heat to med-
low and simmer for 15m, 
until the chili is thickened 
and vegetables are cooked 
through.

-Ladle into bowls and gar-
nish with cheese and cilantro.

Enjoy!

WHAT'S FOR DINNER: Easy & Filling Meals for January

By Lauren Eedy
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Let’s be completely honest 
here. Ireland and the people 
of Ireland are confusing as 
heck.

On one hand, this is a coun-
try bitterly divided. Actually 
it’s legally two countries, with 
Northern Ireland a part of the 
United Kingdom and the rest 
of the island an independent 
republic. We are not far re-
moved from the worst days 
of “the troubles”, when death 
and destruction was often the 
order of the day. Even today, 
Belfast, the capital of North-
ern Ireland, has a towering 
wall dividing the Protestant 
and Catholic sections of the 
city, with gates that are locked 
every night.

But on the other hand you will 
never meet a nation of friend-
lier people. They are warm, 
welcoming, engaging, conver-
sational and an overall delight.

I know. I don’t understand it 
either.

Books have been written 
about the troubles so I won’t 
dwell on this any further. In-
stead, let me tell you about 
Michael O’Flynn, Eddie and 
Eddie, Mary and Dennis and 
a few more of the nicest, most 
engaging folks I met a few 
months ago in Ireland.

Michael O’Flynn has a little 

kiosk where he sells souvenirs 
just outside the gates of Glen-
dalough, a historic monastic 
site near Dublin. Among his 
wares were cleverly designed 
Irish socks. But they had no 
price tags.

“How much are your socks?” I 
asked, ever the practical shop-
per. “They’re two and a half 
euros,” said Michael O’Flynn. 
“Each.”

“Each?”

“Well, if you want the pair, that 
will be five euros,” he said with 
an enormous grin.

From that well-rehearsed 
comment, it somehow took 
about thirty seconds for us 
to be sharing our life stories, 
including comparisons of his 
mother’s search for relatives 
lost in adoption proceedings, 
a circumstance I have also ex-
perienced. I probably spent 
no more than five minutes 
with Michael O’Flynn but they 
were rich and very amusing 
minutes. Also, I bought the 
socks.

In Derry, I walked into a pub 
in the middle of the afternoon 
intending to learn if there 
might be live Irish music there 
that evening. The entire popu-
lation of the pub consisted of 
the woman behind the bar and 
two chaps who had settled in 
for some afternoon libations.

“Will you have live music here 
tonight?” I asked the bartend-
er.

Before she could answer, one 
of the chaps said, “You should 
hear her sing!” and the other 
followed up with, “Where are 
you from?”

“Canada,” I said.

“So,” said the second, “What do 
you think of this King Charles 
business, then?” ... a question 
fraught with pitfalls, this be-

ing in Northern Ireland. Be-
fore I could answer, “I’m Ed-
die,” said my new friend. “And 
this is also Eddie,” pointing to 
the other guy at the bar. Of 
course they were.

It took about 15 minutes to ex-
tricate myself from this warm 
web of friendly if rather polit-
ical conversation. I never did 
learn if there was music that 
night.

In Killarney, in the south, I 
popped into a pub and booked 
a table for 10 of us on the tour 
for the following evening. 
When the next evening came, 
we 10 Canadians were 10 of 
12 people in the crowded little 
room off the main pub room. 
We were, shall I say, boister-
ous. The only others there 
were an elderly couple who 
clearly were locals.

Eventually, a couple of us 
wandered over to their ta-
ble to apologize for the noise 
and disruption. “Oh, no,” said 
the lady, who we learned was 
named Mary. “Dennis and I 
live alone, and we never have 
this much fun at home! You’ve 
been making us laugh all night 
long!”

In that same pub, later in the 
evening as we were listening 
to live music by a pick-up trad 
band, a chap leaned over to me 
and said, “Are you American?”

“No, Canadian.”

Well, as usual, that brought 
a huge apology. But then the 
guy, who introduced himself as 
Nicky, thought a moment and 
said out of the blue, “In Can-
ada, your ice caps are melt-
ing, and they’re still frackin’ 
for oil… you ought to (adverb 
bleeped) do something about 
that.” Then he pulled an Irish 
flute out of his pocket and 
wandered over to join the 
band. He was a pretty good 

player too.

On another day, our coach de-
livered us to the parking lot at 
Slieve League, a beautiful spot 
where a smaller coach was to 
take us the rest of the way up 
to the cliffs. Our tour leader 
disappeared into the building 
to confirm our arrangements, 
whereupon a stranger, who 
turned out to be the driver 
of the smaller coach, popped 
onto our bus and suggested 
that we two dozen Canadian 
travellers should hop off the 
coach and hide, just to confuse 
our guide. Which, in hindsight, 
was a heck of a good idea.

Even the troubles can be the 

source of humor it seems. 
The narrow street and lack of 
parking in front of our Belfast 
hotel led to an enormous traf-
fic jam of busses at check-out 
time. I said to the young staff 
member holding the door for 
guests, “You need to make 
some more room here!”

“I know,” he said with a wry 
grin, “But they seem to have 
stopped blowing things up.”

You gotta’ love the Irish.

Paul Knowles is an author 
and travel writer. To contact 
Paul about travel, his books, or 
speaking engagements, email 
pknowles@golden.net.

The outdoor market at Glendalough; Michael O'Flynn's kiosk is at the far end.

COLUMN —
OH, THE PLACES WE’LL GO: You gotta’ love the Irish

By Paul Knowles

The view at Slieve League.  All photos by Paul Knowles

SPONSORED BY:
McDonald’s St. Marys 

752 Queen St E
Founding and Forever partner of Ronald 

McDonald House

PRC & Friendship Centre events – See the Stonetown Crier on Page 5
St. Marys Public Library events – see Page 23
Friday, January 6
- Royal Canadian Legion hot dog lunch at Noon
- Station Gallery opening of Co-Vision 23
- A.N.A.F. meat draw  – 6:30 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs London Nationals at the PRC – 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 7
 Kinsmen Club of St. Marys Christmas Tree Pick-up – Trees to the curb by 8 am
- Station Gallery Co-Vision 23 reception – 1 pm to 4 pm
- Royal Canadian Legion meat draw – 5 pm
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Komoka Kings at Komoka Wellness Centre – 7:15 pm
Thursday, January 12
- 125th Celebration of Women’s Institute of Ontario at St. Marys Museum – 7 pm 
to 8:30 pm. Please RSVP to museum staff by Jan 6, Call 519-284-3556
- St. Marys Lincolns vs Sarnia Legionnaires at Pat Stapleton Arena – 7:10 pm

THE WEEK AHEADTHE WEEK AHEAD
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ASK THE PREACHER: Wisemen and Epiphany

Last Sunday most 
church congregations 
celebrated Epiphany 
even though the actual 
day falls on January 6.  
Part of that Sunday in-
cludes the arrival of the 
wisemen to the birth-
place of Jesus.  Over 
the centuries these 
wise persons have been 
called kings, magi and 
wisemen.  The first thing 
we need to establish 
is that they came from 
the east where learning 
traditionally took place.  
The scriptures were 
clear they were men; 
they were probably as-
trologers of a priestly 
class.  They might have 
arrived as late as two 
years after Jesus was 

born, as it took time 
for them to travel in a 
world where most peo-
ple did not venture far 
from their homes.  Did 
they arrive in Bethle-
hem or Nazareth?  They 
didn’t just live down the 
road.  Who knows exact-
ly when they arrived? 

The church over the 
centuries has used the 
arrival of the wisemen 
as a recognition of the 
Messiah’s arrival in 
the world, but the real 
meaning of the wise 
men for the church was 
signalling the epiphany 
- the acknowledgement 
that Jesus was God’s 
son and placed here to 
change humankind.  For 
the people following the 
faith of Judaism, the ar-
rival of the Messiah was 
not seen as anything 
untoward.  He was ex-
pected.  For the men 
and women outside the 
family of the Children of 
Israel, this was all very 
new.  

How many wise men 
were there?  Christ-
mas pageants always 

adopt three.  We know 
there were at least two 
as Matthew uses the 
plural term “wisemen” 
indicating more than 
one.  There could have 
been three or more.  
However, there were 
three gifts presented, so 
having three wisemen 
logically followed.  We 
are not sure the story 
was actually true or a 
made-up metaphor to 
give the story of Jesus’ 
birth greater credibility 
after the fact.  What we 
do know is they brought 
three gifts of gold, frank-
incense and myrrh.  

So why these three gifts 
in particular?  Gold 
perhaps is the obvious 
one.  Gold was highly 
prized by the people of 
the Mediterranean re-
gion as a valuable metal.  
There was not much of 
it around.  The gifts also 
had a spiritual meaning: 
gold was a symbol of 
kingship on Earth, and 
frankincense was an in-
cense and used as a 
symbol of deity.  Frank-
incense also had an-
other use in those days.  

Remember that Jesus 
was born when people 
did not take a morning 
shower and a room was 
often “perfumed” with 
good old-fashioned BO.  
Later, the Roman Catho-
lic Church would use in-
cense to rid the BO from 
their sanctuaries. Today, 
in Santiago de Compos-
tela (Spain), the end 
point of a many weeks 
long pilgrimage by the 
faithful, the huge in-
cense pots rid the sanc-
tuary of the stench of so 
many unwashed bodies.  
The third gift myrrh was 
an embalming oil used 
as a perfume to hide the 
odour of death, predict-
ing Jesus’ death 30 odd 
years later.

The Epiphany celebra-

tion, with the arrival of 
the Magi, ends the 12 
days of Christmas.  The 
twelve days begins on 
the December 25 and 
ends January 6, the day 
before the celebrated 
arrival of the wisemen.  
In early Christianity, 
peasant people cele-
brated with feasting 
and merrymaking the 
birth of Christ for many 
days and in the cold of 
winter.  They decorated 
evergreen trees, burned 
large yule logs and ate 
lots of meat.  The only 
remembrances we have 
today of the twelve days 
is the song.  The long 
and involved song about 
a true loves’ twelve gifts 
supposedly has a Chris-
tian angle. Each gift in 
the song is a code for 

something or someone 
in the New Testament.  
The partridge is Jesus; 
two turtle doves is the 
Old and New Testament, 
three French horns is 
faith, hope and charity 
and so on.    

Each year my wife puts 
up a plaque as part of 
our Christmas decora-
tions with these words: 
“If three wise wom-
en had arrived at Je-
sus’ birth, they would 
have asked for direc-
tions, arrived on time, 
helped deliver the baby, 
brought practical gifts, 
cleaned the stable, 
made a casserole, and 
there would have been 
PEACE ON EARTH!”   
What in the world was 
Matthew thinking?!  

By Rev. Pirie Mitchell

COLUMN —

Middlesex Mutual Insurance Co.

Don Corby
Insurance Agent

CALL or TEXT (519) 282-1942

Doing the Right Thing ~ Means we care!

dcorby@middlesexmutual.on.ca

Home FarmBusinessAuto

Insurance for Every Day

“As your local St. Marys Agent, I am excited to
bring Middlesex Mutual's great product lines to
our community and surrounding area."

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
TO STAY UPDATED!

FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSINDY
TWITTER.COM/STMARYSINDY

WWW.STMARYSINDY.COM
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The

OF THE WEEK

Presents

Frostbite.

What do you get 

when you cross a 

snowman and a 

vampire?

Beckham Brydges (3)
Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that 

appears in the paper gets a FREE 
MILKSHAKE at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid

Riddles
What’s really easy 

to get into, and hard 
to get out of?

Trouble

Where would you 
take a sick boat?

To the dock

What gets wet while 
drying?

A towel

I’m tall when I’m 
young, and I’m 

short when I’m old. 
What am I?

A candle

What room do 
ghosts avoid?

The living room

I can be cracked 
or played; told or 
made. What am I?

A joke

What has a head 
and a tail but no 

body?

A coin

 I sometimes run, 
but I cannot walk. 

What am I?

Your nose

What has four 
fingers and a thumb 

but isn’t alive?

A glove

What fruit can you 
never cheer up?

A blueberry

What has to be 
broken before you 

can use it?

An egg

- Word Search -

Shovel

Freezing

Snowflake

Slippery

Skating

Sledding

Earmuffs

Mittens

Snowman

Icicle

Hot chocolate

Blizzard

Hibernate

WINTER
Word List

SPONSORED BY: Adult Learning Programs of Perth
26 Wellington St. S. St. Marys

Phone: 519-284-4408 | Cell: 226-374-8231
Email: alearning@town.stmarys.on.ca
Website: www.adultlearningperth.ca

Follow us on Facebook: @AdultLearningProgramsofPerth

Our Pet of the Week is Molly,  a 12 
year old Calico cat. She likes belly 

rubs and her  treats. She is the 
pretty kitty to Norma Haves.

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK

St. Marys Veterinary Clinic is 
pleased to be the sponsor of the 

Holiday Pet Safety Tip #2
Tinsel

Avoid decorating with tinsel. If 
swallowed , tinsel can obstruct a 

pet's digestive system.

Each Pet of the Week will receive a FREE treat bag from St. Marys Veterinary Clinic

PET OF THE WEEK

 

 

 

 

 

500 Water Street South St. Marys
www.stmarysvetclinic.com
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LOOKING
BACK

New year’s baby and 
municipality 

By Amy CuBBerley

25 years ago (1998)

Doris Webb, an Elgin Street resident, picked the first dan-
delion of the New Year on Monday, January 5. The dandeli-
on was on Doris’ front yard.

A 7,500 square foot expansion costing an estimated 
$300,000 has begun at the St. Marys Golf and Country Club. 
The renovated facility will be on two levels and will include 
a banquet hall, a pro shop, a bar and offices.

“Good morning, Perth South”. That greeting was spoken for 
the first time ever on Monday at the office of the munici-
pality of Perth South as the former Blanshard and Downie 
Townships became one.

There has been little snow so far this winter, but there was 
enough for snowmobilers to be out last week, and a few 
managed to upset several Westover area residents by tear-
ing up their lawns. 

50 years ago (1973)

A first child for Mr. and Mrs. Rodger Muir was a New Year’s 
Day arrival at the St. Marys Memorial Hospital. The baby 
girl weighed 6 pounds, 14 ounces. At the time this went to 
press, the Muirs had not yet made a final decision on nam-
ing the baby.

Building permits issued in St. Marys during 1972 totaled 
$624,526. $401,000 of this total was for 19 new homes, 
$173,332 industrial and commercial, $13,800 for swimming 
pools and $36,400 for miscellaneous garages, additions, etc.

The St. Pierre Co of London began tearing down the J.D. 
Moore Cold Storage last week. The old building was for 
many years a bustling place, served by two railway sidings 
and employing twenty or more local people. 

75 years ago (1948)

If you hear a rumbling noise on the street at night it may 
be recognized as Stan Bean and his snowplow doing a bit 
of shoveling the curbside banks. Stan’s equipment may ap-
pear rather incongruous but his converted army vehicle in 
his hands does a highly efficient job.

A fine crowd of Rod and Gun club members and a few visi-
tors enjoyed a rabbit drive in the Prospect Hill area on the 
afternoon of Boxing Day. The president of the club said that 
37 rabbits and one red fox fell to the guns of the marksmen.

The rink on the river is very popular these evenings. Skat-
ers by the hundreds have cleared a portion of ice between 
Wellington and Church Streets. 

At the last regular meeting of the St. Marys Branch, Cana-
dian Legion, Lou Lavelle was elected President.

100 years ago (1923)

Although there were only contests in two wards in St. 
Marys, the North and the West, heavy votes were polled, 
and keen interest was taken in the election. A. Whetstone 
won the North Ward Councillor position with 143 votes, 
beating Adam Crozier with 115 votes. In the West Ward, W.J. 
Stafford won the Councillor position with 120 votes, nar-
rowly beating Chaz. Fitzsimons who had 119 votes.

The dance held in the Town Hall on New Years night under 
the auspices of Bart’s Orchestra, Stratford was attended by 
many young folks.

The T. Eaton Company of Toronto are taking down the 
three-storey part of their big department store and replac-
ing it with an eight-storey structure.

The theatres in St. Marys are drawing many patrons these 
winter evenings. The pictures being shown in both theatres 
are of an exceptionally high order.

COLUMN —

LETTER TO THE EDITOR —

Dr. Michael Nixon and Dr. Karl Weselan

520 Water St. S., St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B9
Ph: 519-284-2660  |  www.stmarysdentalclinic.com

We offer early morning appointment times, and have later 
appointment times three days per week.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS Pop Up Indoor Markets
Saturday January 21 & February 18

8 a.m. until 12 noon at the PRC.

By Laura McAsh, St. Marys Public Library

Go walking in a winter wonderland this season 
with our snowshoe kits! We have 9 kits available 
in various sizes: 1 child, 3 youths, 3 adult mediums, 
and 2 adult larges. Determine the size that’s right 
for you by looking up the weight limit located in the 
“Notes” section on each of the kits’ BiblioCommons 
pages. Each kit has a 2-day loan period, and a waiv-
er must be signed by the borrower upon picking up 
the kit. Place a hold on a pair of snowshoes today: 
tinyurl.com/SMPL-Snowshoes.

This Week’s Recommendation 

Enjoy the majesty of winter through the poetic 
words of Joyce Sidman and the gorgeous linocuts 
of Rick Allen in “Winter Bees & Other Poems of the 
Cold”. Sleep amongst the garter snakes, fly on the 

wings of a raven, and pounce with the paws of a fox 
as you read through the beautiful poems and learn 
a thing or two about the animals depicted in them. 
You can find “Winter Bees” in the children’s non-
fiction section by finding its call number: J 811.54 
Sidma.

Up This Week

Friday, Jan. 6th: Storytime (9:30am)

Saturday, Jan. 7th: Open 10:00am-4:00pm

Monday, Jan. 9th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Tuesday, Jan. 10th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Wednesday, Jan. 11th: Open 10:30am-8:00pm

Thursday, Jan. 12th: Cooking Club (11:00am), New-
comers' Social (7:00pm)

To the editor

It was an incredible statement made by the feder-
al transport minister that what happened with VIA 
rail on Christmas weekend was "unacceptable". 
How disingenuous that was! It is the federal gov-
ernment that is to blame for the slow and steadily 
"dismantling" of VIA rail in Canada.

The facts are:

1. The government of Canada stated: "we are seri-
ous about climate change" and "smart investments 
in transit help connection communities .... We will 
continue to work with communities and invest in 
the infrastructure they need today and into the fu-
ture"; Abacus data has indicated that Canadians are 
focused on building transit to reduce congestion 
and connect communities.

2. The Canadian Transport Commission main find-
ing at public hearings in 1977 was that there should 

be no further reductions to passenger rail services.

3. The frequency of VIA trains running in Canada 
has been reduced significantly since 1977, causing 
a subsequent significant drop in ridership.

So Minister Alghabra do not treat Canadians as 
fools. It is the federal government's foolish actions 
that have caused the deterioration of VIA rail. Bring 
in the rail groups and do something positive about 
not "wordy platitudes".

Chris West 

Straight from the Shelves

Rail service in Canada
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PLACE YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD HERE!

For as low as $35 per week 
advertise your business in need

Contact us at 519-284-0041 
or email ads@stmarysindependent.com
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COLUMN —
FROM THE GARDEN: The seed catalog ritual

With Christmas celebrations 
a fleeting memory, and we 
begin a new year, we close 
our journals for 2022. Our 
gardens are at rest and de-
spite the dull and cold winter 
days, we start scheming our 
next growing season.

The anticipation for spring 
mounts as seed catalogs ar-
rive in the mail. Striking 
photos of flowers, herbs, 
and veggies mark page after 
page, inducing excitement as 
we plot our gardens.  Even 
though I received my favou-
rite seed catalog by post two 
weeks before Christmas, I 
tucked it away without open-
ing it, until now. 

I was introduced to the ‘The 
Whole Seed Catalog’ pub-

lished by Baker Creek Heir-
loom Seeds of Missouri by a 
gardener friend four years 
ago. And I have been a huge 
fan of this catalog and their 
seeds ever since. 

Baker Creek Heirloom seeds 
dates back more than two de-
cades with a young man, Jere 
Gettle, and his passion for 
growing things and saving 
their seeds. He also wanted 
to be involved in the seed 
industry. So at only age 17, 
Gettle printed his first heir-
loom seed catalog in 1998. 
It included about 70 variet-
ies that he had grown. 550 
copies of this premiere cat-
alog were distributed to his 
friends, family members and 
fellow seed savers. 

The following year, his seed 
catalog was shipped to near-
ly 20,000 gardeners. The cir-
culation grew from there as 
more gardeners discovered 
Baker Creek Heirloom seeds. 
Currently they distribute ap-
proximately 1.4 million cata-
logs with their free seed cat-
alog contains only their most 
popular varieties.

Their seeds are non-hybrid, 

non-GMO, non-treated and 
non-patented, which is very 
important to gardeners who 
are also seed savers. To en-
sure the quality of the seed 
they sell, each season they 
strive to grow every offered 
variety in their trial gar-
dens and greenhouses on 
their Missouri farm. As they 
are passionate about their 
seeds, they want to assess 
the seeds' essential qualities 
such as flavour, hardiness, 
growing profile and whether 
they grow true to type. A new 
research location in Jamaica 
is also in the works for the 
future of this seed company. 

In 2014, Baker Creek pub-
lished the first edition of 
The Whole Seed Catalog 
and it has grown in size and 
popularity with each pass-
ing year. The 2023 edition is 
over 500 colourful pages of 
their collection of heirloom 
varieties from North Amer-
ica and around the world. 
It also includes a treasure 
trove of delightful historical 
backgrounds of some of their 
seeds, interesting recipes, 
growing information and be-
hind the scenes look at their 

research and staff. It is prob-
ably the world’s largest seed 
catalog, and it is my favour-

ite.

Source:  https://www.ra-
reseeds.com/ 

By Nancy Abra

FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES IN THE INDEPENDENT
CALL 519-284-0041 OR EMAIL ADS@STMARYSINDEPENDENT.COM
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Have you been affected by 
someone else’s drinking?

Al-Anon Family Groups can help YOU! Monday, Friday 
& Saturday. Call for time and place.

1-800-706-9833 or 519-271-7755

MIXED CRIB LEAGUE
Open to all 18 and over

Every Tuesday at 7 PM at the Legion
(All games at the Legion)

For information or to sign up call
Vic Mansfield 519-284-1542 

OBITUARY

Podsadecki
It is with heavy hearts and 
great sadness we announce 
the sudden passing of Sharon 
Margaret Podsadecki at home 
on December 27th, 2022 at 
the age of 78. 
Sharon was born in St. Marys 
on June 6, 1944 where she 
lived out her life. Sharon is 
survived by her loving hus-

band Ted Podsadecki of 53 years. Cherished mother 
to Paul Podsadecki (Michelle) and Jeff Podsadecki 
(Faye). Adoring Nana to Avery and Grandmother to 
fur babies Sterling, Sunny, Marco & Polo. Dear sis-
ter-in-law to Floyd Stacey, Stanley Podsadecki, Carol 
Podsadecki and Helen Lee. Sharon will be lovingly re-
membered by many nieces, nephews, extended fam-
ily and friends. Predeceased by her parents Florence 
& Jack Drinkwalter, sisters Barb Woosnam & Donna 
Stacey and sisters-in-laws Aldona & Diana Podsadec-
ki. Sharon was a devoted Wife, Mother, Nana, Cousin, 
and Friend. 
She loved spending time chatting and reminiscing with 
those near & dear to her. Never said no to sleepovers 
with Avery that always made her light up with a huge 
smile. She was passionately involved with anything 
to do with her sons, especially loved keeping score at 
countless ball games. An avid Toronto sports fan, she 
rarely missed watching a Leafs or Jays game with Ted 
by her side! 
Cremation to take place with a private family intern-
ment at the St. Marys Cemetery. A celebration of life 
to be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation 
in her memory. Online condolences at www.hodgesfu-
neralhome.ca
No longer by our side, but forever in our hearts.

OBITUARY

Fenz
Dorothy Irene “Dot” Fenz 
(nee Irvine) passed away 
peacefully with family at her 
side on December 23, 2022 at 
the age of 83. Mother of Sue 
(Steve) Hicks, Rick (Heather) 
Fenz, and Steve (Treacy) 
Fenz. Grandmother of Jesse, 
Kory, Kelsee, Jordan and 
Cassie. Great-Grandmother 
of Ella. Sister of Marg Bradley. 

Also remembered by nieces, nephews and extended 
family members. Predeceased by her brother, Bill 
Irvine. 
Dot was a volunteer driver for the St. Marys Friend-
ship Centre and Meals on Wheels and a member of 
IODE. Always active in the community and always 
wanting to help those in need. Thank you to the staff 
at Kingsway Lodge and St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
for taking care of mom. Family and friends are invit-
ed to a Memorial Service at the Andrew L. Hodges 
Funeral Home, 47 Wellington St. S. St. Marys, on 
January 7, 2023 at 1 pm. Following the service there 
will an open house reception at the funeral home from 
1:30 to 3 pm. Spring interment in St. Paul’s Cemetery, 
Kirkton.
Memorial donations can be made to Kingsway Life 
Care or the St. Marys Healthcare Foundation. Online 
condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

OBITUARY

Bragg
Kenneth Gordon Bragg was 
born to Carman and Clara 
Bragg of Blanchard Township 
on October 18, 1956. He was 
a lifelong resident of St. Marys 
and area. 
He attended St. Marys 
D.C.V.I. After which he worked 
at Campbell Soup until he 

had his first stroke 11 years ago. Ken went to the 
Stonetown Worship Centre. He died at Stratford Gen-
eral Hospital on December 23, 2022 after a massive 
stroke. Ken is predeceased by his parents Carman 
and Clara, and sisters-in-law Pearl and Carolyn. Sur-
viving are his brothers Allen, Rodney, James, Rob-
ert, and Anthony. Also are sisters-in-law Susan and 
Pauline. a niece and nephews, and great nieces and 
nephews. 
Family and friends are invited to the Andrew L. Hodg-
es Funeral Home, 47 Wellington St. S. St. Marys, on 
January 5, 2023 for visiting from 1 pm until the time 
of the funeral service at 2 pm. with Reverend John 
Goodwin officiating. Interment in St. Marys Cemetery. 
Reception to follow at the funeral home. Donations 
can be made to the Heart & Stroke Foundation or the 
Stonetown Worship Centre. Ken will be very much 
missed and mourned. Blessings to One and All. On-
line condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

OBITUARY

Knight
Douglas John Knight
January 1, 1951 - December 
28, 2022
A wonderful man has been 
taken from us.  Doug, hus-
band of Helen Flanagan Pate 
for 35 years passed away 
unexpectedly at home at the 
age of 71. 

Doug was a kind gentle man who loved his family and 
especially his friends.  He loved interacting with ev-
eryone.  He loved a good pint of Guinness and loved 
visiting our family in Ireland. Survived by his children 
Chris Knight (Tara), Mark Knight (Alice), Sam Pate, 
Adam Knight and Angela Burnie (Adam). Much loved 
Grandpa and GrumpPa to Jaxson Knight, Martha and 
Audrey Knight, Aidan, McKenna and Declan Pate and 
Rosa and Darla Burnie. Much loved brother of sisters 
Sandy Roe (Don) and Carol Peach (Al). Survived by 
his brother-in-law Paul Flanagan(Teresa) and chil-
dren Erin and Nolan.  His fur babies Mango, Jackson, 
Lucky and Kitten. Cremation has taken place. 
A celebration of life will be held at a later date. In lieu 
of flowers as expression of sympathy, donations can 
be made to St. Marys Veterinary Clinic.

YOU NEVER SAID GOODBYE DOUG
You never said I’m leaving
You never said goodbye

You were gone when I awoke
And only God knows why.

I kissed and said I loved you before we said good 
night

Not knowing it would be my last
You were my days and nights

You were my everything.
In life I loved you dearly
In death I love you still

In my heart you will always be my number one
Where no one else can fill.

My heart is deeply shattered 
You have left me here alone
You took my heart with you

When God felt the need to call you home.
I will never be the same without you Doug

Your heart was kind and true
My heart and love are with you

Until we meet again.    
Helen

THANK YOU

Jaeger
We would like to attempt to thank the entire staff at 
St. Marys Memorial Hospital.
The care, compassion, and gentleness displayed 
by everyone while Mom (Reta Jaeger) was treated, 
and when she was admitted, was so reassuring. 
The nurses, Dr's, dietitions, cleaners, etc were 
exceptional. While Mom didn't enjoy some proce-
dures, she always thanked everyone for their care. 
We are so lucky to have the amazing care we do 
here. 
Thank you all,
Beacham, Handfield, Jones, Burchill, and Hawkins 
family
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY Call 519-284-0041 to inquire

PRINTING

36 Water St. S, St.. Marys  

519-284-0041  
indyoiceandprint@gmail.com

BARBER
Mill Race Barber Co.

Phone: 226-661-0222

Find us and 
Book online 

108 Queen St. East in Downtown St. Marys

COMPUTERS

EAVESTROUGH

ELECTRICIAN

CONSTRUCTION

DISPOSAL
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Open 8 to 4:30 
Monday - Friday

519.284.2800

206–211 Carling St.
St. Marys

Robson
Scrap Metal

Waste Disposal /Bin Rental

519-284-2221• BINS-R-US
Formerly known as

St. Marys Lugger Service
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PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call Joel Drinkwalter

• Water treatment installation and repairs • Softeners 
• Iron Filters • Reverse Osmosis Units • Plumbing 

Repairs • Bathroom Renovations
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MORTGAGE

SENIORS

TRAVEL

MENDING

CLEANING

COUNTRY STORE

���������������������������

��������������
����������������������
	

TAKE OUT

WATER TREATMENT

GORDON DANN

Cell: 519-671-0470
1-800-328-0392

PUMP SALES & SERVICE LTD.
1629 Blackmaple Cres. London, ON • N5Y 6L7

• Water Softners • Iron Filters • Drinking Water Systems 
• Ultra Violet Light Systems & Distillers

WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT

Authorized dealer for

NOVO
Water Treatment Specialists

REPAIRS TO MOST MAKES
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SEAMSTRESS
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519-284-0833

• Renovations
• Service Upgrades, 
  Panel changes 
• Automatic backup generator  
 systems, NG,Propane,diesel,  
• Electric Motor Repairs 
 and Sales
ELECTRICAL WORK

ST. MARYS

Residential/Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural

INSURANCE

PERSONAL, COMMERCIAL, 
FARM, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, 

TRANSPORTATION & MORE!

�������������������������������

�
�	���������������������������������������������
��������������������������

MUSIC
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peakselectrealty@gmail.com
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245 Downie St, Stratford, N5A 1X5
tmclean@homeandcompany.ca

519-274-1120 Direct

Toni McLean Sales Representative

Proud St. Marys resident!
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Head O�ce: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 TICO 
#50010159 | Phone: (519) 284-2332

Branch O�ce: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 TICO 

#50025796 | Phone: (226) 333-9939

www.stonetowntravel.com | agent@stonetowntravel.com

STONETOWN
TRAVEL

RETAIL
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Available now:
Ladies jockey briefs, buttons, gutermann 
thread, DMC embroidery floss, and more.

519-272-6526 
24 Thomas Street, St. Marys ON

hugg.y@live.com
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CELEBRATION

Hahn
Congratulations Joan Hahn!
Fifty-six years ago, Joan Hahn began her career as 
a Medical Administrator in our town of St. Marys On-
tario. It was the beginning of a long, engaging and 
rewarding journey. The lives Joan has touched during 
her career are countless but all can attest to Joan's 
character. Her obvious empathy, dedication, humble 
and generous nature have contributed to the high re-
gard in which Joan is held.
You will be missed Joan! We congratulate you on your 
retirement and reaching this milestone.
Much love and admiration from all your family!

THANK YOU

Lang
We want to express our sincere appreciation to the 
Mitchell Fire Department, the Sebringville Fire Depart-
ment, and the St. Marys Fire Department.
During our recent loss their services meant so much 
to our family. Words cannot express our heartfelt 
thanks. We are thankful and proud to live in this great 
community.
David and Cindy Lang and Family.

Sudoku

Id: 34671

Level: Easy

Set Numbers: 25

8 7
6 3

1 2 8 7
3 5 4 7

6 5 8
1 5

1 5 7 2
4 9

4 6

Solution
8 4 7 2 6 1 3 9 5

5 9 6 3 7 8 2 1 4

1 2 3 5 4 9 8 6 7

3 8 5 4 1 7 9 2 6

2 1 9 6 3 5 4 7 8

6 7 4 9 8 2 1 5 3

9 3 1 8 5 6 7 4 2

7 5 8 1 2 4 6 3 9

4 6 2 7 9 3 5 8 1

© 2011 Becher-Sundström

SUDOKU ANSWERS

QUIZ ANSWERS
1) Lasagne
2) Lacrosse
3) North Dakota 
4) Hamilton 
5) Cajuns
6) Massachusetts
7) Antarctica 
8) Happy Birthday 
9) Greenland 
10) 11 years old

RUN YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 
HERE FOR JUST 
$10 PER WEEK

CLASSIFIED ADS
Seeking newspaper boxes and stands
Looking to buy old newspaper distribution boxes or display 
stands. Please contact stew@granthaven.com or text or call 
519-868-1290. Send picture of item(s) if possible.

Wanted
Cash for your RECORDS and LP’s
Jazz, Rock, Alternative, Folk, Soundtracks are of particular inter-
est. Diamond Dogs Vinyl - 114 Ontario St., Stratford 226-972-5750

CLASSIFIED ADS

Found
Pair of glasses found at the Flats. Call the Independent Newspaper at
519-284-0041

For Rent
Downtown apt, 3 story walk-up, 3 bedroom, wifi, laundry, util, parking 
included Call 519-697-4985

A.N.A.F. Unit 265
23 Wellington St. N.

519-284-4390
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For Hall Rentals 
call 519-273-0447

Sun. Dec. 25 - James Heinbuch, Tavistock   $1000.00

Mon. Dec. 26 - Sam Nyenhuis, Sebringville  $50.00

Tues. Dec. 27 - Bob McIntosh, St. Marys   $50.00

Wed. Dec. 28 - Dennis Johnston, Clinton   $50.00

Thur. Dec. 29 - Angela Reid, St. Marys   $50.00

Fri. Dec. 30 - Connor Otto, St. Marys   $50.00

Sat. Dec. 31 - Peter Leyser, Stratford   $200.00

FRASER ASPHALT 
PAVING INC

FREE QUOTES 519-271-5690

CELEBRATION

Happy 85th to “FLETCH”!
(aka Lloyd, Dad, Grandpa, and Great Grandpa)

Wishing you a very healthy and happy birthday on 
this big milestone!  So many stories and memories 

over the years.
Be sure if you see Lloyd out and about to wish him 

the happiest of birthdays.
Much Love,

Vera, Shelley, Rick, Sandra, Dave, Sonya, Geoff, 
Mike, Jody, all your grandchildren and great grand-

children. xoxoxo

CELEBRATION

Happy 95th Mom (Margaret)
You inspire us all! Kathy, Bud, Linda, Jane 

and Families
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STONETOWN
TRAVEL

Head Office: 150 Queen Street East, 
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4 | 519-284-2332

agent@stonetowntravel.com
TICO #50010159 

Branch Office: 210 Mill Street, 
New Hamburg, ON N3A 1P9 | 226-333-9939

newhamburg@stonetowntravel.com 
TICO #50025796

Group travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown TravelGroup travel opportunity hosted by Stonetown Travel

AVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISEAVALON RHINE RIVER CRUISE  
WITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAMWITH LUCERNE AND AMSTERDAM

OCTOBER 14-26, 2023OCTOBER 14-26, 2023

VOYAGE OF THE 
MIDNIGHT SUN
JUNE 29 - JULY 15, 2023

SAILING THE NORWEGIAN 
FJORDS ON THE HOLLAND 

AMERICA ROTTERDAM

BOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSONBOOK NOW TO RECEIVE $1,600 DISCOUNT/PERSON


